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DEDICATION. 

TO  SIR  WALTER  SCOTT,  BART.  &r, 


Sir, 
Now    that    your    name    is    klentined    with 
that  of  the  illustrious  "  Author  of  Wavcrlcy  ;^ 
now  that    you    have   consented    to   wear   the 
wreath  which  had  already  been  voted  to  you 
by  the  acclamations  of  an  applauding   world) 
you  must  submit   to  some  of  the  annoyances 
of  celebrity,  and  allow   other    writers   to  ap- 
proach  you   with   their   Dedications,    however 
far    they    may   remain    Iwhiml    you    in    their 


rr  DBDICATlON. 

Work*!  *i  Among  such  ofTenders  I  venture  to 
enrol  myself  by  soliciting  the  honour  of  in- 
icribing  to  you  these  volumes.  In  my  fiMt 
attcnapt  as  ft  Novel-writer  I  followed  where 
you  had  led  the  way,  not  in  the  presump- 
tuous hope  of  ever  coming  near  to  you  in 
your  flight,  but  that  when  my  wing  prored 
unequal  to  support  me,  I  might  at  leaat  claim 
the  apology  of  Phaeton  for  my  failure.  You 
have  introduced  a  new  wra  into  our  litera- 
ture; the  world  has  sanctioned  your  writings 
with  an  undivided  approbation ;  among  your 
readers  you  possessed  few  more  ardent  admi- 
rers than  myself,  and  thus  circumstanced  it 
was  difficult  to  avoid  dining  at  a  maric  upon 
which  my  eye  had  so  long  been  fixed,  even 
although  I  knew  it  to  be  utterly  Ijeyond  my 
reach.  .:^    »'^i''  i"^« 

But  it  is  not  your  reputation  as^  KTwrftnr? 
however  unriTalled  it  mnv  be,  that  consttiutcA 
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W^  conjunction,  and  have  enabled  EnglaiWrtll 
boftfet  that  her  literary  Bayard  ntnther  fears 
ai**rivttl  tjor  a  reproach.  You  have  pursued 
^Mi"  glorious  career  in  charity  with  all  men, 
and' if  you  did  not  already  enjoy  a  snfBciug 
He  ward  in  the  peace  and  happiness  that  yoti 
have  thus  assured  to  your  own  bosom,  you 
would  possess  it  in  the  certain  knowledge 
that  from  one  extremity  of  the  kingdom  to 
the  other,  amid  all  the  sects  and  parties  into 
which  it  is  divided,  you  are  not  less  univer- 
8ally  admired  as  a  writer,  than  esteemed  and 
respected  as  a  man. 

This,  Sir,  is  an  exalted  eulogy ;  but  I  should 
disdain  to  record  it,  were  it  not  known  to  bo  a 
just  one.  Even  merited  praise,  however,  tuay 
be  ofiensive  to  the  humility  of  true  genius  aiuJ 
virtue,  and  I  should  apologize  for  th#v«M'4^ 
I  faave  used,  but  that  I  feel  it  to  be  ismiQti««Ded 
by  the  motive.     By  directing  atLentioQi^i]^ 


talH«  V  jToar  boiKHinible  wad  geaexo«»;«iHv- 
doHt  may  pctfaaps  beoone  own  iuiidwous  ifcap 
thoM/wliQ  Imve  been  Uw  copyists  of  your  i^inb 
HiisyjUi  ie^ft,  viU  be  »  aife  ainbtdoa  ;  for  it  ^ 
one  iji  vhicfa  «U  nuy  oonnMnd  •uocms.  .ib 
tUi  CflffWff  nuHBy  bare  «irMdy  dooe  thi  nmdfm 
boQoiif .  by  tnuliBg  ia  your  fooestept;  and 
more,  it  M  to  be  boped,  will  follow.  Such 
iautatore  can  never  be  termed  a  servile  bacd; 
crcry  honect  friend  of  the  Muaes  will  jriih  to 
see  them  multiplied,  until  they  shall  lonn  « 
large  fiWtemity  of  generous  competitora,  "wbo, 
ho'$kfftr  they  may  differ  as  icholarB  or  auiboni 
4mM  -aaake  it  their  pccuBar  boost  that  th^ 
^)6toea»  tmt  on*  tone  and  one  feding  towanb 
e^k'othei'  m  jgentkmen. 
'  Mtfy  Ihift^'t^rtDatiati  be  effected!  may  thi* 
brdtberlioM'  ^Mtty-JMnind  j€id  as  their  foundet^ 
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CHAPTER  I. 

The  doabt  of  future  woe*  ezilei  my  pretent  jo}-» 
And  wit  me  ▼arm  to  ihun  nch  nares  m  IhrMiten 


For  falsehood  now  doth  flow,  and  mbject  faith  duth  rbb. 
Which  would  not  ba   if  Reaaon  ruled,  or  Wisdom 
weaved  the  web.*' 

QVEBIC   EuSABtTH. 

Aftkb  repeated  struggles  with  the  dense, 
yellow,  and  offensive  atmosphere  which  in  the 
moDth  of  February  is  so  apt  to  enshroud  the 
gloomy  precincts  eastward  of  Temple  Bar,  the 
wind  had  at  length  succeeded  in  slowly  rolling 
aw^  its  stubborn  antagcHust,  and  the  sun^s  first 
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faint  ray  had  effected  a  lodgment  upon  the  tower 
of  the  Royal  Excliange,  then  not  many  years 
completed  after  the  great  Fire  of  London,  when 
Isaac  Goldingham,  the  Russia  merchant,  ac- 
companied by  his  young  nephew  Reuben  Aps- 
ley,  issued  from  his  house  in  Throgmorton-strcet, 
in  order  to  take  his  accustomed  station  upon  the 
Baltic  walk.  He  had  just  before  heard  the 
chimes  of  the  Exchange  clock  tune  up  the  hun- 
dred-and-fourth  Psalm,  and  upon  that  occasion, 
as  was  his  wont,  had  duly  verified  the  accu- 
racy of  his  own  watch  ;  but  Isaac  was  of  a  some- 
what doubting  and  suspicious  temperament, 
fond  of  ocular  demonstration  and  proof  positive : 
lie  stopped  therefore  in  Bartholomew  Lane,  and 
advancing  one  hand  over  his  e3'e8  to  protect 
them  from  the  splendour  of  the  gilt  grasshopper 
on  the  summit  of  the  lower,  while  with  the  other 
he  drew  his  time-piece  from  his  fob,  lie  had  the 
satisfaction  of  finding  upon  visual  evidence,  that 
both  the  chronometers  entertained  a  precisely 
similar  opinion  as  to  the  time  of  the  day.  This 
important  point  being 'fiettled,  his  horn-headed 
cane  was  resumed  from  beneath  his  arm,  a  loud 
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*'hemr  attested  hi«  complacency  at  the  good  im. 
dentanding  betwe^i  the  clock  and  the  watch, 
and  he  Tigorously  moved  on  towards  the  £x. 
change. 

Thete  was  an  obstinacy  about  this  person* 
age  which  made  him  cling  pertinaciously  to  old 
habits  and  fashions,  unless  he  could  improve 
upon  them  by  a  saving  of  expense,   which  in 
his  opnicMi  was  an  infallible  test  of  superiority. 
Thus  be  retained  his  old  three-cornered,  flat, 
and  well-brushed  beaver,  as  well  as  his  close  pg. 
tailed  wig  without  curls  or  powder,  because  the 
latter  preserved  his  clothes,  saved  the  expense 
of   a  regular  hair-dresser,  and   prevented  any 
unnecessary  waste  of  time ;  a  formal  stock,  sup- 
plied the  place  of  a  cravat,  and  his  frill  was 
unadcHned  with  lace.     His  coat  with  its  com- 
prehensive cuffs,  and  the  waistcoat  whose  long 
flap-pockets  nearly  reaching  to  his  knees,  were 
generally  stuffed  with  papers  and  some  lumps  of 
white  sugar  with  which  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
recreating  himself,  had  originally  constituted  one 
piece  of  superfine  dark  cloth.     Large  metal  but- 
tons were  sparingly  distributed  over  the  former 
B  2 
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vestment.  His  nether  garment  was  of  the  same 
material  as  the  coat,  fastened  at  the  knee  with  a 
large  hrass  buckle ;  on  week  days  be  wore  grey 
cotton  stockings,  which  on  the  sabbath  were 
exchanged  for  a  pair  of  dark  clouded  silk  ;  his 
shoes  were  square-toed,  high-quartered  and  well 
]>olished  ;  and  to  prevent  the  leatlier,  or  the 
brood  brass  buckles  from  soiling  his  stockings, 
his  first  care  in  the  morning  was  to  protect  his 
instep  by  fences  of  white  paper.  These  were 
withdrawn  when  he  went  to  'Change,  carefully 
placed  upon  the  mantel-piece,  under  the  guard- 
ianship of  an  old  interest-book,  and  resumed 
the  next  morning,  until  they  imparted  more  dift- 
oolourations  than  they  prevented,  when  the  ex- 
travagance of  new  slips  became  inevitable. 

From  the  antiquated  fashion  of  his  garb  he 
was  suspected  of  being  much  older  than  he 
really  was,  although  a  close  observer  might 
detect  beneath  these  external  manifestations  of 
age,  a  sturdy  vigaroua  figure,  and  a  face  which, 
wliile  it  exhibited  that  pale,  sodden  complexion 
peculiar  to  the  citizens  of  London,  betrayed 
the  inlQuences  of  business  and  hard  appltcationi 


tiMB tlie  mvagci  of  time.  Hknoae 
flf  a  pgwiwiiMmcc  not  quile  coMbtcnt  vith 
tlK  ndtt  of  tTBunetry,  altlboiigh  flf  tptdal  mt- 
viee  lor  tiw  oeeanoottl  support  of  hb  ipccUieW; 
<ad  he  kid  *  Ivige  gray  suffncsoiu  eye,  which, 
from  his  hring  rather  ihort  righted,  be  wae  ia 
the  hefail  of  briaging  pretty  dote,  aod  fixing  to 
its  object  with  a  look  of  picrdng  scrutiny  ea  tf 
he  woald  dive  ialo  the  very  bosom  of  those  with 
whoa  he  was  coaTcrsing. 

At  thse  period  the  findgners  who  frequcvtad 
the  Boyal  Exdtange  appeared  in  the  costume 
of  their  respective  aatioQa»  whichi  added  to  the 
Tflriotts  garbs  of  the  Jews,  Quakers  and  othen, 
who  swelled  the  busy  throng,  imparted  to  the 
whole  assemUage  a  much  more  Hvely  look  than 
is  now  worn  by  their  equally  bustling,  but  mora 
monotonously  clad  successors.  The  rich  gold, 
smiths  woe  seen  moring  to  snd  ho  eagerly  so* 
licitiBg  business  as  bankers — a  branch  which  had 
bat  reeently  beea  established  as  an  addition  to 
their  liormer  trade,  and  one  to  which  Gold'u^- 
ham,  with  his  usual  dislike  of  innovadon,  had 
not  yet  by  any  means  become  rcconcilad.   Soma 
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of  those  whose  descendants  are  at  this  moment 
enriching  themselves  by  the  same  occupation, 
appUed  to  him,  with  no  small  obsequiousness, 
for  his  custom;  but  his  grey  eye  immediately 
assumed  a  look  of  increased  suspicion,  and 
their  overtures  were  all  rejected  with  much 
less  ceremony  than  they  were  tendered. — 
"  I  have  no  objection  to  dine  with  you,  my 
good  friend,"  he  exclaimed  to  Sir  Josiuh  Child, 
who  was  one  of  the  applicants  in  question — "  I 
shall  be  well  pleased  to  see  the  great  fishponds 
at  Wanstead,  and  the  plantations  of  walnut 
trees  of  which  I  have  heard  so  much,  and  I 
wish  good  success  to  your  friends  Blanchard 
and  Child,  of  Temple-bar;  but  ivith  their  leave 
and  yours,  I  will  take  care  of  my  own  money. 
'I  see  so  many  round  about  me  who  lost  the 
cash  they  had  deposited  with  Ben  Hinton  of 
Lombard  Street,  that  I  had  rather  run  the  risk 
of  thieves  than  that  of  bankers.  Adzooks  !  Sir 
Josiah,  if  you  had  not  kept  the  key  of  your 
own  strong  box,  you  had  never  given  fifty 
thousand  pounds  to  your  daughter,  and  mar- 
ried her  to  the  Duke  of  Bcaufort^s  eldest  son."" 
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B«ng  DOW  jaioed  by  some  of  the  prindpftl 
merchants  upon  the  Baltic  walk,  he  fell  into 
a  desult<»7  discourse  with  his  companions,  in 
iHiich  the  new  sUtoe  of  Charles  the  First,  the 
recent  death  of  Charles  the  Second,  King 
Jameses  declaration  to  the  Lords  at  Whitehall, 
and  the  fluctuatioa  in  Exchequer  talliet  and  In- 
dia Stock,  divided  the  attention  of  the  Speakers, 
with  the  prices  of  Riga  hemp  and  flax,  Archan- 
gel  tar»  and  Petersburgfa  yellow  candle  talk>w. 

A  new  appfication  from  a  banker  canvassing 
for  custom  occasioaing  him  to  quit  this  party  in 
dudgeon,  Isaac  turned  to  his  nephew,  and  tap- 
ping him  on  the  shoulder,  offered  to  treat  him 
to  oysters  and  lamb's-wool,  (or  ale  poured  on 
roasted  apples  and  sugar,)  adding  that  he  had 
tlie  latter  ingredient  in  his  pocket  which  woukl 
save  two-pence.  This  invitation  being  joyfully 
accepted,  they  forced  their  way  through  the 
mercantile  dealers  and  chapmen,  whom,  indc€«i, 
Goldingham  shouldered  aside  without  much  ce- 
remony, and  passed  into  Comhill.  Old  folks  in 
the  company  of  young  ones,  as  if  conscious  that 
their  aasodatea  are   likely  to  enjoy  a  greater 
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share  of  the  future,  are  apt  to  indemnify  them- 
selves out  of  the  past,  hy  making  a  triumphant 
display  of  their  superior  extent  of  recollection. 
Thus  the  worthy  merchant  failed  not  to  point 
out  to  his  young  auditor  as  they  proceeded, 
every  change  that  had  occurred  in  the  rebuild- 
ing of  the  houses  after  the  great  Fire,  boasting 
how  well  he  recollected  all  the  alterations,  and 
the  fronts  of  each  individual  edifice  for  twenty 
years  before  that  all-obliterating  calamity.  On 
reaching  the  bottom  of  Cornhill  he  crossed 
over  into  the  Stocks  Market ;  and  after  regret- 
ting the  removal  of  the  Stocks,  whence  the 
place  took  its  name,  and  which  hod  bucn  of 
special  use  for  th^  intimidation  of  petty  offen- 
ders and  disorderly  apprentices,  he  passed  un- 
der the  row  of  trees  that  bounded  the  place  on 
the  east,  in  order  that  he  might  point  out  to  the 
attention  of  his  young  companion  the  famous 
equestrian  statue,  erected  in  honour  of  Charles 
the  Second,  by  his  most  loyal  subject  Sir  Ro- 
bert Viner,  the  great  banker. — "  Egad !  that 
was  a  lucky  hit  of  Sir  Robert'sj""  cried  Gokl- 
ingham ;    "  he   fortunately  discovered    an   old 


itatue  of  Sofaiiddy  EsOg  «f  Poland,  tranipfii^ 
00  a  Turk,  and  causing  a  few  a]teratioo«  10 
be  made,  he  diriaUoed  die  Poliib  aonardk  by 
die  naoie  ct  Charies;  beatowed  that  of  OUvcr 
Cfonnrdl  00  the  tuihaned  Turk,  and  aeC 
up  the  traaflopgnficd  figurea  where  you  now 
aee  theaa.  Ah  Reuben,  Beuben !  that  waa  a 
meny  mecdog  when  I  dhicd  with  Sir  Robert 
during  hia  mayoralty  at  hia  new  hoote  in  Ixm^ 
bard  Street.'  King  Charlca  waa  there;  and 
when  be  waa  for  retiring,  his  jovial  boat,  filled 
with  good  liquor  and  Ic^alty,  hud  hold  of  him, 
and  swore  be  should  take  toother  bottle.  I  shall 
never  forget  how  kindly  the  merry  King  looked 
at  him  over  his  dioulder,  aa  with  a  smile  and 
graceful  air  he  hummed  part  of  a  song  out  ct 
one  of  ShadwelTs  plays,— 

*'  Good  store  of  good  Qsret  sappUei  ertrj  thing. 
And  the  man  that  is  dnmk  is  as  great  as  a  king.** 

after  which  he  immediately  turned  back,  and 
complied  with  his  hoat^a  request  Poor  man  I 
he  is  dead  and  gone  now,  dead  and  gone  !  But 
here  we  are  at  the  Oyster  stands,  so  eat  away, 
a  5. 
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and  I  ''11  sweeten  the  lambVwool  for  jou  td j- 
Belf.** 

Diving  into  his  capacious  waistcoat-pocket  he 
fished  up  two  or  three  lumps  of  sugar,  with 
which  he  carefully  prepared  their  beverage;  tlie 
youth  betook  hiiiihclf  to  the  oysters,  aud  both 
having  presently  appeased  their  appetites  and 
emptied  the  tankard,  the  party  set  off  on  their 
return  towards  tlie  Exchange. 

Short  as  was  the  way,  the  merchant  did  not 
lose  the  opportunity  of  still  further  displaying 
his  antiquarian ^lore.  At  llie  sight  of  the  gilt 
grasshopper  upon  the  top  of  the  tower,  he 
failed  not  to  recount  that  Sir  Thomas  Gresham, 
the  builder  of  the  original  edifice,  was  reported 
to  have  chosen  it  for  his  crest,  because  the 
chirping  of  that  insect  had  occasioned  him  to 
be  found  when  he  was  left  exposed  as  an  infant 
in  the  fields;  concluding  with  the  equally  apo- 
cryphal statement,  that  when  Queen  Elizabeth 
and  her  nobility  came  from  Somerset  House, 
and  caused  the  new  building  to  be  named  by 
trumpet  and  herald  "  The  Royal  Exchange," 
Sir  Thonuis  had  reduced    a   costly  pear]    tu 


powdtf,  ftnd  galkntly  swaUowed  it  in  driniunir 
ber  Majesty*8  health.  In  ndditioa  to  thit  redtel 
he  completed  tlie  wcll4uiown  ilory  of  Edwsrd 
Osborne,  spprentioe  to  Sir  William  Hewc-t*  the 
doth-worker  upon  London  Bridge,  who  leaping 
out  of  the  window  to  save  his  master*!  drowning 
daugfat^',  finally  received  her  in  marriage,  with 
an  imroenae  portion ;  and  he  was  already  hard 
upon  the  tale  of  Whittingtoo  and  his  furtunatt* 
ship,  the  Cat,  when  they  again  foand  themselvir)! 
on  the  Baltic  walk,  and  Isaac  went  to  join  a  little 
knot  of  dTic  grandees,  who  were  huddled  in 
one  comer  of  the  piazza,  whispering  togethtt 
with  an  appearance  iA  great  eamestneiw. 

No  sooner  had  he  learnt  the  subject  of  thi* 
close  conference,  whidi  was  the  King's  intention 
of  going  publicly  to  the  celebration  of  maii» 
at  a  Roman  Cathcdic  chapel,  than  his  lower 
jaw  fell  with  a  blank  look  of  alarm:  he  fixed 
his  grey  eye  with  an  expression  of  more  than 
ordinary  suspidon  upon  the  bearer  of  thin  a|»- 
palling  intelligence,  and  having  gathered  fnnn 
his  answers  that  there  was  undoubted  warrant 
for  the  news,  he  said  not  a  word  more,  but  seiz* 
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iDg  his  nephew  by  the  amij  walked  hastily  off, 
and  tramped  silently  along  the  streets  m  the  di- 
rection uf  Uolborn.  From  tliis  place  his  young 
com]>anion  was  to  deport  in  the  stage  coach,  for 
the  puq>ose  of  completing  the  last  half-year  of 
his  education  at  Oxford.  Although  somewhat 
penurious  in  small  matters^  Goklingham  was 
far  from  ungenerous  in  his  disposition,  and 
having  dismissed  the  young  traveller  with  a 
handsome  supply  of  cash,  he  was  left  at  full 
liberty,  as  he  paced  slowly  back  towards  the 
city,  to  ruminate  upon  the  alarming  intelligence 
he  had  received.  Nothing  was  more  natural 
than  that  the  King,  whose  religious  principles 
had  long  been  a  matter  of  notoriety,  should 
choose  to  go  publicly  to  mass ;  but  Isaac  was  a 
staunch  true  blue  Protestant,  whose  general 
sagacity  entirely  deserted  him  when  he  saw,  or 
fancied  that  he  saw,  any  thing  that  could  be 
magnified  by  his  fears  into  a  Popish  plot. 
Every  imputed  conspiracy  of  this  nature,  how- 
ever improbable  or  even  impossible,  received  his 
instant  credence.  No  peijuries  were  too  mon- 
strous for  him   to  swallow  ;  upon  this  subject 
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liift  taale  Ibr  the  nwrTdlous  mod  the 
aeeaied  to  be  equally  ODdisdnguisfaiiig  and  im^ 
tiable.     He  was  a  fim  bdierer  in  the  fable  of 
Miles  Prance,  the  SaTcnraith,  that  tattj  thoo» 
nod  Spani^  ptlgrinu  were  to  invade  Britain, 
bringing  with  them  as  many  black  bills  to  ann 
the  Irish  Catholics ;  he  yidded  a  no  leas  impU- 
dt  assent  to  the  story  that  the  obncouous  Pio> 
testants  were  to  be  bailed  alive,  and  that  Sir 
Dudley  North  was  to  be  skinned,  stuffed,  and 
hui^  up  in  GuildhallM  ttrrorem:  aad  although 
the  ever  infamous  Titus  Oates  was  now  beoco^ 
ing  a  byfr-word  in  people^s  mouths  for  perjury, 
he  suppcvted  the  truth  of  his  testimony  to  the 
lait,  retained  his  portrait  pasted  upon  the  walla 
of  every  room  in  his  bouse,  and  made  presents 
of  i^^oves,  fans,  and  handkerGhie&,  adorned  with 
the  same  hideous  head,  to  all  hu  female  ao> 
quaintance.     A  steady  customer  to  those  cuiK 
ning  tradesmen,  who,  when  they  wanted  to  get 
rid  of  their  unsaleable  wares,  tacked  the  attnfr* 
tive  word  Protestant  to  them,  he  found  a  Kcret 
consolation  in  wearii^  blue  socks  and  garters 
lanctified  by  that  appellation.    Nay,  upon  one 
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occasion  in  the  preceding  reign,  when  the  mob 
were  rudely  besetting  Nell  (rwyn  in  her  coach, 
mistaking  her  for  tlic  Duchess  of  Portsmouth, 
honest  Isaac  beat  them  off  with  hib  hortt-hcaded 
cane,  calling  out  at  the  same  time  that  &he  was 
the  King's  Protestant  mistress,  a  distinction 
which  immediately  converted  the  wrath  of  the 
]K)pu1ace  into  three  hearty  cheers,  wherein  the 
moral  and  religious  merchant  most  heartily  bore 
a  part. 

In  addition  to  these  evidences  of  his  terrors 
and  his  zeal  he  was  occasionally  heard  humming 
to  himself  the  Ballad  of  "  the  Raree  Show,^*  for 
which  the  unfortunate  College^  better  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Protestant  Joiner,  lost  his  life ; 
— he  would  have  staked  his  existence  upon  the 
veracity  of  the  Monument,  had  it  attributed  a 
thousand  other  enormities,  besides  the  Fire  of 
London,  to  the  malice  of  the  Popish  faction ; 
he  removed  all  the  billets  of  wood  from  his  cel- 
lar, lest  they  shoidd  be  ignited  by  the  fire-baUs 
of  the  same  restless  incendiaries;  he  invariably 
carried  in  his  pocket  a  portable  jointed  blud- 
geon armed   with   lead,  a  weapon   of  defence 
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wluch  had  reccifed  the  appellation  of  the  Pro- 
testant flan ;  and  finally  he  kept  in  hu  houar, 
and  occaaooaUj  wore,  a  complete  suit  of  ailk 
annour,  allied  to  be  of  mch  tough  texture  aa 
to  be  pistol  and  dagger  proof,  as  a  protectkn 
against  a  band  d[  fellow  subjects,  who,  although 
they  were  perfectly  conteinptible  in  point  of 
numbers,  and  all  quietly  engaged  in  their  re- 
spectiTe  avocations,  were  supposed  to  be  not 
less  able  than  willing  to  massacre  several  mil* 
lioDS  of  their  Protestant  countrymen,  in  what- 
ever manner  and  at  whatever  time  they  thought 
proper  to  make  the  attempt.  That  he  should 
surrender  himself  to  such  monstrous  delusions 
may  be  supposed  to  convey  some  imputation 
upon  his  sanity,  or  at  all  events  upon  his  good 
judgment ;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  he 
■hared  them  with  a  great  portion  of  the  nation ; 
it  was  the  moral  plague  with  which  the  people 
was  tormented  for  a  lengthened  period  ;  and  so 
deeply  and  widely  did  it  spread  its  poison 
through  the  land,  that  although  the  Wrulence 
of  the  symptoms  may  be  somewhat  abated,  there 
is  too  much  reaaon  to  fear  that  the  disease  is  far 
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from  being  completely  eradicated,  even  in  our 
own  d&ys. 

All  the  bugbears  and  chimeras  with  which 
he  had  ever  been  assailed,  rose  up  in  array  be- 
fore the  merchant  as  he  trudged  along  Holbom, 
and  imagined  that  he  saw,  in  this  resolution  of 
tlic  King,  a  determination  to  force  Popery  down 
the  throats  of  his  subjects  with  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.  Abinned  as  he  was  for  his  country 
and  his  religion,  he  was  still  more  so  for  the 
security  of  his  property.  He  had  been  a  consi- 
derable sufferer  by  the  iniquitous  shutting  up 
of  the  Exchequer  in  the  year  1672 ;  and  not 
doubting  that  the  new  King  would  resort  to  a 
uroilar  measure  for  the  mere  pleasure  of  rob- 
bing his  Protestant  subjects,  bis  heart  sunk 
within  him  as  he  recollected  the  amount  of  the 
tallies  in  his  possession,  and  he  hurried  down  to 
the  office  by  the  river  side  to  ascertain  whether 
it  yet  remained  open.  Here  every  thing  wore 
its  customary  appearance ;  but  his  fears  were  no 
sooner  a  little  tranquillized  in  this  quarter,  than, 
with  all  the  anxiety  of  wealth,  he  hastened  to 
the  India  House  and  the  Royal  African  Com- 


MMVWMM  AMLBT.  IT 

pMB  J,  to  inqmn  the  price  of  hk  stock  in  thorn 
wtpecdro  ftfbiitfnncaU»  and  left  them  with  m 
hmry  heart  wlwn  he  learnt  that  both  wen  oEm^ 
afcrtblj  lower  than  on  the  prerious  nacniag. 

1^  appearance  of  Comhill,  aa  be  retumad 

iloog  it,  did  not  tend  to  exhilarate  hu  ipirits: 

dwre  was  but  one  hadmey-coach   upon   the 

<and|  of  which  the  hortet  and  drircr  were  all 

■ilwp;  the  few  paawngen  that  were  moring 

about  Memed  to  bepnichedaod  Mniied  by  the 

cold ;  the  street  was  a  mournful  mass  of  mud» 

sad  &  gloom  of  noxious  and  smothering  fog  ba- 

gnn  to  le-invest  the  City  in  its  customary  evening 

rinoud.    In  the  Exchange  he  found  the  samn 

aoiitude  and  stiUness; — all  was  now  deserted. 

Vmg  Cbaries  and  bis  brother  roooarchs  of  stonCt 

dimly    seen    through    the   yellow  muddy  air* 

Seeujcd  to  stand  sad  and  sedate  upon  their  pe-> 

destais,  ahhougb  their  ears  had  so  lately  been 

asariltfd  with  ooosonants  and  gutturals  from  the 

Dutch  and  German  walks,  as  well  as  with  the 

intermingled  hubbub  of  Jews  and  gentiles,  and 

tH  the  confused  gabUe  of  their  bargain-dnving 

subjects.     As  the  h<^w  arcades  echoed  to  his 
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aolitary  footsteps  he  began  to  contemplate  the 
prudence  of  preventing  any  further  losses  and 
of  securing  his  large  property  by  retiring  from 
business  and  purchasing  an  estate  in  the  coun- 
try. That  the  King's  well-known  disposition 
to  introduce  Popery  and  arbitrary  power  would 
produce  some  pohtical  convulsion  Jie  did  not 
entertain  a  doubt:  it  was  impossible  to  say 
where  the  storm  would  burst,  what  property 
would  be  confiscated,  whose  life  would  be  sacri- 
ficed ;  but  at  all  events  terra  firma  was  a  better 
security  than  stock  or  merchandize,  and  the 
country  less  likely  to  be  the  scene  of  popular 
commotion  or  Popish  massacre  than  the  capital. 
"  When  Ahab  saw  the  little  cloud  coining  up 
irom  the  sea,"  muttered  the  merchant  to  himself, 
"  although  it  was  no  bigger  than  his  hand,  he 
mounted  his  cliariot,  and  fled  away  before  the 
storm  came  on  ;  I  will  imitate  his  example,  for 
I  have  seen  enough  to  assure  me  that  the  thun- 
der is  not  far  off.'' 

Delivering  himself  of  a  loud  "  hem  !^  as  if 
in  complacent  approbation  of  this  resolve,  he 
drew  a  lump  of  sugar  from  his  waistcoat  to  re- 
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emit  his  ^lirits,  and  with  his  hom4ie«d«d  cane 
under  his  left  arm,  while  his  right  hand  ocm. 
tinued  uncoDseioaflly  jingling  the  guineas  in  his 
hreedies  pockety  he  sauntered  musingly  down 
Bartholoinew  Lane,  and  turned  into  his  count- 
ing-house in  ThrogmortoD-street.  Here  he  was 
deeply  absorbed  for  a  considerable  time  in  ex* 
amimng  inroioes  and  biUs  of  parcels,  or  tundng 
<na  the  Wares  of  his  great  ledger,  with  a  Tiew 
to  the  cdOiectioD  of  his  debts,  and  the  genetd 
winding  up  of  his  affairs,  until  the  fatigue  of 
his  long  walk  in  the  morning  occasioned  him  to 
done,  and  at  length  fall  fast  asleep  upon  his 
stooL  An  established  etiquette  prohibiting  his 
derks  tram  departing  unless  they  had  received 
orders  to  that  effect,  they  had  recourse  to  their 
usual  altemadre  of  coughing,  sneezing,  tread- 
ing upon  nuts,  and  rattling  the  door  in  the 
hope  of  arousing  him.  All  these  expedients 
having  been  tried  in  vain,  they  contrived 
to  launch  the  ledger  down  the  sloping  desk, 
from  whose  acclivity  it  fell  with  the  velo- 
city of  an  avalandie,  and  quickly  rousing  him 
"  like  a  rattling  peal  of  thunder,"  occasioned 
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the  impatient  varlets  to  be  dismissed  for  the 
nigbt.  Isaac  himself  haying  carefully  secured 
his  safe  and  his  strong  room,  as  well  as  the 
locks,  bolts,  and  bars  of  his  mansion,  and  ex- 
amined the  cellar  for  fear  of  gunpowder,  placed 
a  pair  of  loaded  pistols,  his  protestant  flai),  and 
his  silk  armour  by  his  bed-side,  and  thus  en- 
trenched betook  himself  shortly  after  to  rest. 

On  the  following  morning,  his  fears  revisited 
him  with  unabated  violence;  but  at  the  same 
time  his  habitual  distrust  of  all  news  gathered 
upon  'Change,  which  he  had  found  by  expe- 
rience lo  be  often  invented  for  interested  pur- 
poses, suggested  to  him  that  he  might  have 
been  too  hast3'  in  believing  what  he  had  heard, 
and  he  resolved,  at  all  events,  not  to  sell  any  of 
his  Exchequer  tallies  till  he  had  received  ocular 
demonstration  of  the  rumoured  enormity.  True, 
the  King  had  ordered  Huddleston,  the  priest  who 
attended  the  late  monarch  in  his  last  moments, 
to  make  a  public  declaration  of  his  having  died  in 
the  Romish  faith  ;  and  he  bad  published,  in  his 
own  name,  two  papers  found  in  the  royal  strong 
box,  and  written  in  his  brother's  hand,  in  favour 


dTdKHne  doctrino;  but  that  he  ihoald  go 
pnliiddjy  vfaalever  mi^t  be  fais  prirate  n»» 
tiaeala,  to  the  crWbration  of  s  canmoaj  wUcb 
die  lavs  be  had  m  iaielj  proaueed  to  taaiatiiD 
declared  to  be  cihniiial,  was  an  outrage  not  to 
be  cicdiled  on  km  than  ocular  autfaoritjr.  To 
that  decuire  pcoof  it  might  be  speedOj  sul^ 
jected,  ivr  it  was  then  the  Sabbath  nnffinng. 
Am^ii^  faiauetf  aoooidingly  in  hu  Sunday 
bililHiwti,  depoating  hie  ProteMant  flail  in 
ane  pocket,  a  prayer-book  in  the  other,  and 
faniidbing  \m  waittcoat  with  a  fresh  supply  of 
Imop  sugar  from  a  locker  that  formed  the  eeat 
of  his  parlour-window,  he  uttered  a  loud  **  hem  T 
expreaeive  cf  bis  purpose  to  be  fully  narisfird, 
struck  his  cane  sharply  upon  the  ground,  and 
began  his  walk  towards  St.  Jameses. 

On  his  approaching  the  chapel  in  question, 
the  little  knots  of  people  whispering  eagerly 
together  in  its  vicinity,  and  the  buzz  that 
proceeded  from  the  mob  collected  around  the 
doors,  presently  convinced  him  that  the  rumour 
was  widely  circulated,  and  that  ■ome  extraordi- 
mrj  vintant  waa  expected.  Our  merchant,  who. 
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perhaps,  imagined  that  his  short  sight  might 
excuse  a  little  exertion  of  his  sturdy  strcngtli  to 
procure  a  good  place,  soon  shouldered  himself 
into  a  position  near  the  door,  where  he  had  not 
long  remained  when  the  sound  of  trumpets  oc- 
casioned all  eyes  to  be  turned  in  the  direction 
of  Whitehall,  whence  the  King  was  seen  ap- 
proaching in  full  procession,  with  a  numerous 
retinue,  and  all  the  ensigns  of  royalty,  being 
attended  by  the  Lords  Sunderland,  Godolphin, 
and  others,  and  followed  by  his  guards.  Isaac's 
g^cy,  searching,  and  reproachful  eye  loolccd  as 
if  it  would  start  from  its  socket  and  nail  it- 
self to  him  as  he  approached  ;  but  his  wrath 
against  the  monarch,  bitter  as  it  was,  was  ab- 
sorbed fur  a  moment  in  admiration  of  tlie  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  who  carried  the  sword  of  state, 
and  stopped  short  at  the  door  of  the  chapel. — 
*'  Your  father,  ray  Lord,  would  have  gone 
further,"  said  the  King  passing  him.  "  And 
your  Majesty's  father  would  not  have  gone  so 
far,"  replied  the  Duke,  bowing  and  drawing 
still  further  back.  James  coloured  slightly, 
hit  his  under  lip,  and  entered  the  chapel^  while 
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a  bau  of  approbatioD,  mixed  with  exckmatkms 
d  ^God  blew  your  Grace  T  in  which  Isaac's 
▼otce  predamin^ed,  issued  from  the  gratified 
assemblage  without 

As  if  sickened  at  the  abomination  he  had 
witnessed,  the  merchant  turned  aside,  upat 
indignantlj  upon  the  ground,  and  after  trying 
to  sweeten  his  imagination,  through  the  medium 
cf  bis  palate,  by  a  lump  of  sugar  from  his 
waistcoat  pocket,  walked  hastily  to  the  chapel 
royal,  determined  to  show  that  one  at  least 
of  his  subjects  remained  uninfluenced  by  the 
King^s  desertion  of  that  orthodox  houne  of 
prayer.  Here  he  had  the  consolation  of  hear- 
ing a  sermon  against  Popery  from  the  Bishop 
of  Bath  and  Wells,  and  a  few  days  afterwards 
had  the  additional  satisfaction  of  learning,  that 
when  James  complained  of  some  intem|)erate  re- 
flections he  was  alleged  to  liave  introduced, 
the  Bishop  had  the  spirit  to  reply — "  Sir*  had 
you  attended  your  own  duty  in  Church,  my 
enemies  had  missed  the  opportunity  of  accusing 
roe  falsely.'" 

On  bis  emerging  from  the  chapeUroyal,  Isaac 
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returned  to  the  City  filled  witli  a  Lliousuiid  vague 
misgivings  as  to  his  life  and  property,  and  con- 
firmed in  all  his  resolutions  to  seek  a  chance  at 
prolonging  the  enjoyment  of  both  by  quitting 
business  and  retiring  into  the  country.     After 
the  completion  of  his  solitary  dinner,  for  he 
never  saw  company  or  dined  out  on  the  sabbath, 
he  sallied  forth  to  enjoy  his  Sunday  aftemoon^s 
walk.  The  general  aspect  of  the  City  onlhis  day, 
with  its  shops  and  windows  all  closed,  its  streets 
deserted,  and  the  busy  hubbub  of  crowds  and 
carriages  exchanged  for  solitude,  and  the  mourn- 
ful tolling  of  innumerable  bells,  is  at  all  times 
sufficiently  forlorn  and  dismal;  but  the  prome- 
nade then  selected  by  a  portion  of  tlie  citizens 
was  still  more  lugubrious.    It  was  the  broad 
paved  walk,  or  mall,  in  Moorfields,  flanked  by 
formal  rows  of  smoke-blackened,  leafless  trees 
on  either  side,  terminated  by  Bedlam  Hospital 
at  one  extremity,  and  infested  by  a  whole  La- 
zar-house  of  crippled  beggars,  whose  exposed 
sores  and  deformities  seemed  little  calculated  to 
promote  the  trade  of  the  ginger-bread  and  apple- 
stalls  in  their  immediate  vicinity.    Here  the 


timxmmm  a«u.st.  S» 

good  LJtiwi  wkfa  cbar  whm  aod  rMHrf, 
sonie  of  the  latter  of  whom  tbej  dngged  bflfaiod 
diem  in  little  cfaauety  paraded  tedatdy  up  and 
down  throagfa  the  chfl]  gloom  j  atmoiphere,  g^ 
ang  alteraatdy  at  Cibber^s  figurat  of  madmen 
in  Iniat  oi  the  buflding^  or  at  the  head  eTaone 
Ining  Maniac  protruded  from  the  ban  oi  Us 
primi;  while  the  tolhiig  of  churdt  bdla  vaa 
varied  at  intervals  by  the  yelping  of  duobedieat 
urchins,  or  the  shrieks  of  some  raTing  inmate 
of  the  hoepitaJ.  And  here  too  did  the  metho- 
dical Imsc,  with  his  l^t  hand  extended,  palm 
outwards,  across  his  back,  and  hu  right  making 
the  stones  ring  with  the  r^ular  percussions  of 
lus  fenilci  march  out  bis  appointed  hour  till  the 
dme  of  afternoon  service,  when  he  betook  him- 
sdf  to  his  parish  church.  The  evening  was 
dedicated  to  the  perusal  of  the  Bible  in  bis  own 
darkened  back  parlour  behind  the  counting- 
house,  and  in  the  morning  he  resolved  to  lose 
no  time  in  making  such  inquiries  as  might  en- 
Me  him  to  select  a  pleasant  residence  in  the 
ooontry,  and  secure  at  the  same  time  an  eligible 
inreatment  of  his  money. 
▼OL.   I.  c 
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In  pursuance  of  this  detenni nation  he  pro. 
ceeded  immediately  after  breakfast  to  Jonathan's 
Coffee-house  for  the  purpose  of  looking  over  the 
Weekly  Courant  in  which  the  different  estates 
for  sole  were  generally  adverti&ed.  As  he  ap> 
proached  the  tlireshold  of  the  house^  his  eye  was 
accidentallv  directed  to  a  large  board  containing 
printed  notices  of  the  sales  for  the  ensuing  week, 
at  the  very  head  of  which  he  distinguished  the 
word  GoLDiycHAM  in  goodly  Roman  capitals. 
At  sight  of  this  phenomenon  he  made  a  dead 
halt  in  no  small  surprise,  but  us  few  in)prc&&ions 
were  sulRciently  vivid  to  urge  liim  to  any 
unbecoming  hurry,  he  took  out  liis  spectacles, 
wiped  them  very  leisurely  with  his  handker- 
chief, and  fixing  his  shrewd  eye  upon  the  paper, 
while  his  lower  jaw  fell  upon  bis  stock,  he  dis- 
covered thai  his  friend  Tibbs  the  Scrivener  had 
the  disposal  of "  That  truly  valuable  Free- 
hold Estate,  vnih  Mansion-house  and  Offices, 
called  GoLDiSGHAM  pLAce,  near  Lyme  in 
Dorsetsliire,  situate  in  the  centre  of  a  Park  at  a 
pleasant  distance  from  the  sea,  en\nroned  by 
two  thousand  three  hundred  acres  of  arable, 


EBVBBV   AMLET.  f7 


pMtuie,  Bicttdov,  And  woodbnd,  divuM  into 
iMaMftaU  and  hna^  P*^^J  i*^  hand,  and  putljr 
kt  upon  lease  torespectabic  tenants,  in  a  healthy 
mA  beautifully  picturetque  part  of  the  country, 
aarromided  by  exorilent  roada.^'^— • 

**  Goldingham  Place  i^Goiaingham  Place  T 
Maculated  the  ineFchant,  taking  off  his  spectados 
aad  refrfacing  them  in  his  sha^i^reen  case. — *'  I 
Inew  not  that  any  f^aoe  in  England  bore  that 
appdlatioa,  nor  that  there  existed  another 
htnalj  of  the  same  name.  I  remember,  indeed, 
to  have  once  read  in  the  Mercury,  that  one 
Harry  Goldingham,  who  was  to  represent  Anon 
in  a  pageant  before  Queen  Elizalieth,  finding 
bis  Toice  to  be  very  hoarse  and  unpleawnt  when 
he  came  to  perform  it,  tore  off  his  disguise 
and  swore  he  was  none  of  Arion,  not  he,  but 
even  honest  Harry  Goldingham.  I  question, 
howerer,  whether  this  croaking  variet  ever  came 
to  be  a  lord  of  the  manor,  and  to  bestow  hi» 
name  upon  a  mansion  in  a  park.  Curious 
enough — curious  enough : — I  must  «ec  Jemmy 
Tlbbs  immediately.'" 

It  seemed  doubly  extraordinary  to  Isaac,  who 
c  2 
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was  always  deeply  affected  by  omens  and  odd 
coincidences,  that  he  should  at  such  a  Tnoment 
stumble  upon  a  purcha.se  so  .singularly  adapted 
to  perpetuate  his  name,  if  he  wished  to  become 
the  founder  of  a  family,  as  from  his  lar^  for- 
tune he  was  well  entitled  to  be.  It  was  true  his 
wifu  was  dead — he  had  never  had  any  children 
of  his  own ;  and  it  was  somewhat  of  the  latest 
to  think  of  direct  issue.  He  had  a  nephew,  in- 
deed, of  his  own  name,  Basil  Goldingham,  the 
only  child  of  a  deceased  brother;  but  the  youth 
was  a  moping,  churlibh  lout,— <me  to  whom  Na- 
ture had  been  equally  niggardly^  not  to  say  un- 
kind, both  in  respect  to  his  personal  and  mental 
qualifications;  and  having  paid  a  handsome  sum 
to  have  him  received  into  the  houfe  of  Sir  God- 
frey Kneller,  that  he  might  learn  portrait-paint- 
ing, tlie  only  art  for  which  he  seemed  to  have 
the  smallest  capacity,  his  uncle  cared  not  to  see 
much  more  of  him,  and  of  course  never  dreamt 
of  making  him  tlie  heir  to  his  fortune  and 
estate. 

He  had  another  nephew,  however,   Reuben 
Apsley,  the  son  of  his  only  idater,  who  with  her 


bu^Miid  and  daaghter  were  supposed  to  have 
perished  at  sea,  aa  they  had  sailed  homeward 
from  India  sereral  years  hefore,  and  had  never 
been  heard  of  since.  Reuben,  whom  he  had 
always  intended  to  adopt  as  his  own  son,  might 
take  the  name  of  Goldingham,  and  provide 
heirs  for  its  perpetual  trsnsmission ;  although 
there  were  no  particular  motives  for  continuing 
a  name  which  he  oould  not  trace  beyond  his 
grandiisther,  al  whom  he  had  no  great  reason  to 
be  proud.  In  the  family,  indeed,  there  had  been 
dim  traditions  of  a  great-uocle  who  was  within 
two  of  the  dvic  chair  when  he  died  of  a  surfeit ; 
but  Isaac  very  candidly  attributed  all  this  sha- 
dowy grandeur  to  the  vanity  of  his  mother, 
wh<s  being  herself  a  common  council-man's 
daughter,  was  of  an  aristocratical  spirit,  and 
prone  to  attach  undue  importance  to  worldly 
dignities  and  honours. 

He  was  not  himself,  however,  without  a  cct- 
tain  Csnuly  pride  prospectively,  for  it  may  be 
obserred  that  many  of  those  parvenus  who 
affect  the  most  supreme  contempt  for  ail  the 
honours  ot  ancestry,  are  the  foremost  in  securing 
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them  for  their  posterity,  by  entaihng  the  bulk 
of  their  property  upon  an  eldest  son^  and  pur- 
chuMng  mansions  and  titles  for  transmission  to 
his  descendants,  as  if  determined  to  constitute 
the  root  of  a  new  family-tree,  since  they  cannot 
attach  themselves  to  any  branch  of  an  old  one. 
Certain  vague  aspirations  of  this  nature  began 
to  ilit  athwart  the  merchant's  mind,  as  he  bent 
his  way  to  the  office  of  Jemmy  Tibbs,  whom 
he  fortunately  found  at  home,  and  with  whom 
he  instantly  proceeded  to  business.  From  his 
statement  it  appeared  that  Goldingham  Ftace 
belonged  to  a  nobleman  whose  occasion  for 
money  was  so  urgent,  owing  to  heavy  losses  at 
play,  that  he  was  willing  to  make  a  very  consi- 
derable sacrifice,  provided  he  could  have  pay- 
ment in  three  or  four  days.  Within  this 
short  period  it  was  quite  impossible  to  travel 
into  Dorsetshire  and  back,  and  it  was  allosrether 
contrary  to  Goldingham''a  liabits  to  make  a  blind 
bargain,  or  buy  a  pig  in  a  poke,  as  he  expressed 
himself.  Having,  howcrver,  carefully  examined 
the  rent-roll,  and  fully  inquired  into  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  estate,  which  his  friend  the 
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Scrivener  (apea  ^MW  tntbncniy  he  cotiU  idj) 
had  ktdy  impected,  he  began  to  think  that  tk 
atiD  farther  rrdttka  be  might  K|uaese  out  ci 
the  eMbamsMd  proprietor  would  fuUy  ooui^ 
taffaalanoe  any  duadYantages  aiiang  fran  the 
wank  of  ocukr  inspeetioo.  Indiffcsent  at  to 
locaHticat  he  merely  required  a  lieneficial  inte* 
Rit  for  his  money  ao  that  after  a  good  deal  of 
tfraggling  between  hii  habitual  distrust  and  his 
dc«re  of  dming  a  good  bargain,  with  no  small 
portion  of  chafferii^  between  the  needy  vender 
and  the  aooney-loving  purchaser,  he  finally  con* 
doded  iuft  contnct  on  rery  favourable  terms, 
and  proceeded  immediatdy  to  sell  a  sufficient 
portion  of  his  various  stocks  to  complete  the 
purchase-money. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  astonishment  of  the 
bcoken  and  dealers  upon  'Change,  when  they 
learnt  bis  purpose,  except  the  fervent  expre^ 
wms  of  their  regret  that  the  Baltic-walk  should 
ktae  one  of  its  wealthiest  merchants,  and  un- 
questionably its  brightest  omamoit.  So  pro- 
found was  their  smrow,  that  as  a  men  hedge 
to  their  feelings  they  all  became  suddenly  apxious 
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to  carry  in  their  pockets  some  memorial  of  so 
dear   and  valuable    a   ^end.      One    tLerefoie 
kindly  offered  to  take  his  India  Stock  off  his 
hands,  a  second  his  Exchequer  tallies,   a  third 
his  shares  in  the  African  Company,  and  others 
lus  flax,  hemp,  and  tallow,  at  such  depreciated 
prices  as  would  give  them  some  hundreds  of 
sterling  reasons    for  remembering    him.      But 
Isaac  was  much  too  old  a  burd  to  be  so  easily 
plucked.     His  sneering  half-suppressed  laugh, 
and  the  expression  of  his  keen  contemptuous 
eye,  soon  convinced  them  that,  if  they  meant  to 
deal  with  him  at  all,  they  must  do  it  at  honest 
market  prices.     He  obtained   the  full  value  for 
his  Stock,  paid  over  the  purchase-money,  and 
received  his  title  deeds.     The  conversion  of  his 
merchandize  however  into  cash,  and    the    col- 
lection of  his  outstanding  debts,  were  not  to  be 
no  rapidly  accomplished.     These  were  objects 
which  occupied  two  or  three  months  of  unre* 
mitted  application,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
period  he  thought  he  might  well  stand  acquitted 
of  undue  precipitation  if  he  just  ran  down  by 
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the  ooacli  to  hare  a  peep  at  the  estate  upoo 
vfakli  he  projected  paanug  the  reminder  of  his 
life.  All  that  had  recently  occurred  tended  to 
oonfinn  him  in  the  wisdom  of  his  proceedingt, 
and  two  omens  had  more  espedallj  convinced 
him  that  times  of  public  trouble  and  disaster 
were  rapidly  appnaching.  During  the  King^s 
corooatiao,  the  crown,  not  being  properly  fitted 
to  his  head,  tottered ;  when  Henry  Sidney,  the 
Keeper  of  die  R<^>esy  kept  it  from  falling  off-— 
pleasantly  observing  that  it  was  not  the  fint 
time  his  family  had  supported  the  crown.  On 
the  same  day,  a  square  of  glass  in  one  of  the 
diurches,  whereon  the  King^s  arms  were  painted, 
suddenly  fell  out  and  broke  to  pieces,  the  rest 
remaining  entire.  Trifling  as  they  were,  these 
inauspicious  auguries  agitated  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  upon  lew  did  they  make  a  deeper  iro- 
pressioo  than  upon  Isaac  Goldingham,  whom  we 
may  now  no  longer  designate  as  "  The  Merchant." 
It  was  therefore  with  a  complacent  "  hem  I"  of 
more  than  ordinaiy  loudness,  and  an  almost 
fire-striking  stamp  of  his  ferule  upon  the  pave- 
c  5 
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menty  that,  afiker  having  seen  hit  luggage  safely 
bestowed  in  the  huge  basket  bdhind,  he  mounted 
(he  ponderous  six-inside  stage-ooach  which  was 
to  occupy  many  a  weary  hour  of  successive  days 
in  dragging  him  into  Dorsetshire. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

"  Why  bow  BOW,  He€»U  ?  Hum  took'st  angwly.'* 

Macbitu 

Akocno  the  Green  tluit  iaoed  the  eatnnce 
lodge  to  Goldinghani  Place  was  oonfutedly  tcat- 
tered  a  small  hamlet,  presenting  the  usual  as- 
semblage of  cottager,  bams,  a  wheelwright's  and 
a  blacksmith's  sheds,  and  a  numerouA  indiscri- 
minate wuiee  of  sheep,  geese,  pigs,  ducks,  and 
ragged  rosy  children ;  in  ils  centre  was  a  shallow 
pond  with  dirty  poached  banks,  wherein  two  or 
three  cows  were  generally  to  be  seen  standing 
up  to  the  knees  in  water,  if  it  happened  to  be 
warm  weather,  staring  very  steadily  upon  no- 
thing, and  deliberately  chewing  the  cud  as  they 
hudly  whisked  off  the  files  from  their  sides  with 
a  bedraggled  tail     At  one  end  of  the  Grees 
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reposed  an  old  cage  for  offenders,  which  from 
its  neglected  appearance  seemed  to  have  had 
few  tenants  for  many  years  past ;  and  at  the 
opposite  extremity,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
high  road,  was  a  public  house  called  the  Crick- 
eters, from  its  being  the  rendezvous  of  a  rustic 
club  who  occasionally  met  upon  the  Green  for  the 
enjoyment  of  that  pastime,  and  some  of  whose 
members  were  immortalized  upon  the  sign,  be- 
dizened in  crimson  breeches^  wielding  a  blue 
bat,  standing  before  pea-green  8tumps,  and  di- 
recting their  attention  to  a  scarlet  bail  in  thr 
sky,  infinitely  larger  and  more  glorious  than  the 
rising  sun  behind  it. 

Upon  a  low  bench  iu  front  of  this  rural  i^nra- 
vansera  were  seated  the  landlord,  and  an  itine- 
rant vender  wlio  travelled  daily  with  a  small 
cart  from  the  coast  to  the  interior,  to  supply  tish 
to  sucli  of  the  gentry  and  richer  farmers  as  livod 
at  any  distance  from  the  market  town;  tliough 
it  was  vehemently  suspected  that  he  derived 
more  profit  from  his  connexion  with  smugglers 
and  poachers,  than  from  his  ostensible  trade. 
This  dubious  personage  was  in  the  act  of  blow- 
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mg  off  the  froth  which  formed  ncftrl j  ooe^ourtb 
of  his  pint  of  ale,  when  hi*  oompanion  exchdmed, 
**  Sad  work.  Master  Hewson — tad  work,  this ! 
aothii^  stirring  in  the  tap  since  the  old  Cava- 
fier^s  death :  we  used  to  wag  our  tongues  against 
him  in  his  lifetime ;  hut  Goidingham  Place  is 
hke  to  have  a  worse  master,  if  all  ^s  true  that 
Mks  say ;  and  after  all,  the  M  gentleman  roust 
hare  been  mainlj  k>ved  by  ail  the  gentry  round 
ahout,  or  they  wouldn't  have  sent  their  empty 
carriages  to  make  such  a  fine  procession  at  his 
funeraL  A  rare  lot  of  lambswool  I  sold  that 
day,  besides  drams  of  Nanti,  and  gills  of  Ca- 
nary ;  for  sorrow,  you  know,  is  apt  to  be  a-dry ; 
and  I  promise  you  many  a  coachman  went  away 
with  a  tipsy  eye  under  his  crape  hatband.  And 
yet,  dark  as  the  night  was,  there  were  no  acci- 
dents to  speak  of.  Squire  Hartfield^s  coadi- 
man  indeed,  poor  red-faced  Ralph,  broke  his 
1^;  and  Lady  CrockattV  carriage  was  rarely 
onashed  against  a  post,  and  the  driver  sadly 
mauled ;  but,  Jjord  lore  us !  what  *s  that  out  of 
so  many  ?— ^  mere  nothing.^ 

^  No  great  matter — no  great  matter,**  replied 
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the  fish-dealer;  "and  as  to  Lady  Crockatt'ft 
carriagef  hang  her  for  a  whimsey-headed  witch, 
I  wish  it  had  been  upset  over  Abbotabury  cHff 
with  herself  inside.  The  lack-a-daisical  cat,  with 
her  dainty  airs  and  fancies,  will  buy  no  fish 
except  out  of  Honiion  market ;  as  if  that  which 
I  carry  past  her  door,  as  I  bear  it  straight  from 
the  sea-side,  were  not  fresh  enough  for  her. 
Squire  Hartfield  is  plaguy  short  of  cash  o'late, 
but  he  is  a  good  customer,  and  so  here  *s  to  bia 
health." 

"  With  all  my  heart !"  cried  the  landlord  ;— 
"  another  pint,  Sally  ! — for,  as  you  were  saying, 
the  Squire  is  a  staunch  toper,  and  a  good  friend 
to  the  publicans  wilhia  five  miles  of  the  Rook- 
ery, It  's  a  rare  penny  in  my  way,  Master 
Hewson,  when  his  liounds  meet  at  the  Green ; 
and  better  still  if  tliey  kill  in  this  neighbourhood. 
Then  there 's  luck  now  and  then — a  nest  egg,  a 
Godsend,  such  as  that  of  young  Tony  Harbot- 
tle,  who  laid  seven  weeks  in  the  little  green  bed 
up-stairs,  after  liis  horse  had  fallen  upon  liis  leg 
and  broken  it,  and  all  his  friends  and  relatione 
had  rode  over  his  body  till  it  was  almost  poached 
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tOAJdj.  Akl  there  WMpiokiflg  in  that  job; 
Ibr  the  fenc  tbtj  eould  do  when  thcj  cune  to 
•ee  fataiy  «m  to  drink  «nd  drovn  oare.  Pledfir 
joQ,  Master  Hevtoa: — another  pint,  SaIlj«--» 
Bvt  -who  the  dickena  ia  that  jooder,  cbunbering 
over  the  stik  with  to  much  difficulty  ?" 

"3>aBt  3KH1  know  her?— \is  Norry  Molloj 
hj  her  waddle:  I  could  swear  to  her  a  mik 
off.** 

The  personage  thus  deagnated,  and  who  was 
now  slowly  stumping  towards  the  public-house 
carried  with  apparent  difficulty  a  round  corpu- 
lent figure,  forming  a  singular  contrast  to  ber 
thin,  wild,  weather-beaten  face,  from  which  she 
wiped  the  per^aration  with  the  back  of  her 
hand  as  dhe  advanced,  and  occaaonally  pushed 
aside  the  kng,  ragged,  grey  locks  that  fell  over 
two  sunken  eyes  of  the  same  hue.  "  Good  luck 
lo  yout*  she  ezdaimed,  addressing  the  landlord 
m  a  broad  Irish  accent — **  good  luck  to  you, 
honey  f-*«  pleasant  evening  this  same,  but  some- 
what d  the  warmest.''  And  so  saying  she  sat 
down  tipon  the  bench,  and  threw  open  a  large 
brown  cloak  in  whidi  she  had  enveloped  her- 
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self,  notwuhstandin/;  the  mildness  of  the  weather 
— "  But,  honey  dear,"^  she  continued,  while  she 
looked  with  a  dark  scowl  at  the  ostensible  fish- 
vender,  "  ye  havint  left  an  owld  customer,  and 
a  regular  runner  from  coast  to  coast,  to  dabble 
with  a  rascally  iniddle.nian,  an  interloper,  a 
land  shark,  that  just  sneaks  his  cart  down  to 
the  baich  afore  daybreak,  haggles  for  a  keg  or 
two,  and  runs  away  with  half  the  profit,  while 
he  laves  all  the  risk  to  others.  The  divil  may 
choke  'em  !  Is  it  an  elegant  article  yc^e  want- 
ing just  now,  honey  ? — the  right  Nantz — the 
true  crater?  then  wait  a  bit,  ajul  Kil  just  give 
ye  a  sup.  Ah,  now,  be  aisy,  and  doat  be  look- 
ing up  the  road  and  down  (he  road;  there .''s 
never  a  nose  upon  the  scent,  for  customs  and  ciee 
are  all  down  at  the  wreck  under  the  Cobb  rock.*' 
At  these  words  she  again  drew  her  cloak 
around  her,  and  after  making  certain  mysterious 
arrangements  lieneath  the  foldings  of  its  am- 
plitude, threw  it  partially  aside,  so  ai»  to  dis- 
cover a  huge  bladder  under  her  left  anu,  and 
a  proportionate  evisceration  of  her  body  cor- 
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ponte,  wfaik  with  ber  right  hand  the  drew  a 
diinldDg  horn  froa  her  pocket  and  proceeded 
to  fin  it. 

"  To  tdl  you  the  truth,  Norry  *  qiioth  the 
landlord,  **  your  hut  batch  seemed  to  me  little 
better  than  Irish  aqua-nta,  lowered  with  water 
and  flaroured  with  burnt  sugar.** 

^  Bad  manners  to  ye,  hooey  dear,  and  brim- 
stooe  blisters  upon  the  tongue  that  says  it !  Is 
h  mysdf  doesoH  know  Irish  usquebaugh  from 
right  Nanti?  us  that  had  a  bit  still  of  our  own, 
up  in  the  hiU  by  BalHnderry,  (God*8  blessing 
on  every  blade  of  its  grass !)  and  where  we 
might  be  getting  an  honest  livelihood  this  some 
day,  but  that  we  shot  Carroll  (XDriscoll  one 
morning ;  and  Dennod  Mahoney  paiched,  (blue 
blazes  to  him !)  and  so  we  were  obliged  to  show 
the  light  heel,  and  my  boy  Mick  has  no  other 
house  than  our  brave  cutter,  the  Greyhound ;  and 
myself  is  oUiged  to  tramp  the  shore  and  the  sea- 
coast  for  a  mere  mouthful.  But  Erin  go  brach  ! 
and  may  those  that  donH  like  it  have  another 
of  Cairdl  0*Driscoll's  pills  to  swaUow  !    Taste 
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it,  honey;  Hwill  do  your  heart  good;— taste  it, 
for  you  never  tossed  the  like  of  it  over  your 
tongue.'^ 

First  amelllng  the  liquor,  then  rincing  his 
moutli  with  ]t»  and  spirting  it  out  again  with 
the  true  distasteful  and  depreciating  look  of  an 
intended  buyer,  the  landlord  handed  over  the 
hon:  lo  his  companion,  who  swallowed  what 
was  left  with  apparent  satisfaction,  smacked  his 
lips,  and  ejaculated,  "Not  bad,  Norry, — not 
bad;  but  if  it^s  the  same  price  as  the  last,  it's 
too  dear  by  half.  Zooks!  you  have  no  con- 
science." 

Whether  it  was  the  uninvited  fluency  with 
which  he  had  dispatched  the  remainder  of  her 
sample,  the  boiling  over  of  an  old  grudge 
against  a  spoiler  of  her  trade,  or  the  just  indig- 
nation of  one  of  the  murderers  of  Carroll 
0*T)riscol1  at  any  imputation  upon  her  con- 
science, certain  it  is,  that  the  vials  of  Norry 
Molloy's  wrath  were  suddenly  poured  out  upoti 
the  offender  witli  a  volubility  which  might  welJ 
be  termed  the  eloquence  of  passion,  and  which 
was  sustained  with  such  unbroken  vehemence. 


that  the  whole  ebalhtion  cppecnd  to  be  hot 
one  pefiod,  and  to  be  uttered  in  a  dngle  brrath. 
"  Then  may  the  next  drop  choke  je,  for  a  Ijring 
Und  lubber,"  the  exdaamed  with  a  maHgnant 
Kowl ;  **  and  God  tend  ye  may  shortly  be  put 
to  bed  under  the  green  gnu*,  and  myself  may 
Ihre  to  ait  a  goose  that  has  been  fattened  upon 
the  grwre  of  ye  I  Is  it  for  such  skulkers  as  ye  to 
besa3ring  it'sdcar !  ye  that  are  sitting  in  the  sun- 
ihiiie»  with  a  warm  house  at  your  laxy  back,  and 
the  owW  steady  earth  under  yeer  feet  ?" — Here 
she  stamped  violently  upon  the  ground  to  show 
the  impmlance  of  having  such  a  trust-worthy 
cknaent  to  depend  upon. — "  Have  ye  ever  stole 
ovt  of  the  Dutch  porta  in  a  low  lugger,  on  the 
hmg  cM  daHc  nights  of  winter,  as  I  have  done, 
to  be  brought,  perhaps,  by  the  suck  of  the  sea 
in  the  midst  of  Russell's  blockading  squadron, 
and  where  ye  think  the  divil  himself  couldn^t  see 
the  fiiain  of  your  cut-water»  nor  hear  the  wind 
bk  your  lugsail?  ye  shall  see  a  flash  at  a 
and  a  shot  strikes  light  in  the  black 
mres  a  yard  or  two  a  bead  of  ye,  and  the  roar 
of  tiM  caanoQ  nina  forenent  ye  into  the  darlu 
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ness,  and  ye're  right  glad  to  run  after  it,  gun- 
nel under,  for  fear  another  bullet  should  come 
dancing  to  the  same  tune  ?" 

"  Nay,  but  Norry,""  said  the  fish-vender,  "  I 
never  meant — ^ 

"  Dear  r  interrupted  the  Irishwoman,  whose 
breath  seemed  to  fan  the  flames  of  lier  own 
wrathj — "  dear,  ye  sneaking  sliuigle-roamer,  ye 
think  a  great  deal,  I  warrant,  when  yeVe  snooz- 
ing in  your  truckle  on  the  stormy  nights, 
about  the  |ioor  sowls  that  are  tossing  on  the  big 
black  waves,  when  even  the  moon  and  the  stars 
are  afraid  to  come  out,  and  the  sea  and  sky  arc 
all  the  same  colour,  and  the  wind  howls  in  your 
ear  like  a  brute  baist  that  is  waiting  to  tear 
ye  to  pieces,  and  every  wave  seems  rushing  to 
swallow  ye  up  alive.  Many  a  better  man  than 
ye,  or  any  of  the  snivelling  likes  of  ye,  has 
feJt  his  boat  sink  under  him,  and  though  he 
wished  to  be  the  gull  over  his  head,  or  the 
porpus  beneath  him,  has  scorned  to  cry  for 
help  where  it  was  no  use,  but  has  gone  down 
with  a  silent  tongue  and  a  stout  heart,  land 
none  but  the  whistling  wind  to  know  where  he 
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Itft  held  up  his  haml  io  the  wild  and  lonenome 

"  Zooks  *   woman,  will  you  but  lirtcn  ?^  in. 
tcrpoAed  the  fifh-Tender. 

"  Dear ."  bawled  Norry  Molloy,  again  over- 
wb^ming  his  Toice  with  an  increaicd  Tehenienre. 
"  What !    ye   think   our  businesi  is  all   over 
when   we  sec  the  white  cliffs  of  England,  or 
run  upon  the  sands,  when  perhaps  we  *re  rap. 
aaed  in  the  breakers;  or  just  as  we  get  our 
cai|^  ashore  tlie  'cisemen  come  down  upon  us, 
and  after  our  toilsome  niglifs  battle  with  the 
waves,  we  are  among  the  barkem  and  slasherft, 
and  have  the  whisding  ai  bullets,  and  the  clanh 
of  cutlashes  for  our  morning's  muMc.     Dear  ! 
ye  cowardly  land  pirate,  ye  diff-kntcring,  keg- 
stealing  wreck*watcher !  why  Vm  selling  ye  the 
last  breath,  perhaps,  of  them  that  were  snck'd 
down  to  the  bottom,  whiles  ye  were  snoring ; 
of  brave  men  that  are  now  being  gnaw'd  by  the 
fishes,  while  such  earth-treading  cowards  as  ye 
are  safely  tippling  your  ale.      The   curse  of 
Saint  Patrick  be  upon  the  whole  gang  of  ye  !*' 
Norry  MoUoy  had  not  been  so  wholly  en- 
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j^rossed  by  ihe  latter  part  of  this  philippic,  al- 
tiiongh  it  was  delivered  with  infinite  fury  and 
volubility,  but  that,  upon  observing  the  ap- 
proach of  a  stranger,  she  had  again  wrappetl 
her  cloak  around  her,  had  managed  to  return 
the  bladder  to  its  former  position,  to  restore  the 
equilibrium  of  lier  figure,  and  to  packet  the 
drinking-honi,  which  ^he  had  snatched  during 
the  latter  part  of  her  invective. 

As  the  stranger  came  up,  covered  with  du»t, 
holding  his  liat  in  tlie  same  baud  that  grasped 
his  cane  and  a  large  blue-bag,  while  he  wiped 
his  forehead  with  the  other,  mine  host  jumped 
up  and  saluted  hini  with  his  usual  inquiry, 
"  ^Vhat  will  you  be  pleased  to  drink,  Sir  ?"  and 
without  awaiting  any  reply,  followed  it  up  with 
his  customary  cry  of — "  A  pint  of  ale,  Sally." 

**  I  don't  want  to  drink,"  returned  the  pe- 
destrian, "  but  to  be  informed  the  way  to  Gold- 
ingham  Place." 

"  Why  then,  by  St.  Patrick,  I  guessed  as 
much,''  cried  Norry,  whose  wrath  seemed  by  no 
means  to  have  s^ubsided.  **  Ye  have  beard  th&t 
the  officers  are  all  down  at  the  wreck  under  the 
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Cobb  rode,  sod  ye  Uunk  it  a  safe  erenmg  to 
pvllar  the  oomitry  with  jour  run  goods  in  the 
diy  line.  I  warrant  yc  haven't  sudi  a  thing  in 
your  bag  aa  a  piece  or  two  oi  French  silk,  let 
alone  a  doaen  or  so  of  fringed  gloves,  or  a  card 
of  iace,  or  a  roll  of  cambric  for  gendemonV 
wipes.  Ah  now,  be  aisy  wid  ye!  Sit  down 
aod  save  your  shanks,  for  the  owld  Cavalier  is 
dead  and  cold,  and  his  wife'  that  used  to  buy 
those  thingumbobs  is  left  this  side  the  country  ; 
and  the  chimneys  of  Goldingham  Place  seem 
dead  too,  for  the  divil  a  breath  has  come  out 
of  their  mouth  this  many  a  week.^ 

**  Nor  is  there  likely  to  be  much  fish  dressed 
in  its  kitchen,"  added  the  vender  of  that  com- 
modity— **  for  they  say  the  new  proprietor  i» 
no  better  than  a  great  tallow-chandler  fram 
London.'" 

**A  tallow-^chandler  !'*'  exclaimed  the  fttranger. 
**Tbey  that  say  so  are  fools  and  numiculls;  and 
so  having  settled  that  point,  you  will  perhaps 
answer  the  question  I  put  to  you  five  minutes 
ago,  and  tell  me  the  way  to  Goklingham 
PhKe" 
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"  There's  the  lodge,  right  afore  you;"  you 
have  only  to  follow  your  nose,  and  I  'm  sure  its 
I*  long  enough,"  growled  the  landlord,  who  was 
leither  pleased  with  die  tone  of  so  dusty  a  foot 
aveller,  nor  with  his  apparent  intention  to 
proceed  without  touching  the  pint  of  ale  which 
>ally  had  placed  beside  him.  "  You  're  not 
goiug  without  paying  the  pint?"  he  bawled  out 
as  die  stranger  turned  his  back. 

"  As  I  neither  ordered  it,"  replied  the  latter, 
"  nor  touched  it  when  brought,  I  see  no  good 
reason  why  I  should  pay  for  it.''  And  so  saying 
he  crossed  over  towards  the  Iwlge,  pelted  with 
exdaraadons  fi'om  the  party  he  had  left,  of — 
*•  There's  a  raff!  a  regular  bilk  !"— "  Ah  now, 
bad  luck  to  the  spalpeen !"  and  other  equally 
flattering  appellations. 

The  fish-vender  now  drove  off  in  his  cart ; 
and  no  sooner  did  Norry  Molloy  find  herself 
alone  with  the  landlord  than  an  immediate 
change  occurretl  in  her  fierce  and  rugged  fea- 
tures, which  assumed  the  most  ingratiating  smile 
of  which  they  were  susceptible,  while  with  a 
softened  fawning  voice,  she  began  to  coax  and 
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wkecdle  her  customer,  flattering  him  oo  bis  ua- 
afBDed  skill  in  cricket,  which  she  knew  to  be  his 
vcftk  point,  reminding  him  of  the  number  of 
lincnds  whom  she  had  sent  to  his  house,  magti' 
fpag  the  Tslue  of  her  future  serrioes  in  this 
wmj,  and  finally  cajolii^  him  into  the  pur- 
chase of  ha*  whole  stock  of  spirits,  for  whida 
die  received  silver  and  copper  in  exchange, 
when  she  marched  triumphantly  back  to  the 
sea  coast. 

Isaac  Goldingham,  for  the  stranger  who  had 
been  so  uncivilly  dismissed  was  no  other,  had 
been  singularly  unlucky  in  his  journey  to  take 
pDssrnsirm  On  booking  his  place  in  LondoDf 
he  had  been  assured  by  the  coachman  that  he 
would  set  him  down  within  a  stone's  throw  of 
the  lodge,  an  indefinite  distance  certainly,  but 
one  which  he  never  expected  to  amount  to  a 
hot  dusty  walk  of  three  miles,  across  a  strange 
eooDtry,  and  one  to  which  he  was  not  the  bet- 
ter reconciled  from  his  having  to  carry  a  heavy 
bi^,  ooDtaining  a  portion  of  his  wardrobe,  several 
bundles  of  commercial  papers,  his  protestant 
flal»  and  his  silken  armour.     Heated  by  his  ez- 
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ertions,  soiled  by  the  dust,  attired  in  his  home- 
liest  garb,  which  lie  had  prudently  selected  for 
the  journey,  and  carrying  a  large  bag,  his  ap- 
pearance was  by  no  means  calculated  to  awaken 
any  exalted  idea  of  his  dignity,  at  a  period  when 
a  man''9  rank  or  riches  were  generally  indicated  to 
a  certain  degree  by  his  attire.  To  these  circum- 
stances may  be  partly  attributed  the  ungracious 
reception  he  had  hitherto  encountered,  and  the 
further  testimonies  of  disrespect  to  which  he 
was  destined  to  be  exposed  subsequently  to  hit 
quitting  the  party  al  the  cricketers. 

After  ringing  the  lodge  bell  three  times  with 
the  violence  of  an  insulted  and  enraged  pro- 
prietor, but  without  obtaining  any  response  to 
his  summons,  except  the  angry  barking  of  a 
dog,  he  drew  back  the  bolt  of  the  iron  gate, 
pushed  it  open,  and  entered  a  serpentine  drive, 
planted  on  either  side  with  shrubs  and  trees,  in 
which  an  opening  had  been  left  at  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  lodge,  so  as  to  command  a  fine 
view  of  the  mansion.  As  the  traveller  halted  here 
for  a  moment  to  contemplate  his  new  purchase, 
in  spite  of  bis  irritation  he  could  not  suppress 
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cm  1st  ihote  load  involuntarj  **  hems  !**  wbidi 
vne  gcnersUj  indintiTeof  oompboeMy ;  while 
he   stumped  hu  cane   apptoriogly  upon  the 
l^onnd,  popped  a  Int  of  sugar  into  his  uMuth, 
and  amacked  his  lips  aloud  and  relisliingly.  The 
MB  was  just  setting,  so  as  to  involve  the  base 
■ent  storj  of  the  building  in  the  purple  tinge 
cf  evemng,  while  tlie  upper  portion  retained  a 
nd  glow«  and  the  windows  were  lighted  up  by 
the  rays,  as  if  the  c^d  Cavalier  were  still  aKve, 
snd  had  ordered  the  whole  house  to  be  illumt- 
nated  for  some  brilliant  victory.    The  woods  on 
cither  side  exhibited  a  somewhat  similar  appear- 
snee ;  the  trunks  and  lower  boughs  of  the  trees, 
&rown  into  broad  and  deep  shade  contrasting 
ittoogly  with  their  tufted  tops,  dancing  in  the 
bneae,  and  glittering  with  the  ray  as  if  they 
kad  been  dipped  in  liquid  sun-light.      Three 
UMites^  more  gaie,  and  a  second  lump  of  sugar 
would  have  completely  restored  Goldingham^s 
equanimity;  but,  alas!    the  new  lord  of  this 
,  foodly  domain  had  hardly  time  to  cast  an  eye 
his  possessions,  when  he  was  rudely  hatkd 
behind,  with  the  shout  of—"  Hallo,  you 
n  2 
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chap !  what  the  dickens  be  'si  a'ter  ?" — accom- 
panied by  the  fierce  barking  of  a  dog;  and  upon 
looking  round,  he  beheld  a  sturdy,  bull-headed 
rustic,  in  a  fustian  jacket  and  goloshes,  hold- 
ing back  by  a  chain  a  raging  niastifF,  which 
evinced  a  furioua  eagerness  to  fly  at  the  trefr- 
pa»ser. 

'"  Cogsnouns  !  was  it  thee  made  zuch  a  vine 
clatter  at  the  bell  ?*^  said  the  fellow,  as  he  no- 
ticed the  shabby  appearance  of  the  intruder — 
**  dang'd,  if  thee  bees''nt  a  proper  zaucy  codger. 
What  be  up  to,  trow  ?^ 

"  Insolent  clown!"  replied  Goldingham,  de- 
termined not  to  make  himself  known.  "  I  have 
business  with  Mrs.  Holmes,  the  housekeeper." 

"  Then,  thee  may''8t  go  round  by  the  voot- 
p>ath,  and  ring  at  back  gate ;  so  thee  *lt  please 
to  bundle  out  again,  same  way  thee  corned  in. 
But,  stop  a  bit,  my  vine  vellow,  1  be  game- 
keeper for  the  present,  for  want  of  a  liet- 
ter,  so  I*"!!  just  overhaul  this'^n  blue  bag;  for 
spite  6'  the  three-cornered  castor,  drat  me 
if  I  doant  think'ee  bee'st  no  better  nor  a 
poacher.'* 
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^  If  you  oone  one  step  nearer,  jou  woun- 
did,'*  cried  GioldiDgluuD,  brmdiahing  hit  horo- 
Ittaded  cme,  **  VU  make  jou  remember  it  the 
ioDgest  day  you  have  to  Hve.  I  have  busnem 
at  die  boose,  and  as  I  aee  no  good  reaaon  for 
cither  diowmg  you  my  bag,  or  turning  back,  I 
diaU  not  do  one  or  the  other. — Hem  f*  So 
wjing,  be  walked  a  few  paces  forward,  the  feU 
low  fdJowing  and  coodnuing  his  abuse,  while 
the  mastiff  nnzsled  so  close  to  Isaac's  1^,  aad 
Aowed  sodi  a  raging  appetite  for  a  mouthful 
or  two  of  his  grey  cotton  calf,  that  he  looked 
round  f<v  some  more  efficient  weapon  than  bis 
cane.  Luckily  espyii^  a  pcAe  that  had  been 
used  by  the  lodge-keeper^s  wife  for  extending 
hnen,  he  seized  it,  and  instantly  aimed  a  blow 
at  the  four-footed  assailant,  which  would  have 
been  probably  latal,  had  not  his  master  pulled 
him  back  by  the  chain.  Neither  approving  the 
aspect  of  this  weapon,  nor  the  resolute  look  of 
the  party  who  wielded  it,  the  fellow  now  thought 
it  prudent  to  retreat,  ccmtenting  himself  with 
muttering,  as  he  hauled  away  his  bristling  and 
soarliog  mastiff,^"  Thof  I  leave  thee,  my  old 
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boy,  danged  if  I  doant  mark  thee.  Thee  may'st 
go  on  if  thee  likes,  and  if  thcc  do  pop  thy  leg 
into  a  trap,  or  get  !)lown  up  wi'  gunpowder,  Pll 
let  loose  Viper  here,  to  hclp'ee  out  of  scrape." 

Although  he  dccan]ped  after  this  valediction, 
without  offering  any  further  impediment,  hii 
parting  words  produced  a  marvelluub  etiect  upon 
Isaac's  peace  of  mind,  as  well  as  upon  the  velo- 
city of  his  further  progress.  Pacific  as  hit 
habits  had  been,  he  was  of  an  obstinate  and 
fearless  temperament,  that  would  not  allow  him 
to  shrink  from  any  open  antagonist  upon  equi- 
table terms  of  contest;  but  the  very  mention 
of  traps  and  gunpowder  occasioned  a  tingling 
horror  to  run  through  his  blood,  and  gave  a 
momentary  sliudder  to  his  whole  frame.  They 
savoured  of  Popish  plots,  the  dread  of  which 
was  ever  uppermost  in  his  mind,  and  his  ima- 
gination coming  in  aid  of  his  fears,  he  could 
not  help  fancying  that  some  secret  Jesuit,  in- 
flamed by  the  knoavn  Protestant  zeal  of  the  new 
proprietor,  might  have  set  traps  and  pitfalls  all 
over  the  grounds  for  the  purpose  of  extcnmi- 
nating  him  upon  his  first  visit.   In  point  of  fact, 
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there  wwm  no  cngiiie  of  anj  toit  in  the  p«rk»  iW 
r^s  threat  being  only  b  outCouuurjr 
ipioyed  to  intiinidate  beggan»  ni*- 
pected  poachers,  or  other  tretpuMft;  but  •• 
Immc  paid  him  the  immerited  oonpUment  of 
bdieving  hiB  assertioBS»  he  felt  ooosideniblj 
embarrassed  bow  to  act.  His  first  impulse  was 
to  retreat,  but  that  stubbornness  of  purpose  to 
wUdi  we  have  already  alhided,  presently  acqui- 
ring the  ascendancy,  he  put  on  his  spectacles 
to  assist  his  discovery  of  the  suspected  (raps, 
pushed  the  pole  along  the  ground  before  hhn  an 
a  feder,  and  thus  slowly  won  his  way,  inch  by 
inch,  along  his  own  grounds  to  his  own  mansion. 
Many  a  broken  twig  upon  the  earth,  suspected 
of  being  a  wire  lying  in  insidious  arobuflh,  and 
connected  with  some  infernal  machine,  was 
turned  over  and  over  with  infinite  misgiving 
and  palpitation  of  heart ;  a  hen-coop  half  con- 
cealed by  a  bush  assumed  the  terrific  form  of 
the  very  engine  in  question,  whose  flank  it  was 
Dccessary  to  turn  by  walking  over  the  opposite 
borders,  and  making  a  considerable  deviation 
from  the  drive ;  and  the  gate  of  an  adjoining 
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coppice  happening  to  shut  with  a  loud  bang  just 
at  that  moment,  he  jumped  two  yards  back- 
wards at  a  single  bound,  and  could  not  believe, 
until  he  had  felt  liinisL'lf  all  ovtTj  and  stamped 
upon  the  grouud,  that  he  was  neither  blown  up 
into  tiie  air  nor  visited  by  any  grievous  wounds 
from  steel,  boll,  or  buUet. 

After  much  bodily  exertion  and  anxiety  of 
spirit,  and  in  a  violent  perspiration  arising  ^m 
both  those  causes,  he  at  length  reached  the  steps 
that  led  up  to  the  eDtraoce  of  the  house,  mount- 
ed tlicm  with  infinite  relief  of  heart,  solaced 
himself  with  a  modicum  of  sugar  from  his  waist- 
coat pocket,  drew  in  a  long  breath,  which  he 
suddenly  expelled  with  a  loud  sonorous  "  Hem!" 
and  ejaculated — — "  Soh  !  a  pretty  beginning 
of  rural  ease  and  tranquillity — a  comfortable 
foretaste  of  the  pleasures  of  territorial  pos- 
session I  Cheated  by  a  lying  coachman,  and 
obliged  to  carry  my  bag  three  miles  in  the  heat 
and  dust ;  told  when  I  civilly  inquire  the  way, 
to  follow  my  own  long  nose ;  suspected  of  being 
a  tallow-chandler,  or  a  smugghng  pedlar;  in- 
sulted as  a  poacher  by  my  own  gamekeeper ; 
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vcij  near  hsriiig  the  calf  cimjleg  inapped  off 
bf  hia  maatiff ;  and  fioallj,  grcfitng  the  way  to 
my  own  hoiMe  like  a  blind  beggar,  in  moment- 
mrj  tear  ci  being  caught  in  mj  own  trap,  or 
blown  op  with  mj  own  gunpowder !  Wheugh  ! 
tbeae  things  never  happen  in  the  City.* 

In  the  intensity  of  his  scrutiny  after  concealed 
fliares,  he  had  not  ventured  to  lift  up  his  eyes 
to  look  a  second  time  at  his  house,  until  he  found 
luBsdf  upon  its  threshold ;  and  the  deep  shades 
af  evening  now  preventiDg  him  from  seeing  any 
object  distinctly,  be  deferred  the  gratification 
of  his  curiosity  till  the  next  morning,  raised  hu 
hand  to  the  bell,  and  pulled  it  with  a  master^s 
puD. 

Mrs.  Holmes,  who  had  been  left  in  custody 
of  the  house,  was  one  of  those  discreet  person- 
ages who  make  it  a  point  to  be  civil  to  every 
body,  until  they  have  ascertained  that  it  is  quite 
Mfe  to  be  otherwise,  and  was  moreover  a  con- 
aoisBeur  in  rings  and  knocks,  which  she  con- 
adered  as  pieces  of  handwriting,  whereby  most 
people  betrayed  their  station  and  the  purposes 
of  their  visit.  Interpreting  the  energetical  ring 
D  5 
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she  had  just  heard,  to  be  thnt  of  a  person  who 
felt  himself  authorised  to  be  decisive,  and  hav- 
ing also  received  some  vague  intimation  of  her 
new  master's  odd  appearance,  she  dropped  a  low 
curtsey  as  she  met  him  in  the  hall,  exclaiming 
in  a  soft  voice,  and  with  a  gracious  smile, — 
"  Mr.  Groldingham,  I  presume ;  you  are  wel- 
come, Sir,  to  the  Place,  and  I  wish  you  liealth 
and  happiness  to  enjoy  your  new  purchase. 
Allow  me  to  take  your  bag,  Sir — ^  And  then 
suddenly  ritdng  to  a  shaqi  key,  she  called  aloud 
'« Why,  Timothy  -'  Timothy  !  always  out  of  the 
way  !  lights  in  the  parlour  directly,  here's  the 
new  master  arrived  !"  Ushering  him  into  this 
apartment  she  wheeled  a  large  arm  chair  for  his 
reception,  brought  bim  a  pair  of  slippers,  and 
inquiring  in  a  tone  of  gentle  condolence  whether 
he  had  supped  upon  the  road,  assured  him  there 
were  viands  in  the  house  which  could  be  got 
ready  in  u  few  minutes — added  that  his  bed 
had  been  kept  carefully  aired,  and  that  she  had 
provided  a  little  tea  in  the  bouse,  though  pro- 
bably his  honour  did  not  like  any  such  new- 
fangled slops. 


**  Thank  ye,  thank  je,  Mrs.  Holme*,**  said 
Iiaac,  with  more  oomplaccncj  than  he  had  felt 
in  the  wbc^  oourw  of  the  day,  *'  that  "•  all  very 
li^t  and  proper ;  you  seem  to  have  your  wits 
about  you,  and  to  he  a  woman  of  huiineas,  which 
is  what  I  like.  None  of  your  tea,  no  new-fan- 
gled slops  for  me ;  but  if  you  can  let  me  have  a 
ppe^  and  some  muU'd  lamhVwooi,  I  shall  be 
ffad  of  them  as  soon  as  you  please.*  Tbeae, 
with  the  addition  of  some  saffiron  cakes»  which 
dbe  informed  him  were  of  her  own  malui^« 
being  presently  placed  before  him  by  the  bust- 
fing  and  obsequious  Mrs.  Holmes,  he  dispatched 
his  frugal  meal,  smoked  a  pipe,  and  fatigued 
with  the  exertions  of  the  day,  retired  shortly 
af^r  to  bed,  and  fell  fast  asleep  in  that  ancient 
mansion  which  had  never  before  received  so 
plebeian  a  pfoprietOT. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Mercury.— Bon  Ton!  What's  that.  Madam,  pray 
deiine  it  ? 

Mrt.  Modish. — Oh  I  Sir,  excuse  me :  it  is  ODe  of  the 
privileges  of  the  Ban  Ton  never  to  define  or  he  defiued. 

It  is  the  child  aud  the  parent  of  jargoo.     It  is 1 

con  never  tell  you  n-bat  it  is.'' 

DiALOOUSS  DF  THE  DeAS* 


On  the  following  morning  Goldingham  arose 
at  an  early  hour,  completely  recovered  from  the 
fatigues  of  his  journey,  as  well  as  from  the  irri- 
tation occasioned  by  the  misadventures  atten- 
dant upon  his  arrival,  and  not  a  little  anxious 
to  sally  forth  and  inspect  his  estate.  Having 
signified  to  Mrs.  Holmes  hia  wish  to  be  accom- 
panicd  in  his  excursion  by  some  competent 
person  as  a  guide,  she  immediately  raised  her 
voice  from  the  subdued  and  respectful  tone  in 
which  she  habitually  spoke  to  her  superiors,  to 
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a  AnH  and  angry  note  as  the  bustled  along  the 
lower  apartments  calHng  aloud  for  Timothy, 
vfao  haTing  been  out  of  the  way  on  the  previous 
fl^t,  had  not  yet  seen  his  new  master.  This 
ancient  domestic  had  passed  nearly  the  whc^  of 
fab  Hfe  in  the  house,  where  he  had  successively 
fiDed  aU  offices,  in  doors  and  out,  from  the 
lowest  to  the  highest.  For  many  years,  when 
the  old  Cavalier  became  infirm  and  gouty,  be 
had  waited  upon  him  in  the  double  capacity  of 
a  crutch  whose  arm  was  always  ready  to  sup 
port  him,  and  of  a  companion  who  might  toddle 
sbout  with  him,  and  amuse  him  by  the  freedom 
of  his  remarks.  His  master,  attached  to  him 
from  a  long  experience  of  his  fidelity,  and  ever 
wining  to  laugh  at  his  little  oddities  and  sallies, 
hsd  always  encouraged  in  him  a  degree  of  fami- 
lisrity,  not  to  say  impertinence,  which  utterly 
confounded  all  distinctions  of  rank ;  while  in 
Us  latter  years  the  Cavalier  had  sunk  into  such 
istate  of  superannuated  fatuity,  that  Timothy 
bad  in  fact  become  the  master  of  his  roaster ; 
nd  Long  habit  and  impunity,  as  well  as  his  own 
increasing  age,  had  now  incapacitated  him  from 
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treating  his  superiors  with  a  whit  more  respect 
than  he  evmced  towards  his  equals.  It  was  from 
habit  too  that  he  remained  iu  the  house ;  for 
though  his  own  savings  and  a  small  legacy  from 
his  master,  had  rendered  him  independent,  he 
declared  that  he  would  never  quit  Goldingham 
Place  till  he  was  turned  out.  Some  called  him 
a  queer  old  wag,  some  a  superannuated  dotard, 
and  some  a  saucy  menial  spoilt  by  indulgence; 
and  yet  his  honesty  and  good  conduct  in  other 
respects  had  ever  been  so  unlmpeacliable,  that 
Timothy  continued  to  be  a  sort  of  chartered 
offender,  enjoying  the  privileges,  although  he 
did  not  fultil  the  functions,  of  the  old  profes- 
sional jester.  Adhering  to  the  fashion  which 
existed  in  his  younger  days,  he  wore  trunk  hose 
and  buflered  his  beard  to  grow ;  his  head  was 
bald  ;  though  his  face  was  furrowed  with  age,  his 
ruddy  check  attested  him  to  be  still  hale  and 
hearty  ;  and  his  countenance  e?diibited  a  constant 
bimyiery  of  which  it  was  difficult  to  say  whether 
it  partook  more  of  slyness  or  silliness. 

Such  was  the  personage,  who  liaving  always 
been  accustomed  to  sec  his  former  master  ar- 
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nfed  in  periwig  snd  powder,  lace  and  em- 
hntdery,  a  sword  by  bis  side  and  a  star  upon 
UifaKut,  made  a  dead  halt  as  be  entered  the 
pvkmr,  tn  obedience  to  Goldingham's  offders, 
■kI  after  having  measured  him  two  or  three 
iaea  from  top  to  toe,  and  ever  with  an  increaa- 
ag  nnle  of  derisive  astonishment,  at  last  termw 
■ted  his  survey  by  a  low  chuckle,  and  n  oor- 
mpoodent  jerk  of  his  left  shoulder. 

"  What  are  you  sniggering  at,  fellow  f  said 
laaCy  fixing  upon  him  in  return  his  stem  grey 

^  By  my  troggs  !**  replied  Timothy,  renewing 
bis  acrutiDy,  "  I  can  hardly  tell,  for  it's  all  to 
■otfaing  the  queerest  object  I  ever  clapped  eyes 
OD,  but  I  am  positively  tM  that  it  be  the  new 


**  And  prythce,  fellow,  do  you  always  behave 
in  thu  saucy  way  to  your  master  r" 

**  Why,  I  never  bad  such  a  comical  one  be- 
(bre,  and  I  ''m  not  very  particular  at  any  time*^' 

"  Nor  I  either,"  said  Goldingham,  angrily ; 
**  and  though  I  am  willing  to  make  every  al- 
Wanoe  for  an  old  fool " 
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"  For  which  of  us?"  interrupted  Timothy, 
with  a  sheepish  leer. 

*'  liarkee,  sirrah  l'^  cried  Isaac  in  some  wrath, 
"  if  you  wish  to  continue  in  my  service  you 
must  forego  this  merry  Andrew's  license  of 
your  tongue.  I  want  no  undue  servility— I 
hate  it— but  I  will  be  treated  with  respect. 
Hem  !  I  sent  for  you  to  show  me  the  way  over 
the  estate,  and  to  accompany  me  to  my  diffe- 
rent tenants." 

"  By  my  troggs  !  I  've  no  kind  of  objection 
to  take  a  walk  with  you,  master,  provided  it 
doesn't  rain.^'  Going  to  the  window  he  looked 
up  at  the  sky  in  different  directions,  and  com- 
ing deliberately  back  continued — ''  It  seems  like 
to  be  showery  by  and  by,  so  the  sooner  we  set 
out  the  better"— at  the  same  time  tendering  his 
arm  to  his  companion,  who  exclaimed  rather  in- 
dignantly—" AVhat !  do  you  take  me  for  the 
gouty  Cavalier  ?  Sirrah  !  I  need  no  man's  sup- 
port." 

"  So  much  the  better,''  said  Timothy,  "  for 
the  old  gentleman  used  sometimes  to  leun  plaguy 
hard,  and  I've  often  threatened  to  leave  him  in 
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die  larch  if  be  didn^  make  his  own  stumps 
cany  a  little  more  of  his  own  carcase.** 

"Troth!  jou  are  the  most  unceremonious 
Mow  of  a  servant  that  I  ever  heard  of,**  said 
Isaac,  preparing  to  aet  off. 

"Like  enough,  like  enough,**  replied  Ti- 
modiy,  "  we*re  a  queerish  couple,  I  take  it— 
You  must  oome  back.  Sir ;  that  *s  not  the  door 
that  leads  into  the  park.  This  way — this  way 
•"follow  me,  and  you  shall  see  erery  nook  and 
eomer  of  the  <^d  place.'* 

Being  conducted  by  this  eccentric  and  free 
ipoken  domestic  to  the  terrace  in  front  of  the 
boiiding,  Isaac  was  at  length  enabled  to  obtain 
a  surrey  of  liis  new  purchase.  The  house  was 
of  moderate  dimensions,  connsting  of  two  low 
ilories,  with  an  embattled  stone  coping  at  top, 
whence  arose  a  high  sloping  roof,  crowned  by 
a  belfry  in  the  centre.  Massy  oaken  frames 
divided  the  small  panes  of  the  windows,  which 
were  provided  with  musquet-proof  outside  shut- 
ters ;  and  a  heavy  porch,  projecting  from  the 
Diddle  of  the  building,  supplied  the  place  of 
«  balL    For   the   purpose  of  defence  during 
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the  civil  war,  it  had  been  surrounded  by  a 
wall  with  a  gatehouse,  which  the  Cavalier's 
lady,  after  a  long  battle,  had  prevailed  upon 
him  to  demolish,  though  he  had  still  rendered 
the  materials  available  in  some  respects  to 
military  objects,  by  constructing  with  them,  at 
each  extremity  of  the  terrace,  a  little  mimic 
fort,  to  which  he  had  respectively  applied  the 
names  of  Liskard  and  Roundway  Down,  from 
his  having  been  engaged  in  both  those  battles, 
and  their  proving  fortunate  to  the  royal  cause. 
Here  were  mounted  some  small  brass  cannons 
which  he  fired  off  upon  every  anniversary  and 
victory,  real  or  assumed,  and  in  front  of  them 
extended  the  park,  an  improvement  suggest- 
ed by  the  wife,  who  was  also  responsible  for 
the  serpentine  drive,  or  approach  to  the  house, 
along  wliich  the  new  proprietor  had  won  his 
way  on  the  previous  evening  with  sucli  infinite 
trouble  and  trepidation. 

From  this  terrace  Isaac  Goldingham,  well 
sadsfied  with  the  appearance  of  the  mansion, 
looked  down  over  a  rich,  ^xtensivc)  and  well- 
wooded  landscape  in  one  direction,  while  in  the 
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odier  he  behddf  through  the  <^ieiiiiig»  of  the 
tnes  in  his  park,  the  dark  Uae  line  of  the  tea, 
rtadded  here  and  there  with  white  lails.  It  was 
a  hnezj,  elastic,  sparkling  momingi  so  bright 
iadred  that  Txmothj  declared  with  a  misgiying 
iiiake  of  the  head,  it  was  sure  to  bring  rain. 
By  his  mastery  however,  who  saw  nothing  but 
the  pceaent  brilliance  of  the  day,  and  whose 
Bociaiis  of  the  picturesque  had  been  pretty 
■odi  tiraited  to  the  romantic  of  Hoxton  or 
fafiogtoo  poods,  when  he  had  gone  a  ducking 
to  them  in  his  younger  days,  the  scene  now  be- 
Cove  him  could  hardly  be  contemplated  without 
its  awakening  new  and  delightful  sensations. 
He  had  no  idea  that  the  country  was  half 
an  fine  an  invention,  and  when  be  lx^held  it, 
not  only  as  a  beautiful  object  of  itself,  but  as 
constituting  in  part  his  own  property— as  a 
source  of  revenue,  and  a  beneficial  purchase,  his 
iiseHngs  of  mingled  gratification  arrived  at  an 
acme  which  could  only  be  expressed  by  his 
drawing  himself  proudly  up,  uttering  one  of  hb 
loudest  ^Hemsf  and  indenting  the  gravel  with 
lus  cane  as  he  struck  it  forcibly  upon  the  ground. 
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It  was  the  first  time  in  hia  life  that  he  had 
ever  owned  a  foot  of  land,  and  however  a  man^g 
notions  may  be  sophisticated  by  civic  appre* 
ciations  of  wealth,  there  is  a  charm,  a  magic  in 
the  word  *'  Freehold,'*  which  finds  its  way  to 
every  bosom.     He  who  stands   upon  his  own 
terra  firma,  has  a  right  to  feel  like  one  of  the 
lords  of  creation,   for  he  is  part  and  parcel  of 
the  general  system  of  things,  owner  of  a  certain 
portion  of  the  solid  globe  itself,    upon  which  he 
may  strike  his  foot  with  tlie  certainty  that  the 
ground  beneath,  down  to  the  very  centre  of  the 
earth  is  his  own ;  and  that  tlie  echo  he  awakens, 
even   should  it   rise   upwards    to  the  heavens, 
will  travel  through  a  portion  of  space  wliich 
the   law    has  equally    pronounced   to    be   his 
property.     Elevated   and    inspirited  by   thest 
impressions,  Isaac  set  forward  to  traverse  his 
domains  at  a  pate  wliich  soon  left  his  servant 
considerably   in   the   rear. — "  Come   on,  good 
Timothy,"  he  cried  in  a  conciliatory  tone,  occa- 
sioned  by  his  pleasurable  sensations — "  Come 
on — ^'tis  a  brisk  morning— I  am  in  a  hurry  to 
see  my  farms,  and  I  love  to  walk  fast." — "  Like 
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cHNi^  Hke  enoogfa/'  replied  the  <^  niAO,  ooo- 
tMnng  the  same  jog-troC  paoe,  "  but  I  bare 
•em  the  farms  a  hundred  times,  and  I  like  to 
valk  ik>w.'' 

Oflended  as  he  was  at  the  freedom  of  this 
ohstifMiti*  old  animal,  as  be  pettishly  called 
Ub,  GoldiDgfaam  had  sufficient  insight  into 
chancter  to  be  cooTinced  that  his  attend- 
nt  would  be  equally  insensible  to  coaxing 
sad  menaces,  and  that  to  avail  himself  of  his 
SBTiees  he  must  accommodate  himself  to  his 
hamours. 

No  showman  exhibitiag  some  newly  imported 
fasboon  to  the  astonished  rustics  at  a  country 
linr,  ever  paraded  his  monster  with  greater  sa- 
tiilaction,  than   did   Timothy   lead   about  his 
trange-looking  master  to  the  different  tenants, 
bis  face  surcharged  with  a  sly  simper  that  oc- 
fssinnaHy  broke  out  into  a  half-suppresAed  snig- 
ger, and  a  jerk  of  the  left  shoulder,  as  he  in- 
troduced   him.      "  By    my  troggs!    Farmer 
PeofcM,^  he  exclaimed  to  the  first  whom  they 
^us  visited,  **  'tis  neither  a  flam  nor  a  bamboosle, 
but  the  new  landlord  b  real  down-right  earn- 
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est,  and  a  proper  queer  one  he  is,  sure  enough. 
Zooks !  man,  never  stare  o^  that  fashion,  iVa 
not  the  man  in  the  moon,  but  Master  Golding- 
ham,  who  has  bought  the  old  Cavalier^s  cfitate, 
and  all  that  belongs  to  it,  and  so  make  your  best 
bow  to  your  new  landlord.'*  In  this  manner 
they  proceeded  from  one  farm  to  another,  until 
they  had  visited  every  portion  of  the  domain, 
when  Isaac  returned  to  the  house,  highly  de- 
lighted with  all  that  he  had  seen,  and  still  more 
with  his  friend  Tibhs  the  Scrivener,  who  had 
rather  under  than  over-stated  the  beauty  of  the 
place,  and  the  value  of  the  property.  The  un- 
bridled freedom  of  old  Timothy's  tongue  liad 
indeed  more  than  once  offended  him,  but  he 
seemed  to  be  so  thorougldy  acquainted  with 
every  tiling  relating  to  the  estate,  and  when 
called  upon  for  tlic  account  of  disbursements  and 
receipts  since  the  time  of  the  purchase,  he  had 
furnished  it  in  so  clear  and  satisfactory  a  man^ 
Dcr,  that  it  reconciled  his  new  master  to  bii 
flippant  familiarity,  which  he  was  willing  to 
acquit  of  all  intentional  offence,  and  determined 
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Mm  to  retam  him,  at  least  for  the  preseut,  in 
ihe  bouse. 

"Die  nordtj  of  his  situation  and  impresuoos, 
together  with  the  bustle  incidental  to  his  new 
vmgements,  kept  him  for  some  days  after  his 
ariival  in  such  a  constant  state  of  excitement, 
that  he  had  no  leisure  to  think  of  his  neighbours, 
akhoogfa  he  receired  several  visits,  one  from  the 
da^gymaa,  hastening  as  a  matter  of  duty  to 
p^  his  respects  to  a  new  Parishioner,  who  might 
perhaps,  like  his  regretted  predeceKSur,  have  a 
'-party  every  Sunday ;  thn*e  others  from 
many  neighbouring  Curates,  who  knew  no- 
r,  of  course,  of  his  having  purclioscd  the 
advowson;  and  a  fifth  from  the  Apothecary, 
who  not  only  hurried  to  get  the  Ktart  of  a  com- 
petitor recently  set  up  in  the  vicinity,  but  to 
have  the  first  nght  of  the  stranger,  and  make 
himself  welcome  among  the  neighbouring  gentry 
by  fctaHii^  the  most  minute  particulars  he  had 
gleaned  in  this  early  inspection.  Through  this 
loquadons  medium  of  communication,  all  the 
real  oddities  of  6<^ingham'*s  appearance,  to- 
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gether  with  a  copious  appendix   of  ridiculous 
tittle-tattle  pickeil  up  from  servants,  and  other 
equally  authentic  sources,  were  quickly  circu- 
lated through  the   vicinity,    receiving  at  each 
repetition  guch  marvellous  additaraents  as  to  bis 
opulence    and    eccentricities,    that   the   church 
where  it  was  presumed  he  would  exhibit  hiro- 
aelfon  the  foUowinf^  Sunday,  was  quite  filled 
before  the  service  be/ran.     The  Pastor,  a  wor- 
thy, simple-hearted   man,  who  ancerely  wished 
tliat  all  his  parishioners  should  be  good  Chris- 
tians, and  give  good  dinners,  was  astonished  at 
the  unusual  influx  of  many  who  were  but  shy 
Church-goers,  until   he  recollected  having  men- 
tioned  to   Mrs.  Chatsworth    his    intention  of 
preaching  his  favourite  sermon  against  neglect 
of  the  Sabbath  duties,  and  not  doubting  tliat 
she  had  dispersed  this  news  "with  her  usual  in- 
dustry,  he  saw  the   unwonted   fullness  of  his 
<x)ngregation    very   naturally  and    satisfactorily 
explained. 

From  the  gambling  Nobleman  on  whom  Gold- 
ingham-place  had  devolved  at  the  old  Cavalier's 
death,  and  who  liad  retained  possession  of  it  for 
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10  than  s  pmod,  the  pre«nt  praprietor  had 
paRhued  everj  thing  M  it  stood,  including  Block 
Qfdaorts;«dinriot  with  two  iia  conch-honet» 
aid  a  Httle  grey  pony.  Timothy  having  toIiui- 
leered  to  drive  the  antiquated  rehide  here  men* 
tionedt  it  was  faarougfat  to  the  door  on  the  Su&- 
d^  moniing  by  two  club4aikd  corpulent  hones ; 
Mis.  Hninifs  stood  curtsying  at  the  porch* 
praffering  her  spruce  praycr4iook :  Goldingham 
Hqpped  iior  the  first  time  into  a  carriage  of  his 
owB,  and  proceeding  at  tha  old  jog  trot,  to 
wfaidi  both  the  driTer  and  his  sleek  cattle  had 
been  for  so  many  years  accustomed,  was  at 
length  deposited  at  the  church-gate. 

All  eyes  were  directed  towards  bis  pew,  as  he 
was  inducted  into  it  by  the  beadle,  and  some 
little  whispering  and  tittering  became  audible 
in  various  parts  o€  the  building ;  but  rumours 
had  as  usual  so  exaggerated  the  dngulanty  of 
Ins  exterior,  that  there  was  a  considerable  feeU 
iagof  disi4>paintment  at  his  not  appearing  more 
ridicnlnos.  As  dkcre  were  many  who,  having 
cMered  the  church  after  him,  bad  been  unaUe 
tosee  bin  walk  up  the  aisle,  and  others  who, 
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TimtAf^  kft  •hooUcr  was  twitched  up  and 
down  with  m  oonmlsre  though  imodibto  nuf- 
gcr.  **  Sirrah !  dmh  f  be  cried  out  as  be 
haatilj  let  down  die Iraoc  wmdow,  *<if  yon  do 
aotimtantly  drive  on  111  knock  jou  off  the  boi 
with  mj  cane  i" 

**  Hare  jo«  wmi  enough  of  hiniy  Jemmy  ?* 
mid  Timothy  to  his  friend,  without  in  the  least 
■oCidng  his  master's  threat.  An  answer  was 
gtven  in  the  affinnatiTe,  the  friends  exchanged 
nods  and  good  bye^s,  when  Timothy,  delibe- 
rately squaring  his  elbows  and  gathering  up  the 
reins,  set  off  at  his  established  jog  trot  as  if 
nothing  had  happened. 

"  This  fellow's  conduct,"  said  Goldingham  to 
hims^,  **  whether  it  proceed  from  dotage, 
ignorance,  or  an  insolent  affectation  of  playing 
the  wag,  is  equally  intolerable;  and  but  that 
it  is  the  Sabbath,  I  would  turn  him  out  of  the 
bouse  this  very  day.^  It  coat  him  three  lumps 
of  sugar  to  recover  any  decree  of  serenity,  and 
k  was  not  till  he  reached  Goldingham-place 
that  he  determined  after  all  to  retain  the  of- 
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fender  in  his  service,  at  least  till  he  could 
provide  himself  with  an  efficient  and  equally 
honest  substitute. 

Isaac  Goldingham  had  supplied  on  tliat  day 
a  topic  of  discussion  to  aLI  the  surrounding 
district.  It  was  now  necessary  to  come  to  sotne 
decision,  since  he  had  officially  announced  his 
arrival  by  appearing  at  church,  upon  the  im- 
portant subject  of  \'isiting  him,  and  the  debates 
engendered  by  this  knotty  point  were  not  less 
general  than  keen  and  animated.  According 
to  established  custom  in  the  rural  pordoas  of 
this  our  happy  island,  the  neighbourhood  was 
divided  by  party-hatred,  jealousy,  and  stiff- 
necked  notions  of  gentility  and  decorum,  into 
various  factions,  which,  though  they  did  not 
altogether  destroy  the  ceremonies  and  outward 
observances  of  sociability,  sadly  chilled  the 
kindly  feelings  which  can  alone  render  them 
valuable.  In  the  present  instance,  the  difficulty 
was  incalculably  increased  by  an  invidious  ru- 
mour, founded  probably  on  the  nature  of  hi* 
importations  from  the  Baltic,  and  industriously 
circulated  by  some  rustic  wag,  that  the  new 
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«ttlcr  was  neither  more  nor  leas  than  a  com- 
■on  tallov-dMndlerf  who  had  InTested  the 
fatone  made  by  candles  in  the  purchase  </ 
fialdinghnm  plnrr.  merely  because  it  happened 
to  bear  his  own  name.  At  a  coosultation  held 
apon  this  alarming  report  by  some  of  the  Mir- 
■w"*'*?'^  gentry.  Lady  Crockatt  had  bravely 
wdmiteeicd  to  menture  into  the  enemy's  camp, 
tn  aSL  at  the  Places  to  extract  from  his  own 
aottdi  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  this  impuUtion, 
to  aeCtk  the  questioa  of  his  reladooship  to  the 
old  Goldingfaams,  and  to  decide  upon  ocular 
efidenoe  whether  or  not  the  man  werv  ^isit- 
sble. 

It  win  be  recollected  that  her  ladyship  hod 
been  designated  by  the  fish-Tender^  (with  whom, 
however,  it  must  be  also  remembered  that  the 
refused  to  deal,)  as  a  whimsey-faeaded  witch  and 
lacL^Mlaisical  cat,  terms  which  it  little  became 
one  in  his  station  of  life  to  apply  to  a  female, 
sod  especially  to  one  of  rank !  Fortune  had 
exacted  the  customary  penalty  lor  the  great 
wealth  she  had  lavished  upon  her  ladyship,  who 
bfring  no  diildreo,  and  no  occupation,  hating 
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her  husband,  and  possessing  notliinv  in  which 
she  could  interest  her  vacant  afiectitms,  except  a 
fat  plethoric  spaniel,  liad  fallen  into  the  morbid 
state  of  ennui  which  is  bo  apt  to  be  generated 
by  a  surfeit  of  luxuries,  and  that  pitiable  com- 
plaint— the  want  of  a  want.  Her  present  re- 
source against  this  tedium  was  a  desperate  at- 
tempt to  stimulate  excitement  in  herself,  and 
awaken  sympathy  in  her  friends,  who  began 
to  grow  weary  of  her  fantastic  conceits,  by  af- 
fecting the  invalid,  disserting  upon  the  wretch- 
ed state  of  her  nenes,  giving  an  inventory  of 
her  maladies  in  a  lugubrious  tone  of  voice,  pro- 
phesying her  approaching  dissolution,  and  vitu^ 
pcrating  the  world  and  all  its  inhabitants. 

"  I  am  happy,  Mr.  Goldingham,  to  see  the 
place  once  more  tenanted,"  said  the  visitant  as 
alie  de|>oslted  her  fat  pet  upon  the  caq)et,  and 
was  ushered  into  the  drawing-room  where  I&aac 
was  looking  ever  some  papers.  "  I  knew  the 
wortliy  old  Cavalier,  your  predecessor,  most 
intimately,  and  had  a  high  regard  for  him,  but 
I  believe  it  is  my  fate  to  meet  with  nothing  but 
vexation  and  annoyance  from  those  to  whom  I 
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Acmn  the  gmteit  ItiodneM.  Would  jou 
bdievei  tbataD  I  gal  b j  sending  my  new  car* 
mgi^  to  the  funerml,  wac  to  hare  the  harocM 
^qmfleitdj  wnaihfH  to  pieces.*^ 

:  **  W«a^ the  old  Cavalier  driviiig  it?"  inquired 
^kUin^tiam  drily. 

*<  llie  Cavalier i—Ueaa mj  heart,  no!  He  had 
jj^at  keen  buried  when  it  happened.** 
r  "  Then  reaUj,  ay  lady,  I  aee  no  good  xt^ 
for  making  him  accountable  for  the  aoci- 


**  Oh,  not  in  the  least ;  only  you  know,  Sir, 

if  be  had  not  died  just  as  I  got  my  new  carriage, 

tida  provoking  event  could  not  have  occurred. 

No,  I  believe  my  coachman  (nobody  to  be  sure 

was  ever  so  unfortunate  in.  servants)  had  been 

>  lippliqg  at  the  Cridceters.    He  was  shock'mgly 

iburt,  lam  toU,  but  I  have  never  inquired  about 

Jglf  sinoe,  for  such  is  my  acute  sensilulity  that 

,fmj  feeling*  will  not  bear  to  be  revolted.    I  am 

tiqalishly ,  considerate    for    my  servantfr— apoil 

jrthem  aH  by  over-indulgeoce«^ut  I  mu&t  say 

^fdlov  doea  not  deserve  the  least  oompas- 

You.did  not  know  the  old  Cavalier,  I 
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believe.  Poor  Gentleman  !" — Here  she  heaved 
a  deep  sigh,  applied  an  embroidered  handker- 
chief to  her  eyes,  and  after  smelling  to  a  bottle 
of  sal  ninmoniae,  continued — "  Excuse  me,  Mr. 
Goidingham,  my  feelings,  alas!  are  too  fus- 
ceptible  for  my  peace  of  mind  ;  a  sympathizing 

lK}som  is  such  a- Heigho  !— The  coach  had 

only  come  home  a  few  daya  before  from 
Mawley'*s ;  fawn-coloured  jmnnels,  with  crim- 
son mantles  to  the  arms,  and  gilt  mouldings. 
But,  Gtxl  knows,  a  veliicle  is  of  very  little  use 
to  any  one  in  my  wretched  state  of  health." 

*'  If  I  might  judge  by  appcaranceG,*'  said 
Goldiagham,  "  I  ahould  pronounce  your  lady- 
ship to  be  perfectly  free  from  complaint.^ 

*'  Proofs  of  disease,  Sir,  proofs  of  disease) 
nothing  is  more  alarming  than  that  plumpnesM 
of  the  flesh,  and  freshness  of  the  complexion,  to 
which  you  allude." 

"  May  I  inquire  the  nature  of  that  malady 
which  declares  itself  by  nuoh  unusual  symp- 
toms?" inquired  Goldinghara.  t   jrjtcT  v 

"  Ah,  Sir,  there 's  the  rub — there 's  the  difl»- 
culty.     Nobody  can  discover  what  it  is,  though' 
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I  hmn  ooMohed  aQ  libe  first  phynciAiu—Sir 
Hkmmm  Hfllngtaa,  &  Cbarln  Scarborough, 
Sr  Edmund  King,  and  Sir  Thomat  Witberbj ; 
upon  ll^csty,  you  know,  but  my  caw 
them  alL  Unfortunatelji  though  I  feel 
that  I  am  dying  by  inches,  I  excite  no  Bjmps^ 
thy,  because  I  have  not  the  aspect  of  an  in- 
valid, my  neazest  r^tioos,  and  those  whom  I 
have  loaded  wHh  faroun,  contempkting  all  my 
sufferings  with  the  most  heartless  iodifTerpnce. 
I  cannot  hold  out  much  longer — and,  Hearen 
knows  I  I  have  no  wish  to  remain  in  no  se\fi%h 
and  callous  a  world." 

Having  oomplained  and  hospttaliaed  for  wme 
time  loiter  in  this  strain,  with  occasional  most 
interestii^  episodes  about  the  pills,  ]eeche», 
blisters,  and  cat^^asms,  to  which  she  had  hei-n 
subjected,  the  pseudo  incurable  came  to  the 
purpose  of  her  visit,  and  opened  the  trencher 
after  the  following  fashion. — **  Heigho  !  the 
poor  old  Cavalier !  if  I  can  thus  feel  for  him 
•I  a  mere  firiend,  what  must  be  ^onr  n*gretH ; 
tod  yet  it  is  astonishing  how  obstinate  some 
people  are,  even  in  the  teeth  of  the  most  con- 
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elusive  evidence.  All  the  world  knows  tliat  the 
worthy  Cavalier  was  descended  from  the  old 
family  of  the  Goldinglmms ; — your  going  to 
church  with  his  carriage,  without  any  alteration 
of  the  arms,  and  the  similarity  of  uame,  were 
indicutiuns  not  to  be  mistaken,  and  yet  Mr5. 
Chatsworth  persists  in  maintaining  that  you  are 
not  related  to  him,  nor  in  any  way  descended 
from  the  old  proprietors  of  the  Place." 

*'  Mrs.  Chatsworth  is  really  very  kind  to 
trouble  herself  about  me  and  my  connections/' 
said  I&aac,  *'  aud  I  beg  leave  to  conHrm  her 
statements.  If  I  am  related  to  either  of  the  par- 
ties mentioned,  it  is  entirely  without  my  know- 
ledge, and  lest  I  should  be  subjected  to  any 
injurious  reports  of  having  inherited  m}*  wealth 
from  others  without  any  merit  or  exertions  of 
my  own,  I  bog  your  ladyship  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  state  every  where,  upon  my  authority, 
that  it  has  been  principally  derived  from  my 
dealings  in  flax,  hemp,  and  tallow.     Hem !" 

"  Tallow  r   screamed  Lady  Crockatt,  who 
•aw  an  admission  of  his  guilt  in  the  mere  men- 


ip^il,  Kr,  GokUoflMUB,  00  A>id»c*  lnii«9ii. 
Mnwil  oMotEjr  like  thw  erccy  bo4y  .^boiildt— 
4iri  {.amviUip^  to  believe  tiua  tuob  pcBMmt 
perfectly  retpectable^duU  u  lo  mj  in  their 
wij«  biifr*-£iigh  i— du«  pein  m  my  lirfe  f 
itbctieve  «&er  ell  it  i«  a  oonfinned  liTer  cMe. 
HereCyothkt  CynthiAl  CynthiAP  At  tliett 
vofde  ehe  matffhtd  up  liear  ccvpulent  •psniel, 
ulucb  no  xeeL  invalid  would  have  been  «Ue  lo 
Eft,  end  hurried  down  stein,  Gotdingfaem  po- 
ficely  acGompenyiog  her  to  her  carriage,  during 
the  whole  of  which  progresa  she  never  oooe 
jK»ved  her  smeUing-bottle  from  her  note. 
I  .**  If  thit  ifi  the  best  society  that  the  neigh- 
bouffhood  aSbrdsy"  exclaimed  Goldiogham*  as 
iic  eeturoed  to  the  drawing-room,  **  I  care  not 
Ivw  mwch  I  am  alooe.^ 

7  •  '^Lerd  love  ye  I  you  may  have  better  com- 
pany if  you  like  it^**  cried  Timothy,  who  had 
■naperceived  followed  hin  into  his  apartment ; 
.^-ihtfse '«  no  nccawion  to  be  mofHug  all  alone  i  I 
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am  always  in  the  house,  and  you  have  only  to 
send  for  me :  it 's  what  the  old  Cavalier  alvrays 
did  when  he  was  dull  and  stupid.^ 

He  was  a  superannuated  dotard,  and  you 
are  another,'*  cried  Goldingham ,  pettishly  - 
"  quit  the  room,  sirrah  !" 

By  my  troggs !"  replied  Timothy,  walking 
deliberately  to  the  door,  **  you  will  be  in  worse 
company  if  1  leave  you  to  yourself.  Ah  !  you  *re 
all  alike,  you  don't  know  what 's  good  for  you, 
and  you  wdl  Iiave  your  own  way;  but  it 's  all 
one  to  Timothy — all  one  to  Timotliy." 
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CHAPTER  IV 


Foob  ne'er  had  km  grace  ia  a  year. 
For  wise  men  aie  grovn  Jbppuh  ; 

And  know  not  bow  tii^  wit*  to  wear, 
TheiriMuneiB  are  «o  afririu 

SlUSftrCABC. 


Taxivg  it  for  granted  that  Goldinghaan  had 
eonfesaed  himaelf  to  be  neither  more  nor  lean 
than  a  common  shopkeeptng  tallow^handler. 
Lady  Crockatt,  big  with  the  tidings  she  had  to 
coonnunicate,  drove  immediately  to  the  Rook- 
cry,  the  seat  ci  Marmaduke  Hartiield,  Esq^ 
oommooly  called  Squire  Hartfield^  the  last  <^ 
a  long  line  of  Squires,  who  for  several  ages  had 
hunted  over  the  downs  of  Dorsetshire,  until 
having  didy  broken  their  necks  in  the  chase,  or 
aeoelerated  their  deaths  by  hard  drinking,  they 
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had  been  regtilarly  conveyed  to  the  family  vault 
about  a  stone':}  throw  from  the  Rookery,  to  moke 
way  for  a  new  Ninirod,    It  would  have  been 
well  for  their  present  successor,  if  he  had  been 
content  to  inherit   their  mode  of  life  as  well  as 
their  estate,  which  had  come  down  to  him   un- 
impaired ;  but  in  an  evil  hour,  he  had  betaken 
himself  to  London,  fallen  into  all  its  dissipa- 
tions, followed  the  fashion  of  connecting  him- 
self with  an  extravagant  actress,  and  rattled  the 
dice-box  at  the  gaming-houses  in  Pall  I^Iall,  or 
the  Groom-porter*s  at  Whitehall,  where  he  had 
offered  such  a  palpable  butt  to  the  sharpers, 
plebeian  and  noble,  that  they  soon  plucked  him 
of  all  tfiat  he  had  to  lose.     His  pack  of  hounds, 
and  Lis  full  estahlishment  being  kept  up  at  the 
Rookery,  at  which    place  he   still    passed    the 
greater  portion  of  the  year ;  he  had  succeeded 
in   mortgaging   his    patrimony,   and    reducing 
himself  to  pecuniary  diiRculties  while  he   was 
yet  in  the  piime  of  youth,  at  the  same  time 
that  he  had  managed  to  pick  up  many  of  the 
rices  of  the  London  debauchee*  without  loung 
any  of  the  booriahDessof  the  fox-hunting  Squira 


Nritber  flf  diCK  cfaanetsnt  bowercr,  had  oU 
mdi  complete  patwiwon  oi  him  m  lo 
hts  originally  aUong  and  oocdial 
fcdinga.  His  heait,  v^ieh  was  naturally  ami- 
able, nn^t  be  petrerted,  but  it  was  not  yet 
hardened ;  and  in  spite  of  his  lax  morality,  his 
■odnos  of  honour  wete  loosened  rather  than 
eonrupted.  Proud  of  the  antiquity  of  his  fiiu 
nly,  and  of  the  hospitable  state  which  they  had 
always  maintainrd  at  the  Rookery,  he  was  at 
stung  widi  remorse  at  the  ruin  which  he 
so  rapsdly  drawing  down  upon  it,  and 
restrained  by  a  false  shame  from  inducing  has 
cstabliilimeDts ;  so  that  he  lived  on  in  a  kind  of 
Tsddess  desperation,  often  feeling  compunction 
at  bis  mode  of  life,  yet  never  attempting  its 
amendment,  endeavouring  to  drown  care  by 
filfii^  his  house  with  company,  and  to  banish 
duught  by  a  boisterous  rattk  of  clownish  spi- 
fits  in  the  momiDg,  and  a  ceaseless  round  of 
Bacchanalian  revelry  at  ni^t 

Lady  Crockatt,  on  her  arrival  at  the  Rookery, 
wiMMe  owner  was  at  that  momcut  absent,  had  the 
mortifieatian  to  encounter  the  identical  Mrs. 
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Cliatsworth,  meutiuncd  in  the  last  cliapter,  and 
to  endure  tlie  glee  and  volubility  with  which  she 
triumphed  in  the  confirmation  of  all  her  asser- 
tions respecting  Guldingham. 

"  And  does  your  Ladyship  really  decide  that 
he  is  not  presentable,  not  visitable  ?"  she  in- 
quired, when  she  had  learned  tJie  result  of  the 
visit  to  Goldinghatn-Place. 

**  My  dear  Mrs.  Chatsfv^orth  I  how  can  you 
ask  such  a  question  ?  the  mere  association  of 
ideas  made  me  so  qualmish,  (you  know  how 
morbidly  sensitive  I  unfortunately  am,)  ihat  I 
have  not  since  been  able  to  withdraw  my  smel- 
ling-bottle from  my  nose.  Not  but  that  the  man 
is  perfectly  decent  and  well-behaved,  spite  of 
the  oddity  of  his  appearance,  and  the  abomina- 
tion of  his  horrid  business ;  but  in  our  rank  of 

life  you   know .     Nobody  la  more   free 

from  aristocratical  prejudices  than  I  am  ;  thank 
Heaven,  I  have  the  good  sense  to  despise  them, 
but  the  many  noble  families  to  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  be  related,  such  as  the  Karl 
of "^ 

The  list  of  titled  relatives  who  were  to  esta- 


Umi  hfl^flnjrw^s  trttcf  contMBpt  ot  vutiocHi* 
tM  pi^iuBday  WW  suddfi^  etlt  ibort  bjr  • 
laid  cry  <«r<«Hc7,««ioopf  Ttnti^jrl  Ybidct? 
Tillj-hou'*  The  door  mu  tftfoim  wide  op«n, 
mi  ihi  Sqmre  bolted  into  the  rbon,  attired  in 
ft  wemAet  frock,  with  tamitbed  gold  lftc«  and 
tpktdmd  feklrta,  a  deer-dun  waiatooat,  buff  lea» 
ther  Iveediety  and  boots,  a  dof^  whistle  hang- 
wg  ham  his  neck,  and  a  horsewUp  in  his  hand. 
Aldioiigh  his  face  was  fluked  with  recent  ex- 
cfdae,  it  was  obvious  that  audetj  and  dikdpa- 
tkn  had  made  deep  inroads  upon  the  healthy 
and  happy  expresaon  he  had  received  from 
Nature;  whiie  the  prenuture  grey  that  partially 
Reamed  amid  the  dark  thick  locks  which  hung 
uegkctcJly  about  his  neck,  attested  other  ra- 
v^es  than  those  of  time.  His  figure  was  manly 
radier  than  elegant ;  and  indeed  the  slovenly  tie 
of  his  loose  cravat,  and  the  general  carelessness 
of  Ina  appearance,  prored  that  he  was  too  much 
absorbed  in  more  engrossing  thoughts,  to  lie 
very  soUdtous  aboat  the  Graces. 

"  Hey,    boys,    hey !"    he    continued,    after 
wInstKng  to  two  large  dogs  that  came  bounding 
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oftt^r  him  into  the  room.  '*  Down^  Ringwood ! 
down,  Sw'eetiiph!  Theresa  a  beauty,  Ladj 
CrockattI  You  hardljr  recollect  Biiigwood,  I 
suppose,  for  you  have  n*t  »eea  him  since  he  w^i 
a  puppy;  he  was  given  to  me  by  Ned  Hartop: 
you  knew  his  father,  I  believe  ?^ 

"  What,  Sir  Jasper  Hartop,  of  the  Grange  ?'' 
inquired  Lady  Crockatt. 

"  Psha !  Ringwood^  father,  I  mean ;  the 
famous  Liver-coloured  dog,  Banter,  sister  to 
Lord  Brouncker'*  while  bitch  Venus,  that  won 
the  silver  cup  at  Dorchester.  Ranter^s  grand- 
father, old  Jowler,  belonged  to  my  father ;  I 
have  been  out  with  them  both  many  a  time  when 
I  was  a  boy,  and  I  hardly  know  which  I  lov<d 
the  best.  Both  their  pictures  are  hanging  up  in 
my  bed-room.  Ah  !  we  shan't  soon  see  auch 
another  couple  of  staunch  ones  in  the  field  as 
old  Jowier  and  the  old  gentleman  r 

"  A  noble  dog  indeed,*"  said  Mrs.  Chatsworth 
patting  him  on  the  head ;  "  for  his  pedigree  hai 
got  the  start  of  Lady  Crockatt\  with  which  we 
wet«  just  on  the  point  of  being  favoured." 

**  Sweetlips  is  a  good  dog  at  a  retrieve,^  Jre* 
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the  Sqinrey  not  m^iciiig  Uut  i«m«rk-^ 
'^  bat  not  equal  to  theother ;  then  Ringwond** 
voiee !  jtpa  ihoald  bear  hbn  lake  the  kttd  at  a 
fvcover  after  the  whole  pack  has  been  at  fault ; 
dbut'g  music !  there's  a  toae !  Singletoo  and 
CSayton,  the  ^ee-men,  are  nothing  to  it.  Your 
hewt  beats  and  jumps  and  thumps  at  the 
sound,  as  if  it  would  break  out  of  your  bosom, 
and  leap  over  a  fiTe-barred  gate.^ 

**  You  eome  just  in  time  to  learn  the  news 
about  Mr.  Goidingham/  cried  Mrs.  Chats- 
mvth;  "  all  dial  I  reported  of  him  is  true/ 

^  Whoop!  that  is  new  indeed,'"  replied  the 
Squire ;  **  but  I  am  not  so  much  surprised, 
fer  I  believe  jou  said  nothing  in  his  favour 
and  where  there  is  either  disgrace  or  misfor- 
to  be  ferreted  out,  either  in  a  man^s  own 
or  in  any  of  his  rdatives,  I'll  baek 
Mrs.  Chatsworth  for  a  staunch  hound  to  stick 
to  the  aoent,  and  a  rare  one  to  give  tongue 
-ahen  It  is  lound** 

'  *  Ob»  jvo  ungrateful  ereature !  is  .this  my 
reward  for  saving  yon  from  visiting  a  tallow, 
diandler?** 
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,*•  Whoop  I  I  am  none  of  your  London  faiv 
tasticals,*"  replied  the  Squire :  "  in  the  country 
it  is  the  houses  not  the  inraates  that  are  ac- 
quainted. Harpsdcn  Hall,  Goldingham  Place, 
Penwick  Castle,  Havering  Court,  the  Rookery, 
and  two  or  three  more  within  uaiting  distance, 
have  l)een  cronies  together  for  ages,  and  you 
youldn''t  surely  have  the  heart  to  break  up 
the  intimacy.  He  shall  dine  with  me,  by  the 
Lord  Harry,  and  your  ladyship  shall  meet  him-^' 

"  Oh  !  my  dear  Squire,  you  forget  my  delicate 
health  :  my  poor  stomach  is  in  such  a  state, 
that  if  once  I  get  a  nausea  I  should  be  qualm- 
ish for  a  month.  Eugh  I  I  declare  the  very 
thought  has  made  me  quite  faint  and  queasy; 
I  must  take  one  of  Dr.  Goddard's  drops." 

"  Yoicks  !  Fiddle-faddle !  take  a  gallop  with 
me  after  the  hounds,  and  you**ll  be  well  in  a 
week.  I  '11  mount  you  on  such  a  pad  that  you 
may  canter  him  with  a  bumper  in  your  hand, 
and  never  spill  a  drop:  I  Ml  defy  all  England 
to  match  little  Ginger.  You  know  liis  family, 
don't  you?  Hie  father  Tantivy  was  brother  to 
Raiiibow,  the  famous  Iloman-noscd  bay,  whose 
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mm  I^Qcd  Craft'*  wliice  mare  Ctljpgo. 
You've  l»ud,  I  dan  mj,  that  Gingtr  it  lint 
eooan  to  Lord  CaMUmvcn's  ikft-bittea  grey 
Ebghfljrr,  and  Mcond  counn  to  Colonel  Aali- 
Ibj*9  Jmrnrmt  while  filij  Snow-^lrop,  thftt  won 
three  plates  the  fint  teMOO  at  Bracklev,  Stan- 
fotd,  and  Newmarket.'* 

^  I  would  willii^y  do  any  thing  to  obKgv 
you,'*  resumed  Lady  Crockatt.  again  haWng 
reeourae  to  her  smelling-bottle,  and  turning  up 
her  nose  with  a  most  distasteful  look,— *^  but 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  gentleman''^  profes- 


**  Ay,  and  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  coun* 
trr>'^  interrupted  the  Squire ;  "  the  dayti  are 
cursed  long  in  the  summer,  an<l  when  the 
liwliiig'-fiMGe  is  hung  up  in  the  hall,  the  hunter 
turned  out,  and  his  master  half  asleep  for  want 
of  amnscsaent  in  field  or  cover,  rot  me  if  it 
11  n't  auaac  thing  to  have  a  houM?  to  call  at, 
md ,»  qu«^  old  badger  to  bait,  like  thin  city 
apiarMoes.  It  will  be  better  sport  than  going 
to  see  Doire^  the  famous  bear,  mouxzled  by  the 
Bustiirab  Beaidea,  he  has  {denty  of  cash  they  say, 
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and  if  he  plays  at  piquet,  gleek,  oiTil)re,  queen 
Naxareen,  lantiUio,  liankfalet,  pamiagc*  boast,  or 
hazard,  shuffle-board  or  billiards,  bowls  or  ten- 
nis* he  tthalt  meet  with  a  match  here  that  wiU 
soon  make  him  show  the  colour  of  his  city  gold. 
Whoop  !  tally-ho  !  to  cover !  to  cover  !  we  11 
rout  him  out,  unkennel  the  old  fox,  bag  hin 
up  safe,  bring  him  in  triumph  to  the  Rookerv, 
and  turn  him  out  in  the  dining-room,  before  a 
full  field  of  sportsmen." 

"My  dear  Marmaduke!"  said  the  Squire's 
sister,  a  fine  blushing  girl  with  bright  black 
eyes  and  a  ])rofusion  of  jetty  ringlets,  "  you  are 
always  so  precipitate:  Mr.  Goldingham  may 
prove  to  be  a  personage  whom  it  would  be  quite 
unworthy  to  treat  in  this  manner,  and  I  am  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that  you  ought  to  wait." 

"  And  what  say  you.  Old  Nick  ?"  cried  the 
Squire,  turning  to  one  of  his  guests,  whose  sod- 
den, ghastly,  time.wom  features,  and  crafty- 
l(x>king,  though  fixed  and  lufitrelcsfi  eye,  seemed 
to  render  the  name  by  which  ho  was  addressed 
not  altogether  inapplicable* 

**  Since  he  has  got  the  darby,  the  rhino,  let 
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mbttre  him  by  M  ■nrwn^'*  wm  eke  npljr  given, 
k  a  bosne,  hwky  Toiee;  ^  if  be  t»  bubbi»4Uife 
I  vananC  111  aoon  make  ny  podbttaoquaialed 
mtk  tbc  clink  of  hit  mega" 

Amon^  the  Squiiv's  gaeeU  pieeent  at  tbaa 
omvenation  wee  Sir  Ambrote  Jettop,  a  mem- 
ber of  Farliameot,  a  great  ontor,  but  a  con. 
■derably  greater  bore  in  the  Houae;  a  prig 
ad  a  eolemn  ooxoomb  every  where.  With  a 
idfiih  timidity  be  generally  wtthdcvw  whenever 
bis  vote  would  have  been  of  real  coneeqtieace  to 
odier  nde,  and  upon  oommoo  occaftioni  evinced 
ft  benevolent  anxiety  to  conciliate  both  parties, 
by  speaking  for  one  end  voting  for  the  other.^ 
By  diis  conitant  dependance  upon  bis  own  pal* 
try  apprehensions,  he  aspired  to  the  reputation 
of  an  independent  member,  w)ule  in  private  life 
be  sought  to  secure  esteem  by  being  of  every 
body''s  opinion  but  bis  own,  and  to  command 
respect  by  doling  out  his  sententious  indecisions 
in  pompous  alliterations:  "  Before  this  question 
is  decided,*"  he  exdeimed,  rising  up  very  for* 
rnsUy  from  his  chair,  "  I  wish  to  offer  a  few 
words  on  the  subject     Tiunigfa  I  completely 
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coincide  with  my  fair  friend  on  the  right,  that 
there  are  very  obvious  objections  to  any  very 
intimate  intimacy  with  the  party  in  question; 
yet,  Gotl  forbid !  thai  in  a  commercial  country 
like  tliis,  I  should  prohibit  the  privileges  of  so- 
ciety to  any  oul,  simply  for  being  deficient  in 
descent  and  of  poor  parentage.  I  am  most 
happy  to  banuouize  witli  our  hospitable  host  in 
many  of  his  remarks,  while  it  affords  me  singu- 
lar satisfaction  to  subscribe  to  the  sentiments  of 
the  respected  young  lady  on  the  left,  as  to  the 
Heedlessness  of  any  necessity  for  particular  pre- 
cipitation." 

During  the  delivery  of  this  empty  exordium, 
the  party  addressed  by  the  name  of  Old  Nick, 
who,  in  spite  of  his  years  affected  to  play  the 
wag,  placed  himself  behind  the  orator^  put  a 
handkcrcliief  hastily  around  his  head,  and  pre- 
tending to  fall  fast  asleep,  nodded  in  accord- 
ance with  the  measured  cadence  of  the  speaker; 
while  the  Squire  himself,  who  dreaded  nothing 
worse  than  these  long-winded  harangues,  sud- 
denly cried  out,  "  Question  !  question  !**'  and 
slapping  his  friend   roughly  on  the  back,  ex- 
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ddmedy  **  Zookt  1  Sir  Ambronr,  you  afe  in  the 
Bflokerj,  not  the  Houk  dt  Coaunoot :  we  all 
pcribctlj  ooincide  in  all  that  yon  wen  ffoing  to 
■fy  Car  we  know  that  you  meant  to  agree  widi 
every  individual  pi>eKnt,  and  «o  we  may  at  wdl 
pat  the  question  to  the  vote  at  once.  All  you 
who  are  of  cypinioo  that  the  candle-dipper  ihould 
dina  at  the  Rookery  on  Wednesday  next,  hold 
up  your  hands ;  on  the  contrary,  yonr«.  The 
ajrcs  have  it ;  so  Nick,  prepare  to  act  as  our  am- 
hasMdor.  leod !  well  have  rare  work  with  the 
old  fox  when  we  can  fairly  give  the  view-holla. 
Uey  !  whoop !  tantivy  !  yoicks !  talljho  !  Sink 
ne  if  I  was  ever  in  such  prime  spiritH  in  all  my 
bfe.— Haugh  *  haugh  !  haugh  T 

The  betraying  tone  of  this  forced  merriment, 
and  the  haggard  look  that  instantly  succeeded 
to  the  flafrh  of  laughter,  helied  his  as.iertion ;  but 
it  passed  muster  with  all  his  auditors  exce])t  his 
Bster»  who  only  noticed  it  with  a  sigh  ;  the  rest 
idy  dispersed  in  pursuit  of  thcjr  respectirc 
Its,  and  the  deputed  messenger,  after 
promising  the  party  to  make  fine  sport  with 
the  queer  oU  prig,  set  off  to  execute  his  mission. 

VOL.   I.  9 
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Nicholas  Chinnery,  the  ambas^or  in  ques- 
tion, better  known  in  London  by  the  diminutive 
of  old  Nick,  having  long  ago  mined  himself  by 
gaming,  now  prowled  about  his  old  haunts  for 
the  purpose  of  ruining  others.  For  some  time 
he  had  been  a  bolter  of  Alsatia,  as  it  was  termed, 
that  is  to  say,  one  who  made  occasional  sorties 
from  the  debtor's  sanctuary  of  White  Friars, 
and  fled  back  to  that  refuge  when  close  pressed 
by  the  bailiffs.  Latterly  he  had  become  a  ta- 
vern rook,  looking  out  for  culls  and  bubbles^ 
whom  he  generously  offered  to  treat  with  a 
pottle  of  sack,  if  he  thought  he  could  entice 
them  to  try  their  luck  at  dice,  of  which  he 
always  carried  a  bale  in  each  sleeve  of  his  coat, 
well  prepared  for  his  purpose,  whether  it  was 
expedient  to  use  High  Fullamsor  Low  Fullams. 
Much  of  the  slang  he  had  picked  up  in  Alsatia 
he  still  retained  in  his  familiar  dialect ;  he  could 
croak  a  smutty  song  upon  occasion,  he  was  an 
adept  at  the  low  pastime  of  dumfounding  and 
selling  bargains,  and  set  himself  up  for  a  bit  of 
a  mimic  and  buffoon — a  combination  of  qualities 
which  had  appeared  to  the  Squire  so  well  cal- 
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cokted  to  keep  up  his  flagging  spirits,  and 
dwer  tbe  tedium  </  the  countrj  out  of  the 
sporting  season,  that  he  had  given  him  an  invi- 
tation  to  the  Bookeiy. 

It  was  Nick's  full  intentioQ  to  perform  hu 
pffoouBe  by  **  bamboozling  the  old  codger  pro- 
pedy,*^  but  one  penetrating  look  from  Isaac's 
huge  stem  eye  oonidncing  him  that  there  might 
be  some  danger  in  the  experiment,  while,  from 
the  absence  td  witnesses,  there  would  be  little 
glory,  even  in  its  success,  he  proceeded  at  once 
to  unfc^  the  purpose  of  his  visit.  Tlie  little 
treaty  which  he  came  to  negociate  proved  to  be 
much  more  difficult  of  accomplishment  than  he 
had  anticipated.  Disdaining  to  truckle  to  aris- 
tocratical  prejudices,  which  he  despised,  Gold- 
i&gfaam  bad  determined  never  to  make  the  first 
visiting  overtures  in  his  own  person,  and  to 
exact  from  those  who  sought  his  acquaintance 
s  rigorous  compliance  with  etiquette.  All  dilfi- 
odties,  however,  being  at  last  removed,  it  wa« 
only  necessary  to  know  the  geograf^ical  position 
of  the  Rookery. 

**  Your  coachman  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
p  2 
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road,**  said  Cliinnery ;  "  it  is  merely  a  pleasant 
drive  of  eight  or  nine  miles  along  the  coast. 
You  turn  out  of  the  high  roati  by  the  turnpike, 
go  along  by  the  edge  of  the  Chalk  Pits,  down 
Sloppcrton  Lane,  and  so  on  by  Abbotsbury  CHfTs 
till  you  see  the  Rookery  down  in  the  valley," 

"  I  don't  much  like  the  sound  of  it,"  said 
Goldiiigham, shaking  his  head.  "I  suppose  the 
road  is  neither  watched  nor  hghted.  Ah  !  Lou* 
don  is  the  place  for  that — 1  have  little  fancy 
for  Cliffs,  and  (]hnlk  Pits,  and  Slopperton  Lanes. 
— Is  there  no  other  way  ?*" 

"  You  may  go  round  by  the  sands,  if  it  *s 
low  water,  and  so  up  Seafurd  Gap.*" 

"  Worse  and  worse,"  cried  Gukliiighani ;  '*  to 
be  nabbed  perhaps  by  the  tide  as  I  \n  coming 
home,  floated  ashore  next  morning,  and  my 
body  found  by  some  poor  shrim]vwonian,  half 
covered  with  sand,  an  oyster-shell  in  my  mouth, 
and  a  bit  of  sea^weed  in  my  hand  !*" 

"  You  will  be  perfectly  safe  by  the  high 
road,^  resumed  Chinnery,  "  for  it  is  the  night 
of  the  full  moon."— This  fact  being  verified  by 
a  reference  to  Lilly's  Ephemeris,  and  Timothy, 
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who  was  exprestlj  sumrooued  on  the  occauon, 
hsving  declared  that  he  ooald  almost  find  the 
«aj  blindfold,  the  invitation  was  at  length  ac- 
cepted, and  Chinnery  took  his  departure. 

Upon  this  approaching  dinner,  however  un* 
important  an  occurrence  in  itflclf,  the  iomates 
of  the  Rookery  now  fixed  their  ftttcntion  with 
the  childish  impatience  of  those  lifttless  London- 
«n  in  the  country  who  are  delighted  to  fasten 
their  minds  u)x>n  any  future  event,  as  a  sort  of 
windlass  by  which  they  may  drag  themselves  for- 
ward througli  the  intenening  tiir.i*.  Punctuality 
was  one  of  the  cardinal  virtues  with  GolUinghom, 
who  carried  this  feeling  to  such  a  nicety  that  he 
hdd  it  nearly  as  culpable  to  be  before  the  time 
as  after  it.  In  a  ride  of  eight  or  nine  miles  it 
was  difficult  to  be  scrupulously  exact,  but  as 
Timothy  always  drove  at  the  same  jog  trot, 
and  had  frequently  timed  die  distance  upon 
former  occasions,  they  had  the  good  fortune  to 
tfrive  at  the  entrance  to  the  Squire^s  grounds 
about  seven  roinuies  before  the  appointed  hour. 
At  this  moment  the  coachman,  who  had  petted 
and  pampered  his  old  horses  till  they  were  as 
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fat  as  aldermen,  observed  one  of  them  to  bt 
chafed  by  a  buckle,  and  got  down  from  the  box 
to  set  it  right. 

"  You  may  as  well  leave  this  till  we  reach 
the  house,^  said  Goldingham,  holding  his  watch 
close  to  his  large  poring  eye ;  "  it  wants  but 
seven  minutes,  and  I  should  not  wish  to  be  after 
my  time.'^ 

"  Like  enough,  like  enough,"  answered  Ti- 
mothy, pulling  at  the  buckle ;  "  but  I  don't 
care  much  about  it  myself  By  my  troggs  !  if 
your  back  was  galled  like  {KM)r  Ruperfs,  you''d  be 
glad  to  wait  till  your  hurry  was  over."  At  these 
words  he  took  a  clasp  knife  from  liis  pocket  \vith 
which  he  proceeded  very  deliberately  to  cut  at  the 
leather,  that  he  might  adjust  it  to  the  buckle; 
and  Goldingham,  who  knew  by  experience  that 
he  was  not  to  be  put  out  of  his  way  either  by 
scolding  or  coaxing,  employed  himself  in  taking 
a  survey  of  the  liouse. 

*•  The  Rookery  !"  he  exclaimed  aloud ;  "  why 
have  they  given  it  that  name,  I  wonder  ?^ 

"  I  should  have  thought  any  doddipate  might 
have  guessed  the  reason  o'  that,"  said  Timothy, 
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m  if  the  quesdoo  had  been  addressed  to  him ; 
**  vhjr,  became  there  was  a  rookery  all  along  the 
front  of  it,  to  be  sure.** 

^  And  prjtbee,  what  hat  become  of  it,  aaucjr 
fdkm  V  inquired  Goldingfaam  with  tome  ai^^. 
**  Why,  the  rooks  have  flown  ri^^t  away  with 
it,*  replied  Timothy,  tugging  at  the  buckle. 

"  Sirrah !  if  you  cannot  speak  without  this 
in^^ertiDent  waggery,  please  to  hold  your 
tflmpie :  when  I  want  some  one  to  pby  the  fool 
§at  me,  I  need  not  apfdy  to  my  own  coachman.*' 
**  True  enough,  ''cause  you  may  apply  to  yuur 
own  self,"  muttered  Timothy.  "  Why,  I  told 
jou  n€)thing  but  the  truth ;  the  rooks  havt  flown 
svay  with  it,  the  bully-huffs  and  the  biters,  the 
iharpers  and  the  tricksters,  that  shake  their 
dbows  and  rattle  the  dice,  those  are  the  rooks 
that  have  made  the  Squire^s  purse  cast  its 
cdtf",  and  have  flown  away  with  the  rookery. 
You  may  see  the  stumps  of  the  trees  all  round 
about  you." 

"  What  I  all  cut  down  to  pay  gambling 
cld>ts  ?"  ejaculated  Goldingham ;  "  I  wish  tiie 
knaves  that  brought  thu  ruin  upon  the  place 
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had  been  liung  on  the  tallest  of  the  trees  before 
the  Squire  cut  them  down ;  and  if  all  the  villains 
concerned  in  the  Popiiih  plot  and  the  murder  of 
Sir  Ednmndsburv  Gt)dfrey  had  been  swinging 
by  their  side,  I  should  not  desire  to  see  better 
fruit  hanging  from  a  l)ough.  Such  a  re8|>ectabl€ 
looking  old  house,  too  V 

The  building  to  which  this  epithet  had  been 
applied,  and  which  Goldinghani  had  abundant 
leisure  to  survey  while  Timothy  was  twiddling 
with  his  buckle  and  strap,  exhibited  a  successioa 
of  gable  ends,  surmounted  wiiii  pinnacles,  and 
edged  with  numldinga  of  oak,  whose  carved 
work  had  been  all  worn  away  and  rounded  by 
the  band  of  Time.  Moss  and  lichens  had  spread 
over  the  sand-stone  roof  till  it  resembled  the 
thatch  of  an  ancient  barn,  the  massy  twisted 
red-brick  chimneys  seemed  crumbling  together 
with  age,  and  the  upper  floor,  whose  heavy 
beams  terminated  in  canned  heads,  looked  as  if 
it  would  crush  the  lower  story  over  which  it 
projected.  Large  tin  spouts  jutted  out  at  utt- 
equal  distances  from  the  top,  so  as  to  inondate 
all  those  who  should  approach  within  ten  feel 


of  the  valb  during  a  ahoirer ;  but,  u  if  to  re^ 
■ove  any  iikhocpiuble  natkmm  that  thej  might 
•waken,  a  row  of  caitboiware  martin-coops  ran 
along  under  the  eaves  in  proof  that  even  the 
fanda  of  passage,  the  travellert  of  the  air,  were 
provided  with  a  lodging  'the  moment  they 
diimed  the  shelter  of  the  roof.  An  ancient 
pear-tree,  trained  so  as  to  run  round  the  pro- 
jecting diamood-paned  windows,  might,  from  the 
solidity  of  iu  timber,  have  been  almost  thought 
to  uphold  the  building  rather  than  to  be  suf^ 
ported  by  it ;  while  a  massy  dove-house  at  one 
extremity  wore  the  air  of  a  huge  buttress  plant- 
ed there  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  the 
whole  pile,  rather  than  that  of  rearing  pigeons. 
A  bowling-green  with  its  summer-house  and 
moking-room  extended  along  the  front  of  the 
oiamuon,  which  was  connected  by  a  whole  vil- 
kge  of  outbuildings  with  the  farm-yard.  Here 
was  the  dog-kennel  for  the  hounds,  whose  disso- 
nant baying,  mixed  with  the  almost  incessant 
thumping  of  flails,  and  the  various  cacklings  of 
poultry,  was  deemed  no  unpleasant  music  by 
the  owner  of  the  Rookery.  Every  granary  and 
F  5 
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bam  door,  thickly  studded  with  impaled  pole- 
cats, weasels,  stoats,  and  other  destroyers  of  the 
game,  showed  the  activity  of  the  warfare  carried 
on  against  those  four-footed  poachers;  and  a 
spacious  warren  stretching  round  the  orchard  at 
the  back  of  the  premises,  attested  that  when 
nobler  sport  was  not  to  be  had,  the  Squire 
would  condescend  to  shoot  rabbits,  or  even  hunt 
them  with  ferrets. 

Leaving  Goldingham  for  the  present,  alter- 
nately gazing  at  the  house,  or  looking  at  his 
watch  with  an  increased  impatience  which  was 
not  in  any  degree  participated  by  the  slow  and 
impcrturljabic  Timothy,  we  shall  request  the 
reader  to  enter  the  low  hall,  hung  round  with 
fowling-pieces,  powder-belts,  stags^  horns,  foxes' 
brushes,  and  other  sportsman's  trophies ;  to 
pass  the  shuffle-board  table  at  one  end — to  tra- 
verse the  parlour,  furnished  with  high-backed, 
leather-bottomed  chairs,  and  an  antique  oak 
cabinet  in  every  comer— to  ascend  the  stairs; 
then  to  go  along  a  passage,  and  down  three 
steps,  and  finally  to  let  us  pilot  him  into  the 
drawing-room,   where,   before  a   long    narrow 
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glsM  fizfld  IB  the  pund.  Sir  HAroourt  Sling^- 

hf^  m  nev  gimt  at  the  Bodcery*  stood  camfaing 

Mm  periwig ;  b  pmcdoc  not  b  little  inoxiAUent 

vhh  modern  nodoDt  of  politenesi,  etpeciBlly  be- 

&fe  ladies  and  b  roamfull  of  visitaats»  although 

it  was  mn  established  habit  with  the  beaus  and 

*irq^iWitj»K.  ci  that  era.     Of  these  fashionable 

flnttereca  about  the  court  and  the  circles  of  high 

life.  Sir  Haroourt,  who  had  many  imitators  but 

Bo   riral,  was  the  avowed  leader;  a  pre-eini- 

nenoe  uniTenallj  conceded  to  him  not  leas  on 

aooount  of  his  fine  figure  and  splendid  fortune, 

than  the  tasteful  modinhness  of  his  attire,  and 

the    polished    urbanity  of  demeanour    which 

shone  through  ail  the  fopperies  of  his  discoumr 

and  dress,  preposterous  as  they  sometimes  were. 

**  May  I  be  freckled  r  he  exclaimed  to  iwrnc 

of   the   by-standers,   while    he   ionnuatcd  his 

comb  into  the  hair,  passed  it  along  the  surface 

of  his  wig,  and  looked  tenderly  at  it  with  his 

head  on   one  side,  "  if  it  be  not  the  prettiest 

periwig  in  Christendom.      Chedreux  !    it  will 

immortalize  thee — it  is  thy  chef-d'oeuvre,  and 

ought  for  ever  to  remain  as  it  is  now,  unvisitcd 
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by  the  wind,  and  unprofaned  by  a  liat.  No 
flax  was  ever  whiter;  and  what  a  beauty  there 
is  in  a  fair  wig  !  How  well  it  sets  of!'  my  dark 
eye-brows !  (by  the  byj  1  have  brought  them 
into  fashion  ;  notliing  %vill  go  down  this  season 
but  black  brows,) — ah  !  how  dehcately  a  blonde 
peruque  shows  off  against  these  dark  curtains ! 
May  those  in  the  dining-room  be  a  sliade 
deeper  !  though,  after  all,  nothing  can  relieve  it 
better  than  the  chocolate  colour  which  I  have 
chosen  for  the  lining  of  my  new  French  calash. 
^hy  mon  cher  r  lie  continued  as  the  Squire  en- 
tered the  room  in  a  dress  suit.  I  give  you  joy 
— I  see  you  have  published  a  new  coat,  and 
may  I  be  pimpled  if  it  be  not  of  a  passable  de- 
vice, and  praiseworthy  cut." 

**  Whoop !  Sir  Harcourt,  why,  you  have 
never  turned  round  to  look  at  it  yet." 

"  There  's  no  occa«ioD,  mon  cher,  for  I  can 
see  it  in  the  glass,  and  still  correct  the  eccen- 
tricities of  these  two  or  three  truant  hairs.  Tell 
me.  Squire,  didst  ever  see  a  sweeter  peruque  ? 
Not  a  curl  in  it — I  have  exploded  them  for 
ever,  but  every  line   softly  flowing  and  waving 
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up  and  down  like  the  undulations  of  a  summer 
aea.  There !  it  is  finished  and  'faultless,  and 
wow,  wum  cher,  que  je  t'embraue^et  me  kiss 
thee,  for  thj  coat  is  jaunty  and  piquant.** 

Stretching  out  his  head  as  far  as  possihle  so 
as  to  avoid  the  smallest  derangement  of  his  sa- 
Cfed  peruke,  he  kissed  the  cheek  of  the  Squire, 
vbo  exclaimed,  **  I  don't  know  whether  your 
Vig  be  of  such  a  rare  breed  as  you  pretend, 
bat  sink  me !  if  I  ever  saw  six  such  clean  long- 
tttled  nags  as  you  have  got  to  your  calash. 
Fifty  to  twenty  I  match  the  pcnique  six  times 
orer  before  you  produce  such  another  set  of 
horses  in  all  England.  Your  off  wheeler  is  un- 
oxnroonly  like  my  black  gelding  Skyscraper. 
Where  the  devil  did  you  pick  him  up  ?** 

"  May  I  be  visited  by  the  chicken  rash !  if 
I  can  tell  you.  I  merely  order  my  people  to 
procure  for  mc  whatever  is  most  rare  and 
unique,  and  not  to  trouble  their  heads  about 
the  expense.** 

"  Yon  boost  of  your  peruque,"  resumed  the 
Squire,  "  but  the  newest  fashion  about  you  is 
your  speech.     When  I  left  London  you  drawU 
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I'd  and  etretched  out  the  letter  A  as  if  you  were 
loth  to  part  with  it,  and   talked  as  broad  as 
Scottish  gardener/' 

"  Run  me  lliruugh  i  Squire,  if  I  could  si 
to  it  any  longer  after  it  came  down  to  that  son 
rogue  Titus  Oates.     I  was  standing  beside  hi 
when  he   said    to    ray    Lord    North,   "  Maay^ 
Laird  Chaife  Jaistaice,  whay  this  baisness 
Bdidlaw  cairns    to  naithaing,'  and  I  instanl 
forswore  the  North  country  drawl,  and  inti 
duced  the  French  lisp.     This  too  being 
])rofancd  by  vulgar  mouths,  I  abandoned 
and  had  actually  some  thoughts  of  speaking 
simply  and  naturally ;  but  it  was  held  to  be 
too  daring  an  innovation,  too  great  an  aflecta* 
tion  of  singularity,  so  that  I  am  obliged  to  be 
somewhat  foppish  and  fantastical  in  my  oaths, 
for  fear  of  being  set  down    for  a  coxcomb.— J 
Let  me  blood  I  Squire,  if  your  cravat  be   noj 
most    villainously  dis|K)sed ;  why    entrust 
aifair  of  such  importance    to  an  Englishi 
We  have  no  native  artists   in  this  line. 
man  Guillioteaux  was  had  over  from  ParisJ 
purpose^  ftnd  does  notliing  else.^ 
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<^  Whoop  I  Sir  Hnoourt,  I  alwajft  tie  it  mj- 
«if :  you  can  never  make  a  fop  of  a  fox-bunter.*" 

**  My  dear  Squire,  if  you  were  to  faraak  your 
neck  to-morrovy  it  would  surely  be  a  cxxiaoU- 
doD  to  have  a  tasteful  crsvmt  romid  it — to  fall 
like  Cjesar,  and  die  in  a  becoming  manner. 
Ltfe  is  uncertain,  and  you  have  two  other  du- 
ties  to  perform  which  should  not  be  neglected 
far  A  sn^  moment-^-you  should  gel  nifles 
of  Spnnirii  point  instead  of  Venice,  and  change 
this  horridly  unbecoming  glass.  You  itout 
fiellowB  are  so  food  of  mirrors  that  make  one 
k»k  thin." 

**  YoidLs !  tantiTy !  tally-ho  V  roared  the 
Squire,  as  he  saw  Go!dingham*s  carriage  draw 
■p  to  the  door ;  **  we  have  unkennelled  the  old 
fox  ;  lay  on  the  dogs,  my  lads  and  lasses,  and 
let  us  start  him  for  a  good  day*s  sport.'*  At  this 
exclamation  the  company  betook  themselves  to 
the  window,  not  a  little  amused  at  the  sight  of 
Timothy,  with  his  beard  and  trunk  hose,  the 
corpulent  coach-horses  imoking  with  their  exer- 
tkms,  the  old-fashioned  vehicle,  and  the  still 
more  antiquated  appearance  of  its  proprietor. 
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Having  made  the  party  for  the  express  purpose 
of  "  sliowing  up  the  old  badger,"  as  he  termed 
it,  and  turning  his  new  guest  into  ridicule,  the 
Squire  began  the  sports  of  the  day  by  intro- 
ducing him  with  a  mock  ccremoniousness  to 
each  individual  present,  as  Mr.  Isaac  Golding- 
ham,  of  Goldinghnm  Place,  which  words  he  took 
every  opportunity  of  rc|x.'ating,  till  the  room 
seemed  to  echo  with  no  other  sounds.  Most  of 
the  company  found  it  diificult  to  repress  a 
smile  as  they  returned  the  formal  salutations 
of  the  new  visitant,  but  Sir  Harcourt  was  not 
to  be  betrayed  into  any  departure  from  his 
uniform  pohtcness.  His  low  and  graceful  bow 
occasioning  the  ends  of  his  periwig  to  fall  for- 
ward, he  gave  his  head  a  tender  shake  u  he 
arose,  like  a  water-spaniel  emerging  from  the 
wave;  and  casting  down  his  eyes  for  a  moment, 
to  see  that  every  thing  had  fallen  into  its  pro- 
per place,  he  resumed  the  gracious  expression 
of  his  countenance,  and  recovered  tlie  becoming 
attitude  in  wliich  he  had  been  previously  stand- 
ing. 

*'  A  most  singular-looking  personage,  is  he 
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not?**  whispered  Lady  Crodcmtt,  wbo»  in  ^itt 
ci  all  her  protestations  to  the  contrary,  had 
jomed  the  party,  though  she  still  kept  her  mrll- 
iB|f-bottle  to  her  nose. 

"  I  was  not,  like  my  friend  SuDderland/  re- 
plied Sir  Harcourt,  "  so  fortunate  as  to  see 
By  Lord  Keeper  Guilford  riding  upon  the 
ifamooeroa ;  but  I  hold  myself  well  indemnified 
by  witnessing  the  arriTal  of  Mr.  Goldingfaam 
nd  his  equipage.  I  consider  him  altogether  a 
very  curious  lusus  natune,  and  one  that  would 
make  s  rare  addition  to  Ashmole's  Museum,  at 
Lambeth,  though  I  believe  he  does  not  admit 
fire  specimens." 

As  Lady  Crockatt  was  the  only  person,  ex* 
cept  Chinnery,  with  whom  Goldingham  had 
■ade  any  previous  acquaintance,  he  now  inter- 
mpted  her  whispering  by  inquiring  the  state  of 
her  health,  expressing  a  hope  that  the  pain  in 
her  sde  had  abated,  congratulating  her  on  her 
niproved  appearance,  and  not  forgetting  to  ask 
after  Cjrnthia.  The  magic  of  this  inquiry,  and 
the  chance  of  a  fresh  listener,  just  as  the  last 
of  the  old  ones  had  been  used  up,  immediately 
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reconciled  her  to  her  new  acquaintance,  spite  of 
his  odious  associations,  and  elevated  him  into 
a  confident  of  her  complaints. 

While  her  ladyship  was  Indulging  her  usual 
hospital  strain,  Chinnery  who  had  covertly 
possessed  himself  of  Goldingham's  flat  three 
cornered  beaver,  took  a  choir  behind  him,  and 
placed  it  upon  his  own  head,  a  piece  of  buf- 
foonery which  was  received  with  such  a  bois- 
terous shout  of  laughter  by  the  Squire,  and  a 
half  suppressed  tittering  by  other  portions  of 
the  company,  that  Goldingham  looked  round 
to  discover  the  cause  of  their  merriment,  when 
the  purloiner  of  the  hat  adroitly  slipped  it 
behind  his  chair,  began  rubbing  his  chin  with 
infinite  gravity,  and  seemed  to  he  lost  in  a  deep 
reverie.  Fresh  laughter  accompanied  this  rapid 
transformation,  and  Chinnery,  encouraged  by 
success,  thought  he  might  venture  an  attempt  at 
dtwij'ourtdwg  the  old  gentleman.  This  pastime, 
which  was  a  practical  joke,  then  in  high  repute 
with  the  wags  and  witHngs,  consisted  in  giving 
some  unsuspecting  party  a  smart  rap  between 
the    shoulders,   with    such   dexterity  that   he 
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ilnaJd  be  unable  to  diacorer  to  whom  he  was 
iadebted   for  the  fiivour.     ProridiDg  himielf 
with  a  small  stick  for  the  purpose,  the  operator 
ioiicted  a  aerere  blow  upon  GokliDgham's  back, 
who  tumiisg  mddenljr  nniud  with  •ome  wrath 
ad  greater  amasement,  saw  nobody  behind 
faxn  but  Lady  Crockatt,  fanning  herself  with 
one  hand  and  holding  her  smelling-bottle  in  the 
other.     All  joined  in  the  laugh  occauoned  by 
ikm  mgry  and  bewildered  look  of  the  sufferer, 
cxeept  ^r  Haroourt,  who  retrained  from  a  sense 
of  pofitcneas,  and  Sir  Ambrose  Jessop,  who 
waa  feafful  of  giring  offence  to  so  stem-looking 
a  personage. 

Sir  Ambrose  had  atdred  himself  for  the 
party  with  his  usual  finical  formality.  One  of 
the  knots  of  his  tye  wig  hung  over  his  shoulder, 
his  fringed  cravat  was  elaborately  twisted  down 
his  breast,  and  the  end  drawn  through  a  gold 
edged  button-hole,  and  no  spindle-ihanked  prig 
of  a  gentleman-usher  ever  stood  more  bolt  up- 
right, or  drew  on  his  long  laced  g^ove  with  a 
iDore  solemn  countenance.  While  he  was  thus 
occupied,  Chinnery,  meaning  to  kill  two  birds 
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wi t li  one  stone,  ga v e  Gold i  ngli am  a  second 
blow,  in  such  a  direction  that  it  seemed  iinpos- 
ttble  to  have  proceeded  from  any  one  but  the 
Baronet,  to  whom  the  assaulted  party  accord- 
ingly bristled  up  with  much  fiurctnefis,  exclaim- 
ing— **  Sir,  it  may  not  bt»  safe  for  you  to  repeat 
this  joke ;  I  neither  understand  such  treatment, 
Sir,  Dor  am  I  in  the  humour  to  submit  to  it 
Sir ;— hem  V 

The  utter  consternation  of  Sir  Ambrose  at 
his  being  supposed  capalile  of  such  an  out- 
rage, the  agony  with  which  he  disclaimed  it, 
although  he  was  afraid  to  inculpate  the  real 
perpetrator,  combined  with  the  incredulous  ex- 
pression of  Isaac''s  fiery  countenance,  who  stared 
at  him  as  if  he  would  run  him  through  with 
his  eye,  aggravated  the  Squire's  laugh  into  a 
mixture  of  shrieking  and  coughing,  and  excited 
tlie  risible  faculties  of  some  of  his  guests  in  a 
manner  almost  equally  vehement.  Hitlierto 
Chinnery  had  been  successful,  but  his  third  at- 
tempt was  not  destined  to  be  equally  fortunate. 
Goldingham*s  watchful  glance  caught  the  up* 
lifted  stick,  and  in  a  moment  after  his  horo- 
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kaded  cane,  which  he  had  retained  in  hu 
hudi  fell  upon  the  sooooe  of  the  offender,  with 
a  cnck  that  made  the  room  echo,  acctmipaiiied 
bf  an  excdamation  of—"  I  luppote  the  joke  is 
to  go  round,  Mr.  Chlnnery,  so  1  may  as  well 
tike  mj  tuns.** 

The  discomfited  wag,  who  wai  now  fain  to 
supply  laughter  to  the  company  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, fe!t  no  disposition  to  continue  his  fa- 
vourite game  of  dumfounditig^  and  was  not  at 
all  sorry  when  the  announcement  of  dinner  put 
an  end  to  the  boisterous  raillery  of  the  Scjuire. 

With  the  amiable  motive  of  annoying  Lady 
Crockatt  as  much  as  possible,  the  S(]uire  placed 
her  close  to  Goldingham ;  Sir  Harcuurt  Slings- 
by,  who  had  been  invited  to  the  Rookery,  in  the 
double  hope  that  he  might  lose  his  money  freely 
at  play,  and  perhaps  form  an  attachment  to 
Emily,  the  Squire^s  sister,  was  of  course  seated 
next  to  her  at  the  top  of  the  table ;  a  place  in 
which  he  adjusted  himself  with  infinite  compla- 
eency,  when  he  observed  that  a  dark  curtain 
immediately  behind,  relieved  his  blonde  periwig 
in  a  manner  that  would  have  left  nothing  to 
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desire,  even  if  Lely  or  Eneller  had  found  htm 
in  that  position,  and  were  about  to  paint  his 
portrait.  Chinnery  was  stuck  at  the  bottom,  to 
assist  his  host ;  Sir  Ambrose,  Mrs.  Chatsworth, 
and  others,  to  whom  we  have  not  thought  it 
necessary  to  introduce  the  reader,  £urranged 
themselves  as  accident  dictated. 

Smarting  for  the  chastisement  he  had  received 
in  the  drawing-room,  Chinnery  now  launched  a 
succession  of  miserable  jests  allusive  to  Gold- 
ingham's  imagined  trade,  which  were  received 
by  the  Squire  with  a  cackle  of  huge  delight; 
though  the  slang  language  in  which  they  were 
conveyed,  and  his  perfect  ignorance  of  the  im- 
plied joke,  occasioned  them  to  pass  unnoticed 
by  the  party  against  whom  they  were  levelled. 
The  founder  of  the  feast  began  at  length  to  fear 
that  he  should  be  disappointed  in  the  sport  he 
expected  from  his  guest's  vulgarity,  never  hav- 
ing reflected  that  the  same  shrewdness  which 
had  distinguished  him  in  one  sphere  of  life, 
would  quickly  enable  him  to  adapt  himself  to 
any  other ;  and  that  the  basis  of  good  manners 
is  good  sense.     With  all  his  peculiarities,  there 
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ns  a  tact  about  I<aac  that  saved  him  from 
aumuitting  himtelf ;  to  that  the  Squire,  Boding 
the  ladies  had  withdrawn  without  his  having 
dated  from  his  visitor  a  singk  awkwardness  or 
eceentridty,  determined  to  make  a  beast  of  him, 
■■ae  be  would  not  suffer  himself  to  be  made  a 
fooL  He  hoped,  at  all  events,  so  to  fluster  him 
witfi  wine  that  he  might  be  tempted  to  try  his 
lack  at  cards  or  dice,  having  already  marked 
kam  for  a  rich  cully  whom  it  would  be  most 
desirsMe  to  pluck. 

**  Whoop  I  yoicks  i  tantivy  T  roared  the 
Chairman ;  ^^  now  that  the  petticoats  have  left 
«s^  well  show  you,  master  Goldingham,  how  we 
West-of-£ngland  lads  df^le  our  claret,  and 
prove  the  truth  of  the  old  song : 

'  The  Sua  goes  to  tipple  all  night  in  the  tea,  boys  ; 
To-morrow  he  'U  rise  and  be  paler  than  we,  boys: 
Give  us  wine,  gire  him  water, — tis  sack  makes  us 

tke  boys. 

Withafa,U,la,U,lerur 

R(^r!  bring  us  a  magnum  of  claret,  clean 
gisssrs,  and  the  Monteitb.  We  have  an  old 
eustom  at  the  Rookery,  neighbour  Goldingham, 
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to  which  I  am  sure  you  will  not  object :  wa 
always  begin  our  claret  by  tossing  off  an  extra- 
sized  glass,  our  royal  rummer  as  wc  call  it,  to 
the  King's  health,  with  three  huzzas." 

"  I  never  drink  claret,"^  said  Goldingham: 
"  owing  to  ihe  kind  challenges  of  yourself  and 
friends  during  dinner,  I  have  already  taken 
more  than  my  usual  quantity  of  wine,  and 
though  I  have  no  objection  to  express  my  good 
wishes  for  his  Majesty's  health,  I  must  decline 
drinking  it." 

"  Whoop  I  man,  this  is  a  toast  that  is  never 
declined  by  Whig,  Tory,  or  THmmer.  What! 
would  you  pass  fur  a  traitor,  for  a  fanatic,  for  a 
Mugglctonian,  for  one  of  Moninouth'*s  faction, 
or  a  retainer  of  Hans  Muiulungus,  the  Prince 
of  Orange?  It  is  tlic  rule  of  the  house,  and 
unk  me,  if  I  allow  any  shirker  or  flincher  at  th« 
fiookery." 

"  With  regard  to  infringing  the  rules  of  the 
house,"  observed  Sir  Ambrose,  "  the  penalty 
pronouncetl  is  precise  and  peremptory,  and  1  feel 
myself  called  upon  to  declare  that  tbe  dcclimng 
to  drink  such  a  toast,  although  every  man  in  this 
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free  oonntary  is  a  sort  of — hem!  a  kind  ol^ 
hair — mw — ^" 

^  Cufse  him.  Squire,**  croaked  CUaaery, 
"  don^t  suffer  Mich  an  Abram  cove  to  plaj  the 
counterfeit  crank.  If  he  were  to  fefuae  to  booze 
it  at  the  George  in  White  Friars,  the  Baar  and 
Harrow  in  Chancery  Lane,  the  Setting  Dug  and 
Partridge  in  Jackanapes  Alley,  or  any  of  the 
feyal  houses  in  London,  they  would  mill  hiu 
with  a  filch,  or  give  him  a  worse  llosc-Alley 
salutation  than  Johnny  Dryden^s." 

"  Whoop !  Master  Goldingham,*^  cried  the 
Squire,  *'  if  you  don't  drink  one  bumper,  we 
shall  fine  you  three ;  ay,  and  make  you  swallow 
them  too :  so 

'  hay  by  four  caires^  and  hang  np  your  nnrrow, 
Drink  on — he  'i  a  tot  that  e'er  thinka  of  to-morrow.' " 

During  the  whole  of  this  vulgar  attack,  which 
was  coarsely  echoed  by  some  of  the  SquireV 
rustic  associates,  Goldingham^s  obstinacy  had 
been  gradually  fortifying  itself  in  resistance, 
until  the  command  of  the  King  himself  would 
Dot  haTe  persuaded  him  to  put  the  glass  to  his 
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lips.  With  a  stern  countenance,  that  declared 
he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  a  purpose,  aod 
meant  to  abide  by  it,  he  said  to  his  host,  "  Jk{iL 
Hartfield,  I  have  told  you  my  resolution;  it 
is  not  to  be  altered  by  einging  or  brawling^ 
neither  by  your  own  angry  looks,  nor  the  fu^ 
rious  clamour  of  your  friends.  The  acquaintanoe 
between  us  was  of  your  seeking,  not  ui'me;  an! 
since  it  does  not  suit  me  to  conform  to  the  rul^ 
of  your  house,  I  am  very  willing  to  leave  U/'lt 
y  "  Mr.  Chairman,^**  said  Sir  Ambrose,  after 
clearing  his  throat  with  a  preliminary  herof 
**  I  rise  to  order." 

**  It  is  high  time,"  exclaimed  Goldinghani. 
I    *'  I  have  a  proposition  to  propose,**  contiouad 
the  Orator,  "  upon  which  I  wish  to  take  tbt 
sense  of  the  company.''  iti-ii'i<v   /(.nin  oe 

I  .«  Where   the  deuce  will  you  find  it?^  ■!• 
quired  Isaac  pettishly.  i 

"  Little  did  I  think,  and  less  did  I  imagiiw^ 
pursued  the  Parliamentarian,  "  that  I  should 
"witness  such  a  scene  as  this.  Completely  ona- 
«dding  with  our  hospitable  host,  i(?ithout,  bow- 
ev«r,  in  the  least  inculpating  his  visitant— ^^"^ 


"  Lock   die  door,  Omnerjl**  tNiwTcd  the 
6i|aife,  obaeiriiig  tfurt  G«Acfinglnni  mn  prc- 
^iriog  to  viiMnw,  ^'Wboop!  thk  me  if  hr 
iImB  qwt  tbe  room  ualeat  by  die  window,  till 
kb  drinks  die  Iwiuipei.    Yoickti  mj  Uds !  ttop 
ym^  stop  liuBy  snd  support  your  duurmsn.** 
''"  Mj  desr  Hartfidd,"*  nid   Sir  Hsrtourt 
Sfegsby,  mtng,  "  I  csimot  sit  still  and  tee  you 
M  iff  a  ■UHMMT  90  inooiujstent  with  the  polite 
nd  nibsoe  ooct  that  does  soch  honour  to  your 
UMe.     Mmj  the  comer  d  mj  farourite  eye  cx- 
MfaiC  th«  crow's  foot !  if  I  can  allow  thin  mat- 
ter to  go  any  further.     I  am  sorry  Mr.  Gold- 
TTg*****  has  such  an  objection  to  drink  bumper 
^mnu ;  but  it  must  not  be  sud  that  Ite  sufTcred 
mj  ooostndnt  or  rude  indignity,  in  the  presence 
of  so  many  well-dressed  gentlemen.     It  would 
be  an  impvtatkm  upon  their  cloths,  an  impeach- 
ment of  their  cravats  and  perriwigs.**     At  these 
be  opMed  the  door,  making  a  courteous 
Co )  Goldingham,  who,  as  he  passed  out  ex- 
[y  *'  Snr^  you  are  a  real  gentleman,  and  I 
he  happy  «o  do  budnea  with  ynu,— 4o 
see  you,  I  meaa^  at  GoUinghan  Pkce/    The 
o  8 
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wind  of  the  clonng  dc»r  wafted  after  him  a  rid 
perfume  from  Sir  Harcouit's  scented  peruke,  al 
he  passed  up  stairs  into  the  drawing-room,  whoa 
inmates  had  no  reason  to  suspect  that  he  had 
been  just  engaged  in  such  a  Lapithaean  atrile 
His  carriage,  which  had  been  ordered  at  ao  u* 
usually  early  hour,  was  soon  afterwards  an- 
nounced, and  Groldingham  took  his  departun 
from  the  Rookery,  after  passing  a  most  uncom- 
fortable day,  and  without  the  least  wish  of  era 
again  crossing  its  threshold. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

"Yet  Wv«  the  citr  « tke  IdnOy  none 
Of  aU  ffoe4  «te  Mi  ftfa*  iMUtr  ; 
Where,  thoo^  with  good  be  intermixt  the  wonc, 
That  most  ififtari>  onr  nreei  trmnquillitr. 
CoateDt  thymdfixH  Uiioe  ability 
Aai  better  hap  thaU  anawer  thy  deatre : 
Bat,  Muae,  beware,  lest  we  too  high  aspire. 

IIkxrt  Peaciiam. 

It  may  easily  be  imagined  that  the  boisterous 
volgirity  of  the  Squire,  the  low,  boorish  man- 
xn  of  some  of  his  companions,  and  the  malig- 
B>Bt  Kandal  of  others,  did  not  impress  Gold- 
■ffaam  with  any  very  exalted  opinion  of  the 
>M»ty  to  be  found  in  the  new  neighbourhood 
iKo  which  he  had  transplanted  himself.  It 
*>i  doing  it  a  great  injustice,  indeed,  to  mea- 
"■e  it  by  sudi  a  standard;  but  as  yet  he  had 


BKaBEH    AfSTLEY. 

been  affordetl  no  other  criterion,  and  he  he\ 
to  think  that  the  more  elevated  class  with  whom 
*he  vas  destined  to  associate,  unless  he  preferred 
absolute  solitude,  supplied  but  sorry  substitutes 
for  his  old  cronies  in  the  City,  who  had  for  so 
nruiny  years  discussed  with  him,  over  a  pipe  at 
Jonathan'^,  the  latest  news,  the  contents  of  the 
Weekly  Courant,  the  prices  of  Baltic  product, 
and  the  truculent  plots  of  the  Papists.  In 
hoping  to  escape  from  his  terrors  upon  the  U^ 
ter  subject,  by  sequestering  himself  from  their 
presumed  focus,  the  mctropt>lis,  he  had  been 
woefully  disappointed,  for  the  dread  of  those 
omnipresent  but  inviAible  assassins,  was  a  na- 
tional deHrium,  which  equally  maddened  eiiwy 
hamlet  in  the  empire.  Unfortunately  for 
Isaac's  peace  of  nund,  his  vicinity  to  the  •ee 
brought  iiim  in  contact  with  marauderir  and 
smugglers,  whose  occasional  signals  and  stdl- 
miflhes  were  invariably  attributed  to  a  descetat 
from  the  Irish,  coming  to  ravage  the  oountiy 
with  fire  and  sword ;  and  although  his  Pro- 
testant iiail,  and  his  silken  panoply  afforded  him 
some  little  consolation,  he  remembered,  with 
much  trepidation  of  spirit,  that  in  the  hour  of 
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med  he  doold  adtkor  pop  his  haid  oat  d  tbt 
faAow-  and  call  Um  vatch,  nor  aeod  out  of 
jU^  derka  to  ^fe  iafocauitioa  to  the  Ixml 
J[#yor»  as  be  miglifi  Imtv  done  in  the  City* 
V  The  couBlty,  ia  short*  afWr  tho  bustfe  «f 
iUft  arttlewCTt  bad  a  httlt  subsided,  no  loayr 
ipppaicd  to  bin  so  fine  an  inTentioQ  as  hi* 
hftd  fiirst  pnaoWKsed  it»  and  then  vas  soma- 
.Aing  so  ofipiessivto  and  wen  akraung  in  the 
4riad  bmUilaas  siknoe  of  Cbe  night,  when  he 
iimy<iai>d  Co  be  awakc^  that  be  longed  §at 
.Ar  baading  of  the  watchmen,  the  rattling  of 
sriMeb^  Had  the  punctual  chimes  of  the  Bojal 
JBrnhwigp  doelu  There  was  really  no  sleepuig 
^aBBsfovtably  without  some  noise  or  other;  the 
iMea  thai  all  Ant  world  round  about  bim  was 
ihamd  ia  ikep  repose,  seemed  to  leave  him 
iMkr  such  a  foriovn  and  uapiDtccted  plight  that 
.lie-  cevld  not  elose  bis  eyes.  Nor  did  the 
jdf^  o&r  fabtt.sueb  aa  unintemiptod  suc- 
.esasinn  of  tnaqml  delights  aa  ho  had  fondly 
-anticsfiated. 

tu'iAbbm^  ilia  neighbours  gradnally  began  tu 
fMmw  fram  ihttT  frosea  etiquette,  aa  the  ridicu- 
*  loaanmbar^.elioMft  taa.aniaToiiffy  business  was 
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refiited,  and  his  commercial  respectability  fufly 
established;  and  althuugli  several  families  of 
some  distinction  found  a  pleasure  in  calling 
upon  him  when  they  were  absolutely  at  fault 
what  else  to  do,  yet  Goldingham  now  and  then 
found  himself  terribly  at  a  loss  to  get  through 
the  day,  especially  if  it  happened  to  be  a  rainy 
one.  He  felt  that  a  man  who  has  been  for 
many  years  engaged  in  active  absorbing  pur- 
suits, and  conversant  with  busy  bustling  faces, 
finds  nothing  so  difhcult  to  do  as  to  do  nothing, 
and  no  company  more  irksome  to  be  restricted 
to  than  his  own.  Idleness,  in  fact,  requires  a 
regular  apprenticeship,  and  is  seldom  well  per- 
fonued,  except  by  those  who  are  born  and  bred 
to  the  business. — **  Adzooks  !"  he  exclaimed 
one  day,  as  he  soliloquised  up  and  down  his 
gravel  walk,  "  when  one  has  stood  upon 
'Change,  talked  to  brokers,  and  made  one  or 
two  hundretl  pounds  of  a  morning,  it  is  bad 
enough  to  sit  in  a  sunny  field,  prattle  to  butter- 
cups and  daffodils,  and  get  nothing  after  all  but 
a  cold.  But  what  am  I  to  do  in  the  winter? 
when  my  neighbours  are  all  shooting  away  Time 
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■ith  tfanr  famlkag  pieeei,  or  huodog  him  down 
^adk^iog^aad  bones? — I  csa't  percb  upon  « 
frtv  and  ^diisde  like  s  blackbird,  vor  bop  about 
htkiDg  for  crumbs  like  a  rabio  redbreast,  nor 
j^nat'diO'im  in  the  fern  like  a  hare,  dot  stand  in 
the  maw  dwwing  the  cud,  like  a  oow,  nor  go  to 
iMd  like  m  dormouse,  and  tell  Timothy  to  call 
«e  next  ^>ring.  Oh  !  for  a  sleety  morning  at 
Christmas !  grre  me  the  fire-aide  comer  at  Jona- 
than**, widi  a  fresh  pipe,  a  pint  d  mull'd  Iambus 
miol,  and  the  Weekly  Courant.  Green  lanes 
are  certainly  very  pretty  things,  but  orfc  sadly 
misaes  the  foot-pavement,  and  the  shopA  on  eoch 
ode,  and  the  lamps;  you  caoH  hold  up  your 
faiger  for  a  hackney-coach  if  caught  in  a  shower, 
aor  call  the  watch  and  spring  half  a  dozen 
tattles  in  as  many  minutes,  if  any  one  thrcatenA 
to  assault  you.  For  the  summer  the  country 
maj  be  a  very  ingenious  contrivaaKC ;  but  I  shall 
never  be  able  to  get  through  the  winter  here, 
onless  I  have  somebody  to  talk  to  besides  Mrs. 
Holmes  and  Timothy.  Adzooks  i  I  doa\  know 
which  is  the  worst  of  the  two,  the  one  alway.^ 
smiUng  and  curtsying,  and  saying  **  Yes,  Sir, 
Q  5 
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certainly,'"  lK»foTc  I  have  «ver  opened  my  lips, 
though  I  hear  her  scolding  like  a  shrew  the 
moment  she  quits  llie  jwrioiir ;  «ind  the  other  a 
saucy,  superannuated  old  fool,  vho  fancies  him- 
self a  wag,  and  whom  £  sludl  send  about  his 
business  the  moment  I  can  supply  his  place. — 
Talk  of  the  country,  indeed  I  I  should  like  to 
know  where  there  is  such  society  as  at  the  Ex- 
change, such  a  garden  as  the  Stocks'  market, 
such  ponds  and  decoys  as  in  Leadenhall,  siich 
parks  for  venison,  without  going  a-hunting,  as 
in  the  cooks'  shops  in  East  Cheap.  What  I 
have  in  the  country  they  tell  me  is  my  own ;  ao 
is  that  in  London,  so  long  as  I  have  got  money 
to  buy  it.  I  wish  Jemmy  Tibbs  the  scrivener, 
or  Bat  liul)^)n  of  the  Russia  Walk,  would  just 
run  duwn  fur  a  month  or  two  .when  the  bad 
weather  first  sets  in."  t;   tn       ■< 

'  Just  as  he  finished  this  des{}ond)ng  soliloquy^ 
Timothy  came  to  announce  to  him  that  the  Kttlc 
grey  pony,  which  he  had  purchased  with  the 
other  effects  of  the  late  General,  was  eating  its 
head  off  in  the  stable,  and  falling  ill  for  want  dC 
exercise;  declaring  at  tiie  same  lime,  in  answer 


<j>i tm  jMHten^^f inqiiirifi,  that  be  iru  UtqmtLm 
«iuab  «»d  «•  efti^  w  ao  ann^bain  .Afvot^ 
Jnwd  faebvc^K  A  knib  and  an  afro.chair^  awwwi 
>»QoMt«ig^am  precuely  tbeaortof  aniaudufva 
«sUcb  be  sboAikl  like  to  coBuoanoa  hit  aqusetmn 
aspeiiiaeflts;  and  finding  bonemanahip  a  jnucb 
aaM^  aequuftioD  and  jrffaaapter  exerciae  tlun 
IK:  had  aatkipatadr  be  frtquendj  indulged  in 
Ity^ta  the  benefit  «f  bi»  bealth  as  well  aa  the 
esUlatalmi  oC  tua  Bpirita.  Still,  however,  feel- 
iag  tbe  waAt  of  a  compante  in  tbeae  excunioM^ 
teirdU'aa  in  the  kmg  .eveningt  at  honx^,  it  oo- 
moTfd  to  him  tliat  be  might  at  all  events  secuic 
the  aodety  of  his  ttepbew,  Reuben  Apslej,  whom 
ha  bad  not  haag  before  diapatehed  to  Oxford  to 
conapkte  ihe  last  term  ol  hit  education.  Eager 
la  giaap  at  any  thing  that  promised  to  reliuve 
him  from  his  ennui,  and  having  been  always 
warmLy  attached  to  Reubai,  whom  he  had  now 
melv«d  to  adopt  as  bis  aon  and  succeasor  at 
Gddingham  Places  upon  condition  of  his  taking 
ebejMuae,  be  immediately  wrote  to  summon  bim 
hooae;  giving  such  minute  directions  aa  to  the 
stage  by  wlmh  he  should  travel)  and  the  route 
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from  the  high  road  to  the  Lodge,  that  it  re- 
quired a  very  clear  head  not  to  be  perplexed 
and  puzzled  by  his  explanations.  So  satisfied 
was  he  witli  this  arrani^ementj  and  the  precision 
with  which  he  haA  given  his  orders,  that  when 
he  had  sealed  his  letter,  he  testified  liis  compla- 
cency by  bis  customary  "hemP  and  almost 
emptied  liis  waistcoat  pocket  of  its  lumps  of 
sugar  as  he  walked  up  and  down  settling  future 
plans  for  the  joint  occu})ation  and  recreation  of 
himself  and  Reuben. 

It  has  already  been  slightly  intimated,  that 
his  nepbew^s  parents,  together  with  his  sister, 
were  presumed  to  have  perished  at  sea ;  the 
vessel  in  which  they  embarked  on  their  return 
to  Europe  from  the  East  Indies  never  having 
been  heard  of,  although  many  years  liad  elapsed 
from  the  time  of  their  sailing.  Circumstances 
had  induced  the  father  to  take  his  wife  and 
daughter  with  him,  when  his  commercial  affairs 
rendered  it  necessary  that  he  should  visit  the 
East ;  and  to  leave  Reuben,  who  was  consider- 
ably younger  than  his  sister,  under  the  care  of 
his  uncle  Goldingham.     As  several  vessels  were 
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taftyim  to  tiffvit  pciklwd  in'  m'dnsdfiil  fawti. 
«ne  tiMrt  swept  the  whok  IiMiiaa  odeaa  not 
Ing  after  tbey  sdkd  on  their  homtmrnrd 
voyage,  it  was  taken  for  granted  that  their 
■Up  had  foundered  in  the  saae  tornado,  and 
Uiat  Mot  a  Boul  on  board  had  been  saved ;  tn 
vbkli  eoDTictian  Goldingbam  ooUected  the  re^ 
audm  of  his  brother-in-law's  fortane  for  the 
benefit  of  his  sole  surriving  child,  whom  he 
theoceforward  determined  to  treat  as  his  own 


Reuben  was  a  b«^  at  the  time  of  this  pre- 
smned  catastrophe,  but  not  too  young  to  know 
and  feel,  eren  had  his  heart  been  less  acutely 
KDsitiTe  that  it  was,  the  full  extent  of  his  loss. 
At  no  other  period  of  his  life,  perhaps,  would 
the  same  calamity  hare  made  an  impression  so 
deep,  desolating,  and  ineradicable,  for  at  no 
other  time  could  it  hare  produced  so  total  a 
change  in  his  mode  of  existence.  He  was  an 
only  son,  beloved  by  both  his  parents  with  a 
derotednesB  so  intense  and  passionate,  that,  like 
the  clinging  ivy,  they  might  have  withered  the 
joang  plant  around  which  their  heart-strings 
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were  entwined,  had  not  its  natrre  vigour  eim* 
hkd  it  to  bear  up  under  their  orer-fond  em* 
braces  i^ithout  being  warped  or  weakened.     Aa 
he  could  derive  little  assistance  from  his  yei 
undeveloped  reason,  it  might  be  Baid  that  ht 
exhibited  a   constitutional  rectitude  in  all  hh 
propensities,  as  if  he  were  naturally  too  amia- 
ble to  be  spoilt,  even  by  an  injudicious  induU 
gencc.     His  intellectual  capacity,  however,  waj 
not  less  strong  than  hh  affections,  and  indeed 
it  will  be  generally  found  that  the  higher  and 
more  noble  qualities  of  the  head  and  heart  ac* 
company  one  another.     From  such  a  youth,  » 
gifted  by  nature,  so  endeared  by  his  amiable 
character,  so  precious  from  his  being  an  only 
son,  his  parents  could  not  bear  to  part ;  and 
his  father,  well   qualified  for  the  task  by  hk 
having  been  always  addicted  to  literature,  look 
the  entire  cliarge  of  his  education. 

Such   was    the    delightful    home,    such    th« 
woeoib  of  tenderness   from   which   Reuben    was 
Buddt^nly   wrenched    away,    whcu    his    fathet^  i 
commercial    engagements    compelled    him    »• 
make  the  voyage   to  India,  in   which   it  wa» ' 
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dceved  ^d^it^ile  thst  his  «i£s  MMd  d»ugfat«t 
iovldr.mecompuaj  him.  Bcuben  ivm  seot  li« 
aftoc^  At  ail  time*  •  trjing  dUruption  to  boytf 
fif  the  toughest  tcnpeimmcnt,  and  doubly  di»- 
tirnan^  to  one  to  suBceptible  m  himielf»  who  bad 
been  hitherto  fondkd  and  eradkdy  as  it  wen* 
mAmvmj  heart  of  his  parents,  and  was  thrown 
iato  •  lafg«  semioary  at  a  period  when  such 
iMlitutioBs  were  governed  with  a  neverity  still 
aoce  aavage  and  wanton  than  that  by  which 
too  mnny  of  them  are  degraded  even  at  the 
pveKBt  era.  His  talents  and  good  conduct 
Kred  him  from  the  ferocity  of  his  task-ma^ 
tetti  but  be  was  perpetually  revolted  in  all  his 
tones,  habits,  and  affections ;  his  heart,  hke  an 
UBsupported  vine,  withered  for  want  of  some- 
tluBg  whkh  it  might  embrace,  and  he  was  only 
MVfid  from  despair  by  the  single,  sweet,  and 
almost  redeeming  consolation  of  the  school* 
boy,  a  certainty  that  every  miserable  day 
bdags  faim  nearer  to  the  holidays.  At  that 
period  he  hoped  at  least  to  be  aide  to  con- 
Tt\  vcne  about  his  parents,  perhaps  to  receive 
*M»g»  of  them  from  others,  or  letters  from 
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themselves,  tooince  his  gratitude  to  his  uncle— 
at  all  events  to  enjoy  a  temporary  release  from 
the  almost  intolerable  hardships  of  his  present 
life.  But  even  in  this  he  was  doomed  to  be 
disappointed.  Never  having  had  children  of 
his  own,  Goldingham  could  little  sympathize 
with  the  feelings  of  a  boy ;  he  had  no  wife  to 
take  charge  of  him ;  liis  house  in  Throgmorton 
Street  offered  no  recreations  for  a  youth,  whose 
presence  would  only  be  n  restraint  upon  him* 
self,  and  he  therefore  determined  to  leave  him 
at  school  during  the  holidays*  Perhaps  there 
16  no  situation  in  life  more  desolating,  more 
soul^ubduing,  than  that  to  which  Kouben 
was  now  condemned — to  take  leave  of  all  his 
happy  and  clamorous  companions — to  see  their 
sparkling  ecstatic  countenances — to  hear  their 
joyous  huzzas  as  the  last  coach-load  leaves  the 
gate,  and  then  to  turn  back  with  streaming 
eyes  and  an  almost  bursting  heart  into  the 
deserted  school-room  where  he  is  to  pass  his 
solitary,  forlorn,  and  cheerless  holidays  ! 

Hope,  however,  was  still  at  hand  to  comfort 
him  after  the  first  ebullition  of  his  grief;  it  w«0 
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inttophiCfet  the  tnrm  of  his  enuuicipation,  imd 
te<ould  Ikit  be  iMatppninted.  His  father  had  reu 
pcatedl  J  declared^  that  fak  btumeM  in  India  could 
be  di^tttdied  in  a  few  inootht,  and  had  as  often 
filrigcd  Ittnuelf  to  return  at  the  cariiest  powi 
faleperiod.  Fkrtofdns  time  had  afavadyekpaed, 
etcryhour  brought  him  nearer  to  that  moment 
tf  nnattierable  bliss  when  he  riiould  again  em- 
bnoe  his  piuents  and  his  listery  and  he  forgot 
half  the  sufferings  of  the  present,  in  delicious 
SBtictpatioDs  <tf  the  future,  like  one  who  gazes 
upaa  the  distant  sun  until  his  dazzled  eyes  can 
scarcely  discern  the  objects  by  which  he  is  in^ 
mediately  surrounded.  But  when  the  dreadful 
faitelligeBce  was  communicated  to  him  that  his 
wfide  family,  all  that  he  loved  upon  earth,  and  all 
fiir  which  he  wished  to  Utc,  bad  perished  toge- 
Iber,  he  was  utterly  overwhelmed  by  the  blow. 
Older  which  he  would  probably  have  soon  sunk, 
but  that  there  was  still  a  glimmering  of  hope,  a 
possilnlity  that  his  parents  and  sister  might  have 
been  shipwrecked  upon  some  distant  shore  from 
which  they  would  ultimately  return,  and  recon- 
cile him  to  existence.     To  this  belief  he  clung 
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with  the  stubborn  tenacity  of  one  who  feels  thM 
it  is  his  only  resource  against  total  deqpair< 
Kvery  fresh  arrival  from  the  East,  although  it 
confirmed  others  in  tJie  conviction  that  the  xih* 
fortunate  ship,  with  all  its  crew  and  possengersi 
had  foundered  in  the  hurricane,  was  so  far  a  coD4 
solatioD  to  Reuben  that  it  brought  do  certain 
account  of  their  fate,  and  justified  him  id  still 
nourishing  the  fond  expectation  which  was  tb* 
sole  support  of  his  heart 

Thus  the  years  passed  on  without  throwing 
any  new  light  on  the  doom  of  his  lost  parents* 
and  without  weakening  the  sanguine  confidcooa 
of  their  son  as  to  their  final  restoration,  &]• 
though  the  sickness  of  hope  deferred  imparted 
to  his  character  a  mingled  tinge  of  melancholy 
and  enthusiasm,  which  clung  to  him  in  after 
life.  It  was  known  that  the  vessel  intended  to 
touch  at  one  of  the  islands  in  the  Indian  Ocean 
for  the  purposes  of  traffic; — it  was  poftsiUfi 
that  his  parents  might  be  prisoners  or  alav^ 
among  the  barbarous  natives : — a  ship  that  ar* 
lived  direct  from  the  island  in  quesnoo,  and 
brought  no  coniinnation  of  this  surmise,  did  wA 


ly^ttj  •AmhB  root  It  out  from  hH  tnmd;  hk 
fiiiBly  «i%lit  be  pnlBg  on  m  diflbrent  pari  of 
iM'coMt ;  and  he  made  a  aoletim  compact  whh 
Ua  aoid,  that  when  he  anived  to  nan^§  estate, 
mA$ho  oommand  of  his  lortune,  be  would  em« 
\mk  for  die  East  In^es,  and  devote  his  ptw 
ptrty,  bis  time,  his  lifi^,  to  an  mdeaYoor  at 
SMetteimng  tbar  Iste.  If  he  socoeeded,  he 
would  for  ever  secare  happness  to  himself  and 
them ;  if  he  perished  in  the  attempt,  there 
would  be  fittle  to  fegvet,  for  Kfe  without  them 
sAiod  but  a  dreary  and  uninviting  prospect. 
'  Every  thing  was  now  contemplated  with  m 
■rfciMice  to  this  object.  Voyages  and  traveb 
bribe  Bast  became  his  favourite  reading.  In 
Uattmliesy  wbether  of  classical  or  sacred  history, 
ba'fi&gered  with  a  food  and  yearning  admiration 
upon  «vcry  instaace  of  filial  piety.  His  whole 
journeyed  whh  Telemachus  as  he  wan- 
Chrough  the  world  in  search  of  his  father 
nymLBf  and  in  the  Scriptures  he  found  many 
'  of  a  similar  devotcdness,  that  confirmed 
his  purpose^  by  elevating  it  into  a  reli- 
|pou»duty»    £v«n  hit  scnaaa  wars  made  minis- 
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trant  to  this  predominant  feeling  of  his  mind, 
which  occasionally  urged  him  to  a  visionary  and 
romantic  enthufnasm.  He  would  spring  from 
his  bed  before  day-break  to  catch  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  the  sun,  as  if,  Ijecause  it  apparently 
rose  up  from  the  Eastern  hemisphere,  it  could 
bring  him  tidings  of  his  parents  :  it  was  at 
least  associated  in  his  thoughts  with  that  portion 
of  the  globe  in  which  he  believed  them  to  be 
still  existing,  which  was  sufficient  reason  for 
his  gazing  upon  it  with  delight.  £ven  the 
blighting  Eastern  wind  possessed  the  same  at- 
traction to  his  mind  ;  he  would  hsten  to  it  as  it 
sighed  amid  the  trees,  till  he  fancied  he  could 
recognize  the  wafted  voices  of  his  father  and 
mother,  and  his  sister,  and  the  tears  stole  un- 
consciously down  his  cheeks  as  he  stood  in 
breathless  ecstasy,  devouring  their  imaginary 
accents  with  his  ear.  Sometimes,  as  a  cloud 
sailed  towards  him  from  the  same  quarter  of 
the  heavens,  his  overheated  fancy  would  impart 
to  it  the  form  of  a  stately  ship,  ujwn  whose  deck 
he  could  distinguish  the  figures  of  his  parents 
stretching  out  their  arms,  and  his  sister  leaning 
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oTflT  tbeiUe  at  tbe  rtmd  tSl  bcrluir  fell  ibr* 
vani  and  became  radiant  in  tbe  con-light,  when 
dir  cndiiuuMtic  jouth  would  lift  up  bia  araa, 
and  ran  forward  to  meet  tbea^  uttcnng  a  cry 
of  joj,  which  was  quickl j  to  be  luccaeded  by  a 
godb  of  tears  aa  the  fkmd  coinage  of  his  brain 
rr^'r*^***  aome  chfferent  ccnfiguntioB,  or  melted 
into  air.     In  vain  did  he  nik  the  wnvea— 

"  And  qnertioa  ew^rj  fast  of  rofifed  wiodty 
Tint  Uovi  froa  off  cadi  beaked  pnmtMbory ; 
Thejr  knew  not  of  kis  ^Uhj        ^ 


And  the  baffled  inquirer,  unable  to  gather  any 
tidings  from  external  nature,  turned  inwards 
and  soo^it  refuge  in  his  own  affectionate  bowm, 
sdwte  he  conjured  up  a  delicious  landscape  uf 
aaaae  £ur  isUnd  of  the  East*  beneath  the  shade 
flf  whoae  pahns  and  plantains,  and  in  front  of 
the  rude  bower  they  had  constructed  (or  their 
abode,  he  beheld  the  objects  of  his  k>Te,  gnzing 
upon  tbe  blue  and  boundless  sea,  as  they  pas- 
uiatdy  exclaimed—"  When,  oh  !  when,  will 
oar  own,  our  darling  Reuben  bend  hb  bark 
over  the  waters  that  imprison  us,  and  restore 
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ua  to  liberty,  to  the  world,  but  above  all— to 
himsdf."  t  udJ  Imui  "' 

la  spite  of  the  eluddotions  by  which  fail 
uncle  had  obscured  the  route  in  his  v^ritten 
instrucLions,  Reuben  fuuud  his  way  to  Gold* 
ingham  Place  in  due  time,  and  was  warmly 
velcomed  by  its  proprietor.  At  tliis  period  fais 
form  and  features  had  thrown  off  much  of  their 
boyish  expression,  and  already  indicated  thai 
his  approaching  manhood  would  be  one  of  great 
comeliness  and  symmetry,  although  there  wbb 
a  pensive,  not  to  say  a  melancholy  character 
about  his  mouth,  and  his  large  dark  eyes^  which 
vaB  scarely  consistent  with  his  age,  and  seemed 
to  betray  that  he  nourished  some  secret,  patient* 
ly  endured  grief.  When  his  feclinga,  however, 
were  roused,  liis  sparkling  look^  became  anW 
mated  with  a  iine  enthusiasm,  which  occasdoxK 
ally  contrasting  Mith,  and  relieving  his  habitual 
sedate  expression,  invested  his  countenance  vritb 
a  moral  beauty,  a  thousand  times  more  interesP 
icg  and  winning  than  any  that  could  have  beOl 
derived  from  the  most  faultless  combination 
of  handsome  features.     Goldingham  waa  reallj 


diilighted  Co  mm  Urn ;  fab  self-gntuLuiair 
**  bans  r*  and  the  frequent  'applications  to  hia 
ngar-pockety  aa  faa  oooducted  faira  inner  the 
boiMe  and  gromday  attested  bia  pleaaure  at 
the  armal  of  a  compaakm,  who,  if  he  couki  not 
ahqgetber  ditajpate  the  ennui,  would  at  feaat 
knak  the  aoMtude  of  hia  rntticatioii;  while 
Baalnu  vaa  not  kaa  plcand  with  hia  emancipfti 
lioo  ftom  a  eoUege  life  which  had  been  rendeiu 
•d'pecMliariy  irknme  to  him  bj  hia  total  want 
if  oongeniality  with  the  diuipated  babita  to 
whidi  the  great  majority  of  his  brother  oolW 
deroted  dieir  time  and  talents.  As  his 
itV  active  mind  sought  to  exerdae  itself 
i^BB  whatever  trifles  were  presented  to  it* 
ndMr  tfaaa  mnain  unoccupied,  he  made  aa 
MMgmg  el«Uer  about  Reuben^s  aniTal,  ar- 
hb  bed-room  and  his  sitting-room,  and 
up  his  bookrshelves  with  hia  own  hand, 
^id  settling  all  the  future  plans  by  which  they 
«eae  to  bid  defiance  to  the  country,  and  stave 
iff  "^he  assBulta  of  time,  tsdium,  and  Popish 
plalten,  both  in  auauner  and  winter. 
7  i  A  fervent  admirtr  af  the  beauties  of  SMture, 
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Reuben  seized  the  Hrst  opportunity  of  escaping 
from  these  domestic  details,  in  which  he  felt 
little  interested,  that  he.  might  explore  the 
neighbourhood  in  search  of  picturesque  scenerj; 
and  the  thought  of  his  lost  parents,  which  wa» 
ever  the  predominant  one  in  his  mind,  especiallj 
in  his  lonely  wanderings,  conducted  him,  almost 
unconsciously,  to  the  sea-shore.  With  an  emo- 
tion tliat  sent  a  thrill  through  his  whole  frame, 
he  stood  for  the  first  time  in  his  life  beside  that 
mightly  element,  which,  even  as  an  ordinary 
spectator,  he  could  scarcely  have  contemplated 
without  feeling  oppressed  by  a  sense  of  its  awful 
and  stupendous  grandeur ;  but  which,  alter  his 
soul  had  been  exalted  by  the  sublimity  of  this 
spectacle,  melted  his  heart  with  tenderness  and 
grief,  when  he  gazed  upon  it  as  the  same  mass 
of  waters  that  had  floated  his  family  from  the 
shores  of  England — the  same  earth-enclasp- 
ing ocean  of  which  the  very  waves  that  now 
broke  before  him  had,  perhaps,  foamed  at  the 
feet  of  his  lost  parents  on  the  opposite  extremity 
of  the  globe,  and  delighted  their  eyes,  as  they 
now  did  his,  with  their  sparkling  gambols,  and 
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Ukd  their  eart,  as  thej  now  did  his,  with  the 
mimnur  of  their  music. 

For  some  dme  he  stood  gaxing  upon  the 
waters,  lost  in  a  Tariety  of  fond  reveries,  until 
his  thoughts  reverting  to  the  possibility  that  the 
remorseless  deep  which  he  was  contemplating, 
nngfat  have  boomed  over  the  beads  of  his  lost 
relatives,  became  too  painful  for  endurance; 
the  tears  dimmed  his  eyes,  and  he  hurried  from 
t&e  spot.  Striking  rapidly  inland,  to  escape  from 
a  scene  fraught  with  such  distressing  associa- 
tions, he  wandered  he  knew  not  whither,  until 
his  attention  was  at  length  arou^  by  the  sin- 
gular character  of  the  scenery  before  him.  The 
road  along  which  he  was  passing,  wound  down 
with  a  rapid  descent  between  rocky  banks  of 
oo&aderable  height,  whence  a  young  larch,  or 
fairdi-tree,  shot  here  and  there  in  fantastic  di- 
rections ;  the  projecting  ledge  of  earth  where  it 
grew,  seeming  quite  inadequate  to  its  support, 
diou^  the  naked  roots  appearing  underneath. 
and  clinging  to  every  minute  aperture  and 
deft,  as  they  crept  downwards,  explained  the 
real  nature  of  the  tenure  by  which  it  was  up- 
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held.  At  top,  the  banks  were  thickly  ti 
with  bushes,  and  at  the  termination  of  the  Uttli 
ravine,  a  tree  of  larger  size,  having  fallen  acros 
from  one  fiummit  of  the  bank  to  the  other,  hai 
become  mantled  over  with  wild  flowers,  wceda 
and  ivy,  which  hung  in  festoons  over  the  road 
the  whole  foreground  forming  a  species  of  natu 
ral  frame  to  a  most  picturesque  and  extenalvi 
landscape,  bounded  b}'  the  ocean,  which  the  ey 
was  enabled  to  command  between  the  enclosini 
rocks  and  the  superincumbent  tree.  Reubei 
had  seated  himself  upon  a  craggy  stone,  to  enji 
this  prospect,  and  was  regretting  tliat  he  ht 
not  brought  with  hira  his  drawing  materialsj 
make  a  sketch  of  the  scenery,  when  he  he\ 
a  strange  and  loud  gabbling  of  tongues 
indistinct  noises  behind  him. 

From  the  winding  of  the  road,  it  was 
time  before  he  could  tliscover  the  cause  o\ 
hubbub,  but  at  length  he  l>eheld  a  disoj 
kind    of    procession   advancing    towards 
consisting  of  Norry  Molloy  in  the  cusl 
two  constables,  followed   by  a   rabble] 
TQeD>  women,  and  children,  all  clamoi 
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jetber,  and  Titupenting  tiw  prisoner  as  a  po- 
pist,  and  a  witdi ;  while  the  rear  was  closed  by  a 
poor  idiot,  arrayed  in  an  eld  coeked  hat,  shoul- 
dering a  mopadck  for  a  raiuquet,  and  exer- 
dong  the  functioos  of  a  drummer  as  well  as 
aaoldier,  by  marching  with  great  vigour  and 
tfatetiness  to  the  loud  vociferation  of  his  own— 
■'Rub-a^ub,  dub!  rub-a^ub,  dub  T  This 
onhappy  object  presented  the  usual  revolting 
ftatures  of  his  dasa,  his  bulbous  watery  skull 
pTOfecting  unnaturally  at  the  forehead,  over 
larger  lustreless,  vacant,  grey  eyes,  with  white 
hulies.  He  had  no  eyebrows ;  his  thin,  coarse, 
pig-ooloured  hair  hung  strait  from  the  bead, 
hia  countenance  exhibited  that  peculiar  sheep- 
idi  imbecility  which  instantly  marks  the  ab- 
sence of  reason,  and  his  motions  and  attitudes 
were  either  convulsed  and  automatic  as  he  mi- 
nndced  the  military  gait,  or  shambling  and  un- 
gainly when  he  relapsed  into  his  proper  cha- 


**  Charley  shot  Norry  Molloy,'^   cried   the 
poor  creature  in  a  cracked  half-infantine  voice, 
although  he  was  of  adult  age ;  **  Charley  shoot 
B  S 
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her  again."    At  these  words  he  shouldered  his 
mop-strck,  levelled  it  at  his  object,  and  imitated 
with  a  shout  tlic  report  of  a  gun,  when  Xorry 
liappening  at  the  same  time  to  raise  her  arm 
which  was  streaming  with  blood,  he  burst  into  a 
discordant  cackle  of  laughter,  as  if  be  bad  ac- 
complished his  purpose,  again  shouldered  bis 
wood^  weapon,  and  resumed  bis  march  with 
additionfd  pomposity  and  energy.      Prom  the 
scene  l)efore  him,  Reuben  was  at  first  inclirl&j 
to  l>eiicve  that  the  idiot  had  been  committing 
some  desperate  assault  on  the  woman,  and  had 
infticted  the  wound  upon  her  arm;  but' as  19 
c*>uld  not  understand  why  she  should  be  in'  ^u£ 
tody  for  this  misfortunr,  he  joined  the  cbnftt^ 
bles,  and  as  he  accompanied  them  on  the  roiiai 
inquired  the  cause  of  her  arrest.  '  ' "" 

Norry  had  l>CL'n  stationed  in  a  lioat,  wK^hce 
a  crew  of  her  comrades,  labouring  in  tlieff  olil 
vocation  of  smuggling,  bad  just  bdeii  lanStng 
contraband  goods,  when  they'wcrc  unexpectedly 
attacked  by  a  party  of  Revenue  officers,  aitil* 

her  son  Mich^Rl,  or  Mick  she  called  hiM,  iKeii^ 

t  M    *T.ji|'  "  t  i     .'•;   .'.I  J.   '  t   ;.*  ii'i. jMi  (lu  iiina^ 
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« little  detached  from  the  others,  was  thrown 
down  and  made  prisoner.  At  this  sight  she 
nzed  a  pistol  in  her  right  hand,  jumped  from 
die  boat,  and  swimming  or  wading  to  the  beach 
with  her  weapon  in  the  air,  shot  one  of  her  son> 
SMulants  in  the  shoulder,  and  succeeded  in 
rescuing  him  from  the  other,  though  not  before 
dbe  had  herself  receiTed  a  severe  wound  in  the 
arm  from  a  cutlass.  Mick  ran  instantly  to  as- 
flst  his  companions  who  were  still  engaged  in 
fighting,  and  his  mother  presently  found  her- 
WE^  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  party.  She 
would  have  regained  the  boat,  but  the  men  left 
in  diarge  of  it,  seeing  that  their  fncnds  lower 
down  the  beach  were  hard  pressed  and  rctreat- 
ing,  pulled  away  to  receive  them  on  board  ;  and 
Nony  finding  her  escape  by  sea  cut  off,  had  no 
alternative  but  to  betake  herself  to  the  land, 
erery  hole  and  inlet  and  lurking-place  of  which 
«a»  familiarly  known  to  her.  HiTecting  her 
ntreat  to  one  of  these  haunts,  she  bound  up  her 
arm  as  well  as  she  could  with  a  fragment  of  her 
garment,  meaning  to  seize  the  first  opportunity 


150 


REUBEN    APSLEY. 


of  crossing  the  Channel,  and  to  remain  on  the 
opposite  coast  till  this  unlucky  rencontre  should 
have  blown  over. 

The  affair,  however,  had  been  too  desperate 
to  allow  of  its  being  so  eadly  hushed  up.  Several 
of  the  assailants  were  badly  wounded,  particu- 
larly the  one  whom  she  had  disabled  with  her 
pl&tot,  and  as  it  was  known  that  ahe 
lurking  about  the  country,  a  hue  and  cry 
raised,  a  reward  was  offered  for  her  apprcherv- 
sion,  and  the  parties  who  now  held  her  in  cus- 
tody had  succeeded  in  .surprising  her  while  she 
was  sleeping  in  a  hiding  place  M*hich  she  had 
burrowed  for  herself  in  a  stack  of  faggots. — 
AVhile  they  were  relating  some  of  these  particu- 
liirs  to  Reuben  slie  marched  on  in  a  sullen  dog- 
ged silence ;  but  when  they  stated,  in  conclu- 
sion, that  the  man  she  had  shot  was  in  a  very 
dangerous  state,  she  burst  out  into  a  wild 
triumphant  laugh,  exclaiming,  **Ogh,  then! 
I'm  contint  any  how  that  I  gave  him  his  soup, 
and  wouldn't  I  Ik?  glad  to  trate  the  whole  wid 
the  same  sauce  ?  Blue  blazes  to  him,  and  may 
the  divil  have  the  picking  of  his  bones  !     Is  it 
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me,  NoiTj  Molloy,  that  ^ud  see  the  big  bute 
kmling  upon  mj  boy,  and  his  slasher  at  his 
throat,  the  neger,  the  same  that  fetched  me 
this  wipe  upon  the  arm  ?  Koaling  upon  Mick, 
ma  vQurnene,  my  jewel,  my  honey  dear,  and  he 
the  only  one  left  me  out  of  five  as  tight  lads 
aaerer  sdpped  upon  turf,  let  alone  Mary  that  \ 
married  to  the  souldier/' 

"Have  you  then,  my  poor  woman,  been 
so  unfortunate  with  your  children  ?**  inquired 
Reuben. 

•:  *'^AJb,  sure  now  V*  replied  Norry,  who  was 
wim  by  the  evident  interest  he  took  in  her  fate, 
and  the  compassionate  expression  of  his  fea- 
t^iot.  *^  wasn't  there  Dennis,  it  was  he  liad  the 
vqioe  like  a  bird,  and  would  sing  ye  Shcela  na 
Guira^,  and  Shannon  Water,  so  as  to  coax 
the  very  heart  ou|  of  your  ears?  And  wasn't 
there  Lany,  his  father's  joy  and  mine  too,  that 
1^  doat^  4own  upon,  an  ilegant  lad  that  would 
iape  a  gate  as  clan^  as  a  greyhound,  and  didn't 
they  both  go  to  the  wars  and  die  under  the  greeti 
B^?  And  wasn't  there  Patrick,  the  natest  of 
all,  that  stood  m  feet  high  when  he  was  six- 
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teen,  and  was  kilt  in  the  turn-out  wid  the 
SuUivans ;  and  Tirence,  the  curly-headed  gos- 
soon, always  laughing  at  the  xnaily  potatoe  in 
his  hand,  and  the  only  one  that  died  in  his 
moder's  snns,  and  was  waked,  and  buried  da- 
cent  1  There  they  are  now  in  tlie  cowld  ground, 
all  my  childer  but  Mick  and  Mary,  and  may 
be  I  '11  be  soon  going  myself  to  lay  my  owld 
bowns  in  the  same  bed."" 

"  Have   you    then  no   husband  f   inquired 
Reuben. 

"  Is  it  Corny  you  mane  ?  Oh  wirra !  wirra  I 
poor  sowl  I  poor  sowl  I  he  lies  long  since  in 
tlie  church-yard  of  Ballinderry — God^s  blessing 
be  wid  him  by  day  and  by  night !""  For  some 
moments  she  walked  on  in  silence,  lost  in  me- 
lancholy reflections,  and  Reuben  observed  that 
the  muscles  around  her  mouth  were  slightly 
convulsed,  while  her  eyes  began  to  fill  with 
tears ;  but  she  compressed  her  lips  forcibly 
together,  swallowed  down  the  rising  emotional 
tlirew  up  her  head,  Ejiouk  aside  the  grey  locHf  * 
that  hung  ov^r  her,  weatlicr-Jjeateu  featuret^y 
and  as  her  whole  face  lighted  jUpiiW^tb  ^xultA- 
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lioo,  exclaimed  in  a  tone  nf  mingled  tender- 
Btfi  and  triomph,  **  But  sure,  haven't  I  Mick 
Mi  to  me?  Ahy  Mick,  my  darling,  my oim 
hoDej  dear,  I  got  ye  away  any  htm  from  the 
grip  of  the  flharks,  and  maybe  yel!  be  sitting 
at  this -same  mcment  over  a  croyrper  of  Nantx 
rfn^ng*  Carlow  Blossoms,  or  the  Fair  <^  Bal- 
fiaaeor.  Yes,  Mick,  my.  jewel,  I  saw  ye  lape 
into  the  boat  and  pull  cff  for  the  Greyhound, 
and  once  ye  boarded  her,  neither  man  nor  divil, 
barrin*  the  wind,  would  ever  come  up  wid  ye." 

**  For  God's  sake  !  my  good  woman,"  cried 
Reuben,  taking  out  his  pocket  handkerchief, 
'^.let  me  bind  np  your  poor  arm  which  is  stream- 
iag  with  blood." 

**  Good  luck  to  you,  master,  and  God  incrase 
you  !*  she  replied ;  '*  but  is  it  this  blood  I  '11  be 
cai^ng  for  ?  ^V^li8ht  I  be  aisy  now,  be  aisy ; 
they  may  have  all  this  if  they  like,  for  my 
biMit>  blood  is  running  in  Mick,  and  Fve  saved 
it  t^^etf  drop.  Ye  haven't  a  thimble-full  of 
Itf  ye  cowardly  rascals,  that  came  upon  me 
when  I  was  asleep,  draming  that  I  was  happy 
wAl  my  darlint,  and  gcnng  on  a  pilgrimage  to 
H  5 
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BaUyvoumey  :  neither  ye  nor  the  land  sharks 
ujxjn  the  baich,  for  I  marked  that  he  hadn*t 
a  Rtain  upon  liis  jacket.  None  of  ye  can  show 
the  colour  of  his  blood — and  it  was  I  that 
ived  him.  Ha,  ha,  ha  ! — it  was  I,  Norry 
^folloy,  and  is  it  like  I  '11  whimper  and  keen 
about  this  little  scratch  upon  m^'^arm  ?^ 

Relapsdng  after  this  ebullition  of  her  feelings 
into  a  sullen  apathy,  she  suffered  Reuben  to 
put  a  bandage  round  her  wound,  and  in  this 
manner  they  proceeded  without  any  other  in- 
terruption than  the  occasional  "  right  r  *'  left !" 
and  "  rub-a-tlub,  dub!''  of  Charley  the  idiot, 
who  continued  lus  march  with  great  perse- 
verance and  precision  until  they  arrived  at  the 
Green  near  the  entrance  to  Goldingham  Place, 
of  which  we  have  already  given  a  description. 
As  the  evening  was  now  advancing,  it  was  in- 
tended to  secure  her  in  the  cage  upon  thi.s  spot 
until  the  following  moniing,  when  they  proposed 
conducting  her  to  the  county  gaol.  They  stopped 
some  little  time  at  the  Cricketers,  both  to  obtain 
the  key  of  the  cage  from  the  landlord,  witb 
whom  it  was  dcpo<uted,  and  to  procure  some 
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idreihnent,  of  which  ail  pftrties  vere  much  in 
need.  Reub«i  pcevailed  upon  the  unfortinuue 
iraoner  to  uke  her  shftre,  and  running  with 
aQ  speed  for  the  apothecary  had  her  arm  pn^ 
peiij  dressed,  after  which  he  saw  her  lafelj  de- 
ported in  the  little  prison,  and  the  key  again 
ddivered  to  the  landlord,  who  lapiently  shook 
his  head  and  decUred  that  he  always  predicted 
Norry  would  come  to  a  bad  end,  which,  liow- 
erer,  had  never  proved  any  objection  to  bin 
purchasing  her  smuggled  commodities  whtrn 
they  were  to  be  had  bufficiently  cheap. 

Lfcaving  the  Green  covered  with  parties  of 
rural  gossips  talking  over  an  occurrence  which 
had  gathered  the  whole  hamlet  round  about  thc 
cage,  while  a  dozen  or  two  of  ragged,  curly- 
polled  children  were  scrambling  up  its  wail, 
contending  for  a  peep  at  the  priioncr  tfarougli 
tlie  little  grated  window,  Reuben  walked  slowly 
iMNae  in  a  depressed  and  melancholy  frame  of 
fluod.  This  woman's  conduct  had  made  a  pro- 
Umad  impressioo  upon  his  feelings,  which  were 
tzcmblingly  alive  to  every  thing  that  touched 
the  afiectioas  between  parents    and  children; 
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while  his  own  orphan  plight  led  him  to  sympa- 
thise by  anticipation  with  Mick,  outlaw  ai  be 
wag,  should  he  be  deprived  of  a  mother  who 
doatcd  on  him  with  a  devotedness  so  intense. 
Seeing  in  her  achievement  a  proof  of  courage 
and  maternal  heroism  to  which  the  Romans 
would  have  erected  a  statue,  he  could  not  nv 
a)ncilc  himself  to  the  idea  of  her  imprisonment, 
still  less  of  her  punishment.  His  feelings  in 
fact  got  the  better  of  his  judgment,  and  having 
convinced  himself  by  his  sensations,  fur  the 
question  would  not  admit  of  argument,  that  it 
was  justifiable  to  attempt  her  rescue,  he  aban- 
doned liimself  to  the  enterprise  with  all  the 
generous  ardour  and  unreflecting  )>recipitation 
of  youth. 

The  rustic  inhabitants  of  the  Green,  and 
even  the  more  wakeful  inmates  of  the  Cricketers, 
usually  retired  to  rest  at  an  early  hour;  but 
to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,  he  thought  it 
better  to  wait  till  midnight  before  he  began 
his  attempt.  The  ni^ht  was  so  far  favourable 
to  his  design,  that  though  the  moon  occasionally 
emerged  and  threw  a  glare  of  light  ujxiu  the 
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mtlht  it  WBS  alnott  immediatriy  obscured  by 
dftrk  masses  of  clouds  that  were  hurried  athwart 
tfae  skj  by  a  stormy  wind.     Stealing  silently 
firam  the  house  with  a  small  flask  of  spirits  in 
his  pocket,  which  his  humane  consideration  had 
led  him  to  provide  for  Norry^s  sustenance  in  her 
i^t,  be  cautiously  approached  the  cage  under 
cover  of  the  temporary  darkness,  when,  as  he 
drew  near  the  spot,  a  short  gleam  of  moonlight 
revealed  to  him  what  seemed  to  be  a  soldier 
BMfching  up  and  down  before  the  door.     Dis- 
appointment and  alarm  taking  ])Os*eHsion  of  his 
nand  at  this  unexpected  discovery,  he  retinxl 
behind  an  adjacent  building  to  hold  a  parley 
with  his  thoughts  as  to  the  possibility  of  perse- 
vering in  his  design.     With  extreme  reluctance 
be   had  just  decided  upon  abandoning  it,  at 
least  for  the  present,  when  the  sounds  "  rub-a- 
dab,  dub  i    rub-a-dub,  dub  T   struck  his  ear, 
sad  upon  taking  a  more  accurate  survey  of  the 
figure  in  question,  he  recognized  the  cocked  hat 
md  the  exaggerated  strut  of  his  mormng's  ac- 
qnaintanoe — Charley  the  idiot. 
This  was  a  welcome  discovery,  but  still  there 
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might  be  considerable  embarrassment  Id  hit 
presence.  He  might  own  himself  bound  to 
support  the  character  he  had  assumed  of  a 
soldier  upon  duty,  and  should  he  lend  himself 
to  this  delusion,  his  budily  strength,  t<i  say 
nothing  of  his  mopstick,  or  the  means  of  raising 
an  alarm,  rendered  him  a  very  formidable  an- 
ta^nist.  Wliile  pondering  these  |x}ints,  Reuben 
recollected  tliat  in  theu*  morning's  halt  at  the 
Cricketers,  tlie  landlord  had  given  the  idiot 
half  a  glass  of  Nantz,  which  he  had  eagerly 
bwallowed,  dancing  and  capering  about  with 
an  extravagant  glee.  Hoping  to  obtain  his 
services  by  tlie  same  means  which  enabled 
Trlnculo  to  tame  the  monster  of  the  En- 
chanted Island,  he  advanced  towards  him 
with  the  flask  at  his  mouth,  which  no  sooner 
cauglit  Charley's  eye  than  he  threw  down  the 
iuo}>stick,  and  ran  towards  lum,  exclaiming 
*'  Nantz  !  Nantz  !"  lleubcn  gave  him  a  taste 
as  a  sort  of  retaining  fee,  and  then  making 
liim  understand  that  more  was  to  be  ^t,  if 
they  could  liberate  the  prisoner,  he  instantly 
converted  him  from  an  imagined  opponent,  into 
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ft  ¥«loiWi  mad  m  it  ulumately  proved,  a  very 
judicious  c(M)pentor. 

A  fik  vidi  which  Reuben  had  provided 
faimaelf,  was  now  produced,  and  he  let  to 
work  with  prodigicMis  alacrity;  but  hovever 
ca<y  it  may  be  to  cut  through  a  suliataiitia] 
ifoo  bar  in  theory,  or  in  the  pages  of  a 
ramaiice,  he  found  it  by  no  means  to  tim- 
pie  an  operation  in  practice,  his  arm  being 
completely  fatigued  before  he  had  made  any 
very  perceptible  iupression  upon  the  metal. 
The  prisoner  hercelf  was  repeatedly  summoned 
to  assist  in  the  process,  but  no  answer  was  re- 
turned, and  he  was  beginning  to  have  m<»t 
unpleasant  miaginngs,  both  as  to  the  cause  of 
her  silence,  and  the  chance  of  his  ultimate  suc- 
cess, when  he  observed  that  Charley,  whi>  had 
cUunbered  up  to  the  roof  of  the  little  building, 
was  very  deliberately  forcing  off  the  tiles,  and 
throwing  them  dowu  upon  the  grosA.  As  this 
seemed  a  much  more  hopeful  method  of  pro- 
ceeding, he  climbed  up  to  lend  him  a  helping 
hand,  and  in  a  few  minutes  by  their  joint 
exertions   an   aperture  was  mode  of  sufficient 
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magnitude  to  allow  Reuben  to  let  himself  down 
iuto  the  cage. 

So  coirplete  had  been  the  prisoner's  exhaus- 
tion, both  froni  the  length  of  the  morning'tr 
march,  Atid  the  sleeplessness  of  the  previous 
night,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  noises  he 
had  been  making,  he  found  her  extended  upob 
the  floor  in  eluinl^er,  though  the  moonbeAilM' 
that  now  streamed  through  the  open  roof  dis- 
closed by  th^  agitation  of  her  featurefi  that 
hhe  was  not  undisturbed  by  dream&— *'  Now, 
Mick,  now,"  she  exclaimed  in  her  sleep — **lape 
into  the  boat,  pull  away  for  the  skiff,  tna 
voumene;  never  fear  the  big  brute  with  the 
slasher— Fve  wing'd  him  any  how — Aook  hw 
he  hangs  his  am) — Ha,  ha,  ha,  ha !" 

There  was  something  so  horrible  in  the  sound 
of  this  unnatural  eleep-laughter,  that  ReubcD 
hastened  to  awake  her,  wlrich  he  foimd  ctm- 
siderable  difficulty  in  doing,  and  when  she  open* 
ed  her  eyes,  so  as  to  recollect  where  she  wasi 
without  immediately  knowing  Reuben  or  hit 
purpose,  she  burst  into  a  half  frantic  vollejrf 
imprecations  for  being  thus  "  interrupted  in  her 


dnunes,  aod  nrnted  out  like  a  bnitc  baiu  at 
that  imsaisoiiable  hour.  May  tlte  curae  of 
Cnxnwell  be  upoo  ye  f*  she  exclaiiuedy  in  a  ma- 
ledictioD  that  had  probably  reference  to  iome 
of  her  dreams,  *^  may  ye  hear  his  tnuDpetf,  aa 
I  did  five-and-thirty  years  agonc,  and  ice  his 
big  flag  floating  over  the  hill  where  ye  were 
bora,  and  the  word  '  Emanuel '  written  upon  it 
in  Ing  letters  of  gowld  sparkling  in  the  sun,  and 
ius  lowldiers  setting  fire  to  your  cabin,  and  cut- 
ting down  your  fsther  with  their  swords  f  At 
this  moment  she  recognized  lleuben,  who  had 
DO  sooner  stated  his  friendly  intentions  than  the 
whole  malignant  character  of  her  face  vani&lied 
at  oDce:  she  started  up  rapidly  upon  her  knecs» 
and  with  an  expression  of  the  moAt  impassioned 
gratitude,  ejaculated — "  Ah  I  whisht,  now !  is 
it  the  young  master  ?  Then  God  incrase  ye  ! 
and  the  Lord  send  ye  good  luck !  and  the  holy 
St.  Patrick,  and  the  blessed  Virgin  befrind  ye, 
wbacever  ye  go  over  the  ^idc  world  ;  and  may 
ht^vBiags  fall  upon  your  head  as  tliick  as  the 
potato  blossoms  in  Ehogurthy  F 
Upgn  Reuben  inquiring  whether  her  wounded 
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arm  would  prevent  her  raising  herself  to  the 
roof,  she  looked  up  at  the  aperture,  exclaiming 
with  a  contemptuous  smile,  "  Whisht !  is  it  that 
same  you  mane  i**"  when  leaping  up  so  as  to 
catch  hold  of  the  rafters  with  one  hand,  she 
applied  her  feet  to  the  side  wall,  and  scrambled 
out  upon  the  roof  like  a  cat.  Reuben  followed, 
and  they  had  no  sooner  reached  the  ground  out- 
side, than  Charley  danced  round  them  with  an 
asinine  chuckle,  crying  out  for  the  promised 
flask  of  Nantz.  In  compliance  with  his  contract 
Reuben  gave  it  him;  the  poor  creature  imme- 
diately ]X}ured  the  remainder  of  its  contents 
down  his  throat ;  and  when  the  constables  came 
in  the  morning  to  claim  their  prisoner,  they 
found  Charley  lying  upon  the  floor  of  the  cage 
in  a  state  of  complete  intoxication.  Upon  re- 
covering from  its  eftects,  he  declared  that  he 
had  liberated  Norry  Molloy  for  a  flask  of  Nantz, 
a  statement  which  appeared  so  probable,  tliat 
no  one  ever  dreauit  of  any  other  party  being 
implicated  in  her  escape ;  and  the  disappointed 
constables,  after  venting  their  wratJi  upon  her 
liberator,  retired  to  their  respective  habitations. 
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The  rescued  Irishwoman  in  the  mean  time, 
havini^  received  a  supply  of  provisions  from 
Reuben,  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  her  emerg- 
ing from  her  hiding-place  in  the  day-time, 
GODcealed  herself  for  the  present  in  an  old  de- 
serted tool-house  upon  Goldingham's  grounds, 
meaning  to  seize  the  opportunity  of  the  first 
dark  night  for  stealing  down  to  the  sea-side,  and 
endeavouring  to  obtain  a  passage  to  the  op|iosite 
coast. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

My  wanton  Muse  that  whilom  used  to  sing 
Fair  beauty's  praise,  and  Venus'  sweet  delight. 

Of  late  hath  changed  the  tenor  of  her  string 
To  higher  tunes  than  aer^'c  for  Cupid's  fight: 

Shrill  trumpets' sound,  sharp  swords,  and  lances  strong, 

War,  blood,  and  death  are  matter  of  my  song. 

Sift  Walter  Rackigh. 

Emily  Hartfielp,  the  Squire's  sister,  who 
loved  Iiira   too  affectionately  to   allow  him  to 
make  any  man  his  enemy  if  she  could  prevent 
it,  had  no  sooner  learnt  the  rude  assault  made 
upon  their  neighbour  in  his  visit  to  the  Rook- 
ery, tlian  she  availed  herself  of  Lady  Cr<x*kattV 
carriage  and  company  to  call  at  Goldinghan* 
Place,  and  apologize  for  her  brother's  conduct^ 
which   she  attributed  to   the  effects  of  wiDe^s 
rather  tlian  to  any  intentional  disrespect  Whil^ 
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ibe  blushed  up  to  the  very  top  of  her  forehead, 
md  became  confused,   from   on   apprehension 
that  what  she  pleaded  in  extenuation  of  his  of- 
feoce  was  little  calculated  to  exalt  him  in  the 
opinion  of  so  sober  on  auditor,  she  deprecated 
aaj  further  notice  of  the  transaction  with  such 
a  friendly  and  imploring  earnestness  in  her  man- 
ner, that  Goldingham  felt  for  her  distress,  and 
taking  her  by  the  hand,  assured  her  he  could 
refuse  nothing  to  so  kind-hearted  and  fair  an 
ambassadress ;  adding,  that  he  believed  her  hro- 
tber's  convivial  and  hospitable  feelings  hiul  led 
bim  into  the  error,  which  he  heartily  forgave, 
«Dd  should  be  most  happy  to  see  him  at  Gohl- 
ing^iam  Place.     Emily  was  all  blushes  and  joy 
It  the  success  of  her  little   negcx-ialion,  whicli 
Aebad  no  so<»ner  brought  to  this  happy  issue, 
I     *lan  Lady  Crockatt  l)egan  to  open  her  I^azar- 
!      house  mouth,  whence  issuetl  "  convulsions,  epi- 
[     *pBe8,  fierce  catarrhs,"  and  such  an  array  of 
I      ««nmng  and  infectious  complaints,  which  had 
•^wwen  her  Ixnly  for  their  heatl-quarters  that 
"her statements  had  found  credence,  she  ought 
to  have  been  clapj>cd  into  quarantine  without 
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furtber  delay.  With  rather  more  minutenea 
than  delicacy  she  next  detailed,  as  usual,  her 
various  remedies  under  this  complication  of  dis- 
orders : — ^inveighed  against  sel£shness  as  a  vice 
which  she  heM  in  particular  abhorrence ;  de- 
clared that  she  had  no  wish  to  live  in  such  & 
world,  unless  it  were  to  plague  her  husband, 
Sir  Carrol,  who  longed  for  her  death,  and  whom 
she  sometimes  tantalised  by  pretending  to  have 
a  church-yard  cough ;  devoured  a  most  hearty 
luncheon ;  drank  three  glasses  of  wine,  which 
she  maintained  to  be  an  additional  proof  that 
she  was  afflicted  with  a  false  appetite  ;  handed 
a  large  plateful  of  meat  to  her  fat  wheezing 
spaniel  (who  seemed  to  labour  under  a  similar 
complaint) ;  and  finally,  looking  as  qualmish 
and  queasy  as  her  plump  features  would  allow 
her,  while  she  put  her  hand  to  her  side  with  an 
exclamation  of  "  Eugh  !""  at  every  third  step, 
her  ladyship  crawled  down  stairs,  was  helped 
into  her  carriage,  into  which  Emily  jumped  after 
her,  and  they  drove  off. 

The  Squire  having  set  down  Goldingham  for* 
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A  rich  old  citizen,  who  might  be  **  bubble  able,"* 
ihat  is  to  say,  one  that  might  be  plucked  at 
cntb,  dice,  or  in  some  other  mode ;  was  not  a 
little  vexed  at  the  thought  that  he  had  offended 
iiim,    and    was  proportioDably  pleased   when 
Knily    related   the  success  of  her  visit,  with 
vincii  be  had  not  been  previously  made  acquaint- 
ed.    At  her  Bolicitadon  he  even  consented  to 
ratify  the  treaty  by  calling  on  the  old  badger, 
and  making  an  apology  in  person,  a  ceremony 
wbiA  he  performed  after  a  fashion  of  his  own, 
endeavouring  to  carry  off  the  humiliation  of  his 
excuse  by  an  appearance  of  uproarious  spirits, 
and  venting  now  and  then  a  verse  of  some  bois- 
terous song,  to  show  that  he  was  not  hurt  by 
uking    pardon    in   plain   prose.       **  Whoop ! 
Yoicks  !    Tantivy !    Master  Goldingham  T   he 
odumed, — "  sink  me  if  I  ever  meant  to  offend 
you,  man ;  and  if  I  did,  I  ask  your  pardon, 
vd  there  >  an  end  on  ''t.    'Sblood  !  I  know  you 
to  be  an  honest  fellow,  and  so  I  had  a  mind  to 
™«ke  you  free  of  the  county,  and  show  you  how 
*«We8t  of  England  boys  handle  our  glasses, — 
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'  There  were  three  men  CAnie  out  of  the  AVest, 
To  make  naitpetre  strung, 
To  turn  it  iiito  punpowdor, 

For  to  charge  the  Kinj^'s  cannon.' 

Haugh !  Haugh  !  'gad,  I  'm  in  rare  spirit!, 
so  lef  s  shake  hands  and  be  friends." 

"  With  great  pleasure/'  said  Goldinghaxn; 
"  and  if,  in  future,  you  will  but  allow  me 
to  drink  as  little  as  I  like,  I  promise  that  you 
have  my  free  consent  to  get  as  tipsy  as  you 
please,  and  as  often  as  it  may  suit  you.** 

"  Weil,  that"'s  hearty  ;  and  if  you  will  l«l 
me  take  you  in  hand,  and  prove  myself  a  good 
neighbour,  sink  me  if  I  don't  make  you  in  sis 
months  such  a  proper  country  gentleman  to  the 
back-bone,  that  you  shall  talk  of  nothing  but 
dogs,  horses,  billiards,  <lice,  teunis,  bowls,  hunt- 
ing, fishing,  races,  and  cockfighting.  Aye,  and 
we  'U  make  you  a  toper,  too,  and  oblige  you  to 
confess  that 

'  DiBeaseA  and  troubles  are  ne'er  to  be  found, 
But  in  the  damn'd  place  where  the  gloss  goes  aoW 
round.'" 

"  I   very  much    doubt,"    said  Goldinghan^ 
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"wiieCber  jou  will  find  me  an  apt  KhoUr  in 
ifijr  of  these  respects ;  but  if  you  are  disposed 
to  give  me  a  lesson  or  two  in  farming — ^ 

**  Farming !  wboop !  I  ^m  your  man.     Fifty 

to  ten,  you  don^t  find  a  chap  in  Dorsetshire  that 

better  understands  a  sample  of  grain ;  how  to 

bndle  a  sheep  or  bullock,  when  to  plough,  sow, 

hnrow,  faDow,  and  manure;  or  one  that  can 

^me  a  closer  bargain  for  a  load  or  a  stack,  than 

Hmnaduke  Hartfield,  of  the  Rookery.     Hey  ! 

Vesui,  Venus  !  there  ^s  a  pretty  spaniel  bitch  ! 

WriSttber  was  Tumbler,  the  fomouH  dog  that 

Locd  Arlington  belonged  to ;  and  her  mother 

*u  the  long-eared  brown  bitch  that  brought 

the  highest  price  at    Sir  GeofTry  Palks's  sale. 

Wlut  uy  you,  n«ghbour  ?  it  ^s  a  plaguy  long 

BORODg :  shall  we  have  a  game  at  ombre,  trie- 

*nc,  crimp,  primero,  hazard, — anything  ymi 

win?' 

"  I  never  play  of  a  morning,"  said  Golding- 
'an.  drily. 

"Well,  then,  I'm  your  man,  next  time  we 
"*^.  after  dinner ;  and  so  farewell,  neighbour, 
^*  ^  present— Hey,  Venus,  Venus !" 


X@f  i^'dne'at  nfisfMun^  or  losses  repine/        '  '  ^' 
^J  .4.Bnt  take  a  full  doie  of  the  juice  of  the  rine.' 

Come,  Venus,  hey,  lass,  hey  I*** 
Most  of  the  surrounding  gentry  having  now 
asked  Goldingham  to  dinner,  invitations  which 
be  had  willingly  accepted,  for  the  sake  of  b^ 
coming  acquainted  witli  all  his  neighbours,  be 
availed  himself  of  Ilcubcn's  arrival  to  give  his 
first  ])arty  in  return,  asking  all  those  indivi- 
duals to  wliom  the  reader  has  been  introduced, 
and  several  others  who  have  not  yet  been  sub- 
mitted to  his  notice.  Hospitable  by  naturci 
anxious  to  make  a  handsome  debikt  before  hb 
new  friends  as  the  purveyor  of  a  feast,  and  not 
at  all  sorry  to  find  an  opportunity  for  bdng 
bustling  and  busy,  Isaac  put  in  requisition  all 
the  skill  which  he  had  required  in  his  civic  ca- 
pacity, and  provided  an  cntertoiunicnt  which 
would  not  have  disgraced  the  most  esurient  and 
epicurean  of  London  Aldermen.  The  old  Co- 
Valier^s  stock  pf  wine  having  been  purchased 
with  the  house,  Reuben  was  deputed  to  ru^ 
sack  the  binns,  which  were  all  numberedj  and 
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after  diffierent  Bojidist  oominanders : 
lad  dwqgh  their  oontcnto  bad  been  naarlj 
tkKmWpH  in  cdebrmting  the  anniTensries  of 
dd  Tictories,  and  drinking  bumpen  to  King 
Dhailes  and  hii  unstretset,  (who  were  ninDerous 
SKN^h  to  oocanoD  a  rapid  aocumuktioo  of 
»plj  bottles) ;  the  age  and  quality  ti  Mch 
irines  aa  yet  lenudned  rendered  them  a  bomm 

for  the  moat  critical  GourmH  in  exist- 


***:^ager  said  Sir  Harcourt  Slingsby,  as  he 
Ipthwidfd  ftvMn  his  six-horsed  calash,  in  whiefa 
be  mX  most  carefully  upright,  lest  his  capacious 
periwig  should  touch  either  side  of  the  vehicle ; 
*  ioBow  me  up  stairs,  and  see  that  my  peruke 
he' not  <fisordered  behind.  There  is  a  villainous 
nd  unfeeling  wind  abroad  that  cares  not  what 
iliHJhief  it  makes  among  the  most  predous 
fcrf^*  At  the  door  of  the  drawing-room,  Sir 
Bnbburt  was  assured  by  his  attendant  that 
tmty  tfaii^  was  in  fkultless  order  behind,  when 
li  'examined  himself  in  front  by  the  assistance 
air  a  ^ttle  pocket-mirnn',  which  in  those  days 
yd  teedved  the  Dutch  appellatioa  of  a  sprunk- 
I  2 
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mg  glass,  and  having  cotrected  two  or  three 
hairft,  and  altered  one  plait  of  his  point-lace 
frill,  hk  page  opened  the  door,  and  he 'swam 
into  the  apartment  with  a  graceful  corant  slur 
aiid  a  cou]?ee,  difhising  a  thou^nd  rich  odoum 
around  him  as  hendvancofl,howingand  lK*ndiDg 
in  all  the  glory  of  sinilcs,  brocade,  embroidery, 
lact?»  gay  garniture,  and  fluttering  ribbons. 

"  Ah  (  my  dear  Sir  Harcourt,""  cried  Mns. 
Chatbworth,  ••  you  come  most  apropos  to  de- 
cide a  bet  between  me  and  Lady  Crockatt,  who 
maintains  that  you  lately  sent  fifty  pieces  to 
Fiatman  the  poet,  to  liberate  him  from  prison. 
Tliis  I  knew  to  be  impossible,  because  the  fel- 
low has  so  recently  abused  you  in  that  scurrilous 
lampoon,  which  oil  your  friends  have  of  course 
read;  if  not,  I  can  lend  anybody  my  copy.'* 

"  May  I  be  wrinkled,  Madam,  if  I  should 
have  sent  the  dull  rogue  the  moiety  of  a  tester 
had  he  not  libelled  me,  but  as  I  suspect  nothing 
can  be  more  humiliating  than  to  receive  favours 
from  those  we  have  wantonly  wronged,  I  horas- 
whippcd  his  mind  with  fifty  pieces  of  gold, 
which  I  coQ^der  a  more  painful  infliction  thim 


if  .1  iiad  bid  u  maay  atripet  upn  his  back.     It 
j|  jlw«jt  mj  way  of  rercsigiDg  aa  injury." 

^  That  is  8o  like  yoi.  Sir  Hareoiat,*  critd 
JLmAy  Ceockalt,  pleased  at  harii^  wan  ber  wa- 
^i;ir;  "you  alwaya  attribute  a  bad  notive  to 
yum:  goad  actioos»  aod  are  more  ■■hamcd  of  a 
^iftue  tbaa  otbera  are  of  a  vice;    'Fodier  day 
you  vera  raoet  eaf^cr  to  free  youraelf  from  the 
VppntKtioD  of  aobriety.** 
,  **  Stoke  roe  stupid.  Madam !  if  I  could  haw? 
cspUoed  myself  properly.     I  plead  guilty  to 
aD  thoae  virtues  which  gratify  my  inclinatioo, 
bmt  I  disclaim  any  merit  in  roen'ly  doing  that 
wjhich  giTes  me  pleasure,  and  which  I  should  not 
jotberwise  practice.     Your  ladyship  will  not  find 
Qe  deficient  in  any  of  the  vices  which  are  cal- 
miatint  to  affoed  me  the  smallest  delight,  though 
.1  am  a  perfect  saiat  in  refiraining  from  all  those 
4M  I  dislike.^ 

V    *^  But  awcely  there  is  a  merit.  Sir  Harconrt, 
Jb  bezBg  even  constitutionally  addicted  to  that 
jriuch  ia  noble,  and  feeling  a  natural  antipathy 
Itotbat  which  is  baae.^ 
^  **Juat  the  same,  my  dear  Lady  Crockatt, 
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that  there  as  in  Uking  one  dish  and  disliking 
another.  There  is  no  merit  except  when  we  mftke 
our  principles  triumph  over  our  inclinations ; 
and  may  ray  periwig  be  soaked  in  a  showar, 
if  I  can  ad\'ance  the  smallest  pretensions  to  this 
•pecies  of  virtue !  Sir  Ambrose,  this  is  prHty 
raised  work  on  your  Point  d'Espagne ;  but  the 
fashion  is  defunct ;  has  been  dead  the;^  flil 
weeks : — permit  me — there  is  a  loose  hair  upon 
your  shoulder.  Sweet  snufP,  too  I  your  noae 
muet  be  an  antediluvian  of  three  moons  old,  for 
so  long  has  it  been  exploded.  Taste  mine :  it 
is  real  Pongy-bongy." 

•'  He  who  follows  the  fashion  in  these  mindr 
matters,"  said  the  sententious  Sir  Ambrose, 
'*  must  chop  and  change  with  etery  veering 
Variety  of  vanity.  I  have  a  real  respect  for 
your  snuff,  and  indeed  for  that  of  all  those 
who  favour  me  with  their  friendship  and  th«r 
boxes  ;  but  at  the  same  time,  and  i^itbout  ia 
any  degree  presuming  to— *  '  ■  '  '"^^ 

"  Oh,  Sir  Haroourt  I''  exclaimed  Mr§.  Chats- 
worth,  interrupting  the  orator,  "  what  divine 


yott  fliwajs  have;  what  is  thu  deli- 
odoorr* 

^  Miitmi  I  am  the  spnrioua  iisue  of  a  Tender 
«£  imwia  fUjWi  if  I  can  tell  you ;  but  people 
htTe  aoeh  ▼illainoiu  paetiles  and  pomanden 
Aat  I  am  obliged  to  defend  myself  as  well  as  I 
can :  ay  laced  gloves  are  scented  with  amber 
md  Bear  d'onnge,  my  handkerchief  with  musk 
■Dd  romagna,  my  pcnnt  de  Venice  with  fran- 
and  Neroly,  and  my  peiiwig  with  a 
tore  off  calembuc,  jessandae»  tubcroae,  and 
uana^iaL^ 

''Hey!  wboop!  stand  aside,"  bawled  the 
S^dx*  as  ha  entered  the  room,  holding  a  bag 
IB  mdk  hand,  and  followed  by  the  blushing 
IbaiLj^^*' Look^ye,  neighbour  Goldingham,  1 
pnoBBiBed  to  make  a  sportsman  of  you,  and  if 
joa  faaive  any  fimcy  to  fight  a  main  of  cocks,  I 
biought  a  couple  of  the  right  sort  to  show 
There 's  a  picture,*"  he  continued,  taking 
one  of  the  birds  out  of  its  beg:  "  feel  his  weight, 
aae  what  a  siae  he  is,  look  at  his  comb  and 
0pat,  and  his   lion^s   eye;    there's  a  proper 
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shakebag  for  you  It— he  was  bred  by  red-nosed 
Ralpli,  my  coachman,  one  of  tlie  best  feedETs 
.jAud  cock- masters  in  England  ; — sink  me  !  if  I 
wouldn't  ph  him  for  a  hundred  guineas  in  a 
battle  royal  or  Welsh  main.^  He  tos»ed  the 
bird  upon  the  carpet,  and  taking  the  other 
from  its  conHoement,  continued,  *-^  Now  tbi»  was 
bred  by  Jem  Yates,  of  Seaford*  axul  a  l^rge 
beavy  bird  he  is,  as  you  may  all  see ;  but  he 
has  a  craven  eye,  and  sink  me,  if  I  don't  think 
irom  this  feather  in  his  tail  tliat  there 's  a  cnxs 
of  the  dunghill  in  him.'" 

As  if  in  immediate  refutation  of  this  caJunwy, 
the  bird  seeing  an  opponent  before  it*  spiuog 
from  liis  hands  and  instantly  commenced  ,(# 
furious  attack,  which  was  as  fiercely  retorted  by 
the  other.  "  Whoop  !  a  ring,  a  ring ! — and  fair 
play  for  both  sidcs,^  cried  the  Squire,  clapping 
his  hands  and  putting  back  the  company; 
I*'  fifty  to  thirty  on  red-nosed  Ralph — Bravo, 
,IUilph  !— Well  fought,  Jem  Yates!" 


>Ut 


"  Oh  !  I  shall  faint— I  shall  die/'  exdaii 


X^ady  Crockatt ;   my  poor  nerves  could  n^v^ 
bear  tlie  sight  of  bluod. — £ugh  I  I  em  s\df.  (p 
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4«tfa  at  tlie  wety  thought  of  audi  erodtjr. — 

:if]r  deir  Sir  Ambroiey  do  ^  Heftren's  ttke 

*Mfae  oDe  4>f  those  iMUty  eratutvs  and  wrmg 
itaneck.'* 

-  **  It  may  not  be  denmble  to  destroy  it,"  ntd 
8ir  Ambroae;  "bat  since  your  LadyiMp {ft  so 
foitied  by  their  fighting,  for  which  indeed  this 

.ai~  no  approfiriate  place,  I  will  beg  Mr.  Hart- 
Jdd'a  leave  to  put  one  of  the  birda  back  into 
iti  hmgJ^  While  he  wm  very  formally  and  de- 
Itttfrately  stooping  for  this  purpose,  the  game 
cock,  fluttering  upwards  to  avoid  its  assailant, 
OKtangled  its  claw  and  spur  in  the  Baronet's  tie 
mg,  and  in  its  efforts  to  liberate  itself  only 
beeaaie  the  more  inextricably  fettered.  Sir 
Ambrose  rose  up  in  considerable  dismay  at  a 
tteter  above  his  bead  whkh  half  blinded  him 

j^Mk  pulvilio  and  scattered  feathers ;  the  other 
faifd  thhiking  its  antagonist  was  attempting  an 

.escape,  flew  up  at  it,  fluttering,  pecking,  and 
spurring  with  increased  fury ;  while,  as  the  un- 
fBTtimate  Sir  Ambrose  sprung  from  one  side 
of  ^be  room  to  the  other,  the  Squire  fo!1owc<l 

.fiiid  shrieking  with  laughter,  clapping  his  hands, 
I  5 
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snd  shouting  ^  Whoop !  braro,  red-noted 
Ralph!  well  fought,  Jem  YsCes— ^touzle  hhn, 
touzlc  him  ;  whoop !  haugh  !  baugh  I  haugh  T 
'  Sir  Ambrose  at  length  having  sucoeoded  in 
disentangling  his  assailant,  and  throwing  it  out 
of  the  open  window,  through  which  its  pugna- 
cious antagonist  flew  instantly  after  it,  walked 
up  to  the  Squire  with  a  most  dishevelled  wig, 
and  a  countenance  rendered  ghastly  by  a  mix- 
ture of  pulvilio  and  perturbation,  and  thus  ad- 
dressed him  with  great  solemnity,  "  Mr.  Hart- 
field,  I  have  a  real  respect,  a  rooted  regard  for 
yourself,  and  far,  very  far  be  it  from  me  to 
blame  the  behaviour  of  the  birds,  but  I  hftte 
a  motion  to  make  concerning  the  conduct  of 
these  cocks,  to  which,  such  is  the  chauncteir  of 
the  ca«;,  I  am  compelled  to  call  the  coneMle- 
ration  of  the  company.  Little  did  I  think, 
and  less  did  I  imagine.—*^ 

*^  Whoop  t  buzz  1"   interrupted  the    Sqoire, 

"  ^wasn't  my  fault,— so  you  necdnt  speocUfy. 

•)  1  tokl  you  Jem  Yates's  was  an  ill-bred  bird,  and 

-ISO  you  found  him.     Haugli!  haugh!  hangh! 

*Sblood  t  Sir  Ambrose,  you  have  got  off  chesp. 
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tm  Mmi^htfBmd  httmptamnf^mid  men  dM 
IMrUrdtiid  hf/Hm  kg,  iisk  me!  if  I  don't 
AWfiidscy  VMild  k«ra  Ufcta  it  for  a  Shnm 
TttMdi^  oocky  aad  hair*  <hx»wm  failf  «  doten 

.  «*!^l[aj  I  loM  A  femt  tooth  r  MttdSir  Hv- 
MlwA&rad  hit  spnnikii^  glMS  to  the 
baroneCy  and  busied  himntf  in  ar- 
tbe  hmk  «f  hia  tumbled  panike,  ''if 
.AiBBDit  haRDViBg  ^pectade  to  see  such 
of  curia ;  but  you  must  allow  aae 
r,  mf  dear  Sir  Ambrose,  that  the  wig 
merited  a  better  fate.    You  should  re- 
that  it  ia  defunct,  and  pr'ythee  let  your 
nsv  «Be  be  more  jaantj  and  debonair,  unpn>» 
fined  by  powder— wary,  not  curled,  and  of  a 
ttmam  fane  1^  mine.    Chedneux  is  your  arbst ; 
#w  odiy  oae  in  Europe.    I  allowed  him  to  ex- 
hibit mine  for  a  angle  moning  in  his  shop  win- 
•Avw  ;  and  rmi  me  through  i  if  he  could  get  out 
oi  Irn  wwn  house  for  the  mob  that  be«eged  it." 
•    Ooldtnghami,  wbo  had  been  absent  fnm  the 
non  during  this  distnrbanee,  now  made  his  ap- 
paazanoey  and  fTqweasing  the  greatest  vagret  at 
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the  occurrence,  a&sisted  die  Burouct  in  making 
his  toilet,  wlkich  was  no  sooner  comploted  than* 
the  dinner  was  announoed.  It  caine  most  op^ 
{XJrtunely  to  restore  the  interrupted  hurmony  of 
the  meeting,  for  the  repast  would  liave  done 
honour  to  any  caterer  ;  the  wines  were  pro- 
nounced to  l>e  unrivalled;  the  host,  assisted  by 
hifi  nephew,  did  the  honours  of  the  tabic  wilhi 
great  cheerfulness  and  hospitality,  and  th/t 
guests  seemed  well  disposed  to  enjoy  such  a 
pleasant  coinbitiation  of  circumstances.  Mn. 
Chatawurth  told  scandalous  stories  of  the  whole 
neighbourhood,  always  excepting  the  preseat 
company; — Lady  Crockatt,  in  the  intervals  of 
hearty  feeding  and  compkints  of  the  heart-hum, 
aggravated  some  of  these  charges  by  her  vindi- 
cations^  declaring  that  she  believed  the  parties 
to  he  innocent,  at  least  to  a  certain  extent,  but 
confessinjr  that  thev  were  tainted  with  selfish- 
ness,  a  vice  thai  blie  held  in  particular  abomi- 
nation, and  one  which  slie  considered  much 
worse  tliau  any  thing  she  had  heard  imputed  to 
the  dehuquents; — the  Squire  tossed  off  bumper  • 
after  bumper  with   increasing    prai&es  of    the< 
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■ir^tiActioa  could  onlj  be  ex* 
m  boiitefwig  merritnent  with  which 
■Mtchefl  of  BBcchaiuIian  son^ 
had  been  pkced  nest  tu  Sir  Har. 
I  and  looked  happy,  as  with  a  gay, 
polite  courtesy  he  sported  his  fan- 
irtuas,  and  amused  her  with  all  the 
Whitehall,  and  the  pleasantries  of 
London,  which  to  her  was  a  per- 
Dgw/a.  Chinncry  made  dt*ep  and 
loiis,  only  interrupted  hy  occasion- 
\g  the  Squire''s  songs,  or  cniakinfc 
VD  slang  language,  appru1)atii>n  of 
id  the  wines;  and  evi>n  Sir  Am- 

•o  iwt  forgot  the  ruffling  Ixith  of 
od  his  tie-wig  that  he  culled  u}MNI 

to  drink  a  bumper  toast,  and  de- 
id— ^  not  only  a  portit-ular  plea- 
reak  gratification  in  projiosing  the 
lir  hearty  and  hospitable  host.*^ 
ng  was  growing  late-^the  company 
»kd  in  the  drawing-room — the 
ueeeeded  in  establishing  a  game  of 
«  with   Goldingham,  who  having 
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taken  rather  more  'witie  than  was  hit  wont, 
playing  high,  and,  h  is  needless  to  add,  wat 
losing  his  money;  and  the  rest  of  the  party 
were  gathered  round  £mi]y''s  tpinnet,  wliMlh4 
loud  scream  resounded  from  the  passage  cnst- 
5»de, — the  df>or  was  tlirown  open,  and  Mr*. 
Holmes  the  housekeeper  rushed  into  the  TtwNn, 

:wiih  a  face  of  dismay  and  horror,  shrieking, 
"  Help,  help !  we  are  all  murdered  ! — the  P»- 

^sts  I  the  Papists  !"  at  the  conclusion  of  which 
alarming  cry  she  sank  into  a  chair,  and  be- 
gan fanning  herself  with  her  apron,  unable  to 
articulate  another  word.  As  soon  as  she  had 
sufficiently  recovered  herself  she  stated  in 
an  agitated  and  incoherent  manner,  that  Lanee 
Boulderson,  the  lodgekeeper,  had  learnt  froin 
Hewson,  the  fishmonger,  who  was  riding  inland 
to  alarm  the  country^  that  the  Irish  PapkU 
had  landed  nt  Lyme,  had  set  fire  to  the  town, 

^aud  were  cutting  the  throats  of  man,    wonuA, 

'B&d  child,  as  fast  as  ever  they  could. 

•  V'.^The  ploti  the  plot!"  cried  Goldinghan, 
with  a  Tisj^^  crimsoned  by  sudden  agitatiiffi, 
"  I  always  said  it  was  true.     Tell  the  watch- 
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■«Li»  «pnD9  dicjr  nttl«i  odl  the 
Mw!**t«aidti»  At  IiOBd  Mmjot  to  cmitr  om 
A^tnMNDKb!  O  Loffd,  O  Lard  I  I  lai«ot 
tfbtc'wtt  an  k  the  toimtiy*  and  Bwy  )»▼« 
cat  bdinfe  we  gb»  niae  hi  aktin. 
{  I  viih  I  had  never  left  Tltfogmar- 
We  are  att  Itmt—wt  an  all  lost  T 
he  hurned  Mit  af  the  room  in 
and  a^ony  d  ipint — aa  ex- 
tiwi  WM  alnaat  immediately  fioUoved 
^  Lady  Crockatt ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  Cbia- 
WKJ  aibo  dunk  away,  with  a  moat  chop-ZaUan 
ikak«  and  without  uttering  a  single  syllable. 

Hmvc  is  something  so  contagious  in  firnr, 
-Aat  tha  i^ony  of  Mrs.  Holmes  would  alone 
Jbvfr  l»en  saffident  to  shake  the  nenrea  of  those 
ffewsinedi  cren  had  not  her  alarming  tid- 
WBoeifed  aome  smt  of  oonfinnation  from  the 
ef  caanon  in  the  direation  of  Lyme,  each 
being  followed  by  a  freah  scream  horn 
the  hystncal  housekeeper.  A  momentary 
:pnaB  ansuedf  when  a  suceesMon  of  roekets 
[|he  SBMK  quarter  were  thrown  up  into  the 
illnaawsiuig'  the  ikyaa  they  bumt»and  tcr- 


m 


KEDHRM    APSLEY. 


rifying  some  of  the  spectators  at  Goldtnghani 
Plkce  with  the  notion  that  they  were  the  m^ 
nals  for  a  general  massacre.  "  Good  heaveiwl" 
exclaimed  Emily,  trembling  and  clinging  fd'hAr 
brother,  *' what  will  become  of  ua?  whnt  shaO 
we  doT 

' '  "  Whoop,  girl,  never  fear  ! — I'll  take  oaiv 
of  you,''  replied  the  Squire :  "  the  carriage  n 
at  the  Cricketers,  I  'II  just  run  down  and  hate 
the  horses  harnessed ; — we'll  bowl  over  to  the 
Hookery  to  look  after  the  dogs  and  hunten 
.and  secure  the  Clai*et -cellar;  and  then,  hey]  for 
Dorchester,  where  the  militia  are  ^tationtd, 
who  will  soon  drive  the  raparee  rogues  back  to 
their  ships.^  >      '•  ^' 

Sir  Harcourt,  who  had  seen  too  much  «f 
Titus  Oates  to  be  a  believer  in  plotd.  imf^rtNt 
the  company  not  to  be  needlessly  alarmed,  ■! 
it  would  probably  turn  out  to  be  nothing  tnoK 
than  the  landing  of  an  Irish  regiment,  one  or 
two  of  which  he  knew  to  have  been  ordered 
over,  offering  his  calash  to  any  body  tliat  w** 
unprovided  with  the  means  of  immediate  ei^ 
cape,  B8  he  was  himself  perfectly  wiilinj^  io  re- 
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wbeie  ha  wan  tUubea,  althouf^h  uUtsHy 
i|A  looB  to  explain  Uw  firing  and  the  rDcket% 
rugmrly  leiscd  8ir  Haroourt^s  auggefttioo  aa  a 
wmnm  oi  pacifjing  the  agitated  guettai  Mn, 
Ghtttaworih  begged  the  calaab  might  be  onknal 
without  a  moment's  delay,  declaring  that  fiht 
vould  most  ^BtefuUy  accept  the  offer  oi  a  seat 
M  it;  while  Sir  Ambroie,  whose  (ace  and  Jipa 
VCR  pdb  with  dimay,  told  8ir  Uaroourt  in  an 
vttateadj  T<noe»  that  he  oould  not  accept  hia 
of  the  alarming  report  and  appear* 
thej  had  just  heard  and  witnesaed 
wished  to  Heaven  be  coukl^  but  Uiat  he 
didTerily  and  indeed  believe  it  was  a  landing 
of  the  Papists,  for  the  purpose  of  the  long  me- 
4itaaed  massacre.  '*  I  have  always**  he  oon- 
timted,  *^  had  a  real  ngard  for  our  brethren  ol 
the  Fo^ah  persuasion,  wliose  doctrine  I  have 
acitber  denied,  nor  have  I  criticised  their  creed. 
If  these  mrcumstances  were  stated  to  the  gcntks 
man  who  have  landed  at  Lyme,  or  if  at  this  cruel 
flpBJuiicture  I  were  just  to  call  myself  a  Catho- 
lic, 6aD*t  you  think,  my  dear  friend,  that " 

i'  Rub  me  through,  if  I  think  it  would  be 
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of  the  least  use  in  the  world,"  replied  Sir  Hnw 
court,  scandalized  at  the  pusillanimity  of  km 
friend}  as  he  hod  dubbed  himself;—"  I  ha|t 
always  understood  these  gentlemen  were  moit 
undiitin^ishing  butchers,  bo  that  we  have  only 
to  ftubmtt  to  our  fate,  and  become  martyni  in 
spite  of  ourselves.  For  my  own  part,  if  it  w«» 
merely  laying  down  my  life  I  could  endure  it 
with  fortitude,  but  there  is  a  still  more  harrow, 
ing  consideration." 

*<  Gracious  goodness!  Sir  Harcourt^  what 
can  be  worse  than  to  be  thus  massacred  in  ooU 
blood  ?" 

**  The  consideration,  my  dear  Sir  AmbroMi 
tliat  they  cannot  cut  one^s  throat  without  rump- 
bng  one's  cravat  !** 

"Sir  Harcourt,  Sir  Horcourtl"  cried  the 
Baronet  in  a  mixed  tone  of  anger  and  terror, 
'*  our  sad  situation  Di^ither  aifurds  matter  for 
merriment,  nor  a  proper  pretext  for  plea- 
santry/' 

Witliout  noticing   this  reprimand.  Sir  Har< 
court  was  addressing  himself  to  the  females  nf 
the  party,  endeavouring  to  allay  tlieir  appre- 


iftlMKTolcBC  oAoe  in  wfakh  h«  was 
ti*— ***■<  bjr  Reubeiit  when  the  door 
meif  mad  QoLdiofjtuim  re-entered  the 
1^  the  caoae  of  his  temporary  abwDoe 
Uradj  exphnned  by  the  tot^  change 
■nnnce.  Froa  top  to  toe  he  had  cued 
B  hn  ttiken  panoply,  eren  his  head 
end  fay  a  scutt-cap^  over  which  he  had 
swig:  an  M  sword  hung  in  a  buff  bal* 
■  side,  he  had  grasped  a  pistol  in  each 
»  tap  of  his  Protestant  flail  stuck  out 
po^et,  and  his  whole  appeamnce,  at 
Kng  and  grotesque,  gave  him  no  small 
lee  to  a  hog  in  armour.  Timid  as  he 
vfaen  there  was  nothing  to  apprehend^ 
1  to  have  derived  courage  from  despe- 
«r  tiiat  he  considered  the  danger  to  be 
*m  «*RiBg  the  ahuin  bell,  Reuben," 
collect  the  servants  and   te- 

the  brass  cannon  from  the  forts 
»  temce,  into  the  house — see  what 
laf  you  can  collect— barricado  the  doorr, 
taty  body  arm  himself  as  well  as  he  can. 

be  ilaughtered  like  Uieep,  but  sell 
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our  lives  dearly,  like  brave  Eoglishcnen  and 
true-blue  Protestants — hem  !"  . 

His  doughty  figure,  his  brandished  pistols, 
aod  his  hectoring  harangue,  increased  the  agita- 
tion of  the  female  auditors,  who  were  smeUiog 
to  salts,  uttering  ejaculations  of  terror,  and  fal- 
ling back  in  their  chairs,  when  the  door  ooct 
more  opened,  and  the  Squire  and  Lance  Boul^ 
deraon  made  their  appearance,  hauling  in  m 
prisoner.  This  was  no  other  than  Norry  Mol^ 
loy,  who  observing  tlie  unusual  dcmonstratiow 
upon  the  coasts  and  hoping,  whatever  was  ]t» 
cause,  that  she  might  escape  in  tlie  cx>afu&i<tt| 
had  bolted  from  her  hiding  place  just  as  hef 
present  captors  were  making  their  way  to.tlw 
Cricketers,  and  had  been  seized  and  brought 
into  the  house,  in  the  belief  that  she  coidd 
fumisli  information  as  to  what  was  passing  at 
Lyme. 

"  Hold  her  fast !  tie  her  hands  behind  heri! 
search  her  for  arms  and  gunpowder  V*  cried 
Goldingham  ;  keeping  one  of  his  pistols  pointed 
at  her  head,     '^  She  is  an  Irishwoman,  I  know 
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htr  id  oLd — she  is  «   Papist  and  one  of  th« 
p&oCters." 

'  Beuben  wa«   now  thrown  into  confidcrable 
dann,  lest  he  should  become  implicated  with 
ftm  plotten,  by  the  discovery  of  the  service  he 
had  TCttdered  to  the  prisoner,  and  a^  he  caught 
a-'glaiice  of  her  eye,  he  put  his  finger  to  his  Hpt 
to  CBJoin  silence.     "  Whisht !    now,  be  asy,** 
mad  Norry»  with  a  significant  wink ;  and  then 
tnnung  to  the  company,  who,  as  slic  rightly 
eo^ectuivd,  knew  nothing  of  her  recent  offence 
nd  arrest,  she  demanded,  with  an  air  of  angry 
p,  why  she  had  been  seized  and  dragged 
tiie  house,  merely  because  they  found  her 
walking  along  the  road,  as  "  quite  as  a  lamb." 
'  '**  Oh,   you  cut-throat    harridan  !    Oh,   you 
Fopiah  Jezabel  !"*  cried  Goldingham,  still  keep- 
■ig  lus  pistol  pointed  at  her  head ;  "  tell  us 
how  many  of  the  wild  Irish  from  Cork  have 
Inded  at  Lyme,  and  who  is  concerned  in  your 
^HBtablc  fdot  ?  for  we  are  quite  sure  that  you 
know  all  about  it.'' 

^  Is  it  me  you  spake  of?     Norry  Molloy  ? 


lid 


REUBEK   AF8I;Sy. 


Sorrow  a  know  do  I  know,  your  honour,  mote 
than  any  other  fool  in  the  world;  but  that'* 
enough  for  them  that  have  a  thimblefnll  of 
brains.  YeVe  a  mighty  queer  set,  ye  gentiy, 
and  it^s  the  mercy  of  God  that  ye  havenH  to  ila 
for  yourselves,  for  the  divil  a  rap  would  ye  am^ 
nor  put  a  halfporth  into  your  mouths,  bairin^ 
the  silver  spoon  tliat  yeVe  born  wid.  Ye  go  to 
bed  and  to  deep,  and  get  up  to  eat  and  drink, 
as  if  it  all  came  as  asy  and  as  natural  as  the 
light  and  darkness  ;  and  so  ye  might  do,  just  as 
well,  if  ye  had  an  innocent's  head  upon  yoar 
shoulders*  It^s  we  that  have  to  think  and  to  do 
for  ye.*** 

"  Prevaricating  devil !  what  has  all  this  to 
do  with  the  landing  from  Cork  ?"  cried  GoM- 
iogham,  impatiently. 

*'  From  Cork  !"  replied  Norry,  shrugging  her 
shoulders  with  a  look  of  contemptuous  amaw?. 
ment ;  "  I  wonder  how  the  world  goes  on  since 
the  gentry  have  got  the  management  of  it 
Do  ye  know  which  way  is  the  wind  ?" 

"  No,"  replied  Goldingham,  **  there's  no  wea- 


«k  AalIaDiaw«ieof;ttMlif  thert  wen 
1  Mt  m  il  at  this  tunc  o'  night." 
^«itfatr«ock,  indeed!  If  the  wind  lyrought 
ir  dinner,  «•  it  oUten  does  mine,  I  'U  e»- 
fm  wldn^t  want  a  weather-cock  to  tcU 
m  to  aay  gnee.  Whiiht !  now,  I  cannot 
ii^WiHj,  at  the  lubbers,  nooffenoe  to  jour 
^rbonoor,  that  talk  of  the  Irish  auling 
Coik  when  it  blows  a  hard  gale,  and  haa 
BV^  tiaw  thett  three  days,  right  into  the 
at  the  harixwr!  Why  Mick's  cuttar 
k^  do  It,  and  if  that  can't  the  divil  can't 
dn\  spake  trason,  but  ye  "re  a  pretty  set 
sacres,  am't  ye  ?** 

protest  tfaefc  seems  to  be  some  reason  in 
itenent,**  said  Goldin^iam,  droppii^  his 
and  feding  oooaiderably  re^assured ;  "  but 
bin  is  this  bunding  at  Lyme,  and  what 
nwaning  of  the  firing  and  the  rockets  F*' 
mh  1  the  diril  a  halfporth  can  I  teU  ye ; 
■a  why — I  know  no  more  than  your  hr- 
Km;  but  if  what  I  was  larning  at  Holland 
!  agoneis  sartain  sure,  it's  more  like  to  be  a 
tant  landing  than  a  Roman  one ;  and  tin 
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to  one  ye  *11  find  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  at  tbr 
head  of  it,  and  cot  any  of  the  Papists  out  of 
Cork,  God'*s  blessing  be  on  the  top  of  them  !" 

This  conjecture  being  confirmed  by  the  anf 
val  of  a  senant  -whom  the  Squire  had  detached 
to  gather  intelligence,  Norry  Molloy  was  libt- 
rated,  and  told  she  n)ight  go  about  her  busineti, 
a  permission  of  which  she  did  not  appear  to  be 
in  any  immediate  hurry  to  avail  herself,  for  ^ 
drew  herself  up,  and  looking  reproachfully  «t 
Goldingham,  exclaimed-"  After  a  body  hasbeoi 
trated  in  this  way,  seized  and  carried  clane  off 
afore  she  could  cry  tra|>stick,  is  it  your  honour 
*ud  flcnd  her  about  her  business  without  a  rap 
to  drink  your  honour^s  health  next  her  heart,  or 
buy  a  dish  of  bacon  and  banes  ?'*'' — The  partJT 
to  whom  tliis  speech  was  addressed,  was 
much  delighted  at  being  freed  from  his  terron 
about  a  Popish  plot,  not  to  take  the  bint  it 
conveyed  :  he  slipped  a  handful  of  silver  into 
Norry^s  palm,  who  curtsied  out  of  the  apartnwtf 
with  a  profusion  of  thanks  and  blessings  oa  hfll 
tpngue,    but  an    expression   of  contemptuoui 
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ikttteafrlMr  fcatuni  Am  bct?sy«d  bir  low 
pMoD'fif  liw  capadtiet  of  her  anditon. 
''Ater  crfed  OoldiDgiiui,  Mireting  tiinKlf 
^  l—i't/  *'  H«n  I*  and  fombKnn;  to  fuet  at  hit 
pocket  fior  a  lump  of  nigar,^**  diis  ii 
different  thing  from  a  Popieh  plot,  and 
not  have  broken  up  our  party  in  »iich  a 
iny^  Wbat  has  become  of  Lady  Crockatt  ?" 
IpdB  inquiry  it  turned  out  that  her  Ladyihip 
id  dipped  down  stairs  at  the  first  abinn,  and 
idng  that  her  own  carrianfe  had  not  anived* 
■d' persuaded  Timothy  to  harness  the  horses 
id  caatej  her  home  in  Goldingham's  chariotf 
NPwhxcb  she  pretended  to  have  his  express 
Blihority  and  orders.  One  of  the  servants,  how. 
Wy  bad  been  charged  to  assure  his  master  that 
be  borses  should  be  returned  the  moment  she 
ad  readied  home,  and  had  procured  fresh  ones 
»  bany  her  forward. 

*•  Upon  my  honour,"  cried  Isaac,  in  high 
n^geon,  **  it  was  very  considerate  of  her  lady- 
Upto  let  me  have  my  tired  cattle  as  soon  m  she 
■d  done  with  them.  Methinks  she  might  have 
ffered  mc  a  scat  in  my  own  carriage.*^ 

VOL.    1.  K 
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•*  Whoop  !  neighbour,"  said  the  Squire,  •*  the 
thought  did  occur  to  her,  since  she  specially 
charged  Buulderson  to  apologize  for  not  doing  so, 
as  Cynthia,  her  spaniel,  was  now  become  so  fat 
that  there  was  hardly  room  for  three. — Haugh  f 
Haugh !" 

*'  Confound  her  assurance !"  said  Goldinghani, 
''  this  is  rare  in  one  who  thinks  selfishness  the 
besetting  sin  of  the  age,  and  thanks  Heaven  that 
slie  holds  it  in  particular  abomination.^ 

The  house  was  now  gradually  cleared  of  the 
remaining  risitants,  who  took  their  departure 
with  little  fcehng  of  apprehension,  since  it  had 
been  confirmed  from  several  quarters  that  the 
rumoured  invasion  of  the  Papists  was  in  truth 
a  landing  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  who  came 
with  a  small  array  of  men  and  arms  to  set  him* 
self  up  in  opposition  to  King  James.  "  He  can 
never  succeed,  he  can  never  succeed,"  smd  Gol- 
dingham  to  himself,  as  he  paced  liis  drawing- 
room,  still  bustling  in  his  grotesque  armour, 
although  he  had  ventured  to  deposit  his  pistols, 
"  but  there  will  be  a  terrible  panic  in  London, 
and  I  must  write   to  Charley  Duncombe,  the 
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Exchequer  banker,  to  sell  me  a  lot  of  tallies. 
They  will  be  down  again  to  fifty  discount,  as 
thej  were  in  the  year  seventy-two,  when  poor* 
Alderman  Backwell  was  mined.     India  Stock 
and  Actions  will  fall  too.    Why  did  this  despe- 
rado land  before  I  had  sold  all  mine.     Ileuben  ! 
it  ifl  our  duty  to  support  the  Government  in 
this  trying  emergency.     Timothy  told  me  ycs- 
lerday  that  the  old  coach-horse  had  fallen  lame. 
We  must  send  him  over  to-morrow  morning  to 
the  commander  of  the  district,  and  offer  him 
in  my   name  for  his  Majesty^s  service.     Every 
k>yal   man  should  contribute  something.     We 
shall  have  much  to  do ;  we  must  be  up  with  the 
laric,  so  we  had  better  hurry  to  bed  as  soon  as 
we  can,  after  we  have  carefully  locked  and  bar- 
ricaded the  doors.     Wheugh  !  is  this  the  tran- 
quillity I  was  to  have  in  the  country  ?     But 
after  all,  Reuben,  this  is  much  better  than  a 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Tell  me  not,  sweet,  I  am  unkind. 

That  from  the  nnnnery 
Of  thy  chaste  breast  and  quiet  mind^ 

To  war  and  arms  I  fly.— 

True,  a  new  mistress  now  I  chase. 

The  first  foe  in  the  field ; 
And  with  a  stronger  faith  embrace 

A  sword,  a  horse,  a  shield- 
Yet  this  inconstancy  is  such 

As  you  too  shall  adore ; 
I  could  not  love  thee,  dear,  so  much. 

Loved  I  not  honour  more. 

RicHAiu)  Lovelace. 

Although  Goldingham  maintained  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  every  loyal  man  to  contribute 
something  to  the  royal  cause  in  this  emergency^ 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  he  himself  could  be 
properly  included  in  the  number,  for  his  hor- 
ror of  popery,  which   it  was  now  the  King's 
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wed  ol^ect  to  introduce^  rendered  him  any* 
1^  nther  than  well  affected  towards  the 
ing  powers.  Ab  a  rich  roan,  however,  he 
:  the  propriety  of  supporting  the  existing 
renunent,  which  could  at  least  afford  him 
itection  and  security  for  his  property,  against 
Ji  an  assailant  as  the  Duke  of  Monmouth, 
Here  adventurer,  a  natural  son  of  the  late 
(^  by  a  low  woman,  one  who  appeared 
le  likely  to  subvert  an  established  govem- 
nt  with  two  or  three  hundred  desperadoes, 
such  was  the  amount  of  his  present  force, 
1  one  moreover  whose  turbulent  life  and 
AgBte  conduct  conferred  but  little  credit 
on  his  religion,  although  he  had  assumed 
Uttself  the  title  of  the  Protestant  Prince, 
fn  if  he  were  successful,  a  contingency 
tdij  within  the  bounds  of  possibility,  he 
uld  be  only  an  usurper,  whose  temporary 
WMldaa  might  entml  upon  the  country  an 
enninable  dvil  war,  than  which  no  calamity 
M  be  greater  to  a  holder  of  Exchequer 
Eaa»  Government  Actions,  and  India  Stock, 
mj^  nothing  of  his  landed  property  in  Dor- 
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setshire.  All  these  matters  did  he  deeply 
cogitate  in  the  night,  and  so  profound  was 
the  impression  they  made  upon  his  inind,  that 
be  was  up  with  the  lark  next  morning,  agree- 
ably to  his  promise,  and  writing  to  his  dif- 
ferent agents  in  London  ere  Reuben,  wlio  slept 
soundly  because  he  had  none  of  the  anxieties 
of  wealth  to  awaken  him^  had  shaken  off  hb 
slumbers. 

It  was  still  early,  however,  when  the  latter 
started  from  bis  bed,  and  dressing  himself  in 
all  haste,  sallied  forth  to  gather  information 
res|Kcting  the  landing,  which  was  of  course  the 
paramount  object  of  interest  throughout  the 
neighl>ourhood.  He  had  just  descended  from 
the  terrace  for  tliis  purpose,  when  hia  attention 
was  arrested  by  the  sound  of  horses'  feet,  and 
on  looking  towards  the  lodge,  he  beheld  a 
body  of  about  thirty  Cavaliers  galloping  along 
the  drive,  which  they  presently  quitted,  da^ed 
througli  the  plantations  into  the  little  park, 
and  spreading  themselves  into  a  line,  advanced 
at  speed  towards  the  house*  At  this  unusual 
sighty  Reuben  turned  back  that  he  might  ascer- 
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their  object,  statioDed  himself  upon  tb« 
frant  of  the  terrace,  and  waiting  their  arriTa], 
had  leiaure  to  observe  that  they  were  a  tumul- 
tnary  looking  troop,  mounted  on  horsea  of  all 
CkicnptionB,  and  arrayed  in  every  variety  of 
eoaCume,  some  having  half  armour,  others  no- 
tfaiiig  but  an  iron  or  steel  head-piece,  and  a 
dmd  set  totally  unprovided  with  defensive 
panoply,  thou^  they  were  aU  furnished  with 
weapons  of  some  sort,  and  might  be  judged 
to  constitute  a  common  band  from  their  all 
WMTiDg  a  white  ribbon  upon  the  left  ami. 
Tlicir  banditti-like  appointments,  and  the  ra- 
pidity of  their  approach,  imparted  to  them  a 
mSciently  fonnidablc  appearance,  and  though 
Beuben  did  not  deem  it  likely  that  they  could 
advance  with  any  hostile  intentions,  or  meditate 
viaAenoe  against  an  unarmed  individual,  he  was 
not  altogether  free  from  apprehension  as  they 
galloped  up  to  him.  Stopping  their  horses  im- 
nediately  under  the  low  wall  of  the  terrace, 
several  of  the  party  hastily  dismounted,  and 
were  clambering  up  as  if  to  take  the  place  by 
stormy  when  a  person  who  appeared  to  act  as 
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their  cominaQder,  called  out  to  them  to  fall 
back,  and  intimated  by  waving  his  hand,  that 
they  were  to  desist.  At  the  same  time  he 
advanced  towards  Reuben,  and  had  begun  to 
address  liim  by  stating  that  he  acted  under 
ihe  authority,  and  by  the  command  of  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth,  when  he  broke  suddenly 
off,  exclaiming — "  Is  it  possible  ? — yes, — surely 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  addressing  Mr.  Reuben 
Apaley." 

Reuben  looked  earnestly  at  the  speaker, 
who  was  so  altered  by  his  helmet  and  military 
equipments  that  some  moments  elapsed  ere  he 
recognized  in  him  the  elder  brother  of  Charles 
Pludyer,  his  only  intimate  associate  among  the 
collegians  at  Oxford.  In  his  occasional  visits  to 
that  place,  he  had  been  introduced  to  Reuben, 
who  had  eagerly  cultivated  his  acquaintance 
because  he  had  formerly  been  the  friend  of  bis 
father,  and  more  especially  as  from  a  motive  of 
kindness  to  his  young  auditor,  rather  than  from 
his  own  convictions^  he  acquiesced  with  him  in 
the  probability  that  his  lost  parents  might  still 
be  living.    "  My  dear  Mr.  Fludyer,"  exclaimed 


lanatkm  of  the  apparent  hostility  of  yciur 
:h  allow  me  to  inquire  after  my  ;;oimI 
Dharks.  Surely  he  cannot  be  of  your 
ior  I  left  him  but  lately  at  Oxford  i*** 
t  it  wdl  acquainted  with  our  enterpriie, 
I  join  uf  ao  ioon  ai  he  can  travel  hither,"* 
Fludyer,  irfio  then  proceeded  to  state 
and  his  companions  constituted  a  por- 
tbe  force  that  bad  landed  the  day  he- 
ider  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  who  had 
led  bim  to  Goldingham  Place  to  take 
on  of  some  cannon,  (^  which  he  hod  been 
d  there  were  two  little  batteries  station- 
B  the  terrace  ;  adding,  that  their  total 
!  aitsllery,  and  the  urgency  of  the  oc- 
must  apologize  for  the  unceremonious 
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Having  complied  with  this  invitation,  Fludycr 
could  hardly  repress  a  &mile  at  the  indgnifi- 
cancc  of  the  reported  batteries,  but  observing 
that  they  would  at  least  serve  to  make  up  a 
show  of  ordnance  and  inspire  confidence  in  the 
common  people,  he  declared  that  he  must  ful- 
fd  Ills  orders  by  conveying  them  immediately  to 
the  Duke"'s  head-quarters. 

*'  But  surely  you  will  await  my  uncle^s  per- 
mission,'** said  Reuben. 

"  Do  you  think  it  will  be  granted  ?**  inquired 
Fludycr. 

"  To  deal  candidly  with  you,""  replied  Reu- 
ben, "  I  have  reason  to  beUeve  that  it  will  not." 

"My  young  friend,"  said  Fludyer,  again 
smiling,  "  you  must  be  aware  that  in  thcae 
cases  we  do  not — we  cannot  stand  upon  puncti- 
lio—we are  committed  to  a  glorious  but  perilous 
adventure:  self-preservation,  the  first  law,  su- 
percedes all  others,  and  I  must  plead  its  au* 
thority  in  the  present  instance,  when  I  order 
my  men  to  dismantle  your  uncle^s  fortifications. 
If  the  Duke  succeed,  Mr.  Goldingham  will 
be  well  repaid  for  his  falconets;  if  we  fail  he 


cannot  be  bUmed  for  yielding  to  a  force  which 
ke  has  no  means  of  refisdng;  and  it  would, 
perhaps,  be  nu»e  prudent,  and  expose  him  Co 
less  responsilnlitjr,  if  you  were  to  leave  him  in 
ignorance  of  our  proceedings  until  we  have  gol 
ciear  off  with  our  booty.  In  this  respect,  how- 
ever, you  win  of  course  exercise  your  own  dis- 
cretion.'^ So  saying,  he  ordered  his  men  to 
mount  the  terrace,  remove  the  guns,  and  tackle 
them  to  some  of  the  horses  that  they  might  be 
earried  away  ;  while  Reuben,  convinced  by  the 
arguments  he  had  just  heard,  that  it  would  be 
better  to  leave  his  uncle  altogether  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  affair,  remained  a  passive  spectator 
of  their  proceedings. 

Fludyer,  the  commander  of  this  htde  party, 
was  one  of  those  restless  turbulent  spirits  that 
are  thrown  up  in  Umes  of  trouble  and  commcK 
tion  ;  and  who  as  surely  presage  a  political  oon- 
Tulsion  when  they  exhibit  themselves,  as  the 
flight  of  the  Petrel  indicates  an  elemental  storm. 
He  had  been  concerned  in  all  the  numerous  in- 
trigues and  complots  that  agitated  the  latter 
end  of  Charles  the  Second's  reign,  unul  he  had 
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eicquired  a  sort  of  taste  for  conspiracies,  as  if  his 
life  became  a  burthen  the  moment  he  ceased  to 
put  it  in  jeopardy,  and  his  neck  felt  uncomfor- 
table unless  he  could  keep  a  halter  perpetually 
around  it.  Nothing  knavish,  however,  or  even 
selfish,  entered  into  his  motives.  He  was  an 
enthusiast,  sometimes  wild  and  visionary,  some- 
times even  aimless  in  his  movements,  but  al- 
ways honest,  always  sanguine  that  good  was  to 
result  from  them,  if  not  to  himself,  at  least  to 
his  fellow-creatures.  Thin  and  eager-looking 
in  visage,  his  large  restless  eyes  seemed  starts 
ing  from  his  head ;  he  was  profuse  of  speech, 
and  talked  with  an  eloquence  and  an  accom- 
panying gesticulation  insjiired  by  the  ardour 
and  earnestness  of  his  temperament. 

While  his  little  troop  were  executing  the 
orders  ihey  had  received,  a  proceeding  which 
their  awkwardness  and  inexperience  rendered 
more  tedious  than  was  necessary,  Fludyer  bod 
taken  Reuben's  arm  and  was  walking  with  him 
up  and  down  the  terrace,  discoursing  with  a 
rapidity  that  seemed  intended  to  keep  time 
with  the  quickness  of  his  march.     In  language 
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glowing  with  the  fiery  indignation  that  he  felt, 
ke  reprobated  the  arfaitrary  measures  and  ne£ft- 
lioos  designs  of  the  King,  whom  he  stigmatiied 
aa  a  tyrant,  plotting  in  conjunction  with  France 
to  subvert  at  once  the  liberties  and  the  retigion 
of  his  subjects ;  it  was  the  duty,  he  said,  of 
every  manly  Briton  and  rational  Christian  to 
take  up  arms  against  this  intc^erable  oppression; 
he  refvesented  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  to  have 
engaged  in  his  present  enterprise,  not  from 
personal  ambition,  but  in  obedience  to  the  uni- 
versal cry  of  the  nation,  who  only  wanted  a 
leader  to  rise  up  as  one  man ;  his  success  he 
maintained  to  be  indisputable — the  glory  d[ 
those  who  supported  him  in  the  emancipation 
of  their  country  would  be  imperishable,  while 
the  shame  of  their  cowardice  would  leave  an 
indelible  brand  upon  the  forehead  of  those  who 
refused  to  co-operate  with  him.  He  alluded  to 
the  example  bequeathed  to  them  by  the  patriots 
and  tyrannicides  of  old,  and  finally  incited 
Reuben  by  every  thing  that  was  great  and  good 
to  join  their  standard,  concluding  his  impos- 
flioned  harangue  by  exclaiming,  "Oh,  if  your 


20G 


BEUBEN    APSLEY« 


noblc-npirited  father,  ever  the  advocate  and 
champion  of  Hberty,  were  now  among  us,  with 
what  fervour  would  he  embrace  our  cause,  with 
what  alacrity  would  he  point  put  to  his  son 
the  path  that  he  should  pursue — with  what 
pride  wouUI  he  see  him  enlisted  beneath  the 
sacred  banner  of  political  and  religious  free- 
dom T 

It  is  always  difUcult  to  resist  the  impetuous 
oratory  of  a  man  who  ob\'iously  speaks  under 
the  hnpulse  of  a  profound  conviction.  By  sen- 
timent mid  reflection,  strengthened  by  the  whole 
course  of  his  classical  reading,  Reuben  was  an 
ardent  friend  of  liberty;  when,  in  addition  to 
their  suggestions  which  already  prompted  him 
to  obey  the  call  of  |)atriotism,  his  filial  piety, 
the  master  passion  of  his  soul,  whispered  to  him, 
that  by  doing  so  he  should  be  acting  in  confor- 
mity with  the  vill  and  the  injunctions  of  his 
father — that  his  duty  sanctioned  his  inclinations 
— ^the  question  was  decided  in  his  own  mind,  and 
the  first  impulse  became  the  final  and  fixed 
purpose  of  his  heart.  Precipitate,  however,  as 
he  was,  he  did  not  in  his  supposed  obedience  to 
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a  lost  and  perhaps  a  deceased  lather,  forget  him 
«bo  had  supplied  his  place.  He  demanded 
time  to  consult  with,  or  at  least  to  sound  bis 
uncle,  jdedging  himself  to  come  to  a  decision 
within  a  few  hours,  and  to  present  himself  at 
tiie  Duke's  head-quarters  in  the  afternoon. 
Fludyer,  who  in  the  course  of  their  previous 
acquaintance  had  obtained  a  sufficient  insight 
into  his  character  to  know  the  chord  that 
▼ibrated  to  his  heart'*9  core,  congratulated  him 
on  his  haying  proved  himself  worthy  of  the 
patriotic  stock  from  which  he  sprung,  adverted 
to  the  probability  that  his  father  might  still 
reviait  the  shores  of  England,  to  bless  him  for 
his  present  resolution,  and  reminding  him  that 
there  was  no  time  to  be  lost  if  he  would  get  the 
start  of  his  friend  Charles,  who  would  quickly 
join  their  standard,  he  put  himself  again  at  the 
head  of  his  troop,  and  marched  out  of  the 
paik,  taking  with  him  the  captured  brass  can- 
nons. 

Short  as  this  conversation  hod  been,  when 
Reuben  was  left  to  his  own  reflections,  and 
measured  it  by  its  effect  upon  his  feelings,  he 
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could  hardly  believe  that  it  had  not  been  of 
much  longer  duration.  His  whole  soul  was  in 
a  tumult,  for  when  he  no  longer  marked  the 
enthusiastic  countenance,  and  listened  to  the 
eniphatical  and  seductive  energy  of  his  friend, 
he  became  conscious  tliat  he  had  pledged  him- 
self to  a  desperate  enterprize  which  nothing 
but  success  could  justify,  while  notliing  but  the 
death  of  its  abettors  coidd  expiate  its  failure. 
The  more  perilous,  Jiowcvcr,  the  undertaking, 
the  greater  would  be  tlie  glory  of  its  prosperous 
achievement;  the  call  of  his  country  was  im- 
perative; the  eloquence  of  Fludyer  had  done 
its  work ;  he  fancied  that  he  heard  the  voice  of 
his  father  urging  him  tu  enrol  himself  among 
the  patriot  band,  and  [ie  proceeded  to  the  house 
to  sound  his  uncle,  touching  the  prudence  of  a 
measure  which  he  had  already  fully  resolved 
to  adopt. 

For  the  reasons  already  stated,  Goldingham 
expressed  his  perfect  conviction  that  the  Duke^s 
adventure  would  fail,  and  tliat  it  was  not  even 
desirable  that  it  should  succeed ;  declaring  his 
determination  to  take  no  active  part  on  either 
aide,  but  to  remain  at  Goldingham  Place,  and 


mmmt  the  result  of  a  atnig^e,  which  could  not 
be  laog  protracted,  since  the  mooardi  of  thm 
kiagdoins  could  scsrcdy  require  a  greater  num- 
ber of  days  in  dispersing  and  destroying  sucb 
a  neie  handful  of  inTaden^  Undismayed  by 
tfaia  disheartening  prophecy,  Keuben  persevered 
in  his  purpose,  resolving,  however,  not  to  oom- 
peomise  his  uncle  by  communicating  to  him  hb 
intentiofis,  but  to  disappear  instantly,  in  order 
to  enooursge  the  belief  among  the  servants  and 
neigfabours  that  he  might  have  been  forcibly 
CBiried  cff  by  the  troop  that  bad  taken  posses- 
aioQ  of  the  brass  cannons,  without  his  having 
had  any  conference  with  Goldingham.  With 
this  view  he  hurried  to  his  room,  collected  his 
little  store  of  money,  stole  down  the  back  stairs, 
made  his  way  to  the  plantations  in  the  Park, 
leapt  the  fence,  and  ran  across  the  country  in  the 
direction  of  Lyme,  at  which  place  he  had  learat 
from  Fludyer  it  was  the  intention  of  the  in. 
▼aders  to  remain  until  the  following  morning. 
Whatever  discouraging  impressions  had  been 
lefit  upon  his  mind  by  his  uncle's  predictions 
were  speedily  dissipated  as  he  approached  the 
town,  towards  which  the  whde  population  at 
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the  country  seemed  to  be  flocking  with  every 
demonstration  of  enthusiasm  and  joy.  The 
craggy  hill,  at  whose  base  it  is  situated,  was 
thickly  thronged  with  spinrtators  and  partisans, 
flags  were  flying  from  the  mast-licad  of  all  the 
vessels  in  the  harbour,  as  well  as  from  the 
steeple  of  the  church,  whose  bells  were  ringing  a 
merry  peal ;  every  street  in  the  place,  and  even 
the  windows  and  tops  of  the  houses  appeared 
crowded  with  the  Duke's  friends ;  troops  were 
seen  forming  and  parading  around  the  harbour; 
the  sounds  of  trumpets  and  other  martial  music 
floated  u]>on  the  air,  mixed  with  the  chiming 
of  the  bells,  the  occasional  acclamations  of  the 
multitude,  and  salvos  of  Brelocks;  while  the 
whole  cheerful  and  motley  scene,  the  town,  the 
surrounding  country,  the  shipping,  and  the 
ocean,  stood  sparkling  in  the  radiance  of  a 
sunny  morning  in  June.  It  was  impossible 
not  to  sympathize  with  such  an  associadoo 
of  spirit-stirring  sounds  and  objects,  not  to 
catch  the  enthusiasm  by  which  all  seemed  to 
be  inspired ;  and  Reuben''s  inflammable  tem- 
perament   was  little   likely   to  resist   the  in- 
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foenoes  by  which  he  was  thus  surrounded. 
As  he  pressed  his  way  with  some  difficulty 
tfaiough  the  dense  mob,  he  felt  the  colour  rush- 
ing to  his  cheeks,  and  his  heart  throbbing  as  if 
h  would  leap  from  his  bosom,  while  he  almost 
unconsciously  joined  in  the  deafening  huzzas  of 
the  people,  and  shouted  with  them  till  he  waa 
m  hoarse  as  his  neighbours,  ''  Long  live  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth  ! — Long  live  the  Protestant 
FftaceT 

The  object  of  this  popular  cry  had  for  the  pre- 
fixed his  head-quarters  at  a  public  house, 
the  balcony  of  which  he  occasionally  pre- 
himself  and  bowed  to  the  multitude,  who 
■duted  him  in  return  with  a  stunning  shout; 
wiich  being  sucoessivdy  re-ed)oed  by  those  on 
die  hOl,  by  the  troops  around  the  harbour,  and 
by  other  dispersed  assemblages,  made  the  wYuAe 
vdkin  ring  with  lengthened  and  reiterated 
bunts  of  joy.  Reuben  drew  a  happy  augury 
from  this  universal  ardour  in  the  good  cause. 
If  the  sacred  flame  of  liberty  had  kindled  such 
•  Maze  in  the  first  comer  of  the  empire  that  it 
had  toudiedy  how  should  the  tyrant  quench  it 
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when  it  came  to  bo  extended  through  the  whole 
land  ?  He  accepted  the  appearances  before 
him  as  an  assured  omen  of  ultimate  success, 
and  already  congratulated  himself  upon  the 
promptitude  with  which  he  had  entitled  himself 
to  the  honour  of  having  contributed  to  that 
most  glorious  consummation. 

Having  with  considerable  difficulty  forced 
his  way  through  the  crowd  that  beleagued  the 
public-housC)  he  inquired  for  Fludycr,  whose 
name  passed  from  mouth  to  mouth  as  if  it  had 
been  familiar  to  all,  hut  whose  multifarious 
occupations,  and  the  general  confusion  of  the 
plaoey  rendered  him  a  personage  exceedingly 
troublesome  to  find.  After  having  dispatched 
various  messengers  in  search  of  Iiim,  and  waited 
above  an  hour  for  his  appearance,  he  at  length 
heard  his  voice,  talking  with  his  usual  earnest- 
ness, as  he  shouldered  himself  into  the  porch  of 
the  house.  His  quick  and  restless  eye  soon  di^ 
covered  Reuben,  whose  hand  he  seized,  as  if  to 
make  sure  of  him  when  he  should  want  hixDi 
while  he  continued  for  some  time,  with  an 
undiminished  volubility,  issuing  various  orders 
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mprrring  forage  and  prorisioiut  for  the  troops, 
•  dtfwrtiDent  which  had  been  placed  under  his 
Mperintendence.      A  pause  having   at  length 
I,  rather  from  the  want  of  persons  to  ^^- 
fais  orders,  than  from  any  exhaustion  on 
tiw  part  o£  the  speaker,  he  turned  to  Reuben, 
pressed  his  hand  between  both  of  his  own,  de- 
dared  that  he  was  overjoyed  to  see  him,  and 
pnpowd  that  he  should  immediately  accompany 
Ibbi  up  stairs  for  the  purpose  of  being  intro- 
daoed  to  the  Duke.     On   entering  the  apart- 
ment be  found  the  latter  in  eager,  and  as  it  ap- 
peared to  Reuben  in  angry  dincussion  with  a 
little  knot  of  gentlemen,  part  of  whom  were  in 
different  uniforms  and  wore  the  appearance  of 
oficers,  while  the  rest  were  armed,  but  without 
aiy  regular  military  equipments.     Their  con- 
venatioo,  whatever  was  its  subject,  ceased  as 
they  entered.     He  was  introduced   by  Fludyer, 
who  whispered  in  the  PrinceV  ear  for  the  sake 
of  giving  due  value  to  his  recruit,  that  he  was 
the   nephew  and  heir  of   Mr.  GoUlingham,  a 
wealthy  merchant,  whose  influence  in  the  city 
mig^t  materially  forward  their  views.     His  re- 
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ception  was  of  course  flattering,  for  few  or  none 
of  the  better  classes  had  yet  flocked  to  the  Prtv 
testant  standard,  as  it  was  termed  ;  and  Reuben 
knew  not  which  most  to  admire,  the  singular 
beauty  of  tlie  Prince's  person,  or  the  courteous 
elegance  of  his  demeanour  as  he  introduced  him 
successively  to  Lord  Grey,  Sir  Patrick  Hume, 
and  Mr.  Fletcher  of  Salton,  the  principal  per- 
sons of  eminence  who  had  accompanied  him  from 
Holland.  It  was  easy  to  see,  as  the  conven*. 
tion  was  renewed,  that  the  latter  individual  en- 
joyed the  principal  share  of  liis  confidence,  a 
distinction  well  merited  by  one  who  united  in 
his  own  person  all  the  powers  of  the  soldiery 
the  orator,  and  the  scholar. 

Reuben  presently  discovered  that  the  unani- 
mity which  pervaded  the  whole  multitudinous 
mass  without,  and  from  which  he  had  drawn 
such  happy  auguries,  did  not  by  any  means 
extend  to  the  smalt  jmrty  before  him.  They 
were  discussing  the  Prince"'s  manifesto,  a  te- 
dious, long-winded  production,  remarkable  for 
nothing  but  the  dull  malignity  with  wliich  it 
imputed  the  most    atrocious   and   improbable 
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to  the  King,  and  which  Fletcher,  a  cIm- 

liflil  writer  and  a  gentlemen,  nuunCained  to  be 

^ao^toTj  to  the  Duke^s  honour,  rather  than 

to  that  oi  the  monarch.     It  was  vindicated  bj 

a  man  of  the  name  of  Ferguson,  who  had  been 

the  Princess  tutor,  and  was  the  real  author  of 

li^  Kurrilous  production  in  question  ;  Fletcher 

was  constitutionally  cholerick  ;  words  ran  high ; 

both  were  brave,  and  each  had  placed  his  hand 

■pOD  his  sword,  when  the  Duke  interfered,  and 

implored  them  not  to  sacrifice  their  common 

cause   by  individual   brawls   in    this  the  very 

oataet  of  their  counsels.     Good  or  bad,  he  ob- 

lerved,  the  manifesto  had  been  issued ;  it  was 

U)o  late  to   recall  it,  and   if  errors  had    been 

committed,  it  was  wiser  to  prevent  their  effects. 

impossible,  than  to   upbraid    their  authors. — 

**  Harkye,  gentlemen,'^  he  exclaimed,  smiling, 

**  if  we  have  any  of  us  said  amiss,  let  us  all 

'^^  to  eat  our  own  words,  and  I  will  be  the 

nRt  to  set  the  example ;  for,  by  St.  George,  we 

"^little  likely  to  find  a  better  meal.     Here  is 

"**  *hde  country  trooping  to  us  by  thousands, 

™  »e  have  neither  rations  to  give  them  to- 
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day,  nor  better  hope  for   the  morrow, 
some  of  ye  be  shrewd  enough  to  tell  itf 
we  may  £11  hungry  stomachs  out  of  empi 
^zioes."  ' 

"  I  undertake  to  find  subsistence  fo 
whole  army  for  one  day,"  said  Fergusd 
I  may  have  the  command  of  it  for  a  ^ 
minute."  ^ 

"  How  say  you,  Fletcher  ?"  cried  the  i 
taking  out  his  watch  ;  "  may  we  trust  hit 
long?" 

"  Your  Royal  Highness  has  known  Ml 
guson  longer  than  I  liave,''  replied  Fl< 
flarcastically ;  *^  and  1  see  you  have  prdi 
prepared  yourself  to  limit  your  confidef 
the  period  of  sixty  seconds," 

"  Afy  Lord  Grey,  Sir  Patrick  Hume,  ' 
chard ;"  resumed  the  Duke,  turning  t 
parties  thus  designated — *'  you  are  of  va\ 
and  council ;  have  I  your  sanction  to  tlii 
perate  measure  ?"  J 

AU  signified  their  assent  that  he  shou 
ccpt  the  offer,  not  a  little  curious  to  unde! 
its  meaning,  and  to  learn  how  this  sudd* 


tBtt   fa*   ft  whole  army    would    redeem  hit 

"  FeiguioD  r  exckioied  the  Duke,  goiog  up 
to  turn  and  fixing  Lis  eye  upon  hi§  watch,  *^  I 
ifpaint  you  GeneraliMimo  for  the  minute ;  but, 
be  qnkk  aa  thought  in  issuing  your  rommand, 
im  five  seconds  oi  your  generalship  have  already 
ifipped  away.'* 

"I  order  that  the  soldiers  bhall  observe  a 

nhnm  fast  to-morrow,  for  our  success,*^  cried 

L      Ferguson, — a  solution  of  the  difficulty  at  once 

I     ■>  istisfactory  and    so   unexpected,    tliat    the 

SBnb  laughed  as  he  again  |)ocketi*d  his  watch, 
,     ttd  the  company  unanimoubly  agreed  that  no 
^     commander  had  ever  done  so  much  for  his  army 
I     iQ  so  short  a  space  of  time,  or  hit  upon  a  more 
4    ceooomical  expedient  fur  supplying  their  wants. 
J      Finding  his  companions    restored   to  good 
I    kunour,  and  his  troops  provided  for  the  nexi 
dty,  the   Duke   took  Reuben   apart,  and   in- 
quired whether  he  felt  competent  to  discharge 
aoy    sf>ecics  of    command,   adding   that   they 
were  much  in  want  of  officers,  and  that   he 
should  be  happy  to  give  him  any  commission 
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to  the  duties  of  which  he  considered  hinueif 
adequate.  Upon  learning  his  utter  ignorauceof 
ipilitary  duty,  he  recommended  hlin  tu  attach 
himself  to  his  friend  Fludyer,  as  a  sort  of  gene- 
ral aid-de-camp,  a  situation  in  which  he  would 
soon  acquire  such  an  insight  into  the  soldier'ji 
profession  as  would  qualify  him  for  a  moi^ 
prominent  appointment ;  and  giving  liim  vaim 
assurances  of  his  favour  and  protection,  hg 
dismissed  him  to  commence  his  new  career.  , 
Fludyer  was  now  in  his  clement  and  in  all  his 
glory,  attending  to  every  body's  business  as  well 
■as  his  own,  perpetually  busthng  and  in^ft^ 
xnotioV)  like  a  squirrel  in  a  cage,  without  making 
.much  more  progress  ;  as  full  of  zeal  and  enfrgj 
as  he  was  deficient  in  method  and  forothoug)|C» 
tliinking  everything  to  be  achieved  when  he  ha4 
conquered  the  little  difficulties  of  the  monicnt, 
and  no  further  troubling  his  liead  about  the  fu- 
ture than  as  it  would  consummate  that  suqc^ 
of  which  his  sanguine  and  enthusiastic  tempcTV 
Qient  did  not  permit  him  to  harboui^  t|l^jSh% 
dow  of  a  doubt.  In  every  momentary  pausq 
of  «pe^^  or  fk^tion,   and   he   seldom  ^  <^q^^ 
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IbaMlf  dne  of  longer  duration,  he  rubbed  his 
Ittfldb  rapidly  together,  while  his  promincnty 
Ibta^like  eyes  sparkled,  and  his  thin  saUow 
"Ait^  flared  with  joy  as  he  contemplated  the 
ktibbub  and  confusion  which  he  had  assisted 
itt  OMsjuring  up,  and  by  which  he  hoped  to 
kcjiep  himself  for  some  time  to  come  in  the 
tifilat  of  the  strife,  agitation,  and  danger  which 
li^re  so  congenial  to  his  turbulent  nature. 
Under  such  a  stirring  busybody  Reuben  was 
•ilbfred  little  time  for  n-flectiun,  and  scarcely 
itdScient  leisure  for  the  paramount  iluty  of 
Quipping  himself.  The  first  recruits  had  ex* 
faausted  all  the  arms  brought  over  by  the  Duke, 
add  Reuben,  who  was  not  yet  sufficiently  imbued 
litik  the  soldier'^s  morality  to  hold  himself  war- 
ildlted  in  seizing  what  he  wanted,  considered 
llimself  fortunate  in  hetng  enabled  to  purchase 
alhrord  and  a  brace  of  pif^tols.  To  avoid  the 
wrtno^ing  and  even  the  fighting  for  weapons, 
dPwUch  he  had  already  seen  several  instances, 
Bti  thought  proper  to  secure  the  possession  of 
fifi  "pistols  by  having  his  name  engraved  upon 
tti(E3r  hilt :  an  old  bald  rick  of  untanned  leather 
1.2 
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served  to  support  them  as  well  as  his  stronL  By 
nearly  emptp'ng  his  slender  purse,  he  had  pur- 
chased a  helmet  which  was  very  little  the  worse 
for  wear,  and  not  much  too  big  for  him ;  and 
thus  accoutreil,  the  late  pensive  and  studU 
ous  collegian,  suddenly  transformed  into  an  k- 
r<^lar  soldier,  and  engaged  in  rebellion  o- 
gainst  his  sovereign,  presented  himself  to  hi? 
commanding  officer. 

Nothing  was  now  wanting  to  complete  bin 
equipment  but  that  most  essential  article—a 
horse,  which  his  slender  finances  would  not 
enable  him  to  purchase,  but  which  Fludycr,' 
infinitely  less  scrupulous  than  his  aid-dt-cnmfl^ 
presently  procured  for  him  by  the  simple  expe- 
dient of  seizure.  Mounted  upon  this  animal, 
which  proved  to  be  a  fleet  and  good  one,  he  was 
dispatched  in  various  directions  with  orders  ret^ 
pocting  forage  and  provisions,  a  service  whii 
occupied  him  till  a  late  hour  ;  wlien,  o^-erooi 
with  the  fatigues  of  the  first  day's  campaigning, 
he  was  happy  to  throw  himself  down  upon  aon 
clean  straw  in  a  barn,  the  best  quarters  thtf 
could  procure,  where  he  slept  soundly  till  dajS 
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Ilfcak.  Scandij  had  he  dieased  and  i«fx>e«bed 
}iimpAi,  wbeo  he  waa  Bummooed  by  Fludyer  to 
ipanat  and  attend  Lord  Grej*  whom  the  Duke 
hfld  ofdered,  with  three  hundred  men,  to  storm 
Bfidporty  while  Fletcher  was  detached  with 
aaoCher  party  on  a  different  expedition.  The 
littk  hand  to  which  Reuben  now  belonged 
slonDed  and  took  the  town  with  great  flpirit, 
while  Lord  Grey  deserted  his  men,  fled  back 
ta  the  Duke,  and  reported  they  were  defeated. 
Flayer  himself  soon  brought  the  news  that 
th^  were  victorious,  and  had  been  basely  aban- 
doned by  their  commander.  "  What  shall  I  do 
with  him?"  said  the  Duke  confounded.  ^'  There 
iaast  a  general  in  Europe  who  would  ask  such 
m.  question  but  yourself,^  was  the  reply.  Yet 
wmh  was  the  sofbiess  and  irresolution  of  the 
Duke's  nature,  that  he  continued  him  in  his 
command.  Fletcher,  who  knew  their  enterprise 
to  be  too  perilous  to  admit  of  ceremony,  had 
lA  his  expedition  seized  for  his  own  riding  the 
horse  of  a  country  gentleman,  which  stood  ready 
equipped  for  its  master.  Its  owner,  a  stout  yeo- 
man, ran  in  a  passion  to  the  spot,  saluted  the  pur- 
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loincr  of  his  steed  with  opprobrious  langunge, 
shook  his  cane,  and  attempted  to  strike.  Ri- 
gid moralist  as  lie  was,  Fletcher,  clioleriellt  hf 
"nature,  and  stimg  by  the  indignity  of  a  fane 
Tiplifted  agiiinst  the  ^5nldicr  and  the  gctitlenMD, 
»uld  not  conmiand  his  feelings,  but  piiUed  out 
%s  pistol,  and  shot  the  man  dead  on  the  E<pot 
A  clamour  was  raised,  the  people  of  the  country 
M-aited  upon  the  Duke  in  a  body  to  make  thcfcr 
'complaints,  and  he  was  forced  to  desire  tlic-doly 
'soldier,  and  the  only  man  of  genius  in  his  arajpy 
*to  abandon  him.  "* 

In  spite  of  tliesc  discouraging  circum^tBti^ 
his  force  daily  increased  in  number,  and  by  tlie 
'time  he  reached  Taunton^  the  Duke  was  at  ite 
lead  of  six  thousand  men.  Mounted  olk'% 
■stately  charger,  equipt  in  half-armour  of  poHshtd 
steel,  over  which  he  wore  a  white  scarf,  with 
the  ribbon  and  diamond  George  of  the  ord^  of 
Itlie  Garter,  his  head  uncovered,  and  his  dark 
ringlets  thrown  back  on  either  side,  90  aft  ta*d}ft- 
cover  the  full  beauty  of  his  fine  fefttttreaj^lke 
Prince  entered  Tauntoti,  whose  inh&bft:itttts 
recexTcd  him  with  enthusiasm,  strewed  Ills  •♦wiy 


Kftlfc  flovers  and  herbs,  adorned  their  walU  vitli 
flfen  bouf^a,  aod  threw  open  their  houses  to 
tup  smy.  TweDty-aix  young  maidens  prevunt- 
(4  him  on  their  knees^  a  banner  of  their  own 
h|B4iirork  and  a  bible,  which  he  received 
With  a  kind  of  transport,  as  an  omen  of  his  fu- 
pfg^  fioitune ;  and  kissing  the  sacred  book,  cried 
opt  itbat  be  came  to  defend  the  truths  contained 
JAiit,  or  to  seal  them  with  his  blood.  Not  less 
ebnly  elated  than  dejected,  he  now  proclaimed 
bioMelf  King,  declaring  Lord  AlbcmaHe,  who 
was  marching  against  him,  as  well  as  the  wIkiIc 
House  of  Commons,  traitors  if  they  did  not 
ijfaolve  themselves ;  he  ordered  some  mock  re- 
gilili  to  be  made,  amusing  himself  by  occa^i<m- 
ftJJIy  wearing  and  playing  with  thcni,  and  he 
bfgkva  to  touch  for  the  King^s  evil ;  as  if  by  thus 
BKvging  to  the  empty  shadows  of  royalty,  he 
KMiJki  assure  himself  of  its  substance. 
,  ■  The  interval  that  elapsed  between  this  period 
■ad  the  fatal  battle  of  Sedgemoor,  constitutc<1 
little  better  than  a  succession  of  errors,  and 
gplive :  Beuben  abundant  op)>ortunities  for  ob- 
ianiog»  that  although  the  Duke  had  on  former 
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dceuioi^  aifairded  TDore  than  one  example 
reckless  valour,  he  was  altogether  deficient  is 
those  great  qualities  which  could  alone  ensure' k 
jirosperous  isBue  to  so  perilous  an  enterprise  u 
the  present.  Without  talent  or  judgment  to 
command  success,  he  was  equally  ungifted  with 
fortitude  to  endure  reverse ;  never  having  been 
accustomed  to  think  or  to  act  for  himself,  but 
habituated  to  follow  the  impulse  communicaced 
to  him  by  others,  he  found  it  an  intolerabit 
eiFort  to  come  to  a  decision  upon  the  points  tbftt 
were  almost  hourly  submitted  to  him,  especially 
when  he  recollected  the  dreadful  responsibility 
which  the  smallest  error  might  entail,  both 
upon  himself  and  others :  hence  he  became 
irresolute  and  procrastinating,  often  perpetuat- 
ing old  errors,  lest  by  a  change  of  any  sort  he 
sliould  be  committing  new  ones.  His  looks 
sufficiently. betrayed  the  tumult  of  bin  soul,  as 
he  successively  yielded  to  and  struggled  with 
his  despondency,  in  which  varying  moods  he 
betrayed  the  unsteadiness  and  frivolity  of  his 
mind,    by  alternately  praying  to  Heaven  fbr 
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jmP^  .tmd  moguig  amoffoiu  Fttaoii 
9*'4iiB0d  advfoe  of  aU  who  apprOMhed  him, 
4^  clifed  a  council  of  his  officen*  and  wiih  a 
fq^mtkiotu  wtaknen  that  formed  a  put  of  his 
flbiiMcta',  |»ocured  an  ignorant  old  naa  to  be 
P     tmedy  eonveyed  to  him,  who  had  the  repvta- 
,tiQ|i  of  h&Dg  a  wizard,  and  had  been  tried  as 
-IQcfa  foitj  years  before,  that  he  alight  consult 
^m  as  to  the  probabilities  of  his  soccess,  and 
fffcfaiHe  from   him  a  charm  against  danger. 
•IJhis  ancient  fartune-tcrller«  who  probably  saw 
fb^  desperate  situation  of  the  Duke^s  affairs,  and 
had  BO  wish  to  compromise  himself  as  a  traitor, 
refused  to  salute  him  with  the  title  of  king, 
though  tutored  to  do  so.     "  How  canst  thee  be 
King  o£  England  r^  inquired  the  sturdy  rustic ; 
V  beesn't  thee  the  son  of  Lucy  Walters.^ 

^  yillain !"  exclaimed  Monmouth,  reddening 
.with  wrath ;  "  the  son  cf  a  King  requires  no 
JlKither ;  King  Charles  the  Second  was  my 
latlM." 

.    "Thee  beest  like  un,  and  that's  the  truth 
on  'tr  said  the  down ;  <'  but  thee  bcest  vor  all 
L  5 
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■  di«  >«r<!»rld  more  Uke  King  Chivied  the  Vixic,' 

''  whtfh  T  xeed  tin  coming-out  o'  Whitehall  to  ha* 

his  hoad  chopped  off." 

"Avaunt!  thou  traitorous  old  knave,'*  cried 
Monmouth,  as  he  spurned  him  from  his  pre*- 
sence.  Hut  he  could  not  forget  his  «{ni»ttfr 
words  by  driving  the  man  from  his  sight ;  ihey 

I  appeared  to  be  of  most  inaunpiefbufi  opiep  ;  Iw 

tried  in  vain  to  expel  them  from  hh  memory-?- 
he  rejoined  his  staff,  and  in  a  state  of  the  dcqv 
est  dejection  gave  orders  for  the  immediate  re- 
treat of  the  army  to  Bridgewater. 
'"'At  this  place  he  mounted  to  the  topof  Ahigb 
tower,'  to  take  his  last  view^  of  a  country  whidi 
he  foresaw  that  he  must  soon  abandon.  With 
the  assistance  of  glas.'^es  he  discovenNi  the 
King's  forces  at  Sedgemoor,  so  caredesslj  en- 
camped as  to  promise  an  easy  victory,  an^  he 
resolved  to  attack  them  that  niglft  in  tlie  dark, 
^^serving  to  himself  l!ie  command  of  the  foot* 
i^nd  entrusting  to  Lord  Grey  that  of  tlie  horA^ 
One  of  his  captains  reminded  him  of  Greg's 
behaviour  at  Bridjwrt,  but  from  the  ««6iiMto 
*'tuid  over-delicacy  of  his  nature  he  answercMl, 


gn<Q»  kbn  in  dutrge  ifr  «»/  to  bo  exew^^T, 
Soon  after  midnight  the  axmy  advaooed  to  tb4 
lEttMclc  with  great  xegukrity  and  uleDce,/wlien 
adC^ptatn  Hat-kery  who  had  joined  him  in  £09. 
]Ni4*  but  was  offended  with  the  Duk«  for  Juit- 
ipm;  refused  to  make  bim  Governor  of  Tauftto% 
filed  A  pistol  as  they  approached  the  cstemyy  to 
gii»  aa  alarm)  aad  then  rode  off  to  take  tbe 
benefit  of  the  King's  pardon ;  Lord  Grey  nun 
aaray  at  tbe  first  charge,  as  he  had  done  before, 
and  the  Duke's  It^wers,  thrown  into  confusion 
Aoogb  not  disheartened,  lost  all  regard  to  his 
«rden.  A  mass  of  them,  consisting  mostly  of 
«to«t-hearted  and  able-bodied  Mendip  miners, 
fimned  themselves  into  a  solid  body,  and  laying 
4fai»ff  shoulders  close  to  each  other,  advanced, 
•topped,  fought,  and  died  together,  nuuutaining 
the  contest  for  three  hours  nntil  all  their  am- 
vumition  vaa  spent,  and  even  then  disdaining 
t»nm  away.  Tbe  scythes,  axes,  and  mining 
-^ttfols  wbich  are  still  occasionally  turned  up  <m 
«lhe  field  of  battk,  attest  at  once  tbe  rude  man- 
Mr  in  whic^  some  of  these  troops  were  armed. 
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and  tbe  desperation  with  which  tlwy  wielded 
such  incfiicieiit  wcapon&i  until  death  wrenched 
them  from  their  grasp. 

Forgetting  in  his  o\rn  cause  that  porsooal 
bravery  of  which  he  had  been  &o  lavish  when 
fighting  for  another,  the  Duke  galloped  from 
the  field  as  soon  as  he  saw  the  battle  lost, 
continued  his  flight  for  twenty  miles  together, 
without  knowing  whither  he  was  going,  quitted 
his  c^haustcd  horse,  changed  clothcA  with  a 
peasant,  and  struck  across  the  country  on  foot. 
Reuben  and  Fludyer  had  been  attached  to  that 
l)ody  of  bold  and  stubborn  miners  on  whom  the 
Duke  placed  his  chief  reliance*  £arly  in  the 
action  Heuben's  horse  had  been  shot  under  him, 
when  he  joined  himself  to  the  ranks,  and  fought 
on  with  all  the  desperate  enthusiasm  of  his  com- 
rades, until  the  King's  cannon  were  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  solid  mass  of  which  he  now 
formed  a  part,  mowing  them  down  the  more 
destructively  from  the  thick  order  into  which 
the  men  were  gathered  ;  and  at  the  same  time 
the  royal  horse,  wearied  with  pursuing  Grey, 
returned  and  fell  upon  their  rear.    An  indi^ 
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dbtaghtw  cntoed,  end  jH  death 
fld  t»  be  alUMMt  uMyeimliy  preferred  to  ^fjbt 
Amid  numerous  infttanoes  of  despermte  Yalovr, 
BeiAien  wu  pardcnlarly  struck  hj  the  entha- 
rfann  of  a  young  man  who  had  for  some  tfane 
Ibugfat  with  an  undaunted  intrepidity  by  hfo 
■de,  and  who,  althou^  he  was  now  lying  upon 
the  ground,  pierced  with  mortal  wounds,  em- 
ploiyed  his  kst  moments  in  altematdy  nnging 
IS,  and  encouraging  his  comrades.    Upon 

down  and  inquiring  whether  he  oonld 
m  any  way  assist  him,  he  was  earnestly  im- 
plored by  the  dying  man,  to  deliver  to  his  fa- 
ther a  small  pocket  bible  which  he  drew  from 
hia  bosom,  and  to  assure  him  he  had  done  his 
duty.  He  was  proceeding  to  explain  where 
hia  father  resided,  when  his  voice  suddenly 
£nied  him,  and  after  two  or  three  ineffectual 
efforts  at  speech,  he  fell  backwards  and  expired. 
Reuben  secured  the  sacred  memorial,  though 
he  considered  it  but  an  useless  care,  for  in  the 
belief  that  the  cauM  of  religion  and  liberty 
had  sunk  for  ever,  lie  had  resolved  to  imitate 
the  example  of  his  dauntless  companions,  and 
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to  perish  witli  it,  when  the  thought  of  hit  kaQ 
pareiUs,  and  the  conyiccion  tliat  U  was  hi*  dulj^ 
to  live  for  the  purpose  of  eluciUatin;*  their  fatei; 
suddenly  inspired  him  with  the  desire  of  saving 
himself  by  flight.     At  this  moment  Fludyer,  o£ 
whom  he  had  lost  sight  for  a  considerable  time* 
and  who,  with  a  characteristic  courage  and  san- 
guinenesa,  refusing  to  despair  of  victory  long 
after  the  Dukv  hod  fled,  had  galloped  whercrer 
he  could  be  useful  in  repelling  the  enemy  or  en- 
couraging his  own  men,  approached  him  upon 
a  lame  and  bloodstained  horse,  which  was  |)aio* 
fully  panting  from  wounds  and  o\'er-exertion« 

"What  is  to  be  dooe?"  inquired  Reuben, 
calling  to  hun, 

"  N(»t  nmcli  more  to-day,  I  believe,^  replied 
Fludycr,  putting  his  hand  above  hi^  eyes  to  a2iaik 
thcni  from  the  sun,  (for  he  had  lust  hi&  helm$i^) 
and  looking  over  the  field  with  an  air  of  perlcfei 
composure,  although  the  men  were  fast  falling 
immediately  around  him.  "^No,  not  much  marc 
to-day ;  but  there  will  be  a  good  many  materials 
left  fur  a  future  insurrection,  and  we  inubt  save 
ourselves  that  we  may  assist  in  organizing  It 


PlMT  ftlov !  poor  IblkMr !"  he  oontinaed,  wj 
kfitttdly  dwBountingy  and  potting  his  steod  on 
dM  ftedc,  **  I  ihould  have  been  gUd  to  back 
yoa  m  our  next  battle,  for  jou  are  a  good  and 
ttfiutvettfaj'  charger,  bat  I  fear  me  yoa  hare 
dooe  jour  la«t  day's  duty.  Apsley,  my  good 
fidlow,  ire  mutt  look  out  for  fresher  cattle,  and 
have  a  gallop  for  our  lives.^ 

There  were  many  horses  careering  wfldly 
about  tbe  field,  one  of  which  hartng  approach- 
ed them  as  they  were  talking,  Reuben  darted 
forward  and  seized  it  by  the  bridle,  when,  as  he 
was  leading  it  up  to  his  companion,  it  was  struck 
by^  bell,  and  rolled  oa'CT  struggling  at  his  feet. 
"  It  is  no  great  loss,''  said  Fludyer,  "  for  the 
animal  was  already  jaded;  but  if  we  could 
secure  a  couple  of  yonder  drinking  party  we 
ndght  still  hold  our  enemies  a  lengthy  chace.** 
He  pcanted  to  a  small  pool  at  a  little  distance, 
vhere  sereral  riderless  troop-horses,  parched  by 
tbe  heat  of  the  weather,  and  regardless  of  the 
hubbub  and  destruction  that  surrounded  them, 
were  eagerly  slaking  their  thirst  So  intent 
weve  they  while  thus  occupied,  that  two  of  the 
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stoutest  and  freshest  looking  of  the  animals  suf- 
fered their  approachers  to  secure  them,  and  in 
another  minute  Reuben  and  Fludyer  were  gal- 
loping from  the  fatal  field,  though  their  ears 
long  rang  with  the  roar  of  artillery,  the  wfai^ 
tling  of  bullets,  the  tramp  of  steeds,  the  brayiog 
of  trumpets,  and  the  clashing  and  the  damcnir 
of  the  still  infuriated  combatants. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

"  Sweet  are  the  tbougliU  thst  savour  of  oootent ; 
The  quiet  mind  is  richer  Uuu  a  crown  : 
S««et  ire  the  nights  in  careloa  clumber  spent ; 
Tile  poor  estate  scorns  Fortune's  angry  frown. 
S^  iveet  content,  such  minds,  such  sleep,  such  bliM, 
^HS^  enjoy  when  princes  oft  do  miss.*' 

Rob  EST  GaaiK. 

"This  little  bit  of  a  scrape  will  be  of  great 

W  to  you,"  said  Fludyer,  who  seemed  to  think 

™^  he  had  conferred  an  obligation  on  his  young 

^"('^ion    by  having  brought   him  into  his 

i*^nt  most  perilous  predicament.      "  You  are 

^'e  right  to  begin  betimes  in  learning  how  to 

^^  at  hide  and  seek  with  the  hangman,  for  it 

*  pastime  in  which  we  may  all  be  frequently 

'**en  to  participate,  before  we  can  succeed  in 

^  great  object  of  emancipating  our  country. 

^  myself,  I  have  so  often  had  a  game  at  bo- 
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peep  with  Jack  Ketch  that  I  am  hardened  to  tht 
diversion,  though  I  daro  say  it  may  B^m  rmtktr 
an  unpleasant  sport  to  beginners." 

"  To  me,  at  least,'*  replied  Reuben,  '*  I  muit 
candidly  confess  that  it  possesses  no  attractiow 
whatever.  I  bke  not  my  present  state  of  jco* 
pardy  :  as  an  Englishman  I  am  deeply^  moil 
painfully  grieved  for  the  failure  of  our  enter* 
prize,  which  will  probably  give  stability  and 
permanence  to  the  existing  tyranny,  while  my 
heart  bleeds  for  the  fate  of  our  brave  compa- 
nions in  arms  who  have  fallen  in  battle,  as  w^il 
as  for  the  survivors,  ytho  will  doubtlesa  foci  iJie 
full  vengeance  of  a  merciless  monarch/' 

"  Psha  i  my  young  friend,  you  consider  these 
trifles  too  seriously.  Our  cause  is  a  good  one, 
and  it  will  but  flourish  the  more  certainly  for 
this  momentary  check,  as  t!ie  river  that  is  tUffl- 
med  up  for  a  while  does  but  spread  the  wider, 
and  gather  force  for  bursting  over  all  mounds 
and  impediments.  Perhaps  it  is  better  for  us 
all  that  wc  should  have  sustained  tliib  little  r«- 
buke,  for  those  who  have  beeu  killed  are  but  to 
many  insurgents  sown  in  the  earthi  like  seed, 
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to^rield  Of  iartj-Md  in  due  teasoa;  and  the 
^nnnj  tkftt  viU  aUughter  the  surrivore  wiO 
be  odIj  comixiitciDg  an  unconscious  suicide  upon 
ilMl£.  We  must  look  forward,  Sir,  forward. 
We  are  sure  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  for  an* 
adier  attempt  sooner  or  later,  and  I  shall  b^ 
tahe  mynlf  to  his  Court  to  urge  him  on,  since 
'aptty  thing  looks  ao  prosperous  in  England.  I 
haire  raaaon  to  beliere  that  Lord  Sunderland, 
om  of  the  King^s  ministers,  was  at  the  bottom 
of 'M<nimouth'*9  enterprise,  and  will,  of  course, 
igrrefais  countenance  and  support  to  another; 
die  Marquess  of  Halifax  is  friendly  to'  us, 
though  he  is  too  timid  a  creature  to  declare 
';  we  are  sure  of  the  leading  Whigs  ;  I 
^ree  different  cyphers  for  corresponding 
with  tliem,  and  we  must  hare  a  care  that  the 
nert  landing  takes  place  nearer  to  the  capital." 
•  ^  Had  we  not  better  secure  our  escape  firom 
'tim  uniueky  enterprize,  before  we  make  anange- 
'^ments  for  another?*^  inquired  Reuben;  who 
<9buld  not  so  easily  forget  the  present  in  the 
'Ature  as  hts  sani^uine  companion. 
''''^Certainly>certai^y,  and  we  will  talk  te 
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matter  over  when  we  are  a  little  more  at  leisuii|ij 
there  is  no  immediate  liurry.  The  Dutch  pink 
and  dogger  wliich  wc  left  at  Lyme,  will  doubt- 
less be  seized ;  but  my  friend  Fletcher,  of  SaL 
ton,  whose  head  is  as  provident  and  thoughtful 
as  his  heart  is  honest,  promised  to  hover  off  the 
coast  till  he  learnt  the  result  of  the  battle,  io 
order  that,  if  it  proved  unfortunate,  be  might 
carry  oft'  the  Duke,  or  any  of  his  associatca 
After  the  first  ardour  of  pursuit  shall  have  ■ 
little  relaxed,  we  must  make  for  the  sea-show, 
and  take  our  cliance  of  finding  his  cutter,  nr 
some  other  that  may  tilt  us  over  to  Holland, 
and  then — ^hey  for  another  plot,  and  a  fresh 
descent  J" 

'*  But  at  present  we  are  galloping  away  from 
the  coast,*"  observed  Reuben. 

^SvWe  have  nut  been  allowed  much  choice  of 
a  road,**^  replied  Fludyer,  **  and  could  not  have 
made  direct  for  the  sea  without  carrying  a  few 
bullets  in  our  bodies.  The  best  way  to  reach  it 
at  last  is  to  go  inland  at  first,  as  the  bowl  that 
makes  tlie  widest  circuit  in  the  beginning,  oftea 
lilts  the  jack  the  surest  at  the  end  of  its  course. 


l0m-^0  iludl  cfljoy  «ur  aul  orer  to  Holland, 
Air  lioM  little  trouhlesome  afikir  of  our  eacapc 
db'btei  diapoaed  of  r 

1.*^  "Coa  are  to  be  envied  in  being  idways  able 
vilbok  forward  with  so  mach  confidence." 
.'fWhy,  just  at  this  moment,"  repKed  Flud- 
«r««rboae  acute  aenfles  were  all  upon  the  gui 
im^  even  when  he  seemed  most  indifferent 
fcaot  fata  stoation,  **  there  is  no  great  pleasure 
a  joofcing  backwards;  for  my  ear  has  caught 
ana-time  to  time  the  tramping  of  a  horse  at 
nil  apeed  behind  us,  and  now,  at  yonder  tum- 
ng  of  tile  road  I  ^y  a  fellow  in  pursuit  of  us, 
•iwae  better  steed  threatens  to  introduce  him 
o  our  acquaintance  in  a  few  minutes.  Are  your 
amtida  loaded  r 

Reuben  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
:  '*  I  have  but  one  of  my  own  weapons  left,** 
HWitiHxl  Fludyer;  '^  but  as  I  am  probably  the 
teat  diot,  I  will  let  fly  at  him  as  he  approaches, 
mUfB  jou  reserve  your  fire  to  make  sure  of  him 
tt  doae  quarters.  And  this  being  settled,  pull 
ipyour  horse,  who  by  his  puffing  and  panting 
Mffl-aot  be  sorry  to  take  breath,  and  soon  as  we 
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have  disposed  of  lliis  impertinent,  we  wilt  !©• 
siitne  our  conversation  anil  our  ride.^  So  say- 
ing', he  examined  the  pan  and  ilint  of  his  pist<^ 
and  continued,  "  Now,  though  T  seldom  Uy 
bets,  I  will  hold  you  a  silver  decus  to  a  im 
tliat  this  foolish  fellow's  horse  will  arrive  befoit 
his  master  ;  for  as  I  rarely  miss  a  swallow  on  the 
wing,  Hwere  sorry  bungling  if  I  could  not  m 
a  trooper  on  his  war-horse,  and  tumble  Hun  into 
the  dust  ere  he  come  ten  yards  nearer.**  So 
saying,  he  levelled  his  weapon,  and  was  very 
deliberately  takiiifj^  aim,  wIk'u  the  stranger,  ob- 
scr\ing  his  attitude,  snatched  from  his  bosom 
a  white  ribbon,  which  was  the  badge  of  Mo^ 
mouth's  partisans,  and  kept  waving  it  in  the  air 
as  he  galloped  up  to  them.  "  Trenchard  V*  ei-' 
claimed  Fhidyer,  replacing  his  pistol  in  his  bdt^ 
"  is  it  you  ?  Lay  by  that  lucky  white-fillet  Si 
lavender,  or  hang  it  up  in  the  temple  of  For- 
tune, for  had  you  not  flourished  it  at  the  mo- 
ment  you  did,  you  would  have  had  a  brace  or 
bullets  in  your  body,  and  I  should  have  lost  oofe 
bf  my  best  and  bravest  friends." 

"It  is  not  my  first   escape  to-day,""    said 
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Trenchard,  '^  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  my  \att, 
ft»- 1  foresee  that  we  shall  have  hot  and  close 
pprsuit.  Scouring  parties  have  been  detached 
in  all  directions,  one  is  alnvdy  Ix-'liind  us,  and 
at  DO  great  distance,  which  will  account  for  my 
^eed.  Wc  have  no  time  for  parley  :  on,  on, 
for  heaven's  sake !  for  we  may  well  try  to  win 
t|)e  race  when  wc  arc  riding  for  our  lives."  At 
these  words  he  again  clappe<l  spurs  to  his  horse^ 
and  being  much  better  mounted  than  his  com- 
panions presently  distanced  them,  and  disap. 
peared  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  hill ;  at  the  foot 
of  which  Reuben's  steed,  which  had  fiir  some 
time  been  exhibiting  signs  of  exhaustion,  sud- 
denly stopped,  and  couki  not  l)c  prevailed  on 
either  by  blows  or  encouragement,  t(»  advance 
a  step  further.  *' IIuw  truly  unfortunate!** 
exclaimed  Reuben,  in  a  tone  of  regret  and  ap- 
prehens^ion. 

*-  That  remains  to  l>c  seen/  replied  hia  com- 
panion; *^  I  have  often  known  these  little  dis- 
appointments turn  out  the  luckiest  things  in  the 
world,  and  prove  by  their  results  that  it  is  we 
ifho  are  blind^  and  not  Fortune.    Your  horse 
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kfux^ks  Up  on  purpoae  to  remiiul  me  that  we 
cannot  be  doing  a  more  foolish  thing  than  (u 
continue  together.  If  we  are  to  be  caught  $1 
-jfdlj  let  them  catch  one  at  a  time,  and  we  (ihill 
.At  alt  events  last  the  longer.  I  aui  an  old  of- 
fender, and  may  act  as  a  Jonah  to  all  those  ^ 
are  found  to  be  of  my  crew  ;  you  are  a  begtft- 
aniy  and  may  perhaps  be  pardoned  for  a  &nt 
offence.  Mount  my  horsct  therefore,  who  will 
yet  hold  you  a  gallop  of  some  miles,  throw  away 
^ouv  sword  and  belt,  and  change  your  lieltQct 
^ith  the  first  peasant  that  will  give  you  his  hat 
ix\  return.  Some  good  friend  of  Lord  ¥ew- 
shames  army»  foreseeing  that  mine  might  lead 
me  into  a  scrape,  kindly  knocked  it  off  my  bead 
with  a  bidlet.  When  your  horse  is  jaded, 
make  for  the  wuods  on  foot,  find  your  way  if 
you  can  to  the  sea-coast,  in  the  neighbourfaood 
of  Lyme,  for  we  shall  soon  be  in  Doreetshirt; 
prowl  about  the  beach  at  night;  if  any  of 
Fletcher's  men  are  patroling  tlie  sands  to  bring 
off  stragglers,  you  will  know  them  by  their  wtute 
dresses;  and  we  may  perhaps  scud  over  to iW* 
land  in  tlie  same  cutter,  and  in  another  fortoi^ 
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for  a  frnli 
uMomctim*     rrhfi  MMon  Jn 
tu  wifl  be  ddigfatfuDj  dark  for  a 
no  time  cookl  be  iBore  pltaiant  or 
Ibr  taking  your  fint  lesson  in  die  art 
If  and  a*  I  tlunk  jon  toM  me  ytmr 
were  low,  and  you  may  perhape  hate 
for  a  little  bribery  and  toil  option,  you 
ind  better  take  ray  pane  to  aaut  your  pio- 


Dttxing  the  latter  part  of  this  speech,  wliieh 
vaa  ddiTered  with  hia  usual  rapidity,  he  had 
disnmiinhd ;  and  now  stood  with  his  purse  in 
•■e  band  and  his  horse^s  bridle  in  the  other, 
them  both  to  Reuben,  who  was,  how- 
%  mudi  too  generous  in  his  own  nature  to 
take  advantage  of  his  friend^s  magnanimous 
pnpoml ;  suggesting  that  he  himself  might  as 
well  strike  across  the  country  on  foot,  while  his 
aonmde  rode  forward,  and  abeolutdy  refunng 
ta  tOQ^  a  shilling  of  the  money. 

**  I^mk^ye,  my  yoimg  friend,**  ssid  Fludyer, 
aealiBg  bimseif  by  the  road-side,  **  when  you 
have  kaovn  me  a  little  longer,  you  will  hare 
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discovered  that  I  am  somewlmt  obstinate  and 
inflexible  in  my  puqwscs.  If  jou  do  not  in- 
stantly mount,  I  shall  turn  the  animal  loose, 
make  my  way  down  yonder  lane,  and  leave  you 
to  your  fate ;  and  when  your  lost  parents  revisit 
England,  they  will  have  tlie  misery  of  learning 
that  you  refused  to  preserve  a  life  so  dear  to 
them,  although  the  means  were  proffered  to  yoc.** 

**  Do  you  indeed  believe  that  they  still  exist 
— ^that  they  will  be  restored  to  my  embraces  ?" 
eagerly  exclaimed  Reuben,  whose  objections 
were  instantly  overcome  by  this  artful  appeal 
to  his  fcehngs :  "  not  for  worlds  would  I  lose 
that  blessed  chance,  or  afford  them  the  shadow 
of  a  cause  for  reproaching  my  memory.  When, 
oh,  when  will  the  blissful  moment  of  our  meeu 
ing 

"  Never !"  interrupted  Fludyer,  "  if  you 
waste  another  moment  in  vain  aspirations;  for, 
hark  !  that  trumpet,  sounding  from  the  hill  be- 
hind us,  announces  that  the  foremost  of  the 
scourers  are  hard  upon  our  track.  Up,  up, 
and  away !  for  if  you  stand  one  second  longer 
upon  punctilio,  we  may  both  chance  to  dance 
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npoa  nothing.**  So  sayiog*  he  lifted  rather  than 
hdped  his  companion  into  the  saddle;  and 
Seuben,  determined  not  to  deprive  him  of  his 
piuie,  of  which  he  would  now,  probably,  have 
0iore  need  than  himself,  hastily  exclaimed — 
**  God  bless  you,  my  generous  friend  I"  waved 
liis  hand,  struck  spurs  into  his  horse,  and  again 
galloped  rapidly  forwards,  neither  knowing  in 
what  directicm  he  was  riding,  nor  what  he  should 
do  when  his  steed  would  no  longer  enable  him 
to  continue  his  fli^t 

Thus  did  he  press  onwards  for  some  miles 
without  relaxing  his  speed*  filled  with  gloomy 
apprehensions,  which  were  increased  by  the 
tfnreatenings  of  the  wind,  as  it  ever  and  anon 
hare  to  his  ear  the  braying  of  a  not  very  distant 
trumpet,  until  be  reached  a  solitary  alehouse,  in 
fpont  of  which  a  man,  who  appeared  to  be  its 
landlord,  was  sitting  in  the  shade,  smoking  a 
pipe,  with  a  tankard  of  ale  by  his  side.  The 
flight  of  a  person  thus  pleasantly  occupied,  not 
otAj  suggested  to  him  the  necessity  of  some 
xefreshment  for  himself  and  his  horse,  but  re- 
him  of  Fludycr's  advice,  that,  in  order 
M  2 
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to  avoid  betraying  himself  by  his  equipment!, 
he  should  seize  the  first  opportunity  of  ex. 
changing  his  helmet  for  a  hat.  With  this  ia- 
tention  he  drew  up  at  the  door ;  when  the  land- 
lord started  from  his  bench  to  receive  him,  ex- 
claiming, '*  Sniggers  !  my  noble  captain,  thee  It 
surely  be  pleased  to  'light ;  for  thy  poor  beast'i 
flanks  do  reek  vor  all  the  world  like  a  lime-kiln, 
and  thof  he  do  look  like  a  rare  good  ^n,  I  ctt 
zee  by  the  zhaking  of  his  tail  that  he  haVt  got 
much  more  go  in  him/' 

"Thank  ye.  friend;*  replied  Reuben:  "I 
cannot  tarry  more  than  a  few  seconds;  for  I 
am  liound  upon  an  errand  of  life  and  death.  But 
I  am  worried  with  this  helmet,  which,  as  you  sec, 
is  too  large  for  my  head,  and  yet  will  not  pro- 
tect my  eyes  from  the  sun :  would  it  suit  you 
to  receive  it  in  exchange  for  your  more  oonw 
fortable  beaver  ?** 

**  What !  swop  my  old  castor  for  that  'ere 
vine  helmet  ?  how  much  must  I  gi'  ye  be- 
sides?'' said  the  rustic,  chinking  tlie  silver  in 
hig  breeches*  pocket. 

"  You  may  keep  jour  money,"  replied  Reu- 
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ten,  **  if  jou  will  only  biiog  a  pail  of  wiiter  Ibr 
w/f  hone^  alloir  me  to  ^nith  your  tankard  of 
d^  And  to  fiD  my  pockets  with  yonder  biacuits 
ttat  are  ranged  along  the  window." 

^^  Done  r*  exclaimed  the  rustic,  with  an  eager 
dhuckley  at  the  same  time  reaching  out  his  hat, 
tfod  noemog  the  helmet  in  return ;  when,  hav- 
kgdepoaited  the  latter  in  a  place  of  safety,  ha 
Wmh  il  up  Us  tankard,  ran  to  fetch  a  pail  of 
%  wHeh  he  popped  down  under  the  horse's 
and  bustling  into  the  house  for  a  large 
liaiidful  of  biscuitSy  crammed  them  into  Reuben's 
podktt^  as  if  to  bind  the  bargain,  and  prevent 
lis)'  poMihility  of  a  hitch  in  such  a  beneficial 
adSdunge.  His  chapman,  however,  who  had  no 
ittft  to  break  his  bargain,  finished  the  remainder 
^  the  taidiard,  allowed  his  horse  to  empty  the 
piO,  and  speedily  resumed  his  flif^t ;  when  the 
landlord,  bursting  into  a  more  audible  chuckle 
Aan  he  had  previously  ventured  to  indulge, 
stfiick.  his  hand  upon  his  thigh,  exclaiming, 
'  Dimged  if  that  chap  baint  the  softest  flat 
ever  I  coom  across !"" — at  the  condunoa  of 
#IAii  ireivds,  he  clapped  the  helmet  upon  his 
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head,  and  strutted  into  the  house,  to  show  him- 
self off  in  his  finery,  and  boast  of  his  bargain 
to  his  wife. 

Reuben  meanwhile,  whose  horse  bad  gathered 
some  additional  strengtli  and  courage  from  his 
short  bait,  was  enabled  to  pursue  his  rapid  and 
aimless  career,  until  he  was  nearly  twenty  milw 
distant  from  the  fatal  field  of  Sedgemoor,  when 
the  poor  beast  became  so  exhausted  and  dis- 
tressed that  his  rider  at  length  dismoimted, 
took  off  his  saddle  and  bridle,  which  he  threw 
into  a*  ditch,  together  with  his  sword  and  belt, 
and  turning  the  jaded  animal  into  a  field  by  the 
road-side,  struck  across  the  country  on  foot  la 
an  opposite  direction,  taking  care  to  conceal  Ins 
pistols  beneath  his  horseman's  cloak.  He  now 
proceeded  for  some  time  along  an  open  champun 
tract,  in  a  state  of  cultivation,  although  the 
respective  properties  were  only  divided  here 
and  there  by  hurdles,  or  marked  by  boundary 
stones,  neither  of  which  would  serve  his  pur* 
pose  of  concealment,  should  it  be  rendered 
necessary  by  the  appearance  of  his  pursuers. 
At  a  small  distance  from  him,  he  at  length  ob- 
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ed  two  peasants  at  work,  and  feding  well 
aasured  that  they  coald  know  nothing  of  the 
dismal  orerthrow  which  had  converted  so  many 
gallant  soldiers  and  gentlemen  into  fugitives 
and  outlaws,  whom  it  had  become  the  duty 
fl£  every  loyal  subject  to  seize  or  destroy,  he 
boldly  ventured  up  to  them,  and  inquired  the 
way  to  the  sea-coast,  or  the  town  of  Lyme. 
Expressing  no  small  amazement  at  the  latter 
part  of  the  question,  since  as  they  told  him,  the 
place  was  '^  right  dean  away  all  across  the 
country,^  they  added  that  he  was  only  a  few 
miles  from  Pool,  and  pointed  out  to  him  in 
what  direction  it  lay,  for  which  information  he 
thanked  them,  and  continued  his  flight  with  as 
much  speed  as  be  could  exert.  Still  the  coun- 
try retained  the  same  open  shelterless  charac- 
ter, until  as  the  shades  of  evening  began  to 
gather  around  him,  he  observed  with  satisfac- 
tkm  that  he  was  approaching  a  range  of  encb- 
sares,  trees,  and  plantations,  crossed  by  lofty 
hedges,  and  dotted  here  and  there  with  cot- 
tiers' hovels.  As  he  drew  near  to  this  wel- 
cotne  spot,  hoping  that   it   might   afford   him 
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some  secure  hiding-place  for  the  night,  liis  heat 
and  thirst,  which  the  remainder  of  the  Lmd- 
lord^s  tankard  had  hecn  insufficient  to  aUaj, 
induced  him  to  stop  for  a  moment  to  gather 
some  unripe  blackberries  from  a  low  spreading 
bramble-bush.  On  leaning  over  for  this  pur- 
pose, the  earth  gave  way  beneath  |]is  foot,  am! 
he  fell  suddenly  forward,  through  tlie  yielding 
bush  into  a  deep  hole,  which  had  probahly  been 
a  saw-pit  in  former  years  when  timber  \\sd 
"been  felled  in  the  neigiiboarmg  copse,  though 
it  was  now  so  completely  overgrown  by  the 
brambles  which  had  struck  root  on  either  side^ 
as  well  as  by  rank  grass  and  weeds,  that  no  one 
could  have  suspected  its  existence. 

He  had  received  no  other  injury  in  the  f«B 
than  a  few  slight  scratches,  and  was  preparing 
to  scramble  out  again,  as  well  as  he  could,  when 
it  occurred  to  him  that  as  the  place  vtas  luckily 
dry,  sheltered  in  some  degree  from  the  elementa, 
whose  assaults,  however,  were  not  much  to  be 
dreaded  in  the  month  of  July,  and  afforded  a 
better  security  against  discovery  than  he  would 
be  likely  to  obtain  elsewhere,  he  could  not  be- 
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itow  himself  more  digiblj  for  the  preaeot 
than  in  the  bur  upon  which  he  had  thus  ocd- 
dcntaHj  stumUed*  Night,  he  waa  well  aware, 
waa  the  only  season  in  which  he  could  with 
safety  steal  his  way  towards  Lyme,  a  point  that 
oo  several  accounts  he  was  most  anxious  to 
seach ;  but  he  was  now  too  much  exhausted  to 
Gvawl  any  Dsrther,  and  had  equal  need  of  re* 
freshment  and  repose.  Moistening  his  mouth, 
dierefore,  with  some  of  the  green  berries  that 
Conned  a  thick  canopy  over  his  head,  and  mak- 
ii^  a  meal  upon  his  biscuits,  which  hunger  ren- 
dered palatable,  he  communed  for  some  time 
with  his  own  sad  thoughts,  and  then  wrapfung 
his  doak  around  him,  he  stretched  himself  upon 
the  bottom  of  the  pit,  where  he  presently  for- 
got all  his  anxieties  and  dangers  in  a  profound 
sleep. 

At  daybreak,  however,  he  awoke,  and  imme- 
diately began  to  peer  on  all  sides  through  the 
interstices  of  the  bramble-bush,  to  sec  whether 
there  were  any  appearances  of  pursuit.  All 
was  bulled  and  motionless,  the  cattle  had  not 
arisen  from  their  grassy  beds,  there  was  no 
It  5 
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imoke  from  the  cottagers^  hovels,  even  the  lark 
had  not  yet  ftprung  upwards  from  the  dew; 
every  thing  seemed  to  be  still  sleeping  in  the 
grey  twilight.  After  he  had  gazed  around  him 
in  this  manner  for  a  short  time,  he  observed  a 
roan  in  a  peasant^s  dress  creeping  along  one  of 
the  avenues,  skirted  with  peas,  oats,  and  fen, 
until  he  reached  the  outbounds  of  the  enclt)- 
sures,  when  he  crouched  down  and  threw  a  fur- 
tive glance  over  the  open  country,  as  if  to  as> 
certain  whether  he  might  safely  venture  forth. 
Stealthily  as  he  had  advanced,  and  scarcely  au- 
dible as  had  been  his  footfall,  it  had  occasioned 
It  hare  to  start  from  her  form  beside  him,  and 
make  her  escape  through  the  oats  with  a  rust- 
ling noifle ;  which  so  scared  the  scarer  of  the 
animal,  that  he  slunk  timidly  back  along  the 
avenue,  and  disappeared  ere  Reuben  could  ob* 
tain  a  glimpse  of  his  face.  Not  above  ten  mi- 
nutes, however,  had  elapsed,  when  he  observed 
the  same  figure  stealing  up  another  lane  to- 
wards tlie  outbounds  immediately  op|>osite  to 
bis  place  of  concealment.  Here  he  again  stooped 
down,  looking  eagerly  to  the  right  and  left,  as 


he  bad  done  hAm ;  mt  which  momcot  the  rsys 
of.  the  Jruug  mid  failing  upon  his  face»  betray- 
ed the  weil-known  features  ai  the  Duke  of 
Manmouth. 

Although  Beuben  had  quitted  the  iield  of 
hattle  a  full  hour  later  than  the  Prince,  it 
dwaced  that  he  had  fled  along  the  same  road, 
vlnch  was,,  indeed,  the  only  one  unoocufued  by 
ike  royal  troops,  and  had  accidentally  betaken 
hi-**'^  to  the  sane  part  of  the  country  for 
MAige.  Notwithstanding  all  the  fatigues  of 
die  peevious  day«  the  unfortunate  Monmouth 
had  Dot  been  able  to  olatain  a  single  moment^s 
deep,  and  his  wan  and  haggard  looks,  render- 
ed the  more  conspicuous  by  their  contraftt  tu 
hia  customary  beauty  and  vivacity,  attested  at 
once  the  exhaustion  of  his  body  and  the  wretch- 
edness of  his  mind.  Upon  reaching  the  en- 
of  the  enclosures,  he  bad,  for  their 
security,  separated  himself  from  Lord 
Giej,  and  one  of  his  friends,  a  Drandenburgher, 
who  had  hitherto  accompanied  him;  and  strik- 
ing into  the  avenues,  had  wandered  about  till 
nig^t^all,  when  he  threw  himself  into  a  ditch. 
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overcome  with  fatigue  nnd  despjurinpr  thou^htfiy 
whose  very  excess  prevented  his  obtaining'  the 
sleep  tiint  alone  could  remedy  them.  Here  in 
the  silence  and  darkness  of  the  night,  lie  mat 
stung  to  the  heart  by  the  most  poignant  regrets 
for  the  pasty  while  the  future  was  haunted  by 
a  thousand  images  of  horror.  Remorse,  shame, 
and  terror  tore  his  bosom  by  turns.  He  bad 
sacrificed  his  dearest  friends  and  a  gaUant 
army  to  a  project  which  he  now  felt  to  have 
been  as  desperate  and  hopeless,  as  it  was  utter- 
ly unfounded  in  any  claim  of  right  or  justice: 
he  had  tarnished  and  destroyed  that  militavy 
glory  which  it  had  been  the  darling  object  of  hift 
soul  to  acquire;  he  saw  no  chance  of  escape; 
he  was  a  miserable,  destitute  outcast,  in  that 
very  country  of  which  he  had  madly  proclaim- 
ed himself  the  King;  while  the  whole  tenour<]/ 
his  life,  but  more  especially  the  rancorous  pro- 
clamation he  had  so  recently  issued,  whispered 
to  him  that  he  had  no  hope  of  mercv  from  a 
monarch,  cruel  by  nature,  and  aggravated  bv 
a  long  succession  of  the  most  flagrant  wrongs 
and  insults. 
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Bnt  diat  wfakh  shot  the  most  thrilling  puig 
to  his  hesit,  and  oocmaioned  tears  of  mingled 
tenderness  and  anguish  to  burst  from  his  eyes, 
vas  the  recollectkm  of  the  happiness  which,  for 
the  first  time  in  bis  whole  turbulent  career, 
be  had  been  enjoying  in  the  lociety  of  Ladj 
Harriot  Wentworth,  a  lady  who  had  sacrificed 
every  thing  for  his  love,  and  to  whom  he  was 
paMkmately  attached  in  return ;  when  the  suj^ 
geidans  of  Argyle,  Ferguson,  and  others,  and 
die  pliability  and  weakness  of  his  own  nature, 
ever  yielding  to  the  judgment  of  those  that 
mnounded  him,  had  seduced  him  from  the  de> 
I^fats  of  mutual  affection,  and  the  bosom  of 
domestic  peace,  into  that  wild  project  of  ambi- 
tioD  which  threatened  soon  to  terminate  in  his 
jgnominious  death.  A  thousand  times,  as  his 
dioughts  reverted  to  the  dear  object  of  his  attach- 
flsent,  did  he  curse  the  advisers  that  had  tempted 
Irim  with  rach  sinister  counsels,  and  himself  for 
being  weak  enough  to  listen  to  them  ;  while  in 
the  next  moment  he  implored  the  pardon  of 
heftTcn  for  his  imprecations,  and  besought  its 
aid  in  extricating  him  from  the  destruction  that 
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seemed  to  menace  hira  on  every  side.  Such  had 
been  the  agonizing  conftict  of  his  feelings,  which, 
combining  witli  liis  deplorable  plight  in  a  damp 
ditch,  had  deprived  him  of  sleep,  and  imparted 
to  his  features  a  haggard  and  woe- worn  charac- 
ter, that  excited  the  deepest  commiseration  in 
the  bosom  of  Reuben  08  he  gazed  upon  hit 
face,  and  watched  his  timid,  stealthy  movements. 
Disguised  as  he  now  saw  him,  in  the  sorry  gad) 
of  a  peasant,  soiled  with  mud,  pale  with  watch- 
fulness and  anguish,  and  terrified  at  every  rust- 
ling of  a  leaf,  lleuben  recalled  the  recent  day 
when  he  had  beheld  him  at  Taunton  glitter- 
ing in  armour,  radiant  with  youthful  beauty, 
mounted  on  a  stately  charger,  heading  a  gaUant 
army,  and  surrounded  by  enthusiastic  multi- 
tudes, who  hailed  him  as  their  deliverer  and 
their  king :  and  the  sad  contrast  smote  upon  his 
heart  with  a  withering  sensation,  that  made  him 
utterly  forget  his  own  perilous  plight  in  his 
anxiety  to  assist  the  Prince. 

While  he  was  cx>nsidering  in  what  way  his 
services  could  be  rendered  available,  he  observed 
the  object  of  his  solicitude  kneel  down,  take 


I 


a  psper  froin  hu  boMoa,  unfold  it,  kist  it  de- 
VDodj,  pms  it  to  his  bent,  and  then  throw  up 
la  ejes  to  hearen  as  if  in  earnest  supptication. 
bowing  his  passioiiate  attachment  to  the  Isdj 
we  have  mentioned,  he  concluded  it  to  be  her 
siniatUTe,  and  that  he  was  imploring  for  her  the 
protection  of  Heaven,  should  he  himself  be  pre- 
vented by  death  from  rejoining  her.  Alas !  it 
was  a  written  charm  against  danger,  which  the 
superstitious  Prince  had  purchased  from  a  cele- 
brated Dutch  astrologer,  and  he  was  now  ap- 
pealing to  its  mediation  with  the  sky,  for  assist- 
ing hia  escape,  should  he  venture  forth  out  of 
the  encloGuzes,  and  make  for  the  sea-coast. 

Notwithstanding  this  supernatural  protection, 
wfaidi  he  carefully  returned  to  his  bosom,  he 
still  stood  irresolute,  looking  every  way,  and 
ainad  to  quit  the  covert;  when  Reuben  at  length 
determined  to  speak  to  him,  and  inquire  whe- 
ther he  could  render  him  any  assistance.  For  a 
moment  he  was  undecided  how  to  address  him. 
The  title  of  Majesty,  by  which  he  had  been 
always  recently  accosted,  would  sound  like  a 
rkery  when  applied  to  him  in  his  present 
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forlorn  circumstances,  and  he  therefore  vei 

to  reduce  him  to  his  former  rank,  by  callij 

in  a  loud  whispering  voice>  *'  My  lord  1 

my   lord   Duke !"   But    the   first  accent 

scarcely  escaped  his  lips,  when  the  unfbrl 

Monniuutli,  to  whose    eager  ear  every 

carac   fraught   with  death,    rushed    dowi 

avenue  with  all  the  speed  of  terror,  an 

quickly  lost  in  the  thick  overgrowth  of- 

closures. 

His  thoughts  now  reverting  to  his  own 

tion,    Reuben   began   to  consider  when 

would  be  better  to  betake  himself  to  the  ( 

which  from  its  extent  offered  a  more  nun 

choice  of  hiding  places,  or  remain  where  ] 

I 
till  night-fall,  at  which  time  he  had  resol 

make  a  bold  push  for  the  coast.    A  few  nu 

reflection  decided  him  to  lie  perdu  in  his  p 

lair,  which  as  it  only  constituted  a  loi* 

tary    bush,    apparently    insufficient    to 

and  hide   a  human  being,  would   be  lik 

escape  suspicion  and   search,   while  the 

nires  would  be  sure  to  be  surrounded,  a 

undergo  a  strict  scrutiny.     He  was  at 
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fa  proriaoDS,  and  although  he  alreadj  began  to 
be  ptrdted  with  a  thirst  for  which  tlie  green 
bmes  only  alTorded  a  momentary  relief,  he 
thought  he  might  well  endure  this  slight  incon- 
TOueDce  for  a  single  day,  especially  as  his  pati-* 
CDce  in  this  respect  might  perhaps  ensure  the  pre- 
KTvadoD  of  his  life.  Remaining  thus  concealed 
■ad  peeping  through  the  leafy  loop-holes  of  his 
little  arbour,  he  saw  the  cottagers  trudge  forth 
to  their  customary  occupations,  he  marked  the 
whitewood  smoke  of  their  hovels  curling  upwards 
to  besTeo,  and  showing  in  full  relief  against  the 
tall  trees  of  the  enclosures  ;  and  as  its  not  un- 
pletsiDt  odour  was  wafted  to  him  by  the  wind, 
be  ooald  not  help  sending  his  thoughts  to  the 
(^met  fire-sides  whence  it  proceeded,  and  wishing 
™t  he  could  claim  the  protection  of  some  such 
«>ntttic  altar  for  himself.  Though  their  pro- 
P^  appeared  alow,  the  hours  still  slipped 
•^y:  from  the  position  of  the  sun  he  saw  that 
"^  Qoon  had  arrived:  all  was  quiet  around 
™*  as  far  as  his  eye  could  reach  he  discovcr- 
^  Qothing  that  indicated  pursuit  or  danger ; 
^  Duke  presented  himself  no  more  from  the 
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enclosures ;  none  but  a  few  peasants  at  their 
labour  were  to  be  seen  in  the  open  coun- 
try; he  heard  no  sound  but  the  song  of  the 
free  and  happy  birds,  whose  lot  he  eDTicd 
while  he  lit^tened  to  their  strains,  and  lie  reco> 
vered  confidence  and  hope  in  the  persiiatioQ 
tliat  he  should  renuun  unmolested  till  the  night, 
when,  by  pushing  for  the  coast,  he  might  per- 
liaps  be  fortunate  enough  to  make  his  escape  bj 
sea. 

This  pleasant  delusion  was  doomed  to  be 
of  short  continuance ;  ere  another  hour  had 
elapsed,  he  discerned  with  no  small' constella- 
tion, a  body  of  men  moving  towards  him,  whom* 
as  they  approached,  he  distinctly  recognized  for 
a  party  of  foot  soldiers,  headed  by  a  mounted 
officer.  He  felt  that  the  hour  of  peril  was  no« 
indeed  at  hand,  and  while  he  resolved  to  neglect 
no  precaution  that  might  contribute  to  hk 
escape,  he  prepared  himself  for  a  dcsperatt 
resistance,  however  hopeless  might  be  the  cott- 
testf  determining  if  possible  not  to  be  takctt 
alive.     He  called  to  mind  the  recent  speech  of 


er  to  pardon  you ;"  to  which  tlio  iindaiinti'd 
>ner  replied,  "  I  know  it  is  i^ir,  ()ut  it  is 
In  your  nature.^  Sharing  thi«convicti(in  of 
Monarch's  unforgiving  temper,  and  antici- 
ag  no  mercy  if  he  should  be  taken,  he  wished 
MOV  bis  beloved  parents  (of  whofio  cxiMence 
TCtum  to  England  he  ever  fondly  cherished 
belief)  the  ignominy  of  his  public  execution; 
e  his  own  feelings  suggested  to  him  that  it 
more  glorious  to  perish  with  arms  in  his 
I,  than  to  be  manacled,  insulted,  imprisoned, 
finally  hung  up  like  a  common  felon. 
ler  die  influence  of  these  mingled  feelings,  he 
cflvd  a  quantity  of  the  long,  rank  gross  that 
r  at  the  sides  of  the  pit,  which  he  strewed 
dj  orer  his  bead  to  prevent  his  being  be- 
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most  likely  to  elude  detection,  he  graspeii  -tf 
loaded  pistol  in  eadi  hand  and  resolutely ^ 
avaited  his  doom. 

-The  military  party  consisted  of  a  detacliment 
of  the  Sussex  milida,  headed  by  Lord  Luenleyi 
who  rode  forward   till  he   came   within  a  feir 
paces  of  Reuben^s  place  of  concealment,  rtfcaiw 
noitered  the  enclosures  for  a  moment,  and  thcv 
csidered  his  men  to   disperse    themselves  aaif 
take  possession  of  all  the  avenues  and  outm^ 
Loosening  his  rcin>  that  his  horse  might  nibhll* 
tlie  grass,  he  remained  in  this  position  for  sonw 
time,    occasionally  calling  out    to  the  soldicfV 
what  |)oints  to  occupy^  wliile  he  moistened  bir 
palate  with   the  contents  of  a  small  leatbei* 
fiask,  a  refreshment  which  the  exceeding  sultrili 
ness  of  the  weather  seemed  to  render  pcculiai^ 
acceptable.     His  horse,  appearing  to  be  equaltj 
well  satisfied  with  his  raeal,  and  having  cme  leg 
always  stretched  out  before  him,  kept  grudualjc 
eating  his  way  towards  the  mouth  of  the 
until  another  step  would  have  probably 
sioned  the  banks  to  give  way  beneath  his  wei 
and  have  inevitably  produced  a  discovery 


M ;  *'  Uft!  Trevanian,  is  it  jou  't'^  he  ex- 
1,  '*  where  is  your  company  ?  Have  you 
1  the  aouthcvD  side  of  the  encloBurefl  ?"* 
^•.JiBie  betn  tbete  thia  half  hour,  my 
tdjepiied  the  party  thtia  addressed—- 
If  ootiet  is  ao  strictly  guarded  on  that 
IhH^boC  Cfcn  a  fox  can  eicape,  so  that  if 
ihstiMve  not  passed  through  in  the  ntght» 
•da  ibr  the  coast,  we  nuiy  defy  him  lo 
1 4fae  slip ;  although  this  wild  covert  is  so 
If  tmigled  and  overgrown,  where  it  is 
Hwd  by  the  hedges  and  deep  ditches  at 
Dtlsr^  enclosures,  that  we  had  need  of 
iiof  hounds  to  unkennel  him." 
would  not  give  a  ducat  for  his  life,^  said 
Ifimiley,   <*and  I  would  bet  my  roan 
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is  as  dusty  as  the  ring  in  the  Park,  but 

^^«  not,  unludcily,  aDother  drop  wherewith 

if 

^^ere  I  still  a  schoolboy,  now,"   said  Tre- 

LJi,  "  I  might  crush  a  sour  but  welcome 

out  of  these  unripe  blackberries,  and  as  it 

may  serve  to  cool  my  mouth,   and  r^ 

it  from  the  taste  of  dust."    So  saying,  he 

out  his  hand,  and  plucked  a  bunch 

B  few  inches  of  Reuben's  head,  who  held 

^3reatfa,  and  grasped  his  pistol  more  firmly, 

full  expectation  that  he  would  tumble 

into  the  pit ;  and  that  in  a  few  seconds 

diey  would  both  be  engaged  in  a  scuffle 

Yife  and  death,  within   its  narrow  bounds. 

itely  for  all  parties,    the    crude    fruit 

distasteful  to  the  gatherer,  who  spat  it 

•gain,  and  turning  to  Lord  Lumley,  pio- 

that  they  should  proceed  immediately  to 

••■^l  the  men  whom  they  were  to  lead  into  the 

*  ^kclosures  in  search  of  the  Birming^iam  Prince. 

A'  ™*Lordship  assented,  and  to  the  inexpressible 

^     \l  '^rf  of  Reuben's  mind,  who  had  been  upon 

^\  '^tttbooks  dunng  the  whole  of  the  'conversa- 
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don,  they  moved  forward,  and  joined  the  loi- 
dien  stationed  at  the  outbound  of  the  covert. 

From  his  leafy  windows  he  now  watched  the 
men  with  an  intense  interest,  as  they  strictljr 
beleagured    the  avenues,  and  occasionally  di^ 
patched  small  bands  in  different  directions  to 
beat  up  the  interior  of  the  enclosure,  a  duty  to 
which  all  parties  appeared  to  address  theni«elTti 
with  the  greatest  zeal  and  activity.     From  tinw 
to  time  he  heard  the  voices  of  the  Boldiers  in  tht 
diifcrent  brakes  and  thickets  baUooing  to  ooe 
another,  or  cauglit  the  sound  of  crashing  bou^u 
as  they  beat  the  bushes  with  their  muskeia ;  but 
nothing  as  yet  indicated  that  they  had  made 
any  discovery  of  the  Duke ;  and  as  to  himcelfi 
he  trusted  that  the  worst  of  his  danger  was  nov 
over,  since  if  they  remained  thus  occupied  till 
night-fall,  he  might  steal  from  his  lurkiag-plaoe, 
atid  l>estow  himself  in  some  less  suspected  spot 
Wliile  he  was  thus  congratulating   liimself,  t 
small  spaniel  belonging  to  one  of  the  officen, 
which  had  for  some  time  been  questiag  back- 
words  and  forwards,  came  up  to  that  side  of  the 
pit  which  was  the  farthest  from  the  eocloaurc*, 
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mtd  preflendy  dkmvenag  that  it  cooUioed  some 
imenitoiiMuy  teiiHit>  eommenced  a  most  ckmo- 
fauking.  That  he  should  he  betrayed  by 
imlneky  cur»  after  having  had  Mich  a  nar- 
cacape  from  fait  master,  pixn'ukcd  Reuben 
beyond  the  bounds  of  sufTerance.  Could 
fee-lteve  shot  the  brawling  whelp,  witliout  co- 
aming disco'rery  by  the  noise  of  the  report, 
■■MJiwfcg  would  have  delighted  him  more  than  to 
aduBUi  him  for  ever;  as  it  was,  he  suddenly 
Mfetdi^  forth  his  arm,  struck  him  slmrply 
■^Ui  bis  pistol,  and  the  frightened  animal  sluuk 
ydptAg  away,  without  having  excited  any  notice 
dboBg  the  soldiery,  whose  attention  was  exclu- 
iEvrij  devoted  to  the  enclosures, 
'^^his  was  the  last  alarm  that  Reuben  was 
ioomed  to  experience  on  that  most  anxious 
mI  agitating  day.  With  the  delight  of  OM 
^Ik»  looks  forward  to  the  darkness  as  a  period 
of  M  least  temporary  emancipation  from  mi- 
ttrf  md  danger,  he  saw  the  sun  slowly  sink 
Aswn  behind  the  cabins  that  skirted  tlie  en- 
abanre^  and  hailed  the  gathering  shades  c£ 
vifjb^  beneath  whose  conccaimcnt   he  hoped 
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to  Steal  away  unobserved.    As  the  gloom  con. 
tinucd  deepening,  he  watched,  as  long  as  he  wa» 
able,  the  movements  of  the  soldiers,  not  sorry 
to  gather  from  their  gestures,   and   from  such 
portions   of  their   discourse   as   now   and  then 
reached   his  ear,   that  they  had  been   all  un- 
successful   in    their    search.      It    was  possible, 
he  thought,  that  the   Duke  might  have  made 
his  escape  from  the  opposite  side   of  the   en* 
closures,    an  idea  that  inspired  him  with  fresh 
confidence   in   his   own    deliverance,    especially 
when  he  should  be  favoured  by  tlie  night.     A» 
the  darkness,  however,  set  in.  Lord  Luniley 
ordered  all  liia   men   from  the  interior  of  the 
covert,  stationed  a  guard  at  every  outlet,  ap- 
pointed  sentinels  and  piquets   at  a  few  yards 
distance,    all  round   the  place,  directetl  subal- 
terns  to  go  the   rounds  every  half  hour,  with 
fresh  soldiers  for  the  relief,  and  enjoined  to  all 
his  men  the  strictest  watchfulness  and  vigilanoe 
upon  pain  of  the  most   se\'ere  and  summsrj 
punishment.     To  Keubcn^s  inexpressible  disap- 
pointment one   of  these   sentinels  was  plnntcv! 
so  near   to  him,  that  even   upon  the  grass  lie 
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id  hear  the  trunping  of  his  feet,  as  he 
^died  backwatds  and  forwards ;  others  were 
iooed  at  a  trifling  distance:  the  night 
ved  by  no  means  so  dark  as  he  could 
«  wished;  to  scramble  out  of  the  pit  on- 
such  circumstances,  without  giving  an  alarm 
aloDg  the  line,  would  be  utterly  impossible ; 
re  was  at  least  a  chance  of  escape  by 
>M«my  perdut  which  would  be  wantonly 
own  away  by  an  attempt  at  runm'ng  the 
mtlet  through  such  a  train  of  sentries ;  and 
li^  no  alternative  left  but  to  pass  another 
bt  in  his  present  hiding-place,  he  reluctantly 
mitted  to  necessity. 

EVmpped  up  in  hin  cloak,  stretched  along 
bottom  of  the  pit,  occasionally  giving  way 
iesponding  thoughts,  now  forgetting  himself 
a  few  minutes'  uneasy  s]uml)er,  and  again 
aUed  to  a  consciousness  of  his  perilous  plight 
the  noise  of  the  soldiers,  ns  they  came  round 
rdieve  guard ;  Reuben  was  not  sorry  when 
;  night,  whose  appn>ach  he  had  hailed  with 
much  expectation,  wore  slowly  away,  and  the 
ming  once  more  threw  a  dim  glimmering  of 
N  S 
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light  around  his  miserable  sleeping-place.  With 
tiic  same  precautions  as  before,  he  again  put 
himself  upon  the  watch,  and  observed  that  at 
soon  as  the  sun  had  risen  above  the  horizoOy 
the  sentries  were  withdrawn,  and  again  dispatdi- 
ed  among  the  trees^  bushes,  and  underwood,  to 
resume  their  search ;  while  guards  were  planted, 
as  before,  at  every  avenue. 

Soon  after  they  hat!  thus  dispersed  them* 
selves,  a  peasant  girl  hurried  out  of  a  hovel  in 
pursuit  of  a  runaway  calf,  calling  out  to  tbe 
soldiers  stationed  at  the  nearest  outlet  to  stop 
it.  One  of  them  accordingly  seized  the  halter 
by  which  the  animal  had  been  secured,  and  led 
it  up  to  its  pursuer  at  a  small  distance  from 
Reuben;  \«hen  the  girl,  starting  back  and  clap- 
ping her  hands  together,  exclaimed,  "  O  the 
Fathers!  what  do  I  zee?  —  zure  thee  bee* 
Henry  Parkin  ?" 

*' Amy  Ferrant  f  ejaculated  the  soldier  in 
return  ; — "  'od's  heart !  gi'  us  a  buss,  wench ; 
for  I  be  main  glad  to  clap  eyes  upon  'cc  onot 
more."  ' 

From   the  short   conversation   that   ensocd, 


■een  lovers, 
crooked  sixpence  had  been 
t  the  swain,  finding  himself 
f,  and  seeing  no  better  cure 
hi*  love,  had  quitted  the  county,  and  en- 
io  the  Siufiex  Militia.  After  some  mutual 
terrainated  by  a  reconciliation  and 
tvcnoa  \usSf  the  Kildier  inquired  of  his  sweet- 
han  whether  she  had  seen  or  heard  any 
ia%  of  die  Brummagem  King,  who  was  sus- 
fBtSed  of  being  coocealed  in  the  enclosures^ 
^pdwr  with  aome  other  of  the  fading  rebel& 
1W  girl,  who  hod  really  something  of  impor- 
iMEc  io  communicate,  but  was  much  too  tender- 
iMrtCfl  to  bring  any  fellow-creature  into  trou- 
Ik,  if  she  could  avoid  it,  blushed  deeply  at  the 
■Mirian,  declaring,  at  the  same  time,  that  slie 
U  Hen  *'^  nothing  in  the  \bt^  world — no, 
Att.  ibe  was  2ure  she  hadn*t"  When  her  lover, 
itwinu,  pfooeeded  to  state  that  a  reward  of 
five  thousand  pounds  had  been  proclaimed  for 
ibe  Duke^«  apprehension ;  that  he  wus  one  of 
fivc-aiul-twentj  soldiers  who  bad  agreed,  if  any 
mt  of  them  took  him,  to  divide  the  whole  sum 
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among  them,  so  as  to  secure  two  hundred  pounds 
to  each ;  and  added,  tliat  if  he  were  fortunate 
enough  to  come  in  for  a  share,  he  would  marry 
her  and  make  a  lady  of  her;  the  poor  girr» 
compassion  for  a  stranger  was  not  proof  agaiiut 
her  love  for  Henry,  especially  when  the  visioDS 
of  splendour  embodied  in  the  idea  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds,  anil  in  Iier  becoming  ft  fine  ladr, 
flitted  at  the  same  time  before  her.  **  BetPu 
*ee  in  right  down  earnest,  and  woo'st  'ee  swear 
to  it?^  inquired  the  damsel  eagerly^  and  with 
sparkling  eyea.  The  sohhcr  bound  himself  by 
the  required  adjuration ;  when  his  mistress  re- 
vealed to  him  tliat,  as  she  was  in  \}ic  cowhouse 
at  daybreak  that  morning,  she  heard  a  slight 
noise  in  the  adjoining  lane;  and  looking  through 
a  chink  in  the  building,  saw  a  strange  man, 
dressed  like  a  peasant,  who  took  a  clasp-knife 
from  liis  pocket,  and  drawing  o£F  liis  glove  for 
the  purjKise  of  opening  it,  she  observed  that  his 
hand  was  as  white  as  a  lily,  and  tJiat  he  had  a 
glittering  diamond  ring  upon  his  finger.  She 
added,  that  be  was  a  beautiful  man,  although 
his  face  was  mortal  pale;    that  he  had  black 
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culling  hair;  and  that,  after  he  had  cut  a  quan- 
tity of  fern,  he  gathered  it  up,  and  rctreateti 
cautiously  down  the  hme. 

**  It  be  the  Bnunnuigem  King,  as  zure  as  a 
gm  r*  cried  the  soldier,  snapping  his  fingers  all 
the  way,  as  he  hurried  back  to  communicate  to 
some  of  bis  four-and-twenty  partners  the  im- 
portant intelligence  he  had  received ;  while 
Amy,  unconsciously  letting  go  the  halter  of  the 
odf  which  she  had  come  out  on  purpose  to 
neorer,  walked  slowly  back  to  the  cottage  with- 
out it,  lost  in  more  delicious  dreams  of  grandeur 
tbaa  ever  delighted  the  imagination  of  the  castle- 
building  milkmaid  in  the  fable. 

In  the  conviction  that  the  stranger  she  had 
seen  in  the  manner  described  was  indeed  no 
other  than  the  Duke,  Rcuben^s  heart  sank  within 
him  ;  for  he  knew  that  the  place  had  been  since 
too  closely  beset  by  the  troops  to  allow  the  pos- 
sibility of  his  withdrawing  himself,  and  he  al- 
ready gave  him  up  for  lost.  Some  hours  of  the 
most  painful  suspense  ensued,  during  which  his 
^es  were  intently  fixed  upon  the  enclosures,  in 
the  vain  endeavour  to  ascertain  what  was  going 
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on  within  them.  At  about  eleven  o'clock,  how- 
ever, a  shout  of  triumph  from  the  interior  of 
the  covert  announced  the  successful  terminatian 
of  the  search.  Stimulated  at  once  by  the  love 
of  Amy,  of  gold,  and  of  glory,  and  furnished 
with  a  clue  by  the  statement  of  bis  mistres, 
Henry  Parkin  had  at  last  discovered  the  unfor- 
tunate prince  lying  in  a  ditch  beneath  a  pile  of 
fern,  which  might  have  effectually  answered  the 
purpose  of  concealment  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended, had  he  not  been  overlooked  while  cut- 
ting it  in  the  morning.  Worn  out  with  faligne, 
hunger,  and  anxiety,  human  nature  could  en- 
dure no  more :  the  wretched  Monmouth,  suf- 
fering himself  to  be  seized  without  resistance 
by  a  single  soldier,  burst  into  tears,  and  fainted 
away  ! 

Several  of  Farkin'*s  comrades  being  sum- 
moned to  his  assistance,  had  set  up  the  shout 
of  triumph  that  Reuben  had  heard,  and  he  now 
saw  them  emerging  from  the  covert  with  the 
fainting  Duke  in  their  arms,  whom  they  de- 
posited upon  the  grass,  and  dispatched  one  of 
their  company  to  inform  the  commanding  ofBcer 
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«f  his  mrrest.  Lord  Lumley,  Cq>tain  Treva- 
nan,  and  otbers>  soon  ran  to  the  spot,  when  the 
ibrmer,  ordering  some  water  to  be  instantly 
brought  to  assist  in  the  recovery  of  his  prisoner^ 
directed  that  his  pockets  should  be  searched 
and  emptied.  In  one  were  found  spells  against 
daoger,  songs,  and  prayers  in  his  own  hand- 
writing, papers  indicative  of  the  ambition,  plea- 
sure, and  superstition,  to  which  his  mind  was 
addicted.  From  another  were  produced  ad^ect- 
iiig  eridences  of  the  extremes  of  human  life  to 
which  he  had  been  subjected  ;  the  green  pease 
soatched  from  the  fields,  on  which  he  had  sup- 
ported himself  since  the  battle,  and  the  diamond 
George,  that  had  so  often  s])arkled  at  his  side 
when  he  formed  the  ornament  of  his  father'^s 
court,  and  which  he  had  last  worn  on  the  day 
of  his  triumphal  entry  into  Taunton. 

Parkin,  the  soldier  who  had  been  dispatched 
to  procure  water,  ran  to  the  cottage  of  his  mis- 
tress, where,  with  infinite  exultation  having  re- 
counted his  exploit,  and  stated  the  purpose  of 
his  present  visit,  Amy  filled  a  small  mug  from 
the  bucket,  and  hastened  to  the  spot,  upon 
m5 
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which  a  little  band  of  officers  and  soldiers  stood 
surrounding  their  still  insensible  prisoner.     The 
sight  of  the  Duke,  however,  stretched  motiou- 
less  upon  the  grass ;  the  singular  l>eauty  of  his 
features,  which   not  even  his   temporary  deaih 
could    obliterate ;    and    the   diamond    George, 
which,  by  rccaHing  to  her  mind  his  royal  dig- 
nity, seemed  to  render  his  seizure  a  species  of 
sacrilege  as  well  as  cruelty,  combined  to  shoot 
such  a  pang  of  compunction  to  her  tender  heart, 
that  letting  fall  the  mug  of  water,  and  grasping 
her  lover  with  both   hands,   partly  to   support 
herself,  and  partly  a-s  if  to  arrest  him,  she  ex- 
claimetl,  "  O  Henry  !  Henry  !  thee  hastn^t  been 
such  a  rogue  as  to  seiz*'n,  hast'ee?" 

"  'Odds  pittikins  f  he  replied,  "  this  is  rare! 
Didn't  'ee  tell  me  thyself  how  to  vind  'n  ?  leodi 
I  should  never  have  thoft  he  was  in  the  ditdi) 
if  it  hadn't  been  for  the  vcni  thee  zeedst''n  cut, 
and  which  was  straw*d  all  over  'n." 

"  Well-a-day  !  well-a-day  !"  exclaimed  Amy, 
"  I  never  was  adreamt  of  all  this^n,  or  I  would 
ha^  bit  my  tongue  off  avore  I  told  "ee.  Zuch  a 
beautiful  gentleman  too,  and  zuch  a  white  skin! 
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Poor  creaCure !  poor  creature !  what  will  they 
do  wi'  un,  I  wonder." 

"  Why  chop  his  head  offy  to  be  zure/  re- 
plied the  seedier. 

^'  Oh  the  blood-thirsty  yillains  T  cried  Amy, 
^  would  they  dare  to  do  zuch  a  thing  as  that^n  ?*" 
— She  let  go  hold  of  her  lover,  and  pressang 
both  hands  upon  her  bo6(»ny  exckumed,  "  How 
my  poor  heart  do  thump  and  thump,  as  if  it 
were  godng  to  break  through  !'*  For  nome 
moments  she  strove  to  suppress  her  emotions, 
but  another  glance  at  the  wan,  motionless  Duke, 
and  the  self-reproaching  thought  that  slie  had 
been  the  cause  of  his  seizure,  completely  over- 
came her;  she  burst  into  a  passion  of  loud 
imgovemable  weeping,  and  walked  rapidly  back 
to  the  cottage,  sobbing  violently,  trying  in  vain 
to  dry  her  eyes  with  the  comers  of  her  apron, 
and  utterly  deaf  to  the  consolations  of  her  lover, 
who  walked  by  her  side,  reminding  her  of  the 
two  hundred  |x>unds  he  should  have,  and  urg- 
ing her  to  fix  the  day  of  their  marriage. 

A  cordial  having  been  poured  down  the 
Duke^s   throat,  he   soon   recovered,  and  being 
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placed  upon  a  liorse,  vf&a  conveyed  to  Pool,  and 
thence  under  a  strong  escort  to  the  Tower  of 
London.  On  the  following  morning  he  was 
taken  hy  water  to  Whitehall,  ignouiinouBly  led 
through  the  palace  with  his  arms  pinioned  be- 
hind him,  and  conducted  to  the  apartments 
which  had  formerly  been  Chiffinch's,  wliere  he 
was  presently  visited  by  the  King,  accompanied 
by  his  two  secretaries.  Monmouth  fell  upon 
his  knees,  and  implored  his  life  in  the  most  ab- 
ject terms,  even  making  an  appeal  to  the  King's 
bigotry,  in  his  distrust  of  his  clemency,  by 
offering  to  become  a  Catholic.  Preserving  a 
stem  stlence  James  gave  him  a  declaration  to 
sign,  acknowledging  tlie  illegitimacy  of  his  birth. 
He  obeyed ;  the  King  then  desired  him  to  name 
all  his  accoinpliccsj  and  when  he  refusetl 
purchase  life  on  such  base  terms,  loaded  h 
with  reproaches,  until  the  Duke  started  fr 
the  ground  in  a  transport  of  passion,  and 
quitted  the  royal  presence  with  the  air  of 
an  equal. 

Relying  on  the  flatteries  of  a  fortuno-lellefr 
who  assured  hiui  that  if  he  outlived  a  cerli 
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day  be  wu  designed  by  Proridence  for  great 
tbangiy  Moomouth  wrote  to  his  uncle  to  implore 
MKitber  interview ;  but  the  notorious  Colonel 
Bloodj  who  seems  to  have  possessed  the  inex- 
plicalde  power,  both  in  tliis  and  the  preceding 
idgn,  of  perpetrating  with  impunity  whatever 
atiocitj  he  chose,  whether  directed  against  the 
]iQii^,  lua  courtiers,  or  his  crown,  obtained  pos- 
■tiriop  of  the  letter,  and  having  ascertained  its 
ooQtents,  carried  it  to  Sunderland.  The  latter 
fiearing  that  he  might  himself  become  implicated 
ia  hia  confessions,  should  the  prisoner  obtain 
another  interview,  destroyed  the  paper,  and  on 
the  following  morning  the  unfortunate  Duke, 
being  escorted  to  the  place  of  execution  by  the 
Guards  which  he  had  once  commanded,  was 
beheaded  upon  Tower  Hill,  in  the  midst  of  an 
immense  and  sympathizing  multitude  of  spec- 
tators. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

'i'o  Chloe  8  study  shall  we  go  ? 
(For  ladies  have  their  study  now,) 
Oh,  what  a  splendid  sight  is  there ! 
'Twould  make  the  dullest  hennit  stare : 
There  stand,  all  ranged  in  proud  array. 
Each  French  romance,  and  modem  play  ; 
Love's  magazine  of  flames  and  darts. 
Whole  histories  of  eyes  and  hearts : 
But,  oh  !  view  well  the  outward  scene,' 
You  11  never  need  to  look  within ; 
What  Chloe  loves  she  plainly  shows. 
For,  lo !  her  very  books  are  beaus. 

pKETionsLY  to  the  seizure  of  the  Duke  </ 
Monmouth,  the  German  who  hod  accompanied 
him  had  been  also  apprehended  at  the  opponte 
extremity  of  the  enclosures.  As  no  others  had 
been  seen  to  enter  tliem,  and  the  principal  ob- 
jects of  pursuit  were  at  all  events  secured,  the 
harassed  troops  were  withdrawn,  leaving  the 
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neighbourfaood  of  the  sequestered  covert^  which 
had  recently  been  the  scene  of  so  much  bustle 
and  anxiety,  to  the  rural  gossips  who  were  ga- 
diered  here  and  there  in  little  knots,  eagerly 
discussing  the  occurrences  of  the  morning,  and 
particularly  the  good  fortune  of  Amy*s  lover, 
and  her  approaching  marriage,  an  event  that 
exdted  among  them  a  not  less  lively  interest 
than  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  prince.  Reu- 
ben in  the  mean  while  remained  in  his  lurking 
place,  tormented  with  a  thirst  which  the  green 
berries  could  not  any  longer  relieve,  and  yet 
compelled  to  endure  his  imprisonment  till  the 
darkness  should  enable  him  to  escape.  To  oc- 
cupy the  intervening  time,  he  drew  from  his  poc- 
ket the  Bible  that  had  been  entrusted  to  him 
by  the  dying  combatant  at  Sedgemoor,  and  upon 
opening  it,  he  saw  inscribed  upon  the  first  leaf 
^"  Joel  Wardrop,  the  gift  of  his  dear  father, 
Malachi  Wardrop  C  but  without  any  address 
or  other  clue  that  might  enable  him  to  perform 
the  request  of  its  late  owner.  By  the  dim  light 
-admitted  into  his  hiding-place,  he  oontrived  to 
read  it  for  some  time,  and  when  the  deepening 
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gloom  compelled  him  to  desist,  he  had  the 
satisfaction  to  observe  that  the  peasants  were 
wending  homewards  from  their  labour  in  the 
fields:  the  sun  set  behind  the  trees;  the  bark 
of  the  fihecfvdogs  was  no  longer  heard ;  the 
shades  of  ui^ht  soon  gathered  around  him; 
nothing  remained  visibl.e  but  a  few  slragglinj 
lights  amid  the  cottages,  which  disappeared  one 
by  one;  and  when  he  judged  by  the  univeml 
silence  that  every  thing  was  buried  in  deep  re- 
pose, he  scrambled  out  of  the  pit.  After  having 
been  so  many  hours  buried,  as  it  were,  in  that 
narrow  grave,  he  seemed  to  have  recovered  a 
new  life  when  he  could  again  freely  use  bis 
limbsy  cramped  by  the  long  confinement^  and 
wander  unobstructed  over  the  eartli  of  which 
he  had  at  last  regained  possession,  a  privilege 
that  appeared  the  more  precious  from  his  un* 
certainty  how  long  he  might  continue  to  enjoy 
it.  His  first  object  was  the  alleviation  of  hii 
thirst,  for  which  purpose  he  struck  into  the 
enclosures,  and  the  night  was  not  so  dark  as  to 
prevent  his  discovery  in  a  field  adjoining  a  9^ 
questorcd  cottage,  a  trough  of  water  that  had 
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^een  pkced  there  for  the  cattle.  Turbid  w  it 
vn,  he  drank  heartily  of  the  element,  which,  to 
im  parched  palate,  appeared  the  moat  delighu 
fid  bererage  he  had  ever  quaffed ;  and  by  the 
of  his  Inscuits,  ba|^y  not  yet  ex- 
finiahed,  in  solitude  and  darknesat  a 
rendered  delicious  by  a  sense  of  the  imme- 
liberty  under  which  he  partoc^  oi  it.  His 
leeait  vigils  had  induced  an  almost  irresistible 
diowBness,  which,  as  the  instant  ardour  of  pur* 
anit  was  over,  he  thought  he  might  safely  ven- 
tnte  to  gratify  for  a  few  hours :  in  this  belief, 
he  pulled  some  hay  from  a  stack,  constructed  a 
nide  aort  of  bed,  threw  himself  down,  and  slept 
■oondly  till  day-break. 

On  awakening  next  morning,  he  felt  a  cooai- 
dwrahlp  degree  of  perplexity  as  to  the  most 
pnident  course  to  adopt.  Many  circumstancea 
wmdexed  it  advisable  to  reach  the  sea-.side  as 
qnickiy  as  possible,  more  especially  the  hope 
tbat  by  betaking  himself  to  the  neighbourhood 
indicated  by  Fludyer,  he  might  be  fortunate 
cvoi^h  to  be  picked  up  by  some  of  the  emia* 
of  8altoo,  who  had  promised  to  hover  off 
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the  coast  for  that  purpose ;  or  procure  a  am- 
vejance  to  HoUaiid  by  other  means.     He  kiiew 
that  he  could  not  travel  in  the  day-time  with- 
out  exposing  himself  to  the  danger  of  being 
arresteil;  but  feeling  the  great  importance  of 
expedition  in  his  movements,  so  as  to  anticipate 
the  measures  that  might  be  adopted  to  prereot 
the  escape  of  the  fugitives ;   and   recollecting 
that  there  was  nothing  in  his  appearance  to  ex- 
cite particular  suspicion,  since  he  had  carefully 
concealed  his  pistols,  he  gathered  a  thick  stick, 
in  order  to  confer  u[X)n  himself  a  more  nude 
appearance,  and  emerging  from  the  enclomrei 
on  the  opposite  side  to  that  by  which  he  bjd 
entered,  boldly  ventured  into  the  open  country^ 
He  avoided  the  high  road  as  much  as  possible, 
cutting  across  the  fields  and  downs  in  the  di> 
rection  of  Lyme,  and  betaking  himself  to  the 
hollows,  or  such  woody  covert  as  he  could  find, 
whenever  he  observed  any  parties  of  peasants 
or   wayfarers,  whom  he  thought  it  might  br 
safer  to  avoid. 

From  this  circumstance,  combined  with  his 
ignorance  of  the  proper  route,  which  occasaoo- 
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aDy  led  him  astray,  his  progress  wan  neceiisanly 
liow  in  s{nte  of  all  his  anxiety  to  advance,  and 
lie  had  not  accomplished  a  great  many  miles  of 
Us  iqyproach  to  Lyme,  although  he  had  wan* 
dered  over  no  inconsiderable  tract  of  countrv, 
when  fatigue  and  the  approach  of  night  com- 
pelled him  to  betake  himself  to  a  mined,  half 
roofless  bam,  which  was  the  best  sheltering- 
place  he  could  obtain.     Wearied  by  his  exer- 
tions, and  favoured  by  the  mildness  of  the  wea- 
tiMr,  he  passed  a  better  night  than  could  have 
been  expected  from  the  miserable  nature  of  the 
tenement;  and  prepared  with  renovated  strength 
and  spirits  to  resume  his  march  on  the  following 
■oming;  but  his  stock  of  provisions  was  cx- 
bausted,  and  to  obtain  a  fresh  supply  it  became 
necessary  to  enter   some  hamlet,  or  detached 
public-house ;  he  chose  the  latter  as  the  least 
dangerous,  while  the  more  effectually  to  avert 
so^cion  he  determined  to  assume  the  character 
ef  a  loyalist  making  for  the  coast  in  the  hope 
of  arresting  some  of  the  runaway  rebels,  and  of 
bong  well  rewarded  for  his  xeal  and  loyalty. 
ffis  fcsnt  BO  far  answered  that  he  obtained  a 
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mo6t  ungracious  reception  from  the  lancUonl  of 
a  lone  ale-house,  into  the  kitchen  of  wliicli  bt 
had  made  his  way  with  an  air  of  coofidencci  fai 
the  cause  of  Monmouth  was  universally  popular 
with  the  lower  orders,  and  this  rural  Boniface 
was  at  no  pains  to  conceal  his  scorn  of  tlioM 
who  from  sordid  motives  could  be  base  enough 
to  betray  any  of  the  Dukc*s  discomfited  parti- 
sans.    The  King,  he  said,  had  no  need  of  anj 
additional  spies  or  assistants,  since  the  whole 
coast  was  patrolled  night  and  day  by  parties  d 
troops,  while  boats  tillcil  with  armed  men  were 
perpetually  rowing  backwards  and  forwards  lo 
intercept  the  fugitives ;  and  he  intimated  that 
there  was  more  to  be  made  by  helping  the  un- 
fortunate rebels   to  escape,  than  by  bringing 
thetn  in  as  prisoners,  since  he  had  been  givea  to 
understand  that  several  of  the  gentry  who  htd 
been  arrested  had  contrived, to  get  away  by  b^ 
bing  those  who  had  seized  tliem.    In  conclusioB 
he  bitterly  abused  the  fishermen  upon  the  coast, 
vho  in  consequence  of  the   alleged   dilUcultj 
and  danger  of  the  entei*prize  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, had  charged  an  exorbitant  price  to 
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■everal  of  the  better  tort  whom  they  had  re- 
eeiyed  on  botfd  their  smacks  to  be  conveyed  to 
HciUand ;  and  telling  Reuben  that  lie  wished 
^  traffickers  in  blood-money  all  the  success 
tbey  deserred,  while  he  drew  his  fore-finger 
under  his  left  ear  so  as  to  render  his  meaning 
1^  no  means  equivocal,  the  sturdy  publican  dis- 
miiMwl  his  guest  from  his  gate,  casting  after 
him  a  look  that  was  not  a  whit  more  benevolent 
tluui  his  recent  gesture. 

However  he  might  flatter  himself  upon  the 
success  of  his  little  finesse,  Reuben  found  the 
infonnation  which  it  had  enabled  him  to  glean 
any  thing  rather  than  satisfactory.  To  learn 
tfmt  the  point  he  had  been  so  anxious  to  reach 
was  guarded  with  an  especial  vigilance,  was 
such  a  bitter  disappointment  to  his  hopes  as 
almost  induced  him  to  abandon  his  first  inten- 
tion of  making  for  Lyme ;  while  the  prospect 
of  escape  by  bribing  his  captors,  should  he  be 
seized,  or  of  feeing  the  fishermen,  should  he 
even  obtain  unobstructed  access  to  them,  afford- 
ed him  little  consolation,  since  upon  a  reference 
to  his  finances  it  appeared  that  the  cost  of  his 
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equipment  and  subsequent  disbursements,  had 
reduced  him  to  the  miserable  pittance  of  a  fev 
flliillings.  Let  him  fly  whithersoever  he  would, 
and  by  whatever  means  he  might  attempt  hi* 
escape,  money  was  indispensable;  and  this  article 
of  vital  necessity  he  could  only  obtain  from  hii 
uncle.  Irritated  as  he  doubtless  must  be  agaiast 
him  for  having  acted  in  a  manner  so  diametri- 
cally opposed  to  his  own  expressed  opinions  and 
wishes,  and  espc<rially  since  it  had  brought  him 
into  so  perilous  a  predicament,  he  felt  cou6- 
dent  that  Goldingham's  purse  would  be  gladly 
placed  at  his  disposal  if  it  could  conduce  in  the 
smallest  degree  to  his  safety.  To  him,  then^ 
fore,  he  determined  to  have  recourse  in  the  fint 
instance;  but  even  in  this  there  was  considerablr 
difficulty. — He  felt  that  he  had  acted  a  part 
sufficiently  prominent  in  the  late  rclndliun,  to 
make  it  probable  that  tlic  house  w^ould  be  be- 
leaguered with  spies  and  soldiers  fur  Ids  appre- 
hension,  so  that  his  uncle  might  lieaime  dan- 
gerously, perhaps  fatally,  compromised  by  hiit 
opening  a  communication  with  him,  either  in 
his  own  person,  or  through  the  instruaientalitj 
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B.  What  course  to  adopt  where  none 
sd  itself  without  some  startling  objec- 
;  wn  utterly  at  a  loss  to  determine ;  he 
«  resoWed  to  approach  m  near  to  Gold- 
Place  as  he  could  with  safety,  to  recon- 
the  premises  strictly,  to  pick  up  oil  the 
iion  in  his  power,  and  to  act  according 
lUDsCances  and  the  cxi)ediency  of  the 
t. 

B  determined  he  pushed  stoutly  forward, 
thout  encountering  any  material  incident 
lired  within  a  few  miles  of  his  uncle's 
icey  when  he  beheld   Ilewjioii   the  fish- 
jogging  towards  him  in  the  cart  which 
d  for  the  conveyance  of  hii»  commodity 
le  interior.     Knowin«;  this  man  to  Ix*  a 
led  gossip,  Reuben  drew  the  Hap  of  his 
it  his  face,  and  a<««uming  a  elownibh  walk 
ialect  to  avoid  recogniti4>n,  ventured  to 
im  and  in<|uire  the  way  to  Mr.  Gohling- 
faouse,  pretending  that  he  wan  the  l>earer 
itter  for  him.    Not  contented  with  giving 
le  information  he  sought,  the  comniuni- 
fiib-dealer  stated  that  the  gentleman  in 
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quL*stion  had  been  arrested  and  carried  before 
the  magistrates,  tbougli  he  was  now  out  upoa 
bail,  on  account  of  his  nephew,  one  Mr.  Heuben 
Apsley,  having  joined  the  Brummagera  King 
•—that  soldiers  were  quartered  in  his  houv^ 
and  stationed  about  the  grounds,  keeping  t 
sharp  look  out  fur  the  young  gentleman;  tai 
that  strong  parties  of  the  militia,  through  one 
of  which  he  had  just  passed,  were  patroIliii|f 
the  foad  for  several  miles  round  L.ynu',  \^ith 
orders  to  arrest  all  stnigglers  who  could  not 
give  a  good  account  of  themselves.  He  would 
have  continued  retailing  the  news  some  lime 
longer  but  that  Reuben,  by  no  means  anxious 
to  be  subjected  to  the  scrutiny  of  the  patrolling 
party,  hastily  bade  him  good  evening,  and  as 
8oon  as  he  lost  sight  of  the  cart  struclv  into  a 
narrow  cross  road,  along  which  he  walkc-d  at  a 
brisk  jiace. 

Not  many  minutes  had  elapsed,  however, 
when  he  caught  the  sound  of  horses'*  hoofs  behind 
him,  and  not  doubting  that  it  was  some  of  iJfe 
mounted  officers  of  the  militia,  he  ran  rapidly 
forward,  looking  eagerly  as  he  advaIlc^d  for  a 
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None  offend  that  preaented  even 
OMnhaMoty  but  oo  one  mde  of  him 

MUrij  DMouioo,  fluked  with  a 
hich  he  hMtilj  sldrted,  intending 
|»  bdund  the  building.     At  the 

of  diu  endbniR  there  was  a  hand- 
if  dt  two  atories ;  the  upper 
to  communicate  with  a 
he  iawle,  was  furnished  with  a  low 
:  ovcfkwked  the  country,  while  a 
from  the  lower  room  into  the  fields 
idc.  It  was  ajar — he  entered,  and 
tted  light  enough  to  ascertain  that 
la  used  as  a  wood-house,  he  drew 
cr  him,  and  ensconced  himself,  as 

darkness  would  allow,  behind  a 
iCa  and  billets.  Here  he  presently 
campling  of  horses,  and  beard  one 
I H^  to  the  other,  *'  Shall  we  ring 
•endi  the  house?" 
1  man,  not  for  the  world,*"  was  the 
dflogs  to  Lord  Trevanuui,  a  tantivi 
^gatiYe  man,  a  high-flyer,  one  who 
pp  hia  own  father  to  be  hung  if  he 
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had  in  any  way  been  aiding  or  abetting  his  Bi^ 
mingham  Majesty*  His  son,  the  Captain^  w» 
with  Lord  Lumley  when  they  seized  him ;  be 
is  coming  back,  to  Lyme  with  the  troops  he  con^ 
mands,  and  if  he  sliould  get  scent  of  a  rebel 
here  at  Harpsden  Hall,  he  would  presently 
blow  hini  out  of  one  of  Kirk^s  petards  into  Dorw 
Chester  gaol."  Their  conversation  now  became 
inaudible,  and  Reuben  was  left  to  his  own  c^ 
flections,  which  filled  him  with  a  deeper  de» 
pendency  than  he  had  yet  experienced.  He 
was  hurt  beyond  measure  that  his  uncle  should 
have  been  subjected  to  so  much  disgrace  and 
vexation  upon  his  account.  His  scheme  of  get 
ting  money  from  him  to  facilitate  his  escape,  WM 
rendered  utterly  abortive  by  HeW8on''s  infonnft* 
tion  that  Goldingham  Place  was  occupied  bjr 
soldiers,  and  beset  with  spies ;  both  Bea  and 
shore  were  strictly  guarded  by  night  and  da] 
the  roads  were  covered  with  patrolling 
from  one  of  which  he  had  just  had  a  most  narrov 
escape ;  the  whole  country  ^as  up  in  arVv 
against  tlie  fugitive  rebels ;  and  he  had  takci 
present  refuge  on  the  premises  of  a  relentle* 


BBVBXir  AMIET.  S91 

a  i#  thi  GofcmDtDt*  wboie  sod  he  had 
irlkm  lioM  of  the  Duke^t  csptun,  and 
Mtitily  span  that  ocGawm  afforded  him 
■rrf  hope  of  hia  owd  escape,  ihould  any 
■n  be  eatertamed  that  he  was  lurking 
the  pKciDcta  of  Harpaden  Hall,  which 
§m  eoaTcnation  he  had  just  heard  he 
rii  1o  be  the  name  of  the  mansion.  This 
«f  Us  plight  and  praspects  was  in  itself 
■47  diilieartening,  but  it  became  doubly 
Aag  when  he  reflected  that  by  his  preci- 
nand  imprudence  he  had  probably  marred 
V  tbe  dariing  object  of  his  life — the  hi^ 
Icmn  duty  to  which  he  had  pledged  him* 
mt  of  devoting  all  his  means  and  energiee 
tttempt  at  duddating  the  fiite  of  his  lost 
ik  Utterly  at  loss  how  to  act,  and  whither 
he  was  decided  by  one  trifling  drcum- 
,  to  remain,  at  least  for  the  present,  where 
L  From  the  recent  dialogue  of  the  horse- 
s  had  learnt  that  the  premises  of  so  staunch 
r  AS  Lord  Trevanian  were  above  suspicion, 
ouvad  from  the  invasion  of  the  sokliers; 
which,  although  it  exposed  him 
o  S 
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to  certain  deatruction  if  be  were  discovc^red) 

afforded  him  at  all  events  an  additional  chancy 
of  eluding  detection ;  and  with  thift  forlorn  hope 
for  his  sole  consolation,  he  spread  his  cloak  ovet 
the  faggots,  threw  himself  down»  and  for  a  few 
hours  forgot  all  his  sufferings  in  sleep, 
,,|.The  uneasy  nature  of  his  bed,  however^  fbf> 
bidding  a  lengthened  slumber,  he  arQ3e>,  i^ 
j^autiously  opened  the  door  of  his  humble  dor^ 
niitory.  The  sun  was  just  rising,  neither  man 
nor  beast  appeared  to  be  yet  awake,  and  hs 
turned  back  with  the  intention  of  agiun  coip^ 
posing  Iiinisclf  to  rest,  when  by  the  dim  li^ 
admitted  into  the  woodhouse»  he  observed  thU 
it  had  formerly  l)een  a  grotto,  the  walls  bdng 
l»till  decorated  with  shells,  spars,  glass^  and 
grotesque  ornaments,  although  the  whol«;  ,1?^ 
had  been  suffered  to  fall  into  decay.  In  a  k^ 
cees  of  one  side,  a  stone  basin  liad  formerly,^- 
oeived  water  from  the  open  mouth  of,  f  ^ry^ 
monster  above  it ;  but  the  basin  wa3  ly^fhi 
fragments  upon  the  earth,  and  tliej  pout^ 
gaped  in  vain  for  the  fountain  that  should  sup- 
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^t  of  wooden'  steps,  the  use  of  which  he  wan 
"i  Vm  to  conjecture,  nnce  they  rested  aj^nst 
tf' -floor  fid^  the  room  above,  until  upon  sornv 
Inute  exanrination  he  discorcrcd  a  trap-door, 
r' constructed  as  to  slide  aside  horizontally- 
iTith  some  difficulty,  apparently  from  its  long 
iiue,  he  pushed  it  along  the  grooves  in 
faich  it  ran,  walked  up  the  steps,  and  found 
liflself  in  the  summer-house  above,  a  room 
dttdtomely  furnished  and  adorned  with  mir- 
wi,  And  exhibiting  marks  of  recent  occupancy, 
nuSc-books  being  carelessly  dispersed  about  it, 
id  a  guitar  with  a  lady^s  fan  and  glove,  togc^ 
1^  with  a  large  open  romance  handsomely 
bdbd,  lying  upon  a  table  in  the  bow.window, 
f  the  aide  of  a  glass  vase,  filled  with  gold  and 
ih^rfish. 

'  Afler  having  observed  these  different  objects 
rlth  some  curiosity  and  attention,  he  proceeded 
lit  6t  the  summer-house,  along  a  gravel- walk 
IbnfCed  with  evergreens  on  either  side,  and 
>kJDid  himself  in  a  fair  and  spacious  garden, 
^natoiated  by  a  sheet  of  water  at  whose  upper 
flfiif  stood  the  mansion.    None  of  the  shutters 
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were  yet  opened,  no  smoke  ascended  from  iu 
chimneys,  and  he  remained  gazing  upon  it  with 
a  sort  of  melancholy  pleasure,  envying  the  in- 
mates who  could  sleep  in  a  tranquil  security 
that  offered  such  a  contrast  to  his  own  stale, 
when  the  barking  of  a  dog  alarmed  him ;  he 
[  hastily  retreated,  descended  the  steps,  drew  ihf 
trap-door  across  the  aperture,  and  resumed  his 
station  among  the  faggots. 

Lord  Trevanian,  upon  whose  premises  he  had 
thus  taken  refuge,  was  a  political  bigot,  a  stick- 
ler, to  the  very  utterance,  for  the  divine  rigbi 
of  kings,  but  above  all  of  his  most  sacred  vod 
anointed  Majesty  King  James  the  Second ;  a 
preacher  up  of  unconditional  submission,  nd 
passive  non-resistance  on  the  part  of  his  sab> 
■Jiects.  At  the  outset  of  his  career,  his  lordship 
'had  formed  an  inflexible  resolution  never  to  be 
In  the  wrong,  to  which  sapient  rule  he  had 
adhered  with  an  exemplary  constancy.  Iixlcid 
his  obstinacy  generally  increased  with  the  flag- 
rancy  of  any  mistake  in  his  cotiduct ;  fbr  when 
his  judgment  whispered  to  him  that  he  wu 
going  astray,  he  called  his  pride  to  his  lud,  and 
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e  Mw^ito^  hu  ^mm  witb  a  more  stubborn  tena- 
mijibua  0VCIL    It  wa«  from  thu  feeling  rather 
..IhaS:  ham  hU  own  religious  convictioDs,  that 
,  ^frfaila  he  vaa  leady  to  proceed  all  lengths  in 
firiitM^l  slavishness  to  his  lord  and  nuuter,  he 
,  was  daaf  as  aa  adder  to  bis  importunities  when 
.)ie  solicited  hiaSf  as  he  had  done  more  than 
,  ooBe^  to  beoome  a  Catholic.     Not  that  he  had 
anj  insupenble  objection  to  one  creed »  or  de- 
j.votednasa  to  another,  but  he  could  not  endure 
.  the  thought  that  old  Lord  Trevanian  should  ac- 
knowledge young  Lord  Trevanian  to  have  been 
A  fool;   that  the  latter  part  of  his  life  should 
giwe  the  former  part  the  lie ;  that  it  was  possible 
,  lor  a  personage  of  his  profound  penetration  to 
have  been  mistaken  in  a  point  of  such  vital  con- 
.  acquance;  like  other  proud  and  yet  abject  men, 
^.  be  exacted  from  the  rest  of  the  world  the  same 
1  .erawMng  deference  to  himself,  that  he  conceded 
lo  his  sovereign ;  and  imagined  that  he  was  as- 
.  .aorti^g  hia  own  dignity  when  he  maintained  a 
•  .pM,  stern,  tyrannical  demeanour,  not  only  to 
,,hia  osna  JGsmily,  but  towards  all  whom  he  con- 
jidecad  his  inferiors,  which  embraced  a  most 
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ooniptiehensive  class.  Judging  by  anologj,  iti$ 
world  is  prone  to  believe  that  the  miod  vhicfa 
c:&nnot  bend  mu(»t  needs  be  strong  i  tfaen^ 
might  as  reasonably  conclude  that  the  rigiditjr 
of  thv  muscles  induced  by  Theumatisou  is  an 
«rid«no8df  vigour.^  Lord  Trevankn  had  the 
full  bedefit  of  this  mistake,  palpable  as  it  waSi 
From  his  repulsive  habits  he  iiad  scarcely  As? 
intimate  acquaintance,  a  circumstance  that  kept 
up  the  popular  delusion  as  to  his  character;  for 
tiiose  who  knew  him  well,  were  at  uo  loss  to 
discover  that  in  spite  of  the  hauteur  and  scilens 
in6eubihty  \vhich  he  afiected,  he  iwaa  dbt 
selfish,  heartless,  servile  tool  of  the  iiunisti74 
Utterly  empty  and  ignorant  upon  many  points^ 
of  -wlud)  he  arrogated  a  su])erior  knonktlge* 
while  he  vrm  shollovtr  and  su|x^rficial  upon  all.  i« 
In  the  most  im]K)rtant  step  of  life  he  ha^ 
conuiiitted  a  blunder,  which  surprised  all  tboM 
who  were  willing  to  take  his  judgment  at  Ins 
own  valuation.  Ue  had  married  a  woman  £ac 
her  beauty  who  was  as  superior  to  him  iatw 
lent  as  she  was  unfitted  for  him  in  every  otb€r 
respect.     Lady  Trevaiiian  yielding  to  theim^ 
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fmUmif  ai  iierifsmils,  and  danled  by  ibe 
froiptU  jci  a  spktalid  aBiaaoey  found  h«aelf 
■san  after^har  flarnaga  the  tnisaimbie  «ile  of 
m  mum  wboie  uddenumding  «he  dcipited,  frcaa 
wtkom  prittcipiM  flhe  diswnted,  to  -wtioae  ptrson 
riia  «as  indMfereot,  and  whow  frigid  staCeMiMw 
of  HianBcr  tppmred  to  her  at  once  ridicnkHM 
aad  Mvtdtb^»  It  might  have  been  difficult  to 
pfUttdUDCe  10  whieh  of  diis  ilkaaacMted  ooupk 
tiife  nairiage  yoke  proved  the  bkmI  gaUing ; 
thej  itore  it  notwithstanding  for  three  or  four 
uuBsy- wrangling  yean,  when  they  formed  a 
nMfaer  tmusual  compact.  A  separate  mainte- 
DBBoe  and  establishment  for  Lady  Trevanian, 
by  lendenng  th»  disagreement  notorions,  would 
not'oaJy  have  eonvicted  his  Lordship  of  a  glar- 
ing! miatahe  in  hit  dioiee,  bat  would  have  called 
vpon  faim  lor  pecuniary  aacrifices,  which  he  al- 
u»ya  contemplated  with  avernon,  for  he  covet- 
adimoney  on  account  of  the  power  and  supe- 
riakitif  which  he  imagined  it  to  confer:  a  com- 
pRMBtse  was  1  therefore  made  which  spared  both 
hia- pride  and.  hu  purse.  They  agreed  to  occu- 
py theaeparate  wings  of  Trevonian  House,  their 
o  5 
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London  residence,  an  extmsive  pile  which  al- 
lowed such  an  arrangement  without  any  mat^ 
rial  inconvenience ;  "while  the  state  rooms  in 
the  centre  were  appropriated  to  such  grand  pcv 
litioal  dinners  or  festive  parties,  a£  it  might  suit 
either  i»f  them  to  give,  on  which  occasions  tbcy 
met  together,  not  indeed  with  the  cordial  de. 
light  of  mutuaJ  affection,  but  with  the  cold  ur- 
banity of  well-bred  people,  who  respected  them- 
selves too  much  to  let  the  world  perceive  how 
little  they  respected  each  other. 

Although  Lady  Trevanian  was  a  woman  of 
spirit  and  talent,  she  evinced  in  all  matters  of 
conduct  a  lamentable  want  of  judgment,  of 
wiiich  she  never  afforded  a  more  strildng  evi- 
denoc  thoa  when  she  decided  that  she  was^ 
now  at  full  liberty  to  disregard  appearances, 
and  to  act  as  she  pleased.  Licentious  as  was 
the  age,  there  were  certain  observances  of  de- 
corum which  few  married  females  felt  warrant- 
ed in  neglecting,  and  when  tlie  more  timid  of 
Lady  Trevanian^s  friends  withdrew  from  her 
society,  it  was  rather  on  account  of  her  want 
of  prudence  in  this  respect,  than  her  want  of 
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closed  the  lurking  contest  of  pride  battling 
against  a  cuuticioutine&s  of  criminality^  and  it 
loight  be  truly  said  that  her  audacity  was  but 
a  pcqietual  eflbrt  to  coui]uer  lier  nutoral  mo- 
dtsty.  Determined  boldly  to  stare  down  scru- 
tiny, she  fixed  her  eyes  ujx)n  every  gazer 
with  a  scornful  look  tliat  seemed  to  say,  ^^  Ye^ 
I  am  the  liady  Trevaoian  of  whom  you  have 
heard  so  much — and  what  then?"  but  through 
all  this  superficial  covering  of  defiance,  nothing 
Wa»  more  dibtinctly  legible  than  the  wrctcliedt 
nefis  lieneath. 

Uat  Lady  Trevaniaji,  wlio,  under  liappier 
auspices,  might  have  been .  a  virtuous  and  im 
reproachable  wife,  did  not  cease,  even  in  thii 
vortex  of  her  misconduct,  to  be  a  fond  and 
anxiouH  mother.  .  Her  only  son,  the  Captaia 
Trevanian,  of  whom  we  have  already  made 
slight  mention,  had  been  sent  to  a  public  school 
by  his  father,  after  which  she  rarely  saw  him ; 
her  two  daughters  bad  been  entrusted  to  her 
own  management.  Helen,  the  eldest,  at  the 
request  of  a  rich  old  bachelor  uncle,  who&e 
great  age  rendered  it  probable  that  hi«  great 


wetlih  "m&M  moim  be  distributed  among  thoM 
•who  #oii  ilk  favour,  bad  hetn  sent  to  bim  «n 
i  ¥iflfc  tbat  mim  protracted  from  year  to  yMff, 
aatil  the  old  gentlenan,  who  had  kmg  railed 
agi^iiM  tflatrimony,  and  piqued  biimelf  on  e». 
tt^^iMg  ihe  snare,  eaxne  to  the  usual  end  of  tueh 
■giuaous  declainers  bj  marrying  his  house* 
keeper^  A  consilmniation  which  occasioned  his 
liiciee'to  be  immediately  taken  home.  Lady 
TtvVaiBan  had  felt  ffo  much  annoyance  from 
her  own  Ignorance  of  French,  which  was  much 
spoken  at  the  Court,  especiftlly  during  the  long 
iwmf  oi  Charles  the  Second^s  fatourite  Madame 
d&  Qoerouaille,  the  Duchess  of  Portsmouth, 
tint  she  resoWed  to  secure  the  acquisition  of 
that  language  for  her  youngest  daughter  Ade- 
fine.  She  was  accordingly  provided  with  a 
FarisAan  goremess  for  her  Duenna,  who  was 
strictty  charged  never  to  trust  bar  out  of  her 
sight,  and  always  to  make  her  speak  French, 
to  facilitate  which  ol^t  she  had  an  unlimited 
command  of  romances  and  plays  in  that  laiK 

HdenV  retmm,  and  the  arrival  ci  that  period 
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when  it  became  necessary  to  present  both  sif- 
ters at  Court,  and  introduce  them  into  the 
world,  seemed  for  the  first  time  to  open  their 
mother^s  eyes  to  the  character  of  the  circle  by 
which  she  was  surrounded  ;  and  some  licentious 
language  addressed  to  Adeline  by  one  of  the 
profligate  gallants  that  frequented  the  house» 
confirmed  her  misgivings,  and  even  awakened 
all  her  terrors.  Hardened  as  to  her  individual 
fate  and  estimation,  she  felt  with  a  sensibilitj 
rendered  more  jealous  by  the  remembrance  of 
her  own  misconduct,  the  dangers  to  which  her 
daughters  might  be  exposed ;  while  a  pang  of 
deep  though  silent  remorse  stung  her  to  the 
heart  as  she  reflected  that  it  was  herself  who 
had  subjected  them  to  these  perils,  herself  who 
had  alienated  them  from  many  of  the  pure  and 
virtuous  associates  of  their  own  sex,  who  might 
have  served  them  for  a  model  of  conduct,  for 
wliicii  unfortunately  they  could  not  look  to 
their  own  mother.  Her  repentance  was  intense, 
although  she  still  sought  to  make  a  ccnnpromke 
with  her  pride  by  giving  out  to  the  world  that 
she  mthdrew  from  London  on  her  daughters' 


ft-mfom  bar  aim.    flaoh  wtM  tbt 
|wiiiigiiiy  of  the  oaortaen»  and 
i^Mi  irilj  I  if  Ihnw  irMi  whom  dbe  vm  the 

■M^  v»  ker  cxperinoe  of  the  ui^ 
-of  iiirritgii  ooatncted  annd  tbt 
of&iriiianaiidbigihlifiBWtfasj  wtnihm 
iiitit»tid»tfait  dbe deemed  it  pwlwalilu  to  m»k 
fc  aet  tif  mrnt  inr  hgfflfis  laflog  the  more  ttiycot 
dbfe}  theiiftli  lees  poUied  dueee  of  the  couii» 
ivy  gentfemeo.  PerfaqN  lone  indlTidual  dift- 
gait  or  difiytmitmeot  eooinnsd*  if  it  did  sot 
Miggcit,  thcw  notioiu.  Be  this  u  it  may^  iht 
anbimtted  her  wiifaee  to  Loed  Txevanian,  who 
cageily  oequieMed  in  an  AnraagciBeDt  wiikh 
woold  rdcaae  him  from  a  wife  irhom  he  hated, 
«fa&  be  oouki  little  regret  the  Mfiaration  firam 
bis  danghtert,  whom  be  had  rardj  eeea,  aod 
idNmt  whom  be  had  never  troubled  hia  head, 
fibe  withdrew  with  them  accordingfy  to  Harp»> 
den  Hall,  a  manaoo  of  his  Lordahip'fl  in  Donct- 
ibnv^  where  she  had  not  been  many  months  act- 
tied  when  Beubcn  sought  sanctuary  in  the  wood- 
bousfi^  under  the  circumstances  we  have  stated. 
With  a  ^mly  etrnpai  wral  <Mi^  mild  baad 
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eyes,  the  dear  compkxton  of  a  brunette, 
dark  hair,  u  singularly  noble  and  intellc 
thotigh  somewlmt  sedate  expressksiu  of? 
nance,  and  a  form  that  might  be  emphatit 
termed  lovely  and   feminine,    Helen    uniti 
mind  of  almost  masculine  solidity,  good 
and    Belf-pojssesfiion.     In    the    library    of 
Bachelor  nncle  ehe  had  passed   much   of 
time  among  sterling  Ikx>1ch,  and  having  few 
dates  or  amusements  during  her  abode  m 
seqtiestered    old    humourist,    she   had    thui 
more  for  herself  in   her  first  childhood,  (if  that. 
period  muy  be  extended  to  the  middle  of 
teens),  than  many  who  are  about  to  enter 
tlieir  second. 

As  to  Adeline,  she  was  a  handsome  romi 
girl,  whose  highly-arched  eyebrows,  expi 
of  an   animated  wonderment,  and  the 
that  for  ever  wreathed   her  features,  and 
ered  around  her  mouth,  would  have  stami 
her  with  a  charact^  of  mingled  good-oai 
vanity  and  vivacity,  even  hail  she  not  corn 
that  imprc8«on  by  the  ifparkling  frivolity  of.j 
di»cour»e,  the  affectation  of  her  coquettish 
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memnouTy  and  the  &ntaaticai  over-liacry  of  her 
fAuti  '  >t  Vain  tmd  mpnBcM  aa  the  was,  she  es>- 
liifctOid'>tttinw  in.  ber  daooune  a  certain  cha^ 
ar^itar  irf  taauiintta,  and  an  amiMUifg  love  of  c^ 
ygtf^li#i«^tliBa'aaAned  fattrdly  to  amnilate  with 
liar  ganaial  love  of  romance,  and  the  occaniooal 
of  her  conduct;  so  that  at  times  it 
dMcalt  to  decide  whether  her  actions  pro- 
eaedad  fTt>ni  natural  silliness,  or  a  mere  love  of 
•duaebief  and  adventure.    The  plays  and  n>> 
fliiaeea   that  had  formed    her  only  reading, . 
sMniied  to  hare  left  room  in  her  head  for  little 
ete^  except = scraps  and  interjections  of  Frencb> 
pMtcd  up  from  a  govemesa  not  much  wiser  than 
herself.     There  was  little  congeniality  of  dispo- 
sbfem  tMtwcaa  herself  and  Helen,  who  some- 
faj  argument,  sumetinKis  by  ridicule,  in- 
ly -endeavoured  to  cure    her    of    her 
faidta ;  -  and  poor  Adeline  had  nothing  to  do 
bbit :  to 'vandar  about  the  grounds  with  some 
FvfOfili'-vc^ume  in  her  hand,  recline  under  « 
thee  M  an  interesting  attitiKie,  or  percli  herself 
iftjChe^sommeF^aNiae  window,  like  a  Juliet  with- 
o«li^a<ftomeo^  while  abe  read  French  ronmnoes. 


,^  ^^^  the  «ij 
*"  ''^""  did  she  sigl 
7""^ '^o  rural  n, 

">^»ed  over  the.. 
**"  "*  P'-""'!  aboo 


existence. 
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ar^Mbigt  ««  oom,  ii  one  moct  be  fdanted  in 
iM  iMfftM  cotMtrj;  or,  at  sU  events,  it  were 
htmr  be  t  dm]^  nistie  Jon,  y/iho  hu  nerer 
kiMMraanj  other  fate,  than  to  trudge  ia  paragon 
wmi  pMetm^  to  stuff  curds  and  cream,  atewod 
|itnatt  and  honeycomb,  to  rise  with  the  stm, 
ttnd  to  tfie  douy,  and  thank  a  racier  of  bacdn 
tar  breakfast  a  drikate  regale^  Were  I  m 
Fhrance  now,  as  Mademoiselle  Etiame  has 
olten  assured  me,  I  should  not  stk  a  step 
^■ong  tha  ttncs  without  encountering  a  charm- 
ing gvoape  of  ^jrsanMS,  with  thdr  tabiien  de 
mie,  eimUmr  it  rcwe,  and  their  sattin  ^oes 
10  natch,  taA  eo%ffie  commie  un  ange,  and  all 
dancing  like  St.  Andr6  or  Gouvion.  Heias ! 
«W  bim  tU^atni  with  oar  Colin  Clouts 
and  Gammer  Gurtons  in  England,  whom  it 
vebutes  one  even  to  approadi,  nnless  one  is 
fertified  with  a  tuberose  pomander,  or  a  cas- 
mAtUt  cf  Frangepan.  Not  a  single  spark, 
gg^lant  or  cavalier  have  I  yet  seen  in  this  odious 
cbUMlry,  of  whom  it  may  not  be  tmly  said,  qu^il 
MHI  hkn  9a  provmee.  O  mes  migftom  I  my  dear 
I  what  shoiikl  I  do  without  ye' 
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Point  (Tamantt  a  la  tampagtte^  how,  therefore, 
should  I  pass  the  time  if  I  could  not  partidL^ 
pate  in  the  courtship  of  your  pages  Jind  hmtk 
gle  in  the  loves  of  Arethusius  and  Hyaciiithiiy 
of  Orontes  and  Andranieda,  of  Clorin  and  Nar-' 
ca9sus !  What  adventures  can  one  hope  for  in 
tliis  miserable  Harpsdeu  Hall  ?  no  heroes  or 
heroines^  no  elopements  or  marriages,  no  dudft 
or  mjsteriesy  no  suicides  or  murders ;  one  can- 
not even  kill  time/*  i4 
She  ^azed  from  the  w'mdow  on  every  ad^' 
but  observing  nothing  in  the  surroundiug  soli- 
tude except  a  coulirmation  of  ail  her  bad  Asser- 
tions, she  arose  from  her  seat  and  ualkt:d  up 
and  down  before  a  large  mirror,  drawing  heri* 
self  up,  bridling,  turning  up  her  eyes,  tosMBg 
her  head,  biting  her  lips,  iiirting  her  fan,  and 
practising  a  thou&and  coquettish  airs  and  graoet 
as  siie  surveyed  herself  in  every  possible  variety 
of  attitude,  look,  and  action.  ^'  This  provokitig 
tour  will  never  keep  in  cuj*l,**  the  continued^* 
arranging  her  head-dress^  and  the&e  cufrfidimUi 
come  a  Little  too  forward,  though  they  certainly^ 
give  me  an  air  laiiguistaHt  ct  amourem,    Mmr 
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pi0t9^Smk&mmevaimtnmik.  May  I  die!  but 
tWricqvQ.butt^mMt  eadmitiog  dope  from  the 
elbow  d  How  so^uttie  and  e«i;oii^  waa  that  ex- 
pgfMrinrt  of  imy  face !  but  where  ia  my  M/e  d 
momthkMl  I  must  put  a  patch  upou  thia check 
jflBt  ito  dcaw  attention  to  the  dimple.  Attetw 
tioDl  -fiii&M/ofwboa  am  I  to  make  a  oonqnest  t 
whom  eyea  can  I  attract  unlaw  it  be  thoae  of 
tha-  girfd  and  attrer  Mi  bende  me,  or  of  the 
birds  and  beasts  that  seem  to  be  the  sole  lords 
q€t  lAim  earth  in  this  rural  desert?  O  Ciei! 
oaimme  il  est  tmtei  fe  monde  modernet  We^ 
have- fields  enough,  par  txampk;  bat  no  field  of 
Bnnay  where  if  a  young  lady  goes  to  gather 
daniesandblue-beils,  the  earth  jrawns  beneath 
hOv^  starts  a  king  and  invites  her  to  take  a 
ride,  to  his  Stygian  dominions,  and  become  his 
qpaeem*.  May  I  die !  but  I  had  a  thousand  times 
ratfaar  encounter  a  nmiiar  spectacle  than — ^ 
vHeve  she  was  interrupted  by  a  sudden  noise, 
tKetiflooc  opened  beneath  her  feet,  and  up 
jiavfied-  Beubcn  Apsley,  who  having  been  ren-i 
daifld  almoat  desperate  by  repeated  unavailing 
aMsttpts  to.cacape  from  the  wood  house  towards 
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the  coast,  and  heariog  a  female  voice  over  his 
lieod,  resolved  iu  his  confidence  of  that  kindness 
and  magnanimity  which  he  knew  to  be  the 
common  attributes  of  woman,  to  throw  himself 
upon  her  generosity,  whomsoever  she  might  be, 
and  implore  her  aid  in  procuring  him  a  more 
effectual  disguise,  so  that  he  might  get  away 
with  safety,  or  in  assisting  him  to  secrete  himself 
where  he  might  obtain  the  means  of  subsistence, 
of  which  he  now  stood  in  absolute  want,  until 
the  ardour  of  pursuit  should  have  abated. 
Adeline,  however,  was  so  little  prepared  for 
such  an  apparition,  that  she  uttered  a  shudder- 
ing cry,  and  fell  back  fainting  in  her  chair  ; 
Reuben  was  thrown  into  no  small  consternation 
lest  her  scream  should  attract  some  of  the  in- 
mates of  the  house  to  her  assistance ;  while  in 
his  ignorance  of  fainting  fits,  he  was  not  altoge- 
ther certain  that  he  had  not  actually  frightened 
her  to  death.  Some  signs  of  life,  however, 
recalling  him  a  little  to  his  recollection,  he  took 
some  water  from  the  vase  that  contained  the 
fish,  and  sprinkled  it,  rather  more  copiously^ 
than  was  necessary,  over  the  face  of  the  sufferer^ 
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in.wliidt  pmmm  bt  cwigiit  m  gttnpie  of  his 
amn  fi0ut«  tethe  gltt%  and  rery  MtwraUj 
oQUfludiofp  thAt  Us  ■bucfaed  hat,  and  Am  geom^ 
nl  AiAMlVf  ot  bb  wppetarmactt  might  have 
ooQtiilmted  to  her  aknn,  he  threw  off  hk  bcai> 
▼«r»4ad  made  hb  toilot  a*  becomingly  aa  thret 
o^.fipiir  agitated  minatca  would  aliow.  In  a 
•lavt  time  be  bad  the  Mtiifactioa  of  aeeuig  her 
dovlj  ^Kn  bcr  eyes,  and  exclaim  in  a  faint 
vqioe,  *^  O  Citi!  what  are  you,  whence  come 
yOttP  Help,belpr 

**  Tea  thousand  pardona,"  exclaimed  Reu- 
bflOy  falling  on  ooe  knee, "  fior  this  unintentional 
alaon;  believe  me  you  bare  not  the  remoteet 
rnMiai  lor  apprehension ;  my  name  is  Reuben 

Apsley,  and  my  uncle  Mr.  Goldingfaam .^ 

.  "  Reuben  Apsley  ?"*  interrupted  Adeline,  re^ 
oorering  confidence  as  rapidly  as  she  had  ioet 
it,  and  evidently  not  displeased  with  the  hand- 
some ieatures  and  fine  figure  which  a  calmer 
<4iservatioa  allowed  her  to  disoorer,-^"  Afots, 
qutl  cOHjp  ittlaurdi  to  take  you  for  Phito,  when 
you  are  are  so  much  younger,  so  much  better 
lookipg^*«v  Oiuch  more '-*-— Reuben  Apsley! 
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it  is  a  very  pretty  name, — and  mine  is  Adeline^^ 
Trt-'vaniaii ;  it  haa  I  teen  reckoned  very  genti^M 
and  distifiguL  How  did  you  come  here  ?  Oh^  f 
by  that  nasty  trapdoor  I  perceive.  Pray  shuir 
it  up,  for  you  surely  can^t  think  of  again  goi 
down  those  dreodfidly  stt^p  steps."  ^ 

*'  My  uuuW,  Mr.  Goldiugham,'"  said  RcuIk 
about  to  enter  into  a  full  ejiplaoatiua,  but  ..-  - 
had   proceeded   nu  farther  when  his  vivaciuu^  a 
companion  stopped  hint  with  an  exciamodun  of7 
"  Eh !  mon  Dieu !  je  men  rappelU^  I  thought 
X  had  heard  tlie  name  before.     Vou  are  the 
young  gentleman  tliat  ran  away  from  Guiding* 
ham  Place,  and  joined  the  Duke." 

Reuben  bowed  hLs  head  \xi  token  of  acquie^ 
cence* 

"  And  you  have  put  on  this  disguiacy  aad 
hidden  yourself  in  the  murky  cavern  below  far 
fear  of  being  taken  up,  and  lumged  for  a 
rebel.'' 

Another  bow  admitted  the  correctness  of  thi» 
iiup})osition}  when  his  fair  auditress  clasped  \wt 
hands,  and  exclaimed,  vritli  a  look  of  the  great-. 
est  delight,  '*  O  que  c'es(  ckamiatUy  uia  !   V^lm, 
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f  Mich  u  one  r«di  of 
itt  A  n^"  or  «  Bomuiee.  Nothing  eouM  pot- 
Mtj  caafe  more  apropot :  it  i«  the  totj  eoit  of 
intUtm  I  here  been  iighhig  for ;  I  would  not 
hBv«  vMid  it  for  the  world." 

**  I  em  gratified  beyond  expreflkm,**  said 
Bcobcn,  **  f o  find  that  jou  are  not  offended  at 
nqr  bbldnew,  that  jou  allow  me  to  place  my  life 
in  jtmr  handi.'* 

**Oftnded?^  tout  au  confrmte^  I  am  de- 
Kghtedy  on  ne  feut  pius^  and  as  to  your  life*  I 
swear  to  preserre  it  even  at  the  risk  of  my  own* 
Ton  shall  find  that  I  know  the  duty  of  a  heroine 
npon  such  occaMons.  I  will  think  of  nothing 
but  your  safety,  and  sacrifice  every  feeling  to 

the  sacred  claims  of La !  goodness  me !  the 

oBpe  of  my  sultane  and   my  Coll)crtine  comet 
are  dripping  wet !  d*od  viettt  ceia  r* 

**  I  fear.  Miss  Trcvanianf  that  I  mii»t  apolo- 
gise for  the  awkwardness  of  my  hand,  (»-  the 
agitation  of  my  feelings,  which  led  me  to  sprin- 
Ua  yoQ  rather  too  profusely  in  the  hope  of 
your  recoreryf  but  at  such  a  dis- 
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''  Oh,  it  was  the  least  you  could  do/'  repUi 
Adeline,  standing  before  the  glass,  and  arrang- 
ing her  disordered  dress  and  curia,  "  to  briuj 
inc  to  life,  after  having  frightcneil  me  to  deal 
But  inanuna  will  lecture   nie  for  a  whole  weeF- 
if  I  catch  cold  aud  spoil  my  voict?,   so  I  hu- 
better  hurry  home  aa  fast  as  I  can.'" 

"  But  not,  I  trust,  without  condescending  r 
aflbrd  me  the  hope  and  happiness  of  anoth 
inter%'iew  in  the  course  of  the  day,  or  at  ^me// 
events,  to-morrow.** 

"  A  la  bonne  heure !  u  la  bonne  heure  !  ythv 
should  I  nt)t  ?  I  promise  you  I  am  not  going 
to  abandon  on  adventure  so  romantic.  l^Iay  I 
die  !  but  I  should  be  desesperee  an  dernier  were 
the  nasty  conntables  to  come  and  take  you  awav 
to  be  hanged,  and  so  spoil  an  incident  than 
which  there  is  nothing  prettier  in  Almalude,  or 
Malhilde  d'Aguilar." 

Keul>en  now  ventured  to  remind  her  that  the 
instant  sncrifice  of  his  life  might  be  involved  in 
the  smallest  violation  of  secrecy,  professed  an 
eternal  gratitude  for  her  promised  interest  in 
his  preservation,   declared  that  his  life  would 
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beoome  doubly  Tsluable  if  he  were  to  owe  its 
pcnervation  to  one  who  appeared  to  be  as  com- 
as die  was  beautiful,  idiich  was  the 
compliment  that  he  could  pay  to  her  hu- 
^jilJSitj,  and  ceociuded  his  passionate  address 
with  the  rather  humiliating  avowal,  that  ncces- 
nty  must  soon  expel  him  from  the  aitylum  he 
had  chosen,  unless  he  could  procure  fooil,  of 
which  he  had  tasted  none  for  many  hours. 

*'  Food  r  cried  Adeline  with  a  look  of  infi- 
nite disappointment  and  surprise,  "  how  cxce^- 
sirely  unromantic !  In  the  Knight  of  the  Sun, 
I  remember  that  Roseclaire  and  his  brother,  the 
sons  of  the  Emperor  of  Constantinople,  fasted 
for  a  whole  fortnight  without  inconvenience. 
Mais,  c'est  tgal:  modem  heroes  are  not  like 
those  in  the  days  of  Chivalry.  I  will  manage 
to  bring  you  something,  a  la  derohe !  allom ! 
allons  !  I  am  dying  to  sec  you  sink  into  the 
earth  like  a  mole.  You  must  not  mind  being 
buried  alive ;  in  the  country  we  arc  all  in  the 
same  predicament.  There,  take  care  how  you 
get  down.  How  dark  it  looks  below  !  Vrai- 
wtenii  cela  me  fait  horrtur,  A  Dicu  ve  plaise, 
p  2 
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that  you  dbould  be  diMxnrered.  Fi 
I  see  by  the  glass  that  my  tmtr  is  aga 
of  curl.  Adieu  !  au  rewrir :  fin  voi 
Draw  the  trap^loor  quite  dose  againJ 
die !  if  I  shall  ever  call  you  any  thixig 
cadius;  of  course  you  have  read  ol 
Arcadius,  in  the  Royal  Romanre,  who 
a  cavern  nx  weeks  for  love  of  the 
Gloria.  The  trap-door  is  shut  Adieu 
Yoila  une  pimaoHte^  afoentunP 
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Lore  mc  not  for  eomdy  gnev. 
For  my  pleMing  t]r«  or  Im» 
Nor  for  any  outward  part ; 
No,  nor  for  my  eonitant  heart : 
For  thoM  may  ful,  or  turn  to  ill. 

So  thou  and  I  ihall  sever : 
Keep,  therefore,  a  true  woman'f  eye. 
And  love  me  itill,  but  know  not  why. 
So  haet  thou  the  same  reaaon  still 

To  doat  upon  me  ever. 

Hksb  was  a  delightful  occurrence,  which  not 
^^ly  came  to  break  the  monotonj  of  Adeline*! 
Existence,  but  seemed  expressly  calculated  tu 
'inflame  an  imagioation  already  kindled  by  the 
'perusal  of  French  romances.     It  was,  indeed, 
an  incident  that  possessed  every  elens^it  of  at- 
traction to  a  mind  like  her8;-^ts  novelty  and 
mystery  were  combined  with  a  due  portion  of 
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the  terrible  to  preserve  the  interest,  for 
consequences  of  a  discovery  would  probably  I 
fatal ;  and  as  to  love,  she  was  not  only  ej 
mertt  amourettse  at  the  very  first  sight,  bttt 
held  in  the  passrionate  earnestness  of  Reul 
manner  while  he  was  kneeling  at  her  feet, 
well  as  in  every  subsequent  word,  look, 
pfesture,  the  confession  of  a  reciprocail 
which,  like  all  those  she  had  ever  read  of, 
to  rage  with  a  desperate  and  inextinguisfai 
ardour.     Elated,   enraptured,   at   the   thbUj 
that  she  was  acting  the  part  of  a  heroine, 
stole  covertly  to  the  summer-house  with  a  b( 
of  proviaiotis,  snatching  every  possible  opj 
tunity  of  repealing  her  visits ;    and,  far 
thinking  that  she  was  lowering  herself,  or 
mitting  any  impropriety,  by  these  clundcst 
interviews,  she  became  so  exalted  in  her 
opinion,  as  to  consider  herself  infinitely  su] 
to  the  common  daughters  of  earth,  while 
waK  thus  tripping  to  the  place  of  rendezv< 
Wlien  there,  however,  her  demeanour  was 
nu>n-place   enough, — she    coquetted,    laughi 
rattled,  talked  French,  sang  songs  in  the  m\ 
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Ingulf  to  tba  aooomfMniiBent  of  ber  guicar, 

imoged  biar  tpifurg  or  altered  a  patch  in  the 

fbift  was  throwa  into  the  prettiest  aud  iiKMt 

llicoiniDg    terrors     imaginable    wlicnever    «he 

htajid  «DjF  unexpected  noise,  and  listened  very 

patiently  lo  Reuben's  plans  for  his  escape*  un- 

hss  when  she  interrupted  him  to  moot  a  point 

out  of  some  high-flown  romancci  to  ahii  hin 

Ofniiioo  of  a  sweet  fancied  scarf  just  reccivi*d 

from  London,  or  to  consult  him  whether  th«* 

•roUops  of  her  new  Smc  i  Ui  Sedley  nhould  U- 

edged  with  gold  or  silver. 

Struck  as  Reuben  had  been  by  her  beauty  at 
their  first  interview,  as  well  as  by  a  certain  air 
of  high-bred,  though  somewhat  fantastical  elts 
gaoce  in  her  appearance^  and  not  less  flattered 
by  the  instant  ardour  with  which  she  had  vxiu 
braced  his  cause,  such  conversation  as  we  have 
described  could  not  fail  to  lower  biK  estimate  of 
her  understanding.  True,  he  was  a  lover  of 
the  romantic;  but  it  must  be  the  intuitive 
romance  of  the  intellect,  not  that  born)wpd 
Irom  the  ponderous  tomes  of  Scuderi  and  Col- 
pren^e :    he  doated  upon  enthusiasm ;  but  it 
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must  be  the  genuine  effusion  of  the  heart,  cot 
the  cold  /rivolous  emanation  of  the  head :  poe- 
try was  his  idol ;  but  it  was  the  lofij,  the 
passionate,  or  the  profound,  rot  the  flat  and 
frigid  amorou^ues3,  or  the  affected  fervours,  of 
French  chansonettes.  Wearied  with  her  girlish 
inanity  and  Frenchified  phrases,  finding  nothing 
lively  in  her  \apid  rattle,  and  a  good  deal  that 
struck  him  as  unfeminine  in  her  forwardness, 
espeeially  as  he  felt  the  unfavourable  construc- 
tion that  would  be  put  upon  their  furtive  meet- 
ings, should  they  ever  chance  to  be  discovered, 
he  became  impatient  to  break  tliem  off  by 
making  his  escape ;  with  which  view  he  had 
already  stolen  out  several  times  to  reconnoitre^* 
but  had  as  often  been  driven  back  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  troops  and  patrolling  parties  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

Adeline,  however,  dreamt  not  of  any  such 
speedy  termination  to  their  courtship,  for  such 
she  fully  considered  it  to  be.  Fancying  that  it 
would  now  become  her  to  l>e  pensive  aud  senti- 
mental, she  saug  her  teuderest  and  most  melting 
songs,  assumed  a  Languishing  look,  suifered  her 
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hmr  to  fidl  sboat  her  emrs  like  a  tngedy  queen, 
dcttudoiHlly  laid  her  right  haod  upon  her  hfart, 
ttry  cAcn  looked  up  to  heaven  with  an  expres- 
"Am  of  vacant  mehmcholy,  hecame  vdicniently 
ktadied  to  the  moon,  and  was  eeldom  unpro- 
^fed  with  a  deep  and  most  love-Araught  agh. 
Merer  had  ihe  been  to  happy  as  when  astuming 
these  appearaocefl  of  woe.     It  was  so  delightful 
to  have  somedinig  to  interest  one  in  the  country 
have  encountered  a  real  adventure ;   to 
a  lover  oonoeakd  in  a  woodhouse— and 
moreover^  whose  life  was  in  her  power ! 
And   then  the   importance   she    derived   from 
iMttig  the  depoutary  of  a  profound^  iinpcne- 
ttaible,  death-involving  secret,  was  in  itself  no 
Moall  charm ;  though  she  felt  it  would  be  still 
more  delicious,  if  some  one  could  know  how 
fortunate  she  was,  what  a  mighty  mystery  was 
ooofided  to  her,  how  furiously  bhc  was  beloii-d, 
how  devotedly  she  returned  the  passion  1     fie- 
ttdes,  all  heroines,  whether  of  romance  or  tra- 
gedy, had  a  confidant,  who  shared  their  joys 
aad  sorrows,  and,  what  was  of  more  const*- 
quence,  assisted  them  in  their  projects.     Her 
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secret,  too,  was  really  uneasy  in  her  own  bosom ; 
it  seemed  to  bum  within  her  :  she  was  dying  to 
reveal  it ;  it  was  perpetually  flutteriiig  upon 
the  tip  of  her  tongue,  as  if  waiting  for  an 
opportunity  to  fly  away  £rom  her.  She  fidgeted 
about  Helen,  looked  significantly  and  sheepishlv 
by  turns,  began  a  sentence,  and  suddenly  stop- 
]>ed  short  as  if  afraid  of  committing  herself; 
carefully  shut  the  doors  before  she  would  opoi 
her  lips  upon  the  most  indifferent  subject,  and 
dallied,  and  coquetted,  and  played  off  a  thou- 
sand ridiculous  and  affected  airs  w-ith  the  mys- 
tery in  her  possession. 

Her  sister  was  the  only  person  who  could 
consistently  fill  the  vacant  pcnnt  of  confi- 
dent, but  Helen,  she  thought,  was  so  prim, 
so  starch  and  precise,  and  formal  and  fussy, 
and  hated  adventures,  and  talked  so  sapiently 
about  propriety,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  that 
she  really  did  not  believe  she  could  ever  bring 
herself  to  make  the  communication.  However, 
all  these  dissuasions  yielded  to  the  still  greater 
annoyance  of  not  being  disburthened  of  her 
secret,    and   after   various   resolutions   to   that 
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and  as  many  £uliDgt  of  the  heart,  the 
mtat  henelf  down  one  morning  beade  her  siHter, 
vho  was  pnmdng  a  kndscape,  and  endeavoured 
to  prepare  herself  for  the  important  avoiiral,  a* 
veil  as  lo  awaken  attentum  in  her  auditreM  bj 
a  nMMt  ominoas  hcigfao ! 

Hekm  had  already  observed  that  there  was 
aaaaetfaing  labouring  in  Adelkie^s  mind,  but  a« 
she  had  reason  to  believe  her  deficient  in  real 
Ceding,  although  with  abundant  susceptibility 
%o  any  frivolcms  and  evanescent  impression,  she 
attributed  it  to  some  sentimental  woe  with 
whidi  she  had  been  infected  by  her  French 
nmances,  and  determining  to  wait  with  patience 
till  the  mountain  should  be  delivered  of  it* 
laoiise,  she  pursued  her  emfJoyment  without 
noticing  the  lugubrious  sigh  aforesaid. 

^  Di$  donCf  ma  utur,^'  said  Adeline  after 
another  sigh — '*  croU4u  que  ton  puiste  aimer — " 
•*  Nay,  prythee,^  interposed  Helen,  "  if  you 
are  going  to  talk  of  love,  let  us  speak  plain 
English,  or  I  ^lail  cry  with  Shakspeare's  Mer- 
catio— "  i^  jour— there's  a  French  salutation 
Hot  your  French  slop,  and  so  take  my  leave.*" 


»u 
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"  Sh&kspcare,  my  dear  Helen  !  he  wtu  a  mu- 
vage,  a  barbate.  How  can  you  quote  from  a 
mau  who  is  only  endurable  upon  our  stage 
when  altered  and  improved  by  Tate,  Davena&t, 
Crowne,  or  liavenscroft  ?  We  had  no  genuine 
taste  till  the  Itestoration  brought  it  over  to  us 
from  France.  I  was  going  to  inquire  whether 
you  still  disbelieved  in  the  possibility  of  love 
at  ^rst  sighu^ 

^,  Helen  declared  her  conviction  that  any  dig- 
nified  love  must  be  the  deliberate  oS'spiring  of 
the  head  and  heart,  and  could  not  be  thus 
iustantaaeously  liorn  of  the  eyes. 
,  .  **  fi'ailez  pas  si  grand  truing  cried  Adeline, 
and  then  having  played  for  some  time  with  her 
fan,  and  counted  die  sticks,  and  sh^htly  bluslied, 
and  cast  a  glance  at  herself  in  the  mirror  m 
she  bridled  up  her  head,  and  shook  buck  her 
curls,  she  continued,  "  You  may  have  never 
been  placed  in  such  a  situation,  Helen,  but  fur 
myself  I  can  attest  from  my  own  experience, 
that  a  woman  muy  find  it  impossible — that  is  to 
say,  that  she  may  fall  in  love  at  first  sight."  - 

"  So  theo,  the  wonder  is  out  at  last^"  ex- 
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Hakn,  **  afad  prey,  if  it  k  too  longer  a 
mem;  mtj  I  ailr  the  name  of  this  redoabtaMe 
Anadii^  who  has  oooquered  your  heart  hj  a 
da|^  oMjp  if iri/  ^     Some  Cavalier^  I  presume, 
nbomjen  have  discovered  upon  his  palfrey 
frooa  the  windov  ai  the  sornmer-hoase,  at  whidi 
jrmi  «re  so  delighted  to  plant  yourself.'*  '  ' 
-.  V ;««  Tn  Me  <^jf  fimtdi  pas  m«/,-HMt  badly  gues- 
sed f  said  Adeline,  wiuting  to  be  more  partien- 
Istftyevosa^uestioiied  before  she  proceeded  in 
liercoHfession. 

-    ^  I  have  never  any  wish  to  be  made  the  depo- 
aatary  of  a  secret,**  said  Helen ;  "  if  thn,  there^ 
Ibre,  b  nothing  more  than  a  girUsh  admiration 
mi'  aome  traknown  Romeo,  I  had  rather  not  re- 
Mve  it.     If  it  is  a  matter  of  any  serious  im- 
port, in  which  my  advice  or  assistance  can  bene- 
fit you,  they  are  both  willingly  at  your  service.** 
**  It  is,  it  is  !"  exchumed  Adeline  in  a  pas- 
sidoate  tone,  and   clasping  her  hands  as  she 
spoke ;  **  something  in  which  the  happiness  of 
my  own  existence,  and  the  life  of  a  feUow^^nrea- 
ture  are  concerned.^ 
**  Nay  then,  my  dear  Adeline,"  sud  Helen, 


re<]dening  with  sudden  surprize,  and  affection- 
ately kissing  her,  *'  1  am  most  anxious  to  hear 
iC 

"  And  you  promise  me  upon  your  honour, 
you  swear  to  me,  never  to  reveal  it  without  my 
permission.*' 

'*  Certainly,  my  dear  Adeline,  since  you  have 

ilittle  confidence  in  my  discretion  as  to  re^ 
quire  this  pledge." 

•*  Well,  then,  you  were  right ;  it  wa$  in  the 
summer-house  that  I  first  encountered  hira— ^t 
is  there  that  we  have  always  met." 

"  Always  met !  Good  Heavens  !  whom  have 
you  been  meeting,  and  for  what  purpose  ?*' 

With  some  little  real  confusion,  and  more 
affectation,  Adeline  proceeded  to  recount  tb^ 
wliole  adventure,  making  no  secret  of  the  de- 
light with  which  she  hod  insisted  upon  a  new 
interview  every  time  they  parted,  interlarding 
her  recital  with  passionate  praises  of  Reuben^s 
personal  and  mental  recommendations,  and 
concluding  with  the  assurance  that  he  was  de- 
sperately in  love  with  her,  and  that  he  was  her 
own  dear,  darling  Arcadius. 


Hdcn,  vlio  concluded  that  Ae  wu  to  be 
DHKie  die  confidant  of  ooe  of  those  eraDesceot 
lores  at  first  sight,  of  which  such  flighty  and 
inAammable  giris  as  her  sister-  are  apt  to  have 
a  acore  before  they  are  as  many  years  old,  was 
DoC  less  surprized  than  shocked  at  this  commu- 
mcation.  Taking  Adeline^s  two  hands,  and 
pressing  them  between  her  own,  while  the  blood, 
mounting  even  to  her  forehead,  betrayed  that 
the  felt  more  iduune  in  hearing,  than  her  sister 
did  in  recounting  the  adventure,  she  exclaimed, 
— "  My  dear,  dear  Adeline,  have  you  indeed 
been  so  excessively  imprudent  P  do  you  know 
anjrthing — " 

**  Oh,  if  you  had  but  seen  him  r  interrupted 
Adeline ;  "  such  a  beautiful  creature  I  and  so 
interesting,  and  so  melancholy,  and  so  spiri/ne/ 
and  eveilUf  quite  the  cavalier  accompli ;  and  as 
to  bis  understanding,  il  a  dc  tesprit  eomme 
qmatre.  Would  you  have  had  me  congedier  a 
youth  with  such  fine  large  expressive  eyes,  who 
placed  himself  and  his  life  in  my  hands.  Re* 
member,  that  Mandana,  in  the  Grand  Cyrus, 
sate  down  on  the  cold  ground,  by  the  King  of 
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Awyria,  aiid  not  only  pitied  him  who  died  for 
her — Ah  !  you  should  see  him,  c*est  un  hommt 
fait  a  peindre^* 

"  But  were  you  not  aware,  Adeline,  of  the 
gro«9  impropriety  of  these  clandestine  meetings 
— of  the  injury  your  reputation  would  ftustain 
if  discovered — of  the  danger — " 

'*^JBA,  pour  tamour  de  Dieu,  ne  joue  pas  la 
Sermoueus€y  and  donU  look  so  terribly  serious 
and  frightened ;  there  was  no  danger,  beliere 
me,  for  he  is  perfectly  ^age,  and  not  in  the 
smallest  degree  entrepenanlf  I  assure  you.** 

"  Will  you  allow  me,  at  least,  to  inqulfi? 
whether  he  has  ever  made  any  explicit  declartf-^ 
tjon  of  iove  to  you  ?" 

*'  La,  Helen !  how  can  you  be  so  indelicate  ^* 
do  you  suppose  people  cannot  carry  on  a  court- 
ship without  prattling  love  all  the  day  long  ♦ 
//  m'ajait  ks  doux  yeux — his  eyes  confessed  a 
tendresse  from  the  first  moment ;  he  swore  an 
eternal  gratitude ;  and  this  is  a  thousand  tim^ 
better  and  more  delightful  authority  than  any 
formal,  vulgar,  common-place  declaration.^        * 


^Hjdm  AdrUDe»*  exdmmed  Hden,  look, 
iag  rtUl  note  senoui*  **  cTcry  word  yciu  utter 
fiDs  me  with  additional  distrust  and  alatm.  Aa. 
joa  value  jour  character  and  jour  peace  of 
Oindt  I  do  inplore  jou  to  discard  fhxn  jour 

**  Stop,  Helen,  stop,  I  can  spare  all  jour  iiie 
«igfiunenta»  bj  recalling  to  jour  recollection 
9n^£mfitU  t^umour  mi  ne  raimmne  pmt."^ 

**  I>o  jou  then  seriouslj  mean  to  confess  that 
^aa  are  in  lore  with  this  stranger  ?^ 

^  .^perdaflieii^ — i  la  yotie— desperatelj,  dis- 
'^sactedlj,^  refdied  Adeline,  endeavouriug  to  as- 
vnime  a  most  tragical  and  energetic  look;  "  and 
neither  the  storms  of  fate,  nor  the  frowns  d 
JPortune,  nor  all  the  crudty  of  unrelenting  pa- 
vtets  idudl  erer  tear  his  dear  image  from  mj 


*'  But  the  laws  oi  your  country  maj  claim 
Inm  as  their  victim  in  spite  of  all  your  heroics. 
Supponng  even  that  he  reciprocates  your  pas- 
sion, have  JOU  reflected  that  he  is  an  outcast 
and  a  fugitive,  who,  so  far  from  being  in  a  si- 
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tuation  to  think  of  marriage,  must  either  fly 
from  P2ngland  or  live  in  hourly  danger  of  ihf 
•caffbld  ?" 

I  "  Tu  me  J'aU  fremir:  quelle  idee  horrible  I 
But  no,  no,  no  1  Every  body  says  that  an  am- 
nesty will  shortly  be  published  ;  he  will  be  par- 
doned ;  Mr.  Goldingham  is  enormously  rich; 
he  will  purchase  him  a  handsome  house  in  St 
Jameses,  and  if  I  once  get  back  to  London,  may 
I  die  if  1  ever  again  suffer  myself  to  be  buried 
in  the  triste,  the  sombre,  the  horrid  country, 
oii  fo/i  s*eiiuuie  a  la  mort.^  The  pleasant  idea 
of  London,  by  recalling  her  old  lovers^  com- 
pletely drove  her  new  one  from  the  volatile 
mind  of  Adehne,  as  she  exclaimed  in  a  sort 
of  rapture,  "O  dear,  gay,  delightful  London! 
Oh,  the  pleasured  of  the  ring,  the  parks,  th« 
Mall,  and  the  Mulberry  Garden  !  Every  place 
else  is  a  desert.  Oh,  the  charms  of  a  ball,  where 
you  are  sure  io  meet  the  whole  of  the  beau 
monde — an  embarras  of  sedans  and  coaches  in 
the  street,  through  which  your  chairmen  aw 
half  an  hour  in  forcing  their  way— every  win- 
dow lighted  up — flambeaux  flaring  at  the  door 
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■{Nfoir  of  footmen  in  the  htUR — muaic  ukd 
Irtiglitcr  wwdJBg  from  ftbore,  a  melie  of  plumes 
and  perukes,  and  an  entoriUUmtnt  of  swords* 
boopa,  and  floooees  on  the  stairs,  while  the 
whole  booM  rocks  to  the  merry  feet  of  beaux 
mA  belles  of  the  Court  and  the  grand  mondt.^ 
ai  thej  daooe  corants,  kvohas,  and  gal- 
liirda." 

^  But  to  recur  to  this  unfortunate  aflkir,'* 
addHden. 

^  What  so  gaj  and  teduuantj*  continued 
Adeline,  whose  flighty  imagination  was  too 
completely  transferred  to  London  to  allow  her 
to  notice  her  sister^s  remark ;  "as  to  drive 
to  dear  Mrs.  Thody's,  or  some  of  the  Indian 
shops  in  Bucklersbury,  to  buy  French  toys,  fans, 
points*  jessamine  gloves,  Spanish  paper^  tires 
for  the  head,  afanond*water  and  washes,  a  finger 
watch,  a  japan  patch  box,  or  a  darling  little 
diiaa  monster,  so  ugly  and  so  useless,  that  yon 
om't  possibly  help  falling  in  love  widi  him. 
Then  hey  I  for  the  Park,  where  you  presently 
notice  some  handsome  gallant  in  a  gilt  chariot, 
with  four  long-tailed  horses,  and  a  whole  cluster 


of  lacqueys  clinging  behind;  he  Has  a  perivig 
tfiaf  would  not  disgrace  even  Sir  Harcourt 
SUngsby  ;  he  lowers  his  side-glass  as  you  pass, 
and  surveys  you  tTun  air  ertjoue ;  ag^n  he 
sionatcly  side-glasses  you  when  you  meet,  et 
fait  hi  doux  yeux  ;  he  quits  the  Parle  when  ytin 
do,  and  you  see  him  on  the  Mall,  followed  by  a 
black  page,  with  a  brass  collar,  a  philamoti 
livery,  silver  buttons,  with  a  coronet,  ana''^i 
glazed  hat ;  your  spark  passes  you  three  times, 
looking  languishing  comme  on  tte  peutpfus ;  ohd 
at  night  you  meet  him  in  the  drawing-room  at 
Whitehall,  in  a  velvet  suit,  with  diamond  but- 
tons,  buckles,  sword-hilt,  and  hat-band,  when 
he  bows,  offers  you  his  snuff-box,  lays  his  haftd 
upon  his  heart,  sighs  eperdumerU^  et  fait  la  r5ti 
d'^un  amoureur  avoue."" 

So  totally  had  Adeline  lost  herself  in  this  ima- 
gined scene,  that  she  went  bowing,  curts3ring, 
flirting,  and  swimming  up  and  down  the  room, 
acting  to  her  own  description,  affectedly  Coquci* 
dng  with  the  invisible  lover  she  had  conjured 
up  ;  and  far  from  noticing  Helen  when  she  og^ 
attempted  to  bring  her  back  to  the  import^f 


«f?ibeir'firrt'diiODurte.  die  bur»t  ioto  a 
■■■iiiii^»titj,  ^^  Oh  1  whtf  bewitcfau}g  games 
td^^r^  iNiTa  I  pUyed  in  London  !    Oh  1  thp 
<ifl(kbl8  «|  the  capote  at  picquet,  of  H^roU  at 
jl||M«fty  iDi^^adpre  at  op>hr«»  *i*w  i»ne  of  diamondy 
j^foj^nett^  aad  pom  in  lanteraloo .'  Oh !  the  cham 
g(^.))f!i^g  joined  at  the  plaj  by  a  handsoine 
fpfjafg^gahmtf  aU  lace  and  ribbons,  periwig  and 
pi4y;|tio,  qui  vout  fait  »a  cour  a  la  derobi^  whila 
|p|l  lounge  backwards  in  a  side  box,  and  see 
{l^l^oTous  .  heroes    on    the  stage,  -tearing,    and 
f^Mnpng*  and  huffing  at  the  gods,  in  rhyme, 
19.,  op^  of  pryden's  darling  heroic  plays !"     For 
■(»pM£  mpments  she  remained  lost  in  a  silent  con- 
tinuation   of  this  delicious  reverie,  and   then 
aivldwily  recollecting   herself,    she    turned    to 
Helen,  and    exclaimed  in  a  tone  of  surprize, 
**  Eli  J  iBon  Dicu  !  we  have  quite  forgotten  my 
ppQT  dcAT  Arcadius  iu  the  wood-house  V^ 
•  ,^0  herself  this  reproach  might  be  applicable 
cnoMgh>   but   certainly  not   to   Helen,  whose 
^^le,  thought,   during   the   delivery  of   this 
tmiurous .  effusion,  had  been  devoted  to  a  con- 
mdf^^f^  (d.  the  best  means  for  getting  rid  of 
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Reuben,  and  thua  putting  an  end  to  Adeline's 
romantic  and  dangerous  passion  for  a  stranger 
and  an  outcast.  Knowing  her  to  be  not  lesi 
giddy  tli«n  susceptible,  she  really  trembled  at 
the  risk  she  wasi..ov.^.-ir»^.  while  her  penetrating 
mind  instantly  foresaw  how  penlously  the  whole 
family  might  be  compromised  if  they  were  d&- 
tected  in  harbouring  and  communicating  with 
a  traitor,  who  was  known  to  have  taken  ao 
active  part  in  the  recent  rebellion.  Their  fa- 
ther's fury,  and  the  fiery  impetuosity  of  their 
brother  the  captain,  consequences  which  liad 
entirely  escaped  Adeline's  recollection,  would 
not  by  any  means  be  the  worst  result  of  a  dis- 
covery, since  it  had  been  publicly  announced 
that  all  those  who  should  conceal  the  fugitives, 
or  refuse  to  give  them  up,  would  be  held  guilty 
of  a  capital  offence.  As  to  surrendering  the 
unhappy  man  to  death  who  had  chosen  sanc- 
tuary ujx>n  their  premises,  she  would  have  pe- 
rished herself  rather  than  have  become  instru- 
mental  in  so  base  an  act  of  cruelty ;  nay,  she 
could  not  help  deeply  sympathizing  with  hia 
misfortunes,  though  she  did  not  the  less  keenly 
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el  the  vital  ncoeMity  of  getting  rid  of  him 
itb  M  little  deUy  as  possible.  Filled  with  the 
oat  anxious  and  painful  thoughts,  and  afraid 
'  aeting  with  precipitation  in  an  affair  that 
▼olved  such  fearful  consequences  to  all  parties, 
le  exacted  from  Adeline  a  promise  not  to  re- 
fit the  sununer-house  on  that  day,  agreeing  to 
loompany  her  thither  early  on  the  following 
onung,  and  informing  her  that  she  should  in 
le  n>ean  time  derote  her  mind  to  a  deliberate 
auideratkm  of  the  steps  which  would  be  most 
radent  for  them  to  adopt  in  so  delicate  and 
ngeroas  a  predicament 
With  this  understanding  they  parted,  Helen 
etaking  herself  to  her  painting  room,  where 
le  was  less  liable  to  be  interrupted,  that  she 
light  collect  her  thoughts,  and  consider  how 
leir  unwelcome  visitant  might  be  dismissed 
rith  the  least  peril  to  all  parties ;  and  Adeline 
9  ber  own  apartment,  to  conceal  the  distress 
be  felt  at  having  pledged  herself  to  violate  her 
Dgagement  for  another  interview  with  her  own 
ear  darling  Arcadius.  As  the  appointed  hour 
lev  near,  the  indulged  in  the  moat  gloomy 


apprehensions  of  the  extremities  to  'wliii^h  he 
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miffht  be  driven  by  his  despair  at  her  xnaor 
appearanc^— 7AII  the  catastrophes  of  disap- 
pointed lovers  that  she  had  encountered  in  hier 

1^-        ■  "     ■  •:>•  ■  '  t  >--T'» 

romances,  presented  themselves  at  once  to  her 
imagination ;  she  even  doubted  whether  she 
ought  to  observe  her  vow,  solemn  as  it  vras» 
jrhen  she  reflected  that  her  lover's  suicide  micht 
be  the  consequence  of  her  cruelty :  but  appi^ 
bending  that  Helen  miglit  be  upon  the  watch 
to  intercept  her,  she  made  a  virtue  of  neccssi^, 
and  contented  herself  with  looking  most  wi^ 
1  ^lly  towards  the  plantations  in  which  ,the 
»ummcr-house  was  embowered. 

It  was  tlie  time  of  sunset,  an  hour  peculiarlj 
t  consecrated  to  those  who  are  suffering  under 
a  wounded  spirit ;  the  evening  star  was  begin- 
niog  to  twinkle,  an  object  with  which  all  foHora 
vers  are  known  to  sympatliize ;  and  anon  the 
Bonnet-hatching  moon,  that  never-failing  stimu- 
lant of  poetry  and  romance,  was  seen  emerging 
from  the  clouds.  This  combination  of  attrac- 
tions^  though  by  no  means  uncustomary,  ex- 
ercised an  unusual   influence  on  the,  agitated 
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mind  of  Adelioe.  who  resolved  to  e8ca|)c  from 
ber  unwelcome  confinement,  and  walk  round  tlic 
Xtarge  sheet  of  water  at  the  back  of  the  mansion ; 
olMerving,  however,  the  strict  letter  of  her 
engagement  with  Helen,  by  keeping  always  at 
a  considerable  distance  from  the  summcr-hou^»e. 
She  accordingly  betook  herself  to  the  borders 
of  the  little  lake,  studded  here  and  there  with 
weeping  birch  trees,  whose  silvery  bark  now 
flbone  in  the  bright  relief  of  moonlight  against 
the  dark  evergreens  behind  thcin.  At  the  fur- 
ther extremity  of  the  water  was  an  arl)our,  pro- 
vided with  a  seat,  on  which  she  threw  herself, 
contemplating  for  some  time  with  a  placid  me- 
lancholy, the  semicircular  and  successive  flashes 
of  light  as  a  gentle  breeze  sent  the  radiant 
waves  rippling  close  to  her  feet. 

Here  she  remained  for  some  time,  l)enioaning 
Ijer  hard  fate,  until  the  latcnesn  of  the  hour 
warned  her  that  it  was  time  to  retire,  when  just 
as' she  was  rising  for  this  pur|)o>e,  bhe  heard  a 
rustling  amid  a  plantation  of  laurels  and  firs  at 
a'sniaU  distance,  whence  the  figure  of  a  man 
aiundusly  stole  forth,  and  advanced  towards  tie 
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Wfl^i:i  .  A  large  cloak  eu\vloi)ed  hi  a  limbs,  but 
Adeljae's  throbbing  heart  seeoied  already  io 
have  ]H'iietrated  through  this  vain  diaguiae: 
"tAb!"  ^aid  slic  to  lierself,  in  a  palpitating 
'^isperj  "  the  |teea  eye  of  love  i»  not  so  waily 
deceived  ;  it  is,  it  is  the  youth  of  my  affections; 
my  own  dear,  darling  Arcadius.  There  is  hia 
fine  figure — there  are  his  graceful  attitudes." 
But  at  the  same  time  remembering  her  so- 
lemn pledge  not  to  seek  an  interview,  and  de- 
tcrcnincil  to  show  that  sJie  could  exhibit  a 
proper  restraint  and  self-control,  when  the  €0> 
caMon  demanded  it,  she  resolved  to  remain  con* 
cealed  and  watch  his  motions.  jdi 

I  Advancing  with  the  same  circumspection  to  the 
brink  of  the  water,  the  figure  looked  eagerly  up 
and  down  its  banks,  as  well  as  to  the  plantv 
tions  behind  him,  and  then  it  was  that  the  idea 
suddenly  rushed  into  Adehno^  mind  that  he 
was  gazing  in  that  manner  to  see  whether  be 
were  watched,  preparatory  to  his  throwing  liinit 
self  into  the  oblivious  wave,  that  he  might  £prp 
^et  nt  once  his  dangers  as  a  rebels  and  his  di^ 
appointnieut  as  a  jijg;vi^.  ,,,A]Ji  plec^^^  and.AU 


Mic«|f<#amkhbdiMbre  4hw '  apfMllkig  tfffpfv- 
lifenii«a«i!«iid  liie-wA*'  plrepffHhi^  fA  nt&tt  i^ 
mvduMd  ducoTtr  her8c4f,  wheh  «4ie  MUhisUM^ 
pAi^tp'i|eneif;  "Hist!  he^  turiM  round^,  he 
^iBts- tbe'wftUr,  pethapi  he  npents  h\i  datilfi- 
tiBsqih^'iimfblds  hiB  cloak,  he  draws 'ft  iiitftol 
fidnt'his  l»iiioni^  I  fanow  thait  h«  is  provided 
%]di' those  fkuk  weapons.  O  heatens !  he  lev«k 
it>mtihtt  awn  h«ad !  r  At  this  terrific  sight  sh^ 
iillmtd  a  picrohig  screiun,  and  cxdaiming  «s 
ifae  mahed  forwanl ;  "  Rash  man,  forbear! 
lire,  live  for  yoor  faithful  Adeline  T  she  dashed 
Iran  ilM  hand  the  supposed  pistol,  which  fell  to 
the  ground  with  a  loud  smash  : — as  the  f{gare 
tukucd  suddenly  round,  the  moonlight  shone  full 
aipDfl  the  ceerse  features  of  a  ruffian-looking 
MloWf  who  muttered  in  a  hoarse  voice. — 
*fi  Cogswounds !  what  the  dickon  be  that  tor  ? 
daki^»  thee  hast  spilt  as  prime  a  bottle  of  dou- 
M^  ale  aa  were  ever  tipped  over  tongue.*"  Scared 
at  Mdi  an  i^expected  appaHCton,  Adeline  ut- 
ttir«d  'atmther  sct^m,  and  ran  with  all  the  speed 
ofiifeerMi'  towards  the  house;  while  the  fish- 
{U«chms  (^  %Uch  the  Mh^  fn^BJ)  -«li6  Mad 
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been  lurking  about  for  his  expected  comrade,  to 
assist  him  in  dragging  the  water  for  the  carp, 
and  had  intended  to  solace  himself  in  the  mean 
whOe  with  a  bottle  of  ale,  thought  it  most  fxru- 
dent  to  decamp  from  the  premises,  quite  unable 
to  account  for  the  adventure,  but  not  in  the 
least  doubting  that  the  mad  lady,  as  be  took  her 
to  be,  had  run  to  the  house  for  the  purpose  of 
alarming  the  servants. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

"  If  I  am  4 

Traduced  by  ignorant  tongan,  which  neither  know 
My  faculties  nor  peraon,  yet  will  be 
The  chronicles  of  my  doing,  let  aoe  aay 
'Tia  but  the  fate  of  place,  and  the  rough  brake 
That  virtue  must  go  through.     We  must  not  stint 
Our  necessary  actions,  in  the  fear 
To  cope  malicious  censurers.*' 

SHAKSrCAaE. 

TuF  day  of  Reuben's  departure  from  Gold- 
ingham  Place,  and  of  his  flight  to  Lyme  to  join 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth^  had  proved  a  most 
anxious  one  to  his  uncle.  The  seizure  of  his 
brass  cannons,  of  which  he  preseniiy  lecdycd 
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information,  gave  him  some  uneasiness,  from 
his  apprehension  that  it  might  occasion  him  to 
be  thought  a  partizan  of  the  insurgents;  al- 
though he  was  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  tran- 
saction until  after  its  occurrence ;  while  the 
non-appearance  of  his  nephew  i m m cdiatcly 
awakened  a  thousand  misgivings  in  his  mind. 
During  their  short  colloquy  on  the  subject  of 
the  rebellion,  he  had  suspected  from  his  looks 
and  hurried  munner.  that  he  meditated  some 
enterpri/.e  which  he  did  not  choose  to  avow; 
and  he  had  found  no  difficulty  in  discovering 
^  that  they  entertained  diametrically  opposite 
sentiments  as  to  the  course  which  it  became 
a  prudent  patriot  to  adopt  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country.  Shrewd,  circumspect, 
and  wary,  Goldingham  had  not  only  foreseen 
from  the  first  the  fatal  termination  of  Motv- 
mouth^s  desperate  adventure,  but  judging  from 
the  relentless  and  bigoted  character  of  the 
King,  that  he  would  visit  the  insurgents  with 
a  double  wrath,  both  as  rebels  and  as  heretics, 
he  anticipated  an  unsparing  cruelty  in  bis  pro- 
cecdingSj  when  he  should  have  crushed  their 
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pffojccta.  His  anxiety  on  Il«uben^B  account* 
therefore^  vaa  not  only  painfully  intense^  as 
his  protracted  absence  confirmed  all  bis  sutpi* 
dons,  but  filled  him  with  keen  apprehensions 
as  to  his  own  liability  to  be  compromised,  when 
it  became  bruited  abroad  in  the  neighbourhood 
that  bis  nearest  relation^  and  his  brass  cannons* 
were  in  the  service  of  the  rebels.  As  a  moa- 
suze  of  precaution,  therefore*  he  went  before  a 
neighbouring  magistrate*  accompanied  by  one 
<^  his  tenants,  who  had  witnessed  the  disman- 
tling of  his  little  batteries,  and  who  made  a 
deposition  upon  oath  of  the  whole  occurrence ; 
to  which  Goldingham  added  the  circumstance 
that  his  nephew  had  not  since  been  seen*  wish- 
ing it  to  be  inferred  that  he  had  lieen  forcibly 
carried  off  by  the  rebels,  though  this  of  course 
constituted  no  part  of  his  statement.  At  all 
events*  be  considered  it  an  exculpation  of  him- 
self; while  it  might  eventually  benefit  Ileuben 
to  have  thus  publicly  recorded  the  fait  of  his 
disappearance*  whatever  might  have  occasioned 
it. 

Such  was  the  sde  foundation  for  Hewson's 
B  2 
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story  to  Rtiubeo,  that  his  uncle  had  been  u 
rested  -and  released  upon  boil,  allliuugh  it  vu 
perfectly  true  that  soldiers  had  been  quartexd 
in  his  house,  and  that  hib  grounds  were  besrt 
with  people  upon  tbe  louk-out  for  his  nepliev, 
his  name  being  now  enrolled  in  the  list  of  tbr 
gentry  for  whose  apprehension  a  reward  va 
offered.  Such  rude  inmates  quarrelling  and  re- 
vdling  in  his  hall,  especially  as  tliey  chamtd 
to  belong  to  an  Irish  regiment,  and  prafesied 
tiie  religion  which  his  diseased  imagination  Id- 
variably  connected  with  Popish  plots  and  ma^ 
sacres,  could  not  fail  to  irritate  his  temxt. 
even  to  a  preposterous  excess.  He  became  t 
perpetual  hog  in  armour,  his  silken  panupl)' 
and  Protestant  flail  being  never  laid  aside,  even 
for  a  moment.  What  little  sleep  he  obtained 
was  under  the  special  guard  of  this  shirt  of 
woven  mail,  \i'ilh  the  additional  protecQon  of 
loaded  pistols  by  his  bed-tide  ;  a  bristling  and 
uneasy  apparatus,  which  by  stimulating  terrific 
dreams,  scared  his  mind  while  it  ailbrded  but 
a  doubtful  security  to  his  body.  If  he  took 
his  hom-heoded  cane,  and   ventured    to  walk 
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moiid  the  graunds,  he  detected  ercadroppcrs 
akolkiog  about  the  premises,  who  were,  in  fact, 
iurkhig  to  gather  tidings  of  Reuben,  but  whom 
the  prevailing  maladj  of  his  mind  instantly  con- 
verted into  truculent  asMissins  and  pbtters. 
When,  in  addition  to  these  manifold  subjects  of 
annoyance  and  vexation,  his  thoughts  reverted,  as 
they  perpetually  did,  to  Reuben,  whom  he  really 
krred, — who  was  now  wandering  he  knew  not 
whither  as  a  proscribed  rebel,  and  whose  cspture 
would  probably  be  followed  by  an  ignominiouK 
death,  it  may  readily  be  supposed  that  h\% 
•elf-^ratulating  "  Hem  !"  was  no  longer  honrd  ; 
that  the  lump  sugar  in  his  waistcoat  pocket, 
which  found  a  rapid  consumption  when  he  wait 
in  a  complacent  mood,  remained  in  its  depo- 
atary  unnoticed  and  undiminished,  and  that 
he  wore  a  most  rueful  look,  when  in  his  solitary 
rambfes  he  ejaculated  "  Whcugh  f  is  this  the 
peace,  safety,  and  tranquillity,  I  was  to  find  in 
the  country  ?  Adzooks  !  I  wish  I  was  at  this 
moment  sitting  behind  my  great  ledger  in 
Throgmorton  Street." 

Two  or  three    days  after  the  disturbance 
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occasioned  in  his  house  by  the  €rst  notification 
of  the  Duke^s  landing,  he  went  over  to  tfltf 
Rookery  for  tlie  purpose  of  gathering  tidinp 
respecting  the  progress  and  prospects  of  ditt 
invaders,  when,  on  reacliing  the  Ijowling-gfeeh 
in  front  of  the  house,  he  encounterd  Lady 
Crockatt,  whom  he  had  not  seen  since  slie  hflil 
■o  unceremoniously  deprived  him  of  his  carriage, 
for  the  purpose  of  eflecting  her  own  flight  witk 
more  rapidity  from  the  supposed  dangers  of 
a  popish  massacre.  The  result  of  her  setfisfi 
finesse  upon  that  occasion  had  aci?orded  rallier 
with  her  merits  than  her  anticipations.  Tirod- 
thy,  not  knowing  very  acciu*ate]y  the  CM^ 
road  to  her  ladyship^s  mansion,  l)etrayed  bytUr 
darkness  of  the  nighty  drowsy  with  th^  'Idft 
he  had  been  drinking,  and  incensed  at  bc^fig 
ordered  out  for  a  stranger,  when  Rupert,  Ids 
favourite  horse,  was  known  to  be  lender  in  ofle 
of  his  fore  feet,  had  contrived  to  find  his  mwj 
into  a  newly  ploughed  field,  where  he  presently 
stuck  fast,  and  informed  her  ladyship  that  he 
had  come  to  the  end  of  his  journey,  since  he 
could  neither  get   the  carriage   forwards  nor 
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bidciwtls.  With  many  lugubrious  looks  and 
|ioe4>egooe  excUmationa  she  rebuked  him  in 
>  lerms  for  his  stupidity^  threatening  to 
ktne  bun  well  horsewhipped  when  they  arrived 
albrrown  house,  and  insisting  that  he  should 
kib  bis  La2y,  good-for-nothing  horses,  and  com- 
pel cbem  to  go  forward. 

'Say  you  aoP**  cried  Timothy*  who  might 
Bftfitly  propitiated  by  gentle  language,  but 
imdcred  instantly  intractable  by  abuse — 
By  mj  t^^oggs  f  I'q>  not  sucli  a  lobb  and 
a  widgeoo  as  to  drive  a  cockatrice  home,  that 
I  may  earn  a  horse-whipping  for  my  fare**— at 
which  words  he  drew  a  couple  of  horse-cloths 
fivm  the  boot,  spread  them  carefully  over  his 
cattle,  tied  a  handkerchief  round  his  own  head, 
■ate  hiuKclf  down  upon  the  foot  board,  leant 
back  against  the  box,  and  seemed  composing 
boarif  very  deliberately  for  sleep.  **  Whvi 
TOO  old  drunkard,^  exclaimed  her  ladyship, 
lowmog  the  front  glass  about  an  inch  to  make 
btnetf  beard,  and  shuddering  back  as  she 
Ml  the  cold  air — "  What  are  you  about  ?  We 
going  to  pass  the  night  here.'*' 
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"I  am,  for  one,"  said  Timotliy;  "but  if 
you  don't  like  your  bed-room,  my  ladj,  I  can 
let  you  out.*^ 

"  Let  me  out,  fellow !  What  I  witli  my 
rheumatism,  and  my  liver  com]>laint,  and  my 
poor  delicate  nervous — Eugh  !  it  would  l>e  the 
death  of  me."" 

''Like  enough,  like  enough;  it^s  all  one 
to  old  Timothy.^  And  so  indeed  it  seemed; 
for  he  drew  his  coat  about  him,  adjusted  his 
head  comfortably,  and  appeared  already  to  be 
dosing.  Incensed  at  his  insolence,  as  well  as 
by  the  air  of  composure  with  which  he  wa* 
nestling  himself  off  to  sleep.  Lady  Crockatt 
commanded  him  to  diive  on  in  still  more  pe- 
remptory and  abusive  terms,  threatening  that 
he  should  run  the  gauntlet  through  all  bi*r 
servants  first,  and  the  horsepond  afterwards, 
if  lie  did  not  instantly  obey  her;  to  all  which 
angry  menaces  she  obtained  no  other  reply  than 
an  indistinct  and  sleepy  muttering  of — "  Ah  ! 
that's  always  the  way  with  you  women;  you 
make  such  a  cursed  cackling  that  you  won't 
let  a  poor  fellow  have  a  nap,  if  he's  ever  so 
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drdwsy.  There  you  go  again,  click  clack  ! 
dick  dack !  but  it^s  all  one  to  old  Timothy : 
all  one  to  <^d  Timothy.     Why  can't  you  hold 

your  tongue,  and  let" the  remainder  of 

the  aentence  waa  lost  in  a  succession  of  low 
murmun,  and  a  loud  snore  presently  afterward<i 
attested  that  he  had  settled  himself  for  thi* 
night,  or  that  he  was  at  all  events  deaf  for  the 
pment  to  the  v<nce  of  either  rerilings  or  entrea- 
tiea.  At  this  ominous  sound  her  ladyship  losing 
all  patience,  vented  an  angry  invective  against 
the-' selfishness  and  inhumanity  of  the  whole 
worid,  and  of  the  odious,  insc^ent  coachman 
ID  particular,  and  finally  burst  into  a  passion  of 
tears. 

Timothy^s  slumbers,  however,  were  not  m) 
aoand  as  she  had  anticipated.  A  heavy  rnin 
diatntbed  without  completely  awakening  him, 
in  which  half-sleeping  state  he  crawled  down 
from  the  foot-board,  and  opened  the  carriage 
door.  "  Good  heavens  !*'  exclumed  her  lady- 
ship with  a  scream — "What  is  the  horrid 
fellow  about?  I  am  not  going  to  get  out 
here." 

B  5 
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H  ••  Like  enough,  bke  enough/  niuttered  Ti- 
mothy, drowsily;  **  but  I  am  going  to  get  in. 
Not  Buuh  a  Inbb  as  to  get  soaked  through  on 
the  box,  when  there 's  a  snug  birth  inside."  At 
these  words  he  began  floundering  into  the 
carriage,  when  Lady  Croekatt,  forgetting,  in 
the  real  terror  of  the  moment,  her  whole  cata- 
logue of  imaginary  ailments,  snatched  up  the 
corpulent  and  wheezing  Cynthia  by  her  side, 
opened  the  opposite  door,  scrambled  out  into 
the  rain  and  mud,  waded  across  the  ploughed 
field,  and  guided  by  a  lucky  gleam  of  moon- 
light, was  enabled  to  reach  a  neighbouring 
lodge,  where  she  obtained  shelter  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  night. 

Mrs.  Chatsworthj  who  had  accompanied  her 
to  the  Rookery,  no  sooner  saw  Goldingham  ap- 
proaching, than  she  took  her  Ladyship  by  the 
hand,  and  leading  her  up  to  him,  exclaimed 
with  a  malicious  smile,  "  Allow  me  to  present 
to  you  Lady  Croekatt,  on  her  arrival  from 
Farmer  Colson's  ploughed  field;  but  last,  1  be- 
lieve, from  Sir  Harry  Hilgrove's  lodge.*" 
i  «•  Hoy,  whoop  !**    roared  the  Squire;  *'  stole 
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away !  slunk  to  earth !  gave  us  the  slip  I  Sink 
me!  mj  lady,  but  you  soon  took  to  cover, 
t'other  night;  we  were  all  at  fault— all  thrown 
out.  Ah!  the  she-foxes  are  always  the  most 
cunning.'* 

*^  But  you  arrived  safe  in  the  ploughed  field 
at  last,**  siud  Mrs.  Chatsworth ;  "  which,  in 
such  a  heavy  rain,  must  have  made  it  pleasant 
soft  walking  for  the  rest  of  your  excursion.'" 

'*  Oh,  vastly  pleasant,  no  doubt,  to  be  brought 
to  death's  door  with  the  rheumatism,**  cried  her 
Ladyship,  in  an  angry  and  upbraiding  tone ; 
**  to  be  obliged  to  get  out  of  the  carriage  on  such 
a  shocking  night ;  and  with  my  poor  Cynthia  in 
my  arms  (you  know  what  a  weight  dear  Cyn- 
thia is),  to  cross  an  odious  field  of  mud,  in  a 
pair  of  thin  satin  shoes,  both  of  which  I  left  in 
the  clay  in  the  first  nx  steps ;  and  in  less  than 
half  a  dozen  more,  I  stuck  so  fast  in  the  mire, 
that  I  could  not  extricate  my  left  leg  without 
putting  down  poor  Cynthia,  who  first  bit  my 
arm,  and  then  kept  an  incessant  howling  in  my 
face ;  while  that  horrid  wretch  of  a  coachman 
pretended  to  be  snoring  inside   the  carriage, 
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though  I  verLly  believe  he  was  sniggering  alj 
the  while  at  ray  distress.  Eugh,  it  will  be  the 
death  of  nie  I** 

Instead  of  apologizing  to  Goldingham  for 
the  liberty  she  had  taken  with  bis  carriage,  she 
now  commenced  a  furious  abuse  of  Timothy,  ex- 
pressing her  hope  that  he  had  boon  discharged 
the  next  morning  from  his  situation. 

"  If  your  Ladyship  can  forgive  yourself  for 
your  conduct  upon  that  occasion,"  said  Gold- 
ingham, with  a  somewhat  stern  look,  "  I  reallv 
see  no  good  reason  why  I  should,  not  pardon 
poor  Timothy  ;  especially  as  I  believe  he  was 
so  drowsy,  from  the  ale  he  had  lK*en  taking,  as 
scarcely  to  know  what  he  was  aboul.'^ 

"  Oh,  but  the  selfishness  he  evinced,  a  vice 
which  I  hold  in  such  particular  abomination  1 
I  don't  know  where  we  arc  to  look  for  sympathy 
and  commiseration.  That  brute.  Sir  Carrol 
Crockatt,  made  sport  of  me  when  I  got  home, 
more  dead  than  alive;  and  my  present  audi- 
tors, methinks,  might  have  at  least  concealed 
their  laughter,  if  tliey  could  not  feel  any  com- 
passion, when  I  related  my  misadventure.   Ahi 
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mj  dmr  Sir  Aabioae  Jessop,  I  am  glad  you 
here  joined  ut«  Ton  have  a  feeling  heart ; 
you  can  compaanonate  my  unhappy  case ;  you 
will  be  indignanty  I  am  sure,  at  the  horrid 
treatment  I  have  reoeiTed,  though  some  people 
allow  their  coachmen  '  to  insult  personages  of 
distinction  with  impunity.^ 

Sir  Ambrose  made  a  profound  and  formal 
bov  to  her  Ladyship  first,  to  each  individual  of 
the  party  afterwards,  and  was  beginning  a  set 
speech  to  Goldingham,  regretting  that  his 
grounds  should  have  received  so  much  damage 
at  the  time  the  invaders  carrieti  olf  his  brass 
cannon,  when  Lady  Crockatt,  who  could  not 
bear  to  listen  to  any  body's  misfortunes  or  trou- 
bles but  her  own,  seised  the  end  of  Sir  Am- 
brose's lie-wig,  which  was  carefully  drawn 
through  a  gold-edged  button-liole,  and  having 
thus  prevented  his  escape,  began  a  recapitula- 
tion of  her  woeful  adventure  and  scandalous 
maltreatment  on  the  night  of  the  Duke^s 
landing. 

Annoyed  at  this  tedious  Da  Capo^  and  de- 
termined to  break  it  off,  the  Squire,  who  had 
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been  holdinn;  all  the  while  a  basket  in  his  hand, 
exclaimed^"  Harkee,  Sir  Ambrose,  you  asked 
rac,  t'other  day,  for  a  Bellonia  spaniel— one  of 
the  right  sort — black  mouth  and  muzzle,  bushy 
tail,  small  round  feet,  straight  legs,  deep  chest, 
white  coat)  liver-coloured  spots,  brown  shag 
ears.'* 

"  Precisely  the  kind  of  creature  I  am  com- 
missioned to  procure  for  Lady  Laura  Lovell, 
who  wants  it  to  match  a  four-footed  friend  that 
she  has  already  got,"  said  Sir  Ambrose. 

"  Whoop !  then  your  business  is  done.  I 
have  a  beauty  in  this  basket,  and  if  he  suits 
you,  you  are  perfectly  welcome  to  him." 

*'  My  dear  Sir,"  said  Sir  Ambrose,  gently 
disengaging  liimself  from  her  ladyship^'s  grasp, 
*'  you  have  not  only  done  me  a  singular  service, 
but  conferred  upon  me  a  favour  which  I  feel 
most  fervently.  Permit  me  to  examine  your 
precious  present."  So  saying,  he  stooped  down 
with  a  look  of  expectation,  and  gently  opened 
the  lid,  when  a  large  badger  sprung  out,  and 
mapped  at  his  hand,  and  Sir  Ambrose  not 
knowing,  in  the  first  impulse  of  his  surprise  and 
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tcflTor,  what  lort  of  a  wild  beast  it  was,  took 
•addenly  to  his  heels,  followed  by  the  scared 
aniiiial,  dragging  after  it  the  basket,  to  which 
It  had  been  attached  by  a  string.  The  Squire 
pursuing  the  fugitives  across  the  bowling-green 
as  fast  as  his  oonvulsions  of  laughter  would  per- 
mit him,  presently  recaptured  the  badger,  and 
returned  with  it  to  Lady  Crockatt,  who  ex- 
claimed  with  a  scream — '*  Oh  !  the  horrid,  ugly 
creature.  I  protest  it*s  just  like  Sir  Carrol : 
pray  put  it  to  death  instantly.  It  has  almost 
frightened  me  into  hysterics.  My  drops,  my 
drops  r 

By  this  time  Sir  Ambrose  returned,  pale  with 
dinnay,  and  out  of  breath  with  his  flight,  and 
yet  endeavouring  to  assume  an  air  of  dignity 
and  composure,  as  he  said,  bowing  and  panting, 
**  Mr.  Hartfield,  I  am  particularly  proud  to 
call  you  my  friend,  but  you  must  allow  me  to 
say,  that  such  practical  jokes  are  neither  plea- 
■■Dt  nor  profitable.  I  am  neither  a  foe  to  frolic 
nor  a  hater  of  hilarity  ;  but  really,  thus  to  let 
an  animal  fly  at  me,  whose  baneful  bite   ■     * 

"  Buzz !  Sir  Ambrose,  do  you  fancy  he  has 
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got  some  of  the  wild  Irish  in  his  mouth,  whom 
you  were  so  afraid  of  on  the  night  of  the  land- 
ing ?  Look  at  him,  man ;  he  couldn't  draw 
htood  from  a  blind  puppy.  I  have  broken 
every  one  of  his  teeth  before  I  turn  him  out  n 
a  trail  for  some  young  hounds  that  I  am  going 
to  enter.  Nay,  man,  why  do*st  look  so  glum  ? 
Out  of  humour  because  I  beat  you  at  shuffle- 
l)oard  ?  Whoop  !  you  mustn't  mind  a  frcJic,  for, 
sink  me  1  if  I  could  lielp  it,  I  'm  in  such  rare 
spirits  this  morning.  Hey,  yoicks!  tantivi ! 
tally-ho !  here  comes  Chervil  with  the  dogs. 
Curse  that  young  hound,  ^vas  there  ever  such 
an  awkward  whelp  ?  Look  at  liis  legs,  ^sblood ! 
the  fellow ""s  out  at  elbows; — he'll  never «toop 
to  a  scent,  know  a  rate,  stop  easily,  or  become 
handy:  and  yonder  couple,  I  fear,  will  be  little 
better  than  babblers  or  skirters.  Send  btck 
old  Trimbush,  Chervil;  he'll  never  be  a  staunch 
stag-hound  again,  since  you  suffered  him  to 
stoop  to  a  hare.  Hey  boys>  hey  !  hark  forward  * 
hark  forward !"  Taking  no  further  notice  of 
his  \isitants  lie  hasteuetl  away,  in  order  to  head 
the  dogs  with  his  trail-badger,  while  his  sten- 
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totum  voiee  wm  heard  shouting  an  old  c«u- 
logue  of  a  pack  of  hounds,  whose  names  he  had 
apfdied  to  the  numerous  whelps  that  were  fol- 
lowing him: — 

"  Siopwril  and  Merryboy*  Captain  and  Cryer, 
Gangwell  and  Gingldiell,  FMimaid  and  Kryer, 
Beauty  and  BonnylaM,  Tanner  and  Trounccr, 
Foamer  and  Forrester,  Bonner  and  B^tuncer, 
Gander  and  Gaadannnv,  Jowler  and  Jumper, 
Tarqain  and  Tamberlane,  Thunder  and  Thumper." 

The  conversation  of  the  party  he  had  left  be- 
Idiid,  now  turned  to  that  which  formed  the  pre- 
dominant subject  of  interest  at  the  time — the 
progress  of  the  insurrection ;  and  Goldingham 
having  collected  all  the  latest  news  and  rumours 
of  the  day,  returned  home  in  a  most  disconso- 
late frame  of  mind,  when  he  adverted  to  the 
probable  fate  of  Reuben. 

A  few  days  after  the  battle  of  Sedgemoor, 
when  the  country  was  beginning,  in  some  de- 
gree, to  recover  its  tranquillity,  the  Squire  in- 
vited a  large  party  to  play  a  grand  match  of 
bowls  at  the  Rookery  for  a  round  sum,  and  to 
dine  with  him  afterwards.  On  the  morning  in 
question  he  sallied  forth  with  his  fowling-piece 
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at  an  early  hour,  as  was  now  become  his  woni 
for  the  purpose  of  shooting  the  rooks,  whi< 
pertinacious  visitants,  altliough  their  nests  hi 
been  destroyed,  continued  to  haunt  the  denude 
premises,  obstinately  perching  upon  the  stum] 
of  the  trees,  or  the  chimney-tops,  ap|)earii 
loth  to  quit  the  old  iiiunsioa  to  which  thcv 
been  accustomed  from  the  time  they  first  quit- 
ted the  shelL  To  the  Squire^a  apprehensions, 
irntated  and  rendered  morbid  by  excess  anfl 
vexation,  there  was  Bomethliig  ominous  in  their 
croaking,  which  he  imagined  to  become  louder 
and  more  angry  whenever  he  drew  near  to  them, 
as  if  they  were  reproaching  him  for  the  demo^ 
lition  of  a  colony  that  had  flourished  amid 
lofty  boughs  for  ages. 

Their  harsh  upbrotdings  were  the  more 
noying,  because  they  recalled  to  his  mind 
destruction  that  he  was  rapidly  entailing  U] 
his  ancient  family,  who  might   probably, 
these   feathered    dependents,   be   soon   ej( 
from   their   venerable  dwelling-place,   throi 
his    own    waste  and   misconduct.     Upon 
point  he  was  ever  more  keenly  sensitive  tl 
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could  liATe  been  sunniied  from  bit  ru^^, 
xedclnt  nature ;  and  conceiTing  a  grudge 
againat  tbe  hiaui|nciou8  flock  that  awakened 
iocfa  pain/ul  afsociations,  he  waged  a  war  of 
octennination  agahwt  them.  A  sportsman  from 
bSa  earliest  youth,  it  was  an  unusual  occurrence 
ibr  bim  to  miss  a  bird,  and  yet,  somehow  or 
odier,  be  often  failed  in  bringing  down  these 
anveloome  mementos,  who  stUl  hovered  about 
ihm  neatless  Bookery,  as  if  to  taunt  it  with  the 
-mappropriateness  of  its  name.  He  was  exas- 
perated at  shootii^  to  badly ;  the  croakings  of 
the  vetixing  birds  seemed  to  have  something 
afaiiflter  in  the  sound ;  and  the  stumps  of  the 
trees  as  be  wandered  among  them,  were  not  by 
any  means  calculated  to  sooth  his  angry  feel- 
ings. In  vain  did  he  leap  over  them  to  prove 
fab  activity  and  indifference,  and  whistle,  and 
sliout  oat  remnants  of  bacchanalian  songs,  and 
recall  old  Lord  Carnarvon's  saying, that  "wood 
was  an  excrescence  of  the  earth,  provided  by 
Heaven  for  tbe  payment  of  dcbts.^  He  couid 
not  thus  easily  banish  from  his  mind  all  the 
It  recollections  <^  his  youth ;  he  felt  that 
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he  was  moving  among  th«  ghosts  of  happier 
clays.  Every  tree  was  individualized  and  di»- 
tinctly  pictured  upon  bis  memory.  One  be 
remembered  to  have  climbed  when  a  boy,  for  a 
woodpecker's  neat ;  another  in  pursuit  of  a 
squirrel.  A  third  had  supported  his  target 
when  he  first  shot  an  arrow  into  the  clout; 
from  a  fourth  a  large  1)ough  had  fidlen,  and 
friglilcncd  his  pony  when  he  was  riding;  a  fifth 
had  held  the  swing  from  which  Emily  ft-'U ;  and 
on  a  bench  beneath  a  sixth,  he  had  sate  with 
his  father  only  three  days  before  he  died.  Not 
a  stump  did  he  pass  that  was  not  fraught  with 
similar  reminiscences ;  and  the  remorse  thai 
smote  him  when  he  contrasted  his  present  with 
his  former  feelings  and  prospects,  was  not  the 
less  poignant,  because  he  struggled  wiih  it,  and 
strove  to  smother  it  beneath  a  forced  and  bois- 
terous merriment.  Few  would  have  given  him 
credit  for  compunctious  visitings  of  any  sort, 
and  none,  except  perhaps  his  sister  EmilV)  sus- 
pected that  his  fits  of  rampant  and  drunken 
hilarity  were  but  a  desperate  effort  to  drown 
these  importunate  and  stinging  self-reproaches. 
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Anxious  to  mtk  lonety,  thftt  he  migfat  escape 
from  lumaelf,  he  quitted  the  grounds,  and  has- 
tened towards  the  house,  where  he  had  the 
l^easure  to  find  that  several  <^  tlie  expected 
▼iaitants  had  ahreadj  arrived.  Enough  were 
toon  assembled  to  conunenoe  the  bowling- 
matcfay  in  which,  however,  the  Squire  took  no 
part  at  "first,  thoogfa  he  made  heavy  bets,  plac- 
11^  himself  in  an  alcove  that  overlooked  the 
game,  where  he  solaced  himself  with  a  pipe  and 
bottle  of  claret,  to  prepare  himself,  as  he  said, 
for  the  more  unflinching  potations  at  dinner- 
time. Emily  walked  up  and  down  the  green, 
occasionally  stopping  to  look  at  the  bowlers,  or 
chatter  with  Sir  Ambrose  Jessop,  though  she 
willingly  abandoned  both  when  Sir  Harcourt 
Stingsby  was  seen  to  swim  towards  her  in  all 
the  nch  and  exquisite  elegance  of  his  elaborate 
appcHntments,  affably  and  gracefully  congeeing 
on  all  sides  as  he  advanced,  and  appearing 
to  bring  with  him  an  appropriate  atmosphere 
of  perfumes,  courtesy,  smiles,  gaiety,  fashion, 
urbanity,  comeliness,  and  all  that  was  coosum- 
mately  polished,  delectable,  and  debonair. 
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"  They  t&stc  of  death  that  do  at  heaven  arrirey 
But  we  Mm  Paradise  approach  alivf;" 

he  exclaimed,  bowing  complacently  to  Eouly 
as  be  reached  her ;  "  I  thank  ray  friend  Sir 
George  Etherege  fi>r  putting  these  words  into 
the  mouth  of  Dorimant,  for  they  have  furnished 
me  with  a  most  appropriate  greeting  at  all 
times,  and  never  more  so  than  upon  the  present 
occasion.^  As  he  walked  by  her  side,  convers- 
ing and  bending  his  head,  the  ends  of  his  glori- 
ous periwig  swang  occasionally  forward,  cloying 
the  air  with  their  rich  odours;  his  flat  silk  hat, 
never  suffered  to  scare  with  its  shadow  a  single 
wave  of  his  delicate  peruque,  was  carried  be- 
neath his  left  arm ;  his  frill  and  ruffles  of  right 
point  lace  fluttered  in  the  breeze;  his  cravat, 
disposed  with  a  studied  inimitable  nonchalance, 
worthy  of  the  artist  he  had  imported  for  thai 
purpose,  was  edged  with  the  rarest  and  most 
superb  Brussels ;  his  sword-knot,  ribbons,  and 
embroidery,  were  all  in  the  same  finished  and 
costly  taste.  From  the  wrist  of  his  left  hand, 
which  carried  an  agate  snuff-box,  studded  with 
rubies,  depended  a  clouded  cane,  whose  inlaid 
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hidden  by  the  gay  silk  tassels  of  the 
»boa  by  which  it  hung;  while  from  his  right 
be  had  drawn  off  the  fringed  and  scented  glove, 
afiparently  for  the  purpose  of  taking  snufi',  but 
in  reality  to  difiplay  the  rare  jewels  upon  his 
'hich  flashed  in  the  sun  as  he  waved 
bir  hand  backwards  and  forwards,  while 
iDg  in  his  pronienade.  Behiud  him,  at 
iM|Httfui  distance,  walked  his  page  to  receive 
<irder»>  or  inform  him  of  any  accidental  de- 
it  that  might  be  discovered  in  his  gar- 
or  appointments. 
Prom  the  motive  that  has  been  already  ex- 
I,  the  Squire  had  thrown  Sir  Ilarcourt 
much  as  possible  into  the  society  of  his  sis- 
r,  without  any  visible  success,  however,  so  far 
the  Baronet  was  concerned^  although  his 
',  deportment,  and  conversation,  had 
fiukd  to  make  a  deep  impresmon  upon 
Her  brother's  dissolute  habits  had  pre- 
sorted bcr  accompanying  him  in  his  excursions 
LondoQ,  so  that  her  manners,  though  not 
betrayed  that  want  of  polish  which 
fCicnDy  characterised  even  the  better  classes 
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in  tbti  country,  At  a  prrirH  nhrn  n  rmnmimiqt 

'tion  with  the  capital,  and  a  confiequetit  inter. 

|4N}urse -with  its  retinements  and  fabbioos,  were 

so  much  more  restricted  than  at  present.     Tliis 

flU^tairof  rusticity,  however,  was  more  than 

feicemed  by  a  fund  of  modesty  and  good  sentf, 

combined  \rith  a  deptli  of  feehng,  in  which  she 

seemed  to  share  her  brother^s  impetuous  teiu- 

^rament,  unprofaned  by  any  of  his  accompa- 

tying  faults  or  vices.     In  her  utter  ignorance 

of  the  beau  monde,  she  had  formed  all  her  cuo> 

ceptions  of  the  finished  tine  gentleman  of  the 

court,  from  books  and  plays ;  and  Sir  Harcourt 

Siingsby  seemed  not  less  eminently  to  ecUpie 

lese  embodyings  of  her  reading,  than  lie  did 

le  boors  and  fox-hunters  of  her  familiar  obter- 

'Tation.     Beneath  all  his  coxcombry  and  affect- 

•"'ed  phrases,  slie  iiad  discovered  so  many  e%i- 

'donees  of  a  superior  head  and  heart,  espectaUj 

when  by  having  no  object   for  displaying   bis 

^usumed,  or  at  least  his  habitual  character,  he 

sufl'ered  his  real  one  the  more  freely  to  escape, 

that  she  really  knew  not  whether  to  eoooidtr 

him  most  of  a  fop  or  a  philosopher*     For»ikc 
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pufpme  of  douiDg  up  her  doubts  upon  this 
point,  she  ventured  to  express  her  surprise, 
vUle  thej  were  pocing  up  and  down  the  bowl* 
iqg-green,  that  any  person  qualified  to  attain 
fiqi»*TM^  in  other  ways,  should  de^'otc  his  time, 
fortane,  and  attention  to  the  fluctuations  of 
fiubioD,  and  such  ftivolous  distinctions  as  were 
nenly  external. 

<*  What  IS  a  man  to  do,*  said  Sir  Haroourt, 
with  aa  appeaHng  shrug  of  the  shoulders,  and 
extension  of  the  hands,  "  who  has  six  thou- 
Hmd  pounds,  and  three  hundred  and  sixty-five 
daja  and  nights  to  dispose  of  every  year  of  his 
exiatence  ?  To  take  myself  as  an  instance.  May 
I  grow  fat  I  Madam,  and  spread,  if  I  see  what  al- 
ternative is  left  to  me  between  my  present  mode 
of  life  and  utter  indolence,  which  by  generating 
etmm  would  ruin  my  spirits,  and  what  is  still 
wone — my  looks.  To  attempt  a  profession, 
wealthy  as  I  am,  were  but  to  worry  myself  un- 
necessarily if  I  fail,  and  to  rob  needy  talent  and 
industry  if  I  succeed.  I  might  indeed  mingle 
in  that  fierce  war  of  parties  which  is  the  current 
trade  of  the  aristocracy,  but  I  should  as  soon 
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think  of  leaping  into  the  ring  at  Paris  Garden, 
and  fighting  with  Dove  the  famous  bear,  as  of 
descending  into  the  |)olitieaI  arena,  where  all  the 
angry  feelings  of  mankind  are  pitted  against 
each  other.  A  complete  gentleman^  according 
to  Sir  Fopling  Flutter,  ought  to  dress  well, 
dance  well,  fence  well,  have  a  genius  for  love 
letters,  an  agreeable  voice  for  a  chamber,  to  be 
very  amorous,  something  discreet,  and  not  very 
constant  At  all  these  accomplishments  I  have 
not  the  presumption  to  aim,  but  I  would  so  far 
attain  the  character  of  a  man  of  the  mode,  as  to 
withdraw  myself  from  all  the  hateful  passions 
and  pursuits  of  my  fcllow-creaturcs,  that  I  may 
mingle  as  exclusively  as  possible  in  all  their 
gaieties  and  pleasures.^ 

"A  very  pleasant  notion  if  it  could  but  be  re* 
duced  to  practice,"*'  said  Emily* 

"  And  why  not  ?  May  I  lose  my  whitest 
front  tot>th  !  Madam,"  resumed  Sir  Harcourt, 
who  from  habit  could  not  lay  aside  his  ridiculous 
phrases,  even  when  he  was  disposed  to  talk  se- 
riously, "  if  any  thing  can  be  more  simple ;  I 
refuse  to  take  cogrusance  of  my  neighbours  by 
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tokj  of  their  mutual  provocatives  to  bitterness 
jmd  hatred.  Whig,  Tory,  and  Trimmer  arc 
equally  welcome  to  my  festive  entertainments ; 
while  in  my  character  of  a  mere  man  of  fashion, 
csring  about  no  party,  I  have  pleasant  access  to 
die  houses  of  all,  and  do  my  best  to  difftifte  cheer- 
fulness,  good-humour,  and  gaiety  around  me. 
Out  of  regard  to  myself,  I  am  careful  not  to 
wound  the  prejudices  of  others,  for  I  wish  to 
wee  none  but  smiling  faces :  white  to  avoid  envy 
I  talk  nonsense,  since  sober  good  sense  is  quite 
out  of  fashion,  and  it  is  much  better  to  Ik*  set 
down  for  a  coxcomb  than  a  prig  or  a  vulgarian. 
Id  short.  Madam,  vive  la  bagatelle!  is  my  motto, 
which  I  cannot  more  strictly  ol)scr\*e  than  when 
I  am  considering  how  I  myself,  the  greatest 
trifler  about  town,  may  live  the  most  gaily  ond 
happily." 

'*  But  surely.  Sir  Harcourt,  there  is  some  de- 
gradation in  enacting  this  clmrnctcr,  when  you 
feel  yourself  competent  to  support  a  superior 
one. 

"May  I  cease  to  be  original  in  my  oaths, 
Madam,  if  I  think  so.  Brutus  played  the  fool 
c2 
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for  the  happiness  of  his  country ;  I  do  it  for  ray 
own,  and  to  throw  off  a  tyranny  worse  than  that 
of  the  Tarquins — the  tj-ranny  of  sordid  pursuit^ 
angry  feelings,  and  hateful  prejudices.  The 
wise  can  only  fancy  themselves  happy  in  a  cer- 
tain society ;  the  coxcomb  is  wiser  stOl,  for  he 
enjoys  all,  and  even  finds  a  pleasure  in  his  ovm.*" 

*' Asa  matter  of  calculation  you  maybe  right/* 
said  Emily  ;  "  but  are  you  not  subjecting  your- 
self to  an  imputation  of  selfishness,  or  at  least  of 
vanity,  in  thus  becoming,  as  it  were,  your  own 
idol?'' 

"  If  I  do  not  show  that  I  value  myself,  how 
shall  I  expect  others  to  do  it  ?  The  love  that 
we  feel  for  ouraelves  is  at  least  a  happy  one, 
unexfK}sed  to  the  assaults  of  jealousy,  tlie  fear 
of  rivals,  and  even  the  effects  of  time  and  in- 
constancy. True,  some  neir  Rosah'nd  might 
think  herself  justified  in  saying  to  me — *  You 
are  rather  point  device  in  your  accoutrements 
as  loving  yourself,  than  seeming  the  lover  of  any 
other;*  but  she  would  be  wrong.  It  is  because 
I  love  the  whole  sex  that  I  endeavour  to  make 
myself  agreeable  to  them.     My  life  is  a  general 
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oourtahip,  and  I  endeavour  to  adapt  my  dress  to 
mj  life.  Believe  me.  Madam,  it  well  deserves 
aU  the  time  and  cost  I  bestow  upon  it ;  for  it  is 
my  Mentor  and  Minerva.  When  I  am  disponed 
to  forget  myself,  these  rare  and  costly  tappings 
remind  me  that  I  am  a  gentleman,  that  I  must 
met  up  to  the  character  I  have  assumed,  that  I 
must  not  disgrace  my  garniture,  nor  dishonour 
die  sword  I  wear.  No  clergyman  can  respect  his 
doth  more  sacredly  than  I  do  my  embroideries.^ 

"  Then  you  must  accept  it  as  a  compliment,' 
•aid  Emily  smiling,  "  when  I  express  my  sin* 
cere  conviction  that  you  are  worthy  of  each 
other.  In  this  point  of  view  the  boundless  ex- 
pense of  your  decorations,  which  are  ever  new, 
and  ever  equally  elegant,  is  not  perhaps  so  great 
•  waste  as  I  had  imagined." 

"  If  I  do  not  benefit  myself  I  at  least  serve 
others  by  the  vanity  and  profusion  of  my  per- 
gonal luxuries,  for  my  tradesmen  are  punctually 
paid,  (the  only  point  in  which  I  am  unfashion- 
able^) and  my  large  income  still  leaves  me  a  sur- 
plus for  better  purposes.  Even  in  my  vanities, 
therefore,  however  unintentionaUy,  I  diffuse  a 
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Obtain  de^ee  of  happiness  around  me,  and 
confesB  that  I  am  rewarded  much  beyond  ncn^ 
merits,  for  when  I  survey  the  wide  circle  of  ixKny 

acquaintance,  I  see  few  ao  happy  as  myself. > 

May  I  implore  of  you  to  cross  to  the  other  ^K^de 
of  the  Green,  for  the  wind  wafts  towards  us  ^^he 
smoke  of  the  Squire''s  pipe,  and  if  my  perii^^v?]^ 
were  to  imbibe  the  smallest  odour  of  tobacocy 
I  must  tlirow  aside  this  chef  d^aruvre  of  Ch«d 
reux,  and  defraud  him  of  his  immortality.^ 

As  Emily's  attention   was  directed   by   this 
speech  to  her  bnnhcr,  who  still  sat  smoking  and 
drinking  in  the  alcove,  she  could  not  help  con- 
trasting liis  soiled   scarlet   frock,  his  slovenly 
cravat,    dishevelled   hair,   deer-skin   waistcoat, 
and  dirty  boots,  with  the  exquisite  elegance  of 
Sir  Harcourt;    while  the  haggard  expression 
that    was    rapidly    extinguishing    his    former 
healthy  comeliness,  afforded  a  striking  confirm- 
ation of  her  companion's  remark,  that  when  he 
looked  around  him,  he  saw  few  ^so  happy  a* 
himself.    They  passed  to  a  different  quarter  of 
the  bowling-green,  and  Emily,  anxious  still  fur- 
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iher  to  draw  out  the  Baraoet's  lentimentt,  ob- 
served, that  reading  afforded  a  resource  for  hin 
tiine  which  he  had  omitted  to  notice. 

**  Wrinkle  me.  Madam,  if  I  do  not  read 
everj  thing  that  conies  out^  said  Sir  Harcourt ; 
^  and  I  have  the  honour  of  knowing  most  of 
the  poets  about  town,  who  annually  ease  mc  of 
a  good  round  number  of  my  broad  pieces,  in 
letum  for  their  flattering  dedications.  But 
aha!  our  evil  passions  find  their  way  into 
books,  and  the  mental  epicure  can  seldom  lay 
ane  down  without  wishing  that  he  had  never 
tricen  it  up.  History  is  only  a  record  of  crimes, 
the  Newgate  Calendar  of  Kings ;  theology  is  a 
war  of  opinions  about  a  religion  of  peace; 
poetry  is  tuneful  lying;  politics  arc  but  the 
fierce  snarling  of  hungry  dogs  contending  for 
the  i»cking  of  a  bone ;  and  I  rise  from  tlie  pe- 
rusal of  such  works  with  no  other  satisfaction 
than  that  of  knowing  that  I  am  neither  a  poet, 
tiieologian,  nor  politician,  but  a  professed  man 
of  plea»uFe,  according  to  my  own  acceptation 
of  the  term ;  a  coxcomb,  a  fop,  a  man  of  the 
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mode  if  you  will,  according  to  the  acceptation 
of  the  world." 

*'  You  compared  yourself  to  Brutus — am  I 
then  to  understand  that,  like  liim»  you  are 
merely  acting  a  part.*" 

^'  Madam,  I  am  the  heir  apparent  of  the 
common  hangman,  if  I  be  not  a  sincere  and 
genuine  coxcomb.  What  began  in  affectation 
has  ended  in  conviction.  I  am  a  convert  to  my 
dress:  I  can  literally  say,  that  habit  has  become 
a  second  nature  ^\'ith  me,  and  one  which,  I  am 
vain  enough  to  bclievcj  has  in  some  respects  im- 
proved upon  the  first — Page  !  keep  closer  to 
me,  sirrah  1  the  wind  is  getting  up ;  tell  me 
when  it  begins  to  agitate  the  waves  of  my  pe- 
ruke." 

While  he  had  been  thus  discoursing,  Lady 
Crockatt,  Mrs.  Chatsworth,  and  a  Miss  Craw- 
ley, a  humble  companion  of  her  Ladyship,  and 
the  recipient  of  her  ill-humours,  who  attended 
to  administer  her  medicines,  hsten  to  her  com- 
plaints, and  assist  her  to  do  nothing,  entered 
the  bowling-green,  and  made  their  way  imme- 
diately to  the  alcove  where  the  Squire  was  seat- 
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ed»  to  whidi  spot  Sir  Ambrose  Jessof),  «iid 
three  or  four  more  were  presently  summoned, 
when  ail  appeared  to  be  engaged  in  a  deep 
and  earnest  confabulation.  Not  many  ninutes 
dapsed  ere  Emily  was  called  by  her  brother  to 
join  the  puty,  ftnd  apt^ogizing  to  her  ^ompa- 
nkxiy  was  preparing  to  run  across  the  gr^n. 
**  Hist !"  said  the  Baronet,  laying  his  fore^n- 
ger  upon  his  lip  in  such  a  manner  as  to  display 
lua  ring  to  advantage.  "  Remerobery  we  have 
been  upon  honour,  and  in  confidence.  Not  a 
word  of  what  has  passed.  If  it  should  trans- 
pire that  I  have  been  talking  sense,  I  should  lie 
degraded  from  my  post ;  my  cap  and  bells 
would  be  torn  from  my  head,  and  I  should  lose 
aH  the  privileges  of  coxcombry." 

Emily  laughed,  and  hastened  across  to  the 
little  assemblage  in  the  alcove,  whose  conversa- 
tion we  must  enable  the  reader  to  understand; 
by  informing  him  that  we  have  now  brought 
him  to  the  morning  subsequent  to  Adeline's 
misadventure  with  the  fish-poacher,  as  recorded 
in  the  last  Chapter.  It  will  be  recollected,  that 
Helen  had  agreed  to  accompany  her  at  an  eariy 
c  5 
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ftiuV'to  the  summer-house,  a  purpose  which  she 
was  prevented  from  fulfilling  by  a  message  from 
a  poof  woman  in  the  neighbourhood,  one  of  her 
pe^sibners,  who  had  been  taken  suddenly  and 
alarmingly  ill.  At  the  bed-side  of  this  humble 
sufferer  she  was  detained  nearly  the  whole 
morning,  while  Adeline  was  fidgetting  about 
the  house,  impariently  wailing  her  return,  and 
half  reRolvcd  to  seek  her  own  dear  darling 
Arcadius  without  her.  In  this  interim  I^ady 
Crockatt,  Miss  Crawley,  and  Mrs.  Chatsworth 
arrived  on  a  visit  to  the  inmates  of  Harpsden 
Hall,  and  seeing  the  ganlen  gate  open,  walked 
in  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  grounds  to 
Miss  Crawley,  who  had  never  been  there  before. 
In  their  perambulations  they  chanced  to  ap- 
proach the  summer-house  just  as  Reuben,  hear- 
ing a  footstep,  and  presuming  it  to  be  his  cus- 
tomary visitant,  whom  he  only  knew  as  Miss 
Trcvanian,  pfjpped  his  head  through  the  trap- 
door, and  exclaimed  in  a  whispering  voice — 
^*^  Miss  Trevanian  I  Miss  Trevanian !  is  it 
you?*" — He  again  concealed  himself  as  soon  as 
he  bad  discovered  his  mistake,  but  not  before 
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Mrs.  Cluitirorth  had  caught  a  gHmpae  of  his 
descending  head,  although  without  recognicing 
him,  while  the  other  party  had  distinctly  heard 
the  words,  which  they  very  naturally  appHed  to 
Helen.  Here  was  indeed  food  for  scandal  that 
fmxnised  to  afford  a  full  and  gratifying  repast. 
Mrs.  Chatsworth,  herself  a  notorious  demirep, 
was  of  course  proportionably  indignant,  though 
iiic  declared  she  was  more  hurt  than  surprized, 
as  from  the  demure  and  guarded  deportment  of 
0elen,  she  had  always  set  her  down  for  a  bad, 
sly  girl.  Miss  Crawley  wondered  who  the  man 
could  be,  and  what  he  could  sec  in  such  a 
starched,  prim-looking  thing;  Lady  Crockatt 
called  for  her  salts,  protesting  that  the  very 
thought  of  such  gross  improprieties  had  made 
her  perfectly  sick ;  and  all  agreed  that  it  was 
quite  impossible  to  perform  their  intention  of 
vinting  at  a  house  where  such  abominable  pro> 
ceedings  were  aUowed.  They  accordingly  again 
quitted  the  grounds  by  the  garden  gate,  re- 
entered her  Ladyship's  carriage,  and  driving 
tner  to  the  Rookery,  bustled  into  the  bowling- 
green,  open-mouthed,  to  communicate  the  im- 
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portant  discovery  tbey  had  made,  and  express 
their  horror  at  such  a  flagrant  outrage  upon  all 
decency  and  decorunii  committed  by  a  young 
hypocrite  who  had  presumed  to  set  herself  up, 
forsooth,  for  a  pattern  and  a  prude. 

Emily  had  contracted  a  friendship  for  Helen 
Trevanian,  which  had  been  fostered  rather  by 
the  warmth  of  her  feelings  than  by  the  lapse 
of  time,  into  an  ardent  attachment.  Lady 
Trevanian,  as  we  have  already  stated,  had  not 
been  very  long  settled  in  the  neighbourhood ; 
but  Emily,  delighted  by  the  placid  amiability 
of  her  new  friend,  admiring  Iier  talents  and 
accomplishments,  edified  by  her  superior  good 
sense,  and  struck  by  her  scrupulous  regard  to 
propriety  in  every  action  of  her  life,  had,  i& 
that  short  period,  learnt  to  reverence  as  deeply 
as  she  loved  her,  until  she  looked  up  to  her  as 
a  model  of  all  that  was  unassumingly  pure, 
dignified,  and  delightful  in  the  female  cha- 
racter. For  some  time,  therefore,  she  was  really 
at  a  loss  to  understand  the  drift  of  the  conver- 
sation ;  when,  upon  lier  arrival  at  the  alcove, 
whither  the   Squire   had   beckoned  her,  Mrs. 


Gfaitinffth  caukimed,  with  a  triunphMl  torn 
«r  the  head,*"  Sol  Mim  Hartfiey,  I  h«T«  a  fiac 
itovy  to  u31  you  about  the  friend  yon  are 
always  crying  up  ;  lomethii^  marrelloas  '  and 
ranumtic,  so  prepare  to  be  astooiBbed,"  end 
what^s  more,  it^s  all  true.**  < 

**  Whoop  I  you  don't  c^ten  astonish  as  in  that 
way,"  cried  the  Squire.  "You  have  only  to 
add  that  there^s  nothing  scandalous  in  the  Morf , 
and  we  shall  admit  that  it^s  marvellous.^         ' 

"Nay,  the  company  shall  judge  for  them- 
■dvesy^  said  Mrs*  Chatsworth.  "I  merely 
mean  to  relate  an  occurrence  of  which  Lady 
Crockatt,  Bliss  Crawley,  and  myself,  were  tye 
or  ear-witnesses,  leaving  others  to  draw  whtft 
ooodmnons  they  please.  I  am  the  last  person 
to  judge  uncharitably  myself,  particularly  of  a 
joung  lady,  and  a  demure  young  lady,  and  sta 
eceoij^ry  young  lady,  that  sets  up  for  sup^dt 
wisdom,  and  propriety,  and  prudery,  and  all 
that  sort  of  thing.  As  to  the  mother,  she  hab 
been  really  too  bad ;  nobody  attempts  to  de^ 
fend  her,  quite  shocking ;  cannot,  however,  help 
pitying  the  daughters,  poor  things,  so  I  call 
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now  and  then,  just  to  chat  with  them^  and 
afford  them  a  little  amusement,  for  I''m  sure 
they  don^t  get  much  at  home;  at  least  I  U6ed 
to  think  so,  but  Miss  Trevonian,  it  seeoid,  ha& 
little  amours  and  recreations  of  her  own,  which 
nobody  knows  any  thing  about.'* 

"  Dotit  bestow  the  gentle  name  of  recreations 
upon  such  al>ominable  wickedness,^  cried  Lady 
Crockatt.  "Faugh! — my  salts,  Crawley.  What 
a  world  we  Uve  in  I  I  can't  bear  to  hear  it, 
nor  even  to  think  of  it.  Do  pray  go  on,  let 
them  know  all.'' 

*'  If  I  could  but  have  seen  the  lover !  ^  ex- 
claimed Miss  Crawley,  bridling  up;  "but  after 
all,  he  must  be  some  low  fellow,  without  an 
atom  of  taste,  for  surely  there  are  handsomer 
young  women  in  the  neighbourhood,  though 
none,  perhaps,  quite  so  accommodating  as  Miss 
Trevanian." 

Emily  had  coloured  deeply  at  the  apparent 
purport  of  these  insinuations  against  her  friend, 
but  as  nothing  explicit  had  yet  been  stated,  she 
remained  in  a  silent,  and  almost  breathless 
attention,  awaiting  a  relation  of  the  fact  from 
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wbkh  toeh  uncharitable  conclufdons  had  been 
drawn.  When,  howeven  Mrs.  Chatworth  pnv 
eeeded  to  detail  what  thej  had  seen  and  heard, 
and  was  about  to  follow  up  her  narradve  by 
■oiiie  nieering  and  stinging  jibes,  Emily^s  pa- 
tience could  endure  no  longer;  she  reddened 
up  to  the  very  top  of  her  forehead,  her  eyet 
iparkled,  and  too  much  carried  away  by  her 
feelings  to  be  very  guarded  as  to  her  expres- 
flons,  she  exclaimed  with  a  passionate  energy^ 
**  For  shame.  Madam,  for  shame !  You  ought 
to  have  known  Helen  Trevanian  better.  She 
is  too  noble,  too  pure,  too  high-souled,  to  be 
capable  of  any  thing  dishonourable,  or  even 
clandestine.  I  know  not,  I  care  not  whether 
this  be  a  mistake,  a  calumny,  or  an  utter  false- 
hood ;  but  I  wiU  swear  that  Helen  is  innocent. 
None  that  know  her  will  believe  a  syllable  of 
such  a  tale;  she  is  not  to  be  judged  of  like 
other  women." 

No  allusion  to  Mrs.  Chatsworth  was  intend- 
ed by  the  conclusion  of  this  speech ;  her  con- 
science, however,  making  her  feel  it  as  a  sar- 
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cosm,  she  bit  her  lips,  and  with  an  affected 
calmness  that  iU  agreed  with  the  taunting  tost 
o£  her  head,  replied,  "  1  dare  say  you  may  have 
very  good  reasons,  my  dear^  for  vindicating 
your  friend;  but  you  should  be  taught  that 
the  word  falsehood  is  not  usually  applied  by 
one  lady  to  the  assertions  of  another;  and  i| 
might  become  you,  my  dear,  to  recollect  that 
Lady  Crockatt,  and  Miss  Crawley,  can  support 
my  testimony,  so  that  we  are  three  to  one,  my 
dear  Miss  Hartfield  " 

"  Were  three  hundretl  affidavits  brought  to 
me,*"  cried  Emil}',  with  increased  vehemence, 
"  I  would  tear  them  all  to  pieces,  and  toss  tliem 
to  the  winds,  if  they  impeached  Helen's  virtue,** 
In  the  transport  of  the  moment,  and  without 
being  conscious  uf  tlie  action,  she  tore  her  fan 
into  shreds  as  she  spoke,  and  scattered  them  in 
the  air. 

"  You  are  warm,  my  dear,"  said  Mrs.  Chats- 
worth,  smiling  maliciously;  "  you  sliould  have 
tlierefore  kept  your  fan  to  cool  your  passion. 
And«  after  all,  if  Miss  Trevanian  chooses  to 
make  secret  assignations  with  the  man  I  saw—*' 
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**  How  do  you  know  it  wu  &  mftn  that  jou 
mw?"  interrupted  EmOy ;  *•  you  only  observed — ^* 

♦*  Buzz  r*  cried  the  Squire ;  **  we  may  trust 
Mrs.  Chatsworth  for  that.     Haugh  !  haugh  f* 

**  Really,  Mr.  Hartfield,  you  give  your  tongu* 
too  much  liberty — I  cannot  submit  to  such  hw 
^nations "  said  Mrs.  Chatsworth,  bridling  up 
with  a  prodigious  air  of  indignant  virtue. 

A  rude  stare,  and  another  **  Haugh  I  haugh  !** 
were  all  the  answer  vouchsafed  by  the  Squire, 
who,  turning  to  Emily,  continued,  "  Zooks ! 
girl,  why  dost  keep  such  a  coil  about  the  mat- 
ter ?  She  does  but  follow  her  mother's  exam- 
ple. When  didst  ever  know  a  tame  bird  come 
oat  of  a  wild  bird^s  nest  ?  I  had  a  racing  mare, 
black  Bess,  that  bolted  out  of  the  course  at 
Honiton  meeting,  and  sink  me !  if  her  colt,  the 
bay  filly  with  the  star  forehead,  didn*t  serve  me 
the  self-same  trick  at  Dorchester,  and  lost  me 
the  silver  cup." 

"  I  have  a  real  regard  for  Miss  Trevanian,** 
observed  Sir  Ambrose  Jessop,  "  but  when  we 
lui;ve  the  ocular  and  auricular  testimony  of  three 
ladies,  for  all  of  whom  I  have  a  not  less  rooted 
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respect,  it  is  not  only  hard  to  imagine^  but 
difficult  to  believe,  and  impossible  to  fancy  thjit 
— hem  !  I  say  it  is  not  only  hard  to  imagine — 
hawr 

"  Sink  me !  Sir  Ambrose,**  said  the  Squire, 
*'  you  're  thrown  out,  at  faulty  lost  the  sxent, 
come  to  a  ploughed  field ;  tlie  remainder  of 
your  s])eech  has  bolted  out  of  the  course  like 
my  bay  colt.     Haugh,  baugh^  haugh  !" 

''  I,  too,  have  a  real  regard  for  Miss  Tre- 
vaniaii."  resumed  Mrs.  Chatsworth,  addressang 
herself  to  Emily,  '*  but  facts,  you  knowy  zny 
dear,  arc  facts. " 

"  Madam,  I  am  the  twin  brother  of  a  mole- 
catcher,"  said  Sir  Ilarcourt  Slingsby,  who  had 
now  joined  the  assemblage,  and  bad  overheard 
the  latter  part  of  the  conversation  ;  "  if  I  think 
you  acted  like  the  young  lady''s  friend,  in  thus 
giving  publicity  to  the  occurrence,  instead  of 
previously  stating  it  to  Miss  Trevanian,  who 
might,  perhaps,  have  explained  it  to  your  satis- 
faction.'" 

"  She  might,  she  would  have  done  it— fihe 
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liMii  now  vxpUn  it,*  exclaimed  Emily  with 
vebemeDoe :  ^  these  hidies  have  thrown  a  dur, 
a  ibul  stigma,  upon  her  honour.  I  will  have 
no  excuse,  either  for  covert  slander,  or  open 
calumny;  no,  not  even  for  significant  shrugs 
of  the  shoulder,  or  insidious  exclamations  of 
'  Poor  thing  !*  when  her  name  is  mentioned. 
The  reparation  shall  be  as  public  as  the  wrong, 
and  I  insist  upon  it,  that  these  ladies  accompany 
Be  back  to  Harpsden  Hall,  that  the  matter  may 
be  immediately  cleared  up  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  parties." 

"  Whoop !  Emy ;  have  a  care,  have  a  care  !*• 
cried  the  Squire,  "  don't  beat  the  bushes  if  you 
vish  the  fox  to  remain  unfound.  If  your 
firiend  ^ould  be  caught  tripping,  she'll  not 
tbank  you  for  assisting  Mrs.  Chatsworth  to 
prove  her  statement.^ 

**  The  character  of  Helen  Trcvanian,"  re- 
plied Emily,  proudly,  "  like  the  snow,  will  be- 
come the  purer  and  the  more  unspotted,  the 
more  it  is  blown  upon."" 

"  Sink  me  I  Emy,  if  you  shaU  go  now,^  re- 
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sumed  the  Scjuiro,  taking  hold  of  }ier  artn. 
**  Our  party  is  all  assenibled,  and  we  shall  want 
you  presently  at  the  dinner-table.'' 

"  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  either  par- 
ties or  dinners  till  my  friend  is  vindicated  from 
this  assertion,"  said  Emily,  struggling  angrily 
until  she  had  disengaged  herself.  '*  Ladies, 
are  you  willing  to  accompany  me  ?** 

"  Oh,  let  us  oblige  her,  by  all  means,^  cried 
Mrs.  Chatsworth,  who  anticipated  a  new  tri- 
umph for  her  malice,  by  an  exposure  of  Helen, 
while  she  was  not  less  curious  to  ascertain  who 
was  her  concealed  lover. 

"  Really,  Miss  Hartfield,  your  loud  voice  hat 
so  shocked  my  nerves,"  said  Lady  Crockatt — 
**  Eugh  !  what  a  twinge  in  my  side  ! — but  mj 
carriage  is  waiting,  and  I  am  ready  to  drive 
back  to  Ilarpsden  Hall,  since  you  make  such  a 
point  of  it.  We  only  left  it  as  we  did,  out 
of  delicacy  to  the  unfortunate  young  woman. 
Give  me  my  drops,  Crawley/' 

**I  am  so  glad  your  Ladyship  is  going  back," 
exclaimed  the  latter,  "  we  shall  thus  find  out. 
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at  all  events,  whom  she  has  picked  up  for  her 
nreetbeart.** 

The  party  now  made  their  way  to  the  car* 
riage,  Emily  still  talking  loudly  and  angrily  in 
spite  of  her  Ladyship^s  delicate  nerves ;  while 
the  Squire,  apprehensive  that  her  vehemence 
and  passion  might  have  made  an  unfavourable 
impression  upon  Sir  Harcourt,  took  occasion  to 
obaerve,  that  she  was  as  generous  and  warm- 
hearted a  girl  as  ever  breathed,  but  that  it  was 
a  pity  she  had  never  visited  London  or  the 
Court,  that  she  might  learn  to  curb  her  feel- 
ings, and  not  be  quite  so  hot  in  temper,  or  hard 
in  the  mouth. 

**  May  I  be  pitted  with  the  small-pox  !  if  I 
do  not  like  her  better  as  slie  is,^'  replied  Sir 
Harcourt.  "  Had  she  been  a  Court  damsel, 
ahe  would  have  learnt  the  exposure  of  her 
friend  with  an  open  or  concealed  triumf^; 
ahe  would  have  admitted  that  there  was  too 
much  reason  to  believe  her  guilty;  and  had 
the  inculpated  nymph  been  also  a  disciple  of 
the  Court,  she  would  probably  have  been  jus- 
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tiHcd  in  making  the  admission.  Your  sister 
is  wortliy  to  have  a  friend,  and  I  hope  Misa 
Trevanian  will  prove  herself  worthy  of  her 
generous  defender.  Sir  Ambrose,  suffer  me  to 
kiss  thy  best  cheek !  for  let  me  bloc>d  if  thy 
new  wig  be  not  piquant  and  dcgage ;  its  ex- 
pression is  that  of  perfect  suavity  and  bland- 
ness;  thy  sword-knot  is  urbane  and  jaunty; 
while  the  garniture  of  thy  waistcoat  is  alto- 
gether dainty,  imaginative,  and  debonair.  Ex- 
cuse me,  your  point  de  Venise  frill  should  fall 
on  this  side,  or  it  conceals  an  embroidering  that 
does  honour  to  your  taste  by  its  amenity." 

During  the  occurrence  of  this  scene  at  the 
Rookery,  Adeline,  losing  all  patience  at  the 
protracted  absence  of  Helen,  could  no  lunger 
deny  herself  the  consolation  of  paying  a  nsat 
to  her  dear  darling  Arcadius,  in  the  summer- 
house;  where  she  learnt,  with  infinite  dismay, 
that  Reuben  considered  his  retreat  to  have  been 
discovered.  He  had  distinctly  recognized 
Lady  Crockatt  and  Mrs.  Chatsworth,  though 
be  felt  confident,  from  his  own  instant  disap- 
pearance,  that  they  could  have  seen  nothing 


BBUBBN    AP8LEY.  47 

more  oi  him  than  his  bat  This  however,  he 
was  well  aware,  was  quite  sufficient  to  excite 
suspicion,  and  lead,  in  all  probability,  to  his 
apprehension;  for  he  never  dreamt  of  being 
taken  for  a  concealed  lover.  la  the  antici- 
pation that  he  would  assuredly  be  betrayed  to 
destruction  by  the  gossiping  females  who  had 
so  unluckily  obtained  a  glimpse  of  him,  he 
would  have  made  an  instant  escape ;  but  it 
chanced  that  Captain  Trevanian,  having  been 
ordered  across  the  country  with  a  troop  of 
horse,  had  called  at  Harpsden  Hall  to  visit  his 
family ;  and  Reuben,  upon  peeping  through 
the  wood-house  door,  saw  the  soldiers  so  dis- 
persed about  the  front  of  the  building  and 
the  skirts  of  the  road,  that  to  attempt  a  flight  at 
diat  moment  would  infallibly  ensure  his  seizure. 
While  they  were  in  deep  and  anxious  consul- 
tation how  he  might  best  secure  himself  from 
the  perils  that  were  now  clot>ely  environing  him 
about,  Adeline  saw,  from  the  summer-house  win- 
dow, Lady  Crockatt's  carriage  again  driving 
up  towards  the  house,  and  instantly  concluded 
that  she  had  either  returned  to  give  information 
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to  the  soldiers,  or  that  &he  liad  brought  oiRcers 
in  the  coach  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  her 
lover.  Overcome  by  the  imminence  of  the  daiv- 
ger,  she  uttered  two  or  three  French  exclazDA- 
tions,  and  appeared  in  some  danger  of  fainting ; 
but  presently  recorering  herself,  she  whispered 
in  an  agitated  manner,  ^'  Quick  !  quick  1  follow 
me.     I  can  perhaps  conceal  you  in  the  house.^ 

Reuben  grasped  his  pistols  witli  the  intention, 
in  the  first  instance,  of  making  a  bold  push 
for  his  escape,  hopt^less  as  it  seemed  in  the  im- 
mediate presence  of  a  troop  of  horse  ;  but  recol- 
lecting that  his  seizure  at  the  present  moment 
might  compromise  Adeline,  and  perhaps  impli- 
cate her  family,  while  there  was  a  chance  of 
avoiding  these  consequences  if  he  could  only 
remain  secreted  till  night-fall,  he  concealed  his 
weapons  under  his  cloak,  and  signified  to  his 
fair  companion,  with  a  sort  of  desperate  resig- 
nation, that  she  might  dispose  of  him  as  ahe 
thought  fit.  Followed  by  Reuben,  she  accord- 
ingly hurried  along  the  evergreen  walk,  which, 
skirting  the  large  piece  of  water,  reached  nearly 
up  to  the  back  entrance  of  the  mansion,  and  was 


iwahliit  to  grin  Um  gite  uoobierTed.  Ncuiy 
an  the  mnmtB  had  betaken  thentelTe*  to  the 
ftoBt  of  the  home  to  gue  at  the  wldien,  to 
that  the  fng^tiTca,  vithout  encountering  a  aoul, 
hfgin  Boiuiting  the  back  itairt,  it  bang  Ade- 
Ihw*!  intention  to  conceal  her  compankm  in 
of  the  unoccupied  garrets.  The  sound  of 
and  descending  footsteps,  howerer,  sud- 
dcoly  oolnpelling  her  to  abandon  her  purpose, 
•he  darted  across  a  narrow  passage  into  a  wide 
eorridor,  turned  into  Helenas  painting-room, 
oahered  Reuben  into  a  light  closet  at  the  further 
and,  where  her  sister  kept  her  colours  and  the 
iai|dements  of  her  art,  bade  him  lock  the  door 
on  the  inside,  and  telling  him  she  would  pre- 
srntlj  return  to  conduct  him  to  a  better  hiding 
place,  hurried  down  stairs  agun  to  await  the 
return  of  Hden,  and  consult  with  her  what 
was  best  to  be  done  in  this  most  agitating 
crisis. 

On  the  arrival  of  Lady  Crockatt's  carriage 
at  the  gate  of  Harpsden  Hall,  Emily  suggested 
that  to  SToid  giving  any  unnecessary  pain  to 
Ijidy  Treranian,   especially  as    her  son    the 
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Captain^  and  two  of  his  brother  officcrSf  were 
understocxi  to  be  in  the  drawing-room,  it  might 
be  advisable  to  betnke  iheraselves  to  the  paxtt- 
ing-room,  where  they  might  perhaps  fiod  Hts 
leu,  ami  whither  she  might  at  ail  c%ient6  be 
biiinnioDed  to  enter  upou  an  eclaircisaemeat  of 
the  mysterious  apparition,  aud  tlie  words  re- 
ported to  have  been  uttered  iu  the  sumcner- 
hou5«.  To  tliis  proposition  her  ooni|>aiiionB 
willingly  assetibed,  and  they  accordingly  pn>- 
C€eded  to  the  room  in  questiou,  L^dy  Crockaki 
taking  the  lead,  when  Reuben,  unused  to  tbcar 
hide-and-seek  emergencies,  tapped  geatly  witii 
his  knuckle  against  the  door,  exclaiming  at'  tbt 
aame  time  in  a  whisper,  *'  Miss  TpeTaniasi 
Miss  Trevanian !  is  the  coast  dear?  con  rl 
make  my  escape  now  ?"  tiil 

'  **  I  will  swear  that  this  Ls  the  same  voioeve 
heard  in  the  summer-house  V  cried  Mrs.  Chats* 
worth,  while  her  face  ilared  up  with  a  malioims 
joy.  "  Better  and  better; — concealed  iun#  ja 
the  closet  of  her  own  painting-room!  Wellt 
niy  dear  Miss  Hartfield,  wltat  say  you  totbiad'^ 
•u^f^-My  salts!  my  salts!  what  will  the  worid 
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game  to  imt»-»waB  there  ever Eughi  my 

biiMrt-boni-— "  evacuated  Lady  Crockatt ;  wiiilt' 
Mim  Crawley,  lifting  up  her  hundo,  eves, 
mM  fthouldfln,  all  at  once,  pronounced  with 
iVgalariy  increasiug  emphasis  the  word»-» 
^  Horrid  !  tthocking !  abominable !  scandalous ! 
beastly  r 

With  a  face  of  crimstm,  and  staring  eyes* 
Soaily  had  stoc»d  for  a  few  seconds  transfixed 
«dd  aghast ;  but  suddenly  recollecting  herself, 
iIm'  cried  out  in  a  loud  and  paitsionate  Toice, 
^This  ii  some  worse  than  Po|)ifth  plot,  some 
dbmnable  and  deep-laid  conspiracy  to  ruin 
Hekn.  This  fellow  may  be  some  sorry  scoun- 
dnl  who  has  been  hired  to  assassinate  her  cha^ 
hK!ter;  but  I  will  drag  him  out,  and  expose 
his  infamy ;  I  will  tear  him  from  his  hiding 
plaoe;  be  he  the  devil  himself  he  shall  show 
hs  face,  and  confess  his  falsehood/— ——She 
grasped  the  handle  of  the  closet  door  as  she 
•poke,  and  finding  it  locked,  shook  it  Tioleiitly, 
turttj  vein  of  her  reddened  face  swelling  with 
indignant  passion,  a»  tiko  cried  in  a  still  louder 
^^Come  forth,  thou  villain!  com«  forth 
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ihoti  traitor  1  thou  pestikut  tle£amer  of  ibo  in- 
f^aoceilt)  oome  forth  1    Thou  slanderer,  thqu  liar, 
thou  bone,  lurking  Assassin  !  come  forth,  or  ^ 
Heaven^  I  will  raise  the  house,  and  hateithe 
door  battered  from  its  hinges.'^,  i  -ii;  L'jata*n 
At  this  juncture  Helen,  havii^  t^turnednto 
the  house,  had  leomt  in  a  hutried  communicA- 
tion  with  Adeline  that  Reuben  w»  concwl*ci 
in  her  clonel,  that  he  was  provided  wHh  load- 
ed pistols,  that  Captain  Trcvanian  was  in  thf 
drawing-room,  and   that  »he  had  just  cau^t 
a  glimpse  oC  a  party  of  ladies  whom   she  sup- 
posed to  he  liady  Crockatt   and  some   of  her 
<  fdends,    as   tliey   entered    the    painting-rooas, 
vlhough   3he  rould    not   possiUy   divine    their 
I  motive  for  not  being   regularly  announced  hj 
^fhe  eervants.     All  the  complicated  dangers  of 
jithis  terrible  criais,  nnd  the  tragical  resuha>|it 
-jnight  occasion,  flashed   at  once   upim  Helen's 
.juind;  the  blood  mounted  to  hvr  cheeks,  and 
her   countenance    exhibited    an    expresskM  A>f 
nonxiety  and  distress;    but.  without  lusirig  her 
>«Blf-j)<MMr^ion  isbe:  dniy  .paused    to    eschdm, 
*'  O   Adeline  1     Adeline  !    tylvwJtat'  faa;tci-^u 


•Kposed  vmV^wmi  immadatxdf  kumed  towwds 
4he  wpi6atiDg*«Q0iB.  Oatching  the  loud  and 
y Aigry  tntt  ol  her  frwodaa  she  advanced,  nhe 
fMD'temidf  mihed  into  the  ^lutment,  dis- 
engaged the  hand  that  was  atiU  rioiently  ihak- 
•iog-the  doar»  pbntfd  herself  a^nst  it,  and 
■ig««lai— rd  with  an  appealing  earaettnaai,  and  a 
i^dok'  of  eager  agitation,  **  For  the  love  of  Hea- 
tmrnt  Emalfy  fiDrbcart  Be  nlent,  I  oonjiire  you, 
>l'impkH«  you  I  Nobody  ahall  enter  thu  clo«et. 
uVhe  coeaequencea  of  a  discovery  at  the  present 
•IDonicBt  might  be  &tal." 

■  J.I  **  Then  there  u  a  disoovery  to  be  uiatle — 
•dieceu  a  man  secreted  in  tlw  cloaet,  and  you 
i«n  psivy  to  hu  concealment  !*  ejaculated  £mily. 
tiThe  indignation  which  had  hitherto  braced  her 
^^waieeaad  feeling  refused  any  longer  to  sup- 
irpnthcTydK  burst  into  tears,  and  sobbed  out 
'ID  brc^en  accents  ""O  Helen,  Helen  Tre- 
Sivaniaal  I  could  doc  have  believed  this  poh- 

1  /ii  t.WMf  my  dear,  is  this  enough  for  youi' 
.iiAafe^u  satisfied  now^  inquired  Mn.  Chats- 
.jsortbttiUDtiDgly, 
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^^  'Emil}'  J  I  did  Bot  expect  this  from  you,*'  re- 
Mimed  Helen,  \i'ith  an  expression  of  voucdcdr 
Aoii^  e6\m  ami  even  dignified  virtue.  ''  ¥«a 
have  not  known  me  long,  but  you  ought  to  have 
undcrstotxl  roe  better.  I  am  incapable  of  a  false- 
hood, and  I  demand  of  you>  not  as  a  favour, 
but  as  a  right  resulting  from  our  mutual  friend- 
ship,  implicitly  to  believe  my  solemn  assurance, 
when  I  declare  to  you  that  I  hare  never  even 
w>en  the  periton  who  is  Do«rin  this  cloaet.^ 

The  nobleness,  sincerity,  and  truth,  stamped 
upon  her  brow  as  she  uttered  this  appeal,  car- 
ried such  an  instant  conviction  of  her  innocence 
to  the  very  innennost  heart  of  Emily,  that  the 
grasped  her  hand  and  pressed  it  afiectionateljr 
to  her  bosom,  exclaiming  Mith  a  passionate 
energy,  *'  Forgive  mc — O,  forgive  me,  my  pure 
and  noble-minded  friend!  If  I  distrusted  you 
for  a  single  moment,  it  was  only  because  I  bad 
forgotten  myself.  I  do,  I  do  believe  you  inno- 
cent. Believe  it?  I  know  it — I  feel  it — I  will 
cwear  to  it — I  will  stake  my  life— my  soul-— 
upon  it !"  .**• 

'*  What  impudence!  what  depravity!  Faugh! 


dvliiiiipto  heviMlttj  ^*  How  AoM  dm  kncnr 
Ifeife  "vru  «  felknr  ia  the  doaet?  WhK»  hid 
bim  IhsreF  Ik  her  oim  cot^niy  too  T 
•>^r.Why9  vmUj  it  19 «Kactiiig«  i«ctf/e  too  m«ch 
finn  Qkie^B  guUibiHly,  howercr  acc^mmodAling 
Wb:  mty  wish  to  aoake  it,"  added  Mrs.  ChaAt* 

HUfVIk^  "' .      ' 

fi''*^It '»  BtVBiig«— -myiteriouB— inerpUcaUc/^ 
said  Emiiy;  ''but  Hekn  Tkvmumi  has  said 
fiMBT«ordy  «nd  I  reeeive  it  aa  a  gospel  truth.** 
-'^Aa  km  these  ladies  who  know  me  less  io- 
teately,"  resuned  Helen,  with  a  proud  com- 
p6suf9^  '*  I  must  be  ooatent  for  the  present  to 
M^-tmder  their  uncharitable  conclusions ;  but  1 
dd"  implore  of  them,  as  they  would  aveft  a 
oatastropbe  which  they  themselves  would  have 
Merntti  kobod  to  r^^t,  not  to  divulge  in  tbk 
IsMisd  what  they  have  seen,  not  even  to  open 
their  lips  upon  this  subject  in  the  nei^bour- 
hood ;  pledging  to  then  sny  most  sacred  honour 
th^*  wbeO'  I  ciEin  do  so,  without  endangering 
the  lives  of  my  fellow^reatures,  I  will  explain 
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to  thcni  every  circumstance  tliat  may  have  ex* 
ckcd  Uioir  stispicioii,  not  ]o$9,  I  tnist^  to  their 
own  ^Atisfaotiont  thADto  my  own  perfecc  eacosi* 
pMi^n«pJ»io(|-iflH  rmvi)  ymvA  u'mth  ni«^  istm 
is,*fiJL  mu  perfectly  salifified  already^**  aaid  Lady 
Crockalt ;  '*  but  I  have  no  kind  of  Twsh  60 
create  a  fracas,  especially  as  you  talk  of  blood, 
whicli  always  makes  me  sick.  For  my  part  I 
shall  say  nothing  till  I  have  your  authority, 
for  I  hate  tattlers." 

''  So  do  I,  my  Lady,**  cried  Mrs.  Chalsworth 
(iu*tly,  as  if  the  latter  words  had  been  an  in- 
iiuc'iido  levelled  against  herself.  "  We  are  all 
upon  honour,"  she  continued  with  a  sneer; 
'•  even  Miss  Trevanian  has  pledged  hers,  though 
I  wonder  where  slie  got  it ;  for  I  really  thought 
it  was  in  the  keeping  of  the  gentleman  in  the 
closet.  Your  Ladyship  will  answer  for  Miss 
(^•awley,  of  course." 

**  I  ca-n  answer  for  myself,  Madam,"  cried  the 
latter,  with  an  angry  toss  of  the  head. 

**It  is  a  solemn  compact  then,"^  said  Emily  ; 
"*  and    may  the   curse  of   perpetual  dumbnefc& 
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turn  Amnmt, 
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£dl  apod  tfatiitOD^e>iiM*  UHnt'bobt  mmtf^ 
lAfitiolRtA'iitf.'l  iBo'a«yitigyT«lM< (conduct^  Ifie 
itoUyxkwrtiataini'}  theyfenieUnted  tli«  carriage, 
and  again  drove  away  from  Harp§den  HklH, 
iMiMti;lumc^ ;<em:eith«rlady  Tuevanfcn  or 
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.  .     Faint  Amonst !  wlinti  do:»t  thou  think 
'*r*)  tasto  love's  honoy,  and  not  drink 
t1iii|  A  xOne  dram  of  gall  ?~or  to  devour    ■ 


A  world  of  sweety  and  taste  no  sour? 
Dost  thou  ever  Uiink  to  enter 
Th*  Klysiuu  JieJdR,  that  dar*st  not  ventar« 
In  Charon's  bar^?   A  lovtr's  mind 
Mufit  use  to  sail  with  every  wind. 

Sir  Pmur  Sidney 


lo    -^ 


A^ER  having  waited  a  few  minutes  to  com- 
'*po5e  her  feelings,  Helen  betook  herself  to  thf 
flrAwing-rooni  to  welcome  her  brother,  wfibie 
^outhful  impetuosity  would  ha^e  infallibly  htif- 
^ried  him  into  some  intemperate  action  that 
liiCjht  have  been  fatal  to  both  parties,  had  he 
'tieen  brought  into  collision  with  Reuben,  armed 
a«  the  latter  was,  and  desperately  determined 


not  to  be  taken  alire.  Her  foresight  of  this 
danger  had  dictated  Helen's  recent  conduct,  and 
still  filled  her  bosom  with  anxiety,  though  she 
now  exhibited  such  a  perfect  self-possesidon, 
that  not  even  the  keenest  observer  would  have 
suspected  any  thing  had  recently  occurred  to 
disturb  the  placid,  ordinary  current  of  her  feel- 
ings. It  was  far  otherwise  with  Adeline,  whose 
attempts  to  conceal  her  confusion  by  a  forced, 
gigglingy  and  aSected  nonchalance,  would  have 
suggested  the  idea  that  she  waa  playing  a  part, 
and  had  something  to  hide ;  but  that  the  general 
oddity  and  flightiness  of  her  demeanour  were 
too  well  known  to  entail  any  partictilar  observa- 
tion upon  that  which  was  conceived  to  be  no- 
dung  more  than  the  whim  of  the  moment.  From 
H^e  conversation  of  their  brother,  the  chances  of 
4^fpi^  Cor  any  of  the  concealed  rebels  seemed 
4;p  be  forlorn,  and  almost  hopeless.  Spies  and 
•cput^keatated  to  be  thickly  planted  in  every 
y^^ection;  while  the  shore  and  sea,  all  along 
4Jf^  part  of  the  coast^  were  strictly  invested  by 
gjfff^lling  pay^ies»  and  armed  skifEi  or  shallops, 
^^11^  hf4  «4»e»4y  «TO»^4,  ■eyei^^  o^  fhc  better 
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sort,  fur  wboGu  heads  he  declared  he  would  not 
give  a  pinch  of  snufF,  since  it  was  weU.  kiiavfo 
t^t  tlie  vengeaacG  uf  the  King  U'ould  be  tfpe- 
>«naii y  directed  against  tlie  ofBoens  and  geutrr. 
•Althougii  this  information  left  them  more  at  A 
loss  than  ever  how  to  dispose  of  Reuben  with- 
<iut  ensuring  his  certain  destruction,  both  sisten 
were  relieved  from  a  portion  of  their  anxiety 
•whun  the  Captain  and  his  troopers  touk  theo>- 
^ves  offj  for  aoy  thing  seemed  preferable  to  a 
discovery  atid  fracas  in  their  o\v^d  house,  and  the 
hof>e  of  f^eiy  and  concealment  to  all  parties  wa» 
at  least  fortified  for  the  present  by  the  disap 
-pearance  of  the  soldiers. 

:  Helen,  however,  was  well  aware  that  tliis  w&j 
kmly  a  momentary  respite  for  their  unfortunate 
iprotege^  She  knew  Lady  Crockatt  and  Mr*- 
Chatsworth  too  well  to  imagine  that  they  would 
vsbserve  their  pledge  for  any  protracted  period, 
leren  if  they  did  not  instantly  violate  it.  BcsidcA, 
tliey  were  under  no  promise  of  secrecy  as  to 
what  they  hod  seen  and  heard  in  the  summer- 
Jk^UBe  9  and  a  wliisper,  a  hint,  a  gesture^  might 
beisuificieDt  to  direct  attetttiun  to  the  spotrSAci 


Bxv^BM  Aniar.  CI 

r^fmjiO^BOwkwfj  On  Reuben's  aecoant, 
'htt  own^rrbut  more  ospociallf  on 
•dMeKdeV  vkQuaJbliad^  MmaiUic  passion  «p- 
fBtmeA  tb  ^thei  fbrcv  ham  itaobvious  absurdity 
maderitiw  prattnt  tinmaiataDees,  and  to  bt  sCi- 
dadatal'  into  dntbosiaau  by  the  hourly  increa»> 
fng-^aii^ir&af  its  obj«ct»  she  became  coDTinced 
^hftt  their  ioomate  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  rc- 
mmta  aaother  d»j  within  die  precincts  of  Harps- 
idetk  Hail  Ervtry  thing  might  be  hist,  nothing 
«buld  be  gsooed  by  delay,  and  she  reserved  to 
-fleck  tt  interview  with  him  at  once>  to  point  out 
Ut  -him  the  predicament  iu  which  ho  stood,  to 
suggest  to  him  whatever  precautions  might  iiw 
the  chance  of  his  escape,  and  to  request 
he  would  withdraw  himself  forthwith,  and 
some  mere  secure  asylum  until  he  could 
tasooBipliflh  his  flight  beyond  sea.  She  acoord- 
(i^^  .  summoned  Adehne,  communicated  what 
chsfei  pabsed  in  the  paintinguroooi,  and  requested 
(that  she  would  accompaoy  her  to  the  closet,  fcr 
riM'piu^se  of  dissoisHing  their  visitant. 
^>,A*ubenyiii  the  neaawhilev  remained  in  has 
iMiiHlw  liiiniHim  jj  a  prey  to  contradictorf.  emo- 
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tions  (hnt  were  at  once  p^ratcfiil  and  di&ireMul^. 
The  conversation  which  he  had  overheard  kftd 
filled  him  with  the  most  exalted  notioas  of  He- 
lea's  magnanimity  in  sacrificing  her  owzi  iBO«t 
cherished  feelings,  and  oven  her  good  fame  with 
the  «rorldyto  her  genefx>us  protection  of  an  uller 
stranger;  while  her  nffectionale  devotcdness  to 
her  sifiter,  when  by  tlic  utterance  of  a  aingk 
word  she  might  have  transferred  front  herself  to 
Adeline  all  the  supposed  criminality  attached  to 
his  concealment,  rendered  it  doubtful  ifrhethcr 
she  had  conferred  upon  her,  or  upon  himatMf 
the  more  important  and  inappreciable  srrVice. 
He  was  equally  at  a  loss  whether  most  to  ad- 
mire the  noble-minded  heroism  of  her  conduct, 
or  the  gentle,  feminine,  and  yet  resolute  calm- 
ness of  her  deportment,  of  which  he  had  formed 
his  opinion^  witlicut  the  teatimoOy  of  his  «sy«», 
from  the  sweetness  of  her  voice«  attuned  to^m 
singular  accordance  vnth  the  mildness  and  be*- 
nignity  of  her  sentiments.  In  proportion*  how- 
ever, an  it  delighted  him  to  think  thatahiglv 
born  female^  who  united  such  grandeur  of  soitL 
to  flo  much  suavity  of  temperament,  shoidd  jiave 


toluiitMiy'  (wnstitulcd  hereelf  bit  prorectmn 
imi  ptVMfrwar^  it  himiliated,  it  stung-  him^t* 
nftcttlMl  )»r  mi^  be  the  means  of  aaiaiUttg 
Mnxution,  danger,  and  unbappincss  upon  Uie 
Ingblj-gtfUd  beiiif^  who  luui  tremtcd  him  with 
•oeh'  nnexmnpM  gezwraoty.  BHterlj  did  he 
B^^fet  that  he  had  not  sooner  withdrawn  him- 
wtU  ^B  the  premises,  and  thoagh  he  was  seiw 
tthle  that  his  doing  so  now  would  not  exonerate 
Ilia  bniefiietress  from  the  unworthy  sospiciona 
U>  'wiiSoh  an  unfortunate  combination  of  dr^ 
cttmstances  had  subjected  her,  he  determined 
to  'fly  from  the  house  at  all  haaards,  lest  she 
sfceuld  become  more  deeply,  and  perhaps  irra« 
tmvably  compromised  by  his  presence. 

Jufit  as  be  had  formed  this  resolution  the  sis* 
tera 'tapped  gently  at  the  door  of  the  closet,  and 
requested  that  he  wouki  join  them  in  the  paint* 
iag^room,  a  summons  which  was  of  course  in>. 
atahtly  obeyed.  All  fright  and  flutter,  horror 
aad  heroics,  Adeline  apostrophized  the  fates, 
bdth  in  French  and  English,  declaring  that  the 
armal  of  Lady  Crockatt  and  her  companions 
waa<M  rowFrff-leantaotff,  that  ilie  treatment  faer 
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si^n  iii«d  ti3:peri«Dtted  ««&  de  lu  dermic  «■•> 
ft^&t  ^o^  thiLt  tihe  hucBcif  was  de&esperhiOnnt. 
ptulplua;  but  witliout  piTtning.Ar&tngle  sa|^l 
gestion  that,  niigkt  relieve  tbein  from  tiieboira 
diiBcultiii£»  or  facilitate  tlie  08ca}>c  of  thoir  oiun^i 
panuin^  : ;  AeuibeD  suticcd   tlie  Erst  upportuni^'i 
her  empty  volubility  ufForded  to  address  hira» 
aelf  to  ber  sister,  expreEfiinjE^,  in  the  most  effl-^ 
phatic  terms,'  admiration  of  her  iDagnaninutiiir 
gratitude  for  his  pre^rvation^  and  angut&h  that' 
her  generoua  interference  should  have  exposcxl 
her  to  such  unmerited  insult.     His  languBf)^ 
wa£  eloquent,  and  Ills  eyes,  as  he  intently  ^xed^ 
them    upon   the   fine,   placid,   and    inteliectual: 
features  of  his  protectress,  were  more  eloqocsiU 
still ;  for  high  as  had   been  Iiis   aDticipatxM>f(>^ 
they  fell  infinitely  short  of  the  beautiful  reality 
now  presented  to  hi«  gaze.    miMt  '»ioin  6it»  «<9«(i 
Blushing  sliglitly  at  die  impassioned*  eaftxa^ 
ncss  of  his  regard,  but  Avithout  the  smallest  be^ 
sitation  or  embarrosemont  in  her  manner,  HekO'i 
disclaimed  for  herself  and  her  sister  any  pecak* 
liar  merit  in  what  they  had  done,  declaring^  tbol' 
she  tiliouJd  have  felt  herself  bound  to  extend  the 
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igain  drove  away  from   Harpsden  iHtttty 
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Faint  Amorist !  what,  do«t  thou  think 
Tti  tfli^te  love's  honpy,  and  not  drink 
^t^^  ^  tjOnc  dram  of  gall  ?— or  to  devour    ■ 
I  A  worid  of  «weet^  and  taste  no  soiir  ? 

Dost  thou  ever  think  to  enter 
'  ■  Th'  Elyaian  fields,  that  dar^st  not  ventort 
*  I  'Mivln  Charon's  harge?    A  lover's  mind 
^1    ,AIuet  use  to  sail  with  every  wind. 

Sia    PlllLIJ'   SlSNKt-^ 

AiPTEii  having  waited  a  few  minutes  to  com- 
pose her  feelings,  Helen  betook  herself  to  Ht 
'flrawTng-room  to  welcome  her  brother,  y^hctt 
^outhful  impetuosity  would  have  infallibly  hnf- 
[Tied   him   into    some    intemperate  action  ihift 
|\night  have  been  fatal  to  both  parties,  had  !ir 
'teen  brought  into  collision  with  Reulien,  armed 
the  latter  was»  and  desperately  determined 


Ubited  siicb  m  perfect  self-posftession, 
even  (be  keenest  observer  would  have 
i  any  thing  had  recently  occurred  to  • 
the  placid,  ordinary  current  of  her  feel- 
t  was  far  otherwise  with  Adeline,  whose 
t  to  conceal  her  confusion  hy  a  forced, 
,  arvd  aflecled  nonclialance,  would  have 
td  the  idea  tiuit  slie  waa  playing  a  part, 
something  to  hide ;  but  that  the  general 
£ightioe&3  of  her  demeanour  were 
known  to  entail  any  particular  obscrva^ 
that  which  was  conceived  to  be  no- 
tbui  the  whim  of  the  moment.  From 
of  their  brgther,  the  chances  of 
,^y  of  tb^  concealed ,  rebels  aeemed 
IJoni*  and  almogt  ho|H:less.  Spies  and 
f  M4ted  to  be  thickly  planted  iu  every 
;  while   the  sliore  and  fiea,  all  along 
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jort^  for  whose  heads  he  declared  he  would 
give  a  pinoh  of  snufT,  since  it  was  wcU 
that  the  vcnguancc  of  the  King  would  he 
cuJly  directed  against  the  officers  and  J^i 
Altboug]i  tills  information  left  them  more 
-loss  than  ever  how  to  dispose  of  llcubea 
kiut  ensuring  his  certain  destruction,  both  s^ 
were   relieved  from  a  portion  of  their  afi 
-vhun  the  Captain  and  his  troopers  took 
"selves  off,  for  any  thing  seemed  preFcralilt 
•dLscx>very  and  fracas  in  their  own  bou^e,  and. 
Juipeof  ^fety  and  concealment  to  oil  parties.^ 
4lt  1«ast  fortified  for  the  preaent  by  the  tlif 
ftearaoce  of  the  soldiers. 
1     Hc]en>  however,  was  well  aware  that  tliii 
loniy  a  momentary  respite  for  tlidr  unforti 
tprotege.     She  knew  Lady  Crockatt  and 
Chalsworth  too  well  to  imagine  tliat  they 
)obser\'e  their  pledge  for  any  protracted  per 
levcn  if  they  did  not  instantly  violate  it. 
-they,  ware  under,  no  promise  of  aecrecjL 
what  ihey  had  seen  and  heard  in  tlio  ei 
iwuae;  and  a  whisper,  a  hint,  a  geeturev 
bo-sufficicot  to  direct  attcntiun  to  the  apot^, 
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tions  tliat  were  at  once  p^teful  and  dis' 
The  conversation  which  he  had  over^ieard 
filled  hiui  with  the  most  exaked  notioiM  of 
lea's  magnanimity  in  sacriBcing  her  own 
cherished  fetilings,  and  even  her  good  fame 
the  world,  to  her  generoua  protection  of  an  u 
stranger ;  while  her  ofFectionate  devoUdn 
her  sUtcr,  when  by  the   utterance  of  a 
word  she  might  have  transferred  froai  herself 
Adeline  all  the  supposed  criminality  attacfied 
his  concealment,  rendered  it  doubtful 
site  had  conferred  upon  her,  or    upon  hi 
the  more  important  and  inappreciable  ser^^ 
lie  was  equally  at  a  loss  whether  most  td 
mire  the  noble-minded  hercasm  of  her  coAd 
or  the  gentle,  feminine,  and  yet  nesolute  cil 
ness  of  her  deportment,  of  wliich  he  had 
]us  opinion^  without  the  testimony  of  his 
from  the  sweetness  of  her  voice,  attiinetl  t 
singular  accordance  with  the  mildness  and 
nignity  of  her  sentiments.     In  proportion*  h 
evCTy  aBit  delighted  him  to  think  that  a  hi) 
bora  female,  who  united  such  grand^uf'  of 
toflomuch  suavity  of  tcmperHmentf  should 
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gitfWn  bad  ux{)erieDoed  irm  tk  la  i  demUj^e 
Jamlief  oud  that  eho  herself  was  dbaqparjjff^  an  n^ 
prur|;/cu;]  iiutiwitbout  giFeringla.  single  sd^: 
gestion  that  oiigbt  relieve  them  from  thciramo 
diifio^lties,  or  facilitate  tlw  escape  of  thciroovw 
iwnion.  Reuben  soi&ied  the  first  opportuni^^ 
her  empty  volubility  afforded  to  flddress  hin*- 
aeif  to  her  sister,  expressing,  in  the  most  cm^ 
phatic  terms,  admiratioa  of  her  nyagnaiii million 
gratitude  for  his  preservation^  and  siiguifib  ttau 
her  generous  interference  should  have  expotaJi 
Iter  to  such  unmerited  in&ult.  His  iaiiguai^ 
was  eloquent,  and  his  eyes,  as  he  intentlv  irxcdj 
tliem  upon  the  fine,  piacid,  and  inteliectuah 
ftaitures  of  his  protectress,  were  more  etoqotflt* 
still;  for  high  as  had  been  his  -aDticipBCiaD%l 
they  fell  intinitely  short  of  the  beautiful 
now  presented  to  his  gaze,   wiiuit  tnofi  baii 

Blushing  sliglitly  at  tlie  impassioned* 
ness  of  his  regard,  but  without  the  smallest  be»' 
sitation  or  embarrasement  in  lier  manner,  ii«to{ 
disclaimed  for  herself  and  her  sister  any  pecili^ 
liar  znerit  in  what  they  had  done,  declaring^ •tfatt't 
site  should  have  felt  herself  bound  to  extend  thb* 


IpBOQDHi 

tlraJM 


umKipmet^aA  Ha  mj  Mhw' <blkmJerdiatttM^ 

I^OB  Uer  haadci  tfaotigfa  fllie  !iiid)'fi6t  fttfectito'^ 
cwnedLiitt'jKgtetal  the  driiodte  pradicomon. 
ianrfaicb'Jt  hAd;plaoed1ier,  or  dbny  tho  paiikf 
fa^fanoiiiiaiflgtcDttscquenaes  to  wliich  it  might*  i 
iMiLrt  Sfaei<tfae»'bnefty  but  olauiy'  stated  the  • 
oomidcntfioM:  r  vdnch  imperatively  dictated  \m- 
ii|nBdiate<dsfmrturef  aad  wpoating  to  him  th». 
iafatmitiuQ  she  had>  TBceived  aa  to  the  dilicnhy 
oCiofia^tisigaa  escape  from  the  ooasts  of  Donet- 
Mre  or :  ODeVonshLhC)   she  strenuously   recom* 
idmdfed  that  ha  shouki  adopt  some  low  dia- 
glaae»'aS8ttme  as  much  as  possible  the  Somer* 
siHriiiM'  dialect^  and  stnhe  across  the  country 
£aKttbefiristol  Channel,  In  which  direction  there 
wipuld  be  a  less  vigilant  search  for  the  fugi- 
tives,  and  more  numerous  opportunities  of  hir* 
ii^aifaoator  vessel  to  convey  hhn  beyond  the 
raadi' -of  :dao|^.     To  elucidate  his  route  she 
.pna4e*ted  him  with  &  small  pocket  wap  of  Dar^- 
aeutdire  And  Somersetshire,  and  anticlpatang  his 
JOatalat'the  Jea*ade,  apologiKed  Ibr  iuquiring 
utohgrAgjpaadMMd  tko  means  4fjrstmtoraMny  ^ 
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Uie  fishermen,  or  other  coasters,  for  procuing 
hx%  t^scape.  R«uben  fi*ankly  declared  that  hi$ 
purse  waa  almost  empty?  and  that  the  Mantel 
ftucii  an  indispensable  article  as  money  had 
been  his  prmcipal  motive  for  viaiiing  thai 
neigiibourhood,  with  the  intention  of  obtaimng 
a  supply  from  his  nnde. — "  I  antidp&tcd  that 
this  might  be  the  case,^*  said  Helen,  placing  t 
^rse  of  gold  in  his  hand—"  and  as  I  am  Mt 
deterred  by  any  false  delicacy  from  offering, 
you  will  not,  I  am  sure,  feel  any  false  shame  in 
receiving  this  little  loan,  especially  as  I  shafi 
reclaim  it  from  Mr.  Goldingham  the  momeal'I 
receive  tidings  of  your  safety.  Till  that  happy 
period  arrives  it  may  be  as  well  to  leave  him  in 
total  ignorance  of  your  proceedings,  for  as  my 
sister  and  myself,  unintentionally  both  on  jpettt 
part  and  on  ours,  have  become  coropromiaed  is 
the  abettors  of  your  concealment  and  flight*  let 
ITS  take  the  last  responsibility  as  well  as -the 
first ;  if  we  are  to  be  implicated,  let  us  hirre  tb* 
consolation  of  knowing,  that  although  tre  niay 
have  committed  ourselves,  we  have  at  least  bwB 
the  means  of  exonerating  others  '  All  I  i^hf 
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jmtixLWfkvam,\Mjtba/t  you  will  give  me,  by  «oine 
taie  'chaDnel^  the  quiekest  intelligence  of  your 
anind  in  a  plate  of  safety,  that  I  may  redeem 
aiy  pledge  to  Lady  Crockatt  aad  Mrs.  Chata. 
WDtthc*  Another  blush  deeply  tinged  her  fea* 
t|KC8  as  sbe  thus  recalled  the  base  imputatioin 
tii^t  they  had  dared  io  cast  upon  her  honour, 
but  it  quickly  passed  away;  and  having  stated 
■•Kr3r  probable  contingency  that  might  assail 
him  in  his  iight,  and  suggested  sucli  precau- 
tiooa  aa  seemed  most  likely  to  obviate  danger, 
ft:  to  render  its  consequences  less  perilous,  she 
ihfamid  him  that  he  nught  safely  remain  where 
Imi  was  till  dusk,  when  she  trusted  he  would 
Withdraw  to  his  old  hiding-place,  and  under 
bvour  of  the  darkness  quit  Harpsdcn  Hall 
altogether,  concluding  by  a  declaration  that  she 
should  most  earnestly  pray  for  his  deliverance 
{f0m  the  hands  c^his  enemies. 
^.iReuben  would  have  again  poured  out  the 
fivt1v<Hir  a£  his  soul  in  a  burst  of  heartfelt  ao*^ 
iMHHvkdgments,  but  Helen  putting  her  fore- 
finger 4a  her  lips,  reminded  him  with  a  smile, 
thal^Jth^  nomenti  were  too  precious  for  con^ 


plinieQt»9  wliich  she  would  defer  rooeiviog  till 
they  could  be  teudered  without  cndangenng 
tbeir  cooimon  sal^*  60  saying,  she  boiv<ei 
^ably  to  IleubeQ>  again  wuh^' hiib  suecett 
in  lus  Eight,  aud  taking  her  sifters  acxn^w 
about  to  accompany  lier  from  the  apartmeat, 
yfhea  Adeline,  who  had  no  notion  of  partiD^ 
8u  tamely  from  her  lover,  turned  towards  him, 
aud  extending  her  arms,  exclaimed,  *'  Ob  ya, 
ye^  yesl  you  will  coqic  bock  to  us  of  coutm 
.when  the  amnesty  is  pubhshed.  We  are.  lUA 
very  far,  you  know,  from  Goldingham  Plaw. 
P  ciei !  seroiUil  possih/e  ?  queile  idee  cAar. 
vumte!  Farewell !  farewell !  I  may  bid  you 
adieu  iu  the  .words  ^  Xudamora,  the  capdvc 
►Queen  :-w  u-iU   .xx-hu  Tui  '  •• 

'  >yished  freeanni,  I  presagCj  you  soon  will  find, 
•*"'    '*  If  Heaven  lie  just,  jind  be  to  virtue  kind.'  *' 

Assuming  a  most  tragical  look,  and  ibrowiiUr 
,oiie  arm  upwards,  she  would  have  ooRtiooBii 
^(he  quotation,  but  wa»  prevented  by  the  gofc 
,\^alence  witb  which  Helcai  UurdidL  her  cnit^if 
tthe  a}>artment<  ,,  113419  ifvrfM^oiU  h^iiunJiEiM) 


iii'ViTlien  Beubtn  *w^  again  left  in  hi«  solitary 
sknet^'all'hit  pMt  life  seemed  uttertrto  fade 
mrnKjiroOM  hit  recollection;  the  part  he  had  taken 
Ubih^  Ftbellian,  and  tha  jeopardj-  that  still  so 
-inminently  threatened  him,  were  totally  driwn 
ImihiflBiiiid ;  he  bad  no  head,  no  heart,  htit 
for  -tlK  ^autiful,  the  generous,  the  magnani- 
jDoos^Halca.    Prom  thenoblenem  of  her  con- 
,4uct  previoaslj  to  their  interriew,  he  was  pre- 
;pu)ed  for  eleration  of  aoal  and  dignity  of  scn- 
.^iment ;  but  that  she  should  unite  all  the  milder 
taace  humble  virtues  to  this  majcsity  of  fe<;l- 
(,  that  she  should  be  so  sagacious,  discreet, 
and  provident,  so  delicate  in  her  generous  fore- 
-tfaocight,  so  considerate  for  the  safety  of  others, 
so  willing  to  sacrifice  her  own  ;  that  she  should 
be  at  once  a  heroine,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
most  modest,  feminine,  and  unassuming  of  her 
sex ;  that  her  thoughts,  high   and  exalted  as 
5tlie7"'#nt«  should  be  set  to  such   heart- whi- 
bni^^tiNuic  by  the  sweetness  of  her  xdce^  and 
i^ibar^halh  nhould  be  ennobled  by  a  face  and 
\£aam-  of-  aufc-paawng  intelligence  and  lovdiness, 
constituted  altogether  such  a  ct(Mnbthatit>Q'  of 
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•nracftonris  k^ited  his  is^onJ>?r;^WAr"11^^<^ 
premely  than  his  delight,  and  left  him  for  »mf 
time  completely  absorbed  and  enraptured'  io 
tlie  recollection  of  her  unparalleletl  endowments. 
Little  as  they  required  it,  they  received  the  AiD 
benefit  of  contrast  when  he  compared  them 
with  AdclineV  With  the  beaut)-  of  the  lat- 
ter,  indeed,  as  well  as  with  her  frank,  not  to 
say  familiar  deportment,  he  had  been  struck 
in  their  first  interview;  but  in  the  midst  of  bS 
her  apparent  interest  in  his  fate,  there  appeartd 
ftuch  real  imiiflerence,  or  at  least  such  an  in- 
capacity to  suggest  any  available  resource  fik 
his  extrication,  that  he  had  not  been  long  ft^ 
discovering  her  to  be  a  coni|X3und  of  levity  and 
affectation,  flighliuesa  and  frivolity,  who  either 
wanted  the  delicacy  to  fi^el,  or  the  sense  to  i^ 
prebend,  the  impropriety  of  their  clandestiitt 
meetings,  and  who  was  consequently  little  cA^ 
culated  to  inspire  any  other  than  an  evanescent 
admiration.  These  considerations  only  served 
to  elevate  Helen,  for  whom,  in  diort,  he  atmdy 
fdt   that  empassioDed   yearning  of  tb&  liesttf 


f^,  dwoitipD  of  the  souly  wliicb  form  the  firet 
fiiei»ent9  of  a  pure  and  exalted  love. 
,-,  Clftljpm  was  not  more  inccHiBolable  for  the 
^qmiture  of  Uljssest  thaa  ww  Adeline  at  the 
(l^dfifil^  low  of  her  lover.  To  have  00 
fjliutramgp  «o  delightful  an  adveaturc,  one  that 
■named  tp  have  been  exprefsly  scxit  to  bueak 
^  horrid  mcxiotony  of  her  countrj  life,  thu« 
jqpped  in  the  very  bud»  was  sufficiently  pro* 
jfpking;  but  to  expel  her  own  dear  darling 
AiEcadius  from  the  sanctuary  he  had  cliosea; 
to  dfive  him  forth  to  certain  destruction, — ^for, 
^Aer  what  their  brother  had  said,  his  eM^pe 
wcaa  next  to  impossible ;  to  deprive  her  of  tlw 
atreetest  and  most  interesting  lover  she  ever 
httd ;— it  was  base,  barbarous,  inhospitable,  un* 
Vftural.  She  wondered  she  could  ever  have 
^oquiesced  in  so  inhiunan  a  proposal,  that  she 
should  have  sanctioned  an  act  of  treachery 
totally  unprecedented  in  any  of  the  romances  she 
had  ever  read ;  but  she  lukd  suffered  herself  to 
t^iAwayed  by  Hden,  who  had  no  feeling,  no 
fcntibility,  no  pa«ion;   who  waa  never*  like 
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herself,  elevated  into  a  beatific  ecstasy,  nor 
plunged  into  a  desolating  despair.  Even  now, 
although  she  hsrd  tacitly  consented  to  HeleoN 
cold-blooded  proposition^  she  doubted  whether 
•he  ought  to  allow-  its  execution ;  whether  fthr 
ought  not  rather  to  obey  the  dictates  of  lore 
and  honour,  by  continuing  to  afford  her  prtv 
tection  to  the  unfortunate^  the  mucli-endunn^. 
the  persecuted  Arcadius.  At  all  events  fiw 
might  make  inquiries  in  the  Inimodiate  nei|rb- 
bourhood,  and  reconnoitre  the  adjacent  coub- 
■try,  to  ascertain  whether  the  house  were  not 
too  closely  beleaguered  to  allow  of  his  decatop- 
ing  on  the  coming  night,  which  had  been  » 
unfeelingly  fixed  as  the  period  of  hi*  de- 
parture, but  which  she  was  determined  to  port- 
r|>one,  if  her  inquiries  afforded  her  any  plau- 
sible pretext  for  so  doing. 

Having  put  on  her  hood  and  scarf,  shear- 
eordingly  sallied  forth  unattended,  marchinp 
sometimes  M-ith  the  erect  look  and  digaifiMi 
pace  of  a  heroine  of  romance,  and  at  olli 
«teahng  timidly  forward,  and  examining  emn 
bush  and  tree  with  the  scrupulous  distrust  of  i 
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who  feds  tbat  ihe  has  her  lover's  life  in  her 
hpods.  and  antidpatefl  «  covert  enemy  in  every 
olyecl  she  encounters.  After  having  thus  re> 
comoitered  for  some  little  timci  she  was  accost- 
^  by  a  oonimon-looking  man,  who  taking  off 
his  hat,  respectfully  inquired  the  way  to  Harps- 
den  Hall.  Thoughtless  as  she  usually  was,  her 
Nupicions  were  now  too  much  awakened  to 
4U0W  her  to  answer  this  question  without  hav- 
ing ascertained  its  object,  es{XK:ia1Iy  as  she  had 
taken  it  into  her  head  that  the  stranger  wus 
aome  scout  or  spy  of  the  Government.  ^Vlicn 
however,  in  reply  to  her  interrogatories,  he 
stated  that  he  was  the  licarcr  of  a  letter  to 
Lady  Trevanian,  from  one  of  her  friends  at 
Dorchester,  recommending  him  to  fill  the  va- 
cant post  of  butler  in  her  Lndyship^s  family, 
an  idea  suddenly  started  into  Adeline's  mind, 
whidi  was  entertained  with  the  greater  avidity 
..because  it  sot  only  savoured  of  s<miething  like 
^^  ^w  adventure,  and  one,  moreover,  that  was 
.||^^a  dramatic  and  romantic  character,  but  pro- 
JQSfl$cd  to  gratify  the  darling  object  of  her  soul, 
^^ipv|pventing  a  separation  lietween  herself  and 
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.i||cr  lover.  This  precious  scheme  was  no  other 
otIiAd  that  Renlion  sliould  perscmate  the  stranger 
Ir^UU.whom  she  was  conversingi  that  be  shuuld 

present  the  letter  to  Lmly  Trevaaina,  and  ]}ro- 
j^pure  himself  to  be  eii^u^d  as  her  butler. 
jr^Vbere  could  he  po59il>ly  be  so  siife  aud  frw 
..[from  suspicion,  as  when  wwiring  the  livery  of  fl 
j,Qoblemaa  who  was  known  tQ  be  one  of  the  most 
^^oyal  and  staunch  supporters  of  the  Govccc- 
lament?  Who  would  dream  of  looking  for  a 
..jebel  domiciliated  in  such  a  weU-affeeted  haiw- 
t^JtU)]d?  It  was  a  certain  protection  for  the  pic- 
.,aent;  an  anmcsty  would  shortly  be  publiali«d, 
..when  Heuben  would  resume  his  proper  rank  in 
1.  sodoty,  Mr.  Goldingham  would  rectjgnixe  him 

as  his  heir ;  he  would  make  his  declaration  in 
ri.forai';  oud  what  could  be  more  respec table ^or 
I;  desirable,  than  that  a  poor  family  like  theirs* 
)  for  neither  iJeWn  nor  herhitif  passcsaed  a 
.  sliillMig  of  portion,  should  bo  connected  with  « 
h. gentleman  who  was  understood  to  be  one  of  the 
,  wealthiest  in  the  whole  country?  With  -the 
r  rapidity  of  lightning  had  this  |}leasaBt  vMon 

flashed  across  her  mind,   while  th»  man  hod 


htitn  widtil^  ibr'iiiittiiswcr;  cnd'as  td  Kny '«m- 

*  bmutmdit  tte  might  remh  ftxm  aSapii^'  m 

''^leriloiMf  k  'ft^eak,  «he  was  not  9a  the  habit  of 

alctdMiBgi' ooBtingencMe  when  the  whim  of  Ihe 

vMnnent  asstmed  the  fom  g€  so  pf«a«int'ttnd 

'^•tl-ange  an  incident.    AH  her  preaent  thought 

'  wtts  to  exerate  her  pmject  as  «(ulckly  as  possi- 

'iite,  and  she  accordingly  informed  the  man  that 

hbe  was  the  daughter  of  Lady  Trevanian,  who 

'  Wlui  already  provided  with  a  butler,  but  that 

ahe<  w«ti]d  take  charge  of  the  letter  to  her  mo- 

-dier}  who  had  been  for  some  time  expecting  to 

iMiarfnmi  her  friend  at  Dorchester.    Express- 

inf^  her  regret  that  he  should  have  come  so  far 

to  so  little  purpose,  she  gave  him  a  piece  of 

gold  to  comfort  him  for  his  disappointment, 

and  h&ving  watched  him  for  some  little  time  as 

■'  he  trudged  back  again,  she  returned  with  all 

s^eed  to  the  house,  elated  beyond  measure  at 

"  the  possession  of  a  tetter  which  was  to  secure 

'  >rti^  presence  and  the  safety  of  lier  lover,  and 

'^teakiBg  in  the  ingenuity  of  the  little  plot  which 

"^Millie  had  so  promptly  and  so  happily  conceived 

l>^ikr  maimag  kim. 
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IVitbout  comtnuiucating  her  purpose  to  He- 
len, she  hurried  instantly  to  the  closet,  obtained 
an  interview  with  Reuben,  and  triumphantly  re- 
lated the  device  she  had  contrived,  urging  its 
immediate  adoptiou  as  a  certain  means  of  ehid- 
iug  ilL'tectioa  uultl  a  pardon  could  be  procured, 
or  his  ilight  be  mure  sofuly  effected.     Reuben 
recoiled  in  the  first  instance  from  the  proposi- 
tion, not  on  account  of  the  degradation  of  his 
Assuniiug  such  a  character,  for  under  his  pre- 
sent circumstances  he  held  himself  warranted  in 
practising  any  rinc  de  guerre ;  but  from  an  ap- 
prehenBioii  that    it    niiglit    tend    to    implicate 
Helen  still  more  seriously,  and  he  therefore  in- 
quired, whether  she    sanctioned  the  measure. 
Widiout  uttering  a  direct  falsehood,  Adeline, 
ID  her  exclamatory   and  Frenchi£ed    phrases, 
artfully  led  him  to  suppose  that  her  sister  was 
a  party  to  the  project,  adding,  that  it  was  now 
their  only  alternative,  and  that  there  was  not 
an  instant  to  be  lost  in  its  adoption.     Desiring 
nothing  more  ardendy  than  to  continue  near 
Helen,  belLcving  that  she  wished  him  to  assume 
tliis  temporary  disguise,  trusting  implicitly  in 
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her  discretion,  and  mlwajs  prone  to  yield  to  the 
bsipulae  of  the  moment,  without  sufficiently 
peipending  consequences,  Reuben  signified  his 
MKnt,  and  Adeline  withdrew  in  great  glee, 
after  having  informed  him  that  he  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  make  his  way  down  the  back-stairs 
by  which  he  had  ascended,  to  present  himself  at 
the  gate,  delirer  his  letter,  and  await  the  result. 
£asy  and  certain  of  success  as  all  this  ap- 
peared to  the  volatile  projector  of  the  enter- 
prise, Reuben  saw  by  a  single  glance  at  a  mlr- 
vat  in  the  room,  that  his  costiune  was  not  et-> 
aet)y  calculated  to  support  his  assumed  charac« 
ter.  To  alter  his  appearance  as  much  as  possi- 
ble be  cut  off  his  flowing  locks  with  a  pur  of 
■elasors  which  he  found  among  the  drawing  Im- 
plements,  and  imparting  an  appropriate  homeli- 
ness  to  the  arrangement  of  his  attire,  since  he 
could  not  vulgarize  its  quality,  he  put  the  let- 
ter in  his  pocket,  having  previously  so  far  de- 
vdoped  its  contents  as  to  ascertain  that  his  new 
nanie  was  to  be  Samuel  Norton.  Thus  in- 
alihicted  and  provided,  he  stole  out  of  the  paint- 
tng(-room,  made  his  way  to  the  back-stairs,  de> 
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ftccnded  them  unobserved,  let  himself  out  <^  the 
side  gate  leading  to  the  offices,  ran  round  to  the 
principal  entrance,  boldly  rang  the  bell,  and 
presenting  the  letter,  was  desired  to  wait  in  the 
porch  for  an  answer.'  *   "  ''^*^"      "*' 

Not  many  minufe  'd«i^Hfe8  crfe  he  was  biim. 
monctl  into  the  presence  of  Lady  Trevanian, 
Ijcfore  whose  bold  and  searching  eye  he  coald 
not  stand  altogether  unabashed,  for  he  felt  the 
humiliation  of  the  first  act  of  duplicity  to  which 
he  had  ever  had  recourse.  He  still  retained, 
however,  a  more  ingratiating  letter  of  reconi- 
mendat'ton  than  that  which  he  had  deliveped, 
for  her  Ladyship  liked  to  surround  herself  with 
people  of  ft  comely  presence,  eYcn  to  the  low- 
est of  her  household.  She  had  an  instiDctirve 
hatred  of  an  ugly  face,  often  observing  thai 
since  her  rank  required  her  to  keep  a  gallery  of 
living  paintings  by  the  divine  artist,  it  was  just 
as  cheap,  and  infinitely  more  delightful,  lo  se- 
lect the  most  beautiful  and  pleasant  subjects  fh/s 
could  find.  It  may  besuppofled»  therefore",  that 
KeubdTs  personal  advantages  tended  in  no 
small  degree  to  ft^^ilitate  his  en^agsmeM^  ■!• 


tiwMit»tlbi|;liwried  and  unskilful  miuiner  ia 
^(jfofii:  bn  bad  performed  upon  himself  Um, 
fili^o&t  of  m  bftrber,  did  not  escape  her  Lady^, 
s^pV.  keen  and  critical  gUoce.  "  Fr'ytheef 
young  man,"  she  said,  "  what  means  this  un«. 
qgbUy  crop-eared  fashion  of  the  head  ?  You 
ar^  not  of  a  Puritan  Ureed,  I  trust.  Out  of 
me^  charity  I  hare  already  received  an  Ana- 
haptist  girl  into  my  house  to  wait  upon  my 
dfuighters,  and  I  have  vowed  never  to  givesiieL- 
ter  to  another  d  the  same  persuasion,  for  she 
haa  already  made  a  convert  of  my  own  maid, 
who  is  ever  singing  hymns,  or  reading  pious 
pamphlets,  instead  of  mending  lace,  or  looking 
to  my  manteaus  and  gorgets."  Reuben  d^ 
clwred  that  he  had  been  educated  in  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Church  of  England — '^  Principles !" 
resumed  her  Ladyship ;  '*  I  care  not  for  princi- 
ples, for  the  best  of  them  have  been  made  use 
of  for  the  worst  nuJ-practices.  I  hate  cant 
and  hypocrisy,  and  have  therefore  no  fancy  fqr 
fanatics.  Conduct,  young  man,  conduct  is  the 
main  thing.  Attend  to  your  duty,  be  as  smart 
in  your  attire  as  may  be  consialeat  .wi|b  jour 
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station,  take  good  care  of  your  livery,  for  ours 
is  too  rich  and  costly  to  receive  slovenly  treat- 
fiient,.  and  you  shall  have  no  reason  to  regret 
your  service."  So  saying,  she  turned  to  an  at- 
tending page,  and  bade  him  accompany  hi^  new 
fellow-servant  to  iiis  apartment,  wiiere  he  would 
find  the  livery  of  his  predecessor,  observing, 
that  it  would  be  sure  to  fit  him,  for  they  wcfe 
AS  nearly  as  possible  of  the  same  height,  5ince 
she  never  engaged  any  mean  or  undersiied 
figures.  Having  bowed  and  retired,  Reuben, 
inducted  into  his  garret,  arrayed  himself  in  his 
new  garments,  which  justified  her  Ladyship's 
statement,  both  as  to  their  ricli  decorations,  and 
their  adapting  themselves  very  appropriately  to 
his  figure ;  made  Ms  toilet  as  appropriately  as 
he  could ;  descended  into  the  servant's  offices, 
introduced  himself  to  his  comrades  of  the 
kitclK*n,  and  thus,  to  his  own  no  small  astonish- 
nient  at  the  rapidity  of  the  change,  found  hiia- 
self  rcgidarly  installed  as  the  butler  at  Harp»- 
den  Hall. 

Helen  was  not  less  alarmed  than  displeased 
at  tile  intelligence  when  Adeline,  simpering  and 
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bridling,  and  asgaming  prodigious  merit  to  ber- 
irlf  for  faittnig  upon  90  ingenious  and  original 
a  oontrivance,  which  she  declared  would  furnish 
dma  a  hundred  deKghtful  scenes,  quite  as  good 
aa  anj  in  a  play,  communicated  to  her  what  she 
h^  done.  Tlie  ally  giri  had  in  the  first  in- 
■lance  intended  to  conceal  the  occurrence  until 
atfler  anpper,  just  to  see  whether  her  nster 
would  recc^^nize  her  metamorphosed  Arcadius 
whfle  he  waited  upon  them  at  tahle ;  but  hav. 
H^  shrewdness  enough  to  recollect  that  her 
sadden  surprise,  should  she  detect  him,  might 
lead  to  a  discovery,  and  consequently  to  his 
dismissal,  she  thought  fit  to  prepare  her  for  his 
presence  beforehand.  All  the  dangerous  con- 
sequences that  might  result  from  this  most 
indiscreet  freak,  especially  as  it  would  tend  to 
nourish  Adeline's  thoughtless  passion,  occurred 
quickly  to  the  penetrating  mind  of  Helen,  and 
jet  rfie  scarcely  saw  how  the  mischief  could 
BOW  be  prevented,  unless  by  incurring  still 
greater  hazards.  Reuben''s  sudden  disappear- 
aAee,  after  having  been  formally  hired,  would 
cidte  ^nspvcioD,  and  perhaps  occasion  him  to 
B  5 
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be  pursued ;  no  disclosure  could  be  made  to 
Lady  Trevanian  without  implicating  her  in  tht 
temc  responsibility  with  themselves  which  both 
W  them  wished  to  avoid ;  and  Helen  could  not 
deny  that  the  disguise  might  afford  an  efFectual 
concealment  till  the  appearance  of  the  ainDcMj, 
now  daily  expected  to  be  published,  and  whicb, 
according  to  the  general  rumour,  would  limit 
puniblimunt  to  a  very  few  of  the  leaders,  aixl 
extend  a  free  pardon^  even  to  many  for  wbos 
apprehension  a  reward  had  been  offered.  Not 
seeing  any  safe  and  immediate  metliod  of  extri- 
cating herself  from  the  dilemma  in  which  Ade- 
line's imprudence  had  involved  them,  she  had 
therefore  no  alternative  but  to  yield  to  circum- 
stances, and  await  the  course  of  events,  strictly 
stipulating,  however,  with  her  si&ter,  that  site 
should  never  speak  to  her  Arcadiua,  as  she 
ridiculously  called  him,  except  when  she  herse^ 
was  present. 

Adeline's  exclamations  of  horror,  Imth  in 
French  and  English^  when  she  found  that  Reu- 
ben had  cut  off  iiifi  beautiful  locks,  *^  La  pirn 
belie  ciieveiure  du    mondf,''    would    have    led 
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f^j.^nilutUtfd auditor  to  believe  that  the  pns 
prratioik  of  hii  b«ir>  and  not  of  his  hnd.  bad 
been  the  great  object  of  her  exertions.  "I^t 
a^  die  r  ibe  «xcUiined)  "  if.  instead  of  being 
degraded  hj  bia  'livery,  his  fine  figure  doea 
BoC  ennoMe,  and  give  an  air  of  haui  ton  even 
to  a  Ktvactls  trappinga.  Ah!  m  t*aij€  patdii 
f»?t7  iiaii  an  parfait  Amomr,  um  h^mme  fait  a 
ftmdrt?  Confess^  Helen,  that  be  i»  quite 
gntfi/  and  distiitgui — ^that  be  has  the  abord  of 
mtit  who  hat  been  uKd  to  the  graitd  mondtj  and 
looks  completely  like  what  he  it— «  hero  in 
diiguise;'^  Her  aignificant  self-betraying  looks 
iw  she  stole  a  glance  at  Reuben  iHbile  he  waited 
opon  than,  and  then  at  her  sister ;  her  titter- 
tni^,  wben,  in  his  ignorance  of  a  butler's  duty, 
be  committed  some  little  blunder ;  or  when,  in 
liar  own  giddinesB^  she  half-pronounced  the 
'word  Araadios ;  ber  exclamations  and  heroics 
when  any  thing  orcurred  that  threatened  a  di^ 
«Dwei7  of  their  plot ;  and  tbo  general  unguard- 
-cdttess  of  bet  conduct,  tried  to  the  very  utmost 
abe  eomposuie  of  Helenas  temper,  and  kept  ber 
in  a  state  of  anxiety  the  more  bavsassing^bft- 
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cause  she  was  obligetl  to  suppress  every  ex- 
ternal manifestation  of  her  feelings.  Adchoe** 
eccentricities  and  vagaries  were  too  conimoa, 
however,  to  excite  any  particular  attention  to 
Lady  Trevanian,  though  she  would  nut  have 
failed  to  notice  any  thing  that  disturbed  the 
placid  and  sedate  temperament  of  Helen. 

Although  she  knew  liis  birth  and  real  ataUoD 
in  8uciety,  the  latter  could  not  help  feeling  an 
altnost  insurmuuntable  repugnance  to  any  o[ 
those  private  iutcrviews  with  a  meui  wearing  a 
livery,  to  which  she  wab  perpetually  urged  by 
the  luss  scrupulous  Adeline,  whose  tender  heart 
could  nut  hruuk  that  her  own  dear  darling 
Arcadius  should  be  altogether  inetaniorphoKd 
into  Norton  the  butler.  She  even  intimated 
that  she  should  seek  opportunities  of  convereiog 
with  him  by  herself,  since  her  sister  declined 
being  present ;  ami  Helen  seeing  the  dangerous 
extent  of  her  infatuation,  at  last  consented  to 
her  wishes,  secretly  resolving  to  urge  Reuben 
once  more  to  seize  some  plausible  pretext  for 
quitting  the  house,  and  relieving  them  from  the 
cruel  embarrassment  of  his  presence.     Ax  this 
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mterfiew  be  prcsently  diicovered  that  Adeline 
had  deceived  him  into  the  notion  that  both 
dt/Un  equally  wished  him  to  adopt  the  semint's 
dugoate.  Addresnng  himself  to  Helen,  Reuben 
deelarcd  that  he  f^aced  himself  entirely  at  her 
diapocal:  that  he  would  instantly,  and  at  all 
hazards,  withdraw  when  she  desired  it,  and  that 
althottgh  he  was  penetrated  with  a  profound 
gratitude  for  the  generous  effbrts  she  had  made 
to  pi^acrni  it,  he  was  himself  indifferent  as  to 
Ilia  life,  except  upon  the  account  of  his  lost 
parents,  of  whose  history  he  gave  a  brief  rela- 
ticmt  concluding  with  the  expression  of  his  un- 
abated hope  that  they  would  one  day  be  re- 
aloRd  to  his  embraces,  if  he  lived ;  while  he 
declared,  that  if  he  died,  he  was  fully  deter* 
mined  not  to  enbul  ignominy  upon  them  by 
being  gibbeted  like  a  common  malefactor. 

There  was  something  so  touching,  so  pathetic, 
in  the  tenderness  and  fervour  of  his  filial  piety, 
when  alluding  to  his  parents ;  his  misfortunes, 
heavy  and  almost  unprecedented  as  they  were 
for  one  so  young,  were  borne  with  so  resigned 
a  fortitude^  though    not   without  haying  im- 
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parted  an  aifeccing  expression  of  ineLmcbaly  to 
bis  fine  features:  his  maDDcr  was  so  respect- 
ful, his  gratitude  appeared  to  be  so  proHound, 
bis  soul  so  honourable  and  high-principled,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  indiacretion  and  thought* 
Icssness  of  Adeline,  Helen,  now  become  still 
more  deeply  interested  iu  his  fate,  could  not 
believe  be  would  for  an  instant  deviate  from 
that  uoble  and  upright  character  which  sectnotJ 
to  be  stamped  upon  his  very  features.  When 
she  reflected,  moreover,  that  in  his  detcrmina. 
tion  not  to  be  arrested  without  a  dcspteiKatt 
resistance,  she  niiglit  accelerate  iiis  destruction 
if  she  were  to  urge  him  to  any  precipitate  and 
ill-timed  Bight,  slie  contented  herself  yrhh  men- 
tioning that  a  speciiic  day  was  now  publiclj 
talked  of  fiJT  the  appearance  of  tlie  amiicsty* 
expret^sing  her  most  ardent  liope  that  he 
would  be  included  in  it ;  but  at  the  same  tiioe 
submittiiig  to  liim  the  necessity  of  his  i»* 
mediately  withdrawing  from  Harpsdei)  IIa1I> 
should  he  be  unfortunately  excepted  frooiilhe 
royal  lenity.  To  this  Reuben  willingly;  pledgoi 
himself,  witli  renewed  expressiofis  of  the  most  iote 


^Mrfoocd  and  nspcctfui  gratitude ;  and  though 
AMiiw  sought  f«rkw»  frivolous  pretexts  for 
^■sioaging  the  interriew^  her  sister*  feeling 
thi-  iMfjmprietj  of  any  oonrvmraation  not  strictly 
llMBled  to  the  paramount  subject  in  which 
tbstr  eomnMm  safety  was  invc^vcd,  took  her 
MH,  and  led  her  from  the  apartment. 

1-Beuben,  as  it  may  well  he  supposed,  was  not 
^mrtf  expert  in  his  new  office^  but  his  natural 
qadcimess  enabled  him  to  avoid  any  -very  egre- 
gious blunders ;  there  was  but  little  to  do,  and 
liady  Trevanian,  struck  by  his  gentlemanly 
deportment  and  fine  figure,  was  not  disposed  to 
be  fastidious  about  technical  niceties,  which  she 
eonddered  of  minor  importance.  Thus,  there- 
Ibve^  he  continued  io  discharge  the  duties  of 
bis  piaoe,  unconsciously  ibetering  by  his  daily 
pKsenoe,  and  the  graceful  dignity  with  which 
ha  wore  his  disguise,  the  passion  of  the  inflam- 
mable  Adeline ;  while  the  sanctions  of  time 
abd'  observatkm  confirmed  in  himself  that  ar- 
dent love  with  which  Helen  had  inspired  him 
l»tiMiir  first  interview.  From  listening  io  her 
eouvcnation,  as  well  as  from  an  tnapcction  ai 
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the  little  library  which  she  had  cnlLected  for 
her  own  use,  he  soon  discovered  that  she  sedu> 
lously  cultivated  a  refined  taste  in  literature^ 
at  the  same  time  that  she  seemed  to  preaidf 
over  the  arrangements  of  the  household  likei 
tutelary  genius,  preserving  order  and  deconuo 
in  every  department,  and  yet  winning  the  love 
of  all  those  whom  she  governed  and  controll»l 
— so  gentle  was  her  6way»  so  affable  her  man- 
ners, her  amiability  so  cordial,  condescending, 
and  benign.  Every  thing  was  referred  to 
Helen.  She  it  was  who  strictly  regulatetl  aad 
maintained  those  little  obsenances  of  high  life, 
and  jjoints  of  etiquette  to  whicli  Lady  Tre- 
vanian  had  always  been  indifferent,  and  cf 
which  Adeline  was  utterly  ignorant ;  while  her 
charities  and  gotid  ofRces  in  the  neighbourhood 
occasioned  her  tu  be  as  much  revered  in  the 
vicinity,  as  she  was  within  the  immediate  prv- 
ci  nets  of  Harpsden  Hal  1.  Reuben^s  menial 
office,  by  its  enabling  him  to  hve  hi  the  daily 
presence  of  this  beloved  object,  and  to 
constant  observer  of  her  virtues  and 
plishments,  became  more  endeared  to  him  than 
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if  it  had  ckvated  him  to  royal  dignity ;  he  for* 
got  all  the  daugem  that  enTironed  hire,  and 
had  DO  dread  except  of  the  appointed  daj 
iriiich  had  been  fixed  for  hi*  departure,  and 
vhlch  was  now  rapidly  approaching. 

Nor  was  he  so  utterly  without  congenial  so* 
aety,  even  among  his  fellow-servants,  as  might 
h$B9€  been  conjectured  from  the  superiority  of 
htt  halnts  and  education.  Reeding  was  his 
principal  solaee,  and  he  had  ventured  from 
time  to  time  to  borrow  books  out  of  Helen's 
limry,  which  he  perused  in  his  bed.room  at 
ai^it,  taking  care  to  replace  them  before  the 
&Buly  were  stirring  in  the  morning.  Once, 
wiMn  he  had  been  thus  occupied  until  kmg 
after  midnight,  he  discovered  that  he  had  in* 
adfertcDtly  left  the  second  volume  of  the  work 
npon  which  he  was  engaged  in  a  cupboard  be- 
low, and  cautiously  descended  the  stairs  to  pro- 
cure it.  On  approaching  the  kitchen  for  that 
purpose,  he  was  surprised  at  hearing  a  voice, 
wldch  at  such  an  unseasonable  hour  excited 
■one  su8f»eion  iiv  his  mind,  and  determined  him 
to  ncooDoitre  the  apartment,  and  ascertain  the 
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quality  of  its  inmate  before  he  entet'ed.     Die 
room  in  question  was  spacious  though  not  lofty, 
its  ceiling  being  crossed  by  a  tna«sy  beaci^  wbenw 
hung  hams,  tongues,  and  various  culinary  appa* 
ratus.     The  fire-place,  of  the  antique  constrdD^ 
tioD,    surmounted   by   a    punderoun    projecting 
chimney,  was  provided  with  a  yawning  oven  on 
one  side,  and  a  brick   seat  on  the  other,  where 
the  wayfaring  guest,  if  he  could  endure  both 
fire  and  soot,  might  enjoy  in  its  original  ioi- 
purity  the  luxury  of  a  ohimney  comer.     Op* 
posite,  and  apjiarently  coeval  with  it,  stood  a 
gigantic  clock,  whose  works  and  long  descend- 
ing pendulum  were  almost  solid  enougii  fur  a 
modem  steam-engine.     The  voice  he  had  heard 
was  now  silent ;  there  were  no  sounds  save  the 
solemn  and  loud  **  tick-tack  !  tick-tack  f^  of  the 
giant  clock,  accompanied  by  the  chiiping  of  a 
solitary  cricket  from  the  oven,  and  the  pumD|( 
of  a  large  black  eat  dosing  before  the  fire. 

These  objects  and  sounds,  however,  had  not 
engaged  Reuben's  attention,  whit^  wa«  etchv 
sively  absorbed  by  a  female  figiM-e  kneeling  upon 
the  brick  flour  at  a  small  distance  from  the  fbe. 
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Ttiit  w9»,Gviicey  the  Auabaptist  girl  who  at- 
t^^ded  upon  Lady  TTevanian''s  daughtcru,  and 
wj^lfiee  proaeljrtiiig  zeal  alie  bad  condemned.  Her 
h^jjf,  «as  drawB  back  and  eonfiQed  under  a  close, 
(df^  cap,  her  attire  exhibited  thequaker-like  wa^ 
^Sn^ty.  of  the  puritana ;  and  yet  homely  and  uiv- 
IwijCmningaa  was  her  garb,  there  was  tomething 
ii|ithe«orrow-stricken  expression  of  her  delicate 
ifm  features,  even  when  the  fitful  flaring  of  the 
fi^ff  imparted  to  them  an  almost  ghastly  hue, 
wi^h  it  was  difficult  not  to  admire,  with  which 
\%  was  imposaiUe  not  to  sympatbiEe.  Supported 
09  a  stool  before  her  was  a  large  open  Bible,  on 
vhich  her  eyes  were  at  first  earnestly  fixed,  but 
when  afterwards  they  were  thrown  devoutly  up- 
wards, their  black  orbs  seemed  to  glare  with  an 
e«f0er  wildness  that  was  hardly  in  accordance 
with  the  subdued  moumfuinessof  her  other  fea- 
tures, and  still  less  with  her  low,  plaintive,  and 
mellow  voice,  as  stie  sang  a  psalm,  calling  upon 
the  Lord  to  protect  his  Saints,  and  deliver  them 
from  the  hands  of  tlieir  enemies.  This  being 
oompleted  she  again  consulted  her  Bible  for  a 
short  space^  and  then  crossing  her  hands  upoa 
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it,  and  once  more  fixing  her  lamp-like  eyes  upon 
the  ceiling,  she  uttered  a  long  extempore  prayer, 
whose  fervent  and  spontaneou«  eluqueiicv  exciteit 
less  astonishment  in  her  auditor  than  its  purport, 
for  she  not  only  iniplored  protection  and  deli' 
verance  for  all  those  Saints  and  servants  of  tbr 
Lord  who  had  been  fighting  the  good  6ght 
under  the  martyred  Protestant  Prince  at  Sed^ 
moor,  and  were  now  fleeing  before  tlie  face  of 
their  enemies,  but  prayed  that  they  might  be 
avenged  of  the  heathen,  that  they  raigtit  bind 
tlieir  king  in  chains,  and  their  nobles  with  Hoks 
of  iron,  and  smite  the  idolatrous  James  upon  his 
throne,  even  as  Samuel  caused  Agag,  the  King  of 
the  Amalekites,  to  be  hewed  to  pieces  in  Gilgal 
before  the  face  of  the  Lord. 

As  this  pious  effusion  of  high  treason  involved 
the  life  of  its  utterer,  and  was  obviously  ool 
meant  to  be  overheard,  Ileuben,  content  with 
having  been  so  unexpectedly  prayed  for  in  tbc 
house  of  one  of  the  King's  most  furious  partiMMi 
attempted  to  withdraw  without  be'uig  overi)e«d 
by  the  fair  enthusiast,  in  whicli,  however,  he  dicb 
not  succeed.     Conscious  as  she  must  have  hem 
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ibftt  -  ber  aodadous  orisonB  involved  matter  of 
tUe  .and  death,  ibe  exhibited  not  the  smallest 
ago  of  apprdiension  as  she  calmly  walked  to- 
wards the  door  and  exclaimed, — *'  The  fate  of 
Judas  and  of  Haman  be  upon  all  traitors  and 
etaadtoppers.     Amen  f     Norton !  *"     she    con- 
tinned,  upon  recognising  Reuben,    "why  are 
jou  awake  mid  stirring  at  this  late  watch  of  the 
nigbt  when  all  but  the  unhappy  are  asleep ;  and 
wbj  do  you  intemipt^ny  devotions  in  this  sole 
i^octuary  where  I  can  sing  praises  to  the  Lord 
ipitbout  being  overheard,  and  mocked,  and  re- 
buked  by  the  scomers?*' — Reuben   explained 
the  object  of  his  untimely  visit  to  the  kitchen, 
thus  strangely  converted  into  an  oratory,  adding 
that  he  might  well  be  wakeful,  since  he  too  was 
one  of  the  unhappy  ;  and  that  so  far  from  being 
ao  intentional  evesdroppcr,  or  a  traitor,  he  fully 
participated  in  such  sentiments  as  he  had  heard, 
though  he   warned   her  of  the  imprudence  of 
uttering  them. 

•*  Say  you  so,  say  you  so  ?^  eagerly  e^iclaimed 
Grace,  while  her  wild-looking  eyes  flashed  up 
with  a  pious  fervour ;  *'  are  you  then  one  of  the 
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children  of  the  elect,  have  you  a  portion  Tn 
David,  have  you  inheritance  in  the  son  of  Jesse, 
hsve  you  been  baptts^d  with  wafer,  hkv^  ybu 
lifted  lip  your  hatids  for  enslaved  and  dUGct^ 
Zion,  against  the  royal  Idolator,  and  all  (he 
scarlet  abominations  of  Rome  r"  In  tbe  same 
strain,  and  with  an  earnest  rapidity  that  would 
not  allow  her  to  pause  for  an  auswcr,  slie  ran 
6lli  with  a  Ibn;^  string  of  somewhat  incohentt 
interrogations,  to  the  no  small  surprise  of  Reu- 

'l)cn,  who  having  hitherto  always  seen  her  si- 
ting like  a  ligure  of  patient  sorrow,  or  sJenl 
timidit}^,  eternally  plying  her  needle,  and'  ap- 
pearing to  camiiiuiie  with  nothing  but  her  own 

'sad  thoughts,  little  expected  such  a  Liitst  of 
fluent  and  fertile  enthusiasm.  Grace,  in  fact^^- 
tfaer  could  not,  or  would  ndt,  (Converse  upuQ  flijr 
other  subject,  though  upon  this,  when  slie  W 
once  fairly  started  it,  she  was  never  dc6dctltio 

'matter,  and  consequently  seldom  dispoised  to 

"'stop.  Contenting  himself  with  answering  in  a, 
genera]  way  that  he  Was,  like  herself,  a  friend  to] 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  Reuben,  unwij 


kpger  to  interrupt  her  devottons;  took  the  vo- 
^joiqe  for  which  he  had  visited  the  kitchen,  bede 
her  I  good-night,   and    was    retiring,  when  ^e 
jrtopped  htm  by  another  pious  rhapsody  against 
^fffXiy  carnal,  and  ungodly  books.  At  the  coa- 
q^sion   of  which    philippic    slie  placed  in  his 
J^uids  a  bundle  of  devout  tracU  and  Anabap- 
,  list  pamphlets,  earnestly  exhorting  him  to  pe- 
ruse them  in  preference  to  all  tlie  profane  learn- 
iDg  of  the  world;  and  Reuben,  thanking  her 
for,  her  friendly  intentions,  mode   bis  escape, 
though  not  without  some  difBcuhy,  to  his  own 
room. 

The  Puritan  girl,  or  Croay  Grace,  as  she 
was  sometimes  nicknamed  by  her  com])anions, 
•}  Goinpletely  out  of  her  element  in  the  household 
of  the  fashionable  Lady  Trevanian,  was  the 
butt  of  all  the  clumsy  gibes  and  vulgar  prac- 
I  twal  jokes  of  her  fellow-servants.  The  fuul 
fiend  Flibbertigibbet  never  inflicted  more  ma- 
licious pranks  upon  his  victims  than  she  was 
doomed  to  undergo  almost  every  day  of  her 
nd^tence,  from  her  mischievous,  unfeeling  com- 
EHlea;  and  no  oaint  ever  endured  them  with 


BEUBEN    APSLEY. 


a  more  placid  and  patient  resignation.  A» 
Lady  Trevaniani  who  had  engaged  her  partly 
from  charity,  partly  from  her  extranrdinarr 
skill  in  needlework,  considered  her  one  of  the 
fanatics,  whom  she  hated  by  wholesale,  abe 
had  no  friend  or  protectress  in  the  family  ex- 
cept Helen,  who  respected  her  enthusiasm, 
though  she  could  not  deny  that  her  proselydng 
efforts  sometimes  evinced  more  zeal  than  dis- 
cretion. Her  Ladyship^s  maid,  however,  struck 
by  her  e<|uamniity  under  a  series  of  petty  per- 
secutions, which  might  have  irritated  the  most 
patient  of  the  martyrs,  became  a  convert  to  her 
opinions ;  and  Reuben  was  now  destined  to  sus- 
tain the  fervour  of  her  eloquence  whenever 
she  encountered  him,  in  the  hope  that  he  might 
be  persuade<l  to  adopt  her  own  peculiar  teoete, 
»nce  she  had  discovered  that  he  was  well 
Affected  towards  the  friends  of  liberty  and  the 
dwellers  in  Zion. 

A  few  nights  after  their  interview  in  the 
kitchen,  he  again  found  himself  le/e-^-tete  with 
her  in  the  same  place,  when  she  expressed  her 
regret,  but  with  a  gentle  sorrow  rather  than  in 
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anger,  that  ibc  could  not  point  out  to  his  atten- 
tioa  a  particular  pasMge  in  the  Scriptures,  con- 
firmatory of  her  own  views,  because  some  of  her 
fellow-servants  had  hidden  her  Bible.  Reuben 
declared  he  had  one  up-stairs,  which  he  would 
willingly  lend  her,  and  he  accordingly  brought 
down  that  which  had  been  delivered  to  him  on 
the  field  of  battle  at  Sedgemoor.  No  sooner 
had  he  placed  it  in  her  hands  than  she  uttered 
a  faint  shuddering  cry,  the  colour  rushed  to  her 
cheeks,  and  as  instantly  forsook  tliem ;  she 
kiaaed  the  book  repeatcilly  in  a  kind  of  trans* 
port,  and  exclaimed  in  an  agitated  voice,  "  It 
is !  it  is  i  it  is  my  brother's  Bible  !  the  Bible  of 
my  beloved  brotlicr  Joel !  We  heanl  that  he 
was  among  the  slaughtered  saints,  and  now 
indeed  do  I  know  that  he  is  dead;  for  he  would 
never  part  with  that  holy  book,  my  father's 
gift,  while  he  had  any  hope  of  life.'"  She 
paused  for  a  moment,  and  then,  as  if  a  sudden 
cooviction  had  flashed  upon  her  mind,  she  fixed 
her  piercing  black  eyes  upon  Reuben,  held  up 
her  fore-finger,  and  continued,  in  a  hurried 
whiqier— '*  You  were  there ;  you  have  endured 
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harness  as  a  good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ !  you 
were  one  of  the  army  of  the  saints ;  one  of  the 
champions  of  the  Lord!  You  have  fought 
against  the  Amalekitcs  and  the  Phihstincs;  you 
have  worn  the  liclmet  of  salvation ;  you  have 
borne  the  banner  of  the  Protestant  Prince;  you 
smote  with  the  sword  at  SedgemoorP' 

Abashed  by  her  keen,  searching  eye»  as  well 
as  at  his  being  thus  unexpectedly  detected, 
Reuben  stood  for  a  few  seconds  irresolute  what 
answer  to  nmke ;  but  recollecting  that  he  waa 
more  likely  to  secure  an  unflinching  friend, 
than  incur  any  risk  of  treachery  by  a  simple 
confession  of  the  truth^  now  indeed  more  tlian 
half  discovered,  he  admitted  her  suspicions  to 
be  well  founded,  and  related  the  circumstances 
under  w^hich  the  Bible  had  been  entrusted  to  his 
custody,  but  without  revealing  his  real  name 
and  station.  During  his  statement  of  the  va- 
lorous and  even  desperate  energy  with  which 
her  brother  had  fought,  and  of  which  he  had 
for  some  time  been  an  eye-witness,  Grace  seem- 
ed to  be  inspired  with  the  tale  to  which  she  lis- 
tened: she  clenched  her  hands;  her  lips  wer» 
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finnljT  coinprcMed ;  her  eyes  kindled  fiercely ; 
the  o(4our  ntounted  eren  to  her  forehead ;  her 
Teins  became  distended;  her  usually  meek 
oounteoanoe  imderwent  a  total  transformation ; 
and  in  the  ebulHence  of  her  sympathy  she  could 
not  refrain  fron  interrupting  his  narrative  by 
occasional  exfllamatioas  of  "  The  righteous  are 
brave  as  a  lion  1  The  righteous  are  brave  as 
AlioDJ  Oh,  noble  Joel  r  But  when 'Reuben, 
in 'Obedience  to  her  strict  iiy  unctions  to  be  mi- 
nute, described  her  brother  lying  upon  the 
ground,  pierced  with  wounds,  singing  psalms, 
encouraging  his  comrades,  and  with  his  hist 
breath  desiring  that  his  Bible  might  be  deliver- 
ed to  his  father,  with  a  declaration  that  he  had 
done  his  duty,  Grace,  meldng  into  tenderness 
and  sorrow,  sank  into  a  chair,  her  relaxed  hands 
were  crossed  over  one  another,  the  tears  poured 
upon  them  in  an  uninterrupted  stream,  she 
aobbed  bitterly,  and  seemed  to  be  almost 
choked  with  the  violence  of  her  emotions. 
Thus  she  remained  for  some  time,  totally  deaf 
and  insenuble  to  the  consolations  that  Reuben 
auggested,  until,  starting  from  her  seat,  and 
F  2 
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throwing  herself  suddenly  upon  her  knees, 
white  her  countenance  was  animated  with  a  re- 
covered firmness,  she  poured  forth  a  passio- 
nate prayer,  imploring  the  Lord  to  avenge  his 
slaughtered  saints,  to  build  up  a  new  Zion  with 
their  blood,  and  confound  the  impious  politics 
of  the  crowned  Absalom,  who  had  falsely  set 
himself  up  for  a  king  in  Israel.  In  this  strain 
she  prayed  uninterruptedly,  and  at  considerable 
length  ;  and  then  rising  from  her  kneeling  pos- 
ture, walked  out  of  the  room^  without  taking 
any  f  art  tier  notice  of  Reuben. 


BBUBEN  AFSLBT.  101 


CHAPTER  III. 


"  Thoagh  perili  did 
Abound  u  thick  at  Uumgfat  could  make  'em,  and 
Appear  in  forma  more  horrid;  yet  my  doty, 
A«  doth  a  rock  againit  the  chiding  flood. 
Should  the  approadi  of  this  wild  river  break. 
And  staad  unahaken  yourt." 

SBAnrtAai. 

Gkacb  now  seited  'every  opportunity  of 
engaging  Reuben's  attentions;  Ae  might  be 
almost  literally  said  to  haunt  him^  for  she 
looked  more  like  a  pale  and  anxious  spirit,  than 
a  being  of  this  world;  and  her  ghostly  cod- 
▼ersation  accorded  well  with  her  unearthly  ap- 
pearance. Sometimes^  indeed,  she  would  dis- 
oourse  of  her  mar^rred  brother,  as  she  termed 
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him,  but  she  still  finally  reverted  to  tlie  sub- 
ject of  her  own  peculiar  notions  in  religion, 
exerting  her  proselyting  powers,  in  season  and 
out  of  season,  with  a  pertinacious  importunity 
that  allowed  little  respite  to  its  object.  She 
rtas,  however,  so  obviously  stimulated  by  a 
deep-rooted  regard  for  his  eternal  welfare ; 
there  was  sometliing  so  modest,  and  yet  ao 
aflectionate,  in  her  eloquent  enthusiasm,  that 
Reuben  could  not  wound  her  feelings  by  with- 
drawing himself  from  her  pious  exhortations, 
though  he  could  have  wished  that  she  had  been 
a  little  more  guarded  in  obtruding  herself  upon 
his  society,  since  their  frequent  interviews,  and 
long  colloquies,  had  already  supplied  an  ad- 
ditional subject  of  banter  and  insinuation  to 
their  fellow-servants,  both  male  and  female.  In 
the  singleness  of  her  heart,  and  the  perfect 
purity  of  her  soul,  Grace  was  a  stranger  even 
to  the  thoughts  that  might  naturally  occur  CO 
less  innocent  minds.  There  was  no  room  in  het 
bosom  for  any  idea  that  was  not  chaste  and 
holy ;  much  of  the  coarse  ridicule,  therefore, 
with   which  she   was  assailed  upon  Reuben^s 
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account^  she  really  did  not  understand;  and 
vhat  she  could  comprehend,  she  treated  with 
the  disd^n  inspired  by  a  consciousness  of  her 
own  spotless  integrity. 

Reuben,  in  the  mean  while,  becoming  erery 
hour  more  deeply  fascinated  by  the  charms  and 
exalted  virtues  of  Helen,  marked  with  an  in- 
creasing regret  the  approach  of  that  day  which 
had  been  prescribed  for  his  departure  from 
Harpsden  Hall;  at  which  period,  however 
piunful  he  might  find  it  to  tear  himself  away, 
and  relinquish  a  happiness  such  as  he  had 
never  before  experienced,  he  resolved  not  to 
hesitate  for  a  moment  in  the  redemption  of  his 
pledge.  Even  should  he  be  included  in  the 
amnesty,  and  enabled,  by  resuming  his  station, 
to  present  himself  on  a  footing  of  greater 
equality  with  his  mistress,  he  saw  that  there 
would  be  many  impediments  to  the  success  of 
his  suit ;  for  he  considered  Helen  to  be  above 
him  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and  he  dreaded 
the  political  prejudices  of  her  father.  There 
would  be  an  end,  too,  of  those  privileges  which 
now  filled  his  soul  with  an  intoxication  of  de- 
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light  i  he  would  be  no  longer  in  her  daily 
presence,  no  longer  able  to  listen  to  her  dulcet 

%voic4?,  to  doat  upon  her  beautiful  and  benig- 
nant features,  to  witness  her  matchless  virtues 

and  endowments.     From  his  knowledge  of  the 

.King's  severity,  he  deemed  it  more  likely,  how. 
ever,  that  he  bhould  be  excepted  from  the 
benefit  of  the  amnesty,  in  which  case  his  flight 
would  be  embittered  by  the  recollection,  that  in 
spite  of  the  most  vigilant  precautions,  he  might 

.eventually  implicate  the  generous,  the  adored 
Helen,  and  perhaps  compromise  the  safety  of 
her  family. 

In  tlic  midst  of  these  gloomy  reflections,  his 
anxiety  was  not  a  little  increased,  while  that  of 
die  two  sisters  became  proportionably  aggra- 
vated, by  a  most  unexpected  letter  from  Lord 
Trevanian,  desiring  certain  apartments  whidi 
he  specified,  to  be  prepared  for  his  immediate 
reception,  as  he  was  about  to  visit  Harpsden 
Hall,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the 
conduct  of  his  tenants  during  the  late  rebellion, 
and  of  assisting  in  the  apprehension  and  pu- 
nishment of  those,  if  any  such  there  were,  who 
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had  fivgotten  thctr  lojalt j  to  hit  most  sacred 
and  aixnatcd  Majeaty,  King  James.  This 
ataitlmg  intelligeiioe  awoke  Reuben  from  the 
ddkaous  dream  of  remaining  under  the  same 
roof  with  Hden  untQ  the  stipulated  day,  for  he 
knew,  from  the  professed  object  of  Lord  Trevft- 
idan's  journey,  that  he  would  make  it  his  business 
and  delight  to  ferret  out  offenders ;  he  feared 
diat  his  own  inexpertness  in  his  assumed 
character  mi^t  awaken  his  suspicions;  and 
he  dreaded  the  effect  of  his  wrath  upon  his 
daughters,  should  hb  natural  sternness  and 
tyranny  be  inflamed  by  a  knowledge  of  the 
succour  they  had  afforded  to  a  proscribed  rebel 
His  Lordship,  inexorable  himself  in  his  politi- 
cal animosities,  was  not  likely  to  make  any 
allowances  for  the  compassion  of  his  children, 
especially  after  they  had  profaned  the  hitherto 
spotless  loyalty  of  Harpsden  Hall,  by  enroUhig 
a  traitor  in  its  household.  Reuben  saw  that 
Adeline  was  bewildered  and  aghast,  while 
Helenas  placidly  sedate  brow  assumed  a  grave 
and  anxious  expression  from  the  moment  that 
they  learnt  their  father's  purpose,  and  in  the 
F  5 
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hbpe  of  relieving  them  from  apprehensions 
which  he  could  not  bear  to  contemplate,  he 
resolved  to  decamp  without  communicating  his 
intentions  to  either  of  them.  Certun  prelimi- 
nary arrangements,  intended  to  conceal  as  much 
as  possible  the  real  motives  of  his  absconding, 
had  already  been  completed,  and  the  following 
night  had  been  fixed  on  for  his  departure, 
when,  to  the  surprize  of  the  whole  household, 
his  Lordship  made  his  appearance  at  the  gate, 
having  anticipated  the  period  he  had  announced 
for  his  arrival,  in  order  to  precede  the  com- 
mission which  had  been  ordered  into  the  West, 
for  the  trial  of  the  Monmouth  partisans. 

Every  look  and  gesture  of  Lord  Trevaniao 
seemed  to  be  a  perpetual  struggle  to  raise  him- 
self above  his  natural  littleness,  both  physical 
and  moral ;  and  every  attempt  was  a  total  fai- 
lure. His  insignificant  figure  was  rendered 
more  conspicuously  mean  by  its  being  above 
half  absorbed  in  a  voluminous  wig;  the  dispro- 
portionate length  of  his  gold-hilted  sword  drew 
attention  to  the  shortness  of  its  wearer;  the 
''breadth   and  fulness  of  hia  rich  embroideries 
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made  his  penoD  appear  still  more  diminutiTe ; 
his  solemn  and  sonorous  voice,  by  exciting  ex- 
pectation, gave  to  the  pompous  emptiness  of  his 
discourse  a  more  emphatic  inanity;  and  when 
in  his  slow  and  stately  strut  he  raised  himself 
as  high  as  he  could  upon  his  toe,  before  he  again 
threw  out  bis  foot,  it  seemed  as  if  every  pace 
were  doomed  to  illustrate  the  truth  of  the  dic- 
tum—- that  there  is  but  one  step  from  the  sub- 
lime to  the  ridiculous.  Cold,  haughty,  and  re- 
pulsive in  his  demeanour,  he  received  the  wel- 
come of  Lady  Trevanian,  which  was  perhaps 
more  courteous  than  sincere,  with  a  formal  re- 
cognition, that  could  only  amount,  at  best,  to  a 
negative  politeness;  while  his  daughters  were 
honoured  with  a  chilling  notice,  and  a  conde- 
scending expression  of  his  being  glad  to  see 
them,  wherein  the  purport  of  the  words  was 
pointedly  contradicted  by  the  manner  of  their 
utterance.  Between  himself  and  her  ladyship 
there  were  sufficient  reasons  why  no  great  cor- 
diality should  subsist,  but  that  he  should  be 
careless  of  the  affections,  and  insensible  to  the 
merits  of  such  a  daughter  as  Heltsi,  showed 
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him  to  be  at  least  as  blindly  heartless  and  sel- 
fish, as  he  was  pompous,  shallow,  and  ob- 
stinate. 

As  the  family  had  dined  when  he  thus  unex- 
pectedly arrived,  some  little  time  elapsed  before 
a  fresh  repast  could  be  provided  for  his  Lord- 
ship,  whose  dignity  as  well  as  appetite  wen 
both  wounded  by  the  delay,  and  whose  temper 
was  proportionably  soured  when  he  was  sum- 
moned to  the  dining-room.  Reuben  was  in  at- 
tendance, and,  as  it  may  be  well  supposed,  in  a 
state  of  the  most  anxious  embarrassment  as  to 
the  proper  discharge  of  his  duty  before  one, 
wl)om  he  had  understood  from  his  fellow-eer- 
vants  to  be  a  fastidious,  severe,  and  implacable 
master.  His  Lordship  seldom  spoke  to  his  do- 
mestics^ except  to  issue  orders,  which  he  always 
Uttered  in  a  loud,  imperious  tone,  as  if  his  high 
voice  could  compensate  fur  his  low  stature  in 
asserting  his  dignity  and  authority.  Upon  the 
present  occasion  his  haughty  moroseness  was 
confined  to  the  cook,  who  had  displeased  liim  in 
one  of  the  dishes,  notwithstanding  wliich  be 
made  a  most   hearty    meal^  and  appeared   to 
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^  in  ■oflie  decree,  appeased  his  ill-humour 
t  his  hunger.  Eager  to  make  hia  escape, 
bea  vas  placing  the  wines  and  dessert  upon 
itable,  when  his  Lordship,  measuring  him 
I  a  muol  supercilious  scrutiny,  inquired  hia 
r^  and  bow  long  he  had  been  at  Harpsden 
L  Ueuben  gave  his  assumed  name,  and 
I  a  low  bow  declared  that  he  had  only  had 
kooour  of  wearing  his  Lordship's  livery  for 
iv  weeks.  Either  the  phrase  itself,  or  the 
^et  in  which  it  had  been  spoken,  found 
|ir  with  the  Peer,  for  he  proceeded  to  in- 
Ljn  a  aomewhat  less  arrogant  tone,  in 
^■errice  he  had  last  lived.  Willing  to 
ft  a  direct  falsehood  when  his  purpose  could 
jkuwcred  by  a  little  prevarication,  Ueuben 
ed  that  he  had  been  the  bearer  of  a  letter 
I  Mn.  Slacey  Chilvers  of  Dorsetsinre,  who 

been  kind  enough  to  recommend   him. — 
is  an  honourable  lady  and  of  good  blood, 
hu»l)and  is  a  loyal  and  staunch  Tory," 

the  Peer,  apparently  pleased  that  he  had 
from  ao  well  affected  a  family ;  but  im- 
j    recollecting    that    this    observation 


no 
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might  be  considered  as  addressed  to  his  ser- 
vant, a  piece  of  condescension  which  he  deemed 
derogatory  to  his  rank,  he  gathered  up  all  thv 
dignity  that  he  could  muster  into  his  mean  fea. 
tures,  lifted  up  his  head,  gave  the  wig  in  whldi 
he  was  smothered  a  solemn  shake,  waved  tiii 
hand  most  magisterially,  and  said  in  an  autlmri- 
tative  voice — "  You  may  be  gone.  Sir ; — quit 
the  room  !*"  a  mandate  which  was  instantly 
and  cheerfully  obeyed. 

Notwithstanding  this  unceremonious  dismi^ 
sal,  Reuben's  fellow-servant,  who  hapjjened  to 
be  at  the  sideboard  at  the  time,  assured  hie 
that  he  would  become  a  favourite,  for  he  had 
never  before  known  his  master  conduct  himself 
so  graciously  towards  a  domestic,  and  especiallj 
a  new  one;  a  circumstance  wjiich  he  attributed 
to  the  mention  of  Mrs.  Stacey  Chllvers,  who  was, 
like  his  Lordship,  a  furious  tautivi  Tory. — 
Reuben  himself  was  disposed  to  acquiesce  in 
the  opinion  of  his  comrade ;  and  to  balance, 
therefore,  the  propriety  of  his  flying  from 
Ilarpsden  Hall,  as  he  had  so  recently  intended, 
a  measure  which  would  now  infallibly  rouse  his 


BSITBEV   APtLST.  Ill 

Lotdahip't  tusfHcicHUy  and  lead  to  inquiries 
that  might  ooeuioa  his  quick  pursuit  and  ap- 
ppehenuon.  .  Besides,  the  worst  ordeal  was  now 
pMt;  he  had  stood  the  fire  of  his  Lordship's 
■crutininiig  cje ;  he  thought  it  not  unlikelj 
that  he  might  ingratiate  himself  into  his  favour; 
and  certainly  no  place  could  more  effectually 
secure  him  from  discorery,  and  even  suspicion, 
than  one  which  put  him  in  personal  attendance 
upon  a  nobleman,  who  had  obtained  such  a 
diaracter  for  penetration,  as  well  as  for  the  ri- 
gorous seventy  of  his  high  Tory  principles, 
that  it  was  presumable  no  one  would  have  the 
temerity  to  attempt  imposing  upon  him.  In- 
fluenced by  these  considerations,  and  swayed 
perhaps  still  more  by  the  yearning  desire  of 
his  heart  not  to  withdraw  himself  from  Hden, 
he  determined  to  resume  his  original  intention, 
and  to  retain  his  menial  disguise,  at  least  until 
die  day  assigned  by  rumour  for  the  publication 
of  the  amnesty,  when  he  would  be  governed  by 
die  circumstance  of  his  exclusion,  or  of  his  be- 
ing pardoned,  as  to  his  future  conduct,  and  tlie 
mode  of  withdrawing  himself. 
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All  hopes,  howeTCTi  of  this  long  and  anxi- 
ously-expected amnesty  were  now  about  to  be 
utterly   dispelled,   and   to  be   succeeded  by  a 
general  consternation  and    horror   tlirougboul 
those  counties  which  had  formed  the  scene  of 
the    rebellion ;  for  the   furious,    the  relentless, 
the  bloocl-diirsty   Lord  Chief  Justice  Jeffreys, 
furnished  with  a  Commission  of  War  to  com- 
mand all  the  forces  in  the  West,  and  attended 
by  a  troop  of  dragoons,  as  his   body-guard, 
arrived  at  Dorchester,  for  the  trial  of  the  un- 
fortunate rebels,  of  whom  many  hundreds  were 
disperseil  in  the  various  prisons.     The  court  d. 
law  was  oniered  to  be  hung  with  red,  as  if  b 
hoisting  this  bloody  flag  it  was  his  intention 
proclaim  that  no  quarter   should  be   given   to 
the  miserable  culprits;  while  by  his  injunctian 
to  the  Grand  Jury,  to  inquire  not  only  aft|^H 
all  principals,  but  after  all  aiders  and  abetlo!^^ 
of  those  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  rebel- 
lion, it  was  obvious  that  he  intended  to  impli*. 
cate  as  many  as  possible  in   the  fury  of  I^H 


^ 


sweeping   vengeance. 


The  atrocities    of  this 
legal  ruffian,  to  whose  brutal  rage  three  huo- 
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dred-and-fifty  wretched  fellow^reatures,  out  of 
the  thousand  whom  he  had  condemned  to  death, 
were  sacrificed  with  a  refinement  of  cruelty  that 
•eeiped  intended  to  riral  the  savage  barbarities 
of  his  friend  Colonel  Elirke,  are  matters  of  hifr. 
tory  with  which  it  is  neither  our  wish  nor  our 
purpose  to  interfere.  Two  executions,  how- 
ever, occurred  to  which  we  shall  briefly  advert, 
on  account  of  the  dismay  which  \he  identity  of 
their  own  offence  excited  in  the  bosoms  of  He^ 
Jen  and  Adeline,  and  of  the  consternation  which 
their  fearful  liability  imparted  to  Reuben.  A 
Mrs.  Gaunt  had  given  refuge  and  a  supply 
of  money  to  one  of  her  neighbours,  who  had 
fled  from  the  battle  of  Sedgenioor,  but  who, 
being  afraid  that  his  escape  beyond  sea  might 
be  prevented,  had  the  baseness  to  inform  against 
his  benefactress.  She  was  tried  for  this  offence, 
condemned,  and  burnt  alive  !  Lady  Lisle,  a 
venerable  widow  above  seventy  years  of  age, 
had  in  the  same  manner  extended  protection  to 
m  dissendng  clergyman,  although  she  was  her- 
self of  loyal  principles,  and  had  a  son  actually 
^hting  in  the  Bang's  army  against  the  Duke 
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of  Monmouth.  The  jury  relumed  into  court 
with  doubts,  because  there  was  no  proof  d 
her  knowing  that  the  refugee  had  been  in  th« 
rebel  army;  but  Jeffreys  told  them  that  her 
receiving  him  after  she  suspected  it,  was  equi- 
valent ;  and  when  they  found  her  guilty,  be 
said,  "  If  she  liad  been  my  mother  I  would 
have  returned  the  same  verdict  against  her," 
Great  interest  was  made  in  her  l>ehalf,  but  the 
inliuman  judge  had  exacted  a  promise  from 
James  not  to  pardon  her,  and  the  only  favour 
she  obtaine<l  was  to  be  beheaded,  not  burnt. 

H^Ien  and  Adeline  had  placed  themselves  in 
an  exactly  similar  predicament  with  these  un- 
fortunate sufferers ;  and  though  their  feelings 
would  under  any  circumstances  have  been 
shocked  and  revolted  at  such  barbarous  cxe» 
cutions,  they  were  of  course  still  more  deeplj 
and  dreadfully  harrowed  by  the  knowledge 
ihat  they  were  now  amenable  to  the  same 
cruel  and  ignominious  fate;  a  fate,  moreover, 
*n  which  their  mother,  who  was  conisidered  t 
favourer  of  the  Wliig  principles,  might  oa 
that  account  alone  be  ultimately  implicated; 
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and  which  would  be  sure  to  draw  down  upon 
their  heads  the  malediction  of  their  infuriated 
lather.  Every  thing,  in  short,  combined  to 
orerwhelm  them  with  horror  and  deep  agony 
of  soul.  Jeffreys  had  declared  from  the  bench, 
that  it  would  not  be  his  fault  if  he  did  not 
depopulate  the  place  where  he  was  then  hold- 
ing his  bloody  assize !  and  the  loathsome  and 
atrocious  executions  which  quickly  followed 
his  declaration,  proved  that  his  words  were 
no  empty  menace.  Upon  almost  every  tower 
and  church  were  nailed  up  the  grisly  heads  of 
Withers  and  brothers;  houses  and  trees  were 
covered  with  mangled  limbs;  the  maypoles 
were  converted  into  gibbets;  and  the  village 
greens  were  polluted  with  ghastly  carcases 
which  tainted  the  wholesome  air,  and  spread 
a  nckening  anguish  and  desolation  of  soul 
through  the  surrounding  districts.  Terror  and 
distrust  sate  upon  every  brow,  the  bonds  of 
avil  society  were  dissolved,  the  duties  of  na- 
ture were  suspended;  everybody  dreaded  his 
neighbour ;  each  attempted  to  conceal  his  grief 
leat  his  loyalty  should  be  suspected ;  and  tha 
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living,  perhaps,  presented  a  still  more  humi- 
liating spectacle  than  the  dead  bodies  which 
thus  unmanned  them ;  for  the  deceased  had 
in  most  instances  Isud  down  their  lives  with 
an  unflinching  courage,  and  without  a  single 
compromise  of  principle. 

jVmitl  forsaken  walls,  and  through  such  ap- 
palling scenes,  were  Helen  and  Adeline  dootoed 
to  move,   when  they  once  accompanied   then 
father  in  the  carriage  beyond  the  precincts  of 
Ilarpsden  Hall,  shudd[.^rlng  not  less  at  the  aght 
of  such  savage  butchery,  than  at  the  reflection 
that  they  themselves  might  be  shortly  doomed 
to  increase  the  number  of  the  victims.     Once 
only  were  their  feelings  thus  lacerated,  for  they 
subsequently  constituted   tliemselves  prisonen 
at  home,  for  which  indeed  an  unanswerable  plea 
was  now  afforded  by  the  indisposition  of  Ade- 
line, who  in  her  terror  of  what  slie  liad  seen, 
and   of   the  awful  jeopardy  in  which  she  had 
placed  herself  and  her  sister,  l^ecame  subject 
to  hysterical  affections,  and  conducting  herself 
still  more  wildly  and  unguardedly  than  erer, 
talked  at  times  of  relieving  herself  from  the 


■  EDBEN   APSLEr. 

rable  burthen  that  preyed  upon  her  mind, 
e^ery  thing  to  her  father.  Against 
oi  desperation,  engendered  by 
MS  and   terror,  as   well   as  against   the 

and  thoughtlessness  of  her  less  disturbed 
^  her  sister  was  obliged   to  keep  a  per- 

vatcb.  At  A  moment  when  she  had  occa- 
or  all  the  undivided  energies,  fortitude, 
trethought  of  her  own  soul.  These^  how. 
isd  not  fail  her  in  the  hour  of  trial ;  her  self- 
mon  and  courage  seemed  to  increase  with 
lagnitude  of  the  danger ;  her  heart  became 
d  by  her  indignation  against  the  merciless 
defl  she  witnessed:  while  her  inherent  hatred 
irmioD,  and  the  thought  of  the  cruel  fate 
wbich  she  had  rescued  lleuben^  reconciled 
o  the  part  she  bad  acted.  She  felt  that 
id  done  her  duty  as  a  woman  and  a  Chris- 
1  fortified  in  this  impression  she  awaited 
ttolt  of  bcr  conduct  with  the  noble  calm- 
if  «D  undismayed  spirit,  though  not  with- 
y  for  those  who  were  implicated  with 
md  who  evinced  much  less  firmness  than 

V. 
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Reuben's  countenance  indeed  bore  visible  tes- 
timony to  the  convulsion  with  which  his  soul  wat 
shaken,  for,  indifferent  aa  he  was  to  life  upon 
his  own  account,  he  was  panic-stricken  and 
appalled  when  tiie  execution  of  Lady  Lisle  and 
Mrs.  Gaunt  placed  before  his  eyes  the  full  ex- 
tent of  the  responsibility  that  he  had  entailed 
upon  the  two  sisters.  Their  lives  and  his  own 
were  now  suspended  by  one  and  tlie  some  tliread^ 
a  single  false  step  might  plunge  them  all  into 
inevitable  ruin  :  while  the  fear  of  committing 
this  irreparable  error  kept  him  in  a  state  of 
agoni^iing  suspense  which  betrayed  itself  upoo 
his  haggard  features.  IIelen>  who  was  indeed 
the  principal  source  of  this  intense  anxiety,  wv 
the  first  to  observe  it,  and  to  attempt  its  alk- 
viation.  Seizing  an  opportunity  of  speaking  t 
few  words  to  him  apart,  she  bade  him  be  of 
good  cheer,  and  not  wear  such  an  agitated  oad 
tell-tale  look.  "  You  placed  your  life  in  our 
hands,^  she  exclaimed ;  "  ours  are  now  in  youn. 
When  you  state  that  your  uiibappiness  is  upofi 
our  account,  remember  that  nobody  can  betray 
us  but  yourself;    if,  therefore,  you  have  tfat 
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Mine  ooofidence  in  your  own  honour  that  w« 
have,  you  have  nothing  to  fear  for  our  sakes, 
and  may  direct  all  your  thoughts  to  the  consi- 
dermdon  of  your  own  safety.  Believe  in  us,  a* 
ve  do  in  you,  and  you  may  possess  your  soul  in 
a  patient  assurance.  Perhaps  you  have  never 
had  occasion  to  put  your  trust  in  an  honest- 
hearted  woman.  Do  it  boldly,  unreservedly, 
not  only  in  this  instance,  but  in  all ;  for  such  a 
one  is  incapable  of  divulging  a  secret,  she  is 
mcapable  of  treachery,  she  is  incapable,  indeed, 
of  any  thing  that  is  base ;  and  where  she  feels 
that  she  has  discharged  her  duty,  both  towards 
God  and  man,  she  is  incapable  of  fear.^  Her  fine 
countenance  was  elevated  as  she  spoke  by  an 
expression  of  lofty  courage,  of  noble  pride — 
no,  these  are  poor  and  inadequate  terms; — by 
a  character  of  grandeur,  herobm,  sublimity, 
that  seemed  to  lift  her  above  mortality,  and  all 
that  it  is  heir  to ;  or  rather  to  impart  to  her  the 
calm  courageous  majeety  of  a  divine  nature,  at 
the  same  time  that  she  retained  all  the  modest 
and  unassuming  attractions  of  humanity.  Reu- 
ben was  electrified,  too  much  awed  at  the  in* 
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ttant  even  to  utter  his  acknowledgments  and 
admiration,  and  Helen  retired  before  his  ar- 
rested feelings  could  vent  themfielves  in  speech; 
but  his  boAom  remained  fortified  and  inspired 
by  the  intrepidity  of  this  liigh-souled  woman, 
and  he  was  thenceforward  enabled  to  survey 
both  his  own  situation  and  herb,  and  to  weigh 
what  might  be  advisable  for  tlieir  mutual  safe- 
ty,  witli  nioi*e  calmness  and  self-possession. 

There  was  yet  another  within  llie  walls  of 
Harpsden  Hall  whose  anxiety  on  account  of  iu 
disguised  inmate  was  not  less  intense  and  acute 
than  either  of  the  sisters,  or  even,  |>erhaps,  thil 
of  Reuben  himself,  although  it  liad  origioatfd 
ID  a  different  source,  and  was  manifested  iu  & 
totally  dissimilar  fashion.  This  was  Grace,  iIk 
Anabaptist  girl.  From  the  moment  of  the  (lis- 
covery  &he  had  made  in  the  kitchen,  her  whole 
soul  had  been  wrapt  up  in  the  safety  of  her 
companion,  not  so  much  however  his  temporal, 
as  his  eternal  preservation.  That  he  should  lay 
down  his  life  in  the  good  cause,  that  he  should 
become  one  of  the  slaughtered  Saints^  that  he 
should  be  made  a  martyr  for  Israeli  that  hi 
should    imitate    the  example   of    her   beloved 
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bffollier  Jod,  applied  to  her  by  do  means  a 
dreadful  fiUe,  for  it  was  one  which  she  herself 
would  have  embraeed  with  indiilcrenoe,  if  not 
with  alacrity  :^)ut  that  he  should  die  uncon- 
verted to  those  peculiar  notions,  which  slie  be- 
liered  necessary,  if  not  to  salvation,  at  least  to 
the  procurement  of  the  highest  and  holiest 
place  in  that  hearenly  hou^  where  St.  John 
hath  declared  that  there  are  many  mansions, 
this  did  appear  to  her  to  be  a  sacrifice  of  his 
eternal  inheritance,  whicli  she  was  bound  to 
avert  by  every  means  in  her  power,  and  wliich 
she  laboured  to  effect  with  the  most  zealous  per- 
tinacity, becauiie  the  death  which  would  finally 
seal  his  doom  appeared  to  be  near  and  immi- 
nent. Such  had  been  the  sole  motive  with 
which  she  had  haunted  him  in  the  first  instance, 
like  a  shadow,  and  plied  her  proselyting  skill 
with  such  an  earnest  importunity. 

But  as  her  interviews  multiplied,  other  feel- 
ings, unccHisciously  to  herself,  began  to  mingle 
with  this  absorbing  sentiment,  though  not  so  as 
to  offer  the  smallest  alloy  to  its  purity.  From 
Beubra^s  confession  she  imagined  him  to  have 
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been  a  common  soldier  in  Monmouth's  army, 
to  have  moved  in  the  same  rank  of  life  as  her- 
self, and  uith  this  impression  she  u-as  the  moiv 
forcibly  struck  by  his  gentilitj  of  manner^  Mj 
Bupeiior  attainments,  his  polished  demeanour 
and  discourse,  and  the  respect  with  which  he 
ever  listened  to  her  exhortations,  mid  invariably 
defended  her  agninst  the  jporing  IxionshneK 
of  the  other  servants.  All  these,  while  they 
appeared  to  be  only  animating  her  religious 
enthusiasm  in  his  l)ehalf,  were  gradually,  aad 
unknown  to  herself,  awakening  a  more  tenikr 
feeling  in  her  bosom  :  compassion  is  ever  closely 
allied  to  love,  and  when,  as  in  the  present 
instance,  its  object  was  at  once  8o  young,  so 
comely,  so  unfortunate,  and  so  highly  giftadi 
it  could  surprise  no  one  except  Grace  hersdf, 
who  remained  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  fact, 
that  the  feelings  of  this  world  should  eventually 
Iwcome  blended  and  interwoven  with  that  in- 
terest in  Reuben'*s  fate  which  she  still  imagi&ed 
to  be  of  the  same  spiritual  nature  in  which  it 
had  exclusively  originated-  The  progress  of  ibij 
diange  was  marked  by  her  increased  amietv 
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for  his  tanporal  preservation  and  weUare- 
When  the  cruelty  <^  the  exocutiooa  in  the 
neighbouriiood  brought  home  to  her  bosom  the 
late  that  awaited  him  if  he  were  discovered, 
die  no  longer  thought  that  it  was  so  Utile  ter- 
rible to  become  one  of  the  slaughtered  sadnts, 
to  join  the  army  of  foregone  nuutyra.  On  the 
ocmtrary,  she  now  turned  her  thoughts  from 
such  a  catastrophe  with  aversion  and  horror ; 
her  conversations  imperceptibly  glided  from 
those  topics  which  involved  eternity,  to  discus- 
aons  about  the  means  of  procuring  his  escape, 
should  he  be  compelled  to  fly  from  his  present 
place  of  refuge,  in  which  alternative  she  most 
earnestly  pressed  him  to  take  sanctuary  with 
ber  father,  who  inhabited  a  lone  farm,  abso- 
lutely hidden  and  sequestered  in  a  chalky  glen 
of  the  neighbouring  downs ;  who  would  glory 
in  sheltering  a  fellow-soldier  of  his  brave  and 
pious  Joel ;  and  to  whom,  as  she  reminded 
Beuben,  he  was  bound  to  deliver  the  Bible 
which  had  been  entrusted  to  him  on  the  field 
of  battle  for  that  purpose. 
•  Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  at  Harpaden 
G  2 
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Hall»  when  Lord  Trevaiuan  thought  fit  to  an- 
nounce his  intention  of  giving  a  grand  dinner  to 
the  neighbouring  gentry,  in  honour  of  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Jeffreys,  who  was  discharging  his 
high  functionfi  with  such  an  exemplary  lovalty 
and  zeal,  and  who  was  to  be  invited  to  tht' 
entertainment.  For  the  appropriate  honouring 
of  nuvh  a  man,  no  moment,  indeed,  could  have 
been  more  happily  chosen  tlmn  the  present, 
when  he  had  converted  the  country  through 
which  he  was  to  proceed  to  the  festive  board, 
into  a  human  shambles  and  an  Aceldama,  and 
would  he  surrounded  in  his  progrc:>s  by  the 
trophies  that  he  loved  the  best — the  grislT 
heads  and  mangled  limbs  of  bis  victims.  Re> 
volted  as  she  was  at  this  communication,  Lad\ 
Trcvanian  knew  that  her  husband's  purpoer 
was  not  to  be  altered  by  argument  or  persua- 
Mon,  for  she  had  never  found  him  wiser  to-daj 
than  he  had  been  the  day  before.  No  alterna- 
tive was  therefore  allowed  her  but  to  issue  the 
requisite  orders  for  a  banquet,  which  it  was 
his  Lordship^'s  command  should  be  rendered  as 
niaguiiicent  as  possible,  and  to  which  he  him- 
self personally   undertook  the  task  of  inviting 
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he  guetU.     Thi»  announced  festiTal  was  not 
«fls  repulsive  than  alarming  to  Helen  and  Ade- 
line, whose  feelings  were  little  in  unison  with 
»ich  iU-timed  revelry,  and  who  dreaded    the 
Jiacovery  that  might  result  from  bringing  Reu- 
ben in  collision  with  the  whole  assembled  neigh- 
bourhood.     Urging  the  delicate  health  of  her 
sister,  Helen  even  ventured  to  solicit  her  fatber^s 
pemussion  for  their   being  both   absent  from 
the  dinner-table,  but  his  Lordship  angrily  and 
peremptorily  commanded   their  presence,  add- 
ing  that  he  had  written  to  their  brother,  the 
Captain,  to  come  over  for  the  occasitm  from 
Lyme,  as  he  deured  to  give  his  whole  family 
the  honour  of  an  introduction  to  their  illustrious 
vintant      Reuben   had,  in    the   first  instance, 
been  not  less  startled  than  his  fair  preservers, 
at  the  danger  of  rec<^ition  from  some  of  the 
visitants,  and  had  even  entertained  the  thought 
of   decamping  quietly  before  the   day  of  the 
entertainment;  but  relying  upon  hia  disguise, 
believing  that  in  the  bustle  of  such  a  numerous 
assemblage  he  might  keep  himealf  in  the  back- 
ground unnoticed^  and  not'  heanng  mentioned 
axQQPg  ^the  expected  guests  iM3y  of. those  to 
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whom  he  had  ever  l)oen  personally  known,  he 
detcrmhied  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  p(jst; 
altliough  he  was  aware  -that  he  would  have 
to  encounter  the  formidable  JefTreys,  and  the 
not  less  famous,  or  infamous,  Colonel  Kirk, 
wiiose  rival  ferocities  had  furnished  talea  of 
horror  to  the  whole  shuddi-ring  country,  and 
who  was  ex])ected  to  accompany  the  Judge. 

Sdch  was  the  terror  inspired  by  these  two 
names,  eten  among  the  gentry — such  was  the 
•dread  of  being  suspected,  even  in  the  remotest 
'degree,  of  disloyalty,  that  when  a  Tantivi  Tory, 
^like  my  Lord  Trevauian,  issued  his  cards  of 
invitation,  not  one,  however  his  feelings  might 
recoil  from  meeting  these  competitors  in  but- 
chery, while  the  country  was  yet  reeking  with 
the  blood  they  had  shed — not  one  had  the 
courage  to  dechnc  the  degrading  honour,  ex- 
cept Sir  Ilarcourt  Slingshy.  Ashamed,  how- 
ever, of  any  thing  so  imfashionable  as  a  scruple 
of  conscience,  and  ever  veiling  his  virtues  and 
right  feelings  under  the  disguise  of  a  fantastical 
frivolity^  he  ksngned  as  a  motive  for  absenting 
himself,  his  disappointment  of  a  splendid  new 


si^t,,«Jbwb  be  ^ad  .9rder«d  fxooi  London,  and 
the  inq^owHbility  of  in&ingiog  his  inviolable 
mfe  by  i^tpearing  in  one  which  had  ahrcady 
been  publiahMl  more  than  a  month.  Among 
those  who  accepted  the  invitation  were  Lady 
Crockatt,  condemned  to  see  her  husband  usurp- 
mg  Cyntlua^s  seat  in  the  carriage,  Mr&  Chats- 
worth,  Squire  Hartfield,  his  sister.  Sir  Ambrose 
Jessop,  and  old  Nick  Chinnery,  whom  the 
Squire  had  brought  with  him  uninvited;  av 
curing  Lord  Trevanian  that  he  sang  a  goo<l 
aoD^  and  might  be  put  at  the  bottom  of  the 
table,  or  at  a  side-table,  or  any  where.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  parties,  and  the  family  of  Harps- 
den  Hall,  reinforced  by  the  young  Captain, 
there  were  various  other  guests,  both  nobles 
and  commoners,  whose  names  it  is  not  necessary 
to  record. 

The  hubbub  and  clattering  of  his  body- 
guard of  Dragoons,  and  the  bustle  among  the 
aervants,  who  had  been  instructed  to  give  him 
the  most  distinguished  reception  possible,  an- 
^KNinced  the  arrival  of  the  great  man,  who  was 
^locompanied  by  his  worthy  compeer,  Colonel 
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Kirk.  His  Lordship  was  ratlier  above  the 
middling  stature^  of  a  fierce  staring  eje,  and 
a  commanding,  not  to  say  a  tern£c  brow, 
rendered  still  more  impressive  by  the  solem- 
nity of  the  judge's  wig  that  overshadowed  it. 
AVhen  Recorder  of  London  he  had  termed 
himself  the  "  mouth  of  the  City,**  a  phrase  then 
fixed  upon  him  as  a  nickname,  from  the  undue 
expansion  of  that  feature,  which  still  attested 
the  appropriateness  of  the  appellation,  though 
there  were  few  that  now  dared  to  apply  it. 
His  face  was  bloated  by  habitual  intemperance; 
and  his  blustering  irascible  countenance  borr 
the  impress  of  a  cruel  and  ambitious  nature, 
intoxicated  by  success  and  power,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  exacerbated  by  the  pangs  of  &n 
acute  disease,  from  which  all  his  grandeur 
could  not  aflbrd  him  a  respite.  His  mamicrs 
however,  were  not  altogether  deficient  in  the 
dignity  that  became  his  station, unlesn  any  thing 
occurred  to  thwart  or  irritate  him,  when  his 
natural  brutality  generally  broke  through  all 
restraint,  and  a  torrent  of  Billingsgate  abuse 
burst  from  his  lips,  to  the  n|)prapriate 
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paniments  ct  atampbg,  staring,  and  furious 
gesdcukticn.  In  his  dress  there  was  a  due 
conformitj  to  his  rank  and  high  oflSce: — he 
wore  upon  his  finger,  and  loved  to  dispky,  the 
ring  given  to  him  by  Charles  the  Second  for 
procuring  the  condemnation  of  Sir  Thomas 
Armstrong,  which  had  thence  been,  not  inap- 
propriately, termed  his  Blood-stone. 

Colonel  Kirk  was  a  sleek,  cold-blooded  sol- 
dier, who  had  acquired  in  the  army  a  gentle- 
manly appearance  and  deportment,  and  from  his 
long  service  among  the  Moors,  an  utter  indiffer- 
ence to  human  life,  or  rather  a  podtive  appetite 
for  deliberate  cruelty.  From  the  climate  in 
which  he  had  served,  his  countenance,  though 
not  uncomely,  was  swarthy,  excepting  the  upper 
part  of  his  forehead,  which  having  been  always 
protected  by  his  helmet,  retained  its  ori^nal 
fairness.  Notwithstanding  their  perfect  identity 
of  feeling  and  conduct,  no  two  individuals  could 
be  less  like  one  another  than  the  Colonel  and 
his  friend,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice;  the  lat- 
ter being  naturally  coarse,  vulgar,  and  violent, 
but  only  cruel  from  interest  or  exdtatioo ;  the 
g5 


former  courteous,  calm,  and  sneering,  but  con- 
idCuHMially  merciless. 

The  next  arrival,  after  this  illustrious  pair, 
was  one  that  excited  not  less  amazement  than 
alarm  in  the  mind  of  Reuben,  being  no  other 
than  his  uncle  Goldingham,  between  whom  and 
Lord  Trevanian  he  had  never  imagined  the 
smallest  acquaintance  to  exist.  In  point  of  fact 
they  had  only  encountered  on  the  previous  morn- 
ing, at  the  house  of  Sir  Carroll  Crockatt,  when 
his  Lordship  understanding  that  he  was  a  new 
neighbour,  and  a  good  and  loyal  subject,  had 
invited  him  to  his  party.  Recognizing  the  an- 
cient "Vehicle,  and  old  Timothy,  the  driver, 
Reuben  held  himself  aloof  at  the  time  of  its  ar- 
rival ;  but  was  sadly  at  a  loss  to  know  bow  he 
should  conduct  himself  during  dinner,  so  as  to 
escape  detection  at  the  very  moment  when  his 
head  might  be  said  to  be  in  the  lion*s  mouth- 
Recollecting,  however,  that  his  uncle  was  near- 
sighted, he  determined  to  run  all  risks,  to  keep 
behind  him  as  much  as  possible,  and  trust  to  the 
great  alteration  in  his  appearance  since  he  had 
^cut  off  his  hair  and  asstsmed  a  servant'^s  livery. 


iSo  HdeB«ad  Addaw,  Goldkij^iani's  vint  w4it 
equally  untoward  and  unexpeotedy  aiid  their 
-^ttXiMy  was  the  HMnre  painful  bccanse  it  was  al- 
ilflfwed  BO  vent :  they  had  no  means  of  oommuni- 
t  <»taog  with  Beubco»  at  even  with  one  another, 
accept  by  their  looks;  And  Helen,  in  addition  to 
illl]her  other  souroes  of  nneasineatywas  under  the 
*  fadnnliating  necessity  of  meeting  her  friend 
•Bmiiy*  as  well  as  Lady  Crockatt  and  Mrs. 
•Chatsvorth,  without  beingenabled  to  explain  to 
tbem  the  mysterious  dxcumstances  in  the  paint- 

■  «ig-jroom  closet,  from  which  she  was  well  aware 
that  the  two  latter  were  drawing  the  most  scan- 
dalous and  derogatory  inferences. 

^^  Lord  !  Lord !  what  roads  be  these  you  have 
lb  Dorsetshire  !  "  exchumed  Jeffreys,  after  the 
first  ceremonies  of  introduction  were  over.    ^*  I 

■  have  suffered  more  torments  in  my  long  ride 
hither,  than  ever  were  invented  by  the  Dutch  at 
Ambo3ma ;  and  if  I  could  find  some  of  your  sur- 
'veyors  upon  my  calendar,  I  would  hang  them 
without  mercy,  lor  none  of  them   could  deny 

rShfeiE  evil  ways.^  The  company  laughed,  as  in 
MMy  bound  when  so  formidabk  a  personage 


133 


KBUBBM    AJPSLEY 


attempted  a  joke.  It  was  another  of  the  Judge's 
(IrolIerieSy  for  he  piqued  himself  upon  being  a 
wagf  to  ctdl  die  ignorant  Colonel  Kirk  his  learned 
brother ;  and  the  aoldier  in  return,  in  allusiun 
to  his  friend's  anomalous  military  appointmenU 
Invariably  termed  him  "  my  Lord  General,*"  oc- 
casionally giving  him  the  salute  with  a  sneer- 
ing, ironical  gravity.  "Thank  God  r**  continued 
Jeffreys,  reverting  to  the  subject  of  the  bod 
roads,  "  I  shall  soon  turn  my  back  upon  die 
county,  to  give  the  kidnapping  rogues  at  Bristol 
a  liek  with  the  rough  side  of  my  tongue;  and 
I  trust  I  shall  be  long  enough  remembered  in 
Dorsetshire  to  prevent  my  being  called  back,  at 
least  upon  anyerraiul  connected  with  rebellion.** 

*'  Are  we  »oon  to  k>se  the  benefit  of  your 
LoTdship''s  presence?^  inqiured  Lord  Treva- 
nian,  Uwking  as  obsequious,  and  bending  his 
head  as  much  as  liis  stiff  nature  and  neck  would 
allow  him. 

•*  Why  ay,  my  Lord  ;  I  belieTe  I  have  pretty 
nearly  finished  my  Western  campaign ;  and  I 
fancy,  brother  Kirk,  that  I  have  crushed  more 
of  tliia  beastly  and  rebellious  mobile  in  court, 
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than  you  have  in  the  field.  Cedant  anna 
togae.     £h  !  ha  !" 

^Wby,  I  redcon,  my  Lord  GeDcral,  that 
I  have  disposed  of  a  thoasand  of  them,  at 
least,  either  at  Sedgemoor  fight,  or  afterwards.** 

'*  That  is  not  more  than  I  have  mjrself  con- 
demned to  death,  so  we  must  divide  the  palm 
of  victory,  and  have  a  joint  triumph  ; — par 
nobtle  fratrum.  £h !  ha  1  are  we  not,  my 
learned  brother  ?^' 

*^  Unquestionably,  if  you  think  so,  my  Lord 
General/  answered  Kirk,  utterly  ignorant  what 
the  words  implied. 

"  Talk  of  Judges.""  continued  Jeffreys, — 
**  Lord  !  Lord  !  what  are  they,  half  of  them, 
but  timid,  snivelling,  sneaking,  shilly-shally  old 
women  P  I  am  the  best  that  ever  lived,  ay, 
though  I  say  it  myself;  for  I  have  sentenced 
more  rascals  to  death  than  all  of  them  put 
together  since  the  days  of  William  the  Con- 
queror. Scoundrel,  villainous,  dunghilly,  tat- 
terdemalion traitors  and  nonconformists,  I 
have  scoured  them  !  Good  Lord  !  what  reason 
have  the  mobile  to  rebel  against  his  most  sacred 
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and  anointed  MajeRty,  wUu  has  absolute  power 
as  God's  Vicegerent  upon  earth/  Have  *e 
not  liad  enough  of  such  damnable  doings  in  the 
days  of  the  blessed  martyr  King*  Charles  the 
First?     Eln  lia?" 

.  **  True,  my  Lord,  very   true  indeed,"  said 
Lord   Trevaninn — *'  and   with    resjx'ct    to  this 

plea  of  religion  which  the  fanatics  set  up " 

i  M  Hang  theca  !**  interrupted  Jeffreys— 
*^  country  jobbernolls  and  dog-bolts,  fit  only 
to  fiddle  before  a  maypole,  what  sliould  they 
knov  of  religion  ?  Let  them  read  Bishop 
Cartwright,  if  they  Cvin,  and  learn  the  divine 
right  of  Kings,  and  the  passive  obedience  of 
subjects.  What !  is  not  his  most  sacred  Maje^ 
ty  to  have  his  own  notions  in  religion,  yrhak 
they  are  to  keep  theirs  ?  The  King  vouU 
force  no  one.  I  have  been  closeted  with  his 
Majcaty  myself,  and  urged  to  turn  Catholic,  and 
yet  IiG  witlidraws  not  his  confidence  from  » 
though  1  was  deaf  to  his  appeal,  for  I  would 
do  any  thing  in  his  service  except  abandon  ouc 
holy  Protestant  rcligiDn."*' 
c;^  I    also  have    had    the  honour    of  bcanf 
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ciowlcd  f6r  the  aune  purpose  *  said  Kirk— 
**tet  J  frankly  tokl  his  Majesty  that  I  vaa 
hflfxikeo  already,  having  promised  my  friend 
the  Enpdrftr  of  Morocco,  if  I  ever  changed 
my  faith,  to  turn  Mahometan.  No,  no,  we  are 
«tl,  I  trust,  f^ood  and  k>yal  subjects;  but  we 
wiU  none  of  us  abandon  our  holy  religion." 

It  was  diaractBristic  of  the  age  that  two 
uosAk  remorseless  and  unchristian  beings  should 
etpecially  pique  themselves  upon  this  point. 
The  King  had  the  same  plea  for  violating  his 
coronation  oath;  and  the  people  at  large,  in  their 
fkirious  contests  about  the  letter,  were  equally 
Wimindful  of  the  spirit  of  Christianity ;  so  easily 
are  men  persuaded,  as  it  has  been  well  obser- 
ved, to  talk  for  religion,  to  write  for  it,  wrangle 
ior  ic,  fight  for  it,  suffer  for  it,  die  for  it-~to 
do  any  thing  in  short,  but  live  for  it. 
I-  Jeffreys  talked  for  some  time  upon  the  pre^ 
vailing  topics  of  the  day  loudly  and  authoiita- 
iiveiy,  as  one  who  from  his  high  rank  and  su- 
perior information  felt  himself  entitled  to  take 
the  lead,  and  arrogate  the  attention  of  the 
Opmpany ;   and  indeed  bis  impetuous  feelings 


gencraliy  supplied  him  with  a  fluent  and  im- 
pressive, though  coarse,  eloc|uence,  vhich  would 
hftve  pmcured  him  willing  listeners,  even  hid 
he  not  l>een  in  a  situation  to  command  tbcoL 
He  seemed  at  length  to  have  talked  liimself  into 
an  appetite,  for  turning  to  his  host,  lie  said, 
"  Old  Serjeant  Maynard  has  defined  the  law 
to  be  *■  Ars  babladvuy  of  wliich  I  am  aiTor^ng 
you  good  evidence;  but  you  must  reoollecC,  my 
Lord,  that  unless  I  eat  my  own  words,  which 
I  was  never  disposed  to  do,  I  may  sit  here  and 
talk  till  I  starve.  Mouths  were  made  for  good 
things  to  go  into,  as  well  as  to  come  out  of;  1 
am  not  like  a  cherry-clapper  that  can  live  upon 
the  wind,  and  still  continue  chattering*  Lord! 
Lord  !  will  people  never  learn  to  dine  al  a 
Christian  hour?  Had  I  been  aware  of  tbk 
long  fast,  I  might  have  better  prepared  for  iC 
but  I  took  nothing  after  my  breakfast  save  a 
caudle  with  ambergris,  and  a  plate  of  Buck^ 
dowsetts,  with  a  glass  of  spirit  of  clary."" 

Lady  Trevanian  expressed  her  regret  at  tbf 
delay,  but  assured  him  tliat  the  dinner  wouki 
now  be  announced  in  a  few  minutes. 
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'*  W«  were  but  three  minutes  ftftcr  the  time," 
rammed  Jeffreys,  **  when  I  dined  in  the  Towiw 
Hall  ftt  Dorchester,  end  the  Mayor  blustered 
«ft  the  kggerd  cooks  like  the  four  caidinAl 
winds  in  a  painting.  Ha !  that  was  truly  an 
honourable  dinner,  and  the  more  especially  for 
birds,  whereof  we  had  quaik,  rufls,  gnats,  god- 
witts,  dotterel,  wheatear,  and  the  cock  of  the 
woodf  which  we  washed  down  by  drinking  bis 
Mi^esty's  health  in  a  lusty  glass  of  flip,  as  big 
as  King  John^s  cup  at  Lynn,  or  John  Calvin^s 
at  Geneva—one  that  would  have  satisfied  even 
that  kill-cow  Sir  John  Shaw  the  Recorder." 

Of  this  entertainment,  which  seemed  to  have 
tickled  his  palate  in  no  ordinary  degree,  he  was 
proceeding  to  give  some  farther  details,  when 
the  dinner  was  at  length  announced  by  one 
of  Reuben's  fellow-servants;  and  his  Lordship 
starting  up  with  great  alacrity,  and  assuming 
precedence  of  all  the  other  guests  as  a  matter 
of  course,  tendered  his  hand  to  Lady  Treviu 
nian,  and  escorted  her  to  the  dining-room. 

Jeffreys,  who  was  a  voracious  eater  as  well 
as  an  immane  drinker,  was  presently  too  deeply 
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engaged  ia  the  businesa  of  tliQ  taliLc  to  mingk 
Id  ibe  conversation,  an  iaterval  of  which  Cap- 
tun  Trevanian  touk  advantage  to  relate  all  the 
purticulars  of  Munu]ouLh'*s  seizure,  assuming  to 
himself  a  greater  ghare  of  that   exploit  tiiin 
was  strictly  his  due,   and   little  dreaming  tluU 
there  was  uue  at  tliat  moment  standing  bchiDd 
his  chair,  who  had   been  au  eye-witneas  of  the 
whole  transaction.     Anxious  to  show  all  posu- 
ble  honour  to  lus  illustrious  guest^  Lord  Tre- 
vanian had  requested    several   of  his  risitaDti 
tu  allow  their  servants  to  wait  at  table — a  fact 
^vhich  had  no  sooner  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
old  Timothy,  than  he  thought  he  might  intrude 
himself  among  them^  and  obtain  a  peep  at  the 
judge,  although  he  was  not  among    the  nun- 
ber  of  those  wlio  bad  been  ordered  to  attend 
Having  seen  liis  horses  well  supplied  with  pro- 
vender, and  given  them  in   strict  charge  to  isir 
uf    the    stable-boys,    he   accordingly    marched 
boldly  into   the  dining-room,  in   the  thickest 
bustle  of  the  feast,  and  immediately  made  his 
way  to  the  sideboard.     His  practised  eye  pn- 
tently  detected  that  it  had  not  been  dressed  and 
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<ieo6rttM[  bj  «  profefldonal  hand ;  he  oliserved 
Reuben,  in  his  anxiety  to  avoid  Goldingham*s 
^e,  loitering  behind  him  in  a  more  inactive 
maimer  than  became  a  butler  at  such  a  busy 
moment,  and  finally,  he  saw  him  break  a  cork 
into  a  bottle,  in  his  bungling  efforts  to  extract 
it.  All  this  was  too  much  for  one  who  had 
himself  filled  the  same  office  for  many  years, 
and  piqued  himself  upon  his  knowledge  of  its 
duties.  "  By  my  troggs !  any  boys  will  set  them- 
selves up  for  the  shoulder-knot  now-a-days,"  he 
exclaimed,  as  he  cast  a  contemptuous  look  at 
Reuben.  **  Who  made  you  a  butler,  I  trow  ? 
when  you  can  neither  dress  a  board,  nor  draw 
a  cork,  nor  wait  at  table,  but  go  sneaking  about 
the  room  like  a  dog  that  has  thrown  down  a 
tiish."  Provoked  at  this  ill-timed  impertinence, 
Reuben  tartly  bade  him  mind  his  own  business, 
or  he  would  drag  him  out  of  the  room  by  his 
goat's  beard;  the  sturdy  Timothy  rejoined  in 
a  still  louder  tone,  and  his  angry  voice  at  length 
attracted  the  attention  of  Mrs.  Chatsworth, 
who,  after  having  glanced  at  Reuben,  said  in 
a  whisper  to  Lady  Trevanian,  but  loud  enough 
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for  Helen  and  Adeline  to  heir,  "  I  see  your 
I>adysliip  has  a  new  butler,  and  I  protest  he 
seems  to  be  one  of  the  handsomest  young  fel- 
lows I  have  ever  seen.  Have  you  hod  h'mi 
long  ?" 

*"  I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  time,**  replied 
Lady  Trevanian  ;  "  but  T  know  he  came  to  me 
soon  after  the  battle  of  Sedgemoor."  The 
blood  mounted  into  Adeline's  checks  at  these 
words,  and  she  looked  at  Helen  with  a  self- 
betraying  confusion  that  might  have  excited 
suspicion  at  a  less  busy  and  bustling  moment. 

"  What  is  the  young  man's  name  ?  I  must 
positively  call  him  up  to  this  end  of  tlie  rooai,* 
resumed  IMrs.  Chalsworth  ;  who,  upon  rec«T- 
ing  the  required  information,  was  o-idently  prc^ 
paring  to  perform  her  purpose,  when  Helen, 
dreading  her  scrutinizing  eyes,  and  the  effect 
of  thus  drawing  the  attention  of  her  neigh- 
bours to  Reuben,  suddenly  asked  her  whether 
she  had  heard  that  her  friend  Miss  Challenor's 
marriage  was  entirely  broken  off  ?  "  Is  it  ?  Ir 
it?'*  she  cried,  with  a  look  of  malicious  tii- 
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uiDph ;  "  Uten,  I  dare  say,  the  story  we  heard 
vaa  pecfectfy  true  after  all ;  and  I  have  no 
<knibt  the  gentieman  had  excellent  reasons  for 
dedining  the  bononr.*'  Raising  her  voice,  she 
then  called  aloud,  '*  Mr.  GoMingham,  have 
you  heard  the  sad  news  about  poor  Miss 
Challenor?'* 

"  Golding^m!  Goldingham!*"  cried  Jeffreys, 
who  had  now  suflkiently  appeased  his  hunger 
to  be  able  to  attend  to  what  was  passing; 
•*  where  have  I  heard  that  name?"  He  took 
a  small  note-book  from  his  pocket,  having  pre- 
viously called  for  the  tankard  of  lambVwool, 
which  was  brought  to  him  by  Reuben  on  a 
silver  salver,  and  having  glanced  his  eye  over 
the  page,  he  grasped  the  handle  of  the  tankard, 
but  without  drawing  it  from  the  waiter,  so 
at  to  keep  Reuben  a  sort  of  prisoner  by  his 
side,  and  turning  witli  a  stern  look  to  Lord 
Treranion,  he  exclaimed.  '*  Is  this  Mr.  Gold- 
ingham  the  gentleman  whose  brass  cannon  were 
given  up  to  the  rebeb  without  resistance? 
and  whose  nephew,  one  Reuben  Apsley,  as  I 


142 


REUBEN    ArSLEY 


sec  by  my  note-book,  joined  theni  Imcnedi&tely, 
took  an  active  part  in  all  their  pruceedings, 
and  fleil  from  the  battle  of  Sedgemoor  ?*" 

'*  I  had  not  the  honour  of  Mr.  Goldingham** 
acquaintance  until  yesterday,'*''  replied  Lord 
Trevnnion,  with  a  look  of  solemn  alarm, — 
•*  when  Sir  Carroll  Crockatt  avouched  him  (o 
be  a  true  and  loyal  subject ;  and  I  cannot 
therefore  imagine  that  it  is  the  same  geotle- 
man." 

"  With  submission  to  both  your  Lordships," 
said  Goldinghara,  "  I  am  the  person  in  que*- 
tion  ;  and  I  dare  maintain  that  Sir  Carroll  has 
spoken  truly  of  me.  Of  the  seizure  of  my 
cannon  I  knew  nothing  till  they  were  gone; 
and  DO  one  can  regret  more  deeply  than  myself 
the  unfortunate  delusion  of  my  nephew.  I 
made  an  immediate  deposition  of  both  circum- 
stances  ^ 

"Lord!  Lord!  and  so  would  any  one;  a 
iobb,  a  goose,  a  widgeon,  if  he  wanted  a  blinker 
wherewith  to  hoodwink  justice,**  cried  Jeffreys. 
**  Look'ee,  Sir !""  he  continued  staring  angrih 
and  bawhng;  "it  is  the  better  sort  that  lead 
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tMXmj  Uie  blind  and  ignorant  mobile :  hod  we 
no  seditious  gentrj,  there  would  be  no  rebel 
armies — cesJHtnte  causS  toUiittr  ejfectus.  Your 
nephew  is  a  dangerous  young  firebrand,  a  can- 
kered traitor  !     Nay,  Sir,  frown  not  at  me*— 

*  I  call  a  spade,  a  spade  ; — Eaton,  a  bully  ; 
Frampton,  a  pimp ;  and  brrither  Jolin,  a  nilly.* 

I  have  heard  of  his  doings  with  that  incurahlo 
rebel,  Fludyer,  who  has  once  more,  as  we  are  told, 
slipped  his  neck  from  the  noose,  and  found  his 
way  to  Holland  :  but  your  nephew,  this  Reu- 
ben Apsley,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  is  still 
lurking  somewhere  in  the  country ;  and  if  wo 
catch  him,  he  sliaU  most  assuredly  swing  for  it  I 
He  shall  wear  a  hempen-ruff,  Sir — a  Tyburn 
tippet,  Sir  !  He  shall  take  his  last  look  through 
a  halter,  Sir ! — ay,  Sir,  and  his  head  shall  be 
nailed  over  your  hall-door,  and  his  quarters  be 
stuck  up  at  the  four  corners  of  your  park. 
And  look  to  it  yourself.  Sir ;  for  if  he  have 
any  aiders  or  abettors,  as  he  must  have,  they 
shall  hang  beside  him,  be  they  whom  they 
may>  like  jewels  in  the  ear  of  the  gallows  I" 
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During  the  delivery  of  this  furious  and 
brutal  ebullitiuiiy  which,  of  course,  aKracled  all 
eyes  to  the  speaker,  Reuben,  unable  to  quit 
his  &ide  on  account  of  the  taotcard,  hod  do 
means  of  hiding  his  face  but  by  turning  round, 
and  whispering  to  one  of  his  feUow.serva^t^ 
until  the  Judge  wound  up  hh  tirade  by  a  lusty 
draught,  when  he  mode  his  escape  to  the  side- 
board in  some  little  confusion,  although  grati- 
fied to  learn  that  his  friend  Fludyer  had  safdj 
reached  the  Continent.  It  was  this  circum- 
stance, indeed,  that  had  mainly  esdted  his 
Lordship'^s  wrath,  and  sharpened  it  against  one 
whom  he  understo<xi  to  have  been  his  triexul 
and  bosom  companion.  Most  fortunate  was  it 
that  all  looks  were  fixed  upon  Jeffreys ;  for 
Adeline  was  so  utterly  overcome,  on  hearing; 
the  fate  denounced  against  aiders  and  abetlofff 
that  she  could  hardly  retain  her  seat,  and 
would  probably  liave  l)cen  frightened  into  hy»* 
terics,  had  she  not  been  re-assured  by  the  o)*- 
couraging  looks  and  the  calm  aeif^poaseattOtt  of 
Httlen.  All  parties  were  silenced,  if  not  alarmed, 
by  the  loud  tune  and  blustering  uienacee  d  tht 
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Judge,    except   Goldingham    himself;    wbote 

■pint  was  roused  by  this  vulgar  and  Tioleiit 

anault  upon  him.     In  a  voice  as  firm,  though 

not  quite  so  loud  as  that  of  Jeffreys,  he  defied 

him  to  fix  a  single  charge  of  disloyalty  upon 

him ;  to  controvert  the  truth  of  what  he  had 

Mserted ;  or  prove  him   to  have  been   either 

hia  nephew's  instigator  in   the   first  instance, 

or  his  subsequent  aider  and  abettor;  adding, 

that  he  knew  the  respect  due  to  his  Lordship, 

but  that  knowing  himself  also  to  he  innocent, 

be  would  not  be  bullied  or  brow-boaten  by  any 

man  in  England  !    As  he  concluded  this  speech, 

he  fixed  his  large  grey  eyes  upon  his  assailant 

with  a  stem  look,  and  uttered  a  bold  "  Hem  T 

of  defiance. 

Jeffreys,  who,  like  other  bullies,  immediately 
cowered  and  quailed  before  an  intrepid  adver- 
mtjt  declared  in  a  more  subdued  tone,  that  he 
was  happy  to  observe  the  gcntleman^s  honest  in- 
dignation, which  he  considered  good  evidence  of 
Hb  innocence;  adding,  that  he  now  believed  him 
to  he  dear  of  his  nephew^s  guilt,  and  was  quite 
sue  no  penoo  c^  disbyal  prindplee  would  dare 
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to  presoDt  himself  within  tho  vails  of  so  good 
ft  subject,  Olid  so  staunch  a  Tory  as  his  ho- 
nourable friend,  the  Lord  Trevanian.  To  turn 
the  atti^ntion  of  the  company  from  this  rotrac- 
tation,  somewhat  humiliating  to  ope  who  had 
declared  that  he  never  ate  hift  own  words,  he 
adroitly  started  another  topic,  and  the  con- 
versation proceeded  for  a  litde  while  without 
any  fresli  ebuUitioa  from  his  irascible  Lordshipi 
This  calm,  however,  was  not  doomed  to  ood- 
tinue.  Some  trifling  dilFerence  of  opinioD  hav- 
ing arisen  between  tlie  Squire  and  Sir  Carroll 
Crockatt,  the  latter  proposed  referring  it  to  the 
decision  of  Sir  Ambrose  Jessop.  '^^Vlioop! 
that  will  never  do,''  cried  the  Squire ;  "  do  yaa 
remember  when  he  went  a-hunting  with  m, 
and  we  came  to  Maplcsted  Copse,  round  whicb 
the  road  winds  on  either  side,  and  then  joins 
again  P  sink  me !  if  he  didnH  stand  so  long 
boggling  which  party  to  follow,  and  what  roid 
to  take,  that  he  was  fairly  thrown  out.  ^Sblood ! 
that  will  be  the  way  with  him  now, — tve  ahd 
get  no  decision  from  him, — for  Sir  Ambrose  i| 
a  regular  Trimmer.*" 
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Jeffiwys,  whose  decidve  character  led  him  to 
detest  thoae  that  wavered  in  their  politics,  in- 
variably took  fire  at  the  very  mention  of  this 
word: — •*  A  Trimmer  1""  he  exclaimed,  "  I  hav« 
heard  mudi  of  such  a  monster,  but  never  naw 
one; — lean  forward,  Mr.  Trimmer, — put  forth 
jour  head,  that  I  may  know  what  such  a  crea- 
ture is  tike;* — which  taunts  he  followed  up 
bj  one  of  his  usual  blustering  invectives  against 
all  sneaking,  milk-and-water  politicians.  Poor 
Sir  Ambrose,  almost  frightened  out  of  liis  wits, 
oonld  only  beg  leave  most  solemnly  to  assure 
fait  Lordship,  that  he  was  of  the  same  politics 
with  the  President  of  his  Majesty's  Council, 
die  Marquess  of  Halifax;  a  defence,  utdbr- 
timUely,  whidi  rather  aggravated  than  ap- 
his Loidahip's  wrath,  for  putting  his 
in  his  girdle,  he  exclaimed,  swagger- 
to^jf  *'  Tell  mc  of  my  Lord  Halifax  '—tell  me 
ofalouae!'* 

Even  Jeffireys  himself  seemed  to  be  aware 
duit  there  was  some  little  indecorum  in  the 
phnse,  and  that,  considering  the  company  he 
wa&  in,  he  had  been  exercising  the  rough  ndc 
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of  his  tongue  rather  too  frcdy,  for  he  assumed 
a  more  pleasant  look  and  tone,  and  exerting  the 
conversational  powers  vhich  he  possessed  in 
considerable  fR'rfectioQ)  lie  quickly  restored  a 
Gom|Minitivc  degree  uf  harmony  and  good-hu- 
mour lo  the  tompanj. 

But  an  unhicky  incident  was  de&tined  once 
more  to  expose  his  choleric  and  liectonng  tem- 
penunent.  Mention  was  casually  made  of  one 
Hewlings,  whom  he  had  lately  condemned  to 
death,  and  whose  case  had  excited  considerable 
notice ;  when  Jeffreys  declai'ed  tliat  the  rebeTs 
two  sisters  had  made  him  ten  minutes  Liter  than 
be  should  otiierwise  have  been,  fur  they  had 
hung  upon  the  wheels  of  his  coach,  implorij^ 
for  their  brother's  life,  and  would  not  suffer 
him  to  proceed  until  he  had  ordered  the  coacb- 
nian  to  lash  them  off  with  his  whip.  Hoocft 
Timothy,  who  liappcncd  to  be  standing  be- 
hind him,  and  was  scandalized  at  such  a  cruel 
office  being  imposed  upon  a  brother  of  thr 
whip,  could  not  help  muttering, — *^  By  my 
troggsl   had  I  been  your  coachiuan,  I  woaU 
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hmrt  sent  the  lash  in  at  the  window,  and  not 
towtfds  the  wheels." 

Enough  of  this  speech  was  caught  by  Jeffreys 
to  tiirow  him  into  a  towering  passion,  as  with 
m  torrent  of  abusire  epithets  he  asked  Timothy 
whose  knave  he  was. 

••  Nobody's  !*  said  Timothy,  with  a  knowing 
wink,  as  if  he  were  not  to  be  entrapped  into 
iBtl  admission  of  the  epithet.  One  of  the  other 
iervants,  however,  mentioned  that  he  was  Mr. 
Ooldtngham's  coachman,  a  piece  of  information 
"tdiich  seemed  to  revive  all  his  LordshipV  sus- 
flftrions,  for  be  fiercely  exclaimed,  "  Ay,  ay ! 
T  tee  how  it  i»— like  master  like  man.  Scuun- 
Atcft,  villain,  rascally,  stinking  old  traitor! 
What?  you  knew  nothing,  I  warrant,  of  your 
jAdtmg  master's  joining  the  rebels,  and  have  not 
lb^(>ed  to  conceal  him  since;  eh,  ha?* 
■ ''  "No,  my  Lord,  neither  one  nor  t'other,  and 
•m  swear  it  on  the  Bible,"  said  Timothy 
ftinly. 

'''"Swear  it,  saucy  knave!  and  what  then? 
'If  your  conscience  is  as  large  as  your  beard, 
jou  will  swear  any  thing.** 
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"  Nay,  my  Lord,"  replkil  Timothy,  ♦*  if  you 
go  about  to  inoflflurc  conscietices  by  beaff^i, 
there  be  some  people  have  none  at  alL^ 

The  sly,  yet  sheepish  depression  with  vhkli 
he  fixed  his  eyes  upon  the  Judy's  chin,  and  the 
half-suppressed  snigger  and  jerk  of  the  left 
I  ihoulder,  that  accompanied  his  speech,  were 
almost  irresistibly  ludicroua ;  and  yet  no  one 
dared  to  laugh,  except  the  Squire,  who  bawled 
out,—"  Whoop !  sink  me*  my  Lord,  but  be 
had  you  there — haugh  I  haugh !  httugfa  !  ^ 

Jeffreys^s  fury,  inflamed  by  this  aally,  mom 
fell  u]X)n  Timothy  in  a  Billingsgate  stram,  with 
which  we  dare  not  sully  our  pages,  and  the 
other  servants,  in  obedience  to  the  joint  com- 
mands of  Lord  Trevanian  and  Goldinghasi, 
hurried  him  out  of  the  room,  the  old  num 
exclaiming,  as  they  dragged  him  along,  "Lash 
the  poor  young  ladies  over  the  arm.  Shame ! 
shame  !"  while  Jeffreys  kept  p)uring  after  him 
from  the  fluod-gates  of  his  scurrility,  a  (vd- 
tinued  stream  of  ranting  and  virulent  alMiae. 

Once  more  did  the  Judge,  aa  if  conscious 
that  he  hud  betrayed   too  much  intemperaaee 
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of  toi^ot^  Msome  a  nore  pkcable  look,  and  a 
bvft  barlj  and  boiaterous  tone.  Observing  tbc 
Item  expression  that  still  lowered  upon  Gold- 
bof^tatB  brow,  he  said,  with  as  much  suliritj 
m  bis  natiirally  arrogant  nuuuier  would  allow, 
**  People  cannot  be  too  Gautious»  Mr.  OcJd- 
BBghim,  what  BerraaU  they  admit  into  their 
iKNiseS}  new-a^lays.  This  old  greybeard  of 
jamn  has  the  very  stamp  of  a  knave  upon  hit 
features.  Cave  qum  DeM$  ip»e  notavit.  My 
Lord  here,  oor  noble  host,  would  not,  I  dare 
affooch,  recMve  any  servant,  except  out  of  a 
loyal  and  true  family.  We  should  do  well  to 
initate  the  example  of  Sir  Jeoffry  Palmer, 
aonetime  Attorney  General,  who  would  take 
no  clerks  but  staunch  Cavaliers,  never  spelt 
Oliver  with  a  great  O,  and  bought  the  manor 
of  Charleton  because  his  master^s  name  sounded 
»it." 

To  the  great  joy  of  Helen  and  Adeline,  as 
veO  aff  Reuben,  this  most  turbulent  and  harass- 
ing dinner  was  bow  drawing  to  a  close*  and  they 
won  omgratukdng  themselves  in  the  thought  of 
its  ha:nng  hitherto  passed  off  without  discovery 


15S 


BEDBEN  ArSLBT. 


and  mischief,  when  an  incident  unexpectedly  oe- 
curredj  which  placed  them  all  three  in  the  moet 
^inpiincnt  and  harrowing  jcoi>ardy.  Mrs.  Chat»- 
wortji,  determined  to  have  a  better  view  of  Reu- 
bcn^s  handsome  face  and  figure,  though  she  enter- 
tained not  the  remotest  suhpicion  of  his  being 
other  tlian  he  seemctl,  calletl  him  up  by  his 
assumed  naiyie  of  Norton,  and  held  him  for  a 
minute  or  two  by  her  sidey  while  she  gave  him 
orders  about  some  particular  wine  which  e^e 
pretended  to  want.  At  this  juncture  Guiding- 
ham,  who  was  immediately  opposite,  happened 
tu  fix.  his  eyes  upon  him,  and  thrown  complete!)' 
off  his  guard  by  instantly  recognizing  his  uephiiw, 
he  struck  the  handle  of  his  knife  violendy  upon 
the  table,  ejaculating  with  starting  eyes  and  a 
face  of  crimson — "  Gracious  Heaven  !" 

Adeline,  who  had  marked  the  whole  transac- 
tion, and  concluded  that  all  was  over  with  ha 
lover,  fell  back  in  her  chair  with  an  hysteiioal 
cry,  screaming  out,  *'  He  will  be  seized !— ht 
will  be  seized  1^  Moat  fortunately  for  all  par. 
ties,   Helen  too  had    noticed  the  occurrence; 
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the  gmve  Golcbngfaam  a  ngnifieant  glance,  whfch 
«0Mlled  htm  in  some  degree  to  his  self-possession, 
and  seeing  that  there  was  no  method  of  ayerdtlg 
flMpicioB,  but  by  increasing  the  general  conffi- 
nan,  she  started  up,  as  if  to  assist  Adeline,  btit 
fat  such  a  manner  as  purposely  to  upset  a  bottle 
«C  wine,  of  which  the  greater  portion  fell  into 
lady  Crockatt^s  lap.  Uttering  a  still  louder 
KKsim  than  Adeline,  her  ladyship  also  started 
op,  shaking  off  the  remains  of  the  obnoxious 
liquid,andexclaiming,"£ugh !  I  am  wet  through, 
mad  with  my  dreadful  rheumatism  !  My  drops, 
my  drops  !     I  shall  be  dead  to-morrow  !** 

"I  fear  not,"  whispered  Sir  Carroll  to  his 
neighbour,  shaking  liis  head  as  he  spoke. 

Adeline^s  words  had  caught  the  attendon  of 
both  Jeffreys  and  Kirk,  whose  senses  were  always 
on  the  gui  vive  for  seizures,  and  both  exclaimed, 
nearly  at  the  same  instant,  "  Who  will  be 
•eiaced  ?  Who  is  it  that  will  be  seized  f^ 

A  general  and  deep  silence  of  a  few  seconds 
ioUawed  this  question,  until  Lord  Treyanian, 
atanding  up,  said  in  a  loud  and  solemn  voice, 
h5 
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*'  Miss  Trevanian — Miss  Adeline  TreTamaa— 
I  command  you  to  explain  the  meaxucg  of  thi« 
disturbance," 

y  My  Lord,"  sud  Helen,  **  we  both  of  us  saw 
Mr.  Goldingham  apparently  in  imminent  danger 
of  choking ;  he  turned  so  red  in  the  face,  and  his 
eyes  looked  so  dreadful,  that  Adeline,  thinking, 
I  presume,  he  was  about  to  be  sazed  with  a  fit, 
uttered  an  exclamation  to  tliat  effect.  I  kroas 
hastily,  to  offer  my  assistance,  and  in  my  agita- 
tion overturned  a  bottle  of  wine,  an  inadvertence 
for  which  I  most  earnestly  implore  the  pardon 
of  Lady  Cruckatt,  while  I  intreat  forgiveness  of 
the  wliole  company  for  the  confujuou  I  have  to 
unintentionally  occasioned.** 

Thus  furnished  with  a  cue,  Goldingham 
to  cough,  and  call  for  water,  and  look  as  much 
as  possible  hke  a  half-strangled  person;  declatifig 
that  be  had  never  had  so  narrow  an  escape  in  hii 
life,  and  obser>'ing  how  cautious  people  ought  to 
be  not  to  eat  too  fast. 

"  Lord !  Lord  ! "  cried  Jeffreys ;  «  I  thou|^t 
you  City  gentlemen,  who  could  swallow  the  plot, 
who  could  believe  that  Sir  Dudley  North  was  to 
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toiktenfed,  ttoAd,  taaA  Hung  up  in  GuOdhall, 
m^  tihtf  FrotestanVi  to  be  boiled  aKve,  would 
Mv«r  find  aay  thing  stick  in  jour  throats ;  eh, 
M?  Periia{M,Uke  Master  Sheriff  Bethel,  the 
ftlMUtc,  you  think  the  Frre  of  LondoQ  was  a 
judgnent  lor  gluttony,  since  it  began  in  Pud- 
iktg  Laoc  and  ended  in  Pie  Comer ;  and  have 
Aerefere  so  long  kept  Lent,  that— ^ 

''Was  there  ever  sueh  horrid  selfishness  as 
this  f**  interposed  Lady  Crockatt ;  *^  I  am  wet 
Arougb— I  am  in  agoniea — I  am  dying — and 
nobody — Eugh  !  I  shall  fmnt — I  shall  expire  * 
and  diat  wretch,  Crawley,  has  forgotten  to  put 
my  salts  in  my  pocket '" 

**  Helen  !  Adeline !  attend  her  Ladyship  in- 
Mntly  into  my  bed-room,  and  I  will  foUdw  you 
hi  a  few  minutes,**  said  Lady  Trevanian.  With 
an'  alacrity  not  easily  to  be  described,  did  her 
daughters  obey  this  injunction.  Reuben  was 
aliortly  after  enisled  to  betdce  himself  to  the 
kitchen,  agitated  with  the  keenest  emotion  at 
Idk  tm^pected  deKverance  from  the  dutches  of 
Jdfkvys  and  Kirk,  for  he  had  considered  hinw 
actf  IdbT;  and  penetrated  with  the  most  gnt#» 
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ful  odiuiration  of  Helenas  intrepidity  and  pre* 
sence  of  mind.  Agreeably  to  htr  promise.  Lady 
Trcvanian  and  tbe  remaining  ladies  soon  after 
withdrew;  Goldingham  also,  astounded  at  the 
discovery  he  had  made,  retired  at  an  early  hour, 
that  he  might  deliberate  how  he  should  act  in  a 
dilemma  not  less  puzzling  than  alarming  ;  and 
tJic  dining-room  pai ty  were  thus  left  to  the  un- 
interrupted prosecution  of  their  Bacchanalian 
orgies, 

Jeffreys  was  tbe  first  to  set  the  example  of 
deep  potations  to  bis  boozing  companions,  al- 
though he  affected  at  the  outset  a  certain  degret 
of  moderation.  "  I  remember,**'  he  said,  exhi- 
biting his  ring,  "  that  when  his  late  blessed 
Majesty,  who  is  now  in  Heaven,  took  this  jewel 
from  liis  own  finger,  be  cautioned  me,  as  the 
season  was  hot,  not  to  drink  too  much  ;  and  1 
have  ever  since  looked  upon  it  as  a  Mentor, 
whose  warning  I  must  observe,  or  expect,  Uke 
Pxince  Amuratb,  to  be  turned  into  a  beast  foe 
neglecting  it.'  The  prickings,  however,  of  this 
finger- conscience  were  soon  disregarded,  and  the 
metamorphose  he  expected  was  fully  realized. 
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A  «mtoir  flint  glass,  of  a  yard  long,  being  pro* 
dtioed,  he  filled  it  with  wine,  infused  into  it  an 
intoxioating  preparation  of  the  late  King's,  known 
by  the  name  of  CharWs  Salutiferous  Drops,  a 
cmtom  which  he  said  he  had  originally  learnt 
from  poor  Tom  Chiffinch ;  and  going  down  upon 
his  knees,  very  piously  drank  the  health  of  his 
most  sacred  Majesty,  Jamea  the  Second.  This 
example,  followed  by  all  the  others,  served  as 
a  prelude  to  a  succession  of  deep,  unflinching 
draughts,  whose  effects  soon  became  audible  in 
the  screeching  riotous  merriment  of  the  party. 
The  Squire  whooped,  and  roared  out  his  drink- 
ing songs  like  a  Stentor.  Jeffreys  laughed 
amain.  Tobacco  and  pipes  were  introduced, 
and  as  the  topers  quickly  got  beyond  wine,  bot- 
tles of  spirit  of  clary,  and  Nantz  brandy,  with 
tankards  of  flip  and  punch,  were  clamorously 
called  for,  and  madly  quaffed.  A  fellow  of  the 
name  of  Montfort,  who  had  been  a  comedian, 
and  was  kept  by  Jeffreys  to  amuse  him  in  his 
drunken  moods  with  mimicry  and  buffoonery, 
was  now  introduced  to  play  off  his  antics  before 
him ;    Chinnerj  and   this  zany  sang    obscene 
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woRf^y  or  fawned  upon  him  with  the  most  ful- 
some flattery ;  aiid  the  great  man,  usually  so 
haughty  and  distant  even  to  his  equals,  pawed, 
and  kissed,  and  slobhered  these  low  wretches, 
with  all  the  maudjia  love  of  slavering  and  hic- 
coughing intoxication.  Between  one  and  two 
o'clock  of  the  morning,  such  of  the  party  » 
could  still  stand,  a  description  which  embraced 
only  three  or  four  besides  Jeffreys  and  tlie  Squifp, 
got  up  to  dance  ttjgether.  They  reeled  blindlj 
about  the  room  till  they  tumbled  over  one  ano- 
ther ;  and  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  waa  finally 
carried  to  bed  by  Lord  Trevanian's  servantfli 
in  a  state  of  utter  iasensibiiity. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


*<  Mj  goU«n  lockt  tiffle  hath  to  silver  turn*d, 

(Oh  I  time  too  swift,  and  swiftness  never  ceasing !) 

My  jtmih  'gainst  age,  and  affe  at  youth  hath  spurn'd  ; 

Bui  spura^d  iD  vain ;  yovth  waioetk  by  Isoreaaijif  . 

My  hehnet  now  shall  make  a  hive  fur  bees. 
And  lover*s  lays  shall  turn  to  holy  psahns ; 

A  auua-at-anns  must  now  sit  on  his  knees, 
And  feed  on  prayers  that  are  old  age's  aims.** 


Seen  a  joHy  dog  and  egregious  drinker  a» 
the  Judge  had  proved  himself  at  the  end  of 
this  carousal  was  sure  to  win  the  heart  of  the 
Squire,  who  termed  him  an  honest,  brandy-fa- 
oed  wassailer,  a  fine,  swaggering  kill-cow,  a  hot 
Burgundian,  and  a  glorious,  rantipole,  unflinch- 
iog  toper,  who,   when  he  was  once  in   for  a 
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drunken  bout,  saw  the  thiug  fairly  out  to  th£ 
lost.  He  would  have  gone  orer  himself  to 
Harpsden  HaU,  on  the  foUowing  Dioming,  to 
pay  his  respects  to  such  an  cxaJtcd  character^ 
but  that  he  had  some  engagement  at  home,  and 
he  therefore  dispatche<l  Chinnery  to  convey  his 
compliments,  and  make  inquiries  concerning  his 
Lordship^a  health.  The  ambassador  was  til* 
selected,  considering  the  party  to  whom  he  wai 
deputed ;  and  the  manner  in  which  he  acquitted 
himself  of  his  mission  was  precisely  the  latf 
he  should  have  adopted.  Presuming  upon  the 
tipsy  familiarity  with  which  he  had  been  hugged 
and  kissed  in  their  over-night'*s  debauch,  be 
ventured  to  address  his  I^ordsliip  in  the  saine 
strain,  complimenting  him  in  slang  language 
upon  his  powers  of  drinking,  as  well  as  bi6 
jovial  freaks,  and  declaring  that  he  had  never 
laughed  more  heartily  thun  wlien  he  saw  him 
dancing  about  the  room  in  his  judge*&  wig. 

**  0/*whum,  and  to  whom  are  you  speaking, 
sirrah  ?  Wliat  lewd  ribald,  what  filthy  buf- 
foon, what  low-lived  sot  is  this?^  said  Jeirrey% 
knitting  his  terrible  browb,  and  ossumiug  a  look 
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thiit  wajl  much  more  dignified  than   his  laa^ 

'*  I  am  Nick  Chinnery,  my  Lord,  that  made 
tbe  peppered  devil  last  night,  and  set  fire  to  the 
NsBtz,  and  sang  the  song  of  Joan  and  the 
Parson,  and  mimicked  the  drunken  fidter.  Don't 
you  remember  me,  my  Lord  ?^  ^ 

^  No,  feUow  r  bawled  Jeffreys,  with  a  still 
fiercer  look ;  ^*  I  can  nerer  have  remembered 
tlice^  unless  when  I  had  foi^tten  myselfl 
A-vaunt !  I  know  thee  not.^ 

The  discomfited  Chinnery  slunk  away,  glad 
to  escape  from  a  voice  and  look  that  were 
equally  terrific ;  and  his  Lordship,  receiving  a 
measege  from  a  gentleman  who  requested  to 
apeak  with  him  upon  a  confidential  and  im- 
portant affair,  desired  the  servant  to  conduct 
him  to  some  private  apartment,  where  they 
night  be  safe  from  interruption.  The  other 
chambers  being  occupied,  the  parties  were  ac- 
cordingly ushered  into  Helen's  painting-room, 
and  the  business  upon  which  they  met  being 
pKsently  dispatched,  the  Judge  soon  after  took 
Inrtie  of  his  host,  called  for  his  guarda,  mounts 


his  state-coachj  into  which  Colonel  Kirk  fol- 
lowed him,  and  drove  away  from  llarpsdeo 
HaU,  to  the  inexpressible  relief  of  Hcubeu  and 
hia  two  young  protectresses*  It  will  not  iia- 
peach  the  filial  affection  of  the  latter,  coosider- 
ing  the  heartless  distance  at  which  their  father 
had  always  held  them,  and  the  peril  to  all 
parties  that  resulted  from  his  preaenoe,  if  we 
add,  that  they  were  both  gratified  wheo  bi 
suddenly  set  oiT  upon  his  return  to  X«oadon :  to 
which  place  he  was  summoned  by  some  of  tboie 
petty  ministerial  intrigues  in  which  he  was  per- 
petually dabbling,  althougli  the  ruling  pow«n 
saw  through  his  selfish  motives,  and  despiisd 
his  officious  zeal.  The  Captain  had  already 
betaken  himself  to  his  command  at  Lyme,  and 
thus  Harpsden  Hall  was  restored  to  the  qoicl 
it  had  enjoyed  before  the  arrival  of  these  unwel- 
come visitants. 

Goldingham  was  the  first  person  who  pr^ 
Bented  himself  after  their  departure.  Froa 
the  expression  of  Helen's  eye,  he  had  seeo  at 
the  time  that  she  was  privy  to  Reuben^s  coo- 
oealment ;  and  though  he  felt  the  deep  reapow^ 
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faiHty  he  ahoakl  incur  by  the  smallest  lnter> 
iereacef  especially  after  the  ferocious  menaoet 
df  Jeffreys,  his  curiosity  as  well   aA  his  inte^ 
rest  in  Reuben^s   fate  determined  him   to  pay 
ft  visit  to    Lady   Trevanian,   in   the  hope  of 
procuring  a  separate  intenriew  with  Helen,  and 
obtaining   some  clue   to   the    mystery  of  bis 
lie{Aew*s  present  dii^uise  and  future  plans.     In 
die  former  expectation  he  was  not  disappointed; 
ht  was  enabled  to  converse  apart  with  Helen, 
bat  she  would  only  assure  him  that  she  was  no 
party,  in  the  first  instance,  to    Mr.  Apsley^ 
aasuming  Lord  Trevanian^s  livery  ;   that  asio> 
tber  person  had  revealed  to  her  who  he  was ; 
that  she  was  aware  of  the  penalty  of  death  to 
which  she  was  liable,  and  resolved  to  encounter 
k  rather  than  betray  him ;  but  that  there  waa 
DO  necessity  for  involving  others  in  the  vital 
respoasibflity  that    attached    to    herself,  espe* 
cally  as  she  had  already  supplied   him   with 
aaooey,  which  was  all  that  Goldingham  himself 
oould  do  for  his  assistance.     "  Let  this  be  tha 
ImI  time  that  we  ever  open  our  lips  to  one  ano- 
ther upon  the  Bubject,^  siud  Helen,  "  until  wa 
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oftii  both  do  so  with  perfect  safety,  and  wbeo 
that  is  the  case,  but  not  until  then,  I  will  con- 
sent to  jour  repaying  me  the  loan  tliat  I  have 
advanced  to  Mr.  Apsley. 

**  Madam,  I  respect  you  with  all   my  heart 
knd  soul,  for  you  are  a  woman  of  noble  feelingi 
and,  what  ia  much  more  rare,  you  are  a  woman 
of    business.    Madam;    hem !"     Although    he     ii 
thought  this  the  very  highest  eulogy  be  could     j 
bestow,  Goldingham  was  proceeding  with  other     |l 
aeicnowledgmcnts;    but    as    their    object    had 
withdrawn,  curtsying,  and   with  her  finger  to 
her  Jijjs,  he  returned  to  his  own  house,  deter- 
mined  not  to  leave  to  her  the  whole  responsibi- 
lity, which  she  so  generously  volunteered   to 
assume;  but  to  prepare  some  plan,  if  possible, 
for  his  nepbew^g  escape,  and  contrive   to  give 
bim  information  of  it  as  soon  as  it  should  be    |i 
matured.   What  this  was  to  be  it  would  rcqidrc 
time  and  thought  to  decide,  but  he  had  an  un- 
bounded confidence  in  the  omnipotence  of  mo-    I 
ney;  and  knowing  his  own  wealth,  be  old  adt    | 
hf  any  means    despair  of  succeeding    in  \m 
purpose. 


Ever  pnxM  to  yield  to  the  impulse  of  the 
moment,  Reuben  was  flattering  bimself  upon 
his  present  comparative  security,  abaudoning 
himself  to  the  happiness  of  living  under  the 
fame  roof  with  Helen,  and  indulging  in  vi* 
nonary  hopes  and  reveries,  which  his  critical 
plight  by  no  means  warranted,  when  a  new  dan* 
ger  was  threatening  him,  whidi,  but  for  the 
IvjAtchful  sc^icitude  and  prompt  assistance  of 
place,  the  Anabaptist  girl,  might  have  quickly 
given  him  a  prison  instead  of  Harpsden  Hail, 
fpr  the  scene  of  his  delusive  dreams.  His  inex- 
pertness  in  his  office,  his  holding  himself  aloof 
frcHn  the  kitchen  society,  as  well  as  his  superior 
manners,  conversation,  and  appearance,  had 
combined  with  a  variety  of  minute  drcunw 
stances,  to  excite  suspicion  in  two  of  his  fellow- 
servants,  one  of  whom  procured  a  list  of  the 
fugitives  for  whose  apprehension  a  reward  had 
been  offered,  and  studied  it  with  his  comrade, 
in  the  hope  of  discovering,  by  the  descriptions 
it  contained,  whether  the  pretended  butler 
might  not  be  identi6ed  as  a  proscribed  rebel. 
Though  they  could  not  succeed  in  this  objeoty 
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the  chance  of  a  reward  determined  them  to 
have  him  arrested  and  examined ;  arguing  thai 
it  would  not  injure  him,  if  innocent,  while  it 
would  materially  benefit  themselves  if  their 
misgivings  were  coniirmed.  Of  this  printed  list 
Grace  obtained  a  glimpse;  and  her  facuiciet 
being  quickened  by  the  deep  interest  she  now 
took  ill  Reuben's  safety,  she  watched  the  par- 
ties in  whose  liands  she  bad  seen  it;  and  dirio- 
ing  irom  their  whisperings  and  gestures,  as 
well  as  from  a  few  words  which  she  accideo- 
tally  overheard,  their  treacherous  intentions, 
she  communicated  them  to  Reuben,  urging  hit 
immediate  fliglit  from  Harptden  Hall,  aod 
strenuously  recommending  her  father's  resU 
dence  as  being  adroirnbly  adapted  for  his  tem- 
porary concealment,  while  its  vicinity  to  the  sea 
rendered  it  no  less  eligible  for  his  final  escape. 

Roused  by  this  intelligence  from  the  pleasant 
entrancemcnt  in  which  he  had  suffered  his  &- 
culties  to  luxuriate,  Reuben,  reproaching  hinv 
self  for  his  inertness,  resolved  to  atone  for  his 
procrastination  by  tearing  himself  instantly 
away,   without    further  implicating   Helen  or 
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Addiac^  by  making  them  acquainted  with  hw 
pMSent;  departure  or  future  purposes.    To  avert 
aOBpicioo,  it  was  arranjred  that  he  should  steal 
out  of  the  house  at  daybreak  on  the  following 
morning,  which  was  Saturday,  conceal  himself 
in  a  particular  plantation,  and  remain  there  till 
the  evening;  at  which  period  Grace  always  had 
pennission  to  visit  her  father,  and  remain  with 
hitt  until  the  Sunday.     In  her  way  home  she 
pvomised  to  meet  him  at  the  plantation,  and 
guide  him  in  the  gloom  of  evening  to  the  farm, 
which  was  situated  in  a  hollow  of  the  Downs, 
at  an  easy  distance  from  Harpsden  HalL     All 
this  was  executed  as  it  had  been  planned.     Re- 
suming the  clothes  that  he  had  worn  when  he 
first  betook  himself  to  the  Wood-house,  con- 
cealing his  pistols  about  his  person,  for  he  waa 
still  determined  not  to  be  taken  alive,  if  he 
could  avoid  that  fate,  and  carrying  with  him 
tlie  Bible  which  he  waa  to  deliver  to  Grace's 
father,  Keuben  decamped  from  the  house  at  the 
dawn  of  day,  hurried  to  the  specified  plantation, 
■aereted  himself  as  well  as  he  could,  and  pi^ 
tiently  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  ptoua  and 
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flOthufuastic  girl,  in  whose  hands  he  hud  dow 
placed  his  Ufe.  Just  as  die  sun  was  setdng 
behind  the  trees  in  which  he  was  embowered, 
he  saw  her  approaching  with  a  basket  in  her 
band,  and  went  forward  to  meet  her  as  8000 
as  she  had  entered  the  covert.  She  expressed 
great  joy  at  seeing  liim,  told  him  that  his  mys- 
terious disappearance  from  Harpsden  Hall  had 
excited  no  small  astonishment,  and  apprised 
bim  that  they  must  remain  where  they  were  until 
it  was  quite  dark,  so  as  to  elude  all  abservatioD 
OQ  their  way  to  the  farm.  With  the  trusting 
confidence  of  a  heart  so  utterly  void  of  guile  in 
itself  as  not  even  to  suspect  its  existence  in 
others,  she  sate  down  beside  Reuben  in  that 
sequestered  brake,  while  the  night  was  closing 
fast  around  them,  first  putting  up  prayers  for 
his  safety,  and  then  beguiling  the  time  by 
giving  her  companion  a  brief  outline  of  her 
father's  history,  invariably  speaking  of  him  in 
terms  of  the  deepest  reverence,  and  seldono 
mentioning  his  name  without  invoking  a  blea^ 
ing  upon  his  head. 

Malachi  Wardrop,  though  now  living  in  a 
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cottage    with    his    son-in-law,  a  poor    sheep- 
fiumer,  had  once  possessed  a  competency  which 
he  had  cheerfully  sacrificed  in  the  cause  of  the 
Parliament,  at  the  h^nning  of  the  Civil  Wan, 
aad  quarrelling  with  Cromwell  on  his  usurping 
the  supreme  power,  had  disdained  to  seek  any 
opportunity  of  repairing  his  losses.     The  Rea- 
tontion  found  him  broken  in  fortune,  but  not 
in  his  spirit,  which  was  irreconcilably  opposed 
to  the  new  government,  both  upon  religious  and 
pc^tical   grounds.      Not  that  he  was  infected 
bj  any  of  the  crazy  dreams  of  the  Fifth-Mo- 
narchy-men,  and  similar  enthusiasts.     Though 
an  Anabaptist   he  was  no  fanatic,   unless  his 
political  opinions  might  subject  him  to  that  im- 
putation, holding,  as  he  did,  that  a  great  and 
enhghtened  nation  could  never  have  been  in- 
tended by  Providence  to  become  the  patrimony 
of   any   particular  family,   however    weak    or 
wicked,  and  to  be  bequeathed  from   father  to 
aon  like  a  herd  of  cattle.     He  was  in  fact  a 
staunch  Republican,  towards  the  establishment 
of  which  form  of  government  he  had  fought 
«Dd  intrigued  from  the  time  of  Charles  the 
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First,  nearly  up  to  the  death  of  Charles  the 
Second ;  for  he  had  been  more  or  less  concern- 
ed in  all  the  conspiracies  of  the  latter  plot-pro- 
ducing reign,  pronded  they  offere<l  any  chance, 
however  remote,  of  subverting  the  existug 
tyranny.  To  most  of  the  leaders  of  the  dif- 
ferent factions  he  was  well  known,  with  txnat 
of  them  deeply  implicated,  his  long  impunity 
amid  such  dangerous  enterprizes  being  mainlj 
attributable  to  his  cultivating  a  farm  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  metropolis,  which  he  never 
quitted  except  at  night,  and  to  which  he  in- 
variably returned  before  the  following  morning; 
«o  that  in  the  country  he  was  thought  to  be  « 
plodding  husbandman,  while  in  London  hi» 
face  was  unknown  amid  the  daily  haunts  of  tbe 
disaffected.  This  course  of  Ufe  he  had  pursued 
undJ,  from  some  complaint  in  his  eyes,  origU 
nally  contracted  in  his  Parliamentarian  canu 
paigns,  he  had  fallen  totally  blind,  when  he  ac- 
cepted the  invitation  of  his  son-in-law,  a  humble 
Hheep-farnier  in  Dorsetshire,  and  took  refuge  io 
his  cottage.  Three  children  accompanied  him; 
— Grace,  Joel,  and  a  poor  idiot  boy,  with  whom 
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he  was  afflirteH  in  addition  to  his  other  midbr- 
tunea ;  but  neither  blindness,  age,  poverty,  nor 
domesdc  Borrows  could  break,  or  even  bend,  the 
mviodble  fortitude  of  his  soul  Helpless  as  he 
had  now  become*  he  was  not  a  whit  the  less 
anxious  to  work  out  the  deliverance  of  his 
country;  he  *^  bated  no  jot  of  heart  or  hope,**^ 
but  endured  all  with  a  firmness  more  unalter- 
able than  ever  was  evinced  by  andcnt  Stoic  or 
Spartan,  because  both  were  strangers  to  that 
religious  enthusiasm  by  which  his  soul  was  sus- 
tained. 

As  his  married  daughter  was  now  able  to 
wait  upon  him,  and  minister  to  his  infirmities, 
Grace,  who  had  hitherto  filled  that  office  with 
an  exemplary  piety,  accepted  a  service  at  Lady 
Trevanian's,  for  the  purpose  of  reheving,  in 
some  little  degree,  the  poverty  that  oppressed 
them,  and  of  procuring  for  her  blind  parent 
such  comforts  as  his  unfortunate  condition  more 
especially  required.  Although  so  much  de- 
pended upon  Joel's  assistance  in  the  farm,  his 
father  had  instantly  dispatched  him  to  join  the 
Protestant  army  under  Monmouth,  never  ima- 
I  2 
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ginfng  that  when  the  Duke  professed  himself 
to  be  the  champion  of  liberty  and  religion,  be 
merely  meant  to  substitute  one  despot  for  ano- 
ther. The  idiot  son,  whose  real  name  was  Mat- 
the^i^,  but  who  from  his  habit  of  strutting  about 
with  a  ci*own  of  rnshes  upon  his  head,  had  re- 
ceived from  the  boors  and  boys  in  the  neigh- 
liourhood,  and  had  himself  adopted,  the  nick- 
name of  Charley,  was  the  same  that  had  assisted 
Reuben  in  the  liberation  of  Norry  MoUoy,  as 
recorded  in  our  first  volume. 

It  was  a  dark  blustering  night,  and  the  wind, 
rushing  past  them  in  sudden  gusta,  seemed 
to  be  prcKlaiming  with  its  ominous  voice  an 
approaching  storm,  when  Reuben  and  Grace, 
crossing  the  high  open  Downs  in  the  direction 
of  the  sea,  made  their  way  towards  the  farm, 
situated  in  a  natural  gleu,  of  which  the  sida 
had  been  excavated  and  scarped  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  chalk,  until  the  whole  place 
presented  the  appearance  of  an  extensive  pit, 
surrounded  by  a  precipitous  wall,  except  where 
a  narrow  and  steep  road  had  been  left  for  the 
entrance.     To  prevent  cattle  or  tlie  wayfarers 
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<tf  the  night  from  falling  into  the  abyss,  of 
whkh  the  sides  were  perpendicular,  it  was 
surrounded  by  hurdles  at  top,  and  a  similar 
fence  was  now  placed  across  the  abrupt  slop- 
ing road,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
•heep  who  had  been  folded  in  the  Pit  Farm, 
(as  this  sunken  homestall  was  termed,)  be- 
cause it  afforded  them  a  better  shelter  against 
the  impending  storm.  Grace  lifted  up  one 
of  the  hurdles,  and  replaced  it  when  Reu- 
ben had  entered,  who  had  to  pick  his  way 
Cfaffough  die  thickly  clustered  and  sleeping  sheep 
•s  they  approached  the  dwelling.  This  was  not 
so  quietly  effected  but  that  three  or  four  shag- 
gy dogs  rushed  out  open-mouthed  to  interrogate 
Ae  intruders ;  and  although  at  the  first  sound 
ci  Grace^s  voice  they  silenced  their  own,  and 
greeted  her  with  every  mark  of  endearment, 
they  closely  followed  Reuben  with  a  suspicious 
eye  and  bristling  mane,  that  indicated  they 
were  by  no  means  reconciled  to  him,  and  felt  it 
their  duty  to  keep  him  under  a  strict  surveil- 
lance- One-half  of  a  long  straggling  bam  had 
been  boarded  off^  and  converted  into  a  dwelhng> 
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containing  ft  few  rude  apartments;  the  remalD- 
ing  portion  was  still  appropriated  to  its  original 
purpose,  presenting  a  motley  assemblage  of  haj, 
and  other  produce  of  the  farm,  crooks,  shears, 
spades,  and  various  implements  of  husbandry; 
a  stall  for  a  cow,  a  sty  for  pigs,  and  a  pen  for 
such  sheep  and  lambs  as  it  was  desirable  to 
keep  separate;  while  the  rafters  were  plumed 
with  roosting  poultry  of  all  sorts.  Through 
this  portion  was  the  entrance  to  the  house,  or 
rather  to  that  di%'ision  of  the  bam  which  nw 
tenanted  by  human  inhabitants.  As  Rcubeft 
passed  these  various  quadrupeds,  all  sleeping  in 
their  respective  dormitories,  his  eye  long  con- 
versant with  the  stately  chambers,  gilt  mould- 
ings, costly  mirrors,  and  marble  statues  d* 
Harpsden  Hall,  was  struck  by  the  contnut  of 
the  present  scene,  which  suggested  to  his  imagi- 
nation the  homeliness  and  simplicity  of  the  pa- 
triarchal times.  Grace^s  married  sister,  who  had 
heard  them  approaching,  opened  the  door  lo 
receive  them,  holding  up  her  finger  as  she  curt- 
sied to  Reuben,  and  begging  him  in  a  whisper 
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not  to  make  a  noise,  sinoe  her  father  bad  just 
&]]en  asleep. 

They  accordingly  proceeded  in  silence  through 
a  room  used  as  a  kitchen,  over  whose  fire-place 
Malachi''s  old  but  well-furbished  sword  and  fire- 
lock were  suspended,  into  the  sitting  apartment 
or  parlour,  which  was  fitted  up  with  great  neat- 
ness, and  afforded  abundant  evidence  of  Grace's 
angular  skill  in  needlework  and  embroidery. 
The  chair-cushions  were  worked  in  coloured 
cottons  with  subjects  from  the  Church  history, 
and  explanatory  texts  in  the  margin ;  samplers 
of  a  similar  description  decorated  the  walls; 
and  even  the  petticoat  that  her  sister  wore,  and 
the  collar  of  her  little  boy^s  shirt,  had  been 
made  Scriptural  by  the  same  indefatigable  and 
pious  semstress.  On  the  walls  were  also  afiixed 
rude  engravings  of  the  persecutions  which  the 
Protestants  were  then  enduring  in  France, 
wherein  the  artist  appeared  determined  not  to 
weaken  the  moral  by  any  diminution  of  the  cruel- 
ties said  to  be  inflicted  upon  them.  These  rude 
printswere  widely  circulated  at  the  moment,  as  an 
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uistructive  warning  of  what  the  people  were  to 
expect,  should  they  suffer  the  King  to  proceed 
in  his  tyrannical  attempts  at  converting  his  sub- 
jects, and  were  perhaps  as  influential  in  pre- 
paring the  Revolution,  as  the  celebrated  song  of 
Lillibullero  was  in  precipitating  it.  Under  one 
of  these  graven  mementoes  the  idiot  had  coiled 
himself  up  on  the  floor,  betraying  by  a  vacant 
smile  that  he  recogiuzed  Grace,  as  she  entered, 
wliilc  he  pointed  to  his  sleeping  father  as  if  to 
explain  his  silence.  No  sooner,  however,  had 
he  discovered  the  basket  which  his  sister  car- 
ried, and  in  which  she  occasionally  brought  him 
scraps  of  cake  and  savoury  relics  from  Harps- 
den  Hull,  to  afford  him  the  only  gratificatioo 
his  unfortunate  nature  would  allow^  than  he 
started  hastily  up,  and  devoured  the  welcome 
prize  with  a  gluttonous  avidity. 

But  the  principal  object  of  Reuben's  atten- 
tion was  the  father,  although  but  little  of  hiin 
could  now  be  seen,  his  daughter  having  spread 
a  handkerchief  over  his  head,  to  protect  him 
while  he  slept  from  the  wind,  which  the  case- 
ments of  the  rude  cottage  could  not  effectually 
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exclade.  His  body  was  thrown  into  shade 
from  the  position  in  which  he  8at>  but  the  light 
of  a  candle  fell  full  upon  his  right  hand,  ex- 
tended over  a  Bible  upon  a  table  beside  him, 
and  Reuben  gazed  upon  it  with  a  feeling  that 
nearly  amounted  to  reverence.  Its  proportions 
indicated  a  man  of  almost  Herculean  force  and 
ataturey  the  prominent  sinews  and  muscles  at- 
testing the  strength  of  the  cordage  by  which 
the  solid  bones  were  lashed  together,  while  the 
thick  black  hairs  curled  over  them,  like  the  ten- 
drils of  ivy  wreathed  around  the  root  of  some 
mighty  oak  as  it  grapples  the  earth  with  its 
gnarled  fingers.  That  is  the  athletic  hand, 
thought  Reuben  to  himself,  which  has  wielded 
the  victorious  sword  in  many  a  hard  fought 
field,  from  Newbery  fight  to  the  battle  of  Wor- 
cester ; — that  is  the  hand  which  has  guided  the 
l^ough  through  fair  weather  and  foul,  ere  the 
sun  has  become  visible,  except  to  the  rejoicing 
lark  in  the  sky,  and  after  his  setting  has  been 
announced  by  the  bat  and  the  owl; — there,  too, 
is  the  hand  which  has  been  pressed  by  the  illus- 
trious Russel  and  Algernon  Sydney,  who,  as  I 
I  5 
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have  le<arnt  from  his  daughter,  did  not  disdidii 
to  honour  a  moral  and  religious  patriot  witb 
their  fricnilship,  although  ho  was  a  humble 
tiller  of  the  earth. 

Such  were  the  reflections  passing  through  his 
mind  when  tlie  old  man  awoke,  drew  himsrif 
upright  in  his  chair,  and  removed  die  handker- 
chief with  which  he  was  covered.  The  efl'ect 
ujwu  Reuben  was  impressive,  even  to  awful- 
ness,  for  his  figure  appeared  almost  gigantic 
when  he  sat  upright;  and  as  he  slowly  unveiled 
hi:i  grand  and  venerable  head,  it  seemed  as  if 
one  of  the  ancient  patriarchs  were  revealing 
himself  once  more  upon  earth.  His  beard, 
which  he  had  suffered  to  grow  since  the  death 
of  his  patron  Sydney,  was  grizzled  and  of  wiry 
texture,  his  high  bald  forehead  was  rippled  with 
successive  wrinkles,  the  deep  lines  of  lus  face 
might  almost  be  termed  furrows,  his  complexion 
was  sunburnt  and  weather-beaten  ;'^but  the 
moral  beauty  remained  uninjured  by  the  tm* 
vages  of  time,  tlie  countenance  was  unbrokoif 
it  exhibited  the  same  stem  resolution,  and  in- 
flexillc  fortitude  which  had   stimulated  him  in 
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hiB  joutfa,  and  now  upheld  him  in  his  old  age. 
Bven  the  blighting  of  all  his  earthly  hopes  had 
not  disturbed  the  serene  severity  of  his  brow. 
He  might  be  compared  to  some  rocky  statue  of 
Sgypt,  which,  although  sands  and  solitude  have 
desoLited  the  fair  prospects  by  which  it  was 
ODce  surrounded,  still  rears  its  head  from  out  the 
waste,  unaltered  by  the  lapse  of  time,  or  the 
vicissitudes  of  fate.  His  sightless  orbs  awaken- 
ing the  idea  of  physical  helplessness,  amid  all 
these  indications  of  moral  power,  afforded  a 
touching  evidence  of  the  misfortunes  to  which 
the  noblest  nature  is  liable,  and  tempered  the 
effect  of  his  somewhat  stem  physiognomy,  by 
exciting  in  the  beholder  a  feeling  of  compassion 
as  well  as  reverence. 

'*  Did  I  not  hear  the  gentle  voice  of  my 
daughter  ?^  inquired  the  old  man. 

*'  I  am  here,  my  dear  father,**  said  Grace, 
kneeling  at  his  feet ;  when  he  put  both  his  handn 
upon  her  head,  and  having  solemnly  blessed 
her,  raised  her  up,  and  kissed  with  great  affec- 
tion, excluming,  ^'  Grace !  Grace  !  I  may  no 
longer  say  with  Ezekiel,  that  you  are  the  de- 
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light  of  mine  eyes>  but  methinks  sioce  I  have 
ceased  to  see  you  outwardly,  I  love  you  more 
tenderly  within,  and  may  call  you,  with  greater 
truth  than  ever,  the  darling  of  my  heart." 

His  daughter  again  embraced  liim,  aiid  pro- 
ceeded to  state  that  she  had  brought  tu  their 
humble  Zoar,  as  tu  a  place  of  refuge>  the  youth 
who  had  received  the  dying  breath  of  their 
beloved  Joel.  "  He  is  right  welcome  to  our 
abode,  even  as  were  the  angels  to  the  house  of 
Lot,""  said  the  father,  stretching  out  his  mus- 
cular hand,  and  grasping  that  of  his  guest  with 
a  force  that  almost  painfully  expressed  the  cor- 
diality of  his  reception.  "  Where  is  my  brave 
Joel's  Bible  1  He  swore  to  me  that  he  would  up- 
hold its  pure  doctrine  against  the  tyrant — ibe 
Nebuchadnezzar  who  would  set  up  idols  in  Ba- 
bylon, or  that  he  would  die  the  death  of  the 
righteous ;  and  he  has  redeemed  bis  pledge 
like  a  true  soldier  of  the  Lord.""  Reuben  hav. 
ing  put  the  Bible  into  his  hands,  he  pressed  it 
against  his  heart,  and  repeatedly  kissed  it  with 
great  fervour,  ejaculating,  "  My  brave,  my  pious 
Joel!     As  the  apple-tree   among  the   trees  of 
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die  wood,  BO  was  my  beloved  among  the  sons. 
I  sat  down  under  his  shadow  with  great  de- 
fight,  and  his  fruit  was  sweet  to  my  taste.     A 
wise  SOD  makes  a  glad  father,  and  shall  I  not 
rejoice  that  mine  who  was  ever  wise  upon  earth, 
is  now  with  the  Lord  in  glory  ?"     He  then 
called  upon  Reuben   to  recount   minutely  all 
that  he  had  seen  of  his  boy's  exploits  in  the 
battle,  and  to  recapitulate  his  dying  words,  to 
the  recital  of  which  he  listened  in  silence,  but 
not  without  deep  emotion,  for  a  fierce,  and  al- 
most   terrible   energy   sat    upon    his   features 
while  his  guest  related  the  progress  of  the  fight. 
Had  he  been  present  at  the  scene  described, 
his  countenance  could  scarcely  have  responded 
to  it  with  a  more  vehement  agitation.     With 
these   stem  and    lofty  feelings  Grace    sympa- 
thized, as  she  had  done  when  she  first  heard  her 
brother^s  valorous  achievements ;  again,  however, 
melting  into  tears  when  the  course  of  the  nar- 
rative brought  him  before   her  prostrate  and 
bleeding,  and  with  his  last  breath  transmitting 
to  his  parent  the  Bible  on  which  her  eyes  were 
then  fixed,  and  which  had  so  lately  been  clasped 
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by  the  hands  of  the  dying  Joel.  In  vain  did 
she  endeavour  to  suppress  her  grief ;  her  father 
heard  her  sob,  and  solemnly  rebuking  her  for 
repining  at  the  will  of  Heaven,  he  threw  him- 
self suddenly  upon  his  knees,  clasjxKl  his  hands 
together,  and  turning  up  his  blank  orbs,  ejacu- 
lated with  a  pious  fervour,  "  Take  him,  Lord, 
take  him  i  I  resign  him  to  thee  as  joyfully  u 
Abraham  prepared  to  offer  up  his  son  Isaac  He 
is  thy  son  now,  not  mine:  he  has  exchanged 
an  eartldy  for  a  heavenly  father.  I  would  ra- 
ther be  the  parent  of  my  dead  Joel,  than  pos- 
sess the  fairest  among  the  hving  sons  of  men. 
The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken 
away,  blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  !^ 

Unable  to  subdue  her  grief,  and  fearful  of 
offending  her  father  by  its  continuance,  Grace 
withdrew  quietly  from  the  apartment,  when 
the  old  man,  after  this  ebullition  of  proud  piety 
had  subsided,  remained  silent  for  some  time 
and  motionless.  After  a  considerable  pause,  he 
roused  himself,  and  exclaimed,  *'  But  the  day  of 
retribution  and  regeneration  shall  still  come; 
the  blood   of  bis  slaughtered  saints  shall  not 


eiy  to  the  Lord  in  vain.  He  will  not  suffer 
this  noble  country  to  become  the  slave  of  the 
world  and  a  land  of  graven  images.  This 
bvmve  people,  which  were  the  first  to  bind  their 
Idngs  in  chains,  and  their  nobles  in  fetters  of 
iron.  This  new  Jerusalem  which  would  have 
built  up  the  finest  edifice  of  religion  and  liberty 
that  the  world  ever  saw,  had  not  the  crafty 
Cromwell  stolen  like  a  serpent  into  the  garden  of 
our  freedom,  and  ruined  all.  We  shall  not 
for  ever  be  bitter  with  hard  bondage — the 
Lord  will  hear  our  voice — *  To  your  tents,  O 
Israel !'  will  be  the  one  cry  of  the  nation,  and 
the  oppressor  shall  be  driven  forth  like  the 
false  prophets  Ahab  and  Zedekiah.*^  Another 
pause  ensued,  when  he  continued,  "  Yes,  it 
sliall  come,  it  shall  come,  though  I  may  not 
live  to  witness  the  salvation  of  my  country ; 
for,  alas  I  the  boldest  of  our  saints  laid  down 
their  lives  with  my  beloved  Joel  upon  the 
bloody  field  of  Sedgemoor;  and  we  have  no 
patriots  left,  since  I  followed  to  the  scaiTold  the 
noble  Russel,  and  my  friend  and  patron  the 
brave  and  good  Algernon  Sydney.* 
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In  the  liope  of  withdrawing  his  mind  from 
the  consideration  of  his  recent  loss,  Reu- 
ben questioned  him  touching  the  execution  of 
these  two  illustrious  personages^  and  Malachi, 
who  was  proud  of  having  known  them,  and 
loved  to  diswjurse  upon  their  patriotic  pro- 
jects and  unhappy  fates,  enlarged  upon 
both  with  a  mournful  complacency. — My  this 
time  Grace  had  returned^  and  seated  herself 
beside  her  poor  idiot  brother,  who  loved 
her  as  fondly  as  his  nature  would  allow, 
in  return  for  a  thousand  little  kindnesses  and 
attentions  which  she  seized  every  opportunity 
of  lavishing  upon  him.  Boisterous  and  violent 
as  he  sometimes  was  when  teazed  by  the  neigh- 
bouring bo^'s,  or  when  any  of  the  rustics 
unfeelingly  plied  him  with  liquor,  that  they 
might  witness  his  turbulent  antics,  he  was  per- 
fectly quiet  and  harmless  at  home ;  generally 
conforming  to  the  habits  of  the  family,  and 
even  to  the  prevalent  mood  of  their  minds,  with 
a  voluntary  docility.  Having  presented  to  him 
another  scrap  of  cake,  which  she  had  kept  back 
that  he  might  not  devour  too  much  at  once. 
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Gnce,  who  was  never  idle,  betook  herself  to 
her  scriptural  embroidery,  occasionally  stealing 
^bnces  at  Reuben  as  he  sate  beside  her  father, 
or  suspending  the  action  of  her  needle  when 
he  spoke,  lest  the  rustling  of  her  work  should 
occasion  her  to  lose  a  single  accent  that  fell 
from  his  lips.  An  old  grey  sheep-dog,  blind 
like  himself,  and  therefore  a  greater  favou- 
rite with  Malachi,  was  seated  at  his  feet,  Ufting 
up  its  head  and  its  sightless  eyes,  and  pointing 
its  ears  while  he  spoke,  as  if  listening  to  his 
discourse.  Such  was  the  position  of  the  little 
groupe  while  the  venerable  old  man,  in  a  deep 
and  solemn  voice,  related  the  seizure,  trial,  and 
execution  of  the  two  chief  martyrs,  as  he  termed 
tfaem ;  concluding  his  narrative  by  observing, 
that  when  Lord  Russel  went  to  the  scaffold, 
die  spectators,  who  were  encouraged  as  they 
beheld  his  calm  and  dignified  countenance, 
melted  into  tears  when  they  looked  at  the 
sympathising  faces  of  one  another.  But  when 
Sydney,  with  the  fine  intrepid  face  of  an  ancient 
Roman,  his  long  hair  whitened  by  fatigues 
ami  studies,    not  by  age,  walked  with  a  firm 
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step,  and  an  air  of  grandeur,  to  the  place  of 
execution,  followed  only  by  two  of  his  brother'i 
servants ;  when  he  ascended  the  scalfold  with 
the  erect  posture  and  bold  brow  of  one  who 
came  to  command  rather  than  to  suffer,  £iig- 
lisiimen  wept  not  for  him  as  they  had  done 
for  Lord  Russel.  Taught  by  this  noble  exam- 
ple that  death  was  only  painful  to  cowards  and 
the  guilty,  their  nerves  were  strung  and  forti- 
lied — they  felt  an  unusual  grandeur  and  eleva- 
tion of  mind ;  their  pulses  beat  high,  and  their 
hearts  swelled  indignantly  within  them  as  they 
looked  upon  him.  "  But  the  spirit  ofrcUgioo 
and  liberty  has  not  died  with  him,""  said  the  old 
man ;  "  there  be  men  even  yet  liwng,  men 
who  have  fought  and  bled  in  tlie  war  of  the 
Parliament,  and  the  good  old  cause,  wbo  in- 
herit his  opinions,  and  have  taught  their  chil- 
dren that  Israel  must  be  a  republic  if  its  sons  aR 
ever  to  enjoy  peace,  freedom,  and  the  true  faitb.^ 
Reuben  was  well  aware  tliat  the  speaker 
might  be  set  down  as  one  of  those  sturdy  and 
staunch  republicans  who  had  stuck  to  his  pub- 
lical   as   inflexibly  as  to    his  religious    creed, 
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dutnigh  ft  long  and  disheartening  course  of 
years,  and  he  thought  to  himself  that  if  the  poet 
Milton  mi^t  be  said  to  typify  the  intellectual 
^nrit  of  the  Puritans,  their  constancy,  valour, 
ptety,  and  dauntless  love  of  liberty  could  not 
be  more  aptly  and  honourably  represented  than 
in  the  person  of  the  venerable  old  soldier, 
Malachi  Wardrop.  That  they  should  both  be 
blind  seemed  to  render  them  the  more  fitting 
personifications,  for  their  cause  was  at  that 
moment  dark,  and  trampled  down,  like  thcm- 
•elves,  and  labouring  under  evil  days  and  heavy 
afflictions. 

Just  as  Malachi  had  finished  his  narrative, 
Ids  son-in-law  entered  the  room,  and  happening 
to  mention  something  that  was  to  be  done  at 
Christmas,  the  old  man  indignantly  interrupt- 
ed him  by  exclaiming,  "  Christ-mass !  let  it  be 
Christ-tide,  Sir,  I  pray  you.  To  unite  two  such 
words  is  to  marry  a  Seraph  to  a  fallen  angel. 
We  have  masses  and  mass-houses  enough 
already ;  ay,  and  the  land  will  be  covered  with 
them  if  the  tyrant  be  not  snilfen  in  his  career. 
Even  to  profane  our  mouths  with  such  abc^ 
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minations  is  to  imitate  the  crime  of  Belshaz2ar, 
who  drauk  to  his  idols  out  of  the  holy  vessels 
brought  from  the  temple  of  Jerusalem.** 

To  beguile    the    long   and   heavy   hours  of 
blindness,   or,    perhaps,  in  his  sturdy  love  of 
independence,  that  he  might  be  less  indebted 
to  the  time  and  attentions  of  others,   he  had 
taught  him.self  to  spin  ;  after  a  rude  and  im- 
perfect fashion,  indeed,  but  still  sufficient  to 
occupy  him,  and    even  to   earn  a  few  pence, 
which  were  ever  the   perquisite  of   his   poor 
Matthew,  the  idiot  boy.     It  was  the  office  of 
the  latter  to  bring  him  his  wheel,  which  he  now 
placed    before    him,  and  his    venerable   father 
presently  set  it  in  motion,  looking  like  a  Her- 
cules at  the  distaff ;  but  as  he  was  free  from 
that  hero's  effeminacy  of  motive,  he  seemed  to 
ennoble  even  a  housewifely  employment  by  the 
solemnity  of  hts  look,  and  the  elevation  of  his 
sentiments.     With  whatever  topic  of  discussion 
he  might  start,  his  ruling  passion  still    brought 
it    round    eventually    to    the    maintenance   of 
Sydney's  and  hhv-^wn  favourite  doctrine — the 
necessity  of  a  republic.     Speaking  upon    this 
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subject,  he  alluded  with  admiratian  to  the  be- 
haviour of  Rumbold,  recently  executed  for  hk 
participation  in  the  Rye-House  Plot,  who  de* 
dared  upon  the  BcaiTold  that  he  would  never 
beHeve  in  the  necessity  of  Monarchy  until  he 
aaw  that  the  many  came  into  the  woiid  saddled 
and  bridled,  and  the  few  with  whips  and  spurs 
to  ride  them ;  adding,  that  if  every  hair  of  his 
head  were  a  man,  he  would  venture  them  all  in 
the  good  old  cause. 

While  the  old  man  was  most  enefgetically 
declaring  his  full  participation  in  these  senti- 
ments, his  two  daughters  prepared  and  brought 
in  the  supper,  a  homely  though  sufficing  re- 
past, wherein  no  luxury  was  to  be  seen  but  that 
which  is  the  greatest  of  all — a  perfect  cleanli- 
ness, and  such  a  scrupulous  neatness  of  ar- 
rangement as  imparted  to  the  frugal  board  an 
air  that  might  almost  be  termed  elegant.  At 
this  meal  were  assembled  the  whole  household, 
with  the  exception  of  the  little  boy  who  was  in 
bed  ;  and  after  its  conclusicm  had  been  sancti- 
fied by  a  thanksgiving  from  Malachi,  the  party 
betook    themselves    to    prayers.     These  were 
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generally  performed  by  Grace  on  the  nights 
when  she  was  at  home,  and  to  Reuben's  eyes 
tliere  was  something  touching  in  the  spectacle 
of  tills  united  family  falling  upon  their  knees 
and  offering  their  prayers  together^  and  sending 
up  their  voices  to  Pleaveu  out  of  a  deep  pit  in 
the  midst  of  tlie  wild  and  lonesome  downs.  In 
this  act  of  devotion  the  poor  idiot  decorously 
joined,  altliough  perhaps  ignorant  of  its  im- 
port ;  while  the  sheep-dogs,  of  which  there 
were  now  four  or  five  in  the  same  room, 
seemed  to  be  perfectly  aware  that  they  were 
to  couch  quietly  down,  and  not  disturb  the 
proceedings  of  the  little  congregation.  After 
having  read  a  chapter  in  the  Bible,  Grace 
prayed  extemporaneously,  stringing  togetlier  pa- 
rallel passages  from  Scripture  in  an  excIaiD»- 
tory  style,  and  without  any  very  apparent  aioL 
until  she  implored  protection  for  the  stranger 
and  sojourner  within  their  gates — that  he  might 
escape  from  the  snare  of  the  fowler — that  he 
might  not  be  afraid  for  the  terror  by  day,  nor 
for  the  arrow  that  flicth  by  night ;  when  she 
spoke  as  one  inspired,  pouring  forth  her  inter- 
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eenioos  with  a  fervour,  an  unction  of  sponta- 
neous and  impassioned  eloquence,  that  excited 
not  less  surprise  than  gratitude  in  the  party 
few  whom  such  earnest  supplications  were  offer- 
ed up  to  Heaven.  In  conclusion,  she  besought 
fc^tude  for  the  whole  family,  that  they 
might  patiently  endure  the  loss  of  their  beloved 
Joel,  on  whcHn  she  attempted  to  pronounce  a 
penegyrick,  but  her  feelings,  softened,  perhaps, 
by  the  tenderness  of  her  previous  appeal  in  be- 
half of  the  stranger  within  their  gates,  would 
not  allow  her  to  conclude.  Her  voice  faltered 
and  broke — her  black  eyes,  upturned  to  heaven, 
became  dim  with  tears,  her  bosom  heaved,  she 
sobbed,  and  was  utterly  unable  to  proceed. 

**  What  means  this  weakness,  child  ?""  in- 
quired her  father,  in  a  solemn  voice ;  ^'  are  we 
to  upbraid  the  Liord  that  he  has  exalted  our 
Joel,  and  made  him  one  of  the  siunts  in  Heaven  ? 
Most  dear,  indeed,  he  was  to  all  of  us,  and  well 
did  he  deserve  that  we  should  record  his 
praises,  but  with  firmness,  with  exultation,  with 
gratitude — not  with  the  voice  of  lamentation. 
Dry  up,   therefore,  those   accusing  tears,  and 
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silence  those  accents  of  rchellious  sorrow,  while  I 
endeavour  to  complete  what  you  have  bcguiu*^ 
By  struggling  with  her  feelings,  Grace  quickly 
succeeded  in  subduing  all  audible  expressiocu 
of  her  grief,  and  her  father  took  up  the  theme 
which  she  had  been  obliged  to  abandon,  speak- 
ing in  proud  and  glowing  terms  of  his  haf% 
constant  devotion  to  God — of  his  benevolence 
to  all  his  fellow-creatures — of  his  patient  ii>- 
dustry  at  home — of  his  courage  ia  the  field  of 
battle — of  his  holy  and  triumphant  death.  In 
noticing  his  last  moments  he  drew  from  his 
bosom  and  kissed  the  Bible  which  had  beeo 
transmitted  to  him,  enlarging  with  all  the  affec^ 
tionate  garrulity  of  a  fond  father  upon  his  filial 
piety  in  this  and  numerous  other  instauces,  which 
he  proceeded  to  recapitulate.  This  retrospect, 
however,  by  recalling  to  his  mind  all  the  variotis 
acts  of  duty  and  attention  that  he  had  received 
from  his  son,  gradually  melted  and  overcome 
his  heart,  which,  although  it  was  of  a  stem  and 
rugged  nature,  and  fortified  by  a  deep  feeling 
of  Christian  resignation,  was  still  that  of  a  most 
devoted  father.    His  accents  at  length  becaine 
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tremulous  and  faltering,  as  his  daughter's  liad 
done  befne  him :  he  coughed  and  resumed  his 
diaoourse,  but  his  voice  repeatedly  broke.     In- 
dignaut  at  himself  that  he  should  fall  into  the 
very  error  he  had  been  rebuking  in  Grace,  he 
paused,  apparently  resolved  to  conquer  a  weak- 
ness which  he  held  to  be  at  once  culpable  and 
unmanly.      His  feelings  as  a  Christian  and  as  a 
parent,  were  contending  for  the  mastery  within 
him,  and  it  became  obvious  that  the  struggle 
was  a  convulsive  one.    With  firmly  compressed 
lips  he  strove  to  refuse  a  vent  to  his  emotions — 
to  suppress  the   rising  grief — ^but  his  efforts, 
vehement  as  they  were,  could  not  succeed ;  the 
muscles  of  his  mouth  were  agitated  by  spas- 
modic   movements,  his  lips  were  involuntarily 
drawn  up  and  down,  and  at  length  the  pent-up 
tears  gushed  from  his  blind  eyes,  flowed  down 
the  furrows  of  his  checks,  and  rained  upon  his 
grizzled  beard. 

At  this  affecting  sight,  Grace's  emotion, 
which  had  been  suspended,  not  subdued,  broke 
out  in  a  passionate  burst  of  hysterical  sobs ; 
whilst  the  rest  of  the  party  gave  an  uninter- 
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rupted  vent  to  their  grief,  not  even  excepting 
the  poor  idiot,  who  cautrht  the  contagion  with- 
out thoroughly  comprehending  the  cause  of  the 
general  sorrow,  and  sate  in  a  comer  sobbing 
aloud.     ^Vhen  she  had  a  little  recovered  from 
her  paroxysm,  Grace,  seeming  to   think  that 
some  apology  was  due  to  Reuben   for  lt»  in* 
dulgence,  pointed    to    her  father,   exclaiming, 
*'It  is  so  dreadful — eo  heart-breaking,  to  sec 
tears  flowing  from  blind  eyes  J  to  think  that 
they  should   express  anguish  when   they   can 
no  longer  afford  delight  or  even  assistance  ! — it 
IS  too— too^."    Her  words  were  again  checked: 
she  threw  herself  into  her  fatlier^s  arms,  and 
affectionately  embracing  him,  implored  him  to 
be  comforted.    His  other  children   approach«<l 
him  with  supplications  of  a  similar  nature ;  but 
Malachi,  receiving  their  tender  endearments  in 
silence,  seemed  to  consider  himself  humiliated; 
tliat  he  hnd  been  wanting  to  himself  as  a  Chris- 
tiun>  and  bad  evinced  an  unbecoming  weakness 
as  a  man.      Without    further   noticing  tbeir 
condolences,  he  bade  them  good  night :  blessed 
them^  and  extending  his  broad  band  agiiast 
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the  wall,  groped  the  way  alone  and  in  silence 
to  his  bed-room. 

Reuben  was  then  conducted  by  the  son-in- 
law  to  his  humble  dormitory ;  which,  althou^ 
it  was  but  a  loft,  supplied  with  a  pallet,  pre- 
sented the  same  air  of  neatness  that  he  had 
observed  in  the  little  parlour,  and  seemed  to 
piore  propitious  to  the  slumbers  of  its  in- 
mates ;  for  he  had  scarcely  laid  himself  down 
when  he  closed  his  eyes,  and  slept  more  soundly 
than  he  had  ever  dcme  beneath  the  roof  of 
Harpsden  Hall. 


X  ft 


At  an  early  hour  on  the  following  uiornio^ 
Reuben  arose  from  liis  humble  couch,  and  be- 
Uxik  himself  to  the  parlour,  in  which  noDe  of 
Uic  family  had  yet  made  their  appearance,  ex- 
cept the  little  boy,  Mabichi^s  grandson.  Hr 
had  a  hoop  in  his  liand,  and  was  gazing  ear- 
nestly out  of  the  casement  upon  the  bleating 
■heep,  which  his  father,  a&sisted  by  bis  dogi, 
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was  turning  out  of  the  enclosure  in  the  midst 
of  a  heary  rain.  To  Reuben's  apprehennons 
it  seemed  that  the  lad  was  regretting  his  mom- 
iiig''s  scamper  upon  the  Downs,  of  which  the 
descending  torrent  offered  him  no  immediate 
hope ;  and  in  this  belief  he  said,  patting  him 
OD  the  head,  "  This  is  a  bad  morning  for  you, 
my  young  friend." 

"Not  at  all,  Sir;  it  is  just  the  weather  I 
Uke,^  replied  the  child. 

"  And  why  so,  my  lad  ?" 

"  Because  it  is  just  the  weather  that  (rod 
Almighty  likes,"  was  the  answer ;  given  in  a 
tone,  and  with  a  look  of  simple  and  childish,  and 
therefore  the  more  impressive,  reverence. 

"That's  my  good  and  pious  boy!'*  ejacu- 
lated Malachi,  who  just  then  entered  the  room, 
leaning  upon  his  daughter's  arm ;  "  Grace ! 
give  him  a  handful  of  whortleberries  out  of 
the  broken  pitcher. — Come  hither,  boy ;  kneel 
down,  and  let  me  bless  thee !  Doth  not  this 
f«buke  us  P  Behold !  out  of  the  mouths  of 
babes  and  sucklings  hath  he  ordained  wisdom  : 
while  I,  that  am  grey  with  years,  wayward  and 
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rebellious  as  I  am,  must  kick  against  the  Lord« 
like  Jeftluiran.'^  He  seemed  not  yet  to  have 
forgiven  himself  for  the  disobedient  weakncM 
he  had  betrayed  last  night;  and  sate  apart, 
ruminating  in  a  stern  silence,  while  the  faimlj 
were  assembling  for  the  moming''s  prayers. 
These  were  again  performed  by  Grace  ;  but 
with  a  perfect  solemDity  and  self-possession; 
and  without  any  reference  to  that  recent  be^ 
reavement  by  which  her  father's  feelings  and 
her  own  had  been  so  distressingly  overcome. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  breakfast,  which 
was  served  in  the  same  tempting  style  of  nicety 
as  the  supper,  tlie  different  members  of  the 
family  dispersed  to  their  customary  employ- 
ment ;  and  Malachi,  solacing  himself  with  a 
pipe,  the  only  luxury  in  which  be  indulged, 
fell  into  conversation  with  Reuben  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  escape,  Money  he  considered  to  be 
the  main  requisite;  and  having  ascertained  that 
this  was  not  wanting,  lie  declared  thati  in  bit 
opinioDy  the  difficulties  might  easily  be  sur- 
mounted, since  his  son-in-law  who  knew  most  of 
the  fishermen  upon  the  coast,  could  easily  ascer- 
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tain  which  of  them  were  difposed  to  mdce 
a  golden  Toyage  to  HoIiand»  and  bj  stealing 
down  to  the  shore  in  the  night-time,  Reuben 
might  embark,  and  get  away  in  spite  of  the 
King>  cruisers,  whid)  were  only  partially  sta- 
tioned  here  and  there. 

While  they  were  thus  consulting  together, 
Grace  came  to  take  leave  of  her  father,  prepara- 
tory  to  her  return  to  Harpsden  Hall.  Malachi 
Idssed  and  solemnly  blessed  her,  and  she  then 
tamed  to  Reuben,  and  bade  him  adieu,  declar- 
Si^  with  a  modest  tenderness,  that  she  should 
pray  for  his  safety  every  night  and  morning, 
and  expressing  her  hope,  in  her  usual  scriptural 
language,  that  when  they  next  met  it  would  be 
under  happier  circumstances. 

••  If  the  Amalekites  and  the  Philistines,  that 
now  oppress  the  children  of  Israel,  and  seek  his 
life,  are  still  to  trample  upon  us,"  said  Malachi, 
**  it  were  best  to  pray  that  he  may  safely  cross 
the  great  waters,  and  that  you  may  never  see 
him  more.^ 

"  If  this  be  the  best  for  his  safety,  this  shall 
be  my  hearty  prayer,*^  said   Grace;    but  her 
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looks  and  accents  betrajed  that»  although  sudi 
a  supplication  might  be  sincere,  it  would  hardly 
bo  made  without  an  effort,  for  her  tones  became 
tremulous,  her  piercing  black  eyes  were  suf- 
fused, and  the  colour  suddenly  flushing  to  her 
cheeks,  again  left  them  more  delicalt-ly  wwi 
than  ever.  She  knew  not  the  meaning  of  bcr 
own  sensations,  she  would  have  been  the  very 
last  person  to  suspect  it,  but  conscious  tliat  sbe 
was  confused,  and  ^mxious  to  escape  obsenra- 
tion,  she  hurried  away  ere  Reuben  had  oon- 
cluded  his  fervent  acknowledgments  for  her 
friendly  offices.  Scarcely,  Iiowever,  hod  she 
reached  the  top  of  the  steep  ascent  leading  to 
the  Downs,  when  she  suddenly  turned  back, 
and  ran  down  the  declivity  at  full  speed,  and 
with  a  totally  altered  countenance.  The  pale, 
placid,  and  melancholy-looki  ng  girl  could 
scarcely  be  recognized,  as  with  a  reddened  face 
and  neck,  distended  veins,  and  a  fierce  alarm 
flashing  from  her  eyes,  she  declared  tlial  slie 
had  seen  a  party  of  soldiers  evidently  makiDg 
for  the  farm.  At  the  first  intimation  that  ene^ 
mies  were  approaching,  her  father  bad  groped 
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lilt  way  into  the  kitchen,  and  taking  down  his 
formidable  sword  that  hung  over  the  fire-pbioe^ 
stalked  forth  towards  the  road  of  approach, 
erecting  his  gigantic  figure,  grasping  his  wea- 
pon as  if  he  would  crush  the  handle,  and  wear- 
ing a  terrible  energy  upon  his  features  as  he 
cried  out,  "  I  am  blind  like  Samson,  but  I  will 
not  be  bound  with  cords  to  make  ?port  for  mine 
enemies.  Let  me  die  with  the  Philistines !  let 
me  die  with  the  Philistines  !^'  Any  dissuauont 
founded  upon  the  self-sacrifice  he  was  thus 
asdessly  courting,  Grace  did  not  attempt  to 
advance,  because  she  knew  they  would  be  inef* 
fectual,  but  by  reminding  him  that  such  despe- 
ration would  only  excite  suspicion,  lead  pro- 
bably to  the  discovery  of  their  guest,  and  cer- 
tainly involve  his  family  in  destruction,  he 
aoffered  himself  to  be  conducted  back  to  the 
bouse,  and  exchanged  the  sword  for  the  spin- 
ning-wheel, repeatedly  ejaculating, ''  His  watch* 
men  are  bhnd — they  arc  dumb  dogs  that  can- 
not bark !"" 

His  idiot   son,  in   the  meanwhile,   had   no 
aooner  leamt  that  the  farm  was  menaced  by  the 
K  5 
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soldiers,  than  he  armed  himself  with  a  pitch- 
fork, and  nmrdiing  up  and  down  before  the 
closet  that  contained  his  favourite  whortlel)er- 
ries,  ejaculated  with  great  energy,  "Charley 
fight  for  his  whortleberries !  Charley  die  for 
his  whortleberries!'^  as  if  he  thought  the  in- 
vaders could  have  no  other  object  than  to 
possess  themselves  of  this  luxurious  store. 
■Although  he  presented  an  appearance  at  onctr 
painful  and  ludicrous,  his  fantastical  demeanour 
suggested  to  Grace  an  expedient  for  the  escape 
of  their  guest,  which  might  not  perhaps  havr 
otherwise  occuired  to  her. 

After  a  short  consultation  with  her  ovd 
agitated  thoughts,  she  desired  Ileuben  to 
hurry  up  into  the  loft  where  he  had  slept, 
and  change  clothes  with  her  idiot  brother, 
whom  slie  dispatched  after  him  for  that  pur- 
pose. Matthew  was  no  sooner  equipped  in  his 
new  habiliments,  than  she  explained  her  pur- 
pose, (for  as  she  had  always  had  him  under  her 
care,  she  had  a  clue  to  his  apprehensions,)  and 
bidding  him  make  for  the  gap  at  Abbot's  Point, 
and  not  suffer  himself  to  be  caught  by  the 
party  whom  she  pointed  out  to  him,  he  set  off 
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tly  in  the  direction  of  the  sea,  proud  of 
mnitiioa*   and  eager    to  oblige  one  to 
he  was  more  attached  than  to  any  thing 
upon  earth. 
The   feint  succeeded  perfectly.     No  sooner 
the  soldiers  caught  a  glimpse  of  him  in 
flight,  than  they  set  him  down  for  the 
ible  object  of  their  pur&uit,  and  cut 
the  Downs  at  full   speed   to  intercept 
Shuffling  and  ungainly  a»  he  was  in  all 
movemtrnts,  the  idiot  possessed  great  strength 
Uinh,  and  a  proportionate  speed,  which  de- 
red   others   from   the    awkward    manner  in 
ii  was  exeitecL     It  is  said  that   the  lap- 
l,  to  decoy  plunderers  from  its  nest,  will 
along  the  ground  with  a  drooping  wi  ngi  an 
'It  were  wounded  and  unable  to  rise,  until  it 
lured  its  pursuers  to  a  safe  distance,  when 
will  soar  into  the  air,  and  leave  them  in  the 
Some  such  instinctive  cunning  suggest- 
a  iimilar  device  to  Matthew,  for  seeing  that 
could  outstrip  his  competitors  at  pleasure, 
occaaionally  faltered  as  If  exhausted,  suffered 
to  approach  him  near  enough  to  excite 
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their  hopes,  and  then,  with  a  low  chuckle  of  tri- 
umph at  the  success  of  his  manoeuvre,  bound- 
ed,  and  shuffled,  and  scrambled  away  till  thej 
were  again  distanced.  In  this  uianner  did  he 
hold  them  in  chase  till  he  reached  Abbot's- 
Point-gap,  a  spot  where  the  lofty  cliff  had  fallen 
in,  and  to  such  as  were  not  very  solicitous  about 
their  nucks,  presented  a  means  of  clamberingf 
or  rolling  down  to  the  shore.  It  had  been  a 
favourite  resort  of  the  idiot's,  so  that  by  leap- 
ing and  sliding  down  in  a  sitting  posture,  he 
soon  found  himself  upon  the  beach,  and  would 
have  pursued  his  Hight,  but  that  he  was  tempt- 
ed to  conceal  himself  behind  one  of  the  erags, 
to  see  how  Ins  pursuers  would  accomplish  the 
descent.  By  assisting  one  another,  and  endur- 
ing a  few  falls  and  bruises,  followed  by  the  cus- 
tomary quantum  of  execrations  from  the  sufferen 
and  laughter  from  their  companions,  the  whole 
party  readied  the  shore,  and  seeing  no  boat  in 
sight,  they  took  it  for  granted  that  the  chase 
had  doubled  the  Point.  In  this  direction  thej 
accordingly  hurried  forward,  and  the  idiot, 
chuckling   at    his  having    outwitted   them,  re- 
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quiet  for  three  or  four  hours,  and  then 
walked  very  leisurely  back  to  the  farm. 

Reuben,  in  the  mean  while,  attired  in  Mat- 
thew's homely  habiliments,  quitted  the  farm 
after  a  profusion  of  thanks  to  his  noble-hearted 
friends,  interrupted  by  their  vows  and  prayers 
for  hu  safety,  and  walked  rapidly  forwards  in 
an  opposite  direction  from  the  sea,  so  as  to  re- 
move himself  as  far  as  possible  from  the  party 
that  were  pursuing  the  idiot.  Once  more  he 
found  himself  a  homeless  and  houseless  wan- 
derer, proscribed  by  the  Government,  hunted 
hy  military  and  other  bloodhounds  for  the 
price  that  had  been  set  upon  his  life,  and 
with  as  little  apparent  prospect  of  effecting 
his  escape  from  the  enemies  that  beset  him,  as 
when  he  first  fled  from  the  field  of  Sedgemoor. 
Weary  of  these  derogatory  disguises,  and  of  a 
furtive  existence  so  repugnant  to  every  feeUng 
of  his  nature,  he  felt  tempted,  in  very  despera- 
tion, to  bring  his  fate  to  immediate  issue,  by 
hastening  to  the  shore,  and  attempting  to  bar- 
gain with  some  of  the  fishermen  fur  his  convey- 
ance to  Holland.    If  he  succeeded,  it  were  well ; 
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if  they  ventured  to  arrest  him,  he  determined 
to  defend  himself  to  the  death :  in  either  alter- 
native he  would  be  relieved  from  a  humiliadoD 
and  misery  that  began  to  grow  intolerable. 
These  desponding  thoughts,  however,  were  not 
of  long  continuance.  The  recollection  of  his 
lost  parents,  and  the  ineradicable  conviction 
that  it  was  his  destiny  a&  well  as  duty  to  Lve 
for  the  elucidation  of  their  fate,  reconciled  him 
to  the  endurance  of  his  lot ;  while  the  deep  de- 
votion of  hiii  whole  heart  to  the  beautiful,  the 
sage,  tlie  magnanimous  Helen^  and  the  sweet 
hope,  however  vague  and  undefined,  that  at 
some  distant  period  he  might  be  permitted  to 
approach  her  as  a  suitor,  determined  him  to 
endure  ^vith  fortitude  any  present  probation  that 
aiForded  him  a  chance  of  such  a  glorious  re- 
ward in  future.  Painful  too  as  it  might  be  to 
creep  about  in  disguise  like  a  common  male- 
factor, there  was  something  cheering  in  the  re- 
membrance of  the  generous  heroism  evinced  by 
all  those  whose  protection  had  been  hitherto  ex- 
tended to  him,  for  it  ennobled  and  endeared  his 
fellow^reatures  to  his  heart,  and  assured  him 
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that  otber»  woukl  equally  justify  any  oonfidenoe 
he  might  hereafter  have  occasion  to  place  in 
their  good  offices. 

Whik  he  was  thus  walking  rapidly  forwards, 
too  much  absorbed  in  his  own  thoughts  to 
notice  surrounding  objects,  his  attention  was 
caught  by  a  harsh  and  angry  voice  loudly  eja- 
culating— "  Oh,  the  blood-thirsty  negers !  the 
curse  of  Cromwell  upon  the  whole  gang  of  ye 
in  this  world,  and  brimstone  and  blue  blaxet  in 
the  next  l*" — and  upon  looking  up  he  reo^nixed 
the  figure  of  his  old  acquaintance,  Norry  MoU 
loy,  tramping  towards  him  with  an  infuriated 
ooantenance  and  wrathful  gestures.  So  com- 
pletely was  she  occupied  with  her  execrations 
and  her  pasuon,  that  she  passed  him  without 
even  casting  an  eye  upon  him,  or  appearing 
conscious  of  his  presence;  but  as  Reuben 
thought  he  might  depend  upon  her,  and  felt 
that  she  was  the  most  likely  person  in  the  world 
to  extricate  him  from  his  difficulties,  he  turned 
round  to  follow  her,  saying  as  he  overtook  her 
— "  Surely  this  must  be  my  friend  Norry  Mol- 
k]j7 — "  Hooly  powers  !'*  she  exckumed»  as  she 
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gazed  upon  him,  with  a  countenance  suddenly 
altered  to  an  expression  of  compassionate  de- 
liglit;  "  Sure  I  can  swear  to  the  sweet  voice  of 
the  young  master,  for  it^s  himself  that  it  ift, 
though  he''s  dressed  like  such  a  poor  sowL 
Musha!  rest  and  pace,  and  the  blessing  of  St. 
Patrick  upon  your  head !  and  have  I  found  ye 
at  last  P"" — Reuben  was  about  to  bespeak  her 
assistance  in  getting;  him  on  board  some  vessel, 
when  she  continued  in  an  earnest  whisper— 
**  Hould  your  whisht!  hould  your  whisht  r  at 
the  same  time  pointing  to  a  cottage  whose  owner 
she  stated  had  recently  g^ven  up  one  of  the 
fugitives  to  justice,  "  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
wud  have  payed  gowlden  guineas  for  a  Aail  in 
Mick''8  cutter :"  a  circumstance  which  had 
excited  her  fiery  indignation,  either  from  the 
treacliery  of  the  act  itself,  or  from  its  having 
deprived  her  of  a  good  customer,  or  |)erhapfl 
from  a  mixture  of  both  feelings.  When  thej 
had  gained  a  safe  distance  from  the  abode  of 
such  a  suspicious  personage,  Reuben  was  again 
about  to  explain  the  predicament  in  which  lie 
stood,  but  she  interrupted  him  b}*^  exclaiming— 
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"  ATocby  pom-  boy !  don't  I  icnow  it  all  ?  didn't 
I  carry  over  to  Holland  in  our  own  laping  cut- 
ter, your  friend  Fludyer ;  he  with  the  goggle 
cjes  that  are  always  rowling,  and  the  tongue 
that  is  never  quite ;  and  soon  as  I  knew  ye 
were  in  the  scrimmage  at  Sedgemoor,  and  down 
in  the  black  list^  haven't  I  been  bating  the 
bushes,  and  tramping  the  baich,  arly  and  late, 
ikir  and  foul,  sunshine  and  moonshine,  and 
trudged  round  and  round  Goldingham  Place 
till  I  knew  the  park -paling  by  heart,  just  to  get 
m  gammer  of  ye,  honey  dear,  that  I  might  get 
je  out  of  the  grip,  and  aboard  the  Greyhound, 
and  so  just  pop  ye  down  in  Holland  beside  your 
friend  with  the  goggle  eyes  ?  ^ 

"  Truly,  my  good  friend,"  said  Reuben,  **  I 
am  infinitely  obliged  by  your  kind  intentions, 
and  I  wish  to  Heaven  we  had  sooner  encoun- 
tered. But  how  came  you  to  venture  back, 
when  you  are  yourself  as  liable  to  apprehension 
as  I  am?"" 

**  Ah,  botheration  entirely  !  is  it  an  owld  wo- 
man, like  me,  they'd  be  looking  after,  when 
they're  all  hunting  for  rebels  that  they  can  sell 
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forgowld?  By  my  sowl!  I  forfjot  all  about 
the  'ciseraaDy  the  Devil  may  choke  him^  when  I 
lariit  ye  were  in  trouble,  and  ye  the  same  that 
did  me  the  good  turn  when  I  was  put  up 
yonder." 

Reuben  was  proceeding  to  utter  his  acknov. 
!edgraents,  and  to  pay  her  some  warm  compli- 
ments upon  her  generous  and  grateful  feelings  in 
his  favour,  when  lifting  up  her  voice  and  both 
hands  at  once,  she  interrupted  him  by  calling 
out,  **Ah  now,  will  ye  jist  be  asy  wid  your 
blarney  ?  Huhbahoo  !  haven't  1  lould  ye  thai 
once  ye  done  me  a  sarvice  I  ""d  never  rest  in  pace 
till  I  cried  quits  wid  ye :  and  liad  ye  done  me 
an  injury  wouldn't  I  ha^gone  tlirough  fire  and 
water  to  have  my  revenge,  plase  God?  So  ye 
see  it's  just  nothing  at  all  at  all  but  a  dibt  Tm 
paying  ye.  And  now  spake  the  wonl,  honej 
dear,  and  tell  me  what  was  your  schame  for  get- 
ting over  the  water  to  Hans  Mundungus  and 
your  friend  wi'  the  goggle  eyes  ?" 

Reuben  declared  that  he  had  not  yet  organised 
any  plan  for  that  purpose. 

"  O  wirra  !     wirra  I     roy   darlint,**  resumed 
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Norry,  *'  I  thought  you  had  more  gumption  in 
ye!  But  never  fear;  111  find  the  manes,  and 
you  11  only  have  to  folly  where  I  lade ;  so  don't 
be  concamed  a  bit  about  it,  for  we  can*t  go  agin 
our  nature.  I H  taich  and  ye  shall  lam,  and 
•aether  time  ye  ^11  know  how  to  'scape  out  of  a 
icrimmageoT  a  little  matter  of  trason,  as  well  as 
your  friend  that  jist  made  nothing  at  all  of 
it,  or  as  owld  Norry  Molloy  that's  been  all 
her  life  at  the  work,  and  yet  here  we  are,  as 
bowld  as  brass,  good  luck  to  us  ! "  She  then 
proceeded  to  state  that  Mick*s  cutter,  after 
having  already  made  several  successful  trips 
with  passengers,  was  again  off  the  coast,  and 
that  they  had  expected  to  have  a  "  raal  gintle- 
man  "^  to  carry  over  that  very  night,  though 
from  the  information  she  had  just  learnt  at  the 
cottage,  she  believed  the  "  thief  of  the  world, 
had  given  him  up  to  the  soldiers.  Reuben, 
however,  she  suggested,  might  supply  his  place, 
when  they  would  have  a  "  raal  gintleman"  after 
all ;  in  which  case  he  would  only  have  to  betake 
himself  to  Beer-head »  *'clane  away  on  t'other 
tide  of  Lyme,"  and  prowl  about  the  IMphin 
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alc-housc,  where  she  would  meet  him  at  mid- 
night, give  liim  the  signal  of  a  whistle,  and 
accompany  him  to  the  boat.  To  this  arrange- 
ment he  very  willingly  assented,  taking  the  most 
minute  directions  how  to  find  the  public-house 
in  question ;  when  Norry,  observing  it  would  be 
safer  to  separate  for  the  present,  left  him  with 
many  hearty  valedictions  of  "  God  incrase  ye, 
my  jewel,  and  the  blessed  Virgin  protect  ye, 
and  the  hooly  St.  Patrick  befriend  yc  in  right 
amest!" 

Keeping  his  course  along  the  Downs,  where 
he  was  litde  likely  to  encounter  wayfarers  of 
any  sort.  Reuben  set  off  at  a  brisk  pace  for  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  making  a  considerable  de- 
tour inland  as  he  approached  Lyme,  and  obtain- 
ing in  his  journey  a  distant  view  of  Goldinghun 
Place,  upon  which  he  gazed  for  some  minutes 
with  a  feeling  of  deep  regret  that  he  had  ever 
quitted  its  jx?aceful  walls  ;  although  the  recol- 
lection of  Helen  Trcvanian,  and  of  the  services 
elie  had  so  nobly  rendered  him,  tended  in  some 
degree  to  reconcile  him  to  his  fate,  and  alnioft 
enamoured  him  of  the  misfortunes  which  had 
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procured  him  so  transcendant  a  benefactress. 
Of  his  unde,  indeed,  he  could  not  think  without 
many  compunctious  visitings,  though  it  was  a 
ooosolation  to  him  to  reflect  that  he  had  scru- 
pulously refrained  from  compromising  him,  and 
that  he  would  now  in  all  probability  be  speedily 
enabled  to  relieve  him  from  all  apprehension  by 
ocsnmunicating  to  him  his  safe  arrival  upon  the 
Continent.  Cheered  with  these  pleasant  anti- 
cipations he  briskly  pursued  his  way,  and  by 
making  a  few  occasional  inquiries  of  the  shep- 
herds, arrived  without  molestation  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Beer  Head,  and  discovered  the  Dolphin 
public-house,  into  which  he  entered,  relying 
upon  bis  disguise,  procured  some  refreshment, 
quitted  it  again,  and  laid  himself  down  beneath 
a  hedge  to  await  the  coming  of  the  night,  and 
the  appearance  of  his  friend  Norry  Molloy. 
Long  before  midnight,  and  for  two  hours  after 
it,  did  he  tramp  backwards  and  forwards  in  front 
of  the  Dolphin,  but  without  hearing  the  ap^ 
pointed  signal  of  the  whistle,  or  even  the  foot- 
fall of  a  single  passenger,  and  his  spirits  and 
strength  were  both  beginning  to  fail  him  when 
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he  perceived  glimmering  lights  at  soDie  distODce, 
which  upou  their  nearer  approach  lie  discovered 
to  proceed  from  torches,  borne  bv  two  men  walk- 
ing a  little  in  advance  of  iive  or  six  others,  who 
were  followed  by  a  cart  and  horse. 

Deeming  that  such  a  party  could  not  be 
making  their  way  through  the  darkness  and 
across  that  lone  country  for  any  honest  purpoee, 
and  sure,  at  all  event};,  that  they  could  bode  no 
good  to  himself,  he  peered  about  through  the 
gloom  for  some  place  of  temporary  conceal- 
ment, that  might  at  once  enable  him  to  watch 
their  proceedings,  and  remain  within  ear-shot 
of  the  Irishwoman's  signal,  should  she  still 
keep  her  appointment  A  few  yanis  above  the 
public-house,  at  the  point  of  the  angle  wher» 
the  roati  branched  off  in  two  different  directions, 
stood  a  low  pullard  oak,  with  a  thick  bu^y 
top,  into  which  he  climbed,  considering  it  well 
adapted  for  his  double  object.  Here  lie  watch- 
ed with  an  intense  interest  the  approach  of 
the  torchbearers  and  their  companions,  who,  if 
they  were  engaged  in  any  lawless  busine&s,  ap- 
peared to  confide  in  their  numbers,  and  to  be 
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uiUK^citous  of  concealment,  for  tbej  occasion- 
aUy  laughed  and  talked  aloud,  though  he  had 
not  hitherto  been  able  to  catch  a  word  of  their 
oonversation.     His  curiosity  in  this  respect  was 
soon  destined  to  be  gratified,  for  to  his  equal 
surprize  and  consternation,  they  halted  imme- 
diately under  the  tree  in  which  he  was  perched, 
drew  up  the  cart,  took    from  it  a  large  iron 
cauldron,  which    they   suspended   by  a   chain 
from  a  triangle  they  had   brought  with  them 
for  the  purpose,  and  proceeded  to  light  a  fire 
beneath  it.     So  far  they  might  have  been  taken 
for  a  gang  of   gipsies    preparing  their    mess, 
especially  when  one  of  them  was  seen  to  empty 
a  bag  of  salt  into  the  huge  boiler;  but  their 
appearance   in  other  respects   utterly   forbade 
this  interpretation.     There  were  no  females  in 
the  party,  two  of  the  men  wore  a  species  of 
uniform,  and  seemed,  from  the  orders  they  is- 
sued, to  possess  authority  over  the  others,  while 
the  whole  were  much  too  well  dressed  to  allow 
the  supposition  of  their  being  gipsies.    Reuben^s 
conjectures   as   to   their  office  and  intentions, 
soon  yielded  to  the  absorbing  interest  of  thdir 
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conversation,  from  which  he  gathered  that  the 
famous  fast-sailing  cutter,  the  Greyhound,  which 
bad  carried  off  so  many  of  the  rebels,  had  heeti 
cliased  that  morning  by  one  of  the  King's 
armed  pinnaces,  and  driven  from  the  coast; 
while  the  old  Irishwoman  that  belonged  to  il, 
had  been  seen  prowling  about  Colyton  bottom, 
and  had  very  narrowly  escaped  the  officers  who 
had  pursued  her  into  Bamcorab  Wood.  Norry 
Molloy^s  non-appearance  was  thus  fully  ex- 
plained ;  all  his  sanguine  hopes  of  her  assist- 
ance were  suddenly  and  painfully  disperved 
at  the  very  moment  that  they  seemed  to  bt 
realized ;  and,  in  addition  to  his  own  over- 
whelming disappointment,  he  had  the  miserr 
of  thinking  that  her  generous  exertions  in  hit 
behalf  might  endanger  her  life,  without  having 
oontrihuced  in  the  smallest  degree  to  the  wt- 
curity  of  his  own.  Even  these  consideratioiUy 
deeply  inportant  as  they  were,  did  not  long 
engross  his  mind,  for  his  faculties  were  now  all 
engaged  in  couteroplating  the  alarming  pro- 
ceedings of  the  party  beneath  him.  A  dark, 
thick,  and  offensive  vapour,  steaming  up  from 
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the  hiiuBg  and  ^Murkting  cauldron,  tometimeff 
envekped  him  to  completely  as  to  preclude  hix 
wring  them,  but,  upon  its  dispersing,  be  could 
pncdve  a  block,  with  a  hatchet  and  a  saw,  d^ 
poalcd  at  the  foot  of  the  tree,  while  a  ferocious- 
looking  man,  having  bared  both  his  arms,  was 
ibarpening  upon  a  stone  a  long  and  i^eaming 
knife.  In  the  belief  that  some  horrible  atrocity 
waa  about  to  be  perpetrated,  although  he  could 
not  even  guess  at  its  nature,  Reuben  drew  his 
piatols  from  his  bosom,  grasped  one  of  them  in 
each  hand,  and  resolved,  if  possible,  to  prevent 
it,  even  by  the  sacrifice  of  his  own  life.  Bend- 
ing over  the  mysterious  figures  with  this  intent, 
bia  weapons  pmnted  at  them,  and  only  a  few 
Gset  from  their  heads,  he  saw,  with  a  mingled 
Ceding  of  horror  and  surprise,  a  naked  corpse 
laken  fran  the  cart  and  dragged  to  the  root  of 
the  tree ;  its  distcnted  features,  which  betokened 
a  violent  death,  showing  ten  times  more  hideous 
■nd  ghastly  from  the  glare  of  the  torches  that 
were  held  over  it,  and  contrasting  the  pallid 
ud  appalling  ghastlineas  of  death  with  the  life- 
snimated   faces  of  the  apparent  aaiaasins  by 
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whom  the  body  was  surrounded.  They  drew 
it  up  to  the  block,  they  hacked  off  its  head 
with  the  axe,  the  knife  was  plunged  into  th« 
body,  a  grisly  gaping  wound  received  the  torch- 
light into  its  crimson  depths,  and,  to  Reuben's 
sickening  apprehotisions,  no  crew  of  cannibftls 
preparing  their  unutterable  iMinquet  ever  pre- 
scntal  a  more  hideous  and  revolting  spectacle. 
Its  real  nature  now  flashed  suddeuly  and 
with  a  withering  effect  upon  his  mind,  and 
if  any  thing  could  add  to  the  horror  of  the 
scene,  it  was  the  conviction,  the  harrowing  cer- 
taintVj  that  the  same  savage  butchery  would  be 
iinflictcd  upon  himself,  should  he  fall  into  the 
liands  of  his  enemies,  or  be  discovered  by  the 
miscreants  beneath  him.  The  deceased,  upon 
whom  these  cruel  indignities  were  being  in- 
flicted, had  been  one  of  the  rebels,  a  farmer  of 
same  note,  whose  liead,  after  being  boiled  io 
pitch  and  salt  to  preserve  it  the  longer,  had 
been  ordered  to  be  nailed  up  against  the  oik 
tree  in  the  public  road  which  led  down  to  his 
sequestered  dwelling:  M'hile  his  quarters,  pre- 
viously subjected  to  a  similar  process,  were  to 
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be  distributed  among  the  neighbouring  villages. 
As  the  man  had  been  much  beloved  by  his  nu- 
merous servants  and  labourers,  the  fear  of  their 
indignation  had  induced  the  hangman  and  his 
associates  to  execute  this  decree  in  the  night- 
time, and  had  thus  exposed  JReuben  to  the 
misery  of  being  a  spectator  of  their  incipient 
proceedings.  Of  the  loathsome  abominations 
that  followed,  he  saw  nothing,  for  he  sate  with 
dosed  eyes,  a  swimming  head,  and  a  sickness  of 
the  heart,  which  at  times  rendered  it  extremely 
difficult  for  him  to  avoid  falling  out  of  the  tree 
into  the  very  midst  of  the  mangled  remains 
and  the  ensanguined  quarterers  beneath  him. 
By  shutting  up  oil  his  senses,  however,  as  well 
as  he  could,  against  the  revolting  scene,  he  was 
enabled  to  retain  his  position  until  the  whole 
harrowing  process  was  completed,  and  the  party, 
after  having  nailed  up  the  head,  had  taken 
tbeir  departure ;  when  he  leapt  from  the  tree 
and  ran  into  an  adjoining  field,  where  he  was 
still  sufficiently  near  to  the  public-house  to 
bear  any  signal  that  might  be  made  by  Norry 
Molloy.  From  the  tidings  he  had  heard,  he 
L  2 
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had  little  or  no  hope  of  her  appearance,  aod 
was  therefore  scarcely  disappointed  when  tbtr 
morning  ligtu  reminded  him  that  his  lurking 
about  the  place  might  excite  auspicion,  while 
there  could  be  no  chance  of  the  friendly  Irish- 
woman attempting  to  get  him  on  board  in  the 
daytime.  On  the  following  night  he  deter- 
mined to  resume  his  watch,  and  in  the  mean- 
while to  remain  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  en- 
deavour to  procure  rest  and  refreshment,  of 
which  he  began  sensibly  to  feci  the  want 

Sickened,  disappointed,  and  wearied  almost 
to  exhaustion,  he  pursued  his  way  along  one  of 
the  branching  roads,  until  he  came  to  a  solitary 
cottage,  in  front  of  which  a  woman  was  occu- 
pied in  hanging  some  linen  upon  the  hedge  thai 
surrounded  a  small  garden.  Reuben  had  just 
been  complacently  reflecting  that  all  the  efforts 
hitherto  made  in  his  behalf  had  proceeded  from 
women,  who  had  not  only  preserved  his  secret 
with  inviolable  fidelity,  but  had  voluntarily 
risked  their  lives  in  his  cause ;  and  the  grati- 
tude and  admiration  which  he  felt  for  the  whole 
sex  seemed  to  sublimise  into  a  species  of  devtv 
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tioD  his  love  for  Helen,  vhom  he  conndered  lU 
brightest  and  noblest  paragon.    Every  woman 
became  exalted  in  his  eyes ;  he  believed  that  all 
were  equally  entitled  to  his  confidence,  what- 
ever might  be  their  station,  and  in  the  gentle 
crye  and  preposseraing  countenance  of  the  one 
DOW  before  him,  he  thought  he  could  trace  a 
full  confirmation  of  his  opinion.     Its  natural 
and  simple  benigiuty  was  indeed  shaded  by  an 
expression  of  deep  sorrow,  but  believing  that 
the  afflicted  are  ever  most  disposed  to  sympa- 
thize with  their  partners  in  misfortune,  this  cir- 
cumstance only  corroborated  his  first  impression, 
and  determined  him  to  seek  the  shelterof  her  cot- 
tage. As  a  means  of  precaution,  however,  he  first 
inquired  whether  her  husband  were  at  home,  to 
which  she  replied,  while  the  tears  started  into 
her  eyes,  that  she  was  now  a  poor  lone  woman, 
without  either  husband  or  son.     This  was  an 
additional  security  to  Reuben,  who  walked  in 
and  requested  to  be  furnished  with  a  breakfast 
or  refreshments  of  any  sort,  for  which  he  de- 
clared his  ability  to  pay  handsomely,  notwith- 
standing the  un{»ominng  poverty  of  his  apparel 


Such  homely  \iands  as  she  had  were  checrfulW 
placed  before  him,  and  when  he  had  concluded 
his  meal  he  intreated  permission  to  he  down  far 
a  few  hours,  earnestly  exhorting  her,  before  he 
l)etook  himself  to  the  pallet  in  an  inner  rooai, 
to  call  him  instantly  should  any  passengers  orvi. 
ftitants  present  themselves  at  the  cottage.  With 
these  injunctions  she  readily  promised  to  oooi- 
ply,  when  Reuben,  having  first  latched  the  door, 
wliich  was  the  only  fastening  it  afforded,  and 
{)laced  his  pistols  upon  a  chair  beside  him, 
stretched  himself  upon  his  humble  bed,  and 
overcome  with  his  previous  vigUs  and  e^certiow 
soon  fell  asleep. 

If  he  was  at  length  destined  to  be  deceived 
in  his  confidence  of  woman's  inflexible  fidelity, 
it  was  only  where  the  greater  virtue  supplanted 
the  lesser;  where  maternal  love,  that  paramount 
law  of  nature,  extinguislied  for  the  moment  all 
flulx>rdinatc  feelings  of  compassion,  and  ren- 
dered a  mother  capable  of  treachery  to  a  stran> 
ger,  when  she  could  thereby  purchase  life 
for  her  own  flesh  and  blood.  This  peasant  wo- 
man'sonly  son  had  joined  Monmouth *8  army,  had 
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been  taken  prisoner  after  the  battle  of  Sedge- 
moor,  and  incarcerated  at  Lyme ;  and  had 
been  for  some  time  lying  in  the  gaol,  under 
sentence  of  death.  By  a  reBnement  of  ven- 
geful policy  it  had  been  promulgated,  that  if 
any  of  the  common  people  would  bring  in 
a  rebel  of  the  better  claiis,  who  had  been  pro- 
ciumed  by  name,  they  might  demand  the  libe- 
ration of  any  individual  of  their  humble  rank, 
even  although  he  sliould  be  under  a  capital 
conviction.  This  poor  woman,  devotedly  at- 
tached to  her  son,  and  hopeless  of  saving  his 
life  by  any  other  means,  had  procured  a  list 
of  the  nominated  traitors,  over  which  she  had 
often  pored  till  she  was  blinded  by  her  tears, 
wishing  that  fate  might  throw  in  her  way  some 
such  means  of  saving  her  boy,  although  de- 
spairing of  a  good  fortune  which  presented 
itself  to  her  rather  as  a  delightful  dream, 
than  as  a  probable  occurrence.  Now,  liow- 
ever,  she  most  unexpectedly  saw  a  chance 
of  its  realization.  In  the  manner  of  Reuben's 
visit  were  many  circumstances  to  awaken  sus- 
picions, which,    when  once    aroused,  were  ea- 


gerly  fostered  by  her  maternal  feeliags.     His 
command   of  money,   his  looks,    hin    demean- 
our,   were   aU   equally   at    variance   with  bis 
poor  attire ;  while  his  desire  of  sleeping  in  the 
daytime  indicated  that  he  was  a  fugitive  and 
a  night  wanderer.     No  sooner,   therefore,  had 
he  retired  to  the  little  sleeping-room,  than  she 
applied  her  eye  to  a  crevice  in  the  door,  and 
never  withdrew  her  looks  till  she  perceived  him 
to   be  sound   asleep,   when  she  stole  into  the 
apartment  breathless   and  on  tiptoe,  and,  has^ 
tening  to  remove  his  pistols  in  the  first  instance, 
discovered  the   words   "  Reuben   Apslejf'*  en- 
graved upon  the  butt.     She  was  almost  sure 
that  she  had  seen  the  name  in  the  printed  list : 
she  drew  it  from  her  pocket — her  head,  locks, 
and  liauds,  all  trembled  together  so  vioIentK, 
OS  she  compared  the  paper  with  tlie  weapons, 
that  for  some  moments  she  was  unable  to  read; 
but  at  length  her  eyes  flared  with  a  wild  joy 
as  she  ascertained   the   identity  of  the  names. 
Again  she  crept  on  tiptoe  out  of  the  apart- 
ment, fastened  the  door  on  the  outside,    nui 
with  the  speed  of  a   maniac   to  a  station   at 
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m  nnall  diatence.  where  there  was  a  relief-guard 
of  the  soldiers  employed  in  patrolling  the 
beach,  related  her  discovery,  and  returned  with 
lix  armed  men  to  the  cottage.  Awakened  by 
the  noise  they  made  in  entering  his  room,  Reu- 
ben started  from  the  bed  to  seize  his  wea- 
pons, and  defend  himself  to  extremity ;  but 
he  was  knocked  backwards  upon  the  pallet, 
and,  after  a  short  but  desperate  struggle  against 
the  whole  party,  they  succeeded  in  forcing  ma- 
nacles upon  his  wrists,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
more  he  was  marching  under  their  escort  to- 
wards I^yme.  Stalking  a-head  of  them  with  long 
strides,  as  if  she  wished  them  to  accelerate  their 
pace,  the  peasant  woman  tossed  her  arms  tri- 
umphantly into  the  air,  repeatetlly  cpcclaiming 
in  a  wild  and  incoherent  manner,  "  My  Willy  ! 
my  own  Willy  !  don't  forget  you  're  to  give  me 
up  my  Willy  !  Remember,  I  'm  to  have  my 
Willy  !*"  After  which  she  applied  a  variety 
of  endearing  epithets  to  lier  Iwy,  and  seemed 
to  be  half  delirious  in  the  proa|)cct  of  recover- 
ing him  from  the  jaws  of  death. 

Upon  their  arrival  at   the  prison,  she  ran 
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eagerly  up  to  the  gaoler,  shouted  out  the  name 
of  the  prisoner  she  brought  with  lier,  remind- 
ing  him  that  he  was  one  of  the  proclaimed  re- 
belst  and  impatiently  demanded  to  have  her 
son  given  up  to  her  upon  the  instant ! 

"  Here  'b  a  coil  about  your  boy  i  as  if  no- 
body had  ever   had  a  rogue  of  a  son  in  limbo 
before,*^   said   the   gaoler,   who  was  ct^nversuig 
with   a  friend,  and   liked    not   this   clamorous 
interruption.    "What  was  the  fellow's  name?" 
"William  Yelvertan  T  replied  the  woman. 
"  Of  what  place  ?" 
«  Of  Holras-end-lane/* 
*'  Ay  ;  we  hadn't  many  under  the  letter  Y,*" 
said  the  gaoler,  turning   to  a  large  book,  in 
which,  from  the  great  number  of  the  phsoner&» 
he  had  been  obliged  to  enter  them  alphabtrti- 
cally :  "let^s  see — W,  X,  Y — ay,  here  he  is! 
Yelverton,  William,  of  Holms-end-lane,  aged 
18 :  is  that  him  ?" 

"  Bless  him  I  that  ^s  his  age :  and  that 's  my 
dear  Willy,  sure  enough  !"" 

"Why  then    he  was  hanged  yesterday  af- 
ternoon r 
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"  What  !*  screamed  the  woman,  in  a  wild 
agony. 

**  He  was  hanged  yesterday  afternoon !"  re- 
peated the  gaoler,  turning  round  the  book, 
pointing  mth  his  fore-finger  to  the  entry,  and 
resuming  his  conversation  with  his  friend. 

With  eyes  almost  starting  from  her  head 
the  wretched  woman  gazed  horror-stricken  upon 
the  record  of  her  son's  doom,  clasped  her 
hands  sharply  together,  uttered  a  piercing 
■hiiek,  that  made  the  whole  building  re-echo, 
and  fell  backwards  on  the  fioor. 

What  became  of  her,  Reuben  had  no  means 
of  ascertaining,  for  he  was  marched  forwards 
into  the  penetralia  of  the  prison,  and  with 
a  heavy  heart  heard  the  great  gates  closed 
behind  him. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


"  Though  of  aU  these  pleajsures  past, 
Nothing  now  rpmnins  nt  laitt. 
But  remembrance,  poor  relief ! 
That  more  makes  than  mends  my  grief, 
She'B  my  minds  companiun  still, 
Hbu^tc  Envy's  evil  will. 
She  doth  tell  me  where  to  borrow 
Comfort  in  the  midst  of  sorrow, 
Makes  the  desolatest  place 
To  her  presence  be  a  groee, 
And  the  blackest  diflcontPnts, 
To  be  pleasing  ornaments/* 

GtOROC   WlTHXK. 


"  Pardij  fion  cher  r  said  Sir  HarcourT^ 
Slingsby,  taking  a  feather  from  the  Squire's 
cuff,  and  tapping  off  the  dust  from  his  sleeve  ; 
**  Fashion  is  mj  polestar,  my  Jacob's  staff, 
my  loadstone,  and  my  damask  rose ;  but  as  to 
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my  being  a  venatorial  man  of  the  mode,  as  to 
my  worrying  myself  that  I  may  torment  a  hare, 
aa  to  my  hunting  with  you  to-nYorrow,  may 
ray  periwig  be  singed  with  lightning,  if  I  can 
Uaten  to  the  proposition.  No  man  who  wears 
a  noble  or  polite  garniture  should  compromise 
it  in  such  a  dangerous  pursuit ;  for  your  poor 
Puss,  however  innocent  she  may  show,  is  a 
vengeful  and  malignant  animal,  who  invariably, 
as  I  have  observed,  betakes  herself  to  the 
slopfnest  and  most  miry  roads,  where  her  pur- 
suers must  inevitably  commit  suicide  upon  their 
own  wigs,  cravats,  and  Flanders  lace."^ 

"Whoop!  Baronet,  if  you  heard  my  spotted 
Utch  Venus  give  tongue  after  a  retrieve,  sink 
nie !  if  you  would  ever  lie  snoring  a-bed  when 
die  huntsman  wound  the  reveil.  As  to  wigs  I 
generally  hunt  in  a  close  bob,  out  of  which  I 
have  previously  knocked  the  powder  by  dusting 
it  with  my  hunting  whip.*^ 

"  Pardon  me,  Squire,  but  I  am  the  next  of 
kin  to  the  last  man  that  was  hanged  for  ^leep- 
ftfialing,  if  your  powder  does  not  deserve  to 
bt  horsewhipped  every  hour  of  its  inodhfoas 
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existence.  Honour  me  with  a  commission  to 
Marechal^  and  I  will  send  you  from  London 
some  of  his  tuberose,  amber,  or  frangiponr, 
with  a  vase  of  his  pomatum,  the  l>e5t  in  Europe, 
made  from  Iambus-caul  and  maydcw.  Favour 
mc  with  your  opinion  of  this  snuff,  and  prytboe 
admire  the  box;  it  is  the  first  day  it  has  seen 
tlic  light ;  and  may  I  be  six  weeks  behind  ibe 
fasliion,  if  it  have  not  one  of  the  prettiest  joints 
in  Christendom.** 

**  Hey,  whoop,  yoicks !"  shouted  the  Squire, 
not  noticing  this  invitation  ;  "  yonder  goes  red- 
nosed  Ral])h  with  my  roan  hunter.  There 's  a 
horse  for  you,  Sir  Harcourt;  one  of  my  own 
breeding,  too.  Sink  me  !  there 's  nobody  under* 
stands  horseflesh  better  than  red-nosed  Ralph. 
Poor  fellow !  he  's  still  lame  from  his  accident 
at  the  old  Cavalier^s  funeral.  Yes,  I  tell  ye 
who  knew  something  about  a  horse: — Dick,  tb* 
gypsy.  He  stole  one  of  mine,  a  black  gelding, 
coal  black,  fifteen  hands  high,  rising  seven,  with 
a  star,  snip,  and  one  white  foot.  And  what  do 
you  think  he  left  me  in  exchange?  A  leao 
pyed  mare,  not  ten  hands  high,  risng  two  and 
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twentj,  narrow-jawed,  sour-headed,  saddle- 
backed,  goose-Tumped,  hip-shot,  foundered,  wi-* 
ther-wrung,  and  mooo-blind.  Haugb !  haugh ! 
haugh!  Clever  fellow,  that  Dick.  Lookye, 
Sir  Harcourt ;  you  shall  ride  my  Roan  if  you  11 
go  a-hunting  with  us  to-morrow." 

**  What !  to  have  a  heavy-heelcd  groom 
stumping  into  my  bedroom  at  four  oVlock,  with 
a  lantern  in  his  hand ;  to  be  startled  with  the 
cracked  voices  of  huntsmen,  the  clamour  of 
bugle-homs,  the  baying  of  hounds,  and  the 
yelping  of  curs;  to  mount  a  vicious  animal  and 
ride  him  full  tilt  against  a  five-barred  gate ;  to 
toas  up  for  lives,  in  short,  with  a  fox  or  a  hare, 
or,  what  is  worse,  to  splash  my  Chedreux, — 
pardon  me,  Squire,  but  may  I  wear  dirty  sky- 
coloured  ribbons  for  my  sword-knot,  if  I  hold 
it  quite  fair  to  Sir  Harcourt  Slingsby  to  pit 
him  against  Monsieur  Reynard.  You  are  look- 
ing at  my  gloves,  I  see ;  I  flatter  myself  the 
fringe  is  piquant,  the  cut  urbane,  the  embrcN- 
dery  debonair,  the  perfume  prepossessing,  the 
tout^naemble  jaunty  and  ingratiating.  I  pique 
myaelf  upon  being  always  bUn  gantiJ^ 


Although  the  gloves  in  question  were  uidi 
putably  modelled  after  an  exquisite  and  ini 
able  fashion,  they  had  occupied  no  share  in 
Squire's  thoughts.  He  had  caught  a  glim 
of  his  sister  Emily:  his  own  embarrassments, 
and  the  destitute  plight  in  which  his  ruin  would 
leave  her,  flashed  upon  his  mind;  and  his  eye 
fell,  half  unconsciously,  upon  the  Baroinet*s 
hand,  as  he  wished  to  himself  that  he  could  see 
the  glove  withdrawn,  and  the6ngcrs  occupied  in 
placing  the  wedding-ring  upon  one  of  Emily'i 
All  his  manoeuvres  and  machinations  for  accoffl 
plishing  this  most  desirable  event  had  been 
hitherto  unavailing.  She  had  l>een  throini 
as  much  as  possible  into  his  society  :  all  her 
little  stock  of  accomplishments  had  been  care- 
fully brought  forward.  But  although  Sir  Har- 
court  had  cordially  expressed  his  general  admi- 
ration of  her  character,  and  more  particularh 
of  her  spirited  and  uncompromising  defence  d 
her  friend  Helen  Trevanian,  he  hail  never  dc 
viated  from  the  invariable  courtesy  that  mark 
his  conduct  towards  aU  females,  into  any 
those  warmer  and  more  pointed  devoirs,  which 
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might  indicate  b  personal  attachment  to  the 
individual.  Her  brother  had  lost  no  opportu* 
nity  of  extolling  her  merits,  sometimes  with  a 
coarseness  that  hardly  atoned  for  its  sincerity, 
and  always  after  a  fashion  more  characteristic 
of  himself  than  complimentary  to  the  object  of 
hit  encomiums.  Seizing  every  occasion  to  sti- 
nulate  his  friends  sluggish  perceptions,  as  to 
Emily's  superior  qualifications  for  a  wife,  he 
punued  lus  favourite  project  in  their  present 
eoiloquy  by  an  interrogatory  that  would  seem, 
St  the  first  hearing,  to  have  little  immediate 
ooanexion  with  the  object  he  had  in  view.— ^'  I 
My,  Sir  Harcourt,  do  you  remember  my  flea- 
Intten  grey  mare,  Juno,  that  died  of  the  glan- 
ders, and  Bob  Fenwick's  laughing  at  me  for 
snivelling  when  I  buried  her  ?  Sink  me  !  there 
was  a  beauty ! — there  was  a  mare  !  I  shall 
never  see  such  another.  Poor  Juno  !  she  would 
follow  me  about  the  grounds  like  a  dog :  only 
to  call  out  her  name,  and  she  would  winny,  run 
up,  and  rub  her  head  against  my  shoulder.  I 
never  see  Emy  without  thinking  of  her.'* 

"Ine^bly  flattering  to  Miss   Hartfield !" 
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aaid  Sir  Harcourl;  "  but  may  I  be  caught  wilh 
my  periwig  enpapiliotes  if  I  can  iaimLtliatdv 
trace  ttie  affinity  between  them.^ 

*'  Whoop  !  but  I  can  Uiough  ;  and  sink  me^ 
tf  I  know  which  I  loved  the  best,  nor  which  of 
them  had  the  best  temper  and  the  kindest 
heart.  No  likeness  between  them  !  *Sblood ! 
you  might  have  taken  them  fur  twine.  Juno 
was  rather  hot>  and  a  trifle  ungovernable  in  the 
mouth  ; — so  is  Emy.  Emy  doesn't  show  much 
blood  in  the  pastern  and  fetlock  jointi  doC 
thorough-bred ; — no  more  was  Juno  :  but  both 
dean  made,  and  as  well  set  up  on  their  hauncbea 
as  any  girl  or  mare  in  Dorsetshire.  Juno  car- 
ried a  good  forehand ; — so  doe^  £my»  Juno 
had  a  prime  constitution,  a  rare  feeder;  and 
Emy  used  to  be  as  bouncing  and  as  hearty  a 
lass  as  Juno,  though  she  has  got  a  little  out 
of  condition,  and  not  quite  so  fresh  as  she  used 
to  1k'.  Ah !  Sir  Harcourl !  there  ^s  the  girl 
that  uiJl  make  a  rare  wife  whenever  she  marries^*' 

"  Freckle  me,  Squire,  if  I  doubt  it,  for  she 
seems  a  must  inteUigent,  amiable,  and  warm- 
hearted girl,  though   she  has   a   modicum  d 
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mawoaUe  honte  and  a  trifle  of  gattcherie  to  get  rid 
of  before  she  can  be  pronounced  thoroughly 
modish  and  degage  in  her  manner.  What  are 
the  young  rurals  about  that  they  come  not  for- 
vard  to  claim  so  buxom  a  prize  ?  Marriage  is 
a  troublesome  ceremony,  which  I  myself  have 
not  the  courage  to  go  through  ;  I  leave  it  to  my 
tradespeople;  indeed  it  seems  just  adapted  for 
the  lower  orders.  Making  love— a  most  mono- 
tonous and  fulsome  process  ; — going  to  church 
—solemn  and  lachrymose  as  a  funeral : — young 
women  fainting,  old  ones  whimpering— the 
bride  in  hysterics,  and  the  groom  Uwking  as  if 
be  were  going  to  be  hanged  instead  of  marrietl ; 
then  the  noise  and  hubbub,  bells  ringing, 
friends  drinking  your  health,  and  wishing  you 
joy,  servants  with  great  nosegays  and  white 
favours — all  deplorably  ungentecl.  May  I 
carry  sweet  snuff  if  I  can  understand  how  de- 
cent people  bring  themselves  to  practise  such 
vulgarity  r 

**  Whoop !  Baronet,  the  world  must  be 
ourried  on." 

**  So    must    sedan-chairs,    but    I   have    no 
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ambjtinn  to  be  one  of  the  chairmen.     By  the 
by.  Squire,  I  have  the  prettiest  French  sedu 
sent   me  over  by   De   Grammonty  lined  with 
Philamott  velvet,    which   relieves    my   blonde 
penique  a  merteille :  a  small  mirror  let  into 
the  lining  on  either  side,  and  another  in  front; 
a  pocket  for  my  fleur  d*orange  and  ponianden, 
a  second  for  my  snufP  box  ;  drap  de  Bern  at  top 
to  keep  out  the  rain ;  a  fringed  loop  to  tie  up 
my  sword ;  silver  serpents  for  handles  to  the 
doors;  and  mouldings,  amis,  and  tassels  of  the 
same  metal : — a  pretty  toy  enough  to  carry  one 
to  dinner  at  Lockett's  or  Chatoh'n's;  and  when 
1    first   published    it   in    Bow    Street    and   tht 
Piazzas,  I  am  the  descendant  of  a  dustman  if 
my  four  footmen  had  not  euough  to  do  to  keep 
off  the  mobile." 

In  this  species  of  fashionable  chit-chat  the 
Baronet,  runnipg  on  with  a  careless  tliough 
always  an  elegant  fluency,  would  occaaionttllj 
utter  sentiments  which  corresponded  rather 
with  the  prevalent  opinions  of  the  mode,  than 
with  the  real  feelings  of  his  own  heart.  Of 
this  nature   had  been    his  observations  upon 
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marriage,  which,  however,  he  had  purposely  ad- 
vanced to  check  the  importunity  of  hia  host, 
who  somewhat  too  obviously  betrayed  his  wishes 
with  respect   to   Emily.      Never  was  there  a 
more  complete  illustration  of  the  adage,  that  an 
injudicious  friend  is  worse  than  an  enemy ;  for, 
in   spite  of  her  mauvaise  honle  and  gaucherie^ 
when  ^e  was  quiescent,  and  the  undue  vehe- 
mence of  her  feelings  when  they  were  aroused. 
Sir  Harcourt  had  a  respect  for  Emily^s  cha- 
racter, though  he  revolted  from  the  notion  of 
being   talked  and  tutored  into  a  penchant^  by 
the  coarse,  clumsy,   and  palpable  contrivances 
of  her  brother.     To  one  who  had  been  long 
conversant   with   artificial   manners,    with    the 
brazen  confidence,  affected    suavity,  licentious 
latitude,  or  pert  vivacity  of  the  Court  females, 
most  of  whom,  whatever  might  be  their  diffe- 
rent disguises,  practised  the  same  vices  in  pri- 
vate, there  was  something  inexpressibly  attrac- 
tive   in    £mily'*s    comparative    naivete.      Her 
blushing   bashfulness   was  an  evidence  of  her 
imsocence;  her  angry  earnestness,  however  it 
might  violate  the  decorum  of  polished  life,  at 
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least  attested  the  blunt  hone&ty  of  her  charac- 
ter ;  and  both,  independently  of  their  intiin- 
aic  recommendations,  possessed  in  his  eyes  the 
paramount  charm  of  novelty.  Tliou^  ht 
really  despised  the  fashionable  world,  of  whidt 
he  was  the  acknowledged  leader,  he  hod  a  latest 
horror,  however,  of  its  riiUculc;  and  tlie  fearof  its 
being  said  that  he  who  might  have  chosen  among 
all  the  titled  belles  of  Whitehall,  had  suffered 
himself  to  be  cajoled,  by  a  bumpkin  of  a  coun- 
try Squire>  into  a  marriage  with  his  raw  ird- 
cheeked  sister,  haunted  him  witli  redouhled 
force  when  his  clownish  host  blurted  out  anv 
of  these  broad  hints,  and  determined  him  not 
to  compromise  himself  in  word,  look,  or  actiao. 
"  Whoop  !  sink  me  !  Sir  Harcourt,"  said  the 
Squire,  vexed  and  disappointed  at  his  djatnbe 
against  matrimony,  which  he  considered  to  be 
a  complete  damper  to  his  hopes ;  **  I  suppost 
you  will  hold  it  vulgar  next  to  play  shuffle* 
board,  thougli  you  've  promised  me  a  game  this 
many  a  morning.  What  say  you  ?  Shall  1 
stake  my  gold  watch  against  your's  ? — llfine  is 
a  Tompion,  your's  Aspenwold's ;  and  both  about 
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the  same  Talue^  I  suppose.  Mine^  to  be  sure, 
belonged  to  my  poor  old  father,  but  I  can  tell 
bj  its  ticking  that  it  feels  melancholy  at  being 
left  behind,  when  all  the  trees  and  half  the 
acres  have  walked  off  from  the  Rookery. 
—Whoop  I  who  wants  fathers  or  godfathers  ? 

'  He  that  wears  a  brave  bouI,  and  dares  handsomely  do. 
Is  a  herald  to  himself,  and  a  godfather  trxi.' 

Hey  !  Yoicks  !  Tantivy  !  'Sblood  !  I  'm  in  rare 
spirits.    Haugh  !  haugli !  haii^h  !*' 

Sir  Harcourt  having  signified  his  readiness 
to  join  him  in  any  sport  that  might  afford  him 
diversion,  they  proceeded  to  the  hall,  which 
they  had  no  sooner  entered  than  the  Squire 
inquired,  w^ith  a  distasteful  look,  the  meaning  of 
the  perfumed  smoke  that  pervaded  the  place. 

*'May  my  periwig  olfact  of  tobacco,  if  this 
be  not  a  graceful  innovation  of  Miss  IlartfieUrs,^ 
laid  Sir  Harcourt.  "  On  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  dogs  that  quarter  themselves  in  the  hall, 
I  was  yestenlay,  in  crossing  it,  obliged  to  refer 
to  my  pomander,  and  your  sister  then  promised 
me  that  she  would  correct  the  evil,  for  which 
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attention  I  hold  mjaelf  her  debtor.  I  must 
send  youj  however,  some  of  SilvaaPs  pa^tiUet. 
scented  with  musk  and  calemhiic.'*^ 

'*  Buzz  I  Sir  Harcourt ;  give  me  the  good 
old  times,  when  our  halls  always  smelt  of  mett 
and  March  l>eer,  and  the  floor  was  well  slrem^ 
with  do|^'s  Jung  and  marrow-hones.  The  best 
{>erfumes  then  came  from  the  buttery  hatch 
and  the  great  cellar,  when  half-a-dozen  block 
jacks  stood  at  the  door,  and  a  rich  smell  of 
damp  saw-dust  and  spilt  wine  rose  steaming  up 
from  below.  Come  on,  Baronet ;  I  ought  to  be 
lucky  in  the  old  hall ;  for  there  *s  a  horse-shoe 
nailed  to  the  threshold,  and  a  clove  of  garhck 
stuck  over  the  door.  So  here  goea  for  your 
gold  Aspenwold.** 

A  huge  pair  of  antlers  were  nailed  to  the 
wall  above  the  shuffle-board,  and  the  Squire 
gave  a  long  and  animated  account  of  his  father^s 
exploits  in  following  up  the  stag  to  which  thev 
had  belonged,  until  he  had  leapt  over  the  diff 
at  Beer-head,  and  had  been  dashed  to  pieces. 
To  this  narrative  the  Baronet  gave  mucli  morr 
of  his  attention  than  to  the  game,  su  that  hii 
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anUgonist  inarched  off  in  triumph  with  the 
g(^ea  prize,  dangling  it  by  the  chain,  and 
venting  a  horse  laugh  at  his  success;  chuckling 
lew,  however,  at  the  value  of  what  he  had 
won,  than  at  the  hope  that  his  guest,  who  had 
hitherto  declined  high  play,  might  graduaUy 
be  lured  on  to  more  important  stakes.  It  had 
now  become  absolutely  necessary  that  some- 
body should  be  heavily  pigeoned,  for  an  unin- 
terrupted run  of  ill-luck  in  his  desperate  gam- 
Ming  with  others  had  completed  the  derange- 
ment of  his  finances.  Already  was  his  estate 
mortgaged  to  its  full  value ;  from  his  inability 
to  pay  the  interest,  some  of  the  parties  were 
threatening  to  foreclose,  while  his  recklessness 
and  prodigality  increasing  as  his  affairs  became 
more  deeply  involved,  he  never  dreamt  of  any 
restriction  upon  his  extravagnnco,  except  from 
an  actual  want  of  the  moans  to  gratify  it 
**  What  was  the  use  of  any  savings  now  ?"  he 
aaked  himself  in  a  sort  of  apologctical  soliloquy. 
They  might  have  been  available  once,  but  the 
time  was  gone  by :  nothing  could  redeem  him 
but  deep  play,  and  a  run  of  good  luck,  for  it 
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must  turn  some  time  or  other.  In  the  meao 
while  a  short  life  and  a  merry  one  was  his 
motto.  If  he  must  go  to  the  Devil,  he  would 
go  like  a  gentleman  and  a  jolly  Squire  as  be 
was;  he  would  blow  up,  with  his  hounds, 
hunters,  and  racers,  roundabout  him;  thccbirrt 
and  the  alc-butls  should  flow  freely  while  be 
yet  kept  the  key  of  the  cellar  door,  and  the 
old  Rookery  should  ring  to  the  echo  of  hit 
buin(>er  toasts,  the  shouts  of  jolIiBcation,  and 
the  rattle  of  the  dice-box,  before  the  cursed 
mortgagees  came  with  their  infernal  lawyers 
and  parchments  to  unearth  him  like  a  hunted 
fox,  to  rout  him  out,  and  perhaps  bring  the  an- 
cient scat  of  his  ancestors  to  the  hammer,  awl 
knock  it  down  to  some  such  rich  city  huncki 
as  old  Goldingham. 

'*  Whoop !  sink  me !  if  that  be^wigged  and 
be-ribboned  coxcomb.  Sir  Harcourt,  would  but 
nibble  at  the  bait,*'  continued  the  Squire,  as  he 
walked  up  and  down  the  dining-room ;  "  and 
either  play  dice-doublets  for  hundreds,  or  strike 
up  to  Emy ;  or  if  she  herself  were  not  such  a 
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Uushingy  open-hearted  nmpleton,  surely  she 
might  have  managed  to  coax,  wheedle,  bam- 
boozle, or  brow-beat  him  into  some  sort  of  an 
avowal,  of  which  advantage  might  be  taken ; 
but  the  deuce  take  the  noodle,  she  has  no  more 
cunning  than  a  blind  buzzard.  I  would  bully 
kim  myself  into  the  match,  but  curse  the 
fieDow,  fop  and  Jack-a-dandy  as  he  is,  I  believe 
he  would  €ght  a  duel  with  as  much  indiflerence 
as  he  would  take  a  pinch  of  snuff.  Confusion  ! 
tiiere  ^s  Collison  duns  me  publicly,  and  Tyrrel 
threatens  an  execution.  All  will  be  blown  if 
I  can't  raise  a  thousand,  and  who  the  deuce  to 
^pply  to,  hang  me  if  I  know,  for  Sir  Harcourt 
must  not  discover  my  poverty,  or  he  will  never 
go  deep  at  the  doublets.  There  ^s  Sir  Am- 
brose, indeed,  but  he  has  latterly  been  smirking 
and  smickering  at  £my ;  and  if  he  could  bring 
himself  to  decide  upon  any  thing,  we  mi^ht 
perhaps  hook  him,  after  we  have  dangled 
the  bait  a  little  longer  before  f  other.  Sir 
Ambrose  never  plays — the  cash  must  be 
bady  so  sink  me!  if  I  don't  ask  him  to  lend 
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it.  Hey !  whoop !  yoicks !  tantivy !  who's 
afraid  ? 

*  There  were  three  men  came  out  of  the  Weti, 
To  make  s&ltpetre  strong', 
To  turn  it  into  gunpowder. 

For  to  charge  the  King'g  cannon.' 

'Sblood  \  nobody  can  say  I  don't  keep  it  up  to 
the  last— game  to  the  backbone— rare  spiriti. 
Uaugh  !  haugh  r 

Sir  Ambrose,  at  this  juncture,  although  en- 
gaged to  return  to  the  Rookery,  had  gone  to 
spend  a  few  days  with  Sir  Carroll  Crockatt,  an 
opportunity  of  which  tlie  Squire  gladly  arailcd 
himself  to  make  a  written  application,  aod 
spare  himself  the  pain  of  a  personal  petidon. 
He  accordingly  sate  down  and  penned  thr 
following  letter  :— 

Hooker}',  Tuesday  Morning' 

"  My  dear  Sin  Ambrose, 

*'  Circumstances  which  I  neetl  not  state,  as  th«i 
are  merely  of  a  temporary  nature,  having  ot> 
casioned  me  to  be  uncommonly  hard  run  for 
cash,  sink  me!  if  I  shall  not  feel   particularly 
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obliged  by  your  favouring  me  with  a  loan  of  a 
thouaand  for  a  short  time.  I  make  no  apology^ 
my  dear  fellow,  for  this  application,  because, 
from  your  numerous  professions  of  friendship, 
I  am  sure  you  would  wish  me  to  give  you  a 
preference. 

**  Yours,  my  dear  Sir  Ambrose, 

"  Mabmaduke  Habtkeld." 

The  Squire  was  too  old  a  campaigner  in  pe^ 
cuniary  skirmishes  to  trust  this  epistle  to  any 
uncertain  conveyance,  well  knowing  that  many 
viae  men  of  the  world  have  an  established  mode 
of  suffering  such  an  unwelcome  application  t<» 
niflcarry,  and  so  pass  it  over  sub-silentio ; 
although,  after  a  lapse  of  some  weeks,  they  will 
most  pathetically  admit  that  it  has  just  come  to 
hand — a  delay  the  more  truly  to  be  def^ored, 
because  the  spare  money  which  would  have 
been  most  cheerfully  at  the  disposal  of  the 
applicant  a  little  while  before,  was  now  unfor^ 
toaately  invested,  every  farthing  of  it,  in  a 
mortgage.  To  prevent  any  evasions  of  this 
•ort,  he  entrusted  the  missive   to  his  worthy 


JM0 


BEUBEK    APSLEY 


coadjutor  Chinnery,  instructing  him  to  csD 
mod  deliver  it  into  Sir  Ambrose's  own  hand. 
This  was  punctually  executed,  and  on  theneit 
day  he  received  the  following  answer,  writleo  to 
a  stifFj  legible,  official- looking  hand^  witli  even 
point  and  comma  carefully  in  its  place ;  the 
whole  in  an  envelope  of  thick  papier  with  gih 
edgeS)  tied  round  with  a  narrow  silk,  secund 
at  both  ends  by  the  emblazoned  arms  of  the 
seal,  and  addressed,  Marmaduke  Hart£el(i, 
Esq.  &c.  &c.  &C.     The  Rookery.      {Private,) 


"  My  dear  Sir, 

'*  I  have  the  lionour  to  acknowledge  the  ^^ 
ceipt  of  your  favour  of  yesterday'^s  date,  settiDfc 
forth  that  circumstances  which  you  need  imX 
state,  as  they  were  merely  of  a  temporary  nature, 
having  occasioned  you  to  be  uncommonly  hinl 
run  for  cash,  you  would  be  particularly  obliged 
by  my  favouring  you  with  a  loan  of  a  thousand 
— {meanittg  pounds^  I  presume.) 

"With  regard  to  this  proposition,  it  is  not  onlj 
particularly  painful  to  me,  but  decidedly  dis- 
tressing to  be  compelled  to  confess,  that  I  cannot 
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Gonaistently  sanction  your  BoliciUttion.  If  my 
pecuniary  powers  be  copious  and  considerable, 
the  ciums  upon  them  are  not  only  very  various, 
but  oi  much  magnitude ;  while  my  connections 
in  the  Commons,  and  the  maturing  of  my  mea- 
sures with  the  Ministry,  are  continually  calling 
upon  me  for  different  disbursements.  How 
you  can  be  embarrassed  with  so  productive  a 
property,  I  can  neither  comprehend  nor  con- 
jecture; but  as  you  state  your  troubles  to 
be  temporary,  they  will,  of  course,  soon  termi- 
nate :  and  my  real  regard  for  you  makes  me 
anxious  not  to  add  another  testimony  to  the 
moral  maxim,  that  he  who  lends  upon  loan  only 
forfeits  his  friend,  at  the  same  time  that  he  is 
casting  away  his  cash. 

•*0n  Friday  next  I  propose  myself  the  plea- 
sure of  returning  to  your  hospitable  house,  when 
I  hope  to  find  that  there  is  little  in  my  letter 
to  call  for  any  division  between  us.  You  will 
shortly  see  that  you  have  not  formed  any  erro- 
neous estimate  of  my  faithful  friendship,  as  I 
afaall  be  then  happy  to  give  you  the  advantage 
of  my  advice,  and  by  the  contribution  of  my 
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counsel,  do  all  in  my  power  towards  the  faciliu- 
tion  of  your  finance. 

*^In  the  meantime,  and  always,  (with  my  par- 
ticular devoira  to  Miss  Hartfield,)  I  beg  you  to 
accept  the  assurance  of   the  real  regard  witb 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  be» 
**  My  dear  Sir, 
"  Your  very  devot«l  humble  servant, 
"And  faithful  friend, 

^'  Am  b  r  OS  r  J  Essor." 


*'  Whoop !  Curse  the  pragmatical  prig ! "  cried 
the  Squire,  tearing  up  the  letter  in  a  passion, 
and  scattering  the  fragments  in  the  air;  **I  ww 
wrong  to  ask  such  a  cold-blooded,  jx>mpou5— 
*sblood!  I  should  like  to  double-thong  him 
with  my  hunting-whip."  Emily,  who  had  en- 
tered the  room  uiiperceived,  now  put  her  ann 
gently  over  his  shoulder,  and  looking  affection- 
ately in  his  face,  exclaimed,  "My  dear,  dear 
Marmaduke !  how  comes  it  that  you  have  lattedj 
always  something  to  vex  and  annoy  you  ?*" 

"  Yoicks !     tantivy  !    tallyho  !  "  shouted  her 
brother,  placing  one  hand  on  tlie  back  of 
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chair,  and  leaping  repeatedly  over  the  seat, 
^  does  that  look  as  if  I  were  vexed  or  annoyed  P 
I  \n  ready  to  come  over  a  stick  for  the  King  with 
any  fellow  in  Dorsetshire.  I  have  a  cast  of  sea- 
soned hawks,  five  couple  of  spaniels,  a  pack  of 
staunch  hounds,  a  rare  stud  both  of  hunters  and 
racers,  a  main  of  game-cocks,  capital  greyhounds 
far  couraingy  old  wine  in  my  cellar,  a  bale  of 
dice  in  my  sleeve,  a  chink  of  guineas  in  my 
pocket,  and  the  prettiest  girl  for  a  sister  within 
ten  miles  of  Lyme ;  why  then  should  I  be  faint- 
hearted P  Hurra!  I  have  some  proper  copers 
coming  to  dine  with  me  to<day — 

'  Come  lay  by  your  cares,  and  hang  up  your  sorrow  ; 
Drink  on — ^he  'a  a  sot  that  e'er  thinks  of  to-morrow/ 

la  that  the  tune  of  the  old  song  P  Vexed ! — 
Whoop!  that's  capital— haugh!  haugh,haughr' 
**  Ah,  Marmaduke  I  Marmaduke !  these  may 
be  high  spirits,  but  they  are  not  happy  ones. 
What  would  I  not  give  to  see  you  as  uniformly 
cheerful  and  gay  as  you  once  used  to  be !  Don't 
joa  remember  how  you  would  dance  and  sing 
irith  me,  and  how  you  rattled  and  laughed  when 
M  5 
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ve  rode  out  togothcri  and  how  you  used  to  go 
whistling  about  the  grounds,  and  play  with  your 
dogs,  and  fly  your  hawks,  and  pat  aud  c-aiesi 
your  favourite  horses,  aud  be  as  happy  as  the  day 
was  long  ?  But  now  you  are  contiaually  out  uf 
humour ;  you  are  often  agitated  ;  you  clench 
your  fists  and  talk  angrily  to  yourself  as  jou 
are  walking ;  you  frequently  pass  me  without 
speaking  or  even  appearing  to  see  me  ;  ym 
spurn  your  dogs  away  with  your  foot  when  ibej 
fawn  upon  you,  and  take  no  pleasure  in  jour 
horses ;  or  if  you  do  ride,  you  bring  them  back 
foaming  and  spur-galled^  as  you  never  used  (o 
do  before." 

"  Buzz  I  Emy,"  said  the  Squire,  tuniiiig 
peevishly  away,  "you  are  a  silly  girl,  and  lu»w 
nothing  about  the  matter.** 

"  My  dearest  brother,"  resumed  Emily,  shak- 
ing her  bead,  and  again  gazing  fondly  upOD 
his  face,  *'  I  cannot  be  mistaken  in  that  coun- 
tenance ;  it  is  quite  different  from  what  it  wsi 
formerly :  it  is  always  either  care-worn  sod 
haggard,  or  flushed  and  angry.  SometinKir 
indeed^  there  is  a  dreadful  gaiety  about  it ;  but 
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I  am  8iire  it  does  not  come  from  your  heart,  for 
the  very  ai^t  of  it  makes  mine  ache.  No, 
Marmadukcy  you  are  never  happy  before  din- 
ner; and  after  it  I  hear  loud  laughter,  and  cla- 
morous toasts,  and  the  clatter  of  dice-boxes; 
but  I  never  see  you  in  the  drawing-room  as  I 
used  to  do." 

« *Sblood,  girl !  I  didn't  know  you  were  the 
mistress  of  the  house,  and  that  I  was  to  give 
jou  an  account  of  every  bottle  decanted  in  the 
dining-room." 

•*  Pardon  me — pardon  me,  brother,  if  I  have 
offended  you  !"  eagerly  exclaimed  Emily ;  at 
the  same  time  taking  up  his  hand  and  gently 
presttng  it :  **  I  did  not  mean  to  be  your  mo- 
nitress ;  but,  indeed — indeed,  my  dear  Marma. 
duke,  you  do  not  look  upon  me ;  you  do  not 
speak  to  me  so  kindly  as  was  once  your  wont.*^ 
Her  voice  faltered  as  she  uttered  these  last 
words,  and  she  turned  aside  her  head  to  conceal 
her  emotion. 

"  Whoop,  Emy  !  I  know  it— I  know  it !  I 
see  what  you  mean ;  you  need  not  remind  me 
of  it.     I  have  taken   your  patrimony -^your 
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ula^^iagt^-port^ony  which  you  were  fool  enough 
to  give  up  to  me ;  and  I  have  squandered  it 
like  a  scoundrel  1^ 

^'  Cruel,    ungenerous    Marniaduke  !**    crkd 
Emily,  costbg  at  him  a  look  of  indignant  rus 
preach,  while  the  tears  gushed  from  her  eyes- 
"  Have    I    deserved   this  ?    have    I    ever  even 
turned  my  thoughts  in  that  direction  ?     Was  I 
not   delighted   to  comply  with   your  request; 
and  would  I  not  have  given   up   to  you  my 
hearths  blood  if  I— —     O  Marmaduke!  ham 
could   you  ?** — As    the   momentary  wrath    by 
whicli  she  hod  been  supported,  and  which  had 
imparted  a  degree  of  anger  to  her  voice,  yielded 
to  a  burst  of  returning  tenderness  and  sorroiTi 
she  hid  her  face  in  her  hands,  and  sobbed  vio- 
lently.    A  pang  of  remorse  and  unavaihng  re- 
gret   had  shot  through   her  brothef''s  boson, 
while  be  recognized  the  truth  of  the  portraiti 
she  had  drawn  of  him  in  his  former  days,  and 
in  hia  present ;  and  the  tears  and  agitation  of 
the  only  being  upon  earth  that  he  loved,  su 
softened  his  rugged  nature  tliat  he  felt  a  thrill 
of  fond  compuuctioQ  as  he  drew   her  genlly 
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towards  him,  and  impresaed  a  kiss  upon  her 
cbeek. 

**  Whoop,  Emy  i  my  dear  Emy  1  nonsense, 
nonsense  i"  he  excUdmed  in  a  milder  tone,  "  do 
not  mind  me,  if  ever  I  speak  harshly  to  you ;  I 
do  not  mean  it.  Sink  me  I  I  should  be  a  wretch 
indeed,  if  I  did;  but  I  am  a  wretch — an  un- 
fortunate, miserable,  ruined  wretch  T  And  lus 
head  drooped,  while  his  eyes  were  fixed  de- 
spairingly upon  the  floor. 

*•  Oh  no,  no,  no !"  sobbed  Emily,  suddenly 
taming  round  her  streaming  face,  and  repeat- 
edly kissing  the  hand  which  she  had  again 
grasped ;  **  do  not  say  so,  my  dear  Manna- 
duke!  or  you  will  break  my  heart  outright. 
What  can  I  do  to  comfort  you  ?" 

"  If  I  am  a  cup  too  low,  Emy  t^  said  the 
Squire,  endeavouring  to  rally  his  spirits,  "  sink 
me !  if  it  is  not  upon  your  account,  not  my 
own.  For  myself  I  care  not  a  rush  what 
happens  to  me — no,  not  that^  (snapping  his 
fingers  with  a  bitter]  smile,)  but  when  I  think 
iriiat  is  to  become  of  you  !  That  I  have  wasted 
jour  p(ntion — that  you  may,  perhaps — buzz  ! 
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d-^Q  it,  Einy  1  you  are  makiDg  roe  as  great 
a  milksop  as  yourself."  He  dr^w  tbe  back 
of  his  hand  over  his  eyes,  and  was  preporiog 
to  depart  when  his  sister  retained  him,  ex- 
claiming— 

*'  Nay  now,  dearest  Marmaduke,  do  not— da 
not  be  uneasy  ou  my  account  *  Indeed,  iiw> 
deed,  I  can  bear  any  thing,  every  thing,  ex- 
cept to  see  you  miserable.  What  can  I  do  to 
make  you  happy  P'' 

"  Happy  ?**  ejaculated  the  Squire,  with  s 
sneer  of  sad  derision,  —  "Whoop!  make  mc 
drunk  l^ 

"  Oh  do  not  talk  so,  my  dear,  dear  Maitna- 
dukc!  nor  wear  that  angry  smile  upon  your 
face.  See,  I  am  quite  composed  again.  You 
used  to  like  me  to  play  to  you  when  you  san^^ 

'  Come  lay  by  your  cares  and  h&ng  up  your  &orn>w.'  " 

*' Ay^  Emy  !  because  I  had  neither  care  nor 
sorrow  to  lay  by;  people  don't  sing  wlien  they 
iiave,  I  have  them  now  //^rc,"  he  continued, 
striking  his  Ost  upon  liis  heart ;  '^  hert^  biting, 
and  teazing,  and  gnawing ;  and  do  you  think 
u)  unkennel  (hem  with  an  ol 
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g^  i  you  may  as  well  attempt  to  whistle  a  hare 
out  of  her  form,  or  a  fox  out  of  his  earth  !* 

**  Nay  !  but  there 's  magic  in  music,  they 
wmji  and  I  will  positively  try  its  influence. 
Can  you  not  join  me  in^ 

'  A  boat,  a  boat,  haate  to  the  ferry  r 

or,  Sir  Robert  Howard's  favourite  song— 
'  O  Charon,  gentle  Charon  I' 

or,  shall  1  sing  you  Davcnant's   famous  mad 

•MIg— 

*  Mjr  lodging  IB  on  the  cold  ground,' 

in  which,  as  you  once  told  me,  Moll  Davies 
first  attracted  the  late  King^s  attention  l^ 

"  No,  no,  £my ;  I  may  soon  have  no  better 
lodging  myself.  No  mad  songs,  if  you  love  me.^ 

'*  Well,  then,  it  shall  be  your  favourite  hunt- 
ing song  out  of  the  play:  you  used  to  be  always 
asking  me  for  it.'' — Taking  his  arm  and  leading 
him  to  an  old  pair  of  virginals,  she  placed  a 
chair  for  him,  into  which  he  threw  himself  half 
unconsciously ;  and  then  seating  herself  before 
the  instrument,  she  sang  in  an  imtutored  but 
not  immuacal  voice  the  following  song  :^ 
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Hey  ho  f  hey  ho  ! 
Tlie  meny  horn  doei*  blow. 
Tis  broad  day— conn*  ftway, 
Twiveej  twire«t  twivee,  hey! 
Do  not  staf . 

Then  have  at  the  hare  ! 
Let  old  puss  beware. 
Twiree !  twivee  !  twivee,  ho  J 
The  merry  horn  doe«  blow — 
Come  sway  1 

The  song  to  which  he  had  so  often  listesfd, 
bringing  back  to  his  mind  a  long  train  of  re- 
collections associated  with  his  earlier  and  lest 
profligate  days,  soothed  and  pleased  him  so  long 
as  he  remained  in  the  society  of  his  sister ;  but 
she  had  no  sooner  lefl  him  than  the  sense  of  bis 
present  misery  seemed  to  be  embittered  by  the 
remembrance  of  the  tranquillity  and  cheerful- 
ness that  he  had  once  enjoyed,  and  sunimooiag 
up  all  his  false  spirits  to  conceal  his  real  depres- 
sion, he  shouted,  and  laughed,  and  whistled  a? 
he  went  to  prepare  for  the  reception  of  the 
Bacchanalian  friends  whom  he  had  invited  to 
dine  with  him.  By  their  assistance  and  the  aid 
of  deep  potations — for  there  was  to  be  no  gam- 
bling that  night— he  not  only  succeeded  in  eS^ 
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tually  discarding  those  temporary  impresnons 
of  remorse  which  had  assailed  him  in  his  con- 
Tersation  with  Emily,  but  attained  the  sole 
species  of  happiness  of  which  he  had  declared 
himself  susceptible,  being  carried  to  bed  by  his 
servants,  at  an  advanced  hour  of  the  morning, 
in  a  state  of  senseless  intoxication. 


CHAPTER  VIL 


"Hie  tongues  of  mocking  wenches  are  u  keen 

As  U  the  razor's  pdge  invisible. 
Cutting;  a  gmaller  hmr  tlian  may  be  seen. 
Above  the  sense  of  sense,  so  sensible 
Seemeth  tbeir  conference ;  their  conceit  hath  wing* 
Fleeter  than   arrows,  bullets,   winil,  thought,  swiftw 

thingH,*'  SUAKSPE4B£. 


R£nBEM''6  sudden  disappearance  from  Harpi- 
dcn  Hall  had  excited  various  emotions  unoag 
iU  different  inmates.  To  Ladj  Trevanion  it 
was  a  satisfaction  tbat  he  had  not  carried  off 
bis  livery,  though  she  regretted  the  loss  of  » 
tall  and  comely  a  servant;  and  in  promulgating 
among  the  neighbours  that  the  post  of  butler 
was  vacant,  she  took  Bpecial  core  to  add  tlisi 
no  ugly  or  undersized  person  need  apply  for  it, 
and  that  to  any  candidate  of  a  proper  heagbc 
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and  fMresenoe,  she  was  willing  to  give  wages  pn>* 
portionate  to  his  personal  recommendations. — 
"  In  this  respect,"  said  her  Ladyship,  "  I  am 
disposed  to  imitate  Nature,  and  behave  hand- 
aomely  where  she  has  done  the  same ;  for  as  I 
drink  little  or  no  wine  myself,  the  least  I  can 
expect  from  a  butler  who  ministers  no  gratifi* 
cations  to  my  palate,  is  that  he  should  plcaw 
my  eye.     I  doubt  whether  Ganymede  or  Hebe 
were  made  cup-bearers  to   the  gods  for  their 
skill  in  pouring  out  nectar,  so  much  as  for  their 
good  looks;   and  it  may  be  even  questioned, 
whether  they  were  asked  for  any  other  charac- 
ter than  that  which  they  carried  in  their  faces.** 
Helen  was  relieved  from  a  most  painful  stale 
o£  anxiety  by  the  departure  of  so  perilous  an 
inmate;  for  thou^  she  had  borne  up  against 
all  the  dangers  that  menaced  her,  with  great 
fortitude  and  self-possession,  and  indeed  had 
never  known  any  other  fear  on  her  own  account 
dun  that  of  not  doing  her  duty,  she  still  deeply 
dieaded  the  consequences  that  might  attach  fo 
odier»— to  Reuben,  to  Adeline,  and  perhaps  to 
her  mother,  from  any  discovery  and  public  ex- 
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posurc  in  the  house.  On  this  subject  there  wi» 
now  nothing  further  to  apprehend,  and  as  sbe 
believed  that  their  protegS  would  not  hare 
slipped  away  so  suddenly  without  having  de^ 
vised  some  feasible  mode  of  escape,  she  rejoiced 
in  the  prospect  of  his  avoitling  the  cruel  fate 
that  threatened  him,  and  impatiently  longed  for 
the  day  when  the  certainty  of  thia  fact  would 
enable  her  proudly  to  refute  the  injurious  in* 
sinuatiuns  of  Lady  Crockatt  and  Mrs.  Chats- 
worth,  and  confirm  her  claim  to  the  generotti 
confidence  of  Emily  Hartfield. 

As  to  Adeline,  she  was  so  equally  divided  be- 
tween grief  for  the  loss  of  her  dear  darling  Area- 
dius,  and  her  confident  anticipation  of  his  making 
his  escape,  and  returning  to  claim  her  hand  as 
soon  as  the  expected  amnesty  should  leave  him 
at  liberty  to  do  so,  that  she  hardly  knew  what 
feeling  to  prefer ;  in  which  uncertainty  she  wgf 
occasionally  to  be  seen  sitting  in  a  desponding 
attitude,  with  her  eyes  fixed  upon  the  sky,  as 
if  she  thought  she  were  thinking ;  while  at 
other  times  she  would  burst  into  noisy  gaietVi 
and  swim  fantastically  about  the  room,  prac- 
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tising  attitudes,  or  coquetting  with  her  oini 
figure  in  a  large  mirror,  while  she  sang  snatche* 
of  French  songs.  Her  favourite  resort,  how- 
erer,  was  the  summer-house  where  she  had  first 
met  her  lover,  and  her  principal  recreation  the 
perusal  of  amorous  romances,  of  which  she  had 
just  been  fortunate  enough  to  procure  one  that 
■he  had  never  before  perused.  "  May  I  die, 
Helen,"  she  exclaimed  one  morning  to  her 
sster,  *'  if  it  be  not  the  sweetest  work,  the  most 
tpirituel  and  delicieux,  the  most  full  of  verve, 
ooosidering  it  is  of  English  production,  that  1 
have  jet  encountered,'"— and  she  put  into  her 
hand  a  ponderous  tome,  entitled,  **  The  Prin- 
cess Gloria,  or  the  Royal  Romance,  by  a  Person 
of  Honour,*"  inviting  her  to  peruse  it.  "  Nay, 
then,"  she  continued,  upon  Helenas  declining 
the  offer,  **  you  must  positively  let  me  read  to 
you  the  first  sentence — only  one  paragraph,  be- 
cause it  just  describes  the  manner  in  which  I 
should  like  to  meet  my  own  Arcadius,  when  we 
next  encounter.""  Without  waiting  permission, 
she  opened  the  volume,  and  in  an  affected, 
theatrical  nuuiner  read  as  fc^ows  :«•**  Beautiful 
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Aurora  had  newly  dressed  the  pearly  moTniog 
with  a  ruby  coronet  to  entertain  her  lover,  wbo 
begun  already  to  mount  his  chariot  for  the  day't 
triumph,  when  imfortunate  Cassianus,  in  the 
great  forest  between  the  mountain  Timoliu$and 
the  City  of  Sardis,  rose  from  his  grassy  bed 
under  the  large  canopy  of  a  well-spread  oak, 
where  the  night  past  he  underwent  an  inconve- 
nient  lodging  for  want  of  belter  shelter,  and  beii^ 
seated  upon  the  root  of  that  tree,  that,  however, 
had  favourably  contributed  its  best  assistance 
towards  his  accommodation,  with  intentloD,  ac- 
cording to  Ills  custom,  to  pay  an  early  offering 
to  his  sorrow,  whilst  his  page  saddled  his  honp 
that  procured  more  bountiful  entertainment  than 
his  master,  since  the  time  of  the  year  had  pro- 
vided plentiful  provision  for  his  appetite;  of  a 
sudden  his  ear  was  saluted  with  a  well-tuned  cry 
of  deep-mouthed  hounds  that  seemed  to  charm 
the  8ur  willi  a  delightful  harmony,  wliich  con- 
sequently gave  the  Prince  some  interruption  to 
his  resolutions;  but  long  he  had  not  contem- 
plated the  pleasingness  of  the  music,  with  a  cer- 
tain strife  inwardly  notwithstanding  whether  hi« 
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ooroplaiaU  or  attentiTeness  should  receive  more 
Ikiendly  welcome  Id  his  discontented  bosom, 
before  he  might  see  a  young  gentleman  in  a 
bast  J  hand-gallop ." 

**  Hold,  hold  !^  interposed  Helen ;  "  now  that 
we  have  come  to  the  young  gentleman^  who  I 
suppose  is  the  representative  of  your  Arcadius, 
prjthee  spare  me  any  more — you  promised  to 
limit  yourself  to  one  sentence." 

**  Je  fCen  ducouviens  pa$,  ma  sanfy  and  I  have 
not  yet  nearly  completed  the  first." 

"  It  is  the  last,  however,  that  I  shall  hear,  for 
I  have  no  patience  for  such  interminable  periods, 
and  so  I  must  beg  leave  to  fly  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  the  stranger  was  seen  to  approach — in 
a  hasty  hand*gallop." 

**  Ehy  Pimpertinente !  voUd  une  obstination 
imome^  said  Adeline,  betaking  herself  to  her 
thick  volume,  and  soon  becoming  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  loves  of  Gloria  and  Narcissus, 
Orootes  and  Andromeda,  and  half-a-dozen  m- 
ferior  amourettes,  all  of  which,  however,  finally 
gave  way  to  her  anxiety  to  know  what  had 
become  of  her  dear  Arcadius,  and  what  was  to 
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be  the  result  of  their  mutual  attacbmeot,  for 
she  never  doubted  bis  rmprocating  the  punot 
that  burnt  so  fervently  id  her  own  boeoiD.  Divi- 
.nation  with  cords  she  had  already  Cried,  witboitt 
^liaving  been  able  to  elicit  any  very  distinct 
augury  from  those  equivocal  oracles.  Her 
dreams  had  Ijeen  equally  shadowy  and  iocoD- 
clusive;  and  in  this  dark  incertitude  she  hid 
been  long  weigliing  tl)e  practicability  of  cu>- 
sulting  an  old  wizard  residing  in  the  ndgb- 
bourhuod,  whose  vaticinations  were  held  to  be 
infallible.  This  ancient  seer,  the  identical  per- 
son that  had  been  consulted  by  the  unfortunate 
Duke  of  Monmouth,  tenanted  a  miserable  bovd 
not  far  from  Ilarpsden  Hall,  and  was  UDirenally 
deemed  guilty  of  witchcraft,  upon  the  ntber 
whimsicd  ground,  that  he  was  old  and  wretcbedt 
and  liad  been  irietl  for  that  offence  forty  ytars 
before  and  acquitted.  By  leaving  the  house  etrlf 
in  tlie  morning  she  might  reach  his  abode,  and 
return  before  the  hour  of  breakfast  ;  bnt  it  m 
necessary  to  conceal  her  expedition  from  HelcSv 
whose  ridicule  she  dreaded,  and  to  findaoaiiK 
panion.     Grace  WorJrop,  who  was   now  upon 
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kneef  half  the  night  long»  and  at  occosicm. 
al  iBterrab  during  the  day,  praying  that  the 
young  soldier  of  the  Lord  might  be  delivered 
from  the  hands  of  his  enemies^  would  have 
been  the  fittest  person  to  attend  her  in  this 
mdoenUire:  for,  with  Adeline,  every  excursion 
feoeived  that  name.  But  Grace  was  no  favourite 
of  hers:  she  was  too  much  devoted  to  Helen 
not  to  communicate  their  proceedings  to  her ; 
and  besides,  she  doubted  her  compliance  with 
ber  request,  and  anticipated  a  pious  dehorta- 
tiofi  from  consulting  false  prophets  and  lying 
oracles.  She  accordingly  applied  to  one  of  the 
inferior  maids,  an  ignorant  country  girl,  who, 
bj  the  promise  of  an  old  hood  and  scarf,  was 
easily  induced  to  accompany  her,  and  the  fol- 
lowing morning  was  fixed  for  their  excursion. 

Though  the  winter  had  now  prematurely  set 
in,  it  proved,  luckily  for  the  parties,  to  be  one 
of  those  bright,  clear,  calm  mornings  which  are 
■D  rare  at  this  season.  The  sun  was  just  rising 
as  they  set  off,  the  sky  was  perfectly  cloudless, 
mid  diere  was  not  a  breath  of  wind  to  disturl)  a 
thill  powdery  snow,  which  had  faUen  in  the 
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algbt,  and  having  become  congelated  bj  the 
coldness  of  the  ground,  crumbled  crisply  be- 
neatli  their  feet>  while  it  formed  a  thin  white  line 
U|K)n  the  smallest  projection  and  ledge  of  ereiy 
building,  that  made  it  stand  out  in  the  glaasj 
atmosphere,  sharply  relieved  against  the  blue 
sky.  On  either  side  of  their  footpath  the  grass 
was  crystallized  with  frozen  dew,  which  hung 
upon  every  fibre  and  articulation  like  fairy  net- 
•work,  the  whole  sparkling  in  the  sloping  rays  of 
the  8un,  as  if  the  ground  had  been  spangled 
with  innumerable  minute  diamonds.  Even  tlie 
hedges  assumed  a  strange  and  picturesque  ap- 
pearance, their  summits  twinkling  brightly  id 
the  ray,  and  the  lower  portion  being  thrown 
into  comparative  shade,  though  still  of  a  das* 
eling  whiteness  ;  while  the  weeds  and  thistk$ 
upon  every  bank  seemed  to  have  acquired  an 
unuijual  beauty,  now  that  the  gracefulness  aAil 
elegance  of  tlieir  forms  became  distinctly  recwf- 
nizable,  from  the  light  snow  with  which  thej 
were  so  delicately  encrusted. 

Adeline  was  no  very  fervent  admirer  of  thr 
beauties  of  nature,  but  she  could  not  help  being 
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forciblj  Btrock  as  they  approached  a  small 
grove,  consisting  of  birch  and  ash  trees,  sur- 
rounding a  clump  of  majestic  oaks.  Every  twig 
and  tendril  of  the  former  being  mantled  over 
with  hoar  frost,  gave  to  each  branch  the  appear- 
ance of  a  feather,  and  to  the  whole  tree  that  of 
a  stately  plume,  supported  by  a  single  silvery 
stem ;  an  image  to  which  the  tall,  dark  trunks  of 
the  oaks,  and  the  more  rugged  and  angular 
configuration  of  their  huge  boughs,  afforded  a 
marked  though  not  unpleasing  contrast.  Here 
and  there  a  blackbird  or  a  thrush  sprang  from 
the  spray  as  they  advanced,  scattering  down  the 
frozen  crust,  which  tinkled  upon  the  dry  leaves 
below :  and  in  one  part  of  their  progress  they 
started  a  hare,  which  rushed  suddenly  among 
the  underwood,  shaking  a  shower  of  spangles 
upon  its  back,  and  causing  such  a  fright  in  the 
maid,  that  she  nearly  jumped  into  a  ditch  on 
the  opposite  side,  exclaiming, — **  Drat  thee, 
nasty  tuad  !  thee  'st  brouglit  my  very  heart  into 
my  mouth  ;  why  castn^t  get  out  o^  way  quietly, 
and  not  vrighten  a  body  o*  that  'n  foolish  sort  ? 
—Now,  lawk  love  ye,   miss!^^    she  continued* 
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*'  doant  'ee  have  a  shabby  vortun  told  ^ee,  but 
gi  *un  half-a-crown  at  once,  as  Miss  Chalooer 
did,  and  he  promised  she  a  husband  in  vour 
months;  and  zo  she  gie  her  maid  as  went  vT 
her  a  lajloc  gownd,  almost  as  good  as  new,  and 
a  vine  zatting  scarf." 

This  broad  hint  was  not  thrown  away  upoD 
Adeline,  who  promised  a  further  rcmuneit- 
tion  to  her  companion  if  she  had  Feaaao  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  oracle,  which  they  had  now 
nearly  reached.  He  who  was  supposed  to  have 
obtained  a  mastery  over  fate  and  fortune,  had 
not  apparently  availed  himself  of  his  privilegw 
either  in  his  own  person  or  his  circumstances; 
for  in  the  ^vizard  they  found  a  decrepit  and 
hideous  old  man,  living  in  a  wretched  hovel 
that  exhibited  every  indication  of  the  mart 
■quftlid  poverty.  His,  indeed,  was  the  worst 
species  of  want— the  want  of  what  he  had  ;  fof 
when  he  had  been  driven  out  of  the  society  of 
men  as  suspected  of  witchcraft,  he  had  fjetaken 
him«?lf  to  the  fellowship  of  gold,  and  by  en- 
couraging the  notion  of  his  prophetical  power*, 
and  hoarding  up  every  shilling  (even  to  the  dc- 
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clieats  brought  tu  him,  he  had  contrived  to  sur- 
round himwilf  with  buried  and  hidden  guinnuL 
This  was  to  him  the  awcctcat  of  all  sulacesi  tha 
greatest  of  all  triumphs,  for  he  bad  thus  r^ 
venged  himtelf  upon  hiB  fellow*creaiures  by 
fooling  and  cheating  them,  and  upon  fortune  by 
aocumulaiing  wealth  in  the  very  midst  of  the 
poverty  wherein  *Jie  had  originally  stixpod  him. 
Thwart  and  dinnaturcd  aa  he  was,  the  wretch 
waashrewd,  almovt  to  sagacity;  and  having  tirst 
pocketed  the  half-crown,  with  eyes  sparkling 
and  fingers  trembling  with  delight,  he  soon  m&* 
naged  by  a  few  lending  questions,  asdibted  by 
the  maid*8  inquiries  and  observations,  to  give 
Adeline  a  toierubiy  accurate  description  of  Reu- 
ben's person,  to  promise  lier  a  husband  in  a 
very  short  space  of  time,  hinting  that  it  might 
possibly  be  a  runaway  match,  and  to  dismiat 
her  full  of  delightful  anticipations,  and  ejacu- 
lating witli  uplifted  eyes  and  hands — "  Mais 
ce^i  clofmant ! — cat  mtrvdlicux! — Ekt  qutl 
pntdige  d'homtne  P 

Just  AS  they  were   emerging    upon  their 
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return,  from  the  little  grove  of  birch,  ash,  and 
oak  trees,  Adeline  stopped  short  on  observing 
eeveral  horses,  with  housings  and  hobtera,  at^ 
tended  by  grooms,  stationed  at  the  gate  of  i 
lane  through  which  they  had  to  pass.  At  such 
an  early  hour,  and  in  so  sequestered  a  i^pot, 
tins  was  a  phenomenon  beyond  her  iramediace 
comprehension.  Quickly  reverting,  however,  to 
the  wlteh''8  prophecy,  she  began  to  imagtoe 
that  the  runaway  match  to  which  he  hod  al- 
luded, was  about  to  be  immediately  icalixed, 
and  her  heart  fluttered  as  she  reflected  that 
nobody  would  carry  her  off  except  her  ovra 
dear  darling  Arcadius.  He  might  liave  watch- 
ed and  followed  her  from  Harpsden  Hall — he 
might  have  seen  hef  pass  through  the  gate — ht 
might  be  there  awaiting  her  return,  witeuding 
to  marry  her  m  all  haste — to  wliisk  her  oier 
to  tlic  Continent,  and  to  reside  with  her  b 
some  romantic  chateau,  until  he  should  be  ena- 
bled to  return  to  England  and  present  herai 
his  bride.  AVhile  this  fantaf  tic  vision  bafl  been  ra- 
pidly flitting  athwart  her  mind,  she  had  placed 
herself  and  the  maid  behind  a  large  tree,  from 
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which  poflition  she  presently  saw  two  men  open 
the  gate  and  advance  along  the  footpath.  Un- 
fortunately, neither  of  them  was  her  lover,  a 
point  upon  which  the  broad  light  of  a  sun- 
shiny day  did  not  allow  the  possibility  of  a  mis- 
take. The  path  which  they  were  pursuing  would 
lead  them  up  close  to  the  tree  where  she  was 
then  standing,  and  as  she  began  to  doubt  the  in- 
tentions of  these  strange  men,  and  had  no  wish 
to  be  discovered  in  so  lonely  a  place  at  that 
unusual  hour,  she  desired  the  maid  to  follow 
her  behind  a  cow-shed,  having  a  pile  of  faggots 
at  its  extremity,  which  promised  to  aiTord  them 
an  effectual  hiding-place.  Hither  they  accord- 
ingly retreated,  unobserved  by  the  approaching 
pedestrians,  though  a  variety  of  chinks  and 
fiasures  in  the  rude  shed  behind  which  they 
stood  enabled  them  to  obtain  a  perfect  view  of 
the  two  figures,  who  halted  immediately  oppo- 
site their  place  of  concealment,  and  began  a 
conversation  of  which  only  detached  portions 
fell  upon  the  eager  ear  of  Adeline. 

**  Where  can  they  be  ?■"  were  the  first  words 
that   she  caught,  and   she   observed  that  the 
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gpeflker  looked  up  and  down  the  field  as  if  in 
learch  of  some  one. 

"  They  cannot  be  far  off,"  replied  his  com- 
panion. **  I  have  traced  both  their  fooUtcjw 
m  the  snow  for  some  distance  from  the  gate.'* 

At  these  words  Adeline^a  doubts  were  cod- 
verted  into  terror.  *'  Good  Heavens  !"  she  ex- 
claimed in  a  low  whisper,  "to  what  strange 
fate  am  I  reserved?  They  are  indisputably  in 
search  of  me :  what  horrid  design  have  they 
formed  ? ■' 

The  last  speaker  now  turning  suddenly  round, 
revealed  to  her  the  mustachoed  features  of  an  ofl- 
cer,  whoj  after  having  gazed  upon  her  at  chiirch 
on  the  previous  Sunday  in  a  very  pointed  and 
passionate  manner,  had  picked  up  her  pnycN 
book  in  the  cliurch-yard,  and  presented  it  to 
her  with  a  high-flown  compliment,  a  circum- 
stance which  to  her  prurient  fancy  seemed  to 
develops  the  whole  mystery  of  the  adventure. 
He  was  violently  in  love  with  her,  and  hod 
formed  this  plot  for  carrying  her  off',  having 
pursued  her  from  her  own  house  for  this  espe* 
cial  purpose.     "  Wretched  Adeline  ^  she  whis- 
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pered  to  bcwelf,  "  I  shall  be  torn  by  force  from 
the  arms  of  the  man  I  love,  and  hurried  oil 
hj  this  odious  stranger.  It  is  vain  to  screani 
lor  help— there  is  not  a  soul  within  hearing. 
If  be  discover  me  I  am  utterly  lost — my  only 
hope  is  in  concealment.^'  At  these  words  she 
crouched  lower  down,  making  a  signal  to  her 
ooinpanion  to  do  the  same. 

Still,  however,  she  continued  peeping  through 
die  clefts  of  the  shed,  and  her  apprehensions 
toee  to  an  agony  of  fear  when  she  saw  the 
nine  party  draw  from  a  small  bag  a  pair  of 
pistols,  of  which  he  opened  the  locks  and  exa- 
mxned  the  pans,  while  he  exclaimed  in  an  Irish 
aooent,  '^  As  pretty  a  pair  of  poppers  as  ever 
brought  down  a  man.  Never  fear  but  they  *U 
do  their  work  as  clane  as  a  whistle.  If  he  has  a 
mind  to  run  off  with  her,  by  St.  Patrick  I  he 
■hall  run  with  a  bullet  in  his  body  !  And,  fiuth 
and  troth !  here  he  comes  his  own  self  just  in 
tha  nick  of  time.^ 

At  this  moment  Adeline  saw  two  other 
parMtift  approaching,  one  of  whom,  to  her 
disturbed  and  agitated  perceptions,  appeared 
N  5 
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to  be  her  lover,  who  was  ever  uppermost  in  her 
thoughts,  and  the  whole  horrid  trutli  seemed 
now  to  flash  upon  her  mind  at  once.  Reubens 
intentions  of  carrying  her  off  had  been  dis- 
covered— the  officer  before  her  was  his  rival — 
he  had  challenged  him  to  fight  a  duel — and 
she  would  perhaps  see  her  own  dear  darling 
Arcadius  murdered  before  her  eyes.  It  wm 
clear — manifest — indisjmtable.  Slie  had  been 
providentially  guided  to  the  spot  for  the  pur- 
pose of  saving  his  life,  and,  unable  any  longer 
to  restrain  her  feelings,  she  rushed  into  the 
shed,  fell  upon  her  knees  at  tlie  feet  of  the  last 
speaker,  and  exclaimed  in  a  terrified  voice — 
"  O  spare  him  !  spare  him  I  he  is  the  chosen 
one  of  my  heart — it  is  his  Adeline  who  sues 
for  pity  r 

•  The  maid,  at  the  same  time,  who  knew  no- 
thing of  what  was  passing  in  her  mistress's 
injnd,  but  had  seen  the  pistols,  took  it  for 
granted  tljat  the  parties  were  roblK>rs,  and  tJtat 
she  was  begging  for  her  life ;  in  which  belief 
she  flopped   suddenly  down  upon  her  knees, 
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held  up  a  leather  purse  in  one  hand,  a  brass 
thimble,  a  needle-case,  and  a  horn  comb,  in  the 
other,  and  blubbered  out,  '*  Lauk  love  ye  ? 
kmnd  gentlevolk,  do  ye  take  all  our  money, 
but  gi'  us  our  lives,  vor  the  love  o'  Heaven  !*^ 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  terrified  address, 
two  more  armed  strangers  entered  the  shed, 
neither  of  whom,  as  Adeline  could  now  per- 
ceive, bore  the  smallest  resemblance  to  her 
lover,  and  the  whole  company  remained  trans- 
fixed in  a  mutual  and  utter  amazement,  that 
deprived  them  for  some  seconds  of  all  power 
of  speech.  It  may  be  hardly  necessary  to  state, 
that  the  parties  met  there  by  appointment,  for 
the  purpose  of  fighting  a  duel.  A  very  short 
explanation  sufRcing  to  undeceive  Adeline  upon 
this  point,  she  arose,  covered  with  confusion, 
stammered  out  an  indistinct  apology,  and  was 
hurrying  out  of  the  shed,  followed  by  the  maid, 
who  repocketed  her  purse  with  considerable 
satisfaction,  when  one  of  the  stiangers,  planting 
himself  in  their  way,  exclaimed,  "  By  St.  Jago  ! 
such  a  pretty  face  as  that  should  never  pass 
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without  paying  toll»  and  ture  the  least  you  tan 
do,  after  taking  ub  for  robbers,  or  what  not)  ii 
to  give  aich  of  ua  a  kiss.*^ 

**  Ah,  now,  my  dear  Gahagan,  fie  upon  it,* 
cried  one  of  his  companions ;  *^  a  lady  she  it, 
every  indi  of  her,  I  dare  be  sworn;  and  a 
frightened  one  too ;  and  where 's  the  Irishman 
would  offer  an  incivility  to  such  a  one,  let  bcr 
be  ever  50  handsome  ?" 

**  Bravo  l  bravo  !"  cried  the  others — the  one 
who  had  opposed  their  progress  joining  in  the 
exclamation,  and  standing  aside,  so  that  Ad<s 
hne,  seeing  the  coast  clear,  ran  across  the  field 
with  all  the  speed  she  could  muster  ;  in  which, 
however,  she  was  presently  outstripped  by  tht 
raaid,  who  rushed  past  her  with  long  stride*, 
never  thinking  of  her  mistress,  nor  once  looking 
behind  her  until  she  bad  scrambled  over  the 
gate  into  the  lane.  At  this  sight  the  party  in 
the  shed,  who  bad  been  for  some  time  bottling 
up  their  risibility,  burst  into  a  ^multaneout 
roar  of  laughter,  which  echoed  for  some  ti»e  in 
the  ears  of  the  fugitives.  "  Sure,  now,  my 
jewels!"  said  Gahagan,  when  some  sort  of  order 
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was  restored,  *'wouldn\  we  be  doing  better, 
anoe  we  are  in  such  prime  order  for  a  merry 
meal,  to  go  back  to  the  King^s  Head,  order  a 
tidj  dinner,  and  be  just  blowing  out  one  ano- 
ther's brains  with  bumper  toasts,  instead  of 
haor  triggers?*' — A  little  mutual  explanation 
between  the  antagonists,  who  had  quarrelled 
about  carrying  off  some  real  or  pretended 
heiress  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  conci- 
liatory interference  of  the  other  second,  soon 
pfoduced  a  general  acquiescence  in  this  most 
sensible  proposition,  and  they  were  about  to 
quit  the  ground,  when  one  of  the  intended  com- 
batants, twiddling  wistfully  with  his  pistols, 
observed,  "  I'm  content  any  how;  not  but  what 
I  must  say,  that,  if  we  determined  upon  gcnng 
OD  with  the  affair,  we  couldn'*t  have  a  more 
beautiful  morning.^ 

•*Taith  {  that's  mighty  true,''  said  his  adver- 
Hiry  in  a  regretful  tone ;  "  troth  !  it  is  an  ele- 
grfnt  day  for  the  sport,  and  such  a  likely  smooth 
bit  <^  turf,  that  perhaps  it  would  be  a  pity ** 

**  Ah,  now,  no  more  of  that,"  said  Gahagan, 
interferiDg ;    **  sure,  if  you  shake  hands  now, 
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and  bccorae  as  good  friends  as  ever,  won't  you 
be  certain  of  soon  finding  another  opportuniiv 
of  turning  out  together  ?" 

Both  parties  being  struck  with  the  justice  of 
this  observation,  they  shook  hands  with  tbe 
utmost  cordialitVj  professed  a  stronger  attach- 
ment than  ever,  and  taking  one  another's  arm 
as  if  nothing  htu\  happened^  strolled  hack  to 
the  gate  where  they  had  left  their  horses, 
laughing  with  the  most  ungovernable  mirth  at 
tlie  ludicrous  mistake  of  Adeline,  and  the  teni- 
6ed  f>upplications  of  her  maid. 

The  terror  of  the  two  latter  proved  so  far 
fortunate,  that  by  accelerating  their  return,  it 
enabled  them  to  reach  home  sooner  UiaD  they 
would  otherwise  have  done,  and  thus  to  avoid 
any  discovery  of  their  excursion.  Adeline  di>- 
missed  her  attendant  with  a  reward  and  fre«h 
injunctions  to  secrcsy,  and  immediately  after 
breakfast  began  to  make  preparations  for  s 
grand  public  ball  at  Lyme,  which  was  to  be 
given  that  evening,  and  to  which  Lady  Treta- 
nian  had  ])romised  to  accompany  her  two 
daughters.     This  festival  had  been  proposed  by 
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some  of  the  Tory  gentry,  to  celebrate  the  de- 
feat of  the  rebels ;  the  Whigs  gave  out  that  it 
was  intended  for  a  testimony  of  public  joy  at 
the  departure  of  the  blood-thirsty  Jeffreys,  and 
the  cessation  of  the  cruel  executions ;  and  both 
parties,  making  their  own  constructions  as  to 
the  cause  of  the  assembly,  supported  it  with  all 
th«r  influence,  intending  it  to  afford  a  test  of 
their  respective  strength.     In  the  eyes  of  Lady 
Trevanian,  a  ball  was  sufficiently  attractive  in 
itself,    without   any  extraneous    inducements; 
but  when  she  found  that  it  was  considered,  at 
least  by  a  certain  set,  as  a  condemnation  of  the 
recent  severities,  her  bold  and  decided  charac- 
ter instantly   determined    her    to   be  present- 
Painful  as  was   the  prospect  to  Helen  of  en- 
countering  Lady   Crockatt    and    Mrs.  Chats- 
worth,  without  being  able  to  excul|)ate  herself 
from   their  disparaging  surmises,  she   thought 
that  her  absence  might  only  lead   to  additional 
misconstructions;  while  in  the  proud  conscious- 
ness of  her  innocence  she  disdained  to  betray 
any  fear  of  meeting  them ;  and  thus  actuated, 
•she  prepared   to  accompany  her  mother  and 


2^) 
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Adeline.  As  to  the  latter^  she  looked  fcatwu^ 
to  the  evening  with  delight,  having  no  otW 
anxiety  than  as  to  the  dre«s  nhe  should  wear,  m 
M  to  present  an  appearance  altogether  Jut/ffglilt' 
unique^  sndjrappant. 

'*  Blesfl  me,  Adeline  P  exclaimed  Helen^  on 
finding  her  in  her  bed-room  surrounded  with 
a  whole  wardrobe  of  different  dreneefl,  whik 
all  her  stock  of  ornaments  and  jewelterj  w» 
temptingly  displayed  aliout  the  apartmcnr, 
"  are  you  taking  an  inventory  of  your  dTects, 
preparatory  to  a  general  sale  by  auction  ?  Yoo 
look  like  a  marchamie  de  fripperieJ** 

*•  May  I  die,  Helen,  if  I  can  decide  which  of 
my  dresses  to  wear  to-night ;  for  a  ball  in  the 
odious  country  is  Buch  a  rare  occurrence  that 
one  would  wish  to  do  justice  to  it,  and  actouili 
the  rustics  by  exhibiting  quelque  chose  cPtch' 

"  If  you  would  take  my  advice,  Ade- 
line  *' 

**  Tiens!  ma  saur ! — I  know  your  adviof 
beforehand:  you  would  recommend  me  hoodi 
and  modesty,  masks  and  silence,  or  some  other 
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faBbion  equally  aiiteililuvi«n ;— 4ucb  u  thm 
coiffurt  ^  ia  CattUinawe,  chtmisttU  a  la  StH 
Ouyn,  corsage  a  la  bclU  Utewurt^  vr  echarpe 
brodU  a  la  GrammmU^  all  of  wbkh  afe  «a 
'oompletdy  exploded  at  the  PerMAa  6sem  for 
the  men.  Noy  it  inu>t  poskirdy  b«  imnttliiag 
a  la  Scdleyy  ou  bien  a  la  Dorduster^  as  I  m(^ 

I  pose  we  must  now  call  her,  nocc  the  bat 
bticoiDc  a  countru.  St^mcil-iing  tha(  will  dis- 
play (lie  iournure  o(  my  buxC  in  ndvaatag*; 
vhat  thiDlc  youof  thia  low  point  boddicc,  trimmed 
trilh  silver  r 
**  Surely,  Adeline,  it  is  too  iDdelicat^.*' 
**  CommtPtt  1 — Indelicate  !— .  Ujaitt  q^tjf  nw 
faue  tttloir.  My  dear  Helen,  you  talk  Uketba 
daugtitcr  of  a  country  Puritan ;  recollect,  J€ 
I  fern  piie^  that  you  have  never  been  presented  at 
^■Coart,  never  danced  at  the  balls,  nor  lounged 
and  flirted  in  the  galleries  of  Whitehall,  aa  I 
have  done.  Pry  thee  remember  tliat  I  have  mcq 
the  Richmond,  the  Portsmouth,  the  Cleveland, 
the  Mazarine,  tlie  Gwyn,  the  Da  vies,  the  Sed- 
and  all  the  favourito  belles  and  sottcra 
>of  cbe  fAibioDf  so  that  I  ought  to  know  tome- 
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thing  of  the  matter.  You  11  pardon  me,  my 
dear^  but  it  is  impossible^  with  your  country 
education,  that  you  should  hare  any  idea  of  the 
grand  monde  and  the  haul  ton^ 
-  »**  I  willingly  confess  my  ignorance,  Adeline; 
and  you  will  therefore  be  the  less  surprixed. 
when  I  tell  you  that  I  shall  wear  my  brown 
demi-sultaiie,  with  a  point  gorget,  and — " 
-•  •*  JSA,  pur  excmpte  !  cela  mt  fait  drtntrle 
cheveux  ^  la  tiie.  Surely  you  mean  to  go 
en  gratide  parure,  en  habit  de  haL  Posidvdi, 
my  dear,  you  ought  to  marry  some  thnving 
citizen,  to  sit  in  his  back-shop  in  FenchuKb- 
street,  to  wear  a  gown  two  years  behind  ibp 
fashion^  to  ^  to  church  on  Sunday,  the  far^ 
man  having  you  in  one  hand,  and  a  hug^ 
bossed  Bible  in  the  other,  wliile  your  budtfrf 
in  a  broad  hat  brings  up  the  rear,  witb  his 
apprentices  walking  two  and  two ;  and  by  vbJ 
of  recreation,  to  stroll  with  a  demure  pi* 
and  a  prim  look  into  Moorfields,  and  envy  the 
cheerfulness  of  the  poor  creatures  in  Bedlam." 
During  the  delivery  of  this  speech,  Adeliiw 
had  walked  miucingly  up  and  down  the  roowi 
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nnmicking,  as  well  as  she  could,  the  Btarched 
look  and  gesture  of  a  prim  citizeness,  and 
borsting  into  a  fit  of  laughter  when  she  had 
concluded  her  solemn  imitation. 

^  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  providing  me  so 
appropriate  a  husband/  said  Helen,  smiling; 
•**  but  in  spite  of  my  vulgar  notions,  I  have 
positively  an  objection  to  Fcnchurch-street." 

"  ji^  la  bonne  heure!  you  may  perhaps  be 
more  fortunate.  Who  shall  say  that  you  may 
tiot  captivate  some  prudent  young  practitioner 
d  the  Inns  of  Court,  who  wears  a  faded  wig, 
oardevant  gloves,  and  soiled  ribbons,  and  so 
parade  out  with  him  on  a  Sunday  to  Gray's  Inn 
Walks,  followed  by  the  true  Holborn  equipage, 
a  little  foot-boy,  pocket  high,  with  a  fiat  cap 
and  a  dirty  nose.^ 

-  **  Must  I  then  positively  be  condemned  to 
Hve  in  London?^'  inquired  Helen,  not  un- 
aniused  with  her  sister's  taunting  rattle. 

**  Quelle  etourderie  /"  continued  Adeline ; 
*^  I  had  quite  forgotten  that  you  prefer  the 
horrid  country ;  and  may  I  die !  Helen,  but  I 
tlunk  you  would   make   an   excellent  wife  to 
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tome  honest  yeoman,  to  bump  behind  him  oo 
a  pillion,  to  dine  on  boiled  mutton,  ganiibed 
with  a  ftprig  of  roseroarj ;  the  second  coune, 
furmity  and  custard,  or  whortle-berries  and 
cream ;  the  fruit,  crab*apple9,  sweetings,  and 
horse-plums ;  for  confection,  a  pile  of  oosoBg 
honeycomb,  a  few  caraways  in  a  small  saucer, 
three  or  four  monstrouij  olives,  a  spoonful  of 
ca|}erA,  and  a  Suffolk  clieeee— with  a  bottle  of 
Hungary  Water,  or  mirabilis  in  the  corae0» 
cupboard,  of  which  you  would  duly  hand  a  gill 
glass  to  every  visitant*" 

**  Then  prythee  quarrel  no  more  with  mj 
brown  demi-sultane,"  said  Helen,  "  since  it 
must  needs  be  gay  enough  for  such  a  bomelj 
body  as  you  have  been  describing.^ 

"  What  think  you  of  my  wearing  thi«  robe 
of  China,  trimmed  with  point  ?""  inquired  Ade- 
line^  putting  it  loosely  on,  and  viewing  bendf 
in  different  attitudes  before  a  large  mirror.  *'l 
remember  that  when  I  was  coming  with  my 
mother  from  Whitehall,  late  after  the  Ein^ 
eouehie,  some  half-^dozcn  beaux  had  throwB 
themselves  down  under  the  state  in  the  outer- 
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raom,  to  jeer  at  the  passers ;  and  may  I  die !  but 
tbcy  all  TOwed,  as  I  stopped  to  chat  with  them, 
that  it  was  tout-d^ait  diUingue,  bienuani^  mag" 

"  Ohy  then  wear  it  by  all  means,  for  that 
which  delights  the  courtiers  must  absolutely 
enchant  the  rustics."" 

**  Plaisauterie  apart,  I  verily  believe  I  shall 
take  your  advice,  if  it  be  only  for  the  novelty 
o£  the  thing.  Hand  me  my  fillagree  patch-box, 
Helen,  and  my  japan  glue-pot ;  I  have  a 
fancy  to  try  the  elTect  of  my  mouches.  Vo^om  ! 
tela  nt  va  pas  maL  Then  I  must  wear  my 
chicken-skin  gloves,  trimmed  with  Flanders"  lace ; 
in  J  alk  stockings,  shot  with  silver ;  my  painted 
tan,  with  pearl  mountings ;  pearl  buckles  in 
my  shoes,  long  pearl-headed  pins  for  my  hair, 
pearl  bracelets  and  rings,  and  pearl  pears  in  my 


"  They  will  be  as  numerous  as  Milton's 

'  Dewdrops,  which  the  Bun 
Impearls  on  e\'ery  leaf  and  every  flower  ;*  *' 

observed  Helen. 
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"  Tant  mieuxyvia  chhe :  it  is  quite  the  mode. 
The  Sedley  wears  nothing  else.  When  I  ksl 
saw  her  playing  cards  with  the  King,  in  the 
Painted  Gallery  at  Whitehall^  she  reminded  me 
of  what  the  poet  said  of  her— 


Such  ropes  of  pearl  her  arms  encumber. 
She  Kcarce  can  deal  the  cariU  at  Ombre  ; 
9o  many  rings  each  tinger  freight. 
They  tremble  with  Uie  mighty  weight.' 


I 


Fot/om!  have  I  arranged  all  that  I  am  to  weir? 
O  del!  quel  coup  d'tiourdil  I  have  ne\*er  settled 
about  tny  head.^ 

"  Nay,  if  I  am  to  wait  till  that  is  settled' 
said  Helen,  smiling,  "  I  shall  be  too  late  for 
t!ie  ball ;  and  so  for  the  present  T  must  Itavf 
you  to  your  pearls  find  point  lace.*" 

Adeline  was  still  deeply  engaged  in  trying 
the  effect  of  various  costumes,  by  coquettiDg 
before  a  s^nng  glass,  when  Helen  rejoined  her 
in  her  ball-dress,  presenting  a  figure  which  com- 
bined aU  ihe  attractions  of  unrivalled  female 
lovcUncss,  attired  with  tasteful  simplicity  and 
modest  elegance,  although  it  failed  to  meet  the 
approbation  of  her  sister.     "  TiensP^    she  ex- 
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daimed,  in  an  accent  of  surprise  ;  "  Voytz  done 
la  petite  Trembleuse !  ou  diroit  que  tu  %^r$  d*une 
Pension.  Positively,  Helen,  you  look  like  a 
Quakeress  or  a  school-girl ;  I  could  almost  have 
taken  you  for  Grace,  our  Anabaptiiit  maid. 
Mais^je  ne  puis  cort^cvoir  Incest  unique r  and 
she  walked  round  an<l  round  her  with  looks  of 
contemptuous  amazement. 

**  I  am  sorry  that  my  dress  does  not  please 
you,"  said  Helen  calmly  ;  "  but  I  believe  it  is 
quite  decorous,  and  at  all  events  it  is  now  too 
late  to  alter  it,  for  the  carriage  will  shortly  be 
at  the  door."' 

**  O  del!  then  I  mu8t  hurry  on  my  things ; 
it  is  really  choquantf  baibarey  not  to  allow  one 
more  time."  Her  toilet  was  at  length  com- 
pleted, and  she  had  so  liberally  availed  herself, 
in  every  respect,  of  the  latitude  of  fashion  and 
her  own  ridiculous  taste,  that  she  offered  a 
complete  contrast  to  her  sister.  In  beauty,  in- 
deed, though  its  character  and  expression  were 
totally  dissimilar,  she  might  be  thought,  at  the 
first  glance,  almost  to  compete  with  Helen ; 
but  her  fantastical  though  stylish-looking  dress 
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w«s  too  obviously  adopted  for  displaT  azid 
effect ;  it  was  the  costume  of  a  theatricai  dan- 
eer,  well  enough  calculated  to  excite  admi- 
ration,  but  by  no  meaDs  fitted  to  ensure  respect 
fqr  its  wearer.  In  ber  deportment  too,  ai  if 
conscious  at  once  of  her  beauty  and  her 
splendid  trappings,  she  betrayed  a  more  tfaiO 
usual  sliare  of  swimming  and  simpering  afl^' 
tation — bridling  up  her  hvady  nodding  her  tall 
plumea,  diving,  and  ducking,  and  ueeming  to 
challenge  all  eyes»  as  she  paraded  along;  a 
carriage  rendered  the  more  conspicuous  by  the 
unassuming  and  ladylike  belf-possession  of  her 
companion. 

Lady  Trevanian  had  abjured  the  errors  d 
iter  youth,  but  she  could  not  bring  hendf 
to  abandon  all  claims  to  the  possession  of  tfaM 
beauty  by  which  they  had  in  great  meaitire 
been  produced.  Since  her  first  settling  in  tbr 
neighbourhood  this  was  the  first  public  oppor* 
tunity  afTordcd  her  for  establishing  her  titk 
to  admiration,  and  she  resolved  to  improve  it 
to  the  utmost.  Her  dress  was  accordii^v 
magnificent ;  ahc  sparkled  in  all  her  diamoodi; 
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the  lartfe  of  her  fine  eyes  was  heightened  by 
roogey  and  her  commanding  figure^  now  swell- 
ing  into  embonpoint,  assumed  the  full  privi- 
lege cf  the  prevailing  mode  for  its  display. 

The  ball-room  was  already  crowded  when  they 
airived,  and  they  had  not  oxlvanccd  far  through 
the  gay  assemblage,  ere  Adeline  encountered 
Ciq>tain  Gahagan,  one  of  the  party  concerned  in 
the  duel-scene  of  the  morning,  and  the  same  who 
had  accosted  her  so  tenderly  in  the  church-yard, 
when  he  picked  up  her  praycr-1)ook.  He  was 
DOW  accoutred  in  a  handsome  full-dress  dragoon 
uniform,  and  being  a  perfect  stranger  to  rmnu 
vaise  honte,  he  advanced  towardM  her,  addressed 
her  as  Miss  Trevanian,  and  requested  the  ho- 
nour of  dancing  with  her-;  a  solicitation  to 
which  the  capricious  coquette,  who  had  fled  from 
him  with  terror  in  the  morning,  but  who  was 
DOW  won  by  his  fine  figure  and  finer  regimen- 
taby  gave  a  simpering  and  confused  assent. 
IjBdy  Trevanian,  conceiving  him  to  be  some 
Loodoo  acquaintance  whom  she  did  not  imme- 
dMtdy  recollect,  resigned  Adeline^s  arm  to  the 
nfoffered  one  of  the  Captain,  and  soon  after 
vol-  n.  o 
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seated  herself  with  Hekn  upon  on  elevated 
on  one  side  of  ihe  roorrt. 

**  Provoking  creature  f*  whispered  Mrs.  Chat*- 
worth,  as  sfie  caup;hc  a  glimpse  of  her  Ladyship 
from  the  extremity  of  the  apartments  "how 
handsome  ^le  atill  looks,  and  what  beautiful 
diamonds  she  has !  1  wonder,^  she  continurd 
in  a  louder  tone,  "that  po<jr  Lady  Trevanian 
6l)ould  venture  here,  considering  the  notorietv 
of  her  former  life." 

"  Whoop !  Mrs.  Chatsworth,"  said  the  S(|uire, 
who  had  overheard  the  observation,  '*  if  all  the 
bad  ones  were  to  dtay  at  home,  you  and  I  knov 
another  thaf  wouldn't  be  here.** 

"  Very  likely,^  replie<i  the  lady  colourisfr 
■lightly*  and  biting  her  lip,  "I  can  only  say  I 
wonder  at  her  asfiurance.** 

"Sink  me!  bo  do  I.  Hau^h  !  haugh  I  haugbf* 
The  Squire  was  about  to  follow  up  this  attack 
by  some  coarse  sarcasm,  when  his  attention  wai 
drawn  to  an  altercation  on  the  subject  of  Sir 
Ambrose  Jessop,  who  in  his  politic  anxietv  to 
ingratiate  himstlf  in  all  quarters,  had  inwi- 
vertently  engaged  himself  to  dance  with  Mn- 
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ChaUworth  and  M]»»  Crawley  at  the  aame  time. 

Lady  Crockatt  had  not  the  smallest  regard  for 
her  young  protegee^  but  as  she  bated  tier  friend 
Mrs.  Chntswortli,  she  asserted  the  cUims  of  her 
rival  with  great  wannlh;  Mrs.  Chats  worth,  who 
lad   designs  of  her   own   upon   Sir  AmbroiSs 
would  not  absolve  him  from  his  engagement ; 
^ftfae  Squire,  with  a  horse  laugh,  offered  to  bet  a 
Hdo2en  of  claret,  that  with  all  his  expertness  as 
Hm  Trimmer,  Sir  Ambrose  could  not  get  out  of 
Hthe  dilemma  unless  he  danced  with  both  ladies 
Hst  once ;  and  the  emliarrassed  Baronet,  like  the 
^Mupposititious  ass  between  the  two  pottleft   of 
havt  stood  with  a  most  lugubrious  and  puzzled 
aspect,  in  vain  appealing  to  the  angry  dispu- 
tants to  liHten  to  his  explanation.     Three  times 
bad  be  exclaimed,  *<  Little  did  I  think,  and  less 
did  1  imagine,*^  without  being  able  to  obtain  a 
further  hearing;  though  he  was  at  lost  fortunate 
enough  to  pronounce  in  a  momentary  pause  this 
•olenm  decision  :  "  In  such  a  distressing  dilem. 
I  fear  I  shall  be  forced  to  follow  my  custo- 
mary course,  by  quitting  the  house  before  the 
two  parties  decide  up<>n  a  division.^ 
o  % 
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**  Indeed,  Sir  Ambras^,^'  said  Mrs.  Chatfr* 
^orihf  **  I  fJiall  not  let  you  off  so  easily." 
And  so  sayiag,  she  bade  adieu  to  further  argu> 
mcDt,  took  hi&  arm,  and  led  olT  her  unpesu^ 
ing  prize  in  triumph  to  the  other  end  of  thr 
rorai*  y  •' 

ii¥  Wna  there  ever  such  a  seliish,  ill-bred  crett^ 
lareT  cried  Lady  Cnx-Jiatt ;  "  slie  docs  it  en 
purpose  to  shock,  iny  ner\x's,  kuuwin^  tJiat  I  am 
at  death's  door:  ordered  to  drink  decuctionof 
AltUsea  every  ludl'-hour  for  my  cough,  and  apply 
the  Anodyne  balsam  three  times  a-day  for  my 
rheumadsra. — £ugh  1  there 's  anotl>er  twinge 
in  the  shoulder.  I  should  have  been  tiiuch 
happier  at  home  with  Cynthia,  (poor  thing !  3t 
made  my  heart  ach  to  hear  her  liowl !)  esftect- 
ally  as  Sir  Carroll  is  gone  to.Honiton.  I  be- 
lieve he  sent  me  here  on  purpose  to  kill  me; 
however^  I  am  determined  to  recover  ifi^lft 
only  to  disappointhiBk^Ml  ,<im^.s   .ti<  i|«r  yjrw  M 

''Whoop!  that's  what  I  callbcbi^  kind 
aaci  hearty  on  both  sides,""  obsen-ed  the  Squiw, 
•*riKl  Oh  li  as  to  kindness,  and  feeliag,  aud  ^yuu 
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■pftthr  in  this  world,  I  have  long  crwcd  to  look 
fot  them.  Nothing  but  icifishntsfc — nothSn/^ 
but  selfishncs*  *  Only  observe  now :  ull  tlie 
^nche«  and  chairs  are  oocupicd  Ity  ladies,  in 
what  I  may  literally  call  rude  health ;  and  not 
ft  soul  ofTcrs  Rie  a  seat,  though  every  body 
knows  what  a  wretched  invalid  I  ami  Ah! 
there 's  lame  old  Mr«.  Archer,  I  see,  haa  quitted 
bcr  's  JDSt  to  speak  to  her  daughter ;  so  III 
whip  into  it  before  she  can  get  back  !  It  ^s  all 
noweuac   to  stand   upon   ceremony   at  public 

balls  r 

A  buEK  from  the  upper  end  of  the  room 
dow  drew  all  eyes  in  that  direction,  where  Sir 
Harcourt  Slingsby,  in  a  ma^iificent  court-suit 
of  velvet  and  brilliants,  was  seen  to  advance ; 
his  inimitable  periwig  waving  and  swinging 
forwrrd  its  perfumed  wings,  as  with  gracefully 
sliding,  diamond-buckled  foot,  he  slowly  won 
his  way  up  the  room,  bowing,  congceing,  smil- 
JBg,  and  addressing  some  ]x>lite  and  pleasant 
speech,  in  his  own  whimsical  phraseology,  to 
erery  one  that   he  knew.     Hearts    and    fans 


y ,        "Nods,  and  becks,  uid  wreathed  smUeB,** 


>layed  around  him ;  and  a  halo  of  sparkliog 
res  encircled  him  wherever  he  stood ;  maoy 
a  fair  one  was  made  happy  by  a  passing  notice 
or  well-tumed  compliment ;  and  happier  than 
all  was  the  blushing  ami  confused  Emily,  when 
he  stopped  opposite  to  her,  made  his  devosn 
with  his  accustomed  courtesy,  extended  hi& 
arm,  and  led  her  out  as  his  partner  for  the 
night. 

Upon  the  first  arrival  of  Lady  Trevanian 
and  her  daughters,  Emily  had  run  eagerly  up  to 
welcome  her  friend  Helen,  and  had  seated  Imt^ 
•elf  by  her  side,  where  she  remained  until  bcr 
brother  had  led  her  away,  to  be  introduced  to 
one  of  his  friends  in  another  part  of  the  room. 
Observing  that  Helen  was  unprovided  with  • 
partner,  and  feeling  particularly  anxious  that 
she  should  not  be  subjected  even  to  the  appear- 
ance of  a  slight}  while  the  mysterious  occurrence 
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in  the  paintiag-rooiu  remained  unexplained  to 
Lady  Crockatl  and  Mrs.  Cijat&worih,  slic  whii- 
pered  to  Sir  Harcourt  t)iat  aa  she  was  herself 
XK>t  much  accustomed  to  the  cornnt,  "^th  which 
it  was  proposed  to  begin,  she  would  be  particu- 
larly obliged  by  his  allowing  her  to  sit  down 
during  that  dance,  and  his  engaging  her  friend 
Miss  Trevanian  as  her  substitute.  Kindnessi  of 
heart,  that  indisfiensable  constituent  in  the  cha- 
racter of  a  real  fine  gentleman,  was  {lossesscd 
I  by  Sir  Harcourt  in  an  eminent  degree,  and  his 
own  amiability  leading  him  instantly  to  diHcover 
£mily's  motive,  increased  hitt  respect  for  her, 
while  it  disinclined  him  the  mure  to  |)art  from 
her,  even  for  a  single  dance.  A  nobleman  of 
his  acquaintance  entering  the  ball-room  at  this 
moment,  he  introduced  him  to  Helen  as  a  part- 
ner, and  Emily,  now  tlmt  her  friend  was  in  the 
same  set  with  herself,  acquitted  herself  so  cre- 
ditably in  the  corant,  that  the  Squire  at  its  con- 
clusion bustled  up  to  Sir  Harcourt,  exclaiming 
in  a  loud  whisper,  "  Whoop  I  Baronet,  Emy 
reminds  me  more  and  more  of  the  grey 
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mare. 
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t  Poor  Juno,  thougli  she  showed  ao  little  hlood  in 
the  pastern,  could  come  m-w  a  fivc-barred  gate  as 
li^[tt  as  ft  greyhound;  and  though  !E'inj*s  not 
thoroiigli-brcd  in  the  fetlock,  sink  me!  if  she 
doeetrt  foot  it  m  neady,  and  go  as  tru^  to  the 
time  as  the  best  of  them." 

Helen's  partner  proved  to  be  an  intcTltgcnl 
jAnd  accompHshed  nobleman ;  Adeline's  was  es- 
-tactly  adapted  to  her  taste,  for  he  wore  a  bril- 
liant uniform,  and  never  spoke  to  her  without 
a  compliment,  either  upon  her  beauty  or  her 
-idress;  Emily  was  at  the  pinnacle  of  happiness; 
and  all  were  enjoying  the  night's  entertainment, 
except  Lady  Trevanian,  who,  unknown  to  her 
daughters,  was  enduring  a  scries  of  mortiiicatioos 
such  as  she  had  never  before  experienced.    Ifa 
the  little  drcle  of  wits,  h'tcrati,  and  demireps 
which  she  had  formed  around  herself  in  London, 
she  had  been  looked  up  to  as  the  life,  grace,  afid 
ornament  of  a  limited  but  gay  and   aiiimatn^ 
coterie.     In  the  country  slic  was  well  aware  thsi 
this  sort  of  society  was  not  to  be  found,  nor  ^ 
she  expect  a  general  reception  among  such  vi& 
taots  as  the  neighbourhood  afforded  ;  but  seve- 
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r»lof  undoubted  respectability  had  either  called 
or  sent  their  cards;  with  iome  she  was  upon 
tcnna  uf  aa  much  intimacy  as  the  lapse  of  time 
alloved;  and  the  ubst*nce  of  others,  who  hud 
neglected  to  notice  her»  she  fondly  attributed  to 
accident  or  inudvt-rture,  rather  than  desig^i.  At 
tlie  ball,  however,  she  was  painfully  enabled  to 
appreciate  the  real  e&timation  in  which  she  wu 
held :  aeveral  of  those  who  from  curiosity  or 
the  listlescness  of  a  country  life  had  been  in- 
duced to  visit  her,  were  so  far  from  feeling  dis- 
posed to  recognize  the  acquaintance  in  the  face 
of  the  aMembled  neighbourhood  ^  that  when 
they  had  occasion  to  pass  her,  they  made  a 
point  of  looking  up  to  admire  the  beauty  of  the 
dtandelier  that  hung  fron\  the  ceiling ;  or  across 
the  room  at  the  military  trophies  with  which 
the  opposite  wall  was  decorated,  or  in  any  di- 
rection except  that  where  she  was  srated.  Not 
a  few,  who  were  anxious  to  fta-tify  their  own 
doubtful  reputations  by  the  manifestation  of  an 
indignant'  prudery,  gave  their  heads  a  scorn- 
ful toss  OA  Ihey  passed,  or  kept  themselves  aloof 
o  5 
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by  a  marked  and  pointed  avoidance.  Among 
the  latter  might  be  reckoned  Mrs.  Chatsworth, 
whose  professions  of  friendship  in  private  had 
been  as  warm  as  her  public  demeanour  was  now 
cold  and  insulting.  Of  the  more  virtuous  and 
delicately-minded  females,  some  avoided  look- 
ing at  her  Ladyship  at  all,  for  fear  of  wounding 
her  feelings ;  while  others  gazed  upon  her  as 
they  passed  with  a  look  of  commiseratiofi, 
which  her  proud  spirit  felt  with  more  bitter- 
ness than  if  their  eyes  had  been  fraught  with 
a  thousand  insults. 

Tliere  she  sate,  in  all  the  blaze  of  rank, 
beauty,  and  diamonds — alone,  avoided,  des- 
pised; but  though  she  was]  stung  to  tlie  heart^a 
core  by  this  public  and  cutting  humiliation, 
she  disdained  to  manifest  her  iudignatioa  by 
the  smallest  exterior  betrayal.  An  air  of  per- 
fect complacency  sate  upon  her  features  as  she 
surveyed  the  whole  scene ;  she  had  the  most 
gracious  and  winning  smiles  for  those  who  spoke 
to  her,  a  haughty  and  contemptuous  saeer  for 
such  as  gave  themselves  any  airs  of  squeamish- 
ness,  and  an  undaunted  stare  for  all  those  who 
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ventured  to  encounter  the  artillery  of  her  eyet, 
which  from  her  very  rarely  winking  them  (a 
process  that  soften »  ond  subdues  the  fiercest 
orbs)  wore  ad  exprenaion  of  peculiar  boldneM 
and  defiance. 

The  ball  was  now  nearly  concludod,  and  He* 
len  and  £niilyy  with  their  partners,  were  seated 
together  in  familiar  and  cheerful  convemcy  when 
a  friend  of  Sir  Harcourt's  observed  that  if  the 
present  entertainment  was  given  to  celebrate 
the  cessation  of  die  executions,  he  feared  it 
would  be  premature,  as  another  of  the  rt^bcls 
bad  that  morning  l>cen  lodged  in  Lyme  Gaol, 
wlio  would  probably  be  soon  tried  imd  bung 
up,  since  he  bad  acted  a  rather  conspicuous 
part  in  tl>e  Duke^s  army.  Sir  Harcourt  in- 
quired his  name,  and  his  friend  replied  tliat  he 
had  seen  him  as  he  was  entering  the  prison^  and 
recognized  him  as  young  Reuben  Apsley,  the 
nephew  of  his  neighbour,  Mr.  Goldingham. 

Helen,  who  had  been  listening  in  an  agony 
of  suspense  to  this  statement,  which  came  upon 
her  quite  by  surprise,  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
struggle  with  her  feelings.     A  deep  suffusion 
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suddenly  flushed  her  face^  neck,  and  brow, 
\vhich  was  as  rapidly  succeeded  by  a  deadly 
palenesft;  she  felt  an  instant  aickaess  at  bet 
Jieort,  the  scene  swam  before  her  eyes,  a  hollMi 
muruiur  rung  in  her  ears,  she  faltcrcxl  out « 
{ew  indistinct  sounds^  and  sank  back  fainting 
iq  bcr  ehair.  *^£t  i&  the  heat,''  exctaxmed 
Emilyi  supporting  her  in  her  arms  ;  **  she  eoifr>  I 
plained  of  being  fatigued — ^a  littlo  air  and 
Huagary  water  will  quickly  bring  her  to  her- 
self." Tlicse  remedies,  which  were  prompdr 
appUed,  proved  in  a  short  time  eificacinus,  and 
she  again  opened  her  eyes,  although  still  too 
bewildered  and  confused  exactly  to  campr^ 
hend  what  had  pasaed.  In  answer  to  the  m^ 
oierous  inquirers  who  crowded  confusedly  about 
her  to  learn  the  cause  of  her  illness,  Emily 
assigned  the  same  reason  for  it  as  before,  and 
assisted  Sir  Harcourt  Slingsby  in  supporthif 
her  to  Lady  Trevanion,  who  immediately  ac- 
companied  her  to  the  carnage,  whicli  was  for- 
tunately in  waiting.  The  motion  of  the  v^hide 
contributed  to  bring  her  to  herself,  and  she  hai 
soon  shaken  off  her  momentary  indisposdtion: 
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but  when  her  returning  consciouiness  bruught 
to  her  recoUectidn  that  the  had  publicly  ex- 
posed her  weakness,  for  the  knew  nothing  of 
the  friendly  interpretation  which  Emily  had  90 
readily  put  upon  her  illness;  alx>ve  all  when 
abc  redacted  that  Mrs.  Chataworth  and  Ladj 
Crockatt  would  not  fail  lo  draw  a  thousand 
injunoufl  inferenees  from  the  circumstancr,  abd 
perhaps  publish  tlieui  to  all  the  world ;  Buuh  a 
deep  sense  of  huniihation  suddenly  overwhelm- 
ed her,  that  the  blood  agnin  rushed  tuiiiultuous- 
ly  to  her  face;  she  felt  a  momentary  di/7iiies8y 
as  if  about  to  suffer  a  relapse,  and  rode  oti  in 
the  niofit  distressing  though  alent  agony  of 
nuxid.  Adeline,  who  hod  not  learnt  the  infor- 
BUtion  respecting  Reu1>en,  by  which  her  sister 
bad  been  orereuni'j,  was  too  deeply  oceiipied  in 
recalling  the  fulsome  coniplimentB  she  luul  re- 
ceived from  her  ntu&ta&hoed  partner,  to  need 
Bay  other  companion  than  her  own  vain  aod 
gkldy  thoughts ;  and  it  w«  perhaps  fortunate 
for  Helen  that  her  attention  was  soon  witJidrawn 
from  the  painful  occurrence  in  the  balUroom 
to  the  sudden  and  unprecedented  anguish  Ixs 
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trayed  by  her  mother.  Lady  Trevanian's  ncrres 
had  received  a  shock  from  Helenas  alarming 
ilhiess,  which  had  in  some  degree  weakened  her 
customary  audacity,  and  when  she  reverted  to 
the  pointed  indignities  that  she  had  experienced, 
when  she  reflected  upon  the  injury  which  her 
unpopular  character  was  likely  to  inflict  upon 
the  children  whom  she  loved,  all  the  error*  of 
her  past  life  seemed  to  rise  up  in  judgment 
against  her;  her  spirit  was  no  longer  kept  in 
a  state  of  tension  by  the  support  of  her  pride, 
her  feelings  suddenly  broke  through  the  barrien 
by  which  they  had  been  forcibly  restrained,  she 
fell  upon  Helen's  neck,  burst  into  a  hysteria] 
passion  of  tears,  and  sobbed  like  a  child  until 
the  carriage  arrived  at  Harpsden  Hall. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

"  Stone  walls  do  not  k  priMQ  make, 

Nur  iron  ban  a  cafe ; 
Minds  innoceiit  aud  qui«t  take 

That  fur  an  hermitage. — 
If  I  have  freedom  in  my  love, 

And  in  my  m3u1  am  free, 
Angela  altiue^  that  soar  aboTe, 

Eqjuy  such  Liberty." 

RiCUAaO    LOVKLACI. 


Hblen  passed  a  sleepless  night,  a  prey  to 

ious  emotions,  of  which  she  herself  did  not 

exactly  comprehend  the  source,  thoiigh  she  felt 

lem  to  be  not  less   degrading   than    painful. 

'That  tlie  self  possession  which  she  haxl  evinced 

under  circumstances  equally  critical  and  trying, 

lould  desert  her  at  the  moment  when  she  had 

lost  urgent  need   of  its  support,  and  expose 

[tier  to  the  injurious  comments  of  a  crowded 
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assembly,  wa3  hutniliaCing  to  lier  pride,  to  that 
booest  pride  which  aimed  not  only  to  be  sa]ie- 
rior  to  miscx>Dduct»  but  eveo  to  the  suspidm 
of  it.  From  Lady  Crockatt  and  Mrs.  Chatt- 
vortb,  who  would  probably  connect  her  tUlkess 
with  the  unexplained  occurrence  in  the  piuntiiig- 
room»  she  anticipated  erery  thing  that  wm 
sneering  and  contumelious,  nor  could  sbe  yei 
without  compromising  herself  nnd  family^  m- 
deceive  them,  and  assert  the  purity  of  ber 
pwn  motives  and  conduct.  The  acute  distren 
by  which  she  had  been  so  utterly  overcontt 
upon  learning  Reuben's  arrest,  she  herself  sttzv 
buted  solely  to  the  surprise  of  the  momcDtY  ^ 
the  deep  interest  which  she  would  naturaflj 
take  in  the  safety  of  a  man  with  whose  fateiloi 
of  herself  and  sister  had  become  so  strangsjj 
implicated  ;  one  whom  she  herself  had  Iwes 
the  means  uf  preserving  from  danger  oo  a  fbo- 
iDcr  occasion,  and  one,  above  all,  whose  dctti 
would  make  a  total  stupwreck  of  Adeline's  ha^ 
piness.  These  were  considerations  abuodautlj 
suiGcient  to  explain  and  vindicate  her  en^OB^ 
though  they  might  not  remove  ber  regret  «l  lit 


reakocss  which  »\w  bad  bctniyc^cl,  m>r  recoDcile 
her  to  its  publicity.     As  to  the  supposifioD  of 
any  more  tender  and  heartfelt  attachment,  as  <D 
the  possibility  of  her  loving  the  mtne  nian  as 
Adeline^  of  her  becoming  the  rival  of  her  siflier, 
auch  a  notion  had  not  even  sugge^ited  itself  to 
bosom,  and  if  it  had,  it  would  have  l)ef& 
lignantly  chased  away  as  a  de!U.*cration  of  ^km 
tctuary  into  which  it  had  intruded. 
All   thoughts,   however,    upon  her  own  ac- 
Lnt,  either  aa  to  the  danger  she  might  incur 
a  discovery  of  the  port  she  had  acted  to. 
\a  Reulien,  or  of  the  calumnious  rumours 
which  htr  character  nti^ht  boasiaiied,  speed- 
ily yielded  to  that  generous  considenition  for 
^■iie  hapifinesa  and  safety  of  others  which  formed 
^■ihe  distinguishing  trait  of  her  mind.     Adeline 
Biras  at  present  in  happy  ignonincc  of  her  lover^s 
Ante,  a   situation  in  which   she  determined   to 
Ki^ave    her,   (unless   she    should    learn   it    fron 
"withers,)  until  she  should  have  tidings  ^>  com- 
municate which  might  perhaps  entirely  counter- 
„,    act,  or  at  least  alleviate,  the  shock  of  the  intel- 
',  by  affording  her  a  rational  ground  of 
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hope,  that  he  might  escape  the  fangs  of  the 
law,  alihough  he  was  already  within  it-s  clutches 
Could  she  effect  Reuben's  deliverance,  shtf 
would  secure  Adeline's  present  happiness,  wluit- 
ever  might  lie  the  ultimate  result  of  her  attacfa- 
raent  to  him,  and  thus  atcfaieve  a  double  gnod  U> 
others,  while  she  afforded  to  her  own  heart  the 
sweetest  and  no1>test  suloee  uf  which  it  was  sut- 
'ccptible.  Difficult  of  accomplishment  as  such 
a  project  might  appear,  a  hint  hail  been  acci- 
dentally afforded  to  her  which  held  out  a  feasi- 
ble prospect  of  its  realization,  and,  forgetting 
all  selfish  or  minor  considerations,  she  set  about 
the  execution  of  her  plan  with  an  energy  pcu* 
portionate  to  the  vital  importance  of  its  obJ£cL 
It  will  be  recollected  that  on  the  mommgol 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice's  departure  from  Harpr 
den  Hall,  he  had  received  a  message  from  a 
gentleman  who  desired  to  speak  with  him  « 
confidential  business;  when,  aa  the  drawing- 
rooms  were  occupied,  he  had  l>een  ushered  into 
Helen'*8  painting-room.  At  this  n^oment  ibr 
herself  was  in  the  closet,  preparing  the  imfdfr 
loents  of  her  art,  and  had  thus  uoiu^eatiQiwfij 


ta^ 


^otrie  tlie  auditrvss  of  a  <y>riy«T«iHon,  of  which 
she  caiild  sufficiently  gather  the  import  from 
f  uch  detached  portions  as  reached  hf  r  e«r.  Of 
Bweflreys'  rfiare,  indeed — for  with  all  !iis  bliw- 
tering  he  could  soften  his  voice  upon  occa- 
skxi, — she  had  heard  but  little;  but  from  the 
louder  and  more  angry  expostulations  of  the 
tranger»  she  Icamt  that  he  was  the  near  relation 
a  Mr.  Prideaux,  a  gentleman  of  Devonshire, 
lO  had  been  iuiprisone<!  for  his  share  in  Mon- 
ies rebellion,  and  whose  life  Jeffreys  had 
'nted  to  spare  for  a  bribe  of  ten  thousand 
pounds  to  himself.     To  this  proposition,  on  ac- 

Cunt  of  the  largeness  of  the  sum,  or  the  cin- 
mstances  of  the  family,  there  had  been  some 
lur ;  but  the  present    vinitant   came  in  all 
ib  inform   Jeffreys    before  he   left  the 
itjy  that  they  had   at   length    raided   the 
%  and  were  ready  to  accede  to  his  terma. 
*•  You  were  all    fools  together  to  boggle  at 
first  offer  !"  said  the  rapacious  and  inhuman 
icker  in  bIoo<] ;  "for  I  must  now  have  Hf^ 
teen  thousand  for  the  fellow's  life  V*  "^' 

The   stranger  loudly  inveighed   against  the 


M8 


ESCBBN    AP6L£T. 


cruelty  and  injusdoe  of  tliia  estordoiu  until  his 
Lordship  stop[>ed  him  by  exclmaiini^ — 

"  Remember^  Sir,  that  every  tiipe  you  raise 
your  voice,  I  shall  raise  my  price  1"  Whcm 
knowing  the  character  of  the  oiau  with  whoa 
he  had  to  deal,  and  fearing  that  he  migbx  eu- 
force  his  threat,  as  he  mosv  assuredly  vrouU 
hare  done  bad  any  further  objections  been 
urged,  he  consented  to  give  him  the  fifteen 
thousand  pounds  in  a  few  days,  and  iDdigQaDtij 
withdrew. 

Prudently  keeping  to  herself  the  secret  Q" 
which  she  haxl  so  unexpectedly  become  tbedfr 
positary,  Ilelen'^s  curiosity  had  subsequent!)*  ii>< 
duced  her  to  make  some  inquiries  as  to  dv 
fate  of  the  individual  so  expensively  ron&onudj 
when  she  learnt  that  he  had  been  dischirgid 
from  prison,  to  the  surprise  of  all  those  wIid 
were  unacquainted  with  the  infamous  veoalit; 
of  the  Judge,  and  was  again  quietly  residiflf 
upon  his  estate. 

From  this  occurrence  slie  deduced  her  brfSj 
of  Reuben*s  reprieve   from  the  jaws  of  dvA\ 


ner  from  JeiPnyg ;  having  r>cccrpiipd '  '^  '!m  d6ii« 
ncuous  sUticvi  in  society  than  l^Ir.  Pridcaux, 
might,  probftbly,  be  relc»<ied   for  a  much 
»re  'moderate  sum ;  his   uncle  whs  wealthy, 
id  wouM  scarcely  hesitate  at  McriBcing  n  por- 
m  of  his  forttme  for  one  whom  he  had  adopt- 
as  his  son :  lo  him,  therefore,  she  n-Milved 
have  immediate*  ppcmirse ;  to  reveal  what  she 
»w,  and  suggest  the  propriety  of  his  hurry- 
to  London,  and  tenipttng  the  cupidity  of  the 
idge  by  a  handsome  ofl'er  for  the  lifi?  of  his 
»bew.     She  felt  that  there  was  not  a  moment 
he  lost.     If  Reuben  were  once  put  upon  his 
I,  tho  difficulties  would,  perhaps,  be  render-' 
insuparable;  an  account  of  his  seixure  had 
been  alreatly  transmitted  to  London';' 
Lkasit  delay  might  ruin  them  all,  and  exthw 
ti  ercry  hope ;  and  with  these  convictions 
her  mind,  the  result  of  her  de]il>erntions 
irou^h  a  long  slee{>leas  night,  she  aro«c  at  an 
!arly  hour,  ordered  the  carriage,  nnd  drove  over 
Goldingham  Place.     Not  even  to  her  mother 
iihe  communicate  her  intetition;  for  she 
the  times  to  be  full  of  cruelty  and  perif;^ 
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and,  if  she  failed  in  her  enterprize,  she  reaolTed 
that  the  sole  responsibility  of  it  should  attach 
to  herself. 

She  found  Groldingham  in  deep  affliction  at 
the  imprisonnient  of  his  nephew^  which  he  had 
learnt  soon  after  its  occurrence,  and  not  a  littk 
surprized  at  receiving  so  early  a  visit  from  as 
unaccompanied  young  lady;  nor  was  thi*  feel- 
ing diminished  when  he  loarnt  the  purport  of 
her  coming.  Although  he  had  devised  varioui 
schemes  for  Rouben'^s  escape,  and  had  indeed 
just  concluded  an  engagement  with  a  Captoio 
for  procuring  his  conveyance  to  HoUand,  Kp 
hod  so  utterly  abandoned  all  expectatitm  rf 
saving  him,  from  the  moment  ho  had  leamt  Iw 
committal  to  prison,  that  the  prospect  ik* 
opened  to  him  by  Helen's  communicatioD  sui 
denly  raised  him  from  the  very  depths  of  dM-i 
pair  to  the  pinnacle  of  hope.  Her  previovj 
conduct  had  exalted  her  in  his  esteem,  and  birj 
present  intelligence,  combined  with  the  pi 
titude  of  her  interference,  and  the  forethoa0|4^ 
and  sagacity  of  her  suggestions  as  to  the 
manner  of  negociating  with  Jefireys,  raic 
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[minition    to  such   a    pitch  of  rapture,  tbaC 

le  took  her  hand  Ix-twcen   both   of  lii«  own, 

and  shaking  it  long  and  cordially,  exclaimed— 

Madam,     Madam,    you    arc   a  paragon,    a 

*h(£nix; — I  feel — I  feel— may  I  perish  if  ever 

iSelt  so  before  in  all  my  life.     If  my  poor  boy 

lould  be  saved,  and  ever  forget  his  generous 

lefactress,  I  'U  give  him  a  Rose-allcy  saluta- 

3on— ril  cudgel,    rU  half  kiU— Adod !   Ill 

isinherit  the  rascal.     Hem  !* 

Helen  declared  with  a  slight  blush,  as  she 

;ed  her  hand,  that   common  humanity 

rould  Imve  led  her  to  c<mduct  herself  in  a  simi- 

manner  towards  any  other  individual ;    dia- 

imed  anv  merit  in  the  transaction,  and  ex* 

her  hope  that   the  pecuniary    sacrifice 

try  for  his  nephew's  preservation  would 

I  be    a  heavy   one»    "  Lookye,    Madam»" 

ie<l  Goldinghom,  **  whatever  it  may  lie,  every 

ling  of  it  shall  come  out  of  his  own  fortune, 

led  it  will  hold  out ;  fur  he  has  but  a  sleu- 

pntriniony,  I   can  assure  you.     A  y"ung, 

f    splf-willed,    deaf,    blind,    wrong-headed 

ipca,  a  gull,  a  widgeon,  to  rush  into 
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this  madcap  afiair  in  sjiite  of  my  advice  to  the 
contrary.  He  shall  smart  for  it,  he  shall  pay 
for  it ;  ay,  and  through  the  nose  Aladaxn,  too, 
tJirough  the  nose.     Hem  !^ 

Helen  advised  that,  as  money  waa*  no  coofl* 
deration  compared  to  life,  a  hondaome  sum 
should  be  offered  in  the  first  instance^  lest  the 
worthy  Judge  should  either  decline  the  ncgo- 
ciation  altogether,  or  demand  some  exorbitaot 
amount,  and  advance  upon  it,  if  not  immedi- 
ately conceded,  aa  he  had  done  in  the  caie 
of  which  she  had  overheard  the  particukn. 
Though  Goldingham  would  scarcely  have  bog* 
gled  at  any  bribe  which  could  ensure  Reuben's 
safety,  he  neitlier  Uked  to  hear  money  so  digbt' 
ingly  mentioned,  nor  could  he  bear  to  have  k 
thought  that  he  was  not  more  competent,  Uuo 
au}'  one  else  in  the  world,  to  drive  a  good  bar- 
gain. *' Odsbuds  !  Madam,*"  he  exclaimed,  ** if 
you  knew  how  people  toil  and  turmoil  to  get  a 
fortune,  you  would  rather  be  inclined  to  tliuik 
tliat  life  is  no  consideration  compared  to  maotj* 
We  must  not  spoil  our  own  market;  it's  m««0 
to   begin  low,  for  we  can  always  rise   in  oar 
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pace.  Leave  me  to  deal  with  him.  Fax,' 
diark»  vulture  as  he  is,  he  must  be  deeper  than 
I  take  him  for,  if  he  can  gain  any  undue  ad- 
vantage over  Isaac  Groldingham.     Hem  f* 

Upon  this  subject  Helen  declared  her  in- 
eompetency  to  o£Per  any  opinion,  but  strenu- 
oaaly  recommending  him  not  to  come  away 
without  a  deBuitive  understanding  with  his 
Lordship,  she  bade  htm  adieu,  expressed  the 
most  heartfelt  wishes  for  the  success  of  his 
mUsion,  and  set  off  an  her  return  to  Harpsden 
Hall.  •*  How  I  do  love  a  woman  of  business  !" 
^aculated  Groldingham  as  the  carnage  drove 
away ;  '*  I  have  seen  many  brokers  of  twenty 
years'  standing  that  have  had  less  notion  how 
to  get  out  of  a  cross-grained  affjur  than  yonder 
girL  She  goes  through  the  world  with  her 
eyes  and  ears  open,  knows  how  to  set  about 
things,  loses  no  time  in  shilly-shallying,  but 
strikes  the  iron  while  it  is  hot  Make  a  capital 
wife  for  any  one  in  want  of  such  an  article.** 

That  he  might  nut  forfeit  his  own  clmm  to 
dispatch  while  eulogizing  the  promptitude  of 
another,  he  immeiiately  <Mdered  out  the  old 
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carriage,  directed  four  post-horses  to  be  sent 
fur,  packed  up  his  silken  armour  and  his  Pro- 
testant flail»  for  it  was  inapo&sible  to  say  what 
Popish  plots  might  suddenly  explode  duriog 
his  residence  in  the  metropolis ;  added  sud) 
travelling  necessaries  as  he  might  require,  re- 
plenished liis  waistcoat  pocket  with  lumps  of 
sugar,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  from  the  time 
of  Helen's  quitting  the  door,  was  whirling  akog 
the  road  to  London  at  a  pace  which  threateocd 
to  dislocate  some  of  the  bones  of  his  andent 
vehicle.  Of  his  success,  now  that  he  had  ascer- 
tained the  lives  of  the  prisoners  to  be  market- 
able conunoditics,  he  did  not  entertain  a  doubt. 
He  had  always  considered  money  to  be  litde 
less  than  omnipotent;  that  any  man  in  hi^  Koset 
sliould  refuse  a  good  round  sum  for  the  li/e  of 
a  stranger,  when  he  could  get  noUiing  by  lus 
death,  seemed  to  him  an  absurdity  too  moo- 
strous  to  be  anticipated  ;  and  though  he  could 
not  think  without  an  occasional  twinge,  of 
drawing  the  hard-earned  cash  from  his  own 
pocket,  to  enrjcli  such  a  scoundrel  as  Jeffnjt, 
yet  the  preservation  of  his  nephew  reconciled 
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him  to  every  thing,  and  he  rode  forward  in 
great  complacency,  liberally  paying  his  drivers, 
ejaculating  occasional  "  Flenis  V  and  not  un- 
frequently  making  application  to  the  saccharine 
solace  iu  his  waistcoat  pocket. 

Arriving  without  any  accident  in  London,  he 
proceeded  immediately  to  his  Lordship^s  house, 
but  did  not  find  it  so  easy  to  gain  access  to 
him  as  he  had  conjectureil,  especially  when  he 
reflected  that  the  pur{K>rt  of  his  visit  was  to 
put  a  handsome  sum  of  money  into  his  p<xket. 
In  reward  of  his  siuiguinary  services  in  the 
West,  Jeffreys  had  now  been  created  Lord 
Chancellor,  an  appointment  which  of  course 
greatly  increased  the  number  of  his  engage- 
ments, and  had  not  in  any  degree  tended  to 
mitigate  his  s waggeri ng  ar roga ncc.  W hen , 
however,  Isaac  was  at  last  admitted  to  a  pri- 
vate audience,  it  chanced  that  the  great  man, 
now  elevated  to  the  sunnnit  of  power  and  dig- 
nity, was  in  an  unusually  gracious  and  compla- 
cent mood,  a  frame  of  mind  which  did  not  im- 
bue him  with  an  atom  of  suavity,  but  merely 
converted  his  habitual  hectoring  manner  into  an 
p  2 
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insolent  bantering  raillery,  which  he  mistook 
for  a  witty  condescension.  Allliough  it  wai 
morning  he  had  been  plying  his  pipe  with  such 
diligence  that  the  room  in  which  he  sat  was 
clouded  with  smoke,  from  the  midst  of  which 
his  fierce  mid  inflamed  countenance  emerged, 
like  an  angry  and  lurid  sun  out  of  a  fog;  i 
lamp  was  by  his  side,  apparently  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reluming  his  pipe,  although  fn>m  the 
atmosphere  of  the  apartment  it  did  not  seem  to 
liave  been  often  extinguished :  it  was  now  ia 
his  mouth,  and  he  was  occupied  ia  reading 
and  turning  over  a  large  roll  of  pnpers,  "  Mr. 
Goldberry,  or  Mr.  Goldbeater,  I  believe,*  br 
exclaimed  as  his  visitor  entered,  **  sit  ye  dovo. 
Sir;  sit  ye  down ;"  and  he  retuxned  bia  eyes  to 
the  paper. 

*'  My  name  is  Goldingham,  my  Lord,"  Mid 
Isaac,  taking  a  chair. 

"  Ay,  ay,  I  recollect  it  now,'*  said  his  Lcn!- 
ship,  after  finisiiing  the  page  he  was  reading : 
"  I  stuck  to  your  gold,  you  see,  whicli  I  dare 
say  you  consider  the  best  part  about  you,  eb, 
ah?     Melhinks  I  can  guess   at   your  errand, 
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Mr.  Goldbeiry  ;  you  need  not  open  your  brief, 
for  I  know  the  whole  case.  Lord !  Lord  !  to 
see  how  the  judgment  of  Heaven  falls  upon  all 
these  rebels  and  traitors !  We  have  got  your 
nephew  I  find;  I  forget  his  name;  the  young 
boMite-fiUf  the  juvenile  advocate  of  sedition  and 
rebellion;  and  I  take  it,  Mr.  Goldberry,  that 
you  will  not  have  wit  enough  to  prevent  his 
swinging.** 

"  I,  my  Lord ;  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  man 
of  wit.** 

"Nay,  Sir,  you  do  yourself  injustice,  for 
you  are  rich,  I  hear,  passing  rich  ;  and  to  get 
more  money  than  your  neighbours  is  to  outwit 
them — ia  it  not,  eh,  ha  ?  It  *s  many  years  since 
I  read  Sir  John  Suckling^s  "  Session  of  the 
Poets,'"  but  I  remember  tliat  Apollo  gives  the 
prize  of  wit  to  a  rich  alderman  : — 

'  Apollo  declared  that  the  very  best  sign 
Of  good  fitore  of  wit  *8  to  have  f^ood  store  of  ooin. 
And  without  a  syllable  more  or  less  said. 
He  put  the  laurel  on  the  Aldennan'a  head.' 

You  see  I  have  not  been  always  among  the 
Uw-books,  eh  ?** 
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Considering;  all  this  to  l>e  merely  thrown  out 
as  a  lure  for  a  handsome  offer,  proportionate  to 
his  reputed  fortune,  Goldingham  observed,  '*  If 
ybiit  Lordship  thinks  that  wealth  is  wit,  I  ud 
vlery  willing  to  part  with  some  of  mine  to  ave 
tiiy  nephew's  life ;  and  I  am  ready  to  hold  my- 
self responsible  for  his  future  good  conduct.  I 
be5<*cch  you  to  remember,  m^-^  Lord,  that  he  U 
very   young ;   ho  must   have  been   misled  bv 

otliers,  for  naturally " 

'  '  "Oh,  ay,  naturally — I  dare  say  he  is  a  very 
simple,  witless,  harmless  innocent.  I  don't  deny 
his  being  a  fool ;  but  a  goose,  though  it  nuy 
have  no  sting,  can  hiss  as  well  as  a  snake:  wr 
must  silence  the  preachers  of  sedition,  for  a 
tongue  is  sometimes  sharper  than  a  sword, 
though  your  nephew,  I  sm  told,  plied  both 
weapons  equally  well.  As  to  his  fiiture  good 
cotiduct  I  will  take  no  security  but  his  own.* 
''"**- And  that  he  shall  give,  my  Lord,  to  any 
attiount.^ 

*'  Twopence,  Mr.  Goldberry,  twopence  will 
suffice,  for  he  shall  not  be  called  upon  to  enter 
into  any  other  security  than  that  of  a  hempen 
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halter,  and  he  must  have  a  longer  head  than  I 
suspect  if  he  can  then  manage  to  forfeit  his 
recognizance.  Nay,  Sir,  nay,  you  need  not 
appeal  to  me;  I  told  you  that  he  should 
swing  if  we  caught  him,  and  in  these  matters 
I  seldom  break  my  word.  His  life  is  not  worth 
an  old  Harry  groat." 

**  With  submission,  my  Lord,  it  is  worth 
much  more  to  me,  and  I  am  willing  to  make  it 
worth  much  more  to  His  Majesty,**  said  Gold- 
ingham,  who  knew  that  any  bribe  to  Jeffrt'ys 
was  to  be  passed  off  as  ransom-money  to  the 
King. 

"  Eh,  ha !  how  to  His  Majesty  ?"  inquired 
the  Judge.  Goldingham  had  come  with  the 
full  intention  of  higgling  and  huckstering,  and 
showing  his  skill  in  driving  a  good  bargain,  but 
the  1>arc  mention  of  his  ncphew^s  swinging  had 
banished  all  these  mercenary  thoughts  from  hw 
head;  and  deeming  it  better  to  mention  a  good 
round  sum  at  once,  so  as  to  close  the  discussion* 
he  replied — "  Lookye,  my  Lord ;  I  consider 
the  young  man^s  fortune  to  be  about  five  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  I  am  willing,  as  his  guardian, 
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for  he  is  not  yet  of  age,  to  give  every  farthmg 
of  that  sum  for  his  life,  hard  as  it  may  be  that 
he  should  Uvc  as  a  beggar/* 

"  We  will  spare  him  that  liordship  by  lettbg 
him  die  aa  one.  Lord  I  Lord!  Mr.  GoldberTj} 
*  he  that  is  born  under  a  threepenny  planet  vill 
never  be  worth  a  groat.*  You  remind  me  of 
tlie  t^pendthrift  tliat  made  up  to  an  heiress,  and 
oficred,  if  she  would  marry  him,  to  settle  her 
whole  fortune  upon  her.  Thank  ye,  said  the 
wench,  but  it  is  so  settled  already.  Enow  you 
not,  Sir«  that  the  fortune  of  traitors  is  alreadv 
forfeited  to  the  Kingr 

"  True,  my  Lord,  true,''*  said  Goldinghom, 
morlitied  at  the  palpable  oversiglu  of  which  be 
had  been  guilty  ;  *^  but  before  trial  and  convic- 
tion 1  believe  it  may  always  be  conveyed  avaj; 
hem!  And  I  would  lodge  that  sum  in  your 
hands  immediately.*" 

Jeffreys  had  already  very  handsomely  fe*- 
iliered  his  nest ;  his  present  lucrative  office 
placed  him  above  the  temptation  to  any  very 
flagrant  corruption;  perhaps  it  could  not  be 
any  longer  practised  with  safety ;  perhap  he 


XEOBF.X    APAX.KY. 


8S1 


■was  determined  to  punish  Guldingham  for  the 
rebuff  he  had  experienced  from  him  at  Lord 
Trevanian's.  Whatever  might  \ye  the  motive, 
he  had  resolved  not  to  spare  Reuben  Apsley; 
and  thinking  he  might  as  well  affect  a  tone  of 
indignant  surprise  at  the  very  idea  of  hi«  cor- 
ruptibility, he  took  the  pipe  from  his  mouth, 
and  with  one  of  his  blustering  looks,  exclaimed: 

"  In  my  hands  Sir?  What,  do  you  lake  me 
for  one  of  the  Voltorcs  and  Carliaccios  of  the 
mobile  ?  for  a  sordid  Sheriff  Bethel  ?  Is  the  Lord 
High  Chancellor  of  England  a  likely  person, 
think  you,  to  compound  treason  paramount  f  the 
crimen  Ictsat  majettatitt  to  dip  his  hand  in 
Judaa's  Iwig,  or  the  Devil's  budget,  to  betray 
the  King,  his  master,  by  taking  ransom-money 
from  his  rebellious  subjects  ?** 

"  Such  things  have  been  done,  my  Lord  !" 
•aid  Goldingham,  striking  his  cane  upon  the 
ground,  and  fixing  his  large  suspecting  eye 
upon  the  Chancellor. 

"  Have  they  so  ?**  retorted  the  undaunted 
Jeffreys,  staring  fiercely  in  return :  "  have  a 
care.  Sir !  have  a  care !  Dkere  est  agert !  To 
r  5 
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talk  treason  is  to  commit  it.  This  is  libelknii 
loatter :  point  ine  out  such  a  rogue,  and  eren 
if  he  be  one  of  the  ribs  and  rampires  of  ik- 
state,  I  Tvill  trounce  hiiu — scour  him  !  serve 
him  as  I  did  the  kidnapping  Mayor  of  Bristol, 
whom  I  brought  to  the  bar  t'other  day,  jd 
his  scarlet  robes  and  furs,  and  made  him  plead 
like  a  common  criminal !  Are  you  aware,  Mr. 
Goldberry — you  who  dare  to  fling  out  these 
random  charges  against  consritu  ted  autho- 
rityi  that  you  are  yourself  liable  to  punishment 
for  attempting  to  bribe  one  of  his  Majestjt 
Judges  r 

"  I  don't  know  what  punishment  can  \ye  in- 
flicted upm  him  who  offers  a  bribe,  my  Lord ; 
but  I  do  know  what  is  deserved  by  the  roon 
who  takes  one — hem  !  But  why  need  we  term 
it  a  bribe  ?  Call  it  an  offering  to  the  King, 
for  prevailing  upon  him  to  exercise  his  noblest 
attribute — that  of  mercy  T 

"  There  is  no  mercy  for  audacious  rel»els, 
and  brutal  beastly  traitors!  The  Scotch  pri^ 
iates  have  prayed  that  Providence  would  giw 
to  his  Majesty,  whom  God  long  preserve  !  the 
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hearts  'of  his  subjects,  and  the  heads  of  his 
enemies :  and  it  is  my  business  to  see  that  the 
latter  part  of  the  wish  be  fulfilled,  so  far  as 
depends  upon  me.  Your  nephew  is  a  doomed 
nuin  ;  if  we  spare  him,  we  shall  have  murdered 
all  the  others.  I  shall  give  immediate  orders 
for  his  trial ;  and  I  only  regret  that  we  have 
not  his  fnend  Fludyer  in  the  same  limbo, 
that  they  might  both  be  hanged  on  one  gallows, 
as  high  as  Haraan^s  !" 

Unable  to  divest  himself  of  the  belief  that 
every  objection  was  finally  to  be  conquered  by 
money,  and  that  all  these  menaces  were  only 
held  out  in  Cerrorcm,  to  extort  a  heavier  sum 
from  his  pocket ;  Goldingham,  who  was  quite 
prepared  to  make  any  sacrifice,  at  last  ex- 
claimed, "  My  Lord  !  my  Lord  !  if  you  will 
only  mention  what  you  consider  a  fair  equiva- 
lent for  my  poor  boy's  life,  I  will  endeavour  to 
meet  your  wishes !" 

**  My  wishes.  Sir!  I  have  no  wishes  on  the 
subject,  except  that  he  should  be  hanged  with- 
out delay ;  and  that  sliall  be  cared  for  pre- 
sently.    Post  est  occasio  calva:  we  will  seize 
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time  by  the  forelock.  If  he  wants  to  busy  hi* 
numskull  about  any  more  rebellions,  he  must 
first  take  it  down  from  the  lintel  of  your  hall- 
door  :  for  there  shall  his  head  most  assuredly 
be   nailed    before  many  days  have  gone  over 

it;^ 

'*  S09  please  your  Lordship,  I  am  willing  to 
make  a  heavy  sacrifice — if  even  tea  tboo* 
sand "^ 


*■'■  Not  a  hundred  thousand!  Good  Lord! 
Good  Lord !  do  we  sit  behind  the  grest  leal 
that  we  may  fiy  in  the  face  of  Magna  Cbuts 
and  sell  Justice  ?  Begone,  Sir ;  you  have  hid 
your  answer,  and  I  have  no  time  to  be  pelted 
and  pestered  with  your  insulting  offers.  Quit 
the  room.  Sir;  and  hark  ye,  Mr.  GuIdberrTi 
learn  to  keep  your  tongue  within  your  teetb,  Of 
you  may  chance  to  wear  a  stone  doublet  tout- 
self.  Away,  Sir,  away  !  I  will  not  hear  a  *yl- 
lablc  more.'' 

Resuming  the  perusal  of  his  papers,  he  n» 
pcat^ly  and  impatiently  motioned  with  oncsno 
to  the  door,  as  if  eager  to  get  rid  of  his  ri* 
siiant ;    and  Goldingham,  sturdy  and  intrepid 
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as  he  usually  was,  felt  so  astounded  at  the  total 
failure  of  his  mission,  so  overcome  at  the  pros- 
pect of  Acuhen's  fate,  which  now  seemed  inevit- 
able, that  he  walked  out  of  the  room,  silent, 
bewildered,  and  sorrow-stricken.  What  farther 
could  be  attempted  on  behalf  of  his  unfortu- 
nate nephew  it  was  beyond  his  imagination  to 
conceive.  Where  money,  the  most  irresistible 
of  all  agents,  had  proved  so  completely  un- 
availing, he  despaired  of  all  human  aid;  and  with 
a  heavy  heart  prepared  to  return  into  Dorset- 
shire, and  convey  to  Reul)en  the  doleful  tidings 
that  he  would  soon  have  to  expiate  his  indis* 
cretion  by  a  public  execution. 

Little  as  he  might  be  disposed  to  sympathize 
with  the  complaints  and  forebodings  of  the 
nation,  at  a  time  when  his  mind  was  too  full 
of  his  own  distress  to  allow  much  room  for 
popular  grievances,  still  he  could  not  alto- 
gether shut  his  ears  against  the  universal  di»- 
content ;  and  every  thing  that  he  heard  or  saw 
added  dismay  to  the  grief  by  which  he  was 
already  afflicted.  Upon  passing  the  Monument 
OD  Fish-street-hill,  he   had  observed  that   the 
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inscription  attributing  the  firing  of  the  Citj 
to  the  Papists,  had  been  carefully  obliterated ; 
Monks  began  to  appear  at  Whitehall  in  the 
habit  of  their  respective  orders;  the  King  Ep- 
pointed  none  but  Catholics  to  situations  of  trust 
and  emolument ;  and  he  hod  more  than  doubled 
the  standing  army,  which,  at  a  time  of  profound 
peace,  could  have  no  other  object  than  the  dra- 
gooning of  his  subjects  into  the  forcible  adop- 
tion of  his  own  faith,  or  the  infliction  upon  them 
of  the  same  miUtary  persecution  which  the  Pro- 
testants of  France  were  at  that  moment  endur- 
ing from  their  Catholic  monarch.  Stimulated 
by  lliese  corroborating  appearances,  all  his  ter- 
ror of  Popish  plots  revived  with  tenfold  force. 
Every  night  that  passed  over  without  an  expl^- 
aion  or  a  massacre,  only  convinced  him  the  more 
that  the  next  was  resen'cd  for  those  inevitable 
horrors,  so  that  it  was  some  relief  to  liis  mind 
to  escape  from  London,  although  he  was  the 
bearer  of  such  heart-rending  tidings  into  Dor- 
setshire. From  the  moment  of  his  arrival  in 
the  capital  he  had  worn  his  impenetrable  silken 
shirt,  and  carried  his  Protestant  flail  under  hii 
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coat,  defences  which  he  scrupulously  retained 
upon  his  journey,  sitting  bolt  upright  in  his  pa- 
noply, to  his  prodigious  personal  discomfort,  and 
sulFering  an  acute  anguish  of  mind,  not  only  from 
his  individual  distress  on  his  nephew's  account, 
but  from  his  despondency  at  the  fate  with 
which  the  whole  country  was  menaced  from  the 
bigotry  of  its  King.  In  this  bristling  array,  and 
with  such  disconsolate  thoughts,  he  travelled  back 
in  a  forlorn  silence,  not  once  ejaculating  a  single 
"  hem"  of  complacency  ;  not  once  attempting 
to  sweeten  his  imagination  by  a  reference  to  the 
palatable  contents  of  his  waistcoat  pocket. 

Reuben,  in  the  meanwhile,  remained  a  prey  to 
equal  misery  of  mind  in  the  wretched  gaol  of 
Lyme,  which  was  at  that  time  crowded  with 
prisoners,  and  totally  deficient  in  most  of  the 
accommodations  that  miglit  minister  to  their 
oomfort.  To  these  external  hardships  he  was 
indeed  indifferent,  but  he  found  it  difficult  at 
first  to  support  the  contending  emotions  strug- 
^ng  within  him.  Of  preserving  his  life  he  did 
not  entertain  the  remotest  hope.  The  recol- 
lection of  the  prominent  part  he  had  acted,  and 


328 


KEUBEK   APSLET. 


of  the  fate  remorselessly  inflicted  upon  all  tho« 
of  the  same  rank  who  had  been  hitherto  arrested, 
forbade  him  to  turn  his  thoughts  in  that  direc- 
tion. It  was  not  death  that  he  feared,  but  it 
mortiBed  him  to  reflect  that  after  all  his  re9»> 
lutions  to  sell  his  life  dearly,  rather  than  suffer 
himself  to  be  apprehended,  he  should  have  been 
surprized  and  capturetl  by  means  of  an  ignorant 
peasant  woman.  He  was  al)out  to  die,  too, 
when  his  existence  was  becoming  doubly  dear 
and  delightful,  from  the  delicious  thought  that 
at  some  future  period  it  might  be  blessed  by  tbe 
society  of  the  noble-minded  Helen.  Over  tbii 
hope,  shadowy  and  distant  as  it  might  be,  )m 
heart  had  brooded  with  all  the  deep  and  inteo* 
worship  of  a  first  love,  exalted  by  gratitude, 
and  secretly  cherished  in  an  enthusiastic  bosom- 
It  had  given  a  new  feeling,  a  new  character,  i 
new  aspiration  to  his  soul ;  and  to  be  suddenlj 
wrenclied  and  torn  away  from  the  contempUtioD 
of  such  a  bound lesB  felicity,  to  be  driven  frOB 
a  world  which  the  possession  of  her  aflectiont 
would  have  rendered  so  ineffably  glorious  ami 
enchanting,  he  felt   to  be  a  disruption  much 
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more  terrible  tlutn  the  mere  parting  with  life.  To 
his  lost  parents,  also,  his  thoughts  often  reverted, 
and  ever  with  an  increa^iing  pang  of  pious  an- 
guish that  his  career  u()on  earth  should  be  thus 
ignominiously  cut  short,  ere  he  had  accomplished 
that  which  he  had  fondly  believed  to  be  his 
destiny,  and  which,  at  all  events,  it  had  been  the 
•olemn  determination  of  his  soul  to  fulfil — a 
voyage  to  India  for  the  purpose  of  attenipling 
the  elucidation  of  their  fate.  To  another  would 
DOW  belong  the  glory  of  rescuing  them,  if,  as  he 
firmly  believed,  they  were  still  living  u|x>n  some 
remote,  unvisited  shore;  and  teurs  of  filial  re- 
morse gushed  from  his  eyes  as  he  reflected  that 
his  precipitation  had  not  only  withdrawn  him 
from  the  performance  of  tliis  imperative  duty, 
but  would  leave  the  disgrace  of  his  public  ex- 
ecution as  a  criminal  to  overwhelm  them  with 
cooiusion  upon  their  return  to  their  native  land. 
Independently  of  these  considerations,  he  was 
neither  afraid  to  die,  nor  ashamed  of  expiring 
upon  a  scafluld,  fur  he  gloried  in  the  cause  for 
ivhich  he  was  to  suffer,  and  was  resolved  not  to 
disgrace  it  in  his  last  moments.    Although  he 
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could  not  emulate  them  in  his  life  or  talentSi 
he  might  at  least  humhly  mutate  the  firmnas 
of  Ruescl  aud  S3'dney,  of  whose  execution  be 
had  received  such  a  minute  account  from  the 
stern  old  repuhlican  Malachi  Wardrop:  nay, 
he  was  resolved  to  avow  his  principles  at  ooce 
in  open  court,  to  impeach  the  King  of  having 
violated  his  oath  and  his  duty,  and  to  call  upon 
his  fellow-countrymen  witli  his  last  breath  nerts 
to  aliandon  the  sacred  cause  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  never  to  renounce  the  rifrht  of 
an  armed  resistance  to  illegal  and  arlntnuT 
power. 

His  fellow-prisoners  were  not  of  a  descriprioB 
to  withdraw  him  by  their  society  from  the  coo- 
templation  of  his  miserable  situation  ;  for  tbeT 
were  mostly  poor  ignorant  rustics,  or  others  d 
the  lowest  class,  who  had  \ieen  engaged  in  the 
rebellion,  and  were  waiting  the  arrival  of  a  vcs- 
sol  to  transport  them  to  New  England.  During 
the  day-time  they  were  allowcil  to  amuse  or 
exercise  themselves  in  the  court-yard,  when 
Reuben,  glad  to  escape  from  their  clamour  ad 
tumult,  generally  chose  to  remain  in  the  wsnl 
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where  he  sfept,  that  he  might  indulge  his  own 
ineUncholy  thour;ht»  in  isolitude.  One  mornings 
when  be  was  thus  occupied,  he  was  surprized 
by  the  cautious  advance  of  a  homely-looking 
yauDg  woman  wearing  the  appearance  of  a 
laid-serrant,  who^  after  peering  cautiously 
round  to  ascertain  that  they  were  unobserved, 
up  to  him,  and  in  an  accent  that  l)etrayed 
to  be  on  Irishwoman,  whispered  in  his  ear, 
'•  Moater  f  Master  !  I  come  to  tell  yo  to  sham 
iky  and  don't  ait  any  victuals  for  a  day  or 
tOy  but  swally  these  biscuits,  which  ye  must 
icale  about  your  clows,  and  aok  to  be  re^ 
koved  to  tlie  hoftpital-room,  and  then  we  *ll  sec 
in  we  get  ye  out  of  the  grip,  as  I  hope  we 
do,  more  by  token  than  ye  once  did  the 
te  for  Norry  Molloy^  my  own  mother  that 
id^'d  me.  Hut  lose  no  time,  Master,  for  if 
bundle  ye  to  tlie  Castle  at  Dorchester, 
're  just  clanc  done  for,  and  there's  on  ind 
't.*' — At  these  words  she  handed  him  a  little 
*kct  of  biscuits,  and  rapidly  quitted  the  apart- 
tt. 
By  this  mo«t  unexpected  viat  a  sudden  and 
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prodigiouft  revolution  was  effected  in  Reuben'i 
feelings.     Naturally  sanguine  in   his   tempet** 
mcnt,  he  was  elevated  at  once  from  the  deepest 
despondency  to  all  the  ardour  of  expectation,  and 
leaping  in  imagination  over  the  walls  of  his  pn* 
son,  he  already  saw  a  visionary  futurity  gleam* 
ing  before  his  eyes,  wherein  his  union  with  He- 
len, the  restoration  of  his  lost  parents,  and  dw 
emancipation  of  his  country,  combined  to  kd- 
der  the  remainder  of  his  life  an  Elysium  upoo 
earth.     loosing  no  time  in  following  the  lend 
injunctions  he  had  received^  he  left  the  gaol  al- 
lowance of  provisions  untouched,  indemnifying 
himself  out  of  his  private  store  of  biscuits,  eoo- 
plained  of  constant  sickness  from  the  bad  air  of 
the  crowded  ward,  and  caused  such  reprcseoa- 
tions  to  be  made  to  the  military  governor  of  tbi 
gaol,  who  had  been  appointed  since  the  rebcUioQ, 
and  who  was  the  master  of  the  woman  by  whoa 
he   had  been  so  lately  accosted,   that  he  w 
shortly  ordered  to  l>e  removed  to  the  infimn/^. 
This  was  a  sort  of  gallery  forming   the  attic  if, 
the  building,  and  at  the  moment   of   his  b^ 
coming  its  inmate  it  contained  no  other  oca^\ 
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tnt,  a  drcumfitance  which  ennbled  him  to  ha\-e 
?quent  and  unrestrained  communication  with 
his  female  friend,  whose  duty  it  was  to  attend 
upon  the  fiick  as  a  nurse.  In  these  conver- 
idons  she  informed  him  that  her  name  was 
[ary,  that  she  was  married  to  a  soldier,  who 
also  a  9cr\'ant  to  the  Governor,  and  that 
T  mother  had  charged  hiT  to  supply  him  with 
lonjB:  rope  that  he  might  let  himself  down 
the  window  in  the  night-time,  a^  soon  as 
should  have  made  preliminary  arrangements 
receiving  him  and  conveying  him  over  tlie 
Its  great  height  fnnn  the  ground 
iving  been  considered  a  sufficient  security  for  a 
ipital-room,  the  window  was  only  provided 
ith  a  fiingic  perf)cndicu1ur  bar,  so  that  hy  re- 
iving one  or  two  of  the  bricks  on  cither  side, 
person  of  moderate  size  might  easily  squccae 
4f  through.  By  the  asnstance  of  tools 
Lch  Mary  furnished  to  him,  this  trifling  im- 
[iment  was  soon  overcome,  and  the  bricks 
Lving  been  so  loosened  as  to  be  taken  out  at 
■asure,  he  impatiently  awaited  tlic  time  that 
to  be  fixed  upon  fur  his  escape.     Mary  a' 
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length  presented  herself  for  this  purpose, 
structing  him  to  lower  himself  from  the  wi». 
dow  that  night,  as  soon  as  he  heard  the  church 
clock  strike  twelve,  not  to  fear  the  sentindy] 
airce  her  husband  had  undertaken  to  keep  hinij 
occupied  in  the  front  of  the  building,  and 
climb  over  the  outer  wall,  by  means  of  a  laddt 
which  would  l>e  let  down  to  him  from  the  t( 
when  he  would  find  Norry  Molloy  on  theoi 
side,  and  would  only  have  to  follow  her  fai 
instructions. 

Perhaps  the  midnight  chimes  had  never 
listened  to  with  more  intense  interest  than 
Reuben  on  tlie  night  in  question,  and  theli 
toll  had  hardly  ceased  sounding,  when  be 
fixed  his  rope  to  the  iron  bar,  squeezed  himsdf 
through   the  aperture,  and  was  dangling  in  null 
HIT  on    his    descent  to  the  ground,    which  bf 
presently  reached  in  safety.     No  sooner  had  W 
done  so  than  he  glided  across  the  court-yaid  ii 
search  of  tlie  ladder,  wliich  he  presently  disc* 
vered,  fixed  ready  for  his  reception,  and  riipidljl 
mounted  to  the  top  of  the  wall,  where  he  fouJI 
Norry  Molloy  crouching  down  hke  a  cat. 
yourself  beside  mc,  and   howld  your   whislAl 
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ley  I  she  whispered  to  Keuben,  who  obeyrd 
orUers,  when  she  drew  up  the  ladder*  pkced 
on  the  outtiide,  and  when  i\\cy  liod  buth  de- 
»nded  to  the  ground,  again  removed  it,  and 
imitted  it  gently  to  the  vater  of  the  harbour, 
rhich  nearly  washed  the  walls  of  the  prison.  No 
iner  had  tbi»  l>cen  done,  than  she  stepped  with- 
it  the  smallest  noise  into  a  small  boat,  directed 
?uben  to  lie  down  at  tlie  Ivjttom,  extended 
by  his  side,  and  carefully  pulled  a  tar- 
luUn  over  herself  and  her  companion.  Sen- 
Is  were  stationed  every  night  on  both  sides 
the  entrance  to  the  harbour,  with  strict  orders 
fire  into  every  boat  that  might  attempt  to 
[itea]  out,  ^nce  it  was  known  that  some  of  the 
[lebeU  had  tlius  contrived  to  get  away ;  while 
ted  cruiKcrs  were  dir!?cted  to  keep  a  .sliaq) 
•out  in  the  ofHng,  and  overhaul  any  suspi* 
»us  small  craft  that  might  appear  to  he  making 
iwartls.  Norry  Molloy  well  knew,  therefore, 
it  any  attempt  to  row  out  of  the  harbour 
luld  be  madness,  and  that  their  only  chance 
^^ras  to  float  out  with  the  ebb  tide,  as  if  it  were 
Hbi  en][)ty  Ixiut  that  had  got  adrift.  In  tliis  man* 
^■i^er  tlieir  boat  was  presently  making  slow  and 
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sitent  progress  towards  the  sea,  but  it  had  w3 
sooner  approached  the  entrance  to  the  harboorj 
than  a  treacherous  gleam  of  moonlight  rcveaHngl 
it  at  the  same  moment  to  two  of  the  seutindii 
they  were  challenged,  and  called  upoa  to  puB 
ashore  instantly.  This  summons  was  twice  re- 
peated in  a  tone  of  increasing  loudness  and  anger, 
when  one  of  the  soldiers,  both  of  whom  beloogolj 
to  a  detachment  from  an  Irish  regiment, 
out,  "  Then  by  St.  Patrick  I  MI  put  a  buUetj 
through  ye  I  ajid  so  here  goes  ! '' 

Reuben  could  not  help  wincing,  as  he  expect*] 
ed  a  ball  every  instant  to  whiz  into  the  bosCi^ 
but  his  companion  muttered  in  a  low  whisps; 
"  Re  aifiy,  jewel,  be  aisy  ;  I  knew  by  the  suck' 
of  the  tide  we  would  be  challenged  from  tiirj 
Quay,  and  bo  1  lajd  myself  on  this  side  of 
that  my  owld  body  might  have  the  bullet, 
they  fire  at  us.** 

•'  Botheration,  Corny!**  cried  the  second  «» 
tinel  just  as  his  comrade  was  about  to  piiU  tW. 
trigger,  "  would  you  be  after  alarming  the 
garrison  for  an  impty  boat,  for  divil  a 
tliere  in  it  ?     Yonder  lies  a  rope  with  a  h< 
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It,  SO  pull  her  up.  Corny,  pull  her  up."  The 
party  thus  addressed  laid  dourn  hia  6rclock, 
sei;£L*d  the  rope,  and  toftdng  it  after  them,  Reu- 
ben, with  DO  »mall  trepidation,  heard  it  da»]i  into 
the  water  close  to  the  boat's  stem.  An  angry  ex- 
ecration followed:  it  was  thrown  a  second,  time, 
the  hook  falling  upon  the  tarpaulin,  and  send- 
ing a  thrill  through  Reuben's  bo<iy,  though  he 
^H^rcathcd  a  little  more  freely  as  he  heard  it 
^Hattle  over  the  «dc,  and  again  plunge  into  the 
^Krater, 

^f  Another  loud  execration  burst  from  the  lips 
of  the  soldier,  as  he  again  seized  the  rope,  and 
running  a  little  way  after  the  boat,  which  was 
now  floating  a-head,  threw  it  with  so  gocxl  an 
aim  that  the  hook  fell  close  to  Norry  MoUoy's 
head,  ami  would  infallibly  have  pulled  the  fugi- 
tivca  ashore  in  one  minute,  hail  hhc  not  put  out 
dnger  and  thumb  before  the  ru|)e  was  tight- 
,  and  held  the  hook  in  £uch  a  direction  that 
ag^n  alippml  o\*er  the  side. 

Agrali,  now  Corny  !""  she  whimpered,  as  she 
d  it  splaiJi  into  the  tea,  **yuu  caught  no 
this  time»  1*11  eugage.     Try  again,  honey, 


ing  come  to  his  assistance. 
sounded  fainter  and   fainter 
floated  away  from  them; 
alarmed  them;  and  as  the 
agitated  by  the  waves  Reube 
nion  whispering  in  his  ear,  "  T| 
how,  in  the  month  of  the  h 
tninutes  more  well  be  ciane 

To  make  assurance  double 
ed  under  cover  for  a  quarter 
when  Norry  threw  off  the  t 
oai*s  which  she  had  conceal 
the   boat,  and  resisting  all  1 
divide  Iier  labour,  pulled  awi 
with  all  the  skill  and  vigour 
rower.     The  King's  cruisers, 
generally  stationed  themselv< 
to  intercept  fugitives  making 
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gi  was  then  rowings  and  to  keep  a  sharp 
for  them.  A  favourable  breeze  soon 
springing  up,  she  Laid  by  the  oars,  hoisted  a 
Mnall  sail,  and  while  she  sent  her  keen  eye 
ing  on  every  iddc  for  any  of  the  King^s  croA 
kthat  might  render  it  nix:essary  to  change  their 
jursc,  she  proceeded  to  inform  her  companion 
itbat  she  would  have  joined  her  son  Mick  in  the 
[enterprizo  ashore,  but  that  she  thought  the 
hance»  were  ten  to  one  against  its  success,  and 
there  was  no  use  in  exposing  the  last  of  her 
to  danger  when  she  could  do  without  him, 
id  only  risk  her  own  old  life,  which  would  be 
DO  great  loss  any  how.  She  mlded,  that  she 
|1md  no  sooiier  learnt  his  iniprlsonuient  tlion  she 
bad  concerted  the  whole  plan  of  liis  escape  with 
her  daughter  Mary,  and  reckoned  it  particu- 
iy  lucky  that  she  had  Ui  us  far  accomplished 
it,  since  in  two  or  three  days  the  whole  of  the 
trisoners,  not  ordered  for  trausportation,  were  to 
iliave  been  removed  to  Dorchester  gaoL  When 
Reuben  considered  what  would  have  been  the 
|consequences  to  herself  had  she  failed,  and  re- 
jected upon  the  affectionate  heroism  with  which 
ci  2 
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she  had  exposed  herself  to  the  shot  of  the  sn- 
Unel,  endangering  her  own  life  to  protect  Itis, 
together  with  the  perfect  sangfroid  she  hid 
manifested  through  the  whole  transaction,  he 
scarcely  knew  which  most  to  admire, — tlje  gene- 
rosity willi  which  she  had  undertaken  his  re»- 
cue,  the  skill  with  which  she  had  planned  it,  or 
her  presence  of  mind  and  courage  in  its  execu- 
tion. Had  she  been  wounded  upon  the  occ&- 
eion  he  declared  that  it  would  liave  rendered 
him  perfectly  miserable ;  and  he  the  more  re- 
joiced  at  licr  escape  from  such  a  calamity,  since 
it  would  incvitabl}'  have  led  to  a  discovery  umI 
prevention  of  the  enterprise.  "  And  why  ses 
my  darlint  ?"  inquired  Norry.  "Hadn't  I  foTN 
seen  it  all,  and  sure,  had  I  been  struck,  DitU  t 
halfporth  wud  ye  have  known  about  the  ntatter, 
for  I  wud  have  lain  by  your  side  and  bled  lo 
death  as  quite  as  a  lamb,  only  uiaybe  afore  I 
died  I  wud  jist  have  whispered  'quits!'  in  your 
ear,  for  the  good  turn  ye  did  me  when  you  took 
me  out  of  the  grip,  yonder  on  the  green.**  la 
the  warmest  terms  that  a  heartfelt  gratitude 
could  inspire,  Reuben  declared  he  should  ever 
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consider  himself  her  debtor,  expressing  a  hope 
that  the  time  would  arrive  when  he  might  tes- 
tify his  feelings  in  this  respect  by  something 
more  substantial  than  mere  professions.  *^  Blar- 
ney and  Blethcrumskite  r  ejaculated  Norry, 
looking  up  in  his  face  with  an  angry  surprize ; 
**  is  it  reward  ye*rc  speaking  of?  AVhat  is  it 
you  mane  ?  Ah»  now,  honey  dear,  lave  that 
alone,  and  niver  say  another  word  of  that  same, 
for  sorrow  a  rap  will  I  ever  touch  from  your 
£athcr*s  son,  nor  wouldn't  be  such  a  negre. 
Shall  I  tell  ye  the  true  story  out  of  the  face  ? 
I  wouldn'^t  1>c  hap])y  till  we  cried  quits  thegc- 
thcr,  and  so  ye  sec  I  jist  did  it  to  folly  my  own 
likins,  that  I  might  have  rest  an^  ])acc,  and  not 
upon  your  account  at  all,  at  nlL  Musha  !  God 
bless  ye,  nevertheless." 

AVhile  they  were  thus  discoursing  they  clear- 
ed a  point  of  land,  when  the  cutter  hove  in 
nght,  and  making  a  signal,  which  was  answered 
by  Nonr}',  bore  down  to  them,  and  in  a  short 
time  Reuben  and  his  companion  were  taken  on 
board  the  Greyhound.  Norry's  darling  son 
Mick  looked  like  what  he  was,  a  reckless,  law. 


EECBBM    APSLSY 


less  freebooter  of  the  sea,  ready  for  any  desp^ 
rate  enteqarize  which  so  small  a  cutter  and  so 
limited  a  crew  could  accomplish.     The  latter 
comprised  only   another   sturdy.looklng    xnao, 
whose  aspect  bespoke  him  to  be  a  fitting  com-j 
rade  for  Mick,  and  two  stout  boys ;  to  whi 
might    now   be  added   Norry   Molloy    herself, 
who  was  as  efficient  as  any   sailor,   either  for 
purposes  of  seamanship  or   violence.     Rcuboi 
had  wished  to  be  conveyed  to  Holland,  but 
happened  that  Mick  had  been  lately 
on  a   lucrative  trade  in  bringing  off  the  Fnendil 
Protestants,  who  were  flying  from  the 
tion  then  raging,  and  had  engaged  his  vessel  to 
a  party  at  Boulogne,  who  were  waiting  his  ns 
liini.     To  this  port,    therefore,  he  annouoced 
his  intention  of  sailing,  and  as  Reuben  was  ti 
much  rejoiced  at  his  escape  to  be  particular 
to  the  place  where  he  was  to  take  refuge, 
felt  besides  that  he  ought  not  to  interfere  wit 
the  arrangements  of  his  preservers,  he  offei 
no  objections,  but  left  them  at  liberty  to  folloi 
their  own  plan.     Mick  declared  that  he  had 
fear  whatever  of  the  King's  cruisersy   Eicce  bt 
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oould  sail  round  and  round  the  fastest  of  them 
if  he  chose  it,  observing,  that  although  one  of 
them  had  lately  succeeded  in  putting  a  shot 
into  him,  it  had  been  fired  from  too  great  a  dis- 
tance to  do  him  any  serious  damage.  As  a 
measure  of  precaution^  however,  he  kept  such 
a  good  oiiing  that  he  cleared  all  the  vessels  sta- 
tioned off  the  coast,  and  in  due  time  sailed  into 
the  harbour  of  Boulogne,  ran  up  alongside  the 
quay,  moored  his  vessel,  and  leaped  ashore, 
followed  by  Norry  MoUoy,  Reuben,  and  the 
rest  of  his  crew. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


*'  And  if  thnt  any  ill  she  Leanl  of  any, 

5bo  would  it  eke,  and  make  it  worie  fay  teObgij 
And  talce  great  joy  to  publish  it  to  maiiy, 

Thjit  every  motter  worse  was  for  her  uieUingi 
Her  name  was  bight  UetractioD." 

8rt»« 


ARBiviyc  at  Lyme  in  the  disconsolate 
which  we  have  descrilied,  Goklinghain,  after 
and  anxious  deliberation  with  himself  as  to 
couri^  that  he  shotdd  adopts  deteroiined  that  he 
would  proceed  in  the  first  instance  to  the  pi 
and  inform  his  unfortunate  uepHew  that  ht 
must  prepare  himself  immediately  for  an< 
world,  since  there  was  no  mercy  to  be  ex] 
in  this.  Painful  as  the  interview  mu»t  be 
l)oth  parties,  he  held  it  bis  duty  not  to  avoid 
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and  fortifying  himself  with  such  arguments  as 
he  thought  l>est  calculated  to  administer  conso- 
lation to  Reuben,  while  he  set  apart  two  broad 
pieces  as  a  bril)e,  should  there  be  any  difHculty 
in  obtaining  access  to  him,  he  rang  the  prison 
bell,  and  declared  the  object  of  his  visit. 
Being  shown  into  a  little  lobby,  perfumed  with 
tobacco  smoke  and  tlic  mingled  odours  of 
Nantz  and  lambVwool,  he  was  presently  joinc<i 
by  the  gaoler,  into  whose  hand  he  slipped  the 
pieces  of  gold,  and  requested  the  favour  of 
half  an  hour^s  conversation  with  his  prisoner, 
Reuben  Apsley.  *'By  my  fackins  !  master,**  said 
the  fellow,  dropping  the  money  into  his  pocket 
with  a  scowling  grin,  "  I  '11  give  you  a  score  of 
■uch  megs,  if  you  'II  only  bring  me  within  ear- 
shot of  the  clapperdogeon.  Curse  the  counter- 
feit crank !  who  would  have  thought,  when  he 
■neaked  in  here  with  his  patched  castor,  muddy 
stampers,  an  ash  filch  in  his  fambler,  and  a 
beer-stained  nabcheate  upon  his  nob,  that  the 
Abram-cove  was  rhino-cerical ;  had  Uie  megs, 
the  smelts,  the  darby  in  his  pouch  ?  'Swounds  t 
I  ou^t  to  wink  through  a  halter  myself  for 
<l5 
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not  havbg  searched   him  with  my  own  fam- 
blcrs.^ 

**  If  there  be  any  gaol  fees  undischarged,  f 
am  ready  to  pay  them  for  the  poor  boy,"  said 
Guldingham ;  not  thoroughly  understanding  this 
efTuBion  of  slang. 

'•  And  then  to  sham  Abram  P  continued  t 
enraged  gaoler,  without  noticing  bis  obsenratioii, 
"  and  to  get  himself  removed  to  tlie  *Finnary, 
whicli  is  no  stronger  than  the  cock-loft  of  a 
bouzing-kcn-  Curse  him !  if  I  could  anet 
come  within  reach  of  his  quarrons,  I  wvnitf 
I  'd  spoil  him  for  breaking  a  second  time 
of  the  stone  pound." 

"  What  ?  what  ?  what  ?"  inquired  Isaar. 
drawing  the  spectacles  from  his  nose,  and  bnn^ 
ing  his  staring  eyes  close  to  the  gaolcr^s  (6ic£y 
^*do  you  mean  to  say  that  he  has  csca 
broken  prison — got  away — given  you  the  sh: 
shown  you  a  light  pair  of  heels*— hey, 
what?" 

*'  *S  wounds  and  snails !  don't  bring  your  li 
nose  so  close  to  my  mouth,  for  if  I  give  a 
at  it,  I  promise  you  I  shall  hold  it  faster  tbaa 
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I  did  yonder  runaway  crank.  He  must  have 
had  plenty  of  chinkcrs,  or  he  never  could  have 
bnbed  any  one  to  bring  hhn  the  rope.  A  mur- 
rain seize  them  all !  A  shorter  rope  shall  serve 
his  turn  another  time,  I  *11  engage.  However, 
we  shall  nab  the  young  shake-shanks  still,  anil 
if  he  again  shows  us  leg-bail,  may  the  Devil 
rock  me  to  sleep  in  a  hempen  cradle  ?" 

In  answer  to  the  incjuiries  of  his  visitant,  the 
gaoler  detailed  to  him,  but  not  without  many 
interjectional  execrations  and  vows  of  ven- 
geance, the  whole  plan  of  Ueuben*s  esca|}c,  ad- 
mitting that  nothing  had  been  heanl  of  him 
fdncc  he  left  the  prison ;  a  statement  which  he 
had  no  sooner  concluded,  than  Goldingham, 
letting  fall  his  spectacles  and  horn-headed  cane 
upon  the  stone  floor  of  the  lobby,  began  sna]>- 
ping  his  fingers,  and  springing  up  first  on  one 
toe,  then  on  the  otiier,  while  he  repeatedly 
ejaculated,  "  Clever  boy  !  clever  boy  !  well  done 
Reuben !  make  a  man  of  business  of  him  after 
all.  Better  than  a  Popish  plot.  Didn't  think 
he  had  so  much  gumption  in  him.  Ah,  ha ! 
Master  Jeflrey 8,  you're  done,  you^re  done !  saved 
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my  money  ;  and  saved  iny  poor  boy  too,  hem? 
His  right  band  accompanied  the  latter  excL 
tion,  as  if  striking  his  cane  upon  the  grouTtd,'^ 
nor  was  he  aware  that  he  had  dropped  it  UDtQ 
he  niissed  the  usual  sharp  sound  of  the  ferule;^ 
when  he  stooped  down,  picked  it  up,  thrust  his 
broken  spectacles  into  his  coat  pocket,  instead 
of  returning  them  to  their  shagreen  case,  and 
seizing  one  of  the  gaoler'^s  hands  in  the  agitatJoo 
of  the  moment,  shook  it  with  great  cordi&Ktr* 
saying,  "  My  dear  Sir,  I  give  yoii  joy,  I  gii 
you  joy !"  when  he  strutted  out  of  the  pris 
with  an  air  very  little  short  of  a  si 
making  the  stones  ring  to  his  iron-tipped  walk- 
ing staff,  and  the  walls  echo  with  the  most 
sonorous  "  Hem  !*"  of  which  he  had  ever  becftj 
delivered. 

Elated  to  the  very  highest  pitch  with 
unexpected  good  tidings,  he  determined  to  walk 
instantly  to  Harpsden   Hall   to  communicate 
them  to  Helen,  who  had  completely  won  HM 
heart,  not  less  by  her  generous  behaviour  to  h^ 
nephew,  tlian   by    her   being  such  a   compli 
woman  of  business;    and  btartcd  in  e\ccuti( 
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of  this  purpose,  with  a  rapidity  that  presently 
compelled  him  to  halt  and  take  breath.  As  he 
chinked  the  guineas  in  his  breeches-pocket 
during  this  little  pause,  he  reflected,  with  an 
ineffable  triumph  of  mind,  that  he  had  offered 
Jeffreys  ten  thousand  of  these  jingling  yellow- 
boys  for  that  which  he  had  now  got  for  nothing ; 
an  escape  of  his  purse,  which  seemed  hardly 
less  marvellous  and  delightful  than  that  of  his 
nephew,  and  forming  together  a  combination  of 
good  fortune,  of  M'hich  he  coidd  only  evince  his 
sense  by  drawing  two  lumps  of  sugar  from  his 
waistcoat,  and  victoriously  crushing  tlieni  with 
his  teeth,  instead  of  suffering  them  to  dilute 
complacently  and  economically  in  his  mouth, 
according  to  his  usual  mode.  This  process  was 
repeated  more  than  once  l>cfore  he  reached 
Harpsden  Hall,  where  his  wishes  were  gratified 
by  his  finding  Helen  in  the  drawing-room,  un- 
accompanied by  her  sister  or  Lady  Trevanian. 

Most  anxious  and  painful  had  been  the  state 
of  her  mind  during  his  absence,  for  though  her 
knowledge  of  Jeffreys^s  venality  led  her  to  ex- 
pect a  favourable  issue  from  his  application^ 
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she  oould  not  but  advert  to  the  dreadful  aher 
native  that  awaited  liis  failure ;  while  the  ne- 
cessity of  concealing  every  external  manifesto 
tion  of  her  emotions  made  the  pangs  of  suspensr 
more  acute  within.  By  withholding  Adeline, 
under  various  pretexts,  from  paying  her  cus- 
tomary visits,  and  withdrawing  her  from  the 
society  of  those  gossips  who  might  be  likely  \o 
communicate  the  fact  of  Reuben's  impriion- 
mcnt,  she  bad  accomplished  one  great  object 
of  her  benevolent  heart — she  had  kept  her  ifl 
total  ignorance  of  that  calamity  ;  and  it  nu 
therefore  with  double  anxiety,  both  on  ber 
sister's  account  and  her  own,  that  she  heard  the 
servant  announce  the  name  of  Mr.  GoldiDgbiiQ' 
The  colour  fled  suddenly  from  her  cheeks  » 
he  entered  the  room ;  but  it  as  quickly  returned, 
flushing  at  once  her  face,  brow,  and  boNnu 
when  she  saw  him  advance  with  a  cheerful 
countenance  and  an  elastic  step,  twiddling  fail 
fingers^  and  only  waiting  till  the  servant  bad 
again  closed  the  door  to  give  them  an  audible 
•mack.  Auguring  his  perfect  success  from  thecr 
triumphant  exliibidons,  Helen  ran  forward  to 
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meet  him»  exclaiming  as  slie  clasped  his  hand, 
'*  He  is  saved !  he  is  saved !  I  see  he  is,  and 
with  my  whole  heart  do  I  congratulate  you  i"^ 

"  My  dear,  clever  young  lady,"  said  Gold* 
ingham,  putting  her  hand  to  his  lips  and  kissing 
it,  **  we  are  both  saved — Reuben  has  walked 
out  of  pound,  and  ten  thousand  pounds  have 
been  very  near  walking  out  of  my  pocket.  Ten 
thousand  pounds!  Only  consider,  my  dear 
Madam,  what  a  sum  it  is;" — and  he  again 
chinked  the  guineas  in  his  pocket,  and  repeated 
the  amount  in  a  slow  solemn  tone,  for  now  that 
hit  nephew^s  neck  was  for  the  present  out  of 
the  halter,  the  importance  of  his  own  pecimiary 
escape  seemed  to  be  magnified  to  his  imagina- 
tion every  time  that  he  reverted  to  it.  Helen, 
however,  was  by  no  means  so  exhilarated  as 
himself,  when  she  learnt  the  failure  of  his  nego- 
ciation  and  the  real  circumstances  of  Reuben's 
flight ;  for  she  hod  hoped  that  a  full  pardon 
had  been  purchased,  and  though  it  was  doubt- 
less a  subject  of  congratulation  that  he  should 
hare  escaped  from  prison,  he  remained  exposed 
to  the  same  difficulties  as  before  his  apprehen- 
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non,  and  might  again  be  seized  ere  he  co 
make  arrangements  for  crossing  the  wat 
Goldingham  was  too  much  elated  to  harba 
any  such  desponding  thoughts,  "  Ada 
Madam/*  he  cried,  "  a  scalded  dog 's  afraid 
cold  water :  I  suspect  that  he  will  not  ag 
come  within  stoue^s  throw  of  a  prison,  ei 
when  he  may  do  it  as  safely  aa  jou  or  I.  1 
ro^e  has  money  in  his  pockets,  thanks  to  ] 
kindness :  how  I  do  love  a  woman  of  busin 
(by  the  way,  I  may  as  well  repay  it  to  yott 
and  lie  that  has  found  a  golden  key  to  op 
prison  door,  may  find  a  silver  oar  to  pull 
over  the  water.  Let  him  alone,  let  him  al 
rash  and  hotheaded  as  he  is,  you  see  the  yoo 
scapegrace  is  sharp  enough  at  a  pinch.  He 
dangled  by  a  rope  once,  and  I  take  it  he  v 
like  to  repeat  the  experiment  with  the  K 
round  his  neck.  Can^t  expect  a  second  runo 
noose.  I  beg  ten  thousand  pounds — pardoi 
mean,"  continued  Goldingham,  observing 
Helen  looked  rather  grave,  "  for  being  sojt 
— don't  often  play  the  wag,  though  Jei 
Tihbs  used  to  say  that  I  could  he  a  droll 
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when  I  had  a  mind ;  but  really,  my  dear  young 
lady,  I  cannot  help  tliinking  that  the  same  good 
friend  who  he]|)ed  him  out  of  window,  may 
ferry  him  over  the  water,  and  I  hope  before 
long  to  hear  that  he  has  shaken  hands  with 
Mynheer  Hans  Mundungus,  and  perhaps  got  a 
protection  from  the  P.  of  O. — You  know  whom 
I  mean;  but  mum^s  the  word. 

"  Hist !  hist !""  cried  Helen — "  I  hear  my 
mother's  voice.  Remember,  Mr.  Goldingham, 
that  until  we  gain  some  certain  intelligence  of 
Mr.  Apsley's  safety,  we  must  all  observe  the 
same  inviolable  secrecy  as  before,  or  we  may 
have  to  supply  his  place  in  Lyme  gaol  without 
finding  another  window  to  fly  out  of.^ 

Lady  Trcvanian  now  entered  the  apartment, 
Gioldingham  turned  the  conversaticm  to  some 
oommon-place  topie,  and  shortly  after  took  his 
departure,  when  Helen  hastened  to  her  sister  to 
communicate  to  her  the  news  of  Reuben's  impri- 
■onment,  whicli  slie  had  hitherto  concealed,  add- 
ing at  the  same  time  the  fact  of  Ins  escape,  and 
expressing  the  ho{X',  in  whici)  his  uncle  so  confi- 
dently participated,  that  the  same  friend  who 
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had  aided   him  in  that  enterprizc,  would  pnvj 
cure  his  aafc  conveyance  to  the  Continent 

^*  O  del!  vrttiment  cela  me  Jait  frtnonna^, 
exclaimed  Adeline — "  La,  Helen  !  onljr  tliink  if 
the  rope  had   broken.     I    saw  one  break  csoet 
when  Jacob  Hall  was  dancing  on  it  at  Whiti 
hall,  and   Lady    Hamilton    turned   aa  pole 
ashes;  indeed  every  body  said  she  was  in 
widi  the  fanfaron*     Heigho  !  may  I  die, 
leDy  if  my  Arcadius  be  not  a  sweet  interestii 
fellow.     Did  I  not  toll  you  that  he  was  apinti^ 
and  tvtillel     Is  not  the  affair  altogether 
quanl  and  romatte^que? — more  heroic  than 
thing  in  Pharamond  orCleopatraP  sweeter 
any  incident  in   Nat.  Lees   Rival   Queeoa,  or 
Drydeu's  Indian  Emperor  P  I  have  no  doubt 
will  get  safe  over  to  Holland,  be  included  in 
amnesty,  and  come  back  pour  soupircr  a 
gerioux" 

"  I  shall  not  feel  happy,  I  confess,*'  said 
len,  "  till  I  have  seen *^ 

"  Oh,  don't  talk  of  feeling,'"  interpoeed 
line—''  you  cannot  have  an  atom  of  it,  or 
would  never  have  been  so  calni  when  thai  he 
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rid  fellow  JeiFreya  threatened  ua  all  so  dread- 
fully, and  my  p<x)r  dear  Arcadius  was  so  near 
being  discovered.  La,  Helen  !  how  shocking 
it  would  be  if  they  seize  him  again  after  all  !  I 
should  never  be  able  to  support  it :  may  I  die 
if  I  sfaouldnH  die : — indeed  my  jhwt  heart  is 
too  susceptible  ;  I  have  always  been  le  Jouet  fiv. 
la  tensibilitL  Heigho !"" — She  crossed  her  hands, 
cast  up  her  eyes,  and  assumed  an  expression 
that  was  meant  to  be  particularly  sentimental 
and  tender,  but  her  looks  happening  to  fall 
upon  a  new  manteau  hanging  upon  the  opposite 
wall,  she  quite  forgot  that  she  was  iho  jouet  tie 
ia  KmibUiUy  and  running  to  take  it  down,  she 
threw  it  over  her  shoulders,  paraded  before  He- 
len, and  continued  in  a  totally  different  tone  of 
▼oice — "  Dm  dom'y  ma  sotttr,  don't  you  find  this 
distingue  et  gentii.  It  is  of  shot  China,  you 
see,  trimmed  with  right  point  d'^Espagne,  and 
lined  with  philaniott  sarcenet.  May  I  die  if  I 
don't  think  it  would  look  killing  in  the  front 
row  of  the  King's  box,  or  just  to  slip  on  when 
you  go  out  to  walk  in  the  wooden  gallery  at 
Whitehall,    after    you   have   got   warm    with 
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dancing  the  Bransles,  or  Grammonfs  Gftllianl. 
— Oh,  my  dear^  dear  London  !  when  shall  1 
thee  again  ?" 

Helen  bestowed  upon  the  mantcau  all 
couiniendations  it  merited,  and  finding  her  sii 
much  less  in  neMl  of  consolation  than  she 
anticipated,  she  slipped  nut  of  the  room,  leav- 
ing the  "  pla^-thing  of  sensibility""  so  dwply 
engaged  in  bridling  and  coquetting,  and  look* 
ing  first  over  one  shoulder,  then  over  the  other, 
as  she  ducked,  and  dived,  and  swam  up  and 
do^^'n  before  her  swing  glass,  that  she  dtJ  out 
for  some  time  perceive  herself  to  be  alone.  B^ 
ringing  the  changes  in  this  manner  upoD  bo" 
wardrobe,  by  reading  her  romances,  by  aagtl 
French  chansonnettes  to  the  accom|)animi 
her  guitar,  by  betaking  herself  to  the  8i 
house,  and  gazing  for  hours  from  the 
as  if  slie  expected  her  lover  to  serenade 
from  beneath  in  the  disguise  of  a  minstrel,^ 
to  come  capering  down  the  road  like  a  bei 
romance,  and  whisk  her  up  behind  him 
palfrey,  she  contrived  to  beguile  the 
lime  that  brought  her  no  tidings  of  her  ^rca- 
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dius.  With  the  usual  resource  of  sanguine 
and  deserted  damsels,  she  drew  largely  upon 
hope*  so  as  to  make  future  bliss  atone  for  pre* 
•ent  disappointment,  though  she  was  not  without 
her  fits  of  occasional  despondency,  in  which  she 
fixed  herself  in  the  most  pensive  and  interest- 
ing attitude  slie  could  devise,  assumed  a  most 
lachiymosc  expression,  suffered  her  hair  to  full 
about  her  ears  a  la  neglige,  threw  up  her  eyes 
appealingly  to  Heaven,  and  vented  ever  and 
anon  a  most  suspirious  '*  heigho !" 

Helen  in  the  meanwhile,  without  exhibiting 
the  smallest  alteration  in  her  ap|X'arunce  or 
deportment,  was  a  prey  to  the  must  acute 
anxiety,  almost  afraid  to  in([uire  about  the 
passing  events  lest  she  should  learn  tlic  fatal 
news  of  Reuben'*s  being  again  arrested,  and  yet 
too  deeply  interested  in  his  safety  to  be  able 
to  refrain  from  soliciting  intelligence.  None 
reached  her,  and  slie  gathered  hope  from  this 
absence  of  all  information,  although  the  pain  of 
auspense  seemed  rather  to  increase  than  diminish 
with  the  lapse  of  time.  Nor  was  Goldingham 
much  less  distressed  than  herself.    The  conso* 
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latioD  of  having  saved  his  xnone}-  was  rapidli 
wearing  away,  and  he  even  began  to  wish  il 
the  ten  thousand  pounds  were  in  the  pockf 
Jeffreys,  pro^'ided  he  could  sec  his 
pardoned,  and  safe  by  his  side  ;  when  througfa 
the  friendly  activity  of  Norry  Molloy  a  lettt 
was  conveyed  to  him  bearing  the  signal 
of  Heuben,  and  dated  from  Boulogne.  F< 
fear  of  its  falling  into  hostile  hands  it 
▼cry  guardedly  worded,  merely  announcing  hii 
safe  arrival  in  France,  and  making  no  refc 
whatever  to  the  mode  of  his  escape;  but 
main  fact  was  quite  sufficient  for  Goldii 
who  again  hugged  himself  in  high  glee  on  b: 
saved  his  money,  and  hurried  off  to  Hi 
Hall,  where  his  joyful  tidings  diffused, 
may  easily  be  imagined,  a  not  less  lively 
than  they  had  imparted  to  himself.  Helen 
a  load  removed  from  her  bosom  by  which 
had  long  been  oppressed,  testifying  by  glistei 
eyes  and  an  animated  expression  of 
joy  the  effect  of  the  intelligence ;  while  Adt^fi^ 
simpering  and  looking  as  pleased  and  as  pretti 
as  she  could,  danced]  about  the  room,  declaiiiK 
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she  had  always  prognosticated  his  escape,  be- 
cause he  was  so  spiritucl  and  vij\  and  vtveniif; 
after  the  delivery  of  which  opinion  she  turned 
her  thoughts  to  the  serious  consideration  of  her 
wedding  dress,  a  subject  which  hod  already 
flitted  athwart  her  mind  in  tlic  intervals  of  her 
more  important  frivolities,  and  which  now  came 
to  occupy  a  prominent  place  in  her  reveries. 

Although  Reuben,  however,  was  saved, 
Helen  reminded  Adeline  that  their  own  lives 
were  still  in  jeopardy  a.s  his  aiders  and  aliettors, 
on  which  account  it  M'as  necessary  to  (>bsi*rve 
the  same  strict  secrecy  as  iK-fore.  They  lioth 
looked  forward  therefore  with  an  increased  im- 
patience to  the  appearance  of  the  amnesty,  which 
it  was  now  well  known  would  be  very  shortly 
published.  Most  of  those  who  were  deemed 
CM>mpctent  to  purcliase  a  protection  were  under- 
stood to  be  in  the  list  of  the  excepted,  and  a 
Dotorious  bargaining  for  pardons  was  busily 
carried  on  in  various  quarters.  The  poor  girls 
at  Taunton  who  had  worked  the  white  banner 
lor  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  having  been  de- 
dared  amenable  to  tlic  utmost  severities  of  the 


rfcoiotn^h«dib<ea  gh  en  as  dtpcrqfli 

iWbrmxick  of  hiono 

«pnt  into  SointfT»ctsEir»'  toex«urt«*nBacb«i 

pof.sil>K>  from  tho  terror  and  iffnirtiwii  irflhtt 

parent  .     (Uhers  were    compoundibgi  inMli^ 

maxinet-  ior  their  otfe^BOinmdaBhflbiahihiitefl 

Blances  Helen  sitfaidttaisft  (^rfiJI^lBrt^llli^ 

•biiiis  nephew^s 

daihined  on  moderate  terais^ 

jand  the    reach    of   the   lavr^.  wHiic 

always  remain  an  exile  bIiouIcI  he  be  in  ihii  lltf 

of  exceptions,  k  might  be  advisable  Co  mtv 

riMH^gotiation  for  his  receiving  (ic 

•irtfae-mriDesty.     Thi-^-  '-'•*   -■■  — 

capted  by  the  unclr,  ,t«; 

that  he  would  leave  theconclusiuo  of  thwbflffpna 

in  Londoa  to  hie  fnejui  Jcnimy  Titffljil^i  Ir 

was  dett^rmioed  nerer  to  exchange  another  stial 

with  the  remorfreleas,  blustering,    and  luMvab 

Judge  wlto  bad    rejootcd 

To  Jemuiy   Tibbs  accor 

tiation  entruatedt  ^^^  a>  JetfVeys,  tK>w-  tttat  fcv 

could  not  gratify  his  rancour,  wn&  vxtv  viBiBg 

to  indulge  his  rapacity,  be  readily  stipulate^ 
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for  the  sum  of  «  thousand  poundsy  to  grant  the 
application  in  its  full  extent.  It  iiTrrjrpogrfhln 
thftC  Reubeii'*s  name  would  never  have  born  ipc- 
ci6ed  in  the  list  of  the  unpardoned,  and  that  the 
B  worthy  Judge,  avare  td  this  fact,  was  guilty 
of  little  leu  than  a  robbery  in  taking  the  aioncy. 
Be  this  tL»  it  may,  the  contract  was  concluded  ; 
^fter  various  delays  the  fto  long  and  ro  anxiously 
:pectcd  amnesty  nt  length  made  its  appearance ; 
lundreds  of  painfully  throbbing  hearts  were 
ItranquiiliKcd  by  its  publication  ;  and  perhaps, 
liPUDODg  the  many  families  into  whose  boaoms  it 
mrried  peace,  it  rendered  none  more  supremely 
lappy  than  Helen  and  Adeline,  who  not  only 
themselves  rewarded  for  their  generous 
[aolicitude  by  the  safety  of  its  objcM:t,  but  were 
*lieved  from  oil  apprebfluaoB  of  the  dreadful 
in  which  they  would  hare  been  inevitably 
ivolved,  had  their  offence  l>ccn  discovered. 
By  Helen  especially  was  it  hailed  with  a  more 
lan  common  exultation,  for  independently  of 
[the  other  considerations  in  wliich  her  heart  was 
leeply  interested,  it  involved  one  of  paramount 
iportance;  one,  indeed,  that  was  dearer  to 
vol.  II.  s 
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H^r  tlmfi  life  itsfelf  •i^^wc  allnde  to  t! 
tkins  lipoii  her  character,  which  I*acl 
Attd  Mts(.  ChfltBWorth,  in   ^nt?e  of  du^ir  pM|i j 
tothe  tsowttatfy^  hjtd  ciT(r«tated,  by  mnucndoe«| 
aftd  ihftin  nations,  father  than'  by  direct  xn^ 
wtett«,-^-whlch  had  come  id  her  knowlcdge^lijfj 
tff^toifl  of   her    faithful   and    emifidin^  ^4 
tettily;  ftnd  whii-li  the  Aninwty  rx^-vr  wUowed 
to  rvfute  with  perfect  safiHy  to  all  parties.  Cii*j 
cumjtances  rwidered  the  prompt   perfoTtrtai 
df  this  dnty  peculiarly  imperative    upon 
During  her  residence  wkh  hei*  l)echeIor 
he  had,  ih  his  jiist  indinnafioti    ogaihst  Ladf 
Trevanian''s  notorious  indiscrotionR,  put  Ilt4ni 
in  possession  of  all  her  misconduct,  ond  hiM 
her  up  as  a  lesson  and  a  warhinfj  upon  her  it» 
turn  home.   '  The  daughter  hiid,  in  'con«eqUMKi^ 
silently  And   unobtrnsirely,bu*?'  with   alf  t)w) 
ibal  <iP  filial  afTectiou,  etideavoukvtl    to 
asfai*'as  eould  be  accomplished  by  fndt 
^xertioiiB,    the   errors   of   her  parent,    atiil 
build  up,  if  possible,  a  new  reputation   forihf' 
farnily.     Hence  ^he  Itad  strenuouflVy  adw»cand 
the  plart  for  retiring  into  ihe^untry;*  Hnff 
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the  guarded}  scrupulous  attention  to  propriuty 
and'  dtcorum,  whidi  Itad  prixured  for  her, 
from  her  present  calumniators,  the  Dame  of 
a  prim,  demure,  prudiith,  young  minx ;  ond 
hence  her  anxiety  to  remove  every  suspicion 
that  might  attach  to  the  name  of  Trevanian, 
and  interfere  with  her  piouB  purpose  of  gra. 
dually  reconciling  her  mother  to  society,  and 
restoring  her  to  that  general  reception  which 
her  birth  and  talents  entitled  her  to  expect, 
though  she  had  forfeited  it  by  tlie  glaring 
improprieties  of  her  early  life. 

■  Animated  with  these  pious  hopes  and  wishes, 
the  hastened  in  the  first  instance  to  Emily 
Hartfield,  but  had  no  sooner  o(Kned  her  lips 
on  the  subject  of  the  eclaircissementy  then  her 
ftiend  interrupted  her  by  exclaiming — "Not 
on  my  account,  my  dear  Helen,  not  to  mc  is 
any  explanation  necessary.  I  blush  to  think  that 
X  should  ever  have  deaired  it,  and  if  I  consent 
to  Ksten  to  your  statement,  it  is  only  that  I 
BMiy  be  enabled,  when  slanderers  would  traduce 
ycnr  fair  fame,  to  tell  them  they  are  liars  in 
that  teeth.^    She  coloured  deeply  with  indig* 
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Aalioii,  and  Ilelen,  obsernng  ber  amotion,  («- 
praued  her  hope  that  ahe.^culd  nefer  have 
-OBoifiipa  tb  use  Iftngui^  which  migiit  be  oao> 
nderod  somewhat  too  musouliAev  both  fortb 
■peakcTtand*  the  occ*sk>ii. 
3  **  Neither  for  ono  nor  the  other^'^  rttunab 
(£miiy,  quickly  :-«^'  These  are  the  oocBaisn 
ndieo'  If  feci  tiKMt  taifktod  to  speak  like  &  mn; 
(a  rwkh  even  that  the  tnan\  law  of  boDdor 
wiere  nnirerealiy  btndingy  that>  so  the  HMiigiMM 
acandal-mongen  of  our  own  mex  ndgM  be 
tliadc  responnible  widi  their  lives  for  the  un- 
bridled license  of  dieiF  tongues.  Let  tii£n 
'be  silenced  by  fi*ar,  if  honesty  and  tbame  lurw 
lost  their  hold  upon  the  slandererB*^ 
't  Smiling  at  the  generous  warmth  of  bv 
^end,  Helen  proceeded  to  explain  the  oonr- 
l«nces  which  had  led  to  the  apf>arent)y  vp- 
terious  »cene  in  the  pdnting>^room  ;  meotiocng 
the  name  of  the  parly  then  concealed  \A  tbe 
closet ;  the  unexpected  circumstanoe«  wbkh  hd 
induced  het^If  and  Adeline  to  inierast  tben- 
•elves  in   hla  preservation  ;    and  the  aUmiflg 
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events  by  wfai^  they  had  faeen  agitatal  while 
faa  i^remaiaed  «»  tiQWeldmile  though  an  -unbv- 
«N^ed'ioiute  of  Harptdon  UalL  Eiirily  testi- 
^fadi  fliei'highert  aiimimtwn  of  her  friend^s'be- 
nerolent  intrepidity,  as  well  as  of  the  prudence 
had  tnabled  her  ta  stect  through  the 
with  which  Adcline^s  indtscvctiott  had 
^androned  her;  and  wiUiaf^ly  consented' to  ac- 
-oanapany  her  td  Lady  Cnickau>  for  the  puvpoee 
liC.;iedeeiRiiig  her  pledge,  and  niakiog  the  pro- 
aliBod  explanaliuiii 

auMn.  Gh&taworth  and  Miss  Crawley  were  both 
tmth  her  Ladj«hip  whai  they  arrived,  which 
Hden.conaidfired  so  far  fortunate^  as  it  woidd 
aave  any  subsequent  repetition  of  a  statement 
«ht  felt  it  humiliating  to  offer,  however  complete 
.■light  be  the  exculpation  itailbnled.  '^Oh  S  my 
4far  Miss  Trevanian,'*  cried  Lady  Crockatt, 
fpkfitk :  slio  had  fiiii^iod  her  narrative, — '*  you 
•jifted  not  say  a  word  more.  I  know  you  agm 
allfftys  fastidiously,  squeamishly  correct  and 
jfl^a^rous,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing;  and  if 
jrita9:liii&k  it  proper  to  have  a  youog  fellow 
a  3 
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we,  of 


99nM9k>d  in  the  Buinmer-housej  and 
ikffnitoet  of  ^rour  own  piiii3ting-rDom»  we,  of 
course,  cao  have  no  right  to  object.* 
•m^Youf  Ladyship  cannot  denj  the 
tbropy,  tlie  love  of  niankiud  which  IVIJss  Trers- 
niaa  ha£  evioced,"  said  Mrs.  Chalaworth  8iieer- 
ingly.  ^*  TJ>«  young  ^ntlemao,  to  be  sure,  wu 
a  rebel)  and  uf  couise  ought  to  have  been  cav 
ftidered  an  enemy,  in  the  bouse  of  Lord  Trev»> 
nian;  but  the  Scripture^  you  knovr,  cominaxids 
ua  to  love  our  enemies,  and  I  dare  say  so  derovt 
a  young  lady  would  not  fail  to  obey  ita  injuBN 
tion$.''    .,;•  .,%,..■!  -J 

.'*  Especially  irhere  the  party  ia  queidoo  it 
GO  remarkably  handsome  ae  this  Mr.  Apdej,* 
added  Miss  Crawlt^,  witJi  a  flippant  toes  of  tbe 

,*'  Faugh  I  I  declare  it  ciakes  me  quite  sltkt' 
resumed  her  Ladyship:  **  Give  me  my  drops, 
Crawley.  Ueally  the  whole  thing  is  too  riditu* 
loua:  I  hate  hypocrisy  worse  than  seliishoess.'' 

'^  I  assure  you  that  I  was  hasteaing  to  yon 
at  the  ball/  continued  Mrs.  Chatsworth,  "whtt 
you  fainted  away  on  learning  Mr.  Apaley"*  tf- 
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pest,  to  rktiknift^nd  that  jmir  «Uyi  shoald  b« 
{iDOMficii^  but  you  wore  hiirriod  oft  so  suddenly 
that  I  could  not  overtake  jou/' 

iJtwatfUnth  g^eat  difficolty  that  tho  wann- 
!lK*ned  £mi)y  had  rrinod  in  her  indigruuit  im- 
patienco  dumef  the  utterance  of  these  iingene* 
roas  and  imladyKke  taunts ;  vhc  could  now  en- 
dure no  marf&,  and  wa«  bursting  out  into  an 
angry  rebuke,  vhich  would  certainly  have  been 
flODveyed  in  no  very  meaMured  terms,  had  not 
Men  stopped  her  by  gently  putting  her  hand 
upon  her  lips,  while  she  exclaimed,  **  Hush  ! 
£nuly,  hush  I  if  these  ladies  forget  themselve», 
let  us  not  imitate  their  example.  Insinaations 
•ueh  as  tlie«e  are  more  disgraceful  to  their  au- 
thors than  their  object."  So  saying,  she  took 
'Emily's  arm,  and  bowing  to  the  censorious  trio 
with  an  air  of  distant  but  polite  dignity,  quitted 
tke  apartment,  and  returned  to  Harpsden  HalL 
Now  that  the  communication  could  be  made 
ithout  danger,  Adeline,  anxious  to  be  the  first 
T  of  the  gofxl  tidings,  hurried  to  her  roo- 
tiiear,  and  with  numerous  inter)ectiunt>,  both  m 
French  and  English,   and  as  many   inquiries 
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whether  it  was  iiot  a  charming  ■^^«ntufe,Jinl 
like  a  story  in  n  piny  or  a  romance,  detailed  fb^ 
whole  progress  of  h^  AcqoaiQtadoe  wHh  B««- 
ben,  up  to  the  time  of  his  ^ght  (torn  the  hoM^i 
concluding  with  the  statement  that  he  «» thf 
adopted  ton  and  iiii<i»nlired  heir  of  the  rich  Mr 
Goldingham,  thAt  Uc  hud  iinequi  vocally  d^daftti 
himself  her  suitor,   that  he  was  passiooateiy  ^ 
love  with  her,  and  fthc  doubtod  not  would  raA 
forward  to  make  a  fWinal  demand  of  Iter  liftwi 
as  soon  as  he  should  return  to  England.    Muck 
as  Lady  Trevanian  saw  to  condemn  in  the  allr 
and  hazardous  conduct  of  her  volatile  daughtir* 
and  imminent  as  had  been  the  perils  to  which 
her  levity  had  exposed  the  whole  family,  die  iW 
not,  now  that  the  danger  was  happily  past  ml 
over,  by  any  means  regret  the  occurrence,  ■!• 
though  she  felt  it  her  duty  to  warn  her  agsioA 
any  such  wild  and  improper  projects  in  fiitort* 
It  com|>orted  with   her  Ladyship^s  news,  ^ 
her    daughter   should  marry   and   live  in  V 
country  rather  tiian  in  London  ;  her  knowledp 
of  Adeline's  flighty  character,  and,  above  all,  htf 
indiscreet   behaviour  ;in  the  present  afiair,  n*  i 
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dered  it  peculiarly  deainible  that  she  ihould  be 
reflpoctBbly  settled,  lest  her  rcMnaatic  tempera* 
men^  should  hurry  her  into  some  objectionable 
unioDt  aad  no  person  appeared  more  eligible 
for  this  purpose  than  the  adopted  soa  and  hdr 
of 'their  wealthy  neighbour.  Relying,  there- 
ft»re»  upon  her  unquali6ed  averments,  she  re- 
solved to  give  all  due  encouragement  to  his 
suit,  should  he  present  himself  at  Harpsden 
Hall  as  the  ckimant  of  her  hand. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


"  Oh  dinnal  dole,  when  the  eecret  booI 

Is  mock'd  by  the  outward  showiiig ; 
When  we  dreM  the  eyes  in  a  gay  disguise. 

While  the  tears  are  inward  flowing ; 
When  groans  and  grief  would  be  a  relief. 

But  with  carols  we  keep  them  under. 
And  a  laugh  we  start  when  the  throbbing  heart 

Is  ready  to  burst  asunder ! 

Oh  wound  most  sore  in  the  bosom's  core. 

That  mocks  relief  or  healing. 
When  the  man  we  love  all  others  above 

At  our  feet  is  fondly  kneeling; 
When  we  deeply  yearn  his  vows  to  return. 

But,  oh  I  most  thrilling  trial  1 
We  force  the  tongue,  while  the  heart  is  wrung. 

To  utter  a  faint  denial!" 

Not  many  days  had  elapsed  after  the  conunu- 
nieation  mentioned  in  our  last  chapter,  when, 
m  Helen  was  occujned  in  punting,  her  sister 
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burst  into  the  room,  exclaiming,  ^^OCiel. 
joie  extatique!  he's  coming!  he 


ft  ooming! 

All !  Helen,  did  I  not  tell  you  that  he  was  «l 
faitliful  and  a  loyal  knight, — brave  as  a  BiHej 
d'Ainbois  or  a  Scanderbeg,  and  true  as  the  steady 
Clytus  to  his  Statira,  or  Arethusius  to  his  Up- 
cinthia,  or  Orontes  to  his  fond  Andromeda  T 
She  sailed  about  the  aiiartmcnt  in  an  ecstasy  tf 
she  uttered  theae  words,  drawing  up  her  head, 
aasuining  a  stately  step,  casting  furtive  glanca 
at  the  mirror,  and  affording  no  other  explanation 
of  her  transports  than  a  reiteration  of  the  wotdi 
— "  He  *s  coming  i  he  *s  coming  t*^ 

"  I  am  in  no  hurry,^  said  Helen,  resuming 
her  painting;  **  when  your  fit  is  over,  you  will, 
perhaps,  inform  me  who  is  coming." 

"  La,  my  dear,  how  can  you  be  so  incoocdn' 
bly  opaque  ?  Eh^  comme  tu  as  tctprit  bomM ' 
Who  should  it  be,  but  my  own  dear  Arciidius^ 
Come  to  the  window,  and  see  him  with  par 
own  eycK.  Doesn't  he  look  handsome  iD  bit 
own  clotheB?  May  1  die,  if  it  isn't  the  pnC* 
tiest  plum-coloured  suit  I  ever  beheld.  Azxi 
there  's  Mr.  Goldingham  with  him,  in  his  &t 
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dire&4X»iiered  beaver,  and  his  old-faahionod 
faoro-headed  cane.  See  how  his  coat  pocket 
•ticks  out !  La,  Helen,  only  suppose  it  should 
oontain  the  marriage  articles,  the  settlements, 
and  the  favours  for  the  footmen,  and  all  that ! 
I  TOW  I  shouldn't  wonder." 

**  Your  imagination,  Adeline,  seldom  fails 
jou  upon  these  points ;  but,  for  my  own  part, 
I  see  no  reason  to  conclude—" 

*'  Fi  donCf  Helen  !  always  reason,  reason,  rea- 
aoa.  Comme  in  me  parais  simple  avec  tes  rai- 
$omnemetts !  Hark  !  hark !  there 's  the  bell  of 
the  great  gate,  and  we  must  of  course  go  down 
to  the  drawing-room.  La,  what  a  figure  I  am  ! 
My  berger  has  come  out  of  curl,  and  these 
confidants  don^t  hang  becomingly,  and  my  comet 
is  too  much  over  my  checks.  Tell  me,  Helen, 
do  my  Crive-caurs  set  off  the  nape  of  my  neck 
kiUinglyr 

"  Oh,  no  doubt  they  will  merit  the  name  !* 
*  replied  her  sister,  smiling. 

"  Bienpensct  ma  saur!  May  I  die!  if  I  must 
imA  have  a  favorite  at  each  temple,  a  meurtrihe 
to  unite  the  locks,  engageants  to  my  sleeves, 
B  2 
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and  a  verttt  a  moi  brea«t-knot,     DU  done 
eludi  I  wear  my  tocque  trimmed   with  Colbtr* 
tine,  this  cornet  edged  with  point  d*Espagne, 
my  bonnet  a  lafoUe  ?*' 

"  The  latter,  by  all  means,  if  you  arc  deter- 
mined to  set  your  cap  at  your  visitor  in 
pointed  a  manner.'*' 

**  Oh,  there  is  no  necessity  for  tljat,  I 
mise  you.    But  I  muBt  run  away  to  my 
room.    Give  me  one  of  your  black  patch 
Helen,  or  I  shall  forget  to  draw  attention 
the  dimple  on  my  chin.     Grace  3  Grace ! — thai 
psalm-singing  girl  is  always  out  of  the  way  when 
the  is  most  wanted.     Au  revoir!  au  revoirT 

Without  wailing  to  he  summoned,  Helen 
flcendcd  into  the  drawing-room,  when  Golds 
ham,  before  she  could  congratulate  his  nephcv 
upon  his  safe  return,  hastened  up  to  her,  aud  id 
the  warmest  terms  expressed  their  joint  thanb 
for  the  inappreciable  benefits  she  had  confentd 
upon  them  both.  Turning  lo  her  Ladyship,  \st 
esilarged  in  glowing  language  upon  the  nu^- 
nanimity  and  superior  good  sense  invariaUf 
evinced   by  Helen,  which  he    considered  tht 
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more  extraordinary  in  one  so  young ;  declared 
that  it  put  such  greybeards  as  himself  com- 
fi^tely  to  the  blush ;  and  concluded  by  felici- 
tating her  Ladyship  on  the  possession  of  such 
a  paragon  of  a  daughter.  During  this  eulogy, 
Helen  kept  her  looks  fixed  upon  the  ground* 
while  a  deep  blush  overspread  her  features; 
and  as  Reuben  cast  a  glance  at  her  long  black 
eyelashes,  overshadowing  her  Rowing  cheeks, 
like  the  dark  streaks  stealing  into  the  vermilion 
of  the  tulip,  he  thought  he  had  never  gazed 
upon  anything  more  interesting  and  lovely.  As 
«ooQ  as  Goldingham^s  silence  allowed  him,  he 
expressed,  in  the  most  passionate  ]anguage  that 
an  overcharged  heart  could  dictate,  his  grati- 
tude for  the  generous  protection  she  had  con- 
descended to  aflTord  him;  hoping  she  would 
pardon  the  deep  anxiety  he  must  have  occa- 
flooed  her,  as  her  Ladyship  had  already  for- 
given him  for  intruding  himself  into  her  service 
ander  a  feigned  name. 

"  Nay,  Sir,  I  have  forgiven  you  more  faults 
than  that,^  said  Lady  Trevanian ;  "  for  I  had 
often  occasion  to  observe  that  you  knew  no- 
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thing  of  your  business,  and  made  but  a 
gling  butler.'^ 

In  the  most  frank  and  unafTected  mauiu.'r 
Helen  was  congratulating  her  visitants  on  the 
happy  cessation  of  all  their  troubles,  and  dis- 
daimiog  her  own  title  to  the  praises  larifthed 
upon  her,  since  she  had  only  obeyed  the  dic- 
tates of  common  humanity,  when  the  door 
opened,  and  Adeline,  in  her  bell-hoop,  came 
awimming  into  the  room  with  all  tlie  establish- 
ed steps  and  studied  nonchalance  bhe  hod  kamt 
from  her  French  governess,  the  ribbons,  pinnem, 
niflies,  and  lappets  of  her  outri  dress  streaming 
from  her  as  she  advanced,  the  patch  upon  hrt 
chin  not  having  been  forgotten,  and  her  multi- 
tudinous locks  being  all  upon  the  qtti  vivit 
ready  to  do  execution  and  earn  their  beau-killiog 
names.  Handsome  she  still  looked,  for  no  dis- 
figurement could  render  her  otherwise;  nor  w«i 
^e  deficient  in  a  certain  air  of  distinction,  but 
there  was  as  usual  something  so  fantastical 
in  her  garb ; — her  manner,  that  of  a  forward 
girl  affecting  confusion  and  bashfulness,  was 
«o  conceited ;  and  her  Frenchified  coDTersation 
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90  exclamatory  and  jejune  that  the  toui  em- 
semble  was  not  likely  to  captiTalc  any  very 
hiteUigent  observer.  In  addressing  Reuben 
the  endeavoured  to  blu^  and  look  agitated, 
but  could  not  get  any  fortlier  than  a  sheep- 
ish expression,  and  a  half  suppressed  gigf^lc^ 
When  he  expressed  his  thanks^  however,  for 
her  generous  conduct  towards  liim,  v.hirh  he 
did  iu  the  most  fervent  and  animated  terms, 
her  delight  became  manifest.  She  smirked, 
and  simpered,  and  blushed,  and  countetl  the 
•ticks  of  her  fan,  occasionally  casting  a  most 
significant  glance  at  Helen,  as  if  to  say — listen 
bow  passionately  he  i»  making  love  to  me— be- 
hold a  confirmation  of  all  that  I  have  anwrt- 
ed — recognize  my  acknowledged  suitor  !  Re^ 
oovering,  or  rather  resuming,  her  confidence, 
after  this  new  proof  of  her  lover^s  homage,  (for 
Mich  she  deemed  it,)  she  attempted  to  show 
off  before  his  uncle  by  her  usual  Anglo-gallit 
rattle,  though  slic  could  hardly  have  hit  upon 
a  more  unfortunate  expedient.  To  GoldinghamV 
Ingoted  notions,  which  made  him  even  refrain 
from  French  wines  u{)on  a  John  Bullish  sort  of 
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principle,  every  word  of  that  language  seem< 
to  involve  a  popish  plot.  He  maxle  no  secret, 
tlieiefore,  either  of  his  own  total  ignorance  of 
the  tongue,  or  of  his  dislike  of  introducing  their 
contraband  terms  into  our  own  language ;  and 
Adeline,  willing  to  oblige  the  uncle  of  her 
Arcadius,  tried  as  much  as  possible  to  talk 
plain,  intelligible  English,  though  we  are  oom- 
pelled  to  record  that  her  success  was  ody 
partial.  Two  hours  thus  passed  away  rapidlj 
and  happily  to  all  parties,  Reuben  listening  to 
every  word  that  dropped  from  Helenas  lips 
with  increased  admiration  and  delight ;  and 
Adeline,  in  her  turn,  devouring  all  that  wu 
uttered  by  her  presumed  lover,  with  a  food 
amazement  at  his  prodigious  talent  and  ud- 
rivallcd  power  of  fascination.  Goldingham  then 
rase  to  depart,  promising  however,  in  answer 
to  Lady  Trevanian's  pressing  invitations,  that 
both  himself  and  his  nephew  would  tdm 
early  and  frequent  opportunities  of  retumiog 
to  Harpsden  Hall. 

After  morning  service  on  the  fuUowing  Suiw 
day,  Reuben  drove  over  in  the  carriage  to  the 
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Tit  Farm,  upon  the  Downs,  accompanied  by 
IS  uncle,  vtho  was  anxiouB  to  make  acqualat* 
anoe  with  Grace  Wardrop  and  her  father,  or 
jtt  leafit  to  tender  them  some  reward  for  the 
'inctuary  they  had  so  generoualy  afTorded  to 
hh  nq>hew,  at  the  ritik  of  their  own  life.  Amu 
baptists,  and  Indeed  Nonconformists  of  any  sort, 

B^ere  little  to  bis  taste,  hut  his  heart  was  Dot 
■o  narrowed  as  to  deny  to  dils  family  the  praise 
ihey  had  so  well  earned  by  tlieir  noble  and  in- 
trepid conduct,  nor  was  he  unprepared  to  atte&t 
with  his  purse  how  gratefully  he  appreciated 

Hihdr  services.  Absorbed  by  her  pro&elyting 
iefl],  &nd  the  perusal  of  controversial  tracts, 
which  were  urging  her  enthusiasm  to  an  almost 
perilous  excess,  Grace,  allhough  she  had  pray- 
^  almost  unceasingly  for  Ucuben^s  safetv*  hod 
paid  so  rutlc  attention  to  the  passing  events  d 

Kthe  world,  that  she  concluded  lie  had  found  a 
psasoge  to  the  Continent ;  but  as  there  was  still 
an  uncertainty  upon  the  subject,  she  felt  no 
surprise  that  her  anxiety  respi*cting  him  should 
remain  undiminished.  When  the  amnesty, 
however,  banished  all  apprehension  of  his 
0  5 
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ild  yetn*    i 
and  tamm 


Bftfety,   for  she  took    it   for  granted 

would  be  included  ia  it,  she  was  quite 

to  understand  why  she  should  stil 

interested   in  his   fate,  why  she   should  yetn* 

to  know  what  had  become   of  him, 

should  long  to  see  him  once  more; 

was  the  state  of  her  feelings  on    the  momn§ 

when  the  latter  wish  was  to  be  so  unexpectedh 

gratified. 

The  unusual,  perhaps  the  unprecedented  oghi 
of  a  gentleman's  carriage  waiting  at  the  top  </ 
the  steep  declivity  that  led  down  to  the  fenn. 
oocadoned  her  to  hurry  up  to  inquire  the  raerw 
ing  of  the  visit.  Reuben,  in  the  meanwhile,  had 
quitted  the  vehicle,  but  being  now  attired  In 
a  manner  conformable  to  his  station,  she  hardlf 
recognized  him  till  she  heard  his  vcMce,  whm 
she  uttered  a  cry  of  surprize,  and  exclaimed, 
**  Norton  !  is  it  you  ?  Have  you  seen  the  sai- 
nesty  ?  You  are  safe,  you  are  safe.  God  be 
praised  !  The  Lord  liatli  listened  to  my  prayff : 
the  Lord  forsaketh  not  his  Saints.  He  hath 
delivereth  thee  from  the  snare  of  the  fowler 
The  captives  of  the  mighty  ehall  be  taken 
away,  and  the  prey  of  the  terrible  shall  be  dt- 


REOBEK   APSLEY.  11 

Hvered.  Hosanna  in  the  highest  T  Her  lamp- 
Ukeeyes  sparkled,  and  a  wild  joyous  enthusiasm 
Mte  upon  her  features  as  she  spoke ;  but  when 
Reuben  proceeded  to  inform  her  that  he  was  no 
longer  Norton,  the  quondam  soldier  and  butler, 
bat  Reuben  Apsley,  the  adopted  son  of  Mr. 
Goldingham,  of  the  Place;  when  the  truth  of 
^s  statement  flashed  ujKrn  her  from  his  altered 
habiliments,  the  sight  of  the  carriage,  and  of 
C^ldingham,  who  was  now  advancing  to  join 
them,  the  colour  rushed  to  her  wan  cheeks,  and 
•0  instantly  retiring  left  tliem  of  a  more  ghastly 
whiteness  than  before,  her  eyes  glistened,  she 
[[gasped  for  breath,  and  after  a  momentary  jxiiise 
famtly  articulated,  ''  I  am  glad  of  it,  you  are 
gfpeaiiy  you  are  rich,  you  are  among  those  that 
lit  in  the  high  places,  you  have  been  delivered 
like  a  second  Daniel  from  the  lion's  den,  the 
Lord  scattereth  blessings  upon  your  head,  and 
I  rejoice  with  an  exceeding  great  joy.  Yen,  I 
am  very,  very  happy." 

•*  No  one  better  descr^'es  to  be  so,^  said 
Reuben,  taking  her  hand,  "  and  if  my  uncle  or 
mjaelf  can  in  any  way  contribute  to—*' 

What  can  be  the  meaning  of  this  ?"  ex- 
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doMlieti  Grace,  interruptiog  hin^aDd  withdraw 
ing  her  hand  with  a  slight  blush,  ^'  I  mustte 
liappyi  I  ought  to  be  Itappy,  and  yet  my  bctf 
be&tft  and  throbb  as  if  it  vould  buisc,  uA 
my  head  ^eems  diezy,  and  my  eyes  deal 
mind  thc»e  tears,*'  &he  ooatiaued  in  a  tokc  if 
increased  tendemeas;  ^*  indeed,  Nortoo— Uc- 
Aptlcy.  I  mean, — I  am  Tcry  happy,  I  am  i% 
deed.*"  And  then,  as  if  to  escape  f rom  tbo^ghii 
and  sensationa  that  at  once  beirildered  aad  ^ 
tressed  her,  she  rallied  her  spirits,  launched  iift 
her  enthu^astic  vein,  and  running  toiranb  tki 
dwelling  wlnle  her  |>allid  face  again  fland  up 
with  a  look  of  exultation,  she  exclaimed  olmiA 
**  Lord !  thou  bast  made  me  glad,  I  wiW  tninqA 
in  tlic  work  of  thy  hands.  He  hath  bad  tsid 
of  bonds  and  imprison  men  t.  He  hath  esotpt 
from  his  chains — he  i»  free !  he  is  free  i  Optf 
to  me,  my  sister,  and  hearken  to  me,  0  Bf 
father,  fur  I  come  to  ye  aiu>iutcd  with  the  (A 
of  gladness.^ 

Rcul>eu  had  seen  enough  of  Molachi'a  alscdy 
independence,  tofeeJ  conviooed  that  ihcsDftiM 
mention  of  pecuniary  recompense  for  the  ptf- 
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of  wbat  he  considered  nn  imperatiTe 
dtiCy,  would  be  received  as  an  insult ;  and  he 
tbcreforo  counAellcd  his  uncle^  who  was  too  apt 
Co  consider  money  on  universal  panacea  as  well 
as  acqutttanoe,  to  negociate  with  Grace,  while 
he  himself  bliould  keep  the  old  man  engaged  in 
conversation.  In  pursuance  of  this  plan  he 
pu^hixl  forward  to  the  bam,  passing  through 
the  midst  of  his  quadruped  and  feathered  ac- 
cfuajntance,  allotted  in  their  respective  habita- 
tions, and  entered  the  dwelling-house,  where  be 
Coond  every  thing  wearing  the  same  air  of  ez> 
quiaite  order  and  neatness  as  on  his  former  visit 
3falachi,  who  had  been  hastily  apprised  of  his 
arrival,  without  having  leamt  the  change  in  his 
circumstances,  held  out  his  right  hand,  and 
grasped  that  of  Reuben  with  his  iron  muscles, 
oow  braced  to  an  additional  degree  of  tension 
by  his  indignant  recollection  of  the  enormities 
that  hnd  been  perpetrated  upon  the  people  of 
the  Lord  since  tlieir  last  meeting.  He  made 
DOC;  the  smallest  allusion  to  his  son  Joel,  for  his 
iadividiml  griefK  Aoemed  to  have  been  swallowed 
up  in  the  sufierings  of  bis  country,  but    he 
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groaned   with   very  agony   of  spirit   wben 
referred  to  the  atrocities  of  Jeffreys.    "  Surely,' 
be  exclaimed,  "  the  Lord  shall  avenge  the  blood 
of  his  slaughtered  saints  and  servants;  he  ihall 
strike  down  the  murderer  who  kiUotb  the  poo^l 
and  needy  ;  the  tyrant  and  the  opprenon  flbd 
perish ;  will  not  the  earth  open   and  swallow 
them  up,  as  it  did  the  company  of  Datlian  and 
Abiram  ?     O  that  I  had  mine  eyes,  and  (tax 
1  could   wield  the  sword  of  the  Lord  and  rf  j 
Gideon  T      For    some    time    he    would  bMr  I 
nothing,  bursting  out  into  appeals  to  Heaven, 
or  indulging  in  the  anticipation  of  future  (r» 
dom  and  indemnity;  but  be  at  length  becaiM 
more  calm,  and  listened  with  apparent  intereit 
to  the  detail  of  Reuben's  adventure,  and  of  his 
fortunate  escape  from  prison. 

Goldingham,  in  the  mean  while,  having  ukm 
Grace  apart  for  that  purpose,  was  sounding  ber 
as  to  the  most  acceptable  sen'ice  that  he  cmiU 
render  her  and  her  fiither  in  return  for  tbetf 
protection  of  his  nephew.  Reuben  had  obeerrcd 
tliat  her  religious  fervour  was  daily  rendcriag 
her  more  unfit  for  her  situation  at  Lady  Tre- 


( 


Eift^Bie!*   APSLXr. 


U 


TBnian's,  and  hatl  therefore  suggested  that  the 
would  be  made  much  happier,  and  find  herself 
in  a  more  congenial  element,  if  she  were  enabled 
to  remain  at  home  with  her  fnthcr.  This  hint 
was  no  sooner  thrown  out  than  she  embraced 
It  with  ardour,  declaring  that  there  was  nothing 
ifae  more  earnestly  desired  than  to  dwell  always 
At  the  farm,  that  she  might  read  the  Bible  to 
her  blind  parent,  and  minister  to  his  wants. 
feoldingham  assured  her  that  her  wishes  should 
be  gratified,  and  that  he  would  order  such 
quarterly  payments  to  be  made  to  her  as  should 

>raore  than  suffice  to  procure  the  comforts  for 
herself  and  her  father  that  were  now  scantily 
^tipplieil  by  her  service  at  Harpsden  HolL 
Attaching  but  a  secondary  imjH)rtance  to  the 
mammon  of  this  world,  Grace  felt  not  the 
sniallest  humiliation  in  becoming  the  pensioner 
t£  a  rich  man  on  whom  she  bad  conferred  a 
prerious  service ;  she  accepted  his  offer;  there^ 
lbre«  with  a  becoming  gratitude,  but  at  the 
fteme  time  with  a  natural  and  modest  dignity, 
adding,  that  she  should  now  be  completely 
happy.     A  deep  sigh  escapeil  from  her  as  she 
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spok^,  and  her  locikii^eh^  sb  diecide^Iy  at*t 
riance  with  the  wish  she  had  expressed,  Aral 
Goldiugham,  meaoing  16  cheer  her  up,  said  in 
a  bantering  ton*,  **  Adod !  my  pretty  drttr,  rob 
do  not  look  so.  What !  do  you  grieve  to  Iea6rt 
your  sweetheart  behind  you  at  Harpsdcii  HalL 
eh?" 

Gracrf 'flroolc  lier  head,  and  pressed  her  haixi 
upon  hor  heart  in  silence. 

"  Nay,  nay,  my  good  girl,"  resumed  Goli 
inghatn,  who  thought  he  saw  a  confirmatiooof 
his  susptcions  in  tliis  action,  **  if  your  alffecddDi 
are  engaged,  let  me  but  know  who  it  is,  itiiidtf 
I  can  do  any  thing  to  make  3rou  happy- — ' 

"  Oh,  no,  no,  no— pray,  pray  Sir,  do  nOf'l 
to  me  thus:  indeed  I  cannot  tell  you,  for  I 
know  not  myself  why  my  heart — why  I  ftel  » 
sad,  when  I  ought  to  be  filled  with  'jo^  ifld 
gratitude.**  She  took  a  small  Bible  frokb'ber 
pocket,  and  laying  it  upon  licr  bosotn,  contiudmL 
"  The  Israelites  were  cured  of  the  bites  at  tbe 
fiery  snakes  by  looking  upon  the  brazen  serpent 
raised  up  in  the  Wildernew,  and  ^xrhapA  thf? 
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loly  Tolume  may  allay  the  panj^  ibat  is  now 
gnawing  at  my  hearu" 

**  Z(x>ks  I    my  f)oor  child,  bow  filiouUl  you 

have  aoy  paia  at  the  heart  unless  you  are  in 

love?     You  look  down  upon  tlie  ground,  you 

hlush^  there  are  tears  in  your  eyea ;— 'Ah,  ha  ! 

Lyboots,  have  I  found  you  out  ?** 

''You  ore  miatakuu  Sir,*"  said  Grace,  with 

air  of  some  reserve ;  '^  I  know  not  tlic  meax^ 

ing  of  love — I  understand  not  my  own  most 

I      perplexing  and  painful  sensations,  but  I  beseech 

^hfou  to  spare  mc — to  leave  me — to  speak  to  me 

^■no  more.*^ 

^B  *'  Well,  well,  well,"^  said  Goldlngham,  seeing 
^'that  she  was  retiring;  "if  you  want  a  friend  in 
this  affair,  come  to  me.  Perhaps  you  wUl  be 
oommuuicative  at  my  next  visit,  fur  Reu- 
ben and  I  mean  to  call  upon  you  occasionally." 
**  I  hope  not — I  hope  not,"  eagerly  exclaim- 
ed Grace;  "I  would  have  given  anything  for 
an  interview  this  morning-— but  now,  methinks, 
'  J  would  never,  never,  never  wish— forgive  me, 
^LSir^  I  would  not  offend  you  for  the  world,  but 
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I  Maarcdy  know  what  I  sty."  And  ^e  hunud 
off,  lest  she  should  betray  eniatioa»  vhkli 
she  could  not  herself  thoroughly  comptebeod, 
though  she  felt  that  thcj  ought  not  to  bt 
revealed. 

"  Not  know  whnt  you  say  ?  Egad  t  ao  iH 
seems,'*  said  Goldingham:  "  what  simpIetoBi 
these  lovcsaick  wenches  make  of  themficlrc& !  If 
the  ha£  taken  a  fancy  to  any  of  the  fellows  n 
fine  liveries  at  Harpsden  Hall,  she  shall  htp 
the  stif>end  I  promised  her  for  a  marriage  pa» 
tioD,  and  we  will  take  care  of  the  old  blind  fit 
ther  besides.^  So  sa3ring,  he  called  for  Reuben* 
by  whom  he  was  presently  joined,  when  they 
returned  to  the  carriage,  and  drove  from  tb 
Pit  Farm-  Ascending  nearly  to  the  top  of  tb 
Meep  road  of  approach,  Grace  watched  tbeeff- 
riage  UD  it  was  no  longer  visible :  after  whicfc 
she  sate  down  upon  a  large  stone,  and  gaveiCDl 
to  the  feelings  with  which  she  had  long  btrt 
struggling  by  a  passionate  burst  of  tears.  R*- 
ticTcd  by  this  ebullition,  she  opened  her  Bible, 
read  in  it  for  some  time,  and  then  returned  to 
her  father  in  a  much  more  composed  stale  u^ 
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^pbtnd,  although  her  oounteiunce  still  betrayed 
Hlfae  emotioiu  by  which  she  had  been  recently 
"mijititted. 

The  arrangements  for  her  reTDovai  to  the  form, 

td  for  her  receiving  a  quarterly  stipend  viih- 

tt  the   knowledge  of  her   father,  were   soon 

red  into  effect,  and  Reuben  had    thu«  efr- 

'essed  bin  gratitude  to  ail  those  who  had  been 

imental  in  his  €9ca\)c,  with  the  exception 

Vf  Norry  MoUoy,  who  liad  stopped  hi*  mouth 

with  an  exclamation  of  "  Bletherumskite,  and 

ley,  and  Dotherationt  entirely  !**  wheneTCT 

attempted  verbal  thanks ;   who  had  indig- 

itly  refused    ail  more    substantial   acknow. 

IgmcntR  for  her  services,  and  whom  he  knew 

lot  now  where  to  find,  even  could  he  have  pne- 

iled  upon  her  to  gratify  his  wishes  by  the 

■ptancc  of  some  permanent  provision  that 

It  enable  her  to  abandon  her  roving,  ha^ 

IS,  and  lawless  life.     Norry  was  the  only 

whom   Goldin^ham   felt    httle   disposition 

to  remunerate,  hia  inveterate  prejudices  leading 

Ifeini  to  suspect  that  no  Papist  could  have  thus 
flaked  her  life  for  a  Proteatant,  unless  slie  had 


some  sinister  dedgQ  Bgainst    his  soul,  or  hii 
budy,  or  both. 

Reuben  now  became  a  frequeot  viMtor 
Uaq)adea  UaU,  confirming  by  the  sanction 
his  judgment  that  deep  impres^n  whxdi 
Helen  bad  made  upon  his  heart,  almost  £a)oi 
the  first  moment  of  his  beholding  her,  and  jv( 
determined  to  avoid  any  explicit  disclosure  of 
his  sentiments,  until  he  should  ha%'e  so  fuU]i 
ingratiated  himself  in  her  favour  as  to  recein 
so>ne  plausible  excuse  for  declaring  hiniseli 
It  will  readily  be  concluded  that  he  omitted  oo 
opportunity  of  placing  bis  disposition  and  » 
qairements  in  the  most  engaging  point  of  vief, 
and  from  his  personal  rccommcndatioas  aod 
mental  attainments*  be  was  not  likely  thus  ft 
exert  himself  in  vain.  Adeline,  conceiving  hb 
visits  paid  to  herself^  was  almost  always  pretcut 
wlien  he  thus  called  forth  his  accomplishmcots. 
and  never  for  a  moment  doubting  that  it  «« 
stic  who  had  animated  and  inspired  him,  iiv 
was  content  to  sit  and  listen  to  his  culloquia 
with  Helen,  even  when  they  rose  far  beyond  tbe 
range  uf  her  own  intellect,  gazdog   upon  hdv 
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ith  admiring  eyes  m  a  prodigy  of  talent,  and 
Irinking  iu  fresh  draughts  of  love  and  confidenoe 
^ery  liim?  that  she  compared  his  eyes  and  com- 
lexion  with  the  prophecy  of  tlie  old  witch,  with 
rhit-h  they  exactly  tallied. 

In  the  expectation  that  Heuben  would  avail 
ihnself  of  the  first  proper  opportunity  for  a 
tore  distinct  declaration  of  hi«  sentiments^  and 
iocerely  desirous  \wxh  fnr  her  sister*s  peace  of 
ind  and  the  maintenance  of  her  character, 
it  such  an  explanation  should  be  no  longer 
ilayefl,  Helen  contrived  to  afford  him  frequent 
:aaions  for  making  Mb  avowal  in  form.  Ade* 
>,  at  all  events,  was  not  disposed  to  lose  these 
»nts  of  (tte-^-tete,  for,  as  she  mortally 
tied  ft  cold  and  iimuivancing  courtship,  she 
fiuled  not  to  give  him  various  hints,  much  more 
^Bntelligihle  than  delicate,  by  referring  to  their 
^Bfirat  happy  meeting,  her  own  ingenioun  con- 
^Htrivance  for  getting  him  domiciliated  as  a  ser- 
1*  ▼ant,  to  which  she  attributed  the  ultimate  pre- 
servation of  his  life,  and  by  urging  whatever 
she  thought  could  give  her  a  claim  upon  his 
»ve  and  gratitude.     Reuben  felt  the  awkward- 
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Qfes9  of  his  situation,  but  the  dread  of 
tinf;  himself  vith  a  forward  sinipleton  of  thiv 
character,  would  have  been  quite  sulRcinit  to 
put  him  upOD  his  gaiard,  eren  if  his  affecdooi 
had  not  lieen  totally  and  iaalicnably  engtgal 
by  one,  in  comparison  with  whom  a  nmcb 
highcr-gpfted  woman  tlian  Adeline  woidd  hirf 
shown  but  OS  u  dowdy  and  a  hilding. 

With  the  generous  design  of  bringrog  fi 
ward  Adeline^s  solitary  talent,  Helen  t 
the  discourse  upon  music,  and  declaring 
was  nothing  she  herself  liked  better  than  a 
pie  song,  invited  her  sister  to  oblige  her  by 
singing  the  new  ballad  she  had  lately  leamt  Afl 
instant  and  gratified  assent  l)eiDg  aiven  to  thii 
proposition,  Adeline  adjusted  herself  to  her 
guitar,  making  the  customary  averments  abdtf 
a  bad  cold,  horrid  hoarseness,  &c. ;  but  instdi^ 
of  the  requested  ballad  she  selected  one  of  tbf 
songs  that  Heuben  had  formerly  praised  in  thi 
summer-house,  trusting  that  the  tones  of  w 
he  had  once  expressed  such  vehement  ad 
tion  could  not  fail  to  awaken  pleasant  nco 
tioQs,  and  impress  him  with  an  uudimioisbc^ 
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delight.  Such,  however,  is  the  power  of  asacv 
oation,  that  the  voice  and  the  melody  which  had 
charaied  him  when  heard  under  circumstaoees 
that  imparted  to  them  a  species  of  romanoe,  itov 
that  they  emanated  from  one  whose  understand- 
ing he  could  little  respect,  and  whose  ohject  id 
■electing  ttiat  particular  strain  he  could  not  but 
observe,  seemed  to  have  lost  a  great  poriiuri  of 
their  attraction,  and  to  have  degenerated  into 
very  common-place  and  unimpressive  music, 
was,  moreover,  gazing  all  the  time  upon  H^- 
Ts  lovely  and  intelligent  features,  and  whik 
tus  occupied,  there  seemed  to  be  no  room, 
itber  io  his  soul  or  his  senses,  for  any  extra- 
»U8  gratifications. 

Upon  all  occasions  Helen,  actuated  by  the 

kind  motive,  endeavoured  to  exhibit  hex 

to  as  much  advantage,  or  nuber  to  as  lit- 

disadvantage,  as  possible,  by  screening  her 

iaences  and  mistakes,  and  giving  her  private 

tts  to  avoid  c«;rtain  peculiarities  of  mamier 

rhich   fehe  knew  to   l>e  much  more  likely  to 

alietiaie    than    conciliate    their   visitor.     The 

effect*  however,  did  not  always  answer  to  the 
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beaevolenGe  of  the  intention.  Aklioiigli 
3'ouDger  sister^  Adeline  had  been  pcitaiMte 
Courty  and  had  been  much  more  iatroduGsd  into 
the  gay  world  than  Helen,  advaoti^ta  vhicfa,  m 
her  opinion,  rather  qualified  her  to  give  ihaa  l» 
take  advice*  "  Lciss^  moi  Jairtt  jt  I'tm  fnt,* 
she  cxclajmedy  "  ^vith  all  the  romance  of  vtud 
you  accuse  nie,  I  aw  not  going  to  congtdietmj 
lover.  Courtship,  I  have  heard,  is  the  Jupptf 
period  of  our  lives ;  and  IT  my  Arcsdiua  iriiiic* 
to  prolong  it,  pourtjuoi  non?  There  oia  btw 
doubt  <^  his  affections^  and  he  -would  not  fin 
mc  these  daily  visits  unless  he  meant  sliartlr  to 
fall  at  my  feet,  lay  his  hand  upon  Ida  lieort,  md 
declare  himself  in  due  form."  So  etUiiely  bid 
this  infatuation  possessed  her»  that  no  pojoced 
attentions  to  Helen,  no  triilin^  a&i^htstobcr- 
0M,  (for  Reuben  was  incapable  of  any  rudo  tf 
marked  avoidance,)  could  shake  her  oonvicttf 
of  his  purpose ;  in  her  conversations  with  he 
mother  she  gave  her  to  understand  diftt  he  oco> 
ducted  himself  as  her  acknowledged  kntt; 
while  by  significant  hints  and  giggles 
her  female  acquaintance,  she  seemed  to 
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lat  there  was  BomctluDg  on  the  (apis  which 
"might  lead  to  a  change  of  her  name  and  her  de- 
parture from  Harpsdcn  Hall. 

Helen,  in  the  mcnnwhilei  was  in  a  state  of 
mind  much  less  enviable  than  Adeline'd.     By 
iterfcring  in  her  sister's  behalf  she  had  brought 
?lf  into  such  a  habit  of  communion  with 
iben,  and  obtained   such  an  insight  into  his 
rperior  endowments  Inith  of  head  and   heart, 
iftt   she   took    an    increasing  pleasure   in   the 
ice,  and  became  unusually  animated  and  clo- 
it  whenever  she  was  called  upon  to  cxer- 
ise  it.     She  looked  forward  with  expectation 
the  days  wlien  he  h«l  promise*!  to  call,  and 
mdan  unaccountable  monotony  and  hoa\-ineM 
those  when  he  was  absent.     On  the  moniings 
his  promised  appearance  she  bestowed  a  criti- 
attention  upon  her  toilette,  to  which  she  had 
hitlierto  unaccustomed.      Her  ordinary 
rupations  became  tiresome  and  distasteful  to 
if  she   attempted    to   paint   she  spoiled 
►very  thing  that  she  commenced ;  she  wis  rest- 
►sa  and  could  settle  to  no  regular  employment ; 
|l)cr  spirits  failed  her;  she  avoided  as  much  as 
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poftsihle  the  society  of  her  sister,  seeking  iht 
.S4>litude  of  her  own  chamber,  and  frequentlt 
liighing,  though  she  knew  not  why.  In  »hort, 
stie  ]iad  been  endeavouring  to  kindle  the  fiit  d 
love  for  Adeline  uutil  she  had  unconsctouflT  ia* 
flamed  her  own  heart,  as  the  nymphs  of  Calvpai 
toyed  with  Cupid  until  they  caught  the  tendff 
contagion  of  tus  power. 

^Vhen  she  could  no  longer  conceal  from  her- 
self the  change  that  liad  taken  place  in  ber  spi- 
rits and  feelings,  she  for  a  considerable  titor 
remained  blind  to  its  real  origin,  attribubaj;  it 
to  her  anxiety  for  Adeline,  whose  peace  of 
mind  she  beliered  to  be  at  stake  ;  and  indig- 
nantly repelling  the  idea  that  there  could  be 
any  thing  selfish  or  interested,  still  leas  «if 
thing  of  love,  in  the  sensations  she  experiroMf' 
Good  Heavens!  the  very  thought  was  ^tp*- 
ding,  and  brought  a  deep  blush  of  indigntft 
anger  upon  her  cheek.  It  was  preposterous li 
entertain  it  under  any  circumstances,  but  LotW 
peculiar  nature  of  her  situation  with  Adcliw* 
the  supposition  was  a  million  times  more  ia- 
junous.    Adeline^s  was  an  avowed  attachmari 
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before  she  herself  liad  ever  seen  hitn  ;  she  was 
the  depository  of  her  sister's  secret,  the  guar- 
dian of  her  happiness,  perhaps  of  her  character 
and  respectability;  and  was  it  possible  she  could 
prove  so  base  a  trastreas  as  to  avail  herself  uf 
chat  sisterly  confidence  for  inveigling  the  oEe^ 
tions  of  her  lover  ?  No,  no,  no  ! — she  nau&t 
justice  to  herself — it  was  treason  to  herself 
impute  such  odious  and  incredible  motives 
her  actions  and  feelings — she  repelled  the 
rge  which  her  own  sensitive  mind  had  con- 
jured up ;  it  was  as  false  as  it  was  abomitiable : 
-it  was,  in  fact,  impossible. 
Her  heart  amplified  itself  with  the  swell  of 
tplacent  virtue  as  she  pronounced  this  ver- 
ict  of  self-acquittal,  though  she  resolved  for 
le  future  to  keep  a  strict  watch  upon  her  feel- 
I,  to  subject  every  emotion  of  her  bosom  to 
rigorous  scrutiny,  and  not  again  needlessly 
herself,  unless  some  more  unequivocal 
fcon£rmaUon  of  her  suspicions  sliould  arise. 
This  contingency  occurred  much  sooner  than 
te  hod  anticipated.  Reuben  becoming  even,' 
more  deeply  enamoured,  and  conscious  that 
c  2 
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bis  continued  indtuacy  at  the  house  reqi 
the  sanction  uf  some  acknowledged  motive, 
termined  to  wait  no  longer  for  the  eocoiira, 
ment  he  had  in  Tain  been  expecting^bul  to 
to  an  immediate  eciaircissement  byMvovingha 
piancmir  Twice  had  he  gone  over  to  JIarp>clfD 
Hall  with  this  intention,  but  ttie  prescpce 
odiors  had  prevented  the  executioa  of  his 
poae.  On  the  third  occasion  every  thing 
propitious.  Lady  Trevanian  was  confined  bj 
indispoaitioD  to  her  own  apartmcDt ;  AJeHv 
had  gone  out  to  make  some  pitrduu^;  and 
while  he  rejoiced  in  the  opportuneness  uf 
moment,  his  hetirt  fluttered,  and  he  felt 
courage  sink  within  him.  It  was  precisely 
situation  in  which  lie  had  been  so  long  wishifig 
to  find  himself,  and  yet  he  never  ii>h  «p  uttotf 
•disconcerted.  Attempting  to  conceal  tusa^ 
tion  by  a  coughs  be  resolved  to  givjr  hhaa^ 
time  to  recover  his  self-possesbion  hy  oanverDOf 
first  upon  indifferent  subjects  ;  whun  having,  at 
he  thought,  acquired  a  «uf!icient  degree  of  cob* 
fidonce,  he  reminded  her  that  oltbougU  h^  u&* 
de  had  refunded  the  mooey  with  ,v(]ii/eh  ber  ^ 
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terous  forethought  had  supplied  him,  the  purse 
^If  still  remained  in  hiH  own  poftSGstdao.  He 
trew  it  from  his  pocket,  and  as  lie  restored  it 
^^to  its  owner,  again  dt'clarcd  the  fervent  grati- 
^fhude  with  which  his  heart  would  ever  be  pene^ 
Htratcd.  His  feelings  upon  this  subject  inspiring 
^Bhicn  with  a  warmth  and  tenderness  unchockcti 
~by  any  apprehensions  from  their  avowal*  his 
:clo4|uence  flowed  with  a  spontaneous  energy 
lat  fell  like  grateful  music  upon  the  ear  of  his 
iditrcss,  who  again  declared  that  she  would 
ive  bestowed  (he  same  cares  upon  any  other 
itranger,  though  she  could  not  but  feel  parti- 
tlarly  gratified  at  having  been  in  any  degree 

iseful  to  a  gentleman  whom  she who  was  so 

kear  a  neighbour,  and  the  nephew  of  the  much* 
"^pected  Mr.  Goklingham. 

You  cannot   diminish   your  claim   to   my 

ititiide/'  exclaimed   lleuben,  with  emotion  : 

but,  if  you  would   establish  it  upon  another 

lis  which   I  would  eternally  recogniic;     if 

m  would  bestow  any  value  upon  the  life  you 

lavc  preser\'ed  ; — forgive  tne,  Miss  Trevanian  ; 

^let  me,  beforehand,  implore  your  pardon,  ere  I 
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give  utterance  to  ray  presumption.  I 
not  for  worlds  offend  y«)u,  but  my  heart  m 
be  relieved ;  I  cannot  any  longer  support  tiiii 
struggle  of  my  feelings ;  my  happiness  or  mk 
aery  arc  in  your  hands.  Once  more  I  entntf 
you  to  have  compassion  upon  me»  if  I  hait 
dared  to  aspire  too  high,  but  the  confes»onm 
be  mode.  I  love  you,  Miss  Treranian,  pTN 
sumptuously  perhap; — perhaps  hopdesslj;' 
but  passionately,  fondly,  unalterably.^ 

Such  is  the  more  than  lightning  speed 
thought,  that  Helen,  who,  from  his  agitated 
ner,  and  the  very  beginning  of  bis  speeeii. 
had  anticipated  its  conclusion,  had  coojured 
in  her  mind  a  flitting  \ision  of  the  bappj 
she  might  enjoy  with  one  so  exactly  after 
own  heart;  of  the  refutation  that  their  udmb 
would  afford  to  the  insinuations  of  Ltd| 
Crockatt  and  Mrs.  Chatsworth;  and  of  dw 
assistance  that  her  own  estabhshment  in 
neigiibourhood  would  afford  in  restoring 
mother  to  society ;  but  this  beatific  visum 
but  glance  athwart  her  mind.  She  icctJfartri 
the  treachery,  the  selfishness  that  would  be  im- 
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puted  to  her  inotJve«; — she  recalled  her  duty 

to  Adeline,  and  summoning  all  ber  encrgic*  to 

appoar  calro,  and  suppress  the  heaving  <>f  lier 

y    bosom,    she  replied    in  a   low  voice,    "  J  am 

^kgratefiil,  Mr.  Apaley,  for  your  good  opinion ; 

^^flattered,  not  ofTcnded,  by  the  attachtncnt  vou 


{H.'rhap!»|   I    should  in  my   turn 


beg  pardon  for  my  freedom,  when  I  remind 
you  tliat  you  arc  young,  very  young,  full  of 
sensibility^  and  yielding,  perhaps  too  incon- 
sideratelyy  to  the  imprettions  of  the  moment. 
The  passion  which  you  now  feel  for  me,  you 
may  perhaps  at  no  remote  period  have  enter- 
tained for  another  ;  you  may  have  awakened  n 
reciprocal  tenderness  in  a  bosom  able  to  bestow 
upon  you  the  happiness  which  I  ought  not-^ 
which  I  cannot  confer.  If  such  be  the  fact» 
may  you  enjoy  every  felicity,  every  blessrog 
that  earth  can  bettow ;  and  believe  me.  Sir, 
among  the  number  of  your  wcll-wishers>  you 
will  not  have  a  warmer,  sincerer — "  Her  voice 
began  to  falter,  and  she  stopped  short,  for  fear 
of  betraying  her  emotion,  while  her  eyes  re- 
nuined  fixed  upon  the  ground,  and  the  blood 
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alternately  flushed  to  her  tact^  find  then  IcA  ii 

of  amarbly  whiteness.  '^•o— n^ijo  nij  1 
"••^  Happiness  with  tmother!***  ^iclaii^ed  Beu- 
ben  passiodalely-^^^'oh^  f  *  heinAr, '  -irfivtt-,^  nttet  I 
Good  Heftvefts  t  to  vhut  do  you  aliiidc  ?  I  han 
not  ever  bestoved  a  thought  of  love  tipGoi  any 
woman  that  breathes  except  yourself;  from  tlw; 
first  moment  I  beheld  you,  you  have  been  tbf 
only  idol  of  i»y  soul,  the  anditid^  object 
of  my  hope.  You  were  my  first  love,  and  yoa 
cQtist  be  my  last.  It  may  be  ptiestraiptioo, 
folly,  madness  to  say  so ;  but  I  spesik  under  s 
deep  and  solemn  conviction  wheu  I  dechmv,  thai 
nothing  upon  earth,  not  even  your  rejecdon  ssr! 
contempt,  can  ever  eradicate  a  passion 
clings  to  every  fibre  of  my  heart.** 

"  Oh  speak  not  of  contempt,  Mr.  Apslej, 
cried  Helen ;  "  you  will  ever  be  entitled  to  my 
respect,  my  esteem,  my— friendship ;  but  1  wiH 
be  candid,  for  our  mutual  peace  of  mind  re- 
quires it.  I  speak  not  from  the  impulse  of  the 
moment  ;  my  mind  is  unalterably  deddnl; 
circumstances  wliich  I  cannot  detail,  but  w 
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re  of  imperative  infiueuccy  compel  me  lo  state 
tat  I  can  never — never  be  vours." 
These  lost  few  words  were  uttered  in  a  low 
solemn  whisper*  her  attitude  remaining  un- 
altered,  and  her  eyes  still  continuing  fixed  upon 
the  ground :  but  not  receiving  any  answer  for  a, 
.few  seconds,  she  ventured  lo  look  up;  when  she 
»ob:ierved  that  Reuben  was  trembling  violently 
through  his  whole  frame,  his  lips  quivering  as 
made  ineffectual  efforts  to  speaks  and  his 
Face  of  a  ghastly  paleness.     At  this  spectacle* 
[1  her  resolution  and  firmness  became  necessary 
prevent  the  tide  of  tenderness  from  over- 
helming  her  heart.     Shutting  her  eyes  with 
sliudduiing   emotion,    she  exclaimed    in   an 
;itated  vmce*  **  For  God's  sake,  Mr.  Apsley, 
»mpose   yourself  ! — you  di»tress,    you  aLirm 

"  Oh,  no,  no,  no  !^  cried  Reuben,  apparently 
not  hearing  her,  and  striking  his  hand  violently 
ag<unst  his  forehead  »  "  it  can  never  be  ;  it  was 
arrogance,  pliren^y  to  dream  of  it :  but  do  not 
liate — do  not  de&pisc  mo^  Miss  Trevanian :  have 
c5 
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compassion  on  me;"^ — ^hls  voice  softaied  and 
trembled,  as  he  fidded,  **  for  indeed,  indeed  I 
nm  humbled  tt>  the  dust, — wretched— hople», 
Andy  I  trust,  broken-hearted." 

*'  You  ore  cutting  me  to  the  quick,'*  eitdaini« 
cd  Helen,  "  by  this  despairing  language:  if  jouj 
wish  to  spare  my  feelings,  I  beseech  jou,  SirJ 
to  put  some  restraint  upon  your  own.  Beb'ere 
me,  I  have  a  jwiuful  duty  to  perform:  my  heart 
is  already  too  full,  too  much  distressed,  co  bear 
the  aggravation  of  your  reproaches.'^ 

She  turned  aside,  to  hide  a  tear  that  hadj 
escaped  from  her  eye  in  spite  of  all  her  efforts 
to  restrain  it ;  and  not  daring  to  trust  herseii' 
with  a  sight  of  the  effect  it  might  produce  ujwo 
Reuben,  should  he  by  chance  have  discovered 
it,  she  walked  rapidly  from  the  room,  hurried 
to  her  own  apartment,  threw  herself  upon  Imt] 
bed,  and  wept  for  some  time  without  inl 
si  on. 

No  woman  can  refuse  the  man  of  her  beAit*    i 
and  remain  for  a  moment  deceived  as  to  the  real  I 
state  of  her  affections.     The  pang  is  too  acatr. 
the  struggle  too  dreadful,  to  allow  of  aelf-delu- 
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non.  The  whole  truth  was  now  revealed  to 
Helen  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt.  She  loved 
Reuben — she  loved  the  man  to  whom  Adeline 
had  previously  given  her  heart !  Her  fainting 
at  the  ball  she  could  now  attribute  to  its  right 
cause;  others  would  not  fail  to  assign  it  to  the 
■ame  source:  the  pride  with  which  she  had  flat- 
tered herself  that  a  strong  mind  might  rc^x*! 
and  defy  love  at  pleasure,  was  now  provc-d  to 
have  been  as  false  as  it  was  arrogant;  she  had 
forfeitetl  her  own  esteem,  she  stood  exposed  in 
the  eyes  of  others,  and  slie  gave  way  to  an  agonv 
of  grief  and  humiliating  self-reproach. 

This  first  ebullition  of  a  s])irit,  wounded  at 
once  in  its  honest  pride  and  its  tenderest  feel- 
ings, was  |)assionatw'  and  painful ;  but  her  uiin<l 
was  too  penetrating  to  allow  her  to  be  perma- 
nently unjust,  even  in  judging  herself.  AfttT 
a  short  time  slie  reflected  that  the  error  of  her 
heart  was  at  least  an  unconscious  one,  had  been 
confined  to  her  own  bosom,  and  had  in  no  re- 
spect influenced  her  actions. 

She  was  just  recovering  some  little  degree  of 
complacency  under  the  influence  of  this  review 
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of  her  conduct,  whea  Lady  Trevaniau  entered 
^e  apartment)  and  having  lon^  obfierved  a 
change  in  liuleu's  bpirits,  while  tli&  waa  aUud 
by  the  marks  uf  present  agitatioa  ia  iter  fact, 
she  sate  down  bc&ide  beXj  and  began  Lo  nuLe 
in(^uirie»  as  to  th^  cause.  Helen'^«  cnoQital  wound 
|ivas  no^only  too  fresh  and  sensitive  u>  allovc/ 
Its  btring  ^  immediately  probed,  bat  |here  bsd 
long  exibtedj  between  her  mother  and  herwlftS 
tacit  understanding  upon  certain  points  nf  s 
must  pecuHar  and  painful  delicacy.  After  ha 
return  from  her  uncle's,  many  minute  circum- 
stances,  which  would  have  escaped  tb«  obkiift* 
tion  of  anyU)ing  but  conscious  guilty  cctavinord 
her  Ladyship  that  her  daughter  had  beeu  nuuie 
fully  acquainted  with  her  intrigues  aixl  traM* 
gressions.  She  found  herself,  tlierefore,  notii^ 
frequently  in  the  most  humiliating  of  all  «• 
tuations — that  of  a  mother  who  stands  rebuk«d 
and  humbled  in  the  presence  of  her  own  child; 
and  when  the  pubUc  prints,  or  the  aciindal  of 
visitors,  turned  die  subject  upon  conjugal  iofr* 
delity,  Helen  invariably  quitted  the  ruam,  to 
spare  her  mother,  us  much  as  possible,  the  di&- 
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tress  of  knovnng  that  her  daughter  might  blush 
fbrber,  though  she  herself  had  long  conquered 
that  unpleasant  self-betrayal.  Not  only  was  she 
affectionatelj  fond  of  Helen,  but  she  respected 
ber  Tirtues,  she  was  proud  of  her  accomplish- 
ments ;  and  yet  she  hesitated  to  claim  her  con- 
fidence, because  she  was  conscious  that  her  own 
oonduct  had  not  authorised  her  to  give  advice. 
Shewas  prerented,  in  short,  from  performing  her 
duty  as  a  mother^  because  she  had  violated  it 
as  a  wife,  (an  instructive  moral  to  females!) 
and  hence  that  tacit  avoidance  of  peculiar  topics 
of  whirh  we  have  made  mention. 

Finding  therefore,  after  two  or  three  remote 
allusions  to  the  cause  of  her  depressed  spirits, 
that  Helen  declined  entering  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Lady  Trevanian  affectionately  kissed  her 
daughter,  recommended  tranquillity  and  repose^ 
and  left  the  apartment,  reflecting  with  a  heavy 
heart  upon  those  conjugal  oflences  which  had 
excluded  her  from  the  exercise  of  tlic  maternal 
privileges. 

Reuben  remained  for  some  time  utterly  over- 
vhelmed  by  the  total  and  unexpected  demoli- 
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tion  of  bis  hopes.     He  would  have  sunk 
despair,  but  that  the  very  liuke  of  the  broki 
chain  were  precious  in  his  eyes — that  he  found 
it  a  consolation  to  recall  e^*ery  look*  word,  and 
action  of  Helen ;  to  dwell  upon  her  bcauti 
her  talents,  her  virtues,  and    indulge  in  (o. 
speculations  as  to  the  possibihty  of  overeomia. 
her  objections ;  and  of  being  ultimately  blesied 
x^-ith  her  hand.     Upon  these  reverie*,  this  diet 
of  hope,  thin  and  unsubstantial  as  it  wis»  hi« 
love  not  only  contrived  to  exist,  but  to  main- 
tain its  full  force.     However  futile  mifjht  be 
the  expectations  with  which  he  fed  his  heart,  he 
found  every  day  an  inci'cased  delight  io  wi 
dering  about  the  plantations^  and  bc^eaguennj^ 
the  house  in  which  his  Helen  resided.    Every 
spot  wliich  they  had  trodden  together  bccimc 
sanctified,  every  tree  of  the  garden  and  wrindow 
of  the  house  was  hallowed  by  some  delici«» 
association  ;  and    when   the  shades  of  ermiog 
enveloped  the  mansinn,  or  its  unconscious  io* 
ma^  were  wrapi^ed  in  slee|>,  he  would  v«tcii 
about  tlie  building  with  as  much  anxious  «ibci- 
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'tude  as  a  mother  bending  orer  the  cradle  in 
which  reposes  her  only  infant. 

In  one  of  these  romantic  wanderings  he  had 
entered  the  little  arbour  which  we  have  already 
noticed  as  the  aocne  of  Adeline"!!  adventure  with 
the  ti»h-poacher,  and  as  he  reposed  upon  the 
seat  within,  and  called  from  the  trcaaury  of 
his  recollection  every  wortl  utteretl  by  Helen 
when  they  had  last  stood  gazing  upon  the 
water,  he  wrote  with  a  pencil  the  following 
lines  which  he  left  upon  the  bench  : — 

"  Afl  the  fond  birdi  throuigh  night  and  muru, 
Still  flutters  round  her  riiled  ne^t, 
And  loves  the  scene,  though  now  forlorn. 
Where  once  her  broodiof^  heart  wtu  bless'd  ; 

So  do  I  love  to  ho^-er  here, 

Wbere  dreams  of  bUsii  I  once  enjoy'd« 

And  haunt  the  Kpot,  thougli  fate  ttevere 
Has  all  my  brood  of  hope  destroy'd.^' 


Adeline^*  amazement  at  the  non-appearance 
of  her  lover  lin<l  been  not  less  vehement  than 
her  grief,  an<l  Helen  thought  it  better  to  leave 
her  in  doubt,  and  to  the  poftsibilitj  of  a  cliange 
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in  B^uben^s  afiectioas,  tbaa  to  affbrd  her  a 
solution  which  would  be  infinitely  more  painful 
than  her  present  state  of  suspeuac.  It  wu  al- 
together a  mystery  to  AdeUne,  whidi  ahe  could 
not  unriddle;  en  ailettdaiU  sbe  fdt  it  highly 
expedient  to  a&sume  all  the  airs  of  e  fodom 
and  deserted  doni&eL  Although  her  gnef»  like 
every  thing  else  she  did,  waa  overacied,  her 
pride  was  really  piqued  at  tliis  suddeo  and  un- 
accountable desertion,  and  slie  was  inortitifld 
beyond  measure,  that  with  all  her  inquiiies  die 
could  not  discover  any  plausible  pretext  for  >o 
strange  a  mutability  of  purpose. 

It  WHS  in  one  of  these  disappointed  moods  that 
she  entered  the  little  arbour  on  the  moruing  after 
It  had  been  visited  by  Reuben,  and  peru^  ihn 
scrap  of  poetry  he  had  left  upon  the  bench.  N<>> 
tiling  could  exceed  her  transport  at  thi^  fortu- 
nate discovery;  slie  kisscil  the  paper  the  proper 
number  o£  times,  and  with  ihe  due  quantum  of 
ecstasy  prescribeil  in  all  sucli  cases  by  the  jaf>fi 
approved  romance-writers,  and  was  .ready,  tOi 
cry  when  she  had  done,    at    finding    she  had. 
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rubbed  out  two  whc^e  words  and  a  bit  of  a 
tfanrd  with  h«r  mouth.  Fortunately  she  was 
enabied  to  restore  them  from  the  context ;  and 
that  so  precious  a  memorial  might  not  be  ex- 
posed to  nmilar  accidents,  or  its  characters  be 
entrusted  to  so  delible  a  material  as  black  lead, 
■he  sat  down  instantly  and  learnt  the  whole  by 
heart,  resolving  to  preserve  the  original  with 
the  most  pious  care  as  a  sacred  and  invaluable 
rdic.  As  to  any  doubt  of  the  verses  being 
intended  for  herself,  such  an  idea  never  entered 
into  her  contemplations  ;  and  her  passion,  which 
was  rapidly  beginning  to  cool,  in  spite  of  all 
her  artificial  stimulants  and  affected  despair, 
and  which  without  some  prompt  refreshment 
would  probably  have  soon  died  of  inanition, 
received  an  impulse  from  this  poetic  cordial, 
which  instantly  restored  it  to  its  pristine  anima^ 
tion  and  vigour.  It  ivas  now  obvious  that  he 
was  not  a  voluntary  exile  from  the  house ;  what 
oould  have  destroyed  the  hopes  of  his  heart — 
what  was  the  severe  fate  to  which  he  alluded, 
but  the  tyranny  of  her  mother,  who  had  mani- 


feslly  rejected  bis  suit,  and   driven   hir 
Ilarpfidun  Hall,  witliout  even  deigning  to  cod- 
sult  her  upon  the  subject. 

One  imniediate  object  now  occupied  aO  ha 
attention,  and  every  faculty  was  put  in  n?quis-< 
tion  for  its  Batlsfactory  accomplishTnent.  It  w 
absolutely  nftcessm*y  to  return  some  appro- 
priate  answer  to  this  most  touching  appeal;  h< 
undeceive  him  as  to  the  real  state  of  her  a£<et- 
tions;  to  enrouraf^e  him  to  continue  tbi^  de- 
lightful mode  of  communication  which  laigbt 
ultimately  enable  them  to  triumph  over  tbe  mi- 
lice  of  all  their  enemies,  and  ensu  re  that  ecsU- 
tic  ineffable  felicity — the  union  of  sympathizin; 
hearts.  It  was  a  circumstance  not  less  morti- 
fying to  her  than  inexplicable,  considering  tlm 
resemblance  which  she  flattered  herself  ritfa 
possessing,  in  other  respects,  to  the  most  ap- 
proved heroines  of  romance,  that  the  Gods  had 
not  made  her  poetical :  after  repeated  efforts  she 
had  l>een  compi'lltxl  to  abandon  every  hope  <»f 
replying  to  him  in  his  own  strain,  and  as  shf 
held  it  essential  that  the  response  should  at  all 
events  be  in  verse,  she  betook  herself  to  brr 
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Stores  of  French  in  order  to  make  some  appro- 
priate selection  for  the  purpose.  This  she  was 
not  long  in  finding,  and  the  next  difficulty  was 
as  to  the  most  original,  ingenious,  and  capti- 
vating mode  of  evincing  her  superior  taste  in 
the  manner  of  its  conveyance,  a  question  of  not 
▼eiy  easy  solution.  She  recoUectetl,  however, 
that  hy  great  good  luck  she  had  preserved  a 
little  white  wreath  of  the  Immortelle  or  ever- 
lasting flower  given  to  her  by  her  French  go- 
verness, to  which  she  attaelied  the  following 
appropriate  device,  cut  out  of  gold  paper  with 
great  neatness,  "  like  my  love.^ 

Lest  this  most  original  and  happy  conceit 
should  not  be  deemed  sufficiently  explicit,  she 
wrote  upon  a  sliect  of  valentine  pa|)er,  stamped 
round  with  hearts,  darts,  and  Cupids,  these  lines : 

"  Que  venx  tu  que  je  te  donne. 
Poor  boaquet  en  ^e  moment  ? 
Si  j'armi  tine  counmne, 
Je  t'en  feroiii  Ic  present. 

Mon  embarras  ettt  extrlme. 

Car  je  ne  possede  rion  ; 
£t  t*offir  un  cocur  qui  t'aime, 

C'est  te  ledonner  ton  bien." 
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Towarth  the  close  of  evening  the  garljuKl  and 
the  sheet  of  paper  were  carefully  deposited 
upon  the  bench  in  the  little  arbour ;  and  A6c- 
Une,  planting  herself  at  a  window  which  coro- 
mandcd  tlie  spot,  fixed  her  eye  upon  the  shrine 
which  contained  her  offering  with  as  tnteose 
an  interest  as  a  fowler  watches  his  decoy  bird, 
or  the  trap  which  he  has  so  cunningly  coDtnred 
to  secure  his  prey. 

Nighty  however^  began  to  collect  her  shades 
around  the  house  and  plantations,  and  to  sober 
down  into  a  darker  hue  the  light  that  had 
been  gleaming  over  the  little  lake,  without  her 
piercinj^  glance  having  been   rewarded  by  the 
sight  of  anything  in  tlie  shape  of  her   knvr 
At  length  a  sound,  as  of  a  flute,  met  her  ds 
lighted  ear,  and  not  doubting  that  it  wa»  thff 
agnal  of  her  Arcadius,  although  she  could  (tit- 
cover  nothing  moving  upon  the  premises,  iht 
waved  a  white  pocket  handkerchief  from  the 
window  as  a  recognition  of  her  having  heard 
the  sound,  in  case  he  should   have  come  db- 
guised  as  a  minstrel  to  serenade  her.    At  t2w 
same  moment  she  saw  a  man  steal  from  scJutDp 


REUBEN   APSLEV.  45 

€i  trees,  approach  near  to  the  house,  and  again 
conceal  himself.  After  having  waited  a  little 
wbile  in  anxious  expectation  of  hearing  the 
tinkling  prelude  of  a  guitar,  but  M-ithout  any 
ipterruption  of  the  silence,  it  occurred  to  her 
t^t  Beuben  had  probably  soineini|K)rtant  com- 
muiacatioD  to  make  to  her,  and  wns  Maiting  a 
lafe  opportunity  of  imparting  it  without  being 
overheard  by  any  of  the  family. 

Although  Juliet  thought  fit  to  carry  on  her 
secret  colloquies  with  her  lover  from  a  balcony 
on  the  first  floor,  and  she  would  have  wished  as 
nearly  as  ]K>ssible  to  have  enacted  the  same  scene 
in  a  similar  manner  with  her  own  Arcadius,  yet 
as  he  seemed  to  decline  tliis  mode  of  })ar1ey,  and 
she  could  not  deny  that  aground  floor  was  much 
more  convenient  for  the  purp>se,  she  descended 
to  the  housekeeper's  room,  which  was  upon  a 
level  with  the  lawn,  and,  softly  0]>ening  the  win- 
dow, looked  anxiously  out.  Before  she  could 
withdraw  her  head,  she  felt  herself  suddenly 
and  rudely  embraced  by  a  powerful  arm,  while 
repeated  kisses  were  implanted  upon  her  face 
from  a  mouth  smelling  strongly,  and  in  about 
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equal  proportions,  of  beer,  Nantz,  and  tobacca 
As   she   screamed  and    struggled    to  extricai 
herself,  the  hoarse  voice  of  a  half-drunken  mm 
exclaimed,  *"Swounda!  Gibson,  what  arc 
squeaking  about?     That  affair  with  Sally  of 
Cricketers  is  quite  done  with,  and  you  and  I  an 
all  one  as  married,  you  know."     Adcline^'s  ad- 
ditional struggles  at  these  words  enabling  bet 
to  make  her  escape,  she  ran  shrieking  up  dtain; 
and  the  ravisher  of  the  kisses,  finding  he 
mistaken  in  his  mistress,  so  far  iniitated  her 
ample  as  to  take  to  his  heels  with  as  much  spei 
as  liis  intoxication  would  allow. 

Tins  energetic  and  unceremonious  love^maki 
was  no  other  tlian  Sir  Carroll  Crockatt's  groooi 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  occasional  am< 
interviews  with  Gibson  the  maid,  at  the  H 
keeper^s  window,  and  of  announcing  bis  pi* 
sence  by  blowing  two  or  three  notes  upon 
sixpenny  pipe.  Having  been  rather  too  free 
his  |X)tations  on  the  night  in  question,  he  « 
neither  able  to  distinguish  very  accurately 
features  of  his  mistress,  nor  dis{>osed  to  he  ; 
ticularly  refined  and  squeamish  in  the  expressiai 
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of  his  attachment.  Adeline^s  screams,  however, 
had  so  far  brought  htm  tu  his  senses,  that  he 
reeled  off  the  premises  in  that  sort  of  serpentine 
line  usually  assumed  by  gentlemen  and  grooms 
m  his  drcumstances,  and  which  was  quite  direct 
.  enough  for  his  purposes,  unce  it  conducted  him, 
to  use  his  own  phraseology,  "  right  strait  back 
again  to  the  Half-moon,  to  finish  t'other  pint 
with  Jem  Mumford." 


*<  Bat  he  was  fbule,  iU-tavoured,  nnA  g^Ot 
Cnder  his  eyebrows  lookittg  still  wctuMv; 
And  ever  sm  Di&««mblance  liiught  on  him. 

He  lower*d  i»n  her  with  tlnngcnyos  v}i  ^nw; 
Showing  his  nature  in  his  countcoanoe.* 

SrKSin. 

Had   Adeline   been    stirring    witJi  the  liA] 
next  morning,  she  might  have  enjoyed  the 
ti&faction  of  which  she  was  so   discourt< 
deprived  on  the  preceding  evcrdng ;  for 
in  the  restlessness  of  his  mind,  left  his  bed 
daybreaks  to  nrander  around   the  residence 
her  who   hod    occupied    his    thoughts  dnHoff' 
great  part  of  the  night.     On  visiting  t}ie  arl 
to  aee  whether  hia   little   poetical    impnnnpti 
were  witlidrawn,  he  pounced  upon  the 
and  inscription  with  a  flutter  of  the  he«rt, 


MUmktj  of   expectatkm,  only  to  be  equalled 
shf  lut  diMppointment  when  he  aacertained  its 
it^lffn.    The    hand-writingy    the   foreign  lan- 
r^iMlge,  but  abore  all,  the  fantastical  device,  and 
<di*lul8oine  aentinients  of  the  address,  were  all 
^Wndentlj  Adeline** ;  and  though  this  discovery 
tffpm  him  some  clue  to  Helenas  allusions  in  their 
jBterriev,  he  was  still  utterly  at  a  loss  to  know 
hoir  her  sister  could  have  any  clunis  upon  one 
,iriio  had  not  only  stadiously  abstained  from 
-.ttvary  mention  of  love,  but  had  conducted  him- 
«cftf  towards  her,  in  all  their  late  intercourse, 
•with  an  intentional  distance  and  reserve.     Since, 
jaoirever,  he  had  most  unaccountably  awakened 
!tkb  feding,  it  was  manifestly  his  duty  to  avoid 
^everything  that  might  be  misconstrued  into  its 
.«pcoiiragement : — as  it  was  obvious,  that  the 
fHirport  of  his  lines  had  been  completely  mi;^ 
.tri^en,  uid   presumed  to  be  addressed  to  one 
itfatrr  when  they  were  meant  for  another,  he  felt 
4ike  iKTopriety  of  discontinuing  altogether  his 
jCiutonuu7  rambles  about  the  house. 
.  .  The  desire  of  making  a  voyage  to  India  for 
jjtbe  purpose  of  exploring  the  fate  of  his  lost 
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parents,  a  wish  which  had  always  been  d< 

rooted   in  his   soul,   whidi    had    be^  held 

abeyance,  though  never  eradicated,  during 

struggles  for  the  preservation   of  hxa  life, 

the  absorbing  influence  of  his  passion  for 

iK>w  revived  with  a  redoubled   force,  and 

embraced  with  all  the  eagerness  of  a 

temperament.     Ue  was  now  nearly  of  age, 

fortune,  limited  as  it  might  be,  waa  quite 

petent    to   his    projected  purpose,  and  he 

himself  at  the  same  time  called  to  India  hj 

awakened  voice  of  filial  duty ;  and  anxious 

escape  from  a  country  which  the   ciisa] 

ment   of  all   his    public  hopes,    and   tbe 

remptorj  rejection  of  his  suit  by  Helen,  had 

rendered  a  cheerless  and  unattractive  residcDO& 

Prompt,  not  to  say  hasty,  in  all  his  resolutiooiv 

he   sought   an   immediate    interview   with   ]» 

uncle ;  stated  his  intentions,  and  requested  hb 

counsel  ns  to  the  most  advisable  mode  of  piP- 

(-ecding,  and  the  preliminary  measures  that 

jnight  be  necessary  to  adopt. 

"  Preliminary  measures  r   exclaimed  Gold^J 
ingham,   bringing  his   large   eyes   close  to  liiij 
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nephew,  and  staring  with  astonishment.  "Why, 
my  poor  boy,  the  most  appropriate  would 
be  to  get  your  head  shaved,  and  prividc  your- 
self with  a  strait-waistcoat;  for  a  more  mad- 
bnincd  project  than  this,  a  more  idle  wild- 
goose  chase  never  entered  into  a  human  noddle. 
What!  do  you  mean  to  mount  upon  n  Hhi- 
noceros,  like  my  Lord  Ke.^]>cr  Guilford,  or 
across  a  broomsticlc  like  a  witch,  and  so  ride  to 
the  moon,  or  set  yourself  on   horsehnck  like 

■  beggar,  and  ride  to .    Adod  !   U;nihen, 

you  remind  me  of  your  poor  father,  for  lie  had 
always  some  wild  scheme  in  \v.  p.?te.  I  useil 
to  tell  him  that  he  caught  them  from  the  cra/y 
poets  that  he  sometimes  had  to  dine  M-ith  liim ; 
the  three  Ds,  as  he  calU-d  them,  Dryden,  Da- 
Tenant,  and  Durfey,  who  always  turned  his 
head  for  a  week  afterwards,  and  set  him  ujxm 
scribbling  bad  poetry  when  he  o;i;Tht  to  Iiuvo 
been  posting  his  ledger,  or  writhig  letters  to 
hifl  correspondents  in  India.'" 

"  I  came  not  to  hear  my  father  ridiculed," 
said  Reuben,  gravely,  *'  hut  to  intront — ^' 

**  Right  boy,  right;  we  can^t  all  be  shrewd. 
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steady,  thriving  men  of  business ;  though  if  l» 
had  followed  my  example  and  adxace — Hem  I 
I  never  like  to  brag  of  my  own  success;  ( 
he  alip]>ed  a  bit  of  sugar  into  his  mouth,) 
aa  to  your  parent^;,  Reuben,  and  your 
sister  Agnes,  they  are  all  dead  and  gone 
swallowed  up  years  ago  by  the  sea,  fou 
in  the  great  storm  that  destroyed  the  t 
other  Indiamen.  It  is  a  sad  thing  to  think 
and  I  am  sure  1  took  it  to  heart  at  the  timt?  »* 
much  as  any  body,  but  it  is  no  use  repining  fw 
ever.  I  might  as  well  ask  the  Exchequer  to 
restore  me  the  money  it  took  from  me  b  tk 
bankrupt  year  seventy-two,  as  the  »ea  to  gi« 
up  the  bodies  that  it  swallowed  so  long  sance.' 

"  Bui  there  is  no  certainty  of  this;  it  h 
known  that  the  vessel  was  to  touch  at  one  of 
the  Islands  of  the  Indian  ocean ;  she  might  hatr 
been  wrecked  there ;  ihey  may  be  still  dwelTia^ 
on  some  part  of  the  coast,  unable  to  procure  i 
conveyance  to  Europe,  and  the  last  hope  thil 
a  dutiful  son  should  abandon — ^ 

"  Tut,  boy,  tut  !  you  are  mi/  son   now,  utl 
ii^s  your  duty  therefore  to  do  as  I  bid  3*ou." 
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**  I  acknowlcilgc  your  kindness,  Sir,  with 
£^titude,  but  not  to  the  forgetting  of  my  na- 
tural {)arcnts.  I  have  ever  felt  a  deep  and 
solemn  conviction  that  I  am  destined  in  sonK' 
way  to  discover  their  fate—'' 

"  Zooks  !  Sir,  you  have  alrcatly  very  nearly 
destined  yourself  to  a  halter  by  following  your 
deep  and  solemn  convictions  in  this  foolish  affair 
of  the  Birmingham  Prince,  who  was  fitter  tc» 
carry  a  fooFs  trunchetm  than  a  general's,  and 
oould  have  better  become  a  cap  and  bells  than 
a  crown  and  sceptre.  It  has  cost  you  a  thou- 
sand pounds  already  to  draw  your  neck  out  of 
that  noose,  and  you  would  waste  the  remainder 
of  your  little  patrimony  in  running  about  the 
world,  like  Tom  O'Bedlam,  looking  for  an  uni- 
oom''s  egg^  If  you  want  to  sit  down  by  tht* 
sea-side  and  cry  for  the  moon,  you  may  do  so 
bere,  as  well  as  in  the  Indian  ocean.'" 

'*  Telcniachus  had  no  certain  guide  when  he 
went  in  search  of  his  father  Ulysses,"  observed 
Reuben.  "  I  may  be  as  successful  as  he  was* 
and  I  feel  a  confidence — " 

*^  So  much  the   worse,  boy,  so  much   the 
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worse.  The  btind  bossift^  tiiat  ruin  thaik' 
selves  in  tteftrubiog  for  the  PliUo^oplMr'ft  StaBe. 
and  Ihe  Elkir  Vitic  feel  u.  ooofideDcc.  Yon 
Ruiy  play  the  fool  -Vihen  you  come  to  yean  d 
discretion^  for  iiobodf  can  hinder  yon,  bat 
must  not  looV(  <o  me  fcA*  either  advice  or 
ance,  if  you  want  to  setid  your  wits  a 
gathering."^  So  daying  he  took  hiniBclf  off  a 
dudgeon,  leaving  Reuben  vexedt  to  tlie  tiMn 
at  having  offciuli'd  him,  but  not  th* 
movobly  resoh-^^l  to  carry  his  settled 
into  execution,  the  moment  he  should 
pofisessioii  of  the  means  vrhidi  were  indiipifr 
sably  necessary  for  the  prcliminjiry  arran|gv- 
tnents.  Ln  this  respect  the  la^r  w^uld  mm 
Ratify  ]iis  wishes ;  and  consoling  himself  lor  Mi 
imcle*s  dippWasurc  by  the  conviction  ilnU 
was  fujtilling  the  more  imperative  dtity  d»» 
his  parents,  he  determined  to  bear  his  Mmwc 
with  as  much  patience  as  he  mi^^i,  until  he 
should  attain  the  age  of  twenty^^ne,  and  tkf> 
bid  adieu  to  England,  perhaps  for  ever 

A  drcumstance  which  occurred  at  this 
tended  in  some  degree  to  relieve  his  nielanchol 
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fcj  withdrawing  his  thouglits  from  the  exclunve 
contemplation  of  his  own  disappointments.  A 
letter  was  reoavcd  from  Basil,  Goldingham's 
other  nephew,  whom  we  have  already  slightly 
Buntioned  as  being  a  pupil  to  Sir  Godfrey 
JLa^t  in  London,  stating  his  having  been  at 
the  very  point  of  death,  and  requesting  to  sec 
citlier  Reuben  or  his  uncle  inunediately,  as  his 
iUte  was  etiU  deemed  very  precarious.  When 
they  had  been  swimming  together  as  boys, 
Reuben  had  once  saved  his  cousin''s  life,  from 
which  period,  different  as  were  their  characters 
and  temperaments  in  every  respect,  a  friendship 
had  sprung  up  between  them,  consisting,  on 
Beuben^s  part,  of  that  sort  of  attachment  which 
we  always  feel  fur  those  on  whom  we  have 
heaped  favours;  and  on  BaaFs,  of  the  grati- 
tude and  natural  dependance  engendered  by 
benefits  received,  and  a  conscious  sense  of  in- 
fezioriiy.  The  latter,  as  we  have  already  in- 
timated, was  a  dull,  lethor^^c  phlegmatic  youth, 
of  narrow  intellects,  and  a  morose,  melancholy 
disposition,  affecting  solitude  and  gloom  to  a 
degree  which  in  one  so  young  might  be  con- 
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ddered  as  indicating  a  morbid  state  of  the  mind. 
All  his  faculties  wrre  obtuae  and  adugguh,  n 
if  they  had  not  received  their  full  developemeu. 
Frigid,  and  inert,  however,  as  were  his  fecliiigi 
in  general,  his  gratitude  towards  Reaben  seemed 
to  be  keenly  |K'rccived,  and  was  expressed  tf 
times  with  an  animation  tliat  burst  from  fans 
like  a  gleam  of  lightn'mg  from  a  dark  and  lurid^ 
cloudi  but  which  gcnerallj  left  his  mimi  hiI 
nequently  immersed  in  a  still  denser  gloom 
depression. 

The  scabbard  fitted  the  sword:  his 
was  such  as  might  have  been  expected  from  l! 
spirit  that  tenanted  it.  The  very  fibre  of  hi* 
skin  was  coarse  and  inferior:  his  thick  dark 
hair  was  of  too  tough  a  texture  to  curl; 
graceful  mouldings  or  delicate  contours 
visible  in  his  clownish  figure,  which  Natui 
seemed  to  have  left  in  an  unfinished,  thouj 
not  imperfect  state.  His  features  werv  not 
sitivoly  bad,  but  they  lK>re  a  general  iropres 
of  coarseness,  vulgarity,  and  sluggishness,  moR 
displeasing  than  absolute  ugliness.  His 
were  deep-set   and  dark,  and  their  es] 
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iSke  that  of  lib  whole  atrabalarious  countonance, 
was  dull,  sonibru,  uid  )o\rering ;  while  li»  f^\ 
and  address  *ere  equally  slovenly,  't  l»«rl  t-ji 
»t>l!baaghlGoklingluim  had  Uone  \m  duty  by 
orphaa-nephew,  in  educating,  Aupportfn^rt 
tmdlprmg  a  handsome  premium  to  place  him 
with  Sir  Godfrey,  tliat  be  might  cultirate  the 
only  art  for  which  he  had  ever  shown  the  Annl- 
est  capacity  or  inclination,  he  had  never  liked 
him,  and  he  therefore  willingly  accepted  Reu- 
n's  offer  to  go  to  London  in  compliance  with 
the  request  conreyed  In  the  letter.     Upon  hin 
armid  in  the  n»etPopnIi«,  Reuben    nursed,  al- 
od,  and  amusod   the  invalid  with  the  moftt 
onate  assiduiCy,  ^vin;?  him  his  medicim^ 
with  hifl  own  hands  reading  to  him  fiuch  divert- 
ng  hookf)  a»  were  \x*$t  calculated  to  make  hini 
btget  tho  eohiii  of  his  confinement,  discourfting 
upon  his  art,  and  ministering  so  effectually  to 
ia-reoofery,  that  the  grateful  convalescent  de- 
clared himself  indebted  to  him  a  second  rime 
for  hh  life,     ll  was  Reuben's  anxious  wiah  to 
vey  hJm  as  soon  as  possible  into  Dorsetshire, 
a  he  was  heretical  enough  to  reckon  country 
d5 
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air  and  iranquilltty  better  restoratives  ibao  aaj 
IbAt  could  be  supplied  from  the  Materia  Me- 
ditra,  but  sicveral  ireeks  elapaed  ere  his  phynciao 
tonaitlered  him  sufficJeriUy  recovered  to  unAa- 
take  the  jouruey.  During  ^is  time,  thrn*A)R, 
he  h>tniUTied  the  cunstant  inmate  of  a  sack  rodo, 
lavisliin^  every  species  of  kindness  upon  his 
patient,  althouf^h  he  lon^^  with  his  whole  heart 
for  the  hour  that  should  take  him  ODce  more  lu 
scenes  that  Helen  had  embelHshed  atid  ei>dearal 
'to  his  memory,  ere  he  bade  a  iina]  adieu  lo 
Jicr^  to  England,  and  perhaps  to  ha^ipiness.  Ai 
length,  it  was  pronounced  that  the  patieot 
knight  safely  travel,  w)ien  Reubcu  had  lit 
long-desired  pleasure  of  revisiting  Golding- 
ham  Place,  of  presenting  Basil  to  his  unck, 
nearly  re-established  in  his  health,  and  not  so 
much  altered  in  ap{>caranoe  as  might  have  Ijoeo 
'expected  from  tlic  alarming  oature  and  loo| 
duration  of  his  illne&s. 

Though  Adeline  remained  persuaded  afW 
the  departure  of  her  imagined  lover  to  Londoc. 
that  he  vms  concealed  fiomewherc  about  the 
grounds,  and  continued  every  evening  stAring 
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out  of  her  own  window,  mistaking  the  trunk  of 
each  tree  for  a  man,  and  the  whistle  of  every 
Uackhird  for  a  flute,  she  stood  so  far  in  awe  of 
Sir  CarroU''s  groom  as  never  to  reviut  the  house- 
keeper's i^MTtment.  All  her  vigila  and  listen- 
ings were,  however,  doomed  to  be  disappointed. 
Through  the  servants  at  Goldingham  Place, 
those  infallible  communicants  oi  all  things  that 
happen,  and  of  many  that  do  not,  in  every  pri- 
Tate  family,  she  had  learnt  that  Mr.  Reuben 
waa  gone  to  London  to  visit  a  sick  friend,  and 
that  his  return  was  uncertain.  "  Eh,  par  ex- 
emple  P*  exclaimed  Adeline,  indignantly :  **  who 
would  go  to  see  a  sick  friend  when  he  might 
enjoy  the  society  of  a  mistress  in  good  health  ? 
So  immediately,  too,  after  receiving  my  gar. 
land,  for  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  his  having 
taken  it  away  !  Ah^  le  volage  P*  And  she  pro- 
ceeded to  shower  upon  him  all  those  terms  of 
endearing  abuse  in  which  the  French  language 
is  so  prolific.  He  was  "  un  aimable  icclerat^un 
roue  char  ma  nt — un  fripon  delicieuxP*  and  half- 
a-dozen  other  terms  of  equivalent  import,  at  the 
conclusion  of  which  she  heaved  a  woful  sigh,  and 
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went  to  commuQicate  to  Helen  the  iatelTtgeaot 
she  had  learnt  uf  his  jouraey  to  Loadoa. 

On  her  way  she  encountered  her  mother  with 
a  letter  in  her  hand,  which  she  informed  her  wm 
from  her  aunt,  Lady  Barbara  De  V*ala.ncey,  in- 
viting citlier  of  her  nieces  to  spend  two  or  thm 
months  witli  her  in  London  during  the  eetsoiL 
Lady  Trcvauian  stated  that  she  had  alread? 
shown  it  to  Helen,  who  preferred  remaining  in 
the  country,  so  timt  if  Adeline  chose  to  accept 
tlie  invitation  she  might  make  immediate  prt> 
parations  for  her  departure.  Nothing  could 
possibly  have  been  proposed  to  her  more  d^igbt- 
ful  or  more  apropos.  She  abhorred  the  countjv; 
she  doated  upon  London,  where  she  would  be 
sure  of  meeting  the  voAzge*  her  still  dear  A> 
cadius,  who  was  staying  there  for  an  indednite 
period  ;  and  if  not,  there  were  a  thousaod 
beaux  and  gallants  in  the  metropolis  ;  and  Ij^j 
Barbara  gave  concerts  and  balls,  where  there 
were  always  plenty  of  military  officers ;  aj:id  pro- 
bably she  would  take  her  to  Court  **  Ehf  tfutl 
boiiheur  I  queUeJoie  !  que  je  suit  contenie  !^  sjie 
exclaimed,  and  forgetting  the  character  of  a 
forlorn  deserted   damsel  which  she  had    lately 
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min^,    the  clapf»ed  her  hands,   and 

sailed  about  the  room,  aiid  began  to  practice 
b«for«  a  mirror  her  mem  tailing  airs  and  {graces, 
ance  tbene  waH  at  len^^  a  chance  of  her  soon 
having  a  proper  field  for  lljcir  display.  All  was 
now  Imtant  buatk  and  preparation,  for  whenever 
a  new  obji»ct  wan  presented  to  her  volatile  mind, 
4%e  WM  in  a  pei-pctual  flutter  of  impatience  until 
it  could  be  attained.  A  grateful  acceplanot;  of 
tho  invitation  wan  written  to  her  aunt ;  clothes 
and  jewels  were  hastily  pactked ;  arrangements 
•were  made  for  renewing  her  wardrobe  in  LorJ* 
don;  Gibson,  tho  maid,  promoted  to  the  vacant 
place  of  Gmce  Wardrop,  who  had  retired  to 
the  farm,  accompanied  her  in  the  carnage,  two 
men-servants  formed  the  escort,  and  in  due  time 
slie  was  set  down  at  Lady  Uarl>ara^8  door,  in 
PolUmall. 

Of  course,  fthe  had  pledged  herself  to  kuep  up 
a  regular  corresjKMulence  with  Helen,  but  as  her 
first  letters  were  pretty  mucb  contined  to  the 
expression  of  her  rapture  at  the  gaieties  of  dear 
delightful  London,  with  a  description  of  thtf 
difierent  parties  at  which  she  had  l»een,  and  a 
full,  true,  and  particular  account  of  tlie  dresses 
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she  had  most  adixured,  we  hare  not  thougfat 
them  worthy  of  preaervatioo.  The}*  contBioed 
no  intelligence  interesting  to  our  readersy  exctpt 
that  she  had  never  encountered  ]ier  ruBavay 
Arcadius,  and  that  she  had  often  seen  Capuio 
Gahagan,  wlio  was  now  with  the  camp  vhidi 
was  forming  at  Huimbluw,  paid  her  a  foj 
marked  attention  upon  all  occasions,  waaicallr 
a  moBt  cliarming  nian^  and  wore  the  moat  biii* 
liant  and  becoming  drce^uniform  ahc  had  ever 
beheld.  In  every  suoccding  letter  Helen  thougjbt 
she  could  uncHjuivoeally  perceive  that  the 
amusements,  sights,  and  fcbtivitios  in  which  dM 
was  participating,  together  witli  tlie  contioucd 
want  of  intelligence  respecting  Ueuben,  wen 
rapidly  oblitcrnting  the  impression  he  had  wah 
upon  lier  heart,  and  which,  frivolous  as  berck^ 
racter  might  be,  she  had  imagined  to  be  of  i 
much  deeper  and  more  durable  nature.  R^ 
joiced  as  she  was  at  this  discovery  from  her  re- 
gard for  Adrline''s  happiness,  and  her  increasii)^ 
conviction  that  Reuben  had  no  intention  of  jus- 
tifying the  hopes  he  had  awakened,  she  could  not 
at  all  comprehend  how  her  sister  could  subdue 
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or  forget  a  passion  which  she  herself,  with  every 
possible  wish  and  motive  for  its  extinction, 
eoukl  not  smother,  without  a  mental  struggle, 
the  violence  of  which  was  attested  to  her  own  ob- 
servation by  its  effects  upon  her  bodily  healtli. 
Every  body,  indeed,  noticed  her  altered  looks; 
and  her  mother  frequently  quentioned  her  upon 
the  subject,  but  she  avoided  the  inquiry  with 
a  feeling  of  distress  and  impatience,  rendered 
more  remarkable  by  her  usual  placid  amiability, 
resolutely  refusing  all  me<lical  advice,  and  fre- 
quently escaping  to  her  own  room  that  she 
might  unobserved  give  vent  to  her  tears. 

Had  she  been  in  a  more  cheerful  mood  she 
might  not  have  been  altogether  unamused  at 
the  following  letter  w^hich  she  received  one  day 
from  Adeline : — 


Pall-Mall,  Tuesday. 


"  MT    DEAR   IIKLKX, 


"  You  desire  me  particularly  to  state  whether 
I  have  seen  him;  but  really  one  has  so  many 
adorers  in  this  charming  London,  that  you  must 
be    more   specific    in    your    inquiries,   tliough 
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Heaven  kuows  you  arc  gimerally  precise  enougb 
in  every  thing.  If  you  mean  my  Arcadiui,  I 
answer  ^C5, — mais  attends  !  ajin  queje  ne  iefatse 
pa^  un  poision  tPAvrtl — know^  tbat  it  was  onljf 
ID  a  dream.  A  hornd  hell  woke  me  out  of  one 
of  the  most  interestiug  conversations  with  him 
^imaginable^  and  I  had  notlting  left  but  to  ex- 
claim— 


Ueuretuc  qui  peut  long  tema  rerer, 
£a  vain  le  sommeU  te  prolonge, 

Dn  prompt  reveil  vient  t'ejilever, 
HeUa  1  Uooheur,  tu  n'es  qu'un  eongCb' 


"  In  no  other  way  have  I  stumbled  upon  mj 
inconstant.  And  you  tell  me  he  has  made  oo 
inquiries,  forwarded  no  communications  it 
home.  Ainfi  soilMf  M«y  I  die  *  Helen,  if  I 
will  break  my  heart,  susceptible,  sensitive,  tir- 
mulously  tender  as  it  is,  for  a  fickle,  perfidkna 
— Eh  /  le  volage  ,' 

*'  Wednesdcuf—l  had  written  thus  far  ye«l«fr 
day,  my  dear  Helen,  but  was  obliged  to  brvak 
o^',  OS  we  went  to  the  play  to  see  my  dear  Dry- 
den"*  'All  for  I#ove,or  the  World  well  Lost'— 


t 


Hdpho  !  was  there  cvora  tnort  attractive  title? 
Booth,  the  nohle-UxArng  Booth,  acted  AntoDy  ; 
Uie  Cleopatra  was  tljc  graceful,  the  majestic, 
tlie  harmonious  OldHeld  ;  and  to  you  who  ktww 
the  trembling  scnuhility  of  tny  soul,  I  need 
not  point  otit  th«  striking  {larallel  that  many 
paMftg^  presented  to  my  own  situation,  and 
intense  interest  with  which  all  niy  feelings 
kust  have  been  abandoned  to  tiic  illusion  of 
10  scene.  Htlat!  fatitM  toujours  gemir  (U 
tendresse?  f'raimeiii^  I  believe  I  should 
tve  fainted  away,  but  that  just  as  Antony 
ros  about  to  fall  upon  his  sword,  my  eyes 
icountcred  those  of  a  fine,  dark,  militory- 
iking  man  in  an  adjoining  box,  wlio  was  con- 
^mplating  me  with  an  earnest  and  fixed  atten* 
m.  You,  I  know,  ridicule,  flout  the  very  idea 
love  at  first  sight ;  but,  my  dearest  Helen, 
>u  who  are  neither  to  be  laughed  nor  frowned 
It  of  your  own  convictions,  will  you  not  ac- 
lowledge  that  a  whole  a*ra  of  impression»|  a 
rbolc  futurity  of  feeling,  may  be  concentrated 
a  single  glance.  Oh  I  the  language  of  the 
I  Dot  compounded  of  letters,  but  every 
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look  is  a  speech,  a  book,  a  history,  and  I 
not  help  reading  in  those  of  the  stranger  as 
tinct  a  declaration  of  love  as  if  he  had  kseh  «l 
my  feet,  and  made  a  formal  demand  of  my  band 
Tu  risy  mechante,  mats  unjour  tu  saurm  !  Cip 
tain  Galiagan  was  in  the  house,  and  I  presemlr 
discovered  that  he  had  noticed  his  rude  stare; 
for  he  left  Ins  place,  and  seated  himself  betvwft 
me  and  the  stranger,  as  if  for  the  parpoie  d 
protecting  me  should  liis  infatuation  lead  tum 
to  any  ruder  manifestation  of  his  homage.  Fea 
as  were  the  glimpses  I  ventured  to  obtain  of 
him*  I  ascertained  that  he  was  a  pGrsooafpe  of 
military  aspect,  and  what  I  should  cdl  altog^ 
ther  an  original-looking  man.  You  knov  bo« 
I  doat  upon  originahty  I 

^'  Well,  my  dear  Helen,  we  withdrew  aa  mA 
as  the  tragedy  was  over.  Captain  Gahagan  w 
in  ftttandance  to  protect  me  to  the  carriage;  iBtl 
though  I  have  no  doubt  the  stranger  was  <t' 
tioned  somewhere  to  intercept  us,  or  at  JcbhIW 
steal  a  passionate  gaze  at  me  as  we  |MhL 
it  so  haj^ncd  that  I  saw  him  no  morv>aiiJ 
we   reached  home  without  accident.     * Abil 
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ihou^t  10,'  methinks  I  hear  you  exclaim — 
of  Ad«line''s  usual  adventureft,— tike  mouD- 
and  the  mouee.'  Tout  doucementf  ma  xauty 
r,  attendSf  tu  vai  voir.  This  is  onlj  the 
bcgiiming  of  an  adventure  wliich  occurred  this 
OKmiiog,  which  is  at  this  moment,  perhaps, 
neeiving  its  accomplishment^  and  of  which  I 
■asB  now  wnting  you  the  details  as  they  succes- 
sively come  to  my  knowledge. 

**  At  about  11  oVlock,  I  sat  myself  down  in 
tlie  drawing-room,  to  read  Fetrarch^s  Sonnets 
«to  Laura ;  and,  without  withdrawing  my  eyes 
Aom  the  book,  was  occaHionally  pondering  upon 
tiie  mysterious  stranger  at  the  theatre,  when 
I  heard  a  noise  in  the  apartment,  and  upon 
looking  up— Gracious  Heaven  ! — I  beheld  the 
Tery  man  actually  kneeling  at  my  feet !  At  the 
«Kne  moment  the  door  opened,  and  in  walked 
daptain  Gahagan.  In  a  moment  I  foresaw 
liie  dreadful  consequences  that  might  enstie  : 
f  expected  to  see  his  sword  flash  from  it* 
•erisbard.  The  book  fell  from  my  hands :  I 
uttered  a  piercing  scream,  and  fainted  away  I 

**  On  my  recovery  I  found  myself  in  my  own 
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room,  Lady  Barbara's  maid  rubbing  my 
with  salts  till  it  was  quite  sore,  and  stunnuij 
me  with  inquiries  as  soon  as  she  saw  that  I  had    . 
recovered  my  recollection.   *  For  Heaven^s  mUIH 
Atkins,'  I  exclaimed,  '  tell  me  Dvhat  jou  kiK** 
of  this  mysterious  man."" — *  All   I  know^  Mss* 
she  replied,  '  is  that  he  came    with  a  b 
whicli  he  coucealed  in  tlie  Hall ;  and  that  «' 
he  went  out  with  the  Captain  there  were  hi^ 
words  passing  between  them,  for  the  Captab 
gave  his  card,  and  talked  of  calling  to-marn>« 
when  the  Strang  gentleman  said  tliere  wu 
time  like  the  time  present*  and  so  followed 
out  of  the  housi'.' — *  Good  heavens  i*  I  ejocubted 
*  then  my  worst  fears  are  confirmed — they  arc 
assuredly  gone  to  fight  a  duel — there  will  U 
bloodshed  on  account  of  the  unfortunate  AA^ 
line — perhaps  murder.*    *  Good  lack*    Mi«»jl 
hope  not,"  cried  Atkins,  '  I  declare  I  fe«l  all 
over  quite  creepy  and  shivery  like.^ 

•'  What  am  I  to  do,  my  dear  Helen  ?  for  I 
am  addressing  you  as  if  you  were  presctK  to 
advise  me;  oh  that  you  were*  Lady  Barbtfi 
went  out  to  spend  die  day  just  as  the  strtngff 
entered  ;   Atkins  is  already  frightened  out  J 
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her  wits;  and  I  cannot  guess  which  road  the 
oombatants  have  taken,  evt-n  if  I  could  seiul 
any  one  to  apprehend  tliem.  Quelle  nveiUnre 
nrhat  a  distressing  occurrence!  and  to  a  heart 
so  tremblingly  susceptible  iis  mine.  Then,  my 
dear  Helen,  there  will  !)e  such  an  eclat  given 
to  the  affair;  noticed  perha])-;  in  the  Flying 
Courant,  or  the  Observator,  with  the  initials 
of  tny  name  at  least ;  and  sucli  a  mob  of 
visitants  coming  to-morrow  to  inquire  tlie  j>ar- 
ticulars. — I  ho|)e  my  new  dress  will  come  home 
to-night.  I  can  think  of  notliing— do  nothing  ; 
may  I  die,  Helen,  if  I  can  write  m(»re  at  pre- 
sent !  I  must  break  (»fr. 

**  2  o'clock, — Tile  same  mystery — the  same 
horrid  uncerlaiiUy — n*>  inUlIigeiice  of  the  com- 
batants. What  will  bcLoiiie  of  mer  I  am 
bewildered,  distracted,  agouizid  !  Pity  your 
wretched,  ttK)  susceptible  Adeline. 

**  3  o'clock, — No  news— no  tidings — no  relief 
to  these  harassing  sensations.  Atkins  has  just 
brought  me  up  mmuc  dinner  upon  a  waiter;  but 
to  you  who  know  thir  cpiivering  acuteness  of  my 
feelings,  I  need  not  add  that  I  have  with  diffi- 
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culty  picked  the  ving  of  a  chicken,  and 
iMted  two  oyster  patties.  Atkins  has  ^oedoWj 
stairfi.  I  hear  a  confused  murmur  of  voices  ii 
the  street,  followed  hy  a  dreadful  groan  I  Mj 
IxMom  throbs  violently.  Heavens  !  should  it  U) 
one  of  the  combatants  passing  the  house  upoa^ 
a  litter !  Dying  as  I  am  to  go  to  the  inndov, 
I  dare  not  do  so  for  fear  of  encountering  mocI 
horrid  spectacle.  Another  groan  !  Atkinf 
comc3  not ;— any  thing  is  belter  than  this  tortur- 
ing uncertainty. 1  have  been  to  the  wiodo*, 

where  I  saw  a  crow^d  of  brats  surrouDdiBg  V\ 
and  Judy ;  the  tatter  of  whom,  having  just 
knocked  down  by  her  husband,  emitted  thedoJf- 
ful  groans  I  liad  heard.     What  a  scandal  it  i» 
that  these  sorry  buffoons  should  thus  beaDoW 
to  trifle  with   people's  feeh'ngs — such  fc 
too,  as  mine  I 

"  Atkins,  I  just  recollect,  said  that  the 
terious  Unknown  brought  a  bundle  with  hnw 
which  he  seemed  anxious  to  bide.     IIowtqiV 
strange  I    My  mind  is  harassed,  exhausted,  m\^^ 
conjectures.     What  could  it  ]x>sMb!y  aintain? 
Perhaps  a  ladder  of  rojies,  wherewith  to 


(do*,  J 

iit'v 
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J  escape ;  possibly  a  disguise,  under  which  I 
10  he  whisked  away  to  witness :  but 


ras 


I,  my  foreboding  hc^art ! — still  more  likely  that 
contained    the  pi:9toIs,   which  at   this  rery 

lent,  perhaps horrid,  horrid  thought !  ! 

t  forget,  my  dear   Helen,  to  look  at  the 
'lying  Courant  to-morrow. 
"  7  o'clock. — O  gracious  Heaven  !    my  dear- 
Helen  !  I  am  ready  to  sink  into  the  earth 
ith  confusion ;  je  suis  dtsoUe^  accabletj  dese$- 
'ce.     The  murder  is  out ;  that  is  to  say,  the 
murder;  and  I  am  overwhelmed  with  un- 
ikable  vexation.     If  the  story  transpires,  I 
be  the   laugh  of  the  whole  season, — ten 
»usand  fingers  will  l>e  pointed  at  me.     Mrs. 
Ihatsworth  will  taunt  and  jibe  me;  Lady  Crock- 
will  sneer;  Emily  Hartfield  will  blush  and 
rooli<»h,as  she  always  does;  the  Squire  will 
le  home  upon  his  old  horse  laugh  for  a  month 
come;  and  as  to  you,  Helen,  you  will  be  so 
ilerably  sapient  and  grave,  and  look  so  un- 
rifuUy  full  of  pity.     N*import€ — I  must  tell 
the  secret.     Who,  then,  do  you  think  the 
►tch  is?— the  mysterious  stranger— the  on- 
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gioal-lookiug    man  f      No    other,    tnj 
Helen,  than  Mr.  Spriggs,  I-^dy  Barbara^s 
shoemaker,  vhom  the  met  as    she  was  gaii^ 
out,  and  sent  him  into  the  drawing-^ooa  to 
on  my  white  satin  dancing  shoes;  which  he 
just  kneeling  to  do,  wlien  Capt.  Grftbogan 
tercd,  and  I  screamed  as  I  have  described. 

**  Mais  ce  j/'est  pas  lout ;    his  stcdfost 
upon  me  at  the  theatre    is    explained  bj 
having  a  glass  eye ;  (why  does  not  the  odiooB 
creature  wear  a  black  patch  ?)  and  Captain 
hagun,  who  was  aware  of  this  inGrmitjt 
placed    himself    upon   his   blind   side  to  •' 
recognition,  as  the  horrid  man  has  been  in 
habit  of  dunning  him  fur  his  biU»  which  be 
not  yet  found  it  convenient  to  pay.     He 
given   his  card   upon  leaving   Lady  Barfam 
house,   becau&e   the   shoemaker   insisted  i 
knowing  his  address;  and  the  alarming  d 
ration,  that  there  was  no  time  like  the  p 
alluded    to   his    demand    of    instant    pajni 
when  the  Captain  talked  of  a  future  day- 

•'  De  mal  en  p«,  my  dear  Helen  !     At 
has  had  the  curiosity  to  open  the  bundle  w\ 


the  wretch  left  behind  him  in  the  engcmess 
of  his  exit  with  the  Captain,  and  what  do  you 
think  it  contained  ?  Three  pair  of  horrid  red 
f3forocco  shoes  for  children,  two  pair  of  odious 
[embroidered   slippers,  and   one  pair  of  hateful 

'rcnch  clogs!!  Dctestablecreature!  I  am  already 
[cick  to  death,  and  shall  go  to  bed  immediately, 

>r  this  long,  long,  and  eventful  evening  will 
come  to  an  end.     Ah !  how  much  more 

ipidly  passed  the  time  when  I  was  listening  to 

ij  own  dear  Arcadius  ! 


tnever 


*  Quui  done  t  rien  ne  suspend  la  ooun 
De  no*  faeures  trop  fortunte; 
Plaisiri  1  voos  n'sves  que  dei  jooni 
£t  let  chagriiu  ont  des  onn^es.' 

Your  unfortunate 

Ad£lihe  Trevakian. 


VOL.  ni. 


CHAPTER  III. 

"  What  equal  tormpnt  to  the  priefe  of  miod!. 
And  pyning:  anguish  hid  in  gentle  heAiV 
That  inly  feeds  itself  vith  thoughts  ojokiod, 
And  naurifthelh  her  own  consuming  smart  ? 
Whnt  medicine  can  any  leache's  art 
Yield  such  a  sore,  that  doth  her  grieranoe  Ud(, 
And  will  to  none  her  maladie  impart  ?' 

Sriiti» 

Thb  bachelor  uncle  with  whom  Helen  had 
resided  until  in  advanced  life  he  fuWUed  hi» 
destiny  by  marrying  his  housekeeper  died  rt 
this  period,  and  as  he  had  been  long  enough  unit- 
ed to  his  spouse  to  discover  that  he  had  awght 
a  Tartar,  he  limited  her  provision  in  his  vAl 
to  a  few  hundred  pounds  a-year,  bcqueathrd 
the  bulk  of  his  property  to  public  charities,  tod 
left  twenty  thousand  pounds  to  his  favourite 
niece  Helen.     Young  as  she  was  at  llw  lio' " 
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her  visit,  he  had  been  enabled  to  make  a  due 
appreciation  of  her  character ;  so  highly  indeed 
did  he  estimate  her  good  sense  and  discretion 
and  so  poor  was  his  opinion  both  of  her  father^s 
principles,  and  her  mother's  judgment,  that  he 
ordered  the  legacy  to  be  secured  in  the  hands 
of  trustees  named  by  himself,  and  to  bo  paid 
over  to  her,  cither  upon  her  attaining  the  age 
of  twenty-^ne,  or  upon  the  day  of  her  marriage, 
without  inserting  the  usual  clause  in  the  latter 
case  of  its  being  with  the  consent  of  her  ]>arents. 
Gratified  as  she  was  by  this  mark  of  her  uncle^a 
confidence  and  affection,  she  felt  keenly  the  in- 
dignity it  implied  to  her  mother,  because  she 
believed  it  to  be  perfectly  unnecessary ;  and 
though  she  had  seen  little  or  nothing  of  her 
father,  except  during  his  short  visit  to  Harps- 
den-Hall,  she  w^as  vexed  that  he  should  have 
experienced  so  marked  an  instance  of  disrespect 
from  so  near  a  relative. 

For  herself  Helen  was  very  doubtful  whe- 
ther this  bequest  might  be  considered  in  the 
light  of  a  benefit,  for  she  reflected  with  a  deep 
flgh  that  the  only  man  she  would  have  wished 
K  2 
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Co  cnricli  was  beloved  by  her  sister,  and  hid 
been  repudiated  by  herself;  while  she  could 
not  but  be  sensible  that  the  jouDg  female  la 
uncontrolled  posaession  of  such  a  fortune  wns 
liable  to  become  an  object  of  contention  among 
spendtlirifts  and  sordid  profligates,  from  wboit 
snares  no  prudence  wight  ultimately  defend  her. 
Her  free  agency  seemed  to  her  apprcheosioos 
only  an  increase  of  her  own  responsibility,  and 
■he  anticipated  the  annoyance  <^  being  pesta*- 
ed  with  candidates  for  her  hand  and  fortune, 
when  she  had  already,  unfortunately,  bestowed 
her  heart  upon  another. 

Reuben  only  saw  in  this  bequest,  which  «as 
bruited  about   the   neighbourhood   soon  aAer 
his  return  with  his  sick  cousin,  an  additionil 
bar  to  his  hopes  and  happiness.     It  elevated 
his  mistress  stdl  higher  above  his  own  sphere; 
it  would  increase  the  number  of  couipeticon, 
all  of  whom  might   have  better  claims  thao 
himself;  and  even  if  he  were  not  already  des- 
pised, rejected,  and  almost  hopeless,  his  inde- 
pendence and  delicacy  recoiled   from  the  ides 
of  renewing  his  suit  under  circumstances  which 
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might  throw  a  suspicion  of  selfishness  upon  his 
motives.     Refraining,  therefore,  from  even  ap- 
proaching the  house  where  she  dwelt,  he  waited 
impatiently  the  arrival  of  the  first  Sunday  after 
his  return,  that  he  might  at  least  catch  a  glimpse 
of  his  Helen  at  church.     His  wish  was  grati- 
fied, but  his  heart  was  agitated  with  a  thousand 
tender  alarms,  when  he  marked    the  ravages 
which  a  few  short  weeks  had  produced  in  her 
still  lovely  though  languid  and  faded  counte- 
nance.    Her  features  bore  a  look  of  resicmation 
-^calm,  indeed,  and  placid,  but  such  as  inspired 
melancholy,  even  if  it  did  not  express  it;  while 
the    mourning   that    she  wore  for  her   uncle, 
though  it  rendered  her  beauty  more  interesting, 
imparted  to  it  a  still  more  pendve  character. 
As  the  same  opportunity  for  observation   re- 
curred, he  became  more  and  more  penetrated 
with  the  conviction  that  she  was  a  prey  to  some 
lurking  malady,    which  might  perhaps  slowly 
conduct  her  to  the  grave.     His  own  health  and 
spirits  suffered  under  this  impression;  and,  as 
his  hopes  of  happiness  in  England  seemed  daily 
to  become  more  faint  and  dark,  he  looked  for- 
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ward  with  an  increasing  impatience  to  the 
rapidly  approacliing  period,  when  his  c 
of  age  would  enable  him  to  execute  his  long 
ciherished  purpose  of  transporting  himsdf  to 
India,  where  the  discovery  of  his  lost  paraus, 
or  the  contemplation  of  a  new  world,  and  &r 
different  scenes,  might  perhaps  confer  upoo 
him  that  peace  of  mind  which  he  could  nerfr 
hope  to  possess  while  he  dwelt  in  the  ricinitj 
of  the  unattainable,  but  still  deeply  ad< 
roistress  of  his  heart 

The  mental  trials,  the  conflicts  of  feeling  to 

which  Helen  was  now  a  patient,  though  not  tKe 

less  suffering    martyr,  were  indeed  more  thffl 

sufficient  to  explain  that  look  of  slowly  waaiMf 

health  by  wliich  Reuben  had   been  so  shanlv 

distressed.     With  all  her  efforts,  she  could  DoC 

tear  from  her  bosom  an  attachment  to  the 

on  whom  Adeline  had  previously  bestowed 

affections — whose  suit  she  herself  had 

torily  and  definitively  rejected.     On  this  ralv 

ject  Lady  Crockatt  and  Mrs.  Chatsworth  i»- 

diistriously  circulated    the  most  injurious  n*- 

mours,  which  stung  her  to  the  quick,  not  odIv 

on  her  own  account,  but  as  they  interfered  witb 
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pious  purpose  of  e»tablibhing  the  reputation 
of  Uie  family,  and  procurin^^  a  more  general 
reception  for  bet  mother  ;  and  amid  these  conv 
bined  sources  of  vexation,  she  was  tormented 
with  the  sordid  addresses  of  fuols,  spendthrifts, 
and  fortune-hunters,  whom  the  rumour  of  her 
*8  large  legacy  gathered  around  her  in 
swarms,  bke  Arabs  beleaguring  a  rich  caravan, 
mod  whose  daring  and  hungi'y  importunity  htie 
found  it  impossible  to  avcud.  Among  the  nio6( 
boisterous,  urgent,  repulsive,  and  at  the  same 
me,  the  most  unre]>ellable  of  these  persecutors, 
Squire  Harttield,  who  had  continued  despe- 
rately following  the  same  ruinous  career  in 
vhich  we  last  left  him;  gambling,  wasting, 
running  in  debt  wherever  he  could  obtain  cre- 
dit, doggedly  awaiting  the  destruction  that  wm 
now  hastening  to  overwhelm  him,  and  alter^ 
nating  between  fits  of  roaring  false  spiritS)  sul- 
len despondency,  and  the  maddening  riot 
of  intoxication.  Sir  Ambrose  Jessop  would 
neither  game  witli  him  nor  k>nd  him  money  ; 
Sir  Harcourt  Slingsby  played,  indeed,  but 
always  unwillingly,  and  always  for  moderate 
sums;   yet,  even  in  this  way,   he  was  so  uni* 
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formly  successful,  that    Hartfield  was  all 
indebted  to  liini  in  no  mean  amount,  though 
be  knew  the  good-natured  Baronet  would  d& 
ver  ask  for   it,    if  he  did    not  volunteer 
payment,  which  he  was  in  no  situation  to 
As  to  hooking  either  of  them  as  a  husband 
Emily,  he^  had  angled  with  such  a  clumsy 
palpable  self-bctrayol  of  hia  purpose^  that 
must  have  been  gudgeons  indeed,  to  nibble 
the  bait.    Both  Baronets  now  talked  of  soon 
turning  to  London:  the  presence  of  such  weali 
inmates  had,  in  some  degree,  tended  to  m 
his  credit,  or  at  least  to  delay  executions 
seizures ;  and  he  had  every  reason  to  appi 
that  when  they  had  taken  their  departure^ 
creditors  would  come  down  upon  him  en 
and  consummate  the  ruin  and   exposure  vl 
had  been  so  long  impending  over  his  head. 
In  this  desperate  crisis  the  news  reached 
of  Helena's  legacy,  and  it  instantly  occuircd 
him  that  if  he  could  secure  her  fortune  it  woi 
not  only  immediately  extricate   him    from 
difficulties,  but  that  by  the  ministerial  influeoa 
of  her  father  he  might  be  made  receiver  for 
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county,  a  ntuation  at  that  time  vacant^  or  ob* 
tain  9ome  other  lucrative  post,  ao  as  to  secure 
himself  against  pecuniary  straits  in  future.     He 
knew  Lord  Trevanian  well  enough   to  believe 
^that  if  he  demanded  the  hand  of  his  daughter 
Upon   condition  of  his  strengthening  those  of 
!the   ministry   in   the   approaching   Dorsetshire 
ionSf  in  which  the  influence  of  himself  and 
is  friends  was  not  inconsiderable,  there  would 
no  great  difficulty  in  the  ncgociation ;  and 
he  had  set  down  Helen  for  a  sort  of  p!is.«>ive, 
>ral  puritan,  who  would  glory  in  sacrificing 
own  feelings,  and  yielding  an  implicit  obe- 
icc  to  the  commands  of  a  father,  he  judged 
[ihis  to  be  the  most  eligible  mode  of  proceeding. 
IHe  wrote  accordingly  to  his  Lordrhip  with  the 
rankncss  of  a  man  who  is  proposing  a  bargain, 
thinks  nothing  more  is  necessary  than  to 
'e  that  it  must  be  mutually  advantageous. 
is  he  did  so  successfully  that  the  peer,  eager- 
ly snatching  at  any  arrangement  that  promised 
to  ingratiate   him  with  the  ministry,  and  for 
which  he  was  to  give  nothing  but  a  daughter 
in  exchange,  speedily  concluded  the  contract, 
x5 


and  endited  a  letter  to  Helen  full  of  cold  pro 
fessions  of  afFection,  and  insidious  oomplunentt 
to  the  filial  obedience  she   had    ever   cvinctd, 
which  he  doubted  not  would  determine  ber  te 
comply  with  his  wishes  in  the  present  iDBtancc 
Bnlarging  upon  the  lender  regard  for  her 
fare  which    he  had  invariably    maniferted, 
proceeded   to  state   that    considerations 
which  the  prosperity  of  the  whole  family 
ly  dcpndtHl,  had  induced  him   to  select  for 
son-in-law  Msrmaduke  Harlfield,  Ksq.  a 
tleman  every  way  calculated   to   secure  hw  fe- 
licity, and  concluded  with  intimating  that 
exacted  an  unconditional   compliance  vnih 
wiKhcs.   With  a  characteristic  delicacy  he 
mitted  this  mandate  to  the  Squire  for  his  j 
sal,  desiring  him  to   forward    it   to   Harpsdct 
Hall,  which  he  did  accordingly  in  a  specific/ 
laconic  love-letter,  wherein  he  referred  to  thr 
enclosed  document,  adding^  that  he  should  caQ 
next  morning  to  confirm  by  word  of  mouth  thi* 
his  constancy  was  '*  thorough  true  blue,  staunch 
and  true,"  and  subscribing  himself  her  ardcil 
admirer  and  lover. 
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•BaviDg  accordingly  bestowed  a  little    extra 
AttentioQ   upoa  hiit   wardrobe,  by  throwing  a 
riding  {)cruke  over   his   dishevelled  hair,   ex- 
changing his  velvet  hunting-cap  for  a   gold- 
haty  and  liia  soiled  scarlet  frock  for  a 
J  one  braided  with  gold  lace,  he  rode  over 
the  following  morning  to  Harpsden  Hall. 
tised  debaucliee  as  he  was,  and  seldom  as 
e  had  been  deficient  in  effrontery,  he  could 
t  approach  such  a  woman  as  Helen  without 
feeling  abashed.     He  had  learnt  from  his  da* 
,  tliat  she  had  been  recently  suiTering  under 
depression  of   spirits;   and   partly  with   the 
on  of  cheering  her  up,  partly  to  carry  off 
own  sliecpishncss,  he  approached  her  with 
swaggering  air  of  confidence,  and  a  boisterous 
e  that  was  meant  for  vivacity,  cracking  his 
unting-whip   ns   he   hurried    up   stairs,  a&    if 
encourage  himself  with  the  sound. 
*'  Lookye,   Madam,"  he  exclaimed,  the  mo- 
eothe  entered  the  room,  *'  I  don't  understand 
hifying ;  can't  make  love  like  your  wishy- 
ashy  palavering  Jack-o^dandiea;  but  you  have 
his  Lord&hip'ft  letter  ^  the  thmg^  you  see^  is 
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all  settled ;  and  if  you  My  done  to  the  baigUBt 
you  will  have  Emy  fur  a  companion,  and  u 
true-hearted  a  husband  as  erer  plighted  trodi 
to  a  friend  in  a  bumper,  or  to  woman  in  a 
ring.'* 

"  I  ha\'e  read  my  father^s  letter.  Sir,* 
Helen,  "  with  not  less  aatonishmenl  tlian  pain,— 
with  astonishment,  that  he  should  dispose  J 
me  to  a  comparative  stranger,  without  even 
consulting  my  wishes;  with  pain  tliat  it  is  ut- 
terly out  of  my  power  to  obey  liia  injuncddm. 
You  tell  mc  that  you  do  not  like  long  speedbei: 
nor  do  I.  Let  this,  therefore,  be  our  last  i&> 
tervicw — this  my  final  declaration,  when  I  idl 
you,  that  no  commands,  no  circumstances,  cfl 
ever  induce  me  to  listen  to  your  suit.  Mj 
decision  in  this  respect  is  absolute,  irrevociblf: 
and  if  I  knew  any  more  peremptory  term  o 
which  to  convey  it,  I  would  willingly  usf 
them.'* 

There  was  a  frank,  straightforward 
ness  in  her  manner  even  more  impressive^ 
her  language ;  but  the  Squire,  who  was  not' 
so  easily  rebuffed,  resumed — "  ^Vhoop,  Madiffl. 
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all  right  and  proper,  all  right  and  proper ;   I 

wouldn't  give  b  pinch  of  gunpowder  for  the 

govenior  that  yields  the  fortress  at   the   first 

II      summons,  and   it's  a  pitiful  hare  that   sufTors 

jBlierself  to  be  run  down  without  a  few  doubles, 

and  a  fair  start.     No,  Madam,  I  don't  expect 

jH  to  walk  oTer  the  course,  can't  win   the  gold 

^Acup   without   running    the    heat,   but  if  you 

^H  marry  me  you  shall  find Hollo  I  you  Ned  !" 

|^»  he  shouted  out  to  his  groom,  throwing  up  the 
11  window  by  which  he  was  sitting — "  let  out  that 
^vmare^s  curb  a  couple  of  links,  and  what  do  you 
^K  stand  still  in  the  cold  for,  when  you  have  fretted 
^fther  till  she^s  hissing  hut  ?  walk  them  about! 
you  chuckle-headed  cub  !  There  's  a  hunter* 
Madam,**  he  continue<1,  shutting  the  window  and 
pointing  to  his  own  horse  ;  **got  by  Jcrsy  out 
of  Sir  Charles  Mordaunt's  famous  mare  Peggy, 
look  at  his  points ;  small  open  ears  broad  fore- 
liead»  large,  bold,  and  bright  eye,  red,  fresh, 
and  wide  nostrils,  straight  throat,  not  cock-throp- 
pled,  rising  crest,  broad  chest,  ribs  round  as 
a  barrel,  oval  buttocks,  clean  legs  thin  mane 
and  taiL     Ah,  Madam,   you   should  see   him 
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OQme  over  a  five  bairetl,  it  would  do  your 
good. — Let  ^s  see,  what  were  we  talking  of  P 
■y,  I  was  saying  that  if  you  marry  me,  youl 
have  as  merry  a  blade  as  ever  cracked  a  y 
or  a  botde.     'Sblood !  what  need  of  palavering 
when  I  can  sing  wliat  I  want  to  say  in  a  snatch 
of  Singleton'^s  &ong — 

'  My  love  to  you  *«  as  pure  aa  the  flame 
That  bums  upon  an  &]tar.'  '* 

"  Upon  what  altar,  that  of  Cupid  or 
tus  ?**  inquired  Helen  with  a  faint  smile. 

"  Whoop !  Madam,   what    si^ifies,  sci  yoi 
have  the  flame  ?     If  it 's  a  good   horse,  and  in- 
swers  your  purpose,  never   ask  what  counlv 
comes  from.     Cupld^s  flame  will  soon  bum  o 
if  it  isn't   fed  by   ioroe  of  Plutus^s    oil. 
Hymen's  torch  won't  make  the  pot  boil.    Sifli 
me ,'  but   we  ^11  keep  a  rare  table   at    the 
Rookery,   that  shall  presently   cheer    vou 
and    make  you   as  fresh  as   a   four   year  old. 
None  of  your  foreign  kickshaws,  but  fat  bucb 
for    summer,    barren    does    for    wiater,    with 
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wheatears,  woodcocks,  rail,  plover  roasted  with 
the  blood  in  them,  and  eaten  with  buttered 
«ggs  and  ambergris.  Sink  me!  Madam,  we 
have  said  nothing  about  the  wines.^' 

**  Nay,  Sir,  you  must  allow  me  to  leave  you 
to  your  wine,"  said  Helen,  rising ;  *'  and  as  I 
have  already  pronounced  a  final  and  inalterable 
rejection  of  your  suit,  I  trust  you  will  spare  me 
any  future  visits,  which  will  be  not  less  di»- 
pleasing  to  me  than  unaviuiing  to       "" 

"  Hark  !  Madam,  hark  !^  interposed  tlic 
Squire,  *'  didn^t  you  hear  a  horn  ? — there  it  is 
Again — ^*8blo(xl !  thaf  s  old  Coppingcr^s  winding— 
1 11  swear  to  it  among  a  tliousand — the  Dor- 
chester stag  hounds  are  out,  and  1  warrant 
they  *re  running  from  the  Whin  Heights  down 
to  Framley  Bottom.  Sink  me !  don't  you  hear 
the  distant  cry  of  tlie  dogs  ?  Hey  !  whoop ! 
ycMcks  i  tantivy  !  tallyho  T'  Witliout  stopping 
to  take  leave  of  his  mistress  he  bolted  out  of  the 
room,  hurried  down  three  stairs  at  a  time,  crack- 
ing his  whip  as  he  went,  jum|>etl  in  a  moment 
on  his  horse,  and  Helen  presently  saw  him  gal- 
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loping  across    the  country ;    while    the 
welkin  rang  with  his  stentorian    **  Hork^ 
ward!  hollar 

In  vain  had  the  Squire  been  thus  dedsii 
dismisfted— in  vain  had  he  been  desired  not 
repeat  his  visits ;  he  would  take  no  denial,  lis- 
ten to  no  remonstrances,  but   pertinacioosly  be^ 
leaguered  the  house,  so  that  Helen  had  at  Im 
no  means  of  evading  his  importunity  but  by 
flying  to  her  own  room  whenever  she  saw  him 
approaching.    Repeatedly  baffled  in  his  attetopb 
to  obtain  farther  interviews,  and  driven  bj  fail 
hourly  increasing  necessities  to  push  his  suit  1^ 
long  as  there  was  a  chance,  however  forlorn,  ^ 
its   success,    he    wrote    in  the  first   instasoe  to 
Lord    Trevanian,    reijuesting   him   to  tnmsinit 
still  more  peremptory  orders  to  his   refractory  j 
daughter,  and  then  seeking   his   sister  Emilfrfl 
disclosed  to  her  the  uncompromising  nianner  ia 
which  his  suit  had  been  rejected,  and  implofd 
her  to  exert  her  influence  in  his  favour  with  btf 
friend  Helen.    "  Lookye,  Emy,"  he  said,  "  I^ 
spavined,    windgalied,     glandered,    and    Cnrif 
foundered ;  the  cards  won*t   play   for  mc  ur 
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iger;  I'm  flammed,  capotted,  piqued,  and 
liqued  every  deal ;  the  land  sharks  and  bum- 
fs  are  hovering  around   me    like  carrion 

rg  over   a    dying  sheep,  ready  to    pounce 
»wn  and  tear  roe  to  pieces.     This  is  the  last 

iw  of  the  dice,  the  last  chance  of  a  trump 

ly  and,  if  I  win  the  pool,  sink  me  !   Emy,  if 
shall  not  be  my  first  care  to  refund  your  por- 
ioD  wliich  I   took  from  you,  like  a  rogue  as  I 

;  ay,  and  to  bind  it  fast,  that  no  spendthrift 
ly  wheedle  you  out  of  it  ogain.^ 
"  Oh,  Marmaduke!  Marmadukersaid  Emily, 
iking  her  head  sorrowfully ;  "  is  it,  indeed, 

le  to  this  ?    And  have  you  stated  your  de»> 

Lte  circumstances  to  Helen  ?" 
**  'Sblood  !  no— not  such  an  ass.'' 
*'  And  do  you  think  so  meanly,  so  basely,  so 
itemptibly  of  me,*"  resumed  the  sister,  while 

eyes  kindled,  and  her  whole  face  coloured 
ith  indignation,    "  as  to  imagine  that  I  will 

instrumental   in   imposing   upon   her,    and 
itifully  defraud  my   friend  in  order  to  repay 
lysclf  ?  Such  a  friend,  too,  as  Helen  !" 
"  Whoop  •  wench,  if  you  won't  do  it  to  lerve 
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yourself,  do  it  to  sen'e  me.  You  have  oftea 
said  you  loved  me  Diore  than  any  thing  io  the 
world." 

"  Better  than  any  bod^^  I  might  have  said; 
but  not  better  than  honour,  nor  better 
honesty-  I  do  love  you,  and  I  vdl]  prow  i 
by  instantly  stating  your  ruined  drcumftUUkon 
to  Helen,  and  saving  you  from  a  fraudulnn 
oonccalment,  for  vhich  hereafter  you  wotiH 
eternally  reproach  yourself.  I  will  say  diAt  il 
comes  from  you  ;  Helen  loves  candour,  it  mWi 
perhaps,  induce  her  to  relent;  and,  al  all 
events,  it  is  better  that  you  should  p«»  fir 
a  pauper  now,  than  for  a  knave  hereaAer." 

"  'Shfe !    Emy,    you    bhall    not  eacpose  b^ 
curse  me  if  you  shall.     I  command  you  aot  h 
do  it,  and   I  am  not  io  a  mood  to  be 
with." 

**  You  have  made  me  a  party,  M 
to  your  infamous  design,  by  offering  me  » 
of  the  plunder ;  and  by  Heaven  !  the  sun 
not  set    till    I  have  possessed  Helen  of 
thing;  though  I  will  do  it  so  as  to  «ptf«l 
Liuuch  as  possible."         w^^^^^^^^^M^^  i 
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^^r*^  Lookye,  Eiuy,^  resumed  the  Squire,  with 

^K  calmness  that  was  the  more  fearful,  from  it» 

^^ontrast  with  his  usual  passionate  manner  ;    '*  I 

am  a  desperate  man — not  to  be  angered,  still 

lets   defied.     If  you   blab,  you  do  it  at  your 

own  peril ;  and  sink  me !  if  I  will  answer  far 
I"  ' 

E*  consequences." 
"  I   care  not   for  them  ;    no,  not   a  rush," 
swered    Emily.     *'  For   your  sake — for   my 
Ti,  I  will  do  that  which  is  honest,  ingenuous, 
and  upright ;  nay,  your  angry  calmness  grieves 
:uts  me  to  the  heart,  but  docs  not  frighten 
;  for  while  such  is  my  holy  purpose,  I  will 
:h   straightforward,  even  th(»ugli  the  earth 
luld  yawn  beneath  my  feet." 
So   saving,  she    hastily    quitted   the     room, 
without    a   moment''s   dtlay   proceeded  to 
[arpsden  Hall;  informing  Helen  fully  of  her 
?r's  desfx^ratc  plight,  but  leading  her  to 
'believe   that   his  own  honourable  feeling    had 
induced  him  to  make  the  communication.    H&* 
rcsscd    her   regret  at   his    misfortuncfl, 
•ticularly  on  Emily's  account,  and  her  admi- 
iiio  of  his   candour ;   but  declared,  that  no 
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circuinstances  could  induce  her  to  9 
from  her  resolution,  or  to  grant  him  ai 
interview  if  she  could  posaiblj  avoid  it.  ' 
decision  she  begged  her  friend  to  impress 
her  brother's  mind  as  often  and  as  earnest] 
possible ;  and  assuring  her,  that  whatever  n 
happen  at  the  Rookery,  she  would  ever 
a  home  at  Harpsden  Hall,  she  affection 
embraced  her,  and  they  parted. 

Scarcely  had  Emily  left  the   house,  wh 
letter  was   put   into  Helenas  hands,  whidi 
hemently  increased  the  agitation  of  her 
harassed  feelings.      It  was  from  Adeline, 
ran  as  follows : 

"  Hounalow,  Fridif. 

"  Yesterday,  my  dear  Helen,  made  me 
happiest  of  women  by  uniting  me  for 
the  man  of  my  choice,  a  man  with  whom  I 
reasonably  hope  to  enjoy  that  enchanting 
city  which  springs  from  the  union  of  two 
and  gympatliizing  hearts.      Ah,   Helen 
ferai  chanter  la  palinodie-     You  always 
the  existence  of  love  at  first   sight.     W( 
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Pdear  cbrling  Captain  Gahagan,  (for  it  is  to 
that  I  am  married,)  declares  that  the  very 
first  sight  of  me  on  the  day  when  he  picked  up 
\y    prayer-book  in  the  church-yard,  inspired 
with  a  sudden  irresistible  passion,  which 
oaly  cease  with  his  life.     He  was  from  that 
tt  dying   to  be   introduced  to  me,  and 
of  course  remember  his  asking  me  to  dance 
the  ball.     May  I  die !  Helen,  if  his  dress- 
Torm  is  not  the  most  magnijique  and  di$iingue 
I  ever  beheld.     His  regiment  was  soon  af- 
Is  ordered  to  join  the  camp  at  Hounslow  : 
lodgings  in  town;  we  have  often  met  at 
[y  Barbara's,  and  elsewhere,  so  that  I   did 
ling  in  a  hurry,  but  was  enabled  to  convince 
rsclf  tliat  he  would  be  the  most  miserable  of 
if  I  did  not  consent  to  make  him  the 
of  mortals. 
There,  Helen,  was  there  ever  a  more  affect- 
isiiiance  of  love  at  first  sight,  and    not   an 
■nt  impression,  but  that  indeUblc,  in- 
tctible  passion,  which  is  interwoven  with 
irery  6bre8  of  the  heart,  and  therefore  re- 
ft its  vehemence  to  the  last  gasp  of  nature. 
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delilvjraU'  and  cold,  will  I  daresa^v 
tne  for  ihe  step  I  have  taken  ;  I  o 
will  term  me  thoughtless,  giddy,  inco 
and  I  know  not  what.  But  one  of  t] 
you  will  yourself  find,  "  Qn'un  cent 
si  quelqu^un  ne  nous  ainieT  and 
pitation,  I  have,  on  the  coni 
markably  drcunispect  and  di 
decided  on  so  important  a  m 
several  times  with  my  dear 
tained  a  perfect  insight  into  his  d 
the  result  is  a  thorough  conviction 
peachable  integrity,  inexhaustible 
and  inextinguishable  love.  Besides, 
like  Gouvion  or  Andr^,  and  is  d 
of  Romances. 
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write  to  mamma,  as  you  will  of  course  commu- 
nicate this  letter  to  her,  and  I  am  under  no 
apprehension  of  her  reproaches,  for  she  has  a 
Iiundred  times  declared  that  she  wished  for  no- 
thing but  the  happiness  of  her  daughters,  and 
I  am  at  this  moment  the  happiest  creature  in 
tbe  whole  world.  I  should  like  her  to  write  to 
Ixnd  Trevanian,  for  I  dare  not  call  to  pre- 
meat  my  dear  Gahagan  without  his  permission. 
Poor  Lady  Barbara,  in  Pall-Mail !  how  will  all 
bar  old-fashioned  notions  be  horrified  at  the 
idea  of  an  elopement  from  such  a  decorous,  or- 
derly, and  well-regulated  mansion  as  hers ! 

"  I>on''t  fail  to  see  Augusta  Chaloner,  and  tell 
bar  all  about  it.  I  was  determined  to  be  mar- 
S^td  before  her  coute  qui  conte^  and  I  dare  say 

"  |be  will  be  finely  vexed.     Let  me  know  what 
4|iia  said.     I  am  going  to-morrow  all  over  tbe 

^jjamp;  some  of  the  tents,  I  am  told,  are  mag- 
HJff^f,  on  ne  pent  plus ;  and  on  Monday  to  the 

"^laview,  and  next  day  my  dear  Gahagan  has 
ppomised  to  take  me  to  Mrs.  Graden's  and  Mrs. 

^f!tvoAy\  in  Bucklersbury,  to  buy  all  sorts  of 
toys  and  nick-nacks.    Such  an  amiable 


^^^^^^^^^F     **  p.  S.'  Direct  to  me  at  the'  sign  € 
^         nadier.     I   was  married  in   my  pink 
^^^B^^^^H           with  the  embroidered  hood,  and  Gt 
^^H^^^^l            clarcd  that  I  looked  like  an  angel.^ 

^^^■^^^^B                Helenas  first  impression  upon  tlie 
^^H^^^H            this  letter  was  a  mingled  feeling  of 
^^^Hj^^^^B            sion    and  compoAsion   for  her   sister, 
^^^1                           feared  had  been  dreadfully  rash  in  a 
^^^1                            her  fate  to  a  man  of  whom    she  <x 
^^^1                           known  little  or  nothing.     That  para2afl| 
^^^B                            jugal  happiness  of  which  she  had  heraM 
^^H                           an  exalted  notion,  was  not,  she  thoun 
^^H                           to  be  built  upon  such  a  basis  ^  &■ 
^^H                           match,   after  a  few  interviews    at   ■ 
^^H                           crowded  parties  of  pleasure.                  ■ 
^^^^^^^^^^^       Again  she  took  up  the  letter,  iy||^ 
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itioned  by  Adeline,   though    her   thoughts 

oould  wander  to  the  most  trivial  details  upon 

overy    other    subject.       As    the    idea  of   her 

altered  situation  with  regard  to  him,  since 

marriage  of  her  sister,  rushed  across  her 

I,  a  sweet  and  secret  hope  stole  into  her 

kart,  which  suffused  her  previously  pallid  face 

with  a  deep  glow,  and  occasioned  her  tears  to 

fidl  with  increased  profusion  upon  the  paper. 

.  So  soft  and  soothing  was  the  sensation  she  now 

flocperienced,  that  she   souglit    not    to    control 

r:JMs  expression,  and  wept  for  some  time ;  until 

,  lUiir  misgivings   overshadowing   her  mind,  &hc 

.called  her  pride  to  her  assistance,  dried  uj)  her 

^^  ftsn,  and  exclaimed  to  herself.    '' Let  me  not 

l.yidd  to  this  weakness,  tiiis  delusion — it  is  all 

\o9eT — I   have    rejected    him — ho   is  offended, 

'^alienated  for  ever  !     Oh,  Adeline  !  Adeline  !  is 

'j  It  possible  that  you  can  ever  have  loved— that 

having  once  loved  you  can  so  soon  forget — nay, 

>  that  having  once  loved  such  a  man  you  could 

t..«ver,  ever  transfer  your  affections  to  another  ? 

^Baw  differently  must  our  hearts  be  formed  ! 

r  J  had  long  renounced  hope,  and  yet  1  could  not 

'         ▼OL.    III.  I- 
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«nidieate  the  Btubbom  passion  which  had 
grafted  itself  in  my  bosom ;  while  jou, 
coiiHdent  and  sanguine  in   yoBr  t^xpectatim. 

coiiki  \irilhout  on  effort AUs^!  ray  poor 

nster!  I  foar  yow  have  thrown  away  jmiroiTi 
happiness,  and  I  feel,  acutely  feel,  that  ycchtvt 
unnecessarily  occasioned  me  to  make  fi  sacrif 
i>f  mine !" 

Endeavouring,  at  Lady  Trcvanian's  tippnwh, 
to  suppess  her  own  cmotiona,  that  she  cngfac 
not  aggravate  those  of  her  mother,  she  put  thf 
letter  into  her  hands  without  B^peflking;  wul. 
though  her  Lad^'ship  had  long  held  hcrf'^^'''?' 
in  such  subjection  as  lo  defy  their  lietrayin:; 
selves  in  her  countenance,  Helen  obserrcd, 
|)ain»  a  deep  glow  of  £re  spreading  itttH 
her  features  as  she  proceeded  to  rr«d  the 
tents.  It  passed  away,  however,  as  rajndlj 
it  hail  manifested  itself;  and  as  she 
Iter  Belf-possession,  a  bitter  smile  played  si 
her  niuuth,  according  but  too  well  with  ^ 
scornful  glance  of  her  eye,  as  she  tossed 
the  letter  upon  the  table,  and  exclaimed.  ^  ^ 
voice  that  trembled  with  suppressed  ttgif«* 
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So,  then,  this  i»  the  reward  I  am  to  pxpoct 

rom  my  children  !     After  havin^^  loved   them 

vith  a  foolish  fondness,  after  having  Hacrifioed 

rerythiug  for  their  sakes,  I  am  to  look  for  no- 

in   return   but   iiulifFerence,  ingratitude, 

itempt  ('* 

In  fipite  of  all  lier  efforts,  her  whole  franrK' 
took  with  pa»vsiunate  emotion  as  8he  uttered 
leae  lost  words;    and   the  was  preparing  to 
the  room,  to  coDceal  the  effect  of  this  un- 
[come  intelligence^  when   Hdea   threw  her 
Lft  about  her  neck,  and  affectionately  kissing 
:r,  while  the  tears  fell  fast   upon  htr  bosom, 
^^obbed  outy  "  Oh,  no,  no,  no,  my  dearest  mo- 
^■l^er!  look  for  nothing  but  love  and  obedience. 
^nVhen  liavc  I  ever  been  ungrateful  ?^ 
^B  ^   AVitti  one  of  those  sudden  tran&itions  to  which 
|jer  feelings  were  subject.  Lady  Treranian  iiw 
^tantlj  softened  from  wrath  to  tenderness :   she 
crossed   Ijer  daughter  fondly  to  her  heart,  re- 
itedJy  kissed  her  forehead  and  cheek,  and,  as 
igazed  upon  her  with  a  glistening  eye,  ex- 
'Liiined,  **  Forgive  me,  Helen,  forgive  me.     I 
aaeaat  not  my  reproaches  for  t^ou.     You  have 

F   S 
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erer  been,  as  I  am  sure  you  ever  will  be,  die 
moAt  dutiful,  the  1}est  of  daughters.     But  foTj 

Adeluic — the    thoughtless,    uniilial *'     She 

paused,  aod  again  a  gush   of   maternal  Iotf 
ascended  from  her  heart,  and  s]ightly  ogiutrdj 
the  muscles  of  her  face,  as  she  exclaimed,  in«i 
tremulous  voice,  "  My  poor  Adeh'ne !     Could  1 
indeed  be  sure  that  slie  was  happy — J" 

Helen  urged  the  presumption  uf  Captain  G»- 
hagan'^s   attachment,    since   there   could  be  00 
other  inducement  to  tlie  marriage,  and  the  000- 
sequent  possibility  of  its  proving  a  happy  cue. 
Lady  IVevaniau   bhook   her  liead   soTTOwfuDf; 
for  her  own  exjierieuce  painfully  suggusted  to 
her  the  consequences  of  a  bastty  and  ilj-assortttj 
union :  but  she  shortly  recovered  her  tranqoi^ 
lity,  and  proceeded  to  consult  with  Helen  t»  to 
the  proper  measures  to  be  adopted  in  cona^ 
quence   of   this   intelligence.     It   was  dotidf^ 
that  it   should   be  instantly  comrnunicai«I  *p 
Lord  Trevanian,   suggesting  the  propriety  • 
Iiis  instituting  aorac  inquiry  into  Captain  G^ 
gan's  character  and  connections,  and  Icavia^  '0 
himself  the  adoption  of  whatever  other  *t'p 
might  be  deemed  necesfrary.     The  kutf  ^ 
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»rding]y  written  and  dispatched ;  and  in  a 
few  days  the  following  answer  was  received 
fiom  his  Lordsliip's  secretary : — 

"  Madam, 
**  I  am  directed  by  my  Lord  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  Ladyship's  letter,  and  to 
declare  to  you  that  his  Lordship  was  not  in  the 
nxiallest  degree  surprized  at  the  intelligence  it 
oommuntcated,  since  he  could  hardly  expect 
my  other  result  from  the  example  that  his 
daughters  have  received,  and  considers  their 
Sfeotlier  entirely  responsible  for  their  miscon- 
duct, whatever  it  may  be. 

'*  As  it  is  not  his  Lordship's  intention  to  no- 
tice Mr.  Gahagan,  I  am  desired  to  add  that  he 
dedines  making  any  inquirieSt  or  interfering  in 
the  affair. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Your  Ladytihip's 
Most  obedient  humble  Servant, 
Charles  Fanton." 

This  precious  epistle  was  meant  to  be  parti- 
cularly cutting,  to  wound  the  person  to  whom 
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it  was  addressed  to  the  quick  ;  but  its 
ritablc  (jlijcct   was  in  a  great  measure  defesi 
by  the  very  pains  which   had  betn  bestowed  to 
ensure  its  fiuccess.     There   was    soraethiDg 
vulgar,  cold,  and  unfeeling,  in  hs  character 
tfigethcr;  such  a  pitiful  insolence  in  niakingi 
secretary  the  medium  of  communication  u 
so  delicate  a  subject ;  such  a  total  want  of 
teraal  as  well  as  of  conjugal  fecliiuf  ^  that 
pride  which  enabled  Lady  Trevanian  to 
every  direct  insult,  rendered  her  nearly  eaillM 
to  the  blow.     It  afforded  hef  even  an  exciMi 
for  again  laying  the  flattering  unction  to  be 
soul,  that  her  husband's  notorious  heartlessvff 
might  in  some  measure  excuse   her  own  ma- 
conduct;  while  it  supplied   an  additional  (W- 
firujation  that  no  fidelity  on  her  part  cooM  e»tf 
have  reclaimed   and  attached   90    worthlen  a 
mind.     She  forgot,  however,  to  add,  that  sl» 
had  never  tried  the  experiment;    and  ikt^H 
she  had  even  attempted  it,  and  foiled,  a  htiv 
band's  aberrations  can  never  be  pleaded  m  » 
Justification  of  the  wife's. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

"  O  Heavens  I 
IVhy  does  my  blood  thus  muster  to  my  heart, 
Making  both  it  unable  for  itself, 
And  dispossessing  all  my  other  parts 
Of  neceaaary  fitness  ?" 

Shaksfeabb. 


i-j 


■  ^   Absekcb,  it  has  been  observed,  cools  mo- 

iterate  passions  and  inflames  violent  ones;  as 
the  wind  blows  out  candles,  but  kindles  fires. 
Of.  the  first    assertion  Adeline    had   recently 

.Hifibrded  a  sufRciently  striking  example,  and 
Jteuben  was  now  offering  an  illustration  of  the 

ipeoond,  for  although  he  had  been  separated 
from  Helen  for  a  conuderable  time  his  love 
■eemed  rather  to  increase  than  diminish.  Per- 
haps  it  was  rendered  more  profound  and  tender 
by  the  touching  sight  of  her  waning  bloom — 
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perhaps  by  the  recoUectioD  that  he  was  aooa 
about   to   tear  lilmself   away   from  her,  in  all 
probalulity  fur  ever,  and  to  interpose  a  wbok 
hemisphere  between  himself  and  that  whidi  he 
loved  dearest  upon,  eartli.     Conscious  at  aotx 
of  the    intens^y   and   the    ho}x'lcssness  of  bit 
passion,  he  longed  for  any  change  that  xniglii 
promise  a  relief  to  his  harassed  feehngs,  aad 
looked  fonvard  therefore  with  a  doily  iacreoazif 
in]])atience  to  the  period  of  liis  departure  froia 
England  and  frofn  Europe ;  for  liowever  pan)- 
ful  and  violent  might  be  the  wrench  of  (oul 
separation  in  tlie  first  instance,  he  believoil  thtf 
distance  might  mitigate  his  sufi*cringSf  and  tb>t 
he  might  gather  a  consolation  even  from  ^ 
spair.     In  this  frame  of  mind  he  loved  to  hiimi 
the  seashore,  since  all  the  associatioos  thaliH 
suggested  connected   themselves  ivith  his  lott 
parents  and  his  meditated  voyage  to  India. 

Upon  one  of  these  occasions  he  found  himsdf 
roaming  along  the  sands  at  a  small  distance 
from  the  lofty  cliffs.  The  night  had  be«n  ire( 
and  stormy,  and  though  the  violei^ce  of  ihe 
wind  had  abated,  the  sky  was  still  sunbargeii 
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with  lowering  clouds,  v/hile  the  waves  retained 
^^«   sullen  and   portentous  flwell,    and    retreated 
with  an  angry  growl,  as  if  the  wratli    which 
had  80  lately  cnchafcd  them  were  only  half  ap- 
II      peaaed.     Here  and  there  tlie  gulls  which  had 
^Bieen  driven  to  the  refuge  of  the  cUfTs,  were 
^B^gain  venturing  out  to  sea,  contracting  their 
^Bwbite  wings,  as  they  sailed  in  the  air,  with  the 
^^inurky  clouds,  the  lurid  ocean,  or  the  round 
black  back  of  the  porpoise  as  he  floundered  and 
iblcd  beneath  them.     A  dark  rugged  line  of 
-weed    thrown    up    by    the   night    tempest 
inged  the  shingles  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
;h,  while  lower  down  where  the  waves  wera 
till  rearing  and  butting  at  the  shore,  the  sands 
rere  whitened  with  froth  and  foam. 
He  wandered  on  for  some  time,  lost  in  me- 
itation,  until  on  heading  a  projecting  point  of 
I,  he  beheld  at  no  great  distance  a  shattered 
id  dismasted  vessel  which    had  been  driven 
lore  in  the  night,  was  lying  upon  her  side, 
id  had  bulged.     After  repeated    attempts  a 
iwser  had  been  got  ashore  and  fastened  round 
detached  fragment  of  rock;  to  this  a  sliding 
T  5 
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noose  had  been  attached,  and  by  these  ntttai, 
for  oil  the  boats  had  b«en  washed  orerboard  or 
swamped,  the  remainder  of  the  crew  were  dn^ 
ging  themselves  to  the  «hore  just  as  Rnbs 
came  in  sight.  Hurrying  up  to  the  epoi  to 
render  such  assistance  as  might  be  in  his  powr, 
he  Icamt  from  one  of  the  sailors  that  the  T««d 
was  a  trader  from  Ireland,  and  that  thewbolr 
crew  were  now  safely  landed  except  one  man 
who  was  then  seen  leaving  the  \*es6el. 

Of  this  last  individual,  he  was  watchtng  Ae 
progress  with  an  intense  interest,  when  a  Strang 
ominous,  and  rumbling  sound,  startled  hkfUt 
instantaneously  followed  l>y  a  loud  and  ihimdfT- 
ing  concussion,  which  shook  the  solid  rock  <« 
which  he  stood  like  an  earthquake,  whifc  tfc* 
terrified  gulls,  cormorants,  and  other  se^-fotlf 
scudded  screaming  from  the  spot  in  all  tUnc 
tions.  Turning  suddenly  round,  he  pcfrriwi 
that  a  huge  mass  of  the  stupendou&ly  lofty  ttft 
loosened  probably  by  the  rainrs  had  h\kn  ifl 
gigantic  ruin  upon  the  beach,  throwing  Op»J 
cloud  of  white  dust  as  the  chalky  ff 
were  crushed   and  crumbled   by  one  anodiKr' 
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Almost  at  the  same  inoincnt,  he  licard  a  piercing 
shriek,  aud  looking  towards  tlie  hideous  and 
.ya.waing  chasm  where  the  cliff  hod  broken  away, 
he  beheld  upon  the  edge  of  its  summit,  a  femalts 
who,  lifting  her  arms  up  into  the  air,  threw 
herself  voluntarily  over  the  precipice.  A  thrill 
of  horror  shot  through  his  heart  at  the  sight ; 
)but  it  was  but  momentary,  for  he  observed  that 
flhe  descended,  apparently  unluirt,  upon  a  species 
of  projecting  platform,  at  the  depth  of  a  few 
ieet  from  the  surface,  being  a  portion  of  the 
diff  tlmt  had  only  subbided  to  that  point,  where 
it*  progress  was  arrested  by  the  ruins  of  wliat 
had  previously  fallen.  Instantaneous  as  was  the 
glimpse  he  had  obtained  of  the  figure,  he  had 
recognized  it  to  be  Lady  Trevanian,  while  upon 
the  little  platform,  he  discerned  another  femaU% 
over  whom  she  was  bending,  and  whom  his  fears 
rather  than  his  vision,  suggested  to  be  Helen. 

Electrified  at  this  appalling  idea,  he  sprung 
from  the  beach,  cland>ering  with  the  desperate 
energy  of  a  maniac  up  the  broken  and  irregular 
.elope  of  fragments  that  stretched  themselves  to 
the  ledge  on  which  she  was  lying ;  and  though 
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repeatedly  falling  \a  hi»  career,  boA 
pulling  dowu  upon  his  bead  the  loose 
which  he  grappled,  he  at  lec^th  succeeiled  ia^ 
rcadiing  the  fearfully  narrow  strip  on  which 
Holen  lav  extended,  pale  and  inotioale»s,  «) 
her  mother,  gaitping  for  breath,  and  kneefinf 
by  her  idde,  was  gazing  upon  her  face» 
clasped  hands,  and  a  took  of  vacant  and  bd] 
horror.  From  the  appearance  of  ileieo,aB 
as  from  tlie  small  descent  of  the  poutioo  io  «hich 
he  liad  found  her,  he  conjectured  that  she  must 
have  fainted  away,  more  from  terror  lliaa  from 
tl\e  effect  of  any  injury.  He  accord ioglyr«uai 
her  from  the  ground,  and  supported  her  against 
his  knee,  so  that  her  face  niight  receive  the  »■ 
breezes^  while  he  alternately-  rubbed  ber  haDtlt 
in  his  own,  her  mother  still  looking  osvitba 
silent  and  transfixed  agony.  After  a  few  miaalM 
hod  thus  elapsed,  Helen  idowly  opened  fierc^n* 
gazing  around  her  with  an  unconscious  kok; 
but  she  had  no  sooner  recoguixcd  her  mockA 
than  hhc  murmured,  in  a  feeble  voice,  *^ 
— I  hope  you  have  esca{>ed  unhurt.'* 
**Ye8,  ,^y  darling  Helen,  yesi*  ejaci 
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liHrfy  TrevamMly  tossing  back  the  hair  which 
htd  fSallen  over  her  face,  and  eagerly  kissing  her 
daughter,  while  the  tears  that  had  been  sup- 
pMssed  by  terror  gushed  from  her  eyes*  **  And 
iMreyou  been  equaUy  fortunate?   Tell  me,  tell 


«» *^  Not  in  the  least  hurt,"  replied  Helen  ;  «  but 
'k4ew  I  have  been  sadly  frightened."  Observ- 
ing for  the  first  time,  as  she  uttered  these  words, 
that  she  was  holding  a  stranger  s  hand  within 
ter  own,  ^e  looked  round,  and  starting  with 
■urprise  as  she  saw  herself  supported  by  Reu- 
bta»  she  eagerly  inquired  whether  he  was  hurt. 
Upon  being  assured  that  he  had  not  received 
tlw^  snlallest  injury,  she  fervently  ejaculated, 
***Thank  God!  Thank  GodT  and  closely 
pnased  the  hand  which  she  still  retained  ;  but 
imOuitly  feeling  as  if  she  had  been  guilty  of  an 
impiopriety,  her  face  and  forehead  became  suf- 
fused with  a  burning  glow,  she  let  fall  the  hand 
iirtikh  she  had  clasped,  and  making  an  attempt 
to-riae,  exclaimed,  with  downcast  eyes,  "  I  tliank 
jou,  Mr.  Apsley ;  I  believe  I  am  now  able 
to^Mlk."      She  had,  however,  ovar-rated  ber 
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powers ;  the  effort  was  too  much,  and  she 
sunk  exhausted  to  the  ground. 

^'  We  had  better  lose  no  time/'  cried  Red 
**  in  regaining  the  summit ;  for  I  fetd  our  a\ 
tion  to  be  still  perilous ; — this  fragment  of 
did*  is  shaking  beneath  our  feet.^ 

"  Oh,  save  her  1  save  my  Helen  f  screai 
Lady  Trevanian,  filled  with  new  terrors  at 
idea  that  her  daughter  might  still  be  preo 
tated  to  the  beach. 

But  this  injunction  was  more  easily  gives 
obeyixi.     Upon  looking  anxiously  around  Id 
Reuben  observed  that  the  cliff  whence  the] 
plot  that  supported  them  had  broken  awar« 
sented  a  perpendicular  wall,  seven  or  eigfat 
high,  in  every  direction,  save  one  extreme 
ner,  where  the  ground  having  faiicm  note 
dually  from  the  top,  offered  sometliing  lil 
practicable  ascent.     This  rugged   opening 
fearfully  near  the  edge   of    the  precipice, 
-i^ere  was  no  alternative.     Convinced  that  tj 
'  was  not  a  moment  to  be  lost,  and  feelings 
iK;rve  strung  to  a  preternatural  vigour  by  1^ 
magnitude  of  the   danger,    he  cLaE.ped 
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iu  bis  arms,  and  running  with  all  his  furce,  ut 
ma  to  give  himself  the  grcate:^t  impulse  possi- 
bAp,  he  clanil}cred  safety  up  the  chasm  and 
laid  her  upon  the  field  ut  top,  at  some  di»- 
tanee  from  the  edge  of  tlie  chiF.  Hardly  a 
minute  had  l>cen  expended  in  her  rescue^  aiid 
yet  as  Helen  felt  the  heart  of  Jicr  lover  vio. 
lentty  throbbing  while  he  held  her  firndy  in  his 
arms,  and  thought  upon  the  danger  he  was  en- 
countering for  her  ]>reM.Tvatiun,  it  sent  a  thrill 
through  her  whole  frame,  and  awakened  a  deep 
pong  that  she  should  have  rejected  his  suit  and 
'distressed  his  feelings  as  well  as  her  own,  out 
of  a  mistaken  regard  for  the  happiness  of  ber 
-  wtcr. 

Reuben  instantly  returned  to  the  assistance  of 

X#ady  Trevanian,  who  was  already  at  tlie  ojjen- 

ing  of  the  fissure  by  which  he  had  mounted,  but 

*  recoiled  in  terror  at  the  sight  of  tlie  precipice 

'   by  its  tide.     Now  that  she  knew  Helen  to  be 

'  Mfe,  her   personal    fears    regained    tlieir  as- 

oeudancy,    and    she    proposed,  rather  thaa  at- 

^' tempt  the  fearful  ascent,  that  they  should  ca- 

deavour  to  make  their  way  down  to  the  beach. 
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In  as  few  words  a&  possible  he  explained  hi$  ip- 
prehensions  that  the  ledge  whereon  lhc_r  stood 
would  give  way,  in  which  event  they  would  bt 
inevitably  overwhelmed  us  they  descended  \  and 
urging  her  to  hold  his  hand  and  look  obIt 
towards  the  clilT,  that  she  might  not  be  made 
giddy  by  the  sight  of  the  precipice,  he 
ed  her  safely,  though  not  without 
shudders  of  hesitation,  to  the  top. 

Scarcely  had  she  reached   the   summit  vben 

she  heard  a  new    crash,  and    looking  eagrdy 

round,  she  discovered  that  the  narrow  platform 

upon  which  she  had  leaped  down  when  it  hmH 

first  subsided  with  Helen^  while  standing  t  little 

in  advance  gazing  ujion   the   wreck,  and  fron 

which  they  had  both  been  so   recently  rescuedi 

was    precipitated    to     the    sands    below   is  i 

thousand  shivered  and  smoking  fragments.   Vu 

tering  a   new  cry  of   tcfror  at    the  sight,  Ar 

ran  rapidly  towards  her  daughter,  as  if  still  & 

trusting  the  ground  on  which  she  trod,  siJ 

throwing  herself  upon  die  grass  beside  her,  agib 

tenderly  embraced  her  as  if  she  were  jtist  ft- 

deemed  from  a  second  danger. 
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Her  .servant  now  hurried  to  the  spot,  anil 
Reuben,  with  his  assistance,  sup]>orte(I  Lady 
Trevanian  and  Helen  to  their  carriage,  which 
had  been  left  at  a  small  distance,  when  they  had 
alighted  to  hx>k  at  the  wreck.  Repeatedly 
pressing  his  hand  with  a  trembling  emotion, 
ber  Ladyship  entreated  him  to  call  at  Harpsden 
Hall  on  tlic  morrow,  that  he  might  receive  from 
liersclf  and  Helen,  when  they  should  be  w- 
covered  from  their  agitation,  a  more  formal 
expression  of  their  gratitude ;  an  invitati<m 
irhich  he  accepted  witli  rapture,  and  stootl  for 
a  long  time  ga/ing  at  the  de]>arting  carriage, 
his  bosom  filled  with   a  confused  but  delicious 

'    ecstasy  of  joy  and  renovated  ho])e. 

Tiiey  must  know  little  of  a  lover's  feelings 
who  have  not  already  anticij)ated  that  he  was 

t    an    early  visitant  on   the    following   morning, 

s   and  tliey  must  be  still  greater  strangers  to  his 

>  aensations,    if  they  imagine  him  to  have  been 

much   dissatisfied    with    the   intelligence,    that 

*  I^ady  Trevanian,  exhausted   by  the   exertions 
'■  and    agitation  of    tlie   previous  day,   had  not 

^  yet  arisen  from  her  bed,  but  tliat  Helen  would 
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ahortly  join  him  in  the  drawing-room.  He  had 
not  been  many  minutes  in  attendance  bdbrr 
she  entered ;  and  as  the  palene&s  and  lan^^ 
of  her  late  appearance  were  momentarily  duui^J 
away  by  the  deep  blush  that  suffused  htr  U»- 
tures  and  the  miiniatioa  nf  her  ejes  and  am- 
ner,  a&  she  expressed  the  fervent  gratitude  1/ 
herself  and  mother  for  ihcir  preserralioDt  be 
thought  he  had  never  seen  her  look  half  <v 
beautiful.  She  stated  her  conviction  thai  tbcj 
had  been  solely  preserved  by  his  activity  «M^ 
presence  of  mind,  and  that  they  had  allreooa 
to  be  thankful  for  their  deliverance  (torn  to 
frightful  a  situation. 

Iieul>en  expressed  his  delight  at  having  faco 
instrumental  in  preserving  a  life  so  much  ok^c 
dear  and  precious  to  liim  than  hia  own.  "  -^' 
for  mine,  indeed,^  he  added,  with  a  deep  sij^ 
and  a  dejected  look,  "  I  confess  I  am  litdr 
solicitous  about  It,  since  the  only  pcr^oo  U> 
whom  I  wished  to  devote  it,  since  she  for  «t)0O 
alone  I  would  desire  to  live,  has  cruelly  dia^ 
pointed  my  hopes;  since  I  am  doomed- — •' 
hia  voice  faltered,  and  he  paused. 
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Helen,  observing  that  he  was  struggling  with 
lOtoe  inward  and  painful  emotion,  blushed  still 
deeper,  as  with  downcast  eyes  and  a  low  agi- 
tMed  voice  she  said,  **  1  should  hate  myself 
Bfr.  Apslej,  if  I  could  unnecessarily  inflict  a 
ikibment't  pain  upon  so  generous  and  feeling  a 
haact  as  your  own.  Perhaps  T  may  be  departing 
ftom  the  strict  h'ne  of  propriety  in  what  I  am 
ibout  to  say — perhaps  you  may  consider  me— 
bttt  sttll  as  I  cannot  pretend  to  misunderstand 
•jfit/ar  allusion,  T  feel  that  I  ought  not  to  lose  a 
itixxnent  in  declaring  that  the  circumstances  to 
iirfaich  I  adverted  in  our  last  conversation  as  pro- 
Iiibiting  our  union,  no  longer  exist.  There,  Mr. 
'jftpsley,  is  my  hand :  I  know  not  whether  I  am 
'f^jbt  in  adding  that  you  have  for  some  time 
^Awacitscd  my  heart ;  and  since  it  appears  that 
yfa  still  retain  the  sentiments  you  were  once 
^(tibsed  to  profess,  I  will  not  conceal  that  I  am 
^iiow  ready  to  dedicate  to  your  happiness  the 
WK^hich  you  have  preserved." 
"*l**Altllough  Reuben  listened  to  every  word  and 
«j4U>Ie  of  this  speech  with  the  most  intense 
eagerness,  he  could  hardly  trust  the  evidence  of 
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hU  souses  as  to  its  import.  To  be  thus  «id> 
denly  aud  unexpectedly  elevated  from  the  »«•? 
abyss  of  despondency,  almost  bc\(i]dercd  hit  fa- 
culties^ and  his  whole  countenance  H^^cd  irjtb 
an  ungovernable  transport  of  joy  as  be  sriml 
the  profiered  hand,  pressed  it  to  his  heart,  tnd 
poured  forth,  in  a  hurried  and  incoherent  eno- 
ner,  the  most  ardent  vows  of  eternal  gntitudr 
and  love. 

At  this  happy  interview,  whicb  was  pnitncC«I 
to  two  or  three  fast-flitting  hours,  Heuhcn«a« 
too  much  entranced  with  delij^ht  to  have  a  con- 
sideration for  anything  but  the  enjoyment  of 
his  present  felicity — a  feeling  which  equiBj 
absorbed  his  whole  soul  iu  their  first  mcoCtngi 
afterwards.  But  he  at  length  bethought  \aa- 
self  of  bis  parents,  of  the  xnaaner  in  whidi 
be  stood  pledged  to  attempt  their  difiooroji 
and  then,  in  a  hesitating  manner,  and  with  t 
look  of  deep  apprehension,  he  declared  to  Hc^ 
len,  that  he  felt  bound  in  candour  to  make  oor 
important  communication,  whicb  he  tru^toi 
would  not  induce  her  to  retract  any  of  ibt 
generous  sentiments  in  his  favour  she  had  000* 
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descended  to  avow.  "  You  know,^  said  he, 
•*  the  sad  history  of  my  lost,  or  rather  of  my 
miBung  parents.  I  have  a  strong  persuasion 
that  they  are  still  alive — a  visionary  perhaps, 
but  a  deep,  ineradicable  conviction,  that  I  am 
destined  one  day  to  lenrn  their  fate,  it  may 
be  to  be  instrumental  in  discovering  them ; 
and  I  have  for  many  years  past  nmdc  a  com- 
pact with  my  own  soul,  that  when  my  ward- 
ship expired  I  would  ]>rocced  to  India,  in  the 
hope  of  ascertaining  their  doom.  Without  re- 
deeming this  pledge,  1  could  neither  live  nor 
<iie  in  peace.  That  duty  must,  indeed,  be  a 
flolemn  one,  whicli  could  urge  me  to  tear  my- 
a^If  from  your  side,  as  soon  as  circumstances 
may  allow  it,  to  perform  this  long  purposed 
voyage.  Had  I  been  in  the  army  or  navy,  we 
might  have  been  compelled  to  endure  a  similar, 
0t  a  longer  separation ;  and  I  trust,  that  you 
WJU  not  object  to  one  of  M-hich  the  object  is 
^  ao  hdly,  and  of  which  the  duration  will  as- 
'  iiaredly  be  as  short  as  possible,  since  my  re- 
'  tnm  will  bring  me  back  to  happiness  and  to 
^-  yourtdf." 


^'  A    separation,^   said  Helen,   "  woultl 
doubtless   painful   tQ  ua  botbt  but  it  i»  n 
l>etter  than  an  accusing  conscience,  that  voUJ 
for  ever  be  telling  you  of  on   unfulfillai  ah 
venant.     For  myaelf,  I  can  bear  any  thing  tfaK 
has  the  sanction  of  duty.     I  shall  be  authotiiod 
to  claim  the  protection  of  Mr.  Groldin^Mm*  iBd 
I  would  endeavour  to  beguile  tlie  time  of  vovtf 
al)sence,  by   the   sweet    hope  that  you  m^ 
})nng   nie   back    your    real    parents.  \a  <iiWdtf 
with  him  our  joint  duty  and  afiection." 

Reuben  te&titicd  his  sense  of  these  iMtttd 
generous  sentiments  by   a  fresh  burst  of  gn-- 
titude;  and  Helen,  on  her  part,  stipulated  thtf 
he    should   obtain    the  oooaent    of  Lord  Tt^- 
vanian ;  adding,  that  she  could  alrradr 
for  her  iiiother^s  joyful  acquiescence,  and 
gesting,    that   he    should    communiaitf  his 
tendons  to   Mr.  Goldinghaoi.      To    these 
Iiminary  arrangements,  he  of  course, 
cHjnsented;    and  after  aoother  lengthcnctl 
vcrsation,  that  bathed  his  whole  heart  in 
light,    he   at  length   tore   himself    a:way, 
hurried   home,   to  coinmunicate  the 
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thftt  had  made  so  sudden  and  so  total  a  change 
fb  al)  his  thoughts,  feelin<;s,  and  prospects. 
'  "Odsbobs!  boy?  what!  what!  what  I'*  eja- 
oolated  Goldingham,  before  he  had  half  finish- 
Ad  his  statement ;  '*  marry  Helen  Trevanian  ! 
Voo  don't  mean  to  say,  that  you  have  won  her 
lAcdom?** 

•  **  She  has  confessed  as  much,**  said  Reuben, 
**'in  a  manner  as  bewitching  as  the  acknow- 
ledgment itself  was  flattering.'" 

"  Give  me  your  hand,  Reuben,  give  me  your 

ImbkI.     You  are  a  cleverer  fellow  than  I  took 

yaa  to  be.     Never  thought  you   were  equal 

io'  such   a  capital   hit :  make  a  man   of  you. 

"What !  Helen  Trevanian  !  Adod  !  boy,  she 's  a 

J9wel,  a  paragon,  a  phoenix,  a  bird  of  Paradise 

«*r4cx>ks!  she's  a  thousand   times   better,   for 

•he's  a  woman   of    business;    knows   whale's 

-udMt ;  «ays  the  right  thing  in  the  right  place ; 

9tither  humdrum  nor  hoity-toity ;  clever,  long- 

^  llMded  girl  !  Helen  Trevanian !  give  you  joy, 

^  Jtfuben,    give    you  joy,    hem  !" — Slipping   a 

'*  iMiPp  of  sugar  into  his  mouth  at  these  words, 

i*  tuB  walked  up  and  down  the  room,  rising  on  his 

f 


120 


Afsi,by. 


toes,  so  a>i  to  give  a  swing  to  the  broittlf 

skirts  of'  his  coat,  and  fmapping  hi*  ftpfi>cT?  »IA 
deKght.  After  which  he  stopped  short,  tod 
said  with  an  altered  look  and  tone — "  Thtith 
one  thing,  ho*-evpr,  f^adly  ftganiBt  her"" 

*'  Indeed,  Sir/  exclaimed  Reuben  abr—  '^— 
**  T  was  not  aware  of  the  smaHest  pcv'^smi!.  - 
jection.^* 

"  Oh  no.  Sir,  of  eoiir»e  tiot ;  luT«n  *tt  wx 
in  the  habit  of  seeing  objections.  I  aHnAt  to 
her  forturte,' 

"  Sinrelr,  Sir,  yo«  are  joking,     i  Ttturi 
wealth,   indeed,  ni}'ftelf,  but    little  th< 
hear  you  urge  it  as  a  disadvantage.'* 

*'  No  disadTuntftge  to  tou,  perhaps,  Mt,  to- 
ben,  but  a  material  one  to  me.  WbAi,  Sir '  *' 
you  think  I  «11l  go  Ruing  for  her  haai  b 
JormA  panpvrh  ?  Kemetiibcr,  8ir,  I  biw 
birth  to  boast  of,  no  title  beyond  ditf 
British  merchant,  und  tliough  I  st^  T» 
reason  wh  j  my  adopted  son  sliould  not  vi^ 
to  the  daughter  of  the  proudest  DonhiEflg**^ 
(hem!)  I  confess  that  I  ahouLlnot  UirhiH^ 
be  upon  uneijual  termj  as  to  monejr. 
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my  management  the  wreck  of  your  poor  fa- 
tber*>  estate,  has  produced  for  you  a  littU' 
'  Ibrtunc  of  about  five  thousand  pounds,  so  that 
jou  lee  it  will  cost  me  just  fifteen  thousnnil 
to  enable  you  to  take  as  much  as  you  arc  tu 
receive.** 

**  My  dear  Sir,  you  quite  overwhelm  iiic 
with  your  generosity;  but  surely,  surely  it  is 
unnecessary,   and    I    cannot  think   of  rccoiv- 

*'  Lookye,  silly  Iwy.     Didn't  I  bid  ten  thou- 

aand   for    your   life  to  the    blustering   kiiavi> 

•     Jeffreys — more  than  your  head  was  worth,  y<Hi 

unlucky,   I   mean   you  lucky  dog?     WelL    1 

^    floly  paid  one ;  there  was  nine  thousand  saved  ; 

-     fire  of  your  own   makes  fourteen ;  so   that   I 

riiall  onlv  have  to  lose  six  after  all.*" 

•*  Indeed,  indeed.  Sir,  grateful  as  I  am  for 
*   your  liberalilv,  there  is  not  the  smallest  nei'ts- 

*'  Hold  your  tongue,  ^iirrah.     What !  is  Sir 

^  Jonah  Child   to   give  fifty  thousand    witli  his 

■'  daughter,  and  may  not  my  adopted  son  have 

*  twenty  ?     Not  a  word  more ;  I  will  not  meet 
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It  was  not  tluit  he  was  dazzled  b^^  the  brillii 
of  her  charms,  for  they  had  lost  something 
thdr  splendour  in  her  recent  lUness  and 
but  he  was  wonder-stricken  at  that  iudt 
tible  soul  |of  beauty  which   hovered  over  hr 
f^ce,  and  constituted  its  bewitching  expn^iictw 
Gonversant  as  his  ait  had  made  luxn  with 
various  modiiicationn  of  female    loveliaesSr 
had  studied  them  rather  with  reference  to  ihei 
t^jysical  symmetry,  than  to  the  moral  cffixt 
^^liich  their  combination   was   susceptiliicA  *^ 
hadfgrmed  xk>  conception  of  that  diviner  iis^,    . 
nf  the  face,  which  is  not  so  much  beauty  it«d^| 
OS  a  celestial  emanation  from  it.      It  box  be 
roadiJy  supposed  that    h'ttle  was  aocom])liifai 
in  this  first  essay.     He  was  coofiisexl  and  sitk 
tatedi — hb  hand  trembled — his  bruehcs  wcrcai 
of  order — bis  canvass  defective — his  easel 
steady,  and  oAcr  sketching  a  rude  outli2i£Y«hir 
was  repeatedly  cffaucd   and  renewed,  b^. 
posed  that  they  should  adjourn   MU  ^fae. 
nioriiing,  wlK'n  he  would  come  better  proTide(|| 
with  tlie  necessary  apparatus.  _    ^ 
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Ba^f  5'oclced  fiimsolf  up  in  his  own  room,  threw 
hiaisclf  into  a  chair,  heaved  a  deep  si^^h,  sup- 
ported his  head  upon  his  hand,  and  remnine<l 
1     in  that  attitude  for  a  considerablo  time,  lost  in 
^k  black  and  profound  melancholy.     Upon  his 
Hfecorery  from  this  stupor,  he  walked  up  and 
^UowD  the  room  in  an  agitation    as  vehement 
as  his  previous  abstraction  had  been  lethargic. 
H  Conscious  of  the  disorder  of  his  senses,  he  wtiM 
^krct  utterly  at  a  loM  to  explain  its  origin :  he 
Hhad  seen  a  beautiful    and  interesting  femafe. 
H^Vhat  then  ?    She  was  the  destined  wife  of  his 
friend,  his  benefactor;  and  he  could  not  po»- 
aibly  attribute  his  sensations  to  any  other  in- 
fluence than  to  the  surprize  of  his  faculties  at 
the  first  siglit  of  a  new  spocics  of  beauty; — a 

IAurprize  whicli,  like  the  inexplicable  shock  of 
electricity,  waa  vehement  and  alarming,  but 
evanescent.  With  the  novelty  of  the  object  iH 
influence  would  cease,  and  he  doubted  not  that 
after  a  few  days^  acquaintance,  he  would  be 
labled  to  gaze  upon  it  with  perfect  indiifc- 
ice. 
At  thdr  next  interview  be  abandoned  him- 
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'tktt^'  less  intense  per}ia!pf;  and  ab«orbiBf 
his'ffm  ffcbcmaiion,  bUl  sofftcientlV  eni 
to  drive  erery  other  thought  from  hw 
Fbrtunatelr  the  progn-ss  of  his  ttk&k  «M 
^ttfyoii  this  occasSoo  inccHMiMeat  Willi  fhe  jtiHiJ 
catidn  1^  his  Vis'rtb ;  ft  eren  allbrdevl  hm  tt 
-tttcuse  for  det'ourinf  hw  dikrm^  iHfff'asWii 
Fast  and  ^rewly  eye,  ^ichwas  iwfr  m  mA 
smitten  with  the  <arracefiil  lindtalflrtiofts  «f^hfr 
fine  form,  as  ii  had  prcvimi^fy  been  e*pti*'rtri 
by  the  irradiatian  of  beauty  that  plared 
herfkce.  •  *     I    o*^.l    mI 

Repeated  Bittings  upon  the  fbll6w)i^' 
presented  a  Dcariy  similar  Tepeti6ott  dTHlr' 
ceding  scenes,  the  artkt  etontinaing  W 
in  tlirough  all  his  senses  the  derp 
of  a  pas&iun,  whose  nature  and  tendency  hri 
stopped  to  inquire,  «id  which  he  kept 
tmiothered'  up  and  ednflned'  wtlini  hui'<i 
bosom.  Externally  he  was  m«umI)i«^  torititm. 
lethargic  as  usual;  but  within  hhn  ia4ft«a> 
raging,  which  he  nouri!«hed  and  fed  %nih 
whole  undiWded  thoiight  hy  fd^t  mtdbf' 


7or  the  first  time  in  luft  life  hia  hypocbondrmal 

^^JKeniptxftincnt  ollawcd  hiru  in  imd  a  hsppinet* 

BiB;lii»]OWii  thoughts  ''or  they  were  devotfd  tii 

JUMen ;.  nnci  ki  tirdcr  tliat  lie  might  enjoy  them 

[|h{3  &hook  off  all  wxriety  with  a  morose  impn- 

ami  f^unged  into  the  most  lonflj  WQil 

iflequestcred    Bolitudes*  where   he  would   ahan- 

,{joa  himself  to  deltciuus  reveries,  while  others 

fftbought  him  a  prey  to  sullen  melancholy. 

Meanwhile  the  portrait  advanced  rapidly  and 

jpliccesafully  toward*  completion  ;    the  likeness 

lifiog  to  be  spirited,  striking,  and  ])crfect. 

Fever  had  he  been   half   so  felicitous  in  his 

exerUon&,  either   as   to    style   or   re»cnihlaDce. 

Ills  success,  at  which  even  he  himself  was  as- 

tifthed,  was  ol)viou&ly  a  species  of  inspiration. 

*ke  iHUbusiasm  of   his  whole  soul  had  been 

ivey«d  into  bis  pencil,  and  his  work  breathed 

tk   tho  -vivid  eamostness  and    fervour  with 

iwhich   it  had    been  prosecuted.     Every  body 

;nows  that  the  picturi'  of  the  Misers,  infinitely 

the  best  production  of  the  artist  who  executed 

Ui  was  produced  under  the  immediate  impulse 

love,  that  he  might  obtain  a  painter'*  daugh- 


It 

of 

IB, 
«^ 

tah 

ted 

itm 

her  J 

Hii 

and  ti 

had  hi 

thatca 

alioired 


rrning  in  a  few  days  to  marry  IIcUn» .  IV- 

to  him  the  astounding  fact,  tb^t  Ik'  wa» 

less  desperately  than  culpably  in  ItJVti  ^vith 

affianced  mistress  of  bis  fnwf>d  aVfl  i,bQi|«* 

pA,  terrible  raeoUl  struggle  i^-a&  (Jb^t^iiiT 

[UeDce  of  this  di^covq^y.  ..Seop^th  jl^Qcold* 

surface  which  seemed' to  eav^V^P^  ^^ 

hilarious  being,  tliere  was  a  juddfm  volcang^ 

tich  was  alow  to  kindle^  but  of  a  nature^  when 

36  iguited,  to  bu|^  with  a  fatal  and  i^ngu-, 

Jble  fury.     Tttece  waa  xiothiug  dvctile  ip* 

compositioDy    the  intractable   inateholjf  of 

iniiui  requiring  a  strong  effort  to  bend  them 

any  purpose,  and  retaining  the  tendency  they 

once  received^  with  a  commeusurate  obstu 

Nature  had,  perhaps,  mixed  up  in  him 

inciples  of  good  and  evU  ia  no  very  unf^ 

tie  proportions;    but  it  depepdccj,  |Llp9gf 

circumstancesj  which  should  be  fii^i 

forth  and  obtain  the  ascendancy.,  ,|ju 

Shame,  remorse,   and  all  tlie  direst  agooios 

penitent  guilt,  hauntcd^his  conscience  upoa 

I  first  awal^c•^in7  to  a  sco$c  of  his  ti^eacherous 

AU  the   instance^  of  R^^be^'s.gcv 
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49ruita>  hi&  rei^ent  illpc»«,'  a>s«.  up  WJu4flHift 
^^ainat  Inm^  and  the  b^taeae^  of  bi^  ii^t^iudc 
toward^  one  who  \\ajd  twice  fkce^erved  liu 
smolc  him  m\h  a  proporUoDM^  h^rcpr.  JW 
vith  the  caau»try  tliot  enaliJlea  a  wmstsfiufg^mai 
to  minisltr  to  its  uwn  wial)«^  however  mmiMl 
or  absurd*  be  reflected  in,  «  monient  after. 
Lift  oousin  niight  be  un^uooesbful  is  bis 
Lord  TrcTouiaa  i  i\ml  Hfiai  miiglitr  ia  vuo- 
sequtfQce^  Fejeot  hiai>  vheax:  jhc>  field  «f  ber 
fav^r  would  be  a?;  fairly  opened  to  hiiBMtf  •* 
to  any  otlwr  compL'tuor ;  and  that  ia  tlic  «raa- 
limc,  he  uii^ht  just  ma  vteli  continue  Us  viab 
to  Harp&den  liall ;  fiinoe^  if  lieuben  rrtuFMli 
with  the  cxpLH:ted  sanction  to  the  tnania^*  \m 
was  rosolvfd  to  tear  hioiadf  immedsMeij  aw»j, 
bid  an  eternal  adiou  to  hb  capcivator,  sfld 
hasten  back  to  London.  ,  i . .   .  ..r: 

Laying  this  tIattt^^ng  uBclion  ;to  hu  4P«L 
he  set  ojf  next  morning  to  resuinc  hk  latt 
Strange  delujuionB  exalted  hi»  ittiagisMiititNiaiibr 
pursued  his  painting,  and  saocwwd:  «the  am?- 
gefitions  of  IleJetif  while  she  &tood  by  Uk 
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■  MmI,  af  one  time,  %hen  she  Tinconsciou^ily  laid 
I  her  h^nd  upon  hifi  to  direct  his  {k-dcH,  it  made 
him  th^l]  throu^^h    every  ^biie,  and  sent  htm 
Mme   in   ari  extraTngnnce  of  undefined  hope 
land  an  intoxication  of  spirit,  wMch  e\'cii  shone 
through  the  opnque  tegument  of  Ins  body,  and 
Hghted  up  his  usually  heavy  and  morose  coiin- 
Ceflaoee  with  an  unnatural  flare  at  triumph. 
tivA  aiagnlar  infatuation   now  took  possessiim 
yyf  his   txmd.     He   flattered   himself  vith  the 
lg0  notion  that  he  was  not  quite  tndilferrnt 
-WHelen,  that  if  Reuben  were  unsuccessful,  he 
miglit  become  his  successor  in  her  fa%'our,  and 
'from  that  moment  he   exhibited  a  change  of 
eharartor    not     less    extraordinary    than     the 
hallucination  from   which    it    proceeded.     His 
Idress  was  improved  alniot^t  to  an  aifectation  of 
sprucencss;    he    discarded    his   slouching  gait, 
and    walked    erect;     eren    his    eyes    became 
brighter,    the   expression   of  his  whole  coun- 
tenance more  lively,  his  conversation  more  spi. 
rited.     It  seemed  as  if  his  faculties,  physical 
and  moral,  which  had  not  previously  receiveil 
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iheir  full  devclopemenl,  were  now  rapidly  im- 
folding  themselves.  The  torch  of  love 
•applied  the  true  Promethean  fire,  which 
alooe  wanting  to  his  perfect  animation, 
every  day  exhibited  some  new  evidence  of  i 
ins|)iring  and  vivifying  effect.  He  took  care 
supply  himself  with  an  exc^ise  for  daily 
fits  to  Helen,  by  purposely  delaying  tlie 
pletioD  of  the  portrait;  while  io  bifr  •!) 
chamber  he  beguiled  the  hours,  and  a{ 
MTOC  time  ftjstered  his  ill-fated  paeaon,  bl 
linl&hlngr  witi)  exquiftite  paina,  a  Aumil  topj, 
which,  though  scarcely  more  than  a  niiniatit 
and  painted  from  memory,  was  Kardly  a  I 
faithful  resemblance  tlian  the  original,  so  deeply 
was  every  feature  of  Helen  impressed  upcn  fai» 
nnnd. 


J 


IXUBKK   AFfiLEY.  ISS 


CHAPTER  V. 

How  grefit  a  toil  to  stem  tlic  rafrinp  flfHxl, 
When  baauty  stirs  the  mass  of  youthful  Mood  I 
AVhen  the  tiwiJn  veiuH  with  cirrliiig  torronts  rUey 
And  softer  passions  speak  thronirh  wishinir  eyes. 
The  voice  of  lleason  'h  drown'd ;  in  rain  it  ftpeaki), 
When  liasty  aii^r  dye«  the  f;looDiy  cheeks, 
And  vengeful  pride  hurries  the  mwrtal  on 
To  deeds  unheard^  and  cruelties  unknown. 

Basil  was  dttinf^  one  morning  in  his  own 
chamber,  contemplating  the  miniature  we  have 
mentioned,  and  lost  in  reveries  as  to  the  pos- 
sibility of  his  ever  being  united  to  Helen,  when 
he  heard  footsteps  approaching  the  door ;  and 
had  hardly  time  to  conceal  the  portrait,  before 
Reuben,  who  had  arrived  at  a  late  hour  of  the 
previous  night,  entered  the  room  with  a  de- 
jected air,  saying,  "  I  am  sure,  my  dear  Basil, 


IM 
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you  will  ftyn^pathize  with  rty  diatltiiB,  mMen  I 
infonn  you  that  Lord  Trevanian  ha«  p«mi!p- 
tJMiiy,  and  even  fa^ltingly,  rejee<«l  «wrwbt*| 
.  (.f*  Rejected  youi*  eirit  !**  cried  the  anistv 
^Xk'g  from  hia  chair,  and  olnpping  hk 
logethor,  while  a  sudden  flush  of  joy 
over  his  features — "  rejected  your  rait  ?  !"- 
But  the  agitation  was  in«tantaneous:  fiui 
ment  he  recolleeted  himself,  and  reiliDg  Ikn  £r( 
in  its  usual  cloudy  expression,  he  reseated 
self,  exclaiming,  "  How  veiy  unfortunafef- 
After  uttering  which  words,  lie  fixed  his 
upon  the  ground,  appai'ently  lost  in 
thought. 

**  Ye«  '  resumed  Ilcuben ;  **  not  only  did 
treat  us  with  a  pointed  indignity,  which 
down  upon  him  a  severe  rebuke  from  mr  tii 
but  he  had  the  heartlessness  to  dcrlare  that 
would  rather  see  liis  daughter  dead  at  hli  M^ 
than  married  to  a  rebel,  who  had  dared  to  taH 
up  arms  against  his  most  sacred  and  aw«Btrf_ 
Majesty" 
w "  Then  there  is  an  end  of   the  nxarriw^e 
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fa^  BaMJ,  trying  to  couceal  hi*  cxulutioa  uiv- 
|er  «n  assumed  calmnefis.  tnir  iimAni 

^-.YrQod  ibrbkl  i"  ejucuiated  Reuben  :  *'  I  •hall 
imediatdy  proceed  to  see  I£«leD,  »nd  womayy 
llorhaps,  device  aomv  uxpediunt  to  remove  liic 
i^ordfihip*s  objeotioDs ;  |>erhu|M>  tdie  iiiuy  be  iu- 
ducetl  to  di.^pense  with  hiH  cunHenl.     Oh,  Uiat 
^KUoibrtunatc  expedition  of  Monmouth  !  evil  was 
^L4h^  hour  when  I  joined  it  \" 
H^.,  **  I  never  was  a  mbel*^  muttered  Basil,  in  an 
HftbMUt  mood  ;    adding,  85  he  prcseiitly   n.caU 
lected  bii»]»elf,  "  it  was  indeed  a  fatal  iodibcre- 
;ti^n.     Did  you  say  that  Helen  hud  now  witji- 
drawn  her  consent?"  t»t<* 

^Lj^I  have  not  yet  seen  her,^  replied  Reuben, 
atruck  with  the  atran^  peculiarity  of  liis  cou- 
sin's manner,  as  well  as  with  the  general  change 
his  appearance  and  demeanour,  although  he 
raa  too  much  absorbed  in  his  own  grief  to 
L'(>fstow  upon  them  more  than  a  momentary  at* 
»tion. 

After  a  few  minutes^  conversation,  tlurefoEe, 
|amd  iiome  inquiries  relative  to  the  portrait,  he 
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left  him  ;  antl  wa?  proceeding  tlirougjj 
<»^  i'^.f 

ID  d<^p  pouniing  rushed  towards  him  from 
po^bfl  fell  upon  her  kno^  and  jh(>lding 
pistol  in  each  hand,  which  she  poiatcil  i^} 
hiqi,  cri^  out,  "  His  blood  is  not  upoo 
head!     The  Lord  l>e  praised  f     The 
prai^  -" 

Startled  at  this  alarming  object, 
top)^  f  I  jfirst^  for  aome  ipazu4c  or  .assasbm, 
recoiled  for  a  moment,  and  then  rushing, b] 
the  wotnan,  snatched  the  pistola  froiuher  \) 
which  she  willingly  resigned,  excLuniing,  *' 
thew  I  take  them  1     I    never  luoked  tm,v4 
without  hearing  the  Devil  wbisp^iog,  i» 
eari<P  blow  out  mj  brains  with  tJ^eni,  Qjf  bo 
hang  myself  as  Judas  did^  o^^^  t^^,  had  tal 
the  blood  money.     It's  the  mercy  pf'IIorf 
tliat  I  liavc  neitlier  done  one  nor  t*otJker, 
couldn*t  die  without  having  your  p<!r'i'"'— « 
that  youfor^ve  me — only  say^thj^  > 
remember   that   it  was  to  s^ve^  mj,  01 
Willy — my  own  flesh  and'  blood — :that  Ji 
you  ^1^  .JJ^^„^Jf^^;i^^^|  ^,  lanaxa 


Reuben  reco^iaed  the  peasant-woman  who  had 
prtjcured  his  apprehension  by  the  soldiers,  and 
raising  her  from  her  kneeling  posture,  spoke  t«> 
her  with  great  kindness,  a&sured  her  of  his  en- 
tire forgiveness,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  she 
rOiald  now  be  happier  in  her  mind. 

Blessings  on  your  head,  aiy  dear,  kind,  y6ung 

ttleman,'"    said  the   woman ;    ***  but,    as  to 

inesft,  lack-a-day,  lack-a-day  f  I  shall  never 

any  in  this  world,  since  I  have  lost  my 

boy.  But  I  deserved  it— I  deserved  it  all — 

for  my  sinful  treachery.     You   have  forgiven 

fne,  however ; — the  Devil  will  no  longer  whisper 

me  out  of  the  pistors  mouth  when  I  am  sit- 

al)  alone,  or  lying  in  my  bed.     I  shall  be 

tb  say  my  prayers,  and   I  hope  to  sleep 

[uietly  o'  nights,   which   I    have  ne\'er  done 

Calling  down  fresh  blessings    on  his 

id,  and  shedding  tears  of  gratitude,  the  poor 

racaAxi  then  took  her  dci>arturc,  and  Ilculien, 

iTing  restored  the  pistols  to  his  drawer,  prcv 

led  to  Harpsden  Hall. 
After  communicating  the  unfortunate  result 
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left, him;  and  was  procc^dipg  through, ^ih^ ball, 
on  hJB  wav  to  Lady  Trcvanian's,  ^^^^frflb 
in  4^p  pM?Mrn'mg  ru&hed  towards  him,  from  Iht, 
porch^  fell  upon  her  knees,  nod  hoUiu^  up  4^ 

pistol  in  each  handj  which  she  poi;  -jri^ 

hi^  pij^etl  out,  "His   blood  is   mi    uj-'u  loj, 
head!     The  Lord  l>e  praised  !     T!u   T.,.rd  K 

^^tartled  at  thiB  alarming  deject,  vliQg):<k3 
[^^?^j4fV!^"^l^**'^  ^^^  maniac,  or  ,i|aita«aLn^  %j 
recoiled  for  a  moment,  and  then  ru slung  uytPH 
tlic  woman,  snatched  the  pistols  fro«n  hec  hauL 
which  she  willingly  resided,  exclaiming,  "  X*Uj 
them  !  take  them !  1  never  Ipoked  on  tbea 
without  liearing  the  Devil  vhi&perifi^ 
ear  to  blpi^  out  my  brains  with  thenu.pT  ^  R 
hong  myself  as  Judas  did»  af^e^  he,  had 
the  blood  money.  It 's  the  mercy  qf  j(^afT^ 
that  I  have  ncitlier  done  one  nor  |'*oikcC|  hut.l, 
co^tln't  die  without  having  your  pafdooj 
that  y9i*|fQrgive.  jne — only  say  the  wardt 
rcc^pmber  Jhttt  it  was  tp  ^ye  tp\ 
Willy — my  own  flesh  and  blood — .that  I  ffKf 
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ifpcA  looKfrig  afHe/'fiSD'  more  fi^tetiWvely,' 
Reuben  recof»Tii2ed  the  peasant-woman  who  had 
pfocured  his  apprehension  by  the  soldiers,  and 
rising  her  from  her  kneeling  posture,  spoke  to 
her  with  great  kindness,  a&sured  her  of  his  eti-'^ 
tire  forgiveness,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  «he 
rould  now  be  happier  in  her  mind.         '  '   ^ 

Blessings  on  your  heat],  my  dear,  kind,  yoiiti^  ' 
itleman,"    said  the    woman ;    "  but,    as   tn 
liness,  lack-a-day,  lack-a-day  I  I  shall  never 
know  any  in  this  world,  nnce  I  have  lost  my 
boy.  13ut  I  deserved  it— I  deserved  it  all — 
my  sinful  treachery.     You   have  forgiven 
roe,  however ; — the  Devil  will  no  longer  whisper 
to  me  out  of  the  pistors  mouth  when  I  am  sit- 
ig  all  alone,  or  lying  in  my  bed.     I  shall  be 
to  say  my  prayers,  and   I  hope  to  sleep 
(irietly  o^  nights,    which    I    have  never  done 
Calling  down  fresh  blessings    on  hi« 
id,  and  shedding  tears  of  gratitude,  the  poor 
^otnan  then  took  her  departure,  and  JleubeUi 
iving  restored  the  pistob  to  his  drawer,  pro- 

lod  to  liarpsden  Hall. 
After  communicating  the  unfortunate  result 
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of  hifi  misfnon.  At  which  lI^iSD  vm  iDore^ 
Aifwd  thRn  auqirixedy  be  urged  the  «lRadvr 
Jbwfawreci  approbation  erf  ber  mother*  thr  Img 
nbgloct  of  xUe  paternal  diitSes  on  tbe  part  W 
Lord  Trev&tiiaa,  and  implored  htf  to  sufltf  Ae 
match  to  go  on  n'ithout  avaitini^  his  caftffatrt 
•  if^'No^  no  i'^  she  repHed^  in  a  placid  but  <M- 
are  font ;  **  he  is  still  mj  fatber^  attd  ^km^ 
he  may  perhaps,  in  some  de^rcb^  hare  lufj^ottc* 
his  duties,  that  ib  no  reason  vbv  I  flbooM  b( 
unobservant  of  mine.** 

'•.'ISurely,  my  doar  HrJen,  ibere  is  tittle » 
apect  due  to  bis  Lord&hip.** 
T^' There  is  not  tbe  leas  dua  to-  niyirlf. 
must  have  been  already  sufficiently  annojed^ 
poor  Adt'line's  indiscretion,  and  it  mufll 
said  that  botli  liis  daughters  justi&rd  fay 
misconduct  the  indifiVreooe  he  had  mtnifcilrf* 
I  will  write  lo  him  ;  tny  earnest  Boppiieiliiii 
may  peHiaps  ao(tea  his  heart,  Um^  br  taM^ 
may  l>end  him  to  cnir  wifihes;  but  M  iHflftif 
but  the  failure  cf  every  othur  expedient  owU 
Justify  positive  disobedieiice,  ire  have  bo  d(l 
at  pre»ent  for  baring  recourse  to  it." 
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•vf  too  Well  the  i^lm  steodincfvs  with  ^Kidi 

adhered  Co  all  resolutions  found(*d  upon  a 

ii\e  of  duty,  to  urge  his  req«»est  any  fArtlior, 

Itenting  hraisolf  with  her  promise  that  she 

tiHd  immediately  write  to  his  Lordship  iiifluch 

*rin5  of  urgency  as  her  own  feolinga   migikt 

LCe.       She   wrote  accordingly,  and   with  a 

angled)  touching  subnu»fliun,  and  atfcctiunate 

■py  of  np[>ca!,  tliat   raigiit  have  moved  any 

formed  of  penetrable  materials ;  but  bis 

^rdship's  awful  and  chilling  statcliiieia  fek  it- 

outrageoufily  aggrieved  by  this  act  of  in- 

tbordinatioiiy  and  he  not  only  refused  his  ooD- 

it  in  the  most  peremptory,  and  even  abunve 

t,  to  her  marriage  with  the  relx*],  aa  be 

died  Reuben,  but  with  much  menace   and  io- 

ive  commanded  her  to   receive  the  Squire 

her   husband,   since  certain  political  ronn- 

tionft  rendered  him  a  desirable  persoti  for 

Boo-in-law.     To  be  urged    from   such    un- 

ly  motives  to  abandon  the  man  she  loved, 

give  her  hand  to  one  whom  she  detested, 

to  be  goaded  to  a  blind  obedience  as  if  she 

«i  mer«  nullity  in  the  transaction,  wm  not 
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less  revolting  to  lier  pride  than  painful  to  bff 
heart.     She  ag&in  wrote,   urging   the  impo«ft> 
hility   of  compliance,  and    imploring  hi" 
yield  to  her  wishes,  but  her  submissive  a^j - 
only  drew  forth  >-iotent,  and  even  furiooi 
joinders ;   to  heighten   her  cmharrassmenti 
Squire,  when  he  could   not  gain  adnuscioo  ob 
the  house,  tormented    her  with  letters. 
fJterilfllely  with  menace  and  reproach  ;— 
whenever  opportunity  oflfered,  conduclr ; 
self  towards  her  with   a  passionate  wani 
liuiguage  and  manner  which  she  could  ox 
dentand,  and  which  she  was  afraid  to 
to  his  cousin,  though  sho  failed  not  to  rrprni 
it  as  much  as  was  m  her  power; — and 
tiiat  the  most  tender  alarms  might  be  atUed 
her  other  subjects  of  annoyance,   she  li'rJ 
daily  ai^prchension  of  a  fracas  between 
and  the  Squire,  since  it  had  come  to  her  know- 
ledge that  the  former  had  given  notice  tol 
Hval  that  he  would  not  allow  him  to  coni 
his  visits  at  Harpsden  Hall,  when  its  mini 
had  so  often  desired  to  be   freed  from  his  ii 
portunities ;  and  from  the  desperate  and  rw*^ 
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character  of  IlartfioUI,  6he  bad  little  e^,, 
tion  that  he  would  abandon  his  detei^t^.i 

Influenced  by  these  circumstances  and  deft^v 
ring,  after  repeated  atiet»pts»  of  mpUifyiqg. 
obdurate  father,  she  began  to  li3ten  .injilt), 
tncTfe  com}>lHceDcy  to  her  mother's  advice  tha|(> 
e  should  con^ient  to  a  private  marriage  with 
ubep,  as  the  sole  means  of  extricating  lieracjf 
such  a  ho«t  of  perils  and  vexations.    A 
letter  which  she  received  at  this  period  from  li«r 
tiater  Adeline    had    no   small   influence    upon 
►  -'the  question.     In  this  epbtle  tlie  unfortunate 
^'^  V  Gahagan  sang  a  woful  palinodef  makiogiA 
most  dolorous  recantation  of  all  htr  hanguine 
ictions,  and  flattering  (K}rtraits  of  her  hua*i> 
d.     The  Captain,  it  appeared,  had  beard  ia 
arioiiH  quarters  that  Miss  Trevanian  bad  b«en ' 
•'  left  a  free  legacy  of  twenty  thousand   pounds ; 
e  did  not  know   that  Adeline   hod  an  eUkfc 
Iter:  and  ^he  W^rsclf  confessed  tluit  when  b» 
ad  cnngratulatotl  her  upon  her  gwHl  fortune, 
«!k-  bad  conlirrned  htm  in  lus  mistake  by  rcceii-- 
juoli  lihe  endeavoured  lo 
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p^Uiate  her  oondiict  By  'ufgin^  thai  ihe  «> 
nokflktly  in  Iotg  wiili  liim  at  the  time,  and  M 
only  practised  a  tUeni  ileceptioa.  Mo»t  bn- 
terlj  bod  she  socm  occasion  to  rue  thb  taol 
duhonesty.  When  her  enraged  husbaod  ^ 
tccted  the  impoaitiaD,  whon  lie  found  famnlt 
saddled  with  a  fliglity,  helpless,  }je«uijles»  gM 
whose  father  refused  to  notice  him,  he  notooit 
indignantly  upbraided  her  with  the  fmid  abe 
had  practised,  but  treated  her  wiifa  bilnCni) 
negligence  and  evea  crusty.  To  add  to  her 
misfortunes  his  habit»  were  dissolute,  sod  (k 
was  hampered  with  debts;  so  that  his  ilUktal 
wife  was  frequently  exposed  to  prtvatians^tfd 
|>er]x^tually  liable  to  tlie  humiliating'  losoki  d 
duns  and  bailiifs.  Such  was  the  matt  wbffi 
the  foolish  girl  had  married  upon  a  ^^tfaannfii 
conviction  of  his  unimpcocliable  inCegri^v  io* 
exhaustible  amiability,  and  tnnttingirith***** 
love.*" 

Helen  saw  at  once*  after  the  perusal  of  t^ 
most  distressing  letter,  that  her  poor  sast^ 
only  chance  of  being  treated  with  auy  sort  nf 
respect  by  such  a  character,  was  to  purcii* 
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tnce^  and  hribe  him  to  decency  by 
stipend  tliat  sliould  be  made  contingent 
tit  ItiA  gotxi  behaviour.     But  how  was  this  to 
laccoDiplished  ?     Lord  Trevanian  would  be 
le  likely  to  acknowledge  an  appeal   to  his 
^hea  that  to  hie  heart  hod  failed ;  no  de- 
ioo  coukl  be  made  from  her  mother's  narrow 
without  the  sacrifice  of  some  comfort 
she  had  been  accustomed  ;  and  Helen 
hod  no    power  over  her  own    fortune 
il  after  her  marriage.     The  idea  of  Adeline's 
distresa,  joined  to  tlie  reflection  that 
hen«.4f  wu  tlie  only  person  who  could  alle- 
it,  haunted  her  like  a  chimera ;  and  the 
Helen,  who    had    refused    to    marrv 
Ae  thought  it  might   compromise    her 
happineiiA,  now  consented  to  the  same 
intbe  affectionate  hope  of  promoting  it. 
\t  CTtn  this  acquiescence  was  made  con- 
upon  the  sanction  of  Goldingham,  and 
snce  at  the   marriiigo  ceremony,  which 
CT^ulting   Reuben    hastened    to    bespeak. 
•*  Why,  iookec,  boy,''  said  hi»  uncle,  "  if  you 
ce  going  to  sneak  into  a  family,  and  steal  an 
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licirpsB  fur  the  saike  isnot  Tbrtune,  I  ifamiU 
the  last  man  to  countetuuice  anj  such  £rt; 
ceeding.     But  as  vou  proposed   to  the  girl 
fore  ahe  had  a  penny,  demanded   her  npefilv 
her  father  when  she  was  an  hetresv^  and,  anfor- 
tanalely  for  mj  pocket,  meaa  to   lake  i 
fortune  as  vou  receive^   I   see  no  good 
why  you  should  not  marry  her  upon  any 
yoa  can.     And  so,  my  dear  boy,  I  will  tconb^ 
pony  you  to  the  church  with  pleasure ; 
the  old  Don  should  think  fit  to  make 
you  may  tell  him  that  his  daughter  has 
into  a  family  three  times  as  rich  as  his  uirtt, 
that  we  don't  care  a  button  for   him — Hrtn^ 
So  saying  he  pulled  up  his  formal  cni«-at« 
his  close  wig   ox'er  his  ears*    struck  hit 
sharply  upon  the  terrace,  where   the  con 
tion  had  taken  place,  and  paced  along  it  with 
air  of  considerable  dignity. 

As  Helen  was  under  age,  it  was  noocMcr 
that  the  marriage  should  take  place  by  fn^ 
lication  of  banns,  a  ceremony  which  It  appt^nt' 
difficult  to  render  consistent  with  the  wci^ 
necessary  to  prevent  any  obstruction  of  the  ;'■' 
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^^Mdings  from  the  de»permte  and  violent  Squire. 

This,    hiiwever,    was  happily  obviated.     G<^ 

^■Ainghoni  hod  purchased  an  advow»oa  with  Ikin 

^HHrtate,  and  bad  promiacd  the  beDefiGe,  when  it 

^bK>uld  become  vacant,  to  an  old  schoolfellow, 

now  in  advanced  life,  who  was  acting  as  curate 

of  a  miserable  little  finhing  village,  on  tlie  coast 

of  Devonshire.     In  this  sequestered  »pot>  where 

there  wu.h    hardly  a  possibility  of   the  naines 

being    recognized,    it  was  arranged    that   the 

^■hanna  should  be  published.     The  circumstances 

were  communicated  in  ctmfidcnce  to  the  worthy 

^mpAsior^  who  only   stipulated  that  they  should 

^Kpreviuusly  conform   to  those  easy  observances 

wiuch    the    law    required  to    constitute    them 

hiii  imrishuner^  ;  and  Helen,  delighted  to  escape 

from  the  persecutions  of  the  Squire,  and  the 

■Ail)?r  venal  suitors  by  whom  she  was  tormented, 

^nccompanicd  her  mother  to  the  village,  where 

^they  took  up  their  quarters  at  the  humble  Par- 

^^Mjoage  House  ;  wliile  Reuben  procured  acconi- 

^^iAodatious,  or  rather  lodgings  at  an  adjacent 

cottage,  whose  fat^ade  boasted  no  other  decora- 

ion  than  a  double  row  of  fish  hanging  up  to 

voXm  in.  K 
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leftthiio;  and  was  proce^ing  througl^  il^^  1>»I1 
OQ  his  waj  to  Lady  Trcvaniau's,  wlu 
in  deep  m^^roing  rushed  CowardR  hira  fr 
pcn;ch,  fell  upon  her  knees  and  bidding  uu  j 
pistol  io  each  band,  which  &he  poitUed  tow4rdfe 
him,  cried  out>  *^  His  blood  is   not  upi'i 
head!    The  Lonl  U-  nr.^.i?  i     an-  T     ..  i.. 


lulll 


^^t^^^^  this  aiarmiag  ol^ect. 
tooj^  ,,^V,Ars^^^^  ^^^  tpaniac  or  aasa&»i  >,   i- 
recoiled  for  a  monicnt,  and  then  rushing. 
the  woman,  snatched  tho  pistols  fram  bee  I 
which  she  willingly  roeigned,  exclaiming. 
them  !  take  them  I     I    ncv^  looked  on  tbeoi 
without  hearing  the  Peril  whispering  in  mv 
eatfto  blow  out  ray  brains  with  tliem^  ty^  lo  g^, 
hong  myself  as  Judas  did«  after  hc^  had  uMf , 
th«  blood  money.     It's  the  mer^j  t^  f^itffffpOi  ^ 
that  I  have  neither  dntieone  nor  t'ottcf,  but  I,^ 
co^du't  die  without  having  your  pardoQ — w 
that  youTorgive  me — only  say  th<:  yfixr^x.^^^ 
rem^ber   that    it  was  to  save  mj^pwA  .Mfji 
Willy — my  own  flesh  andj  blopd^tlMt 
yoi^  pf|-  ^jf^a^J^^,  nroiixao 
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meintTrifll's  in  the  church-yard  attested  how 
y  of  its  inmates  hod  been  victims  to  thr 
herouB  element^  and  the  remorseless  wavei* 
tiing  upon  the  coast,  until  they  hod  already 
away  the  rocky  stones  by  which  the  burial- 
ground  had  been  shored  up,  seemed  to  be 
roaring  and  ravening  for  the  recovery  o£  their 
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prey. 

In    this  cheerless  sectuRiun,  Helen,  released 
rom  the  angry  mandates  and  mercenary  im- 
portunities by  which   she  had  been    harasfted, 
Ljoytng   the   society  of    the   man   she  loved, 
living  in   a  tranquil    retirement    tliat  was 
congenial    to    her    temperament,    tasted   a   se- 
e  happiness  to  >\hich  &hc'  had  lung  been  a 
anger.     Reuben  was  in  a  state  of  supreme 
'city ;    the  short  jx-riod    prescribed   by  law 
r   rapidly   away   upon  the   wings  of   love, 
the  Sunday  soon  arrived  which  was^  fixed 
r  the  first  pubUcation  of  the  banns. 
Far  different  were  the  feelings  that  agitated 
e  unfortunate  Basil  during  this  interval.     Al- 
ugh  it  had  been  agreed  by  all  parties  that 
e  arrangements  for  the  marriage  should  be 
H  2 
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kept  a  profound  secret,  ReuTien  did  mrt 

ceive  that  his  confidential    friend  and 

could  be  mcluded  in  the  interdict*  and  io 

unsuspecting  frankness   of    his  heart  had 

*vealed  to  him  the  whole  plan.     From  thu 

ment  the  artistes  bosom  became  an  ai^na 

^•jthe  contending  passions  fought   with  an 

cribable  fury.     Hitherto  he   had  nouriib 

vague  undefined  hope  that  after  Lord  T 

nian's  rejection  of  the   suit  it  would  be 

doned ;  he  had  lent  himself  to  the  strange 

lusion  that  Helen  entertained  a  secret 

for  him  which  the  first  favourable  cinninu 

nught  develope  ;  and  while  waiting  the 

of  events  he  Imd  at  least  enjoyed  the 

of   ho}w,  and  been  allowed   frequent  op 

nities  of  contemplating  the  charms  which  lad 

operated  such  a  fatal  revolution  in  his  mfni 

All  his  WsioDS  of  bliss  were  now  not  only  \o\f 

disjwrsed  for  ever,  but  he  was  to  be  denial  tir 

sight  of  her  whom  he  loved ;  sJie  was  to  h 

seclude<l  and  secreted  in  order  that    llie  fBJw- 

ment  of  her  society  might  be  exdusiTeW  b- 

stowed  upon  another,  upon  his  rival,  upon  li» 
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<>pen)y  I  Tliis  la.st  worJ  which  c»cAp«d  from 
lum  in  his  soliloquy  ncalled  him  for  a  moment 
tQ  hU  senses^  and  he  shuddered  at  his  own 
Bgjtrqcity.  What !  Reuben  his  enemy !  Reu* 
ben  who  hafl  been  perpetually  showering  bene- 
fits upon  him,  who  had  twice  saved  his  life  ! — 
TJie  very  thought  was  horrible,  he  recoiled 
from  tlie  enormity  of  his  own  ingratitude,  and 
repeatedly  rcuiiuded  liimself  that  the  time  was 

w  come  for  reaUzing  all  those  virtuous  reso- 
Ifitions  which  he  hod  so  long  promised  to  ex- 
te  wlien  the  proper  moment  sliould  arrive. 
He  would  now  sliow  that  he  could  obtain  the 
mastery  over  his  stubborn  and  rebellious  mind ; 
he  would  prove  himself  worthy  of  the  friend- 

ip  he  had  experienced ;  he  would  tear  him- 
for  ever  from  the  spot,  and  leave  Reuben 

d  Helen  to  the  happiness  which  they  both  so 
richly  merited. 

Thus  would  he  sometimes  struggle  for  good 

with  a  desperate  energy  ;  but  the  evil  principle 

ultimately  prevailed,  and  he  gave  himself  up  at 

^UAAt  to  a  sort  of  fatalism,  imagining  man  to  be 

little  better  than  a  madiine  governed  by  cir- 
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cumstancea,  and  that  it  is  raia  for  him  to 
tend  with  his  predestined  dcMun.  In  this  iki- 
gcrous  faith,  abandoning  his  mind*  like  a  a^ 
without  a  rudder,  to  the  mercy  of  the  stonqr 
elements  that  assailed  it,  be  relAoeed  inlo  Ui 
old  habits;  a  darker  cloud  of  despoodenc^ 
hung  ujx>n  his  lowering-  brow;  he  ■gaiBBv- 
lected  his  appearance,  and  only  arouaed  kn- 
self  from  fits  of  gloom  and  stupor,  to  ochiotiiI 
bursts  of  fury  abnost  amounting  to  ddiriuB, 
in  which  he  meditated  a  thousand  mm*^***^ 
schemes  of  violence  and  desperation. 

This  frightful  state  became  atifl  more  e3 
bated  as  the  Strnday  drew  neur  whic^ 
witness  the  first  publicaDdon  of  the 
When  the  inhabitants  of  the  little  Till^e 
Helen  now  resided  were  all  buried  in  bIca 
no  sound  wa&  heard  but  the  hoarse  mumm  if 
the  waves  brawling  against  the  boutidamt  rf 
the  church-yard,  he  would  stalk  rapidly  ro«Ml 
the  sacred  building  wiierc  the  marria^  wa«  to 
be  celebrated,  wishing  that  he  had  the  power  v» 
tear  down  the  hated  wallsi,  and  either  tlm 
separate  Helen  and  Reuben  for  ever,  or 
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hunself  and  them  beneath  the  ruins  of  the 
place.  It  was  in  one  of  these  violent  moodn 
that  the  idea  first  occurred  to  him  of  forbidding 
tke  banns.  He  might  conceal  hiTnitelf  in  the 
church — it  need  not  be  known  who  pronounced 
the  fatal  interdict — at  all  events,  it  would  (k- 
OI|sifin  delay,  and  who  could  tell  what  casiialtifs 
flHght  arise  even  from  the  shortest  prucrabtiiia- 
tion?  Soothed  with  this  idea,  he  embraced  it 
at  once,  and  waiting  impatiently  for  the  Sab- 
bath morning,  entered  the  diurch  as  soon  aa  the 
doors  were  opened,  muffled  up  in  a  horseman's 
cloak,  secreted  himself  in  an  unoccupied  pew, 
and  burying  his  face  in  his  hands  remained  iu 
UmU  attitude  until  the  couuuencement  of  the 
Bervice. 

As  the  prayers  proceeded  the  perturbation  of 
bis  spirit  increased ;  his  heart  beat  violently  as 
he  thought  he  truuld  distinguish  the  voice  of 
Helen  in  the  responses,  for  he  never  dared  to 
quit  bis  p(}sture,  but  her  gentle  accents  only 
served  to  animate  him  the  more  to  the  com- 
fdetion  of  his  detestable  purpose.  Such  y,'aa 
agitation    that  at  one  lime  he  could    hear 
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nothing  distinctly,  erery  feound  weminjjto 
ityhh  eam,  at  others  the  sei^-ice  appeaird  to  hi 
proceeding  with  an  extraordtnary  rapidity;  til] 
with  an  unaccountable  tediousness,  a*  if  it  irouU 
nerer  reach  the  proper  period  for  the  annoui 
mmt  of  the  Imnns. 

At  length   there  was   a  pause — tlie  nanu** 
Reuben  Apsley  and  Helen  Trevanian  were  ul 
tered  by  the  clergyman.     Basil  uncovered 
face,  half-raised  his  head,  and  prepared  hii 
for  pronouncing  in  a  loud  voice,  '^  I  forbid  tl 
banns  !"    but   his   organs    refused  to  act— I 
tongue  cbvc  to  the  roof  of  his   ttioutb,  and 
remained  with  staring  eyes  and  open  L'p#,  as  if. 
transfixed   and    dumb,    until   the    service  luH 
quietly  proceeded.  On  recfwering"  tJie  use  of  lA 
suspended  faculties,  and  finding    that  he  hi 
suflfered  the  op|X)rtunity  to  escape,  he  stole  oi 
of  the  door  that  adjoined  his  pew,  hurried 
the  precipitous  road  to  the  Dt)wnis,  and  waIV< 
rapidly  forwards  in  a  paroxysm   of  rnge  tlii 
could  only  find  vent  in  curses  and  dxecration*. 

From  this  passionate  storm  of  disappoici 
he  gradually  recovered  as  he  remembered  tl 
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tie  might  repair  his  fault  on  the  following 
Sunday,  and  resolved  with  a  savage  inflexibility 
of  purpose  not  to  flinch  from  the  execution  of 
his  design,  whatever  might  be  the  consc<|uences. 
He  counted  almost  evury  hour  of  the  inter- 
▼ening  time,  and  as  he  reckoned  by  the  tor- 
ments he  endured,  he  tliought  the  week  would 
never  pass  away ;  it  elapsed,  indeed,  in  a  de- 
lirium of  wrath  and  rancour  which  carried 
vith  it  its  own  abundant  punislmicnt,  and  the 
wretched  man  saw  the  second  Sunday  arrive, 
though  it  brought  with  it  no  Sabbath,  no  day 
of  rest  to  his  weary  and  agitated  mind. 

Enveloped  in  his  cloak  as  before,  he  entered 
the  church  and  secreted  himself  in  the  same 
pew,  unceasingly  repeating  the  words  he  was 
to  utter  that  he  might  accustom  his  organs  to 
their  pronunciation  and  not  be  again  duml>- 
founded  at  the  very  moment  when  he  wanted 
his  speech.  As  the  church  l>egan  to  fill  he  fan- 
cied by  a  whisiKT  which  he  caught  thatHelcn  was 
passing  the  door  of  his  pew,  and  his  whole  frame 
thrilled  and  trembled  with  emotion.  When 
the  service  commenced  her  mild  winning  voice 
11  5 
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WIS  again  reco^nzable  amid  the 
it  fell  upon  his  heart  with  «  solWr  iiiiiinw 
than  before;  and  as  he  now  and  then  cas^ 
the  well-known  aceents  of  Reuben,  his  tadmvtj 
rapidly  reverted  to  the  important  baoefit*  bi 
bad  received  froni  him,  and  »  pang  of  «ea^ 
punction  shot  through  his  bosorm :  it  voa  btf 
momentary  however — a  malevolent  aeowldti^ 
ened  his  features  ai  he  reproached  husfldf  ftr 
his  weakness,  while  to  oonfirra  his  resolution  be 
whispered  over  and  over  the  appalling  intet&t 
which  he  was  to  utter  at  the  appointed  mooM^ 
As  this  apprt>ached  his  a^tation  bccavc 
more  ungovernable;  in  vain  did  he  eodcar< 
to  calm  the  vehemence  of  hi  a  emotions 
very  apprehension  of  his  failure  dbqi 
him  for  success,  and  when  the  criaia  anrwJL 
and  he  summoned  all  his  ener^ea  to  utter  ik 
fatal  words,  the  unfortunate  artist,  exhabflil 
and  overcome  by  the  sleepless  nights  and  ffl* 
tending  passions  of  a  whole  veek,  sunk  do^^ 
in  a  fit  upon  the  floor  of  the  pew,  and 
speechless  and  insensible.  As  no  one  had 
served  him,  he  continued  in  this  state, lying  al< 
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H  upon  thp  cold  paTement,  cbilkU  to  tbe  ^Mf 
f  hMTt,  aud  for  some  time  uuabl«  to  cra^^l  from 
tbe  8pDt ;  and  when  ho  recovered  himself  »uffi- 
cdently  to  du  so,  it  only  enabled  bim  to  feel 
more  acutely  the  pitiable  condition  of  bi>  b^r 
wildered  mind  and  cximuttetl  body.  ,,„/ 

Convinced  now  from  his  own  feelinga,   9iH 
as  from    the   notions   of    fatalism  which 
hod  imbibed,  tliat  he  should  never  be  abU 
to  execute  his  purpose  himself^  and  th^t  it  was 
ined   for   some   other,    he    began   to   look 
him    fur  some   instrument    who  might 
persuaded  or  bribed  to  the  ]KTpetratioa  of 
bit  design.     i*io   time  was   to    be   lost;    next 
Sanday  was  the  last   moment   that  would  be 
sffbrded   him^   for  on  the   day    that   followed 
it   the  ceremony   waa  to  be  performetli  which 
would    for   ever    ahut  him  out  from  all  hope 
and    hoppiQets.      At   that   ceremony    he    had 
been  mvited  to  assist;  his  blood  ran  cold — he 
shuddered  at  the   very  idea,  and  swore^  with, 
returning  exasperation  to  prevent  it  or  perbh.,,. 
Accident  threw  in  bis  way  an  agent  every 
w^  qualified  to  execute  hla  designs,  however 
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dark  md  nefarious.     The  uicicnt:  knore,  C)m 

nery*    a    croature   of    the    Squire's,  of 

mention  was  made  in  the  earlier  part  of  oir 

history,  ivas  sitting  one  everting  diiaking  mlii 

his  patron,  who  was  bewailing  in  an  umaml 

tone  of  dejection    the   hopele&s  and  despemir 

state  of  his  affairs,  and  particularly  bif  tiu- 

hility  to  pay  his  debt  of  honour  to  Sir  Uucmvi 

Slingsby,  who  talked  of  shortly  retumina  hi 

London. 

"  Whoop!  Nick,  can  nothing  be  done?*: 
quired  the  Squire,  fixing  his  eyes  inoutnfall 
upon  the  carpet.  "  My  pockets  are  as  empty 
a  maunder^s  wallet,  and  not  a  shilling  wot 
to  be  hod,  either  upon  the  dirty  acresi,  or  lliei 
old  Rookery.  Speak,  old  BeJzebub  ;  ytHi  must 
know  a  trick  or  two,  or  you  would  oerer  ten 
keyjt  your  neck  so  long  out  of  the  hempen  ni£ 
Host  no  Bcheuie,  no  fetch  for  changing  th^ 
cursed  run  of  ilUuck?    Hey,  old  Inu^1p^^?^ 

'^  Why,  ay  1^  croaked  his  com^ianiiin,  at  ibr 
same  time  rattling  aoniething  in  his  waitfo^ 
pocket ;    '*  if    there   i»  a   cuU    to   be    hsd^  > 
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iellow  that's  bubbleable,  and  one  that  will  ^ow 
the  darby  when  he  shakes  the  wrong  ulbow, 
'I  Ikave  a  bale  of  ivories  here  that  will  do  the 
preBcntly." 
Sink  me  1  if  I  am  up  to  the  bite :  what  are 
rou  driving  at,  you  old  rook  ?*" 
*'  Will  you  count  me  fifty  broad  pieces  upon 
le  nail,  if  I  enable  you  to  cry  qait«  with  Sir 
tJHarcourt  before  he  bolts?*' 

«  Whoop  !  wUI  I  ?  Ay,  Nick,  to  be  sure  I 
•anil ;  and  say  you  ore  the  prince  of  Cros»-bites 
ffbesides." 

"Is  it  a  bargain  tlien  ?"  inquired  his  com- 
iTade :  "  will  you  say  '  done!'  to  it  ?^ 

**  'Sblood  I  done!  and  done  !  ten  times  orer: 

>ao  tip  us  your  fanibler  to  bind  it,  you  crafty 

cove,  and  it   shall  be  a  good  liargain  for 

:h  of  us  if  you  can  but  make  it  good.*^ 

'*  Never  fear;   I'll  answer  for  our  succeA*,** 

replied  Chinnery  :  and  so  saying*  he  drew  from 

his  pocket  a  pair  of  dice,  and  extending  them 

|fto  the  Squire,  without  looking  in  his  face,  he 

jidded  in  a  hoarse  whisper,  **  Play  with  this  bale 


ear;  ^ 


to-night :  ipiaty  for  the  high  nunahers,  and  tk 
heaviest  stakes  you  can  get :  nevtr  fear;  pky 
deep  and  bold." 

I  'As  a  suspicion  of  the  truth  flaahed 
across  the  Squire's  mind)  he  pushed  1ms  cbir" 
back,  the  colour  rushed  to  his  face,  and  he  y^ 
coiled  from  the  outstretched  hand  before  hn* 
With  all  his  faults  and  follies,   he  had  hithert* 
been  guilty  of  nothing  which  the  mtoM 
call  dishonourable  or  infamous;    and  ham 
sparkled  with  eniocioa,   in  -which 
had  some  share,   as  he   exclaimed^  "  Wboopf 
Nick,  )'ou  are  surely  not  scoundrel  enoagk  to 
ofler  lue  Tatts,  FuUams,  or  Bristle  dicer    Jk 
you  take  me  for  a  rascally  Tattmouger, 
old  rogue?" 

9(1  "They  are  dice   that    I  have  played  viA 
myself,"  replied  Cbinnery,  still   speaking  t 
whisper:  **  I  have,  upon  my  honour." 

"  Your  honour!  Yoicks,  you  old  knave, <W 
swear  by  the  counters.     Sir  HojtxNirt  laiig 
at  me  t'^otlier  day  for  keeping   up  the  name  ti 
the  Rookery,  now  that  the  birds  are  flown ;  btf 
sink  me  I   if  it  can  have  a  better  title,  vfaiir 
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\  such  a  regular  old  rook  as  you  in  iu 

igh  !  haugh  !  haugh  T 

**  Please  yourself,  please  yourself,**  said  Chiu- 

r,  returning  the  dice  to  his  pockel:  '''*I 

It  no  harm ;  1  only  wanted  you  to  recover 

ovn — to  vin  back   what  you  can't  pay, 

Iwfaal  Bir  iiarcourt,  who  is  as  rich  as  old 

can  never  re<|uire.     AVe  shall  only  leave 

where  he  was,  and  what  mischief  shall  we 

iTB  done  to  any  body  ?^ 

"  Sink  nac  !  that '»  true  enough,  Nick ;  true, 

le,*^  raid  the  Squire,   speaking  in  an  absent 

%  a&  contending  thoughts  hurried  across 

is  mind ;    for  the  Devil  was  busy  whispering 

his  ear.     It  mas  the  detection,  he  thought,  as 

listened  to  the  tempter,  that  was  to  be  dread* 

not  the  measure  itself;  and  if  he  could  be 

fe  upon  tliis  score,  if  he  could  reap  tlie  ad- 

ttagc  wliile  another  touk   the  responsibility, 

ive  all,  if  he  could  make  a  compromise 

ith  his  own  conscience  by  being  wilfully  blind 

the  real  nature  of  the  transaction,  and  per- 

Chionery  that  he  was  his  dupe  rather 

hit  Qolleaguc  iu  the  plot,  it  struck  him 
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ibat  it  would  be  folly  to  lose  ftucb  a  C 
opportumly  of  6quaiing  his  occouot  «ith  Sit 
liorcourt^  while  he  avoided  all  mk  ia  eflWcuog 
it.     Turniog,  therefore,    to   Cbinnerj  with  » 
assumed   air  of   nonchalance^    be    munwd-* 
*-*  ^Sblood  1  I  '11  have  nothini;  to  do  with  yen 
bau)»,  bites,  and  manoeuvres,  you  cuiuung 
fox.     I  will  have  no  hand  in  any  such 
tion*- 1  You  may  find  what  dice  you.  please; 
will  play  as  high  as  I  cam  and  if  I  cry 
with  Sir  Harcourt,  it's  fifty  in  your  poclrt 
and  that  "b  all  I  have  to  do  in  the  affair.'" 

'*  Ay,   ay,  fifty  broad   piecea ;     that  "*» 
croaked  Chinnery. 

"  But  miad,  Nick,  we  go  no  fartlier,  if 
the  account  is  squared,"  awlded  the  Squint. 

"  Only  for  my  fifty  besides,  or  I  may  w 
for  them,"  observed  Chinnery. 

"  Haugh  !  haugh  !     Whoop  !   90  you 
But  what  if  Sir  Harcourt  proves  a  shy  oadt 
and  won't  fight — won't  run  high  stakes?** 

**  Leave  me  to  doctor  his  booze :  1  *U  do* 
his  claret  with  Goddard'^s  Drops,  so  thai  be 
shaVc  think  more  of  a  rouleau  ^an  a  duis]v' 
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f  Ahsll  place  his  bottle  in  the  left-hand 
corner  of  the  beaufet,"  said  the  Squire;  "but 
1  don^t  knom'  what  you  're  talking  about — what 
yxm  're  up  to.  Whoop  f  you  ^re  too  deep  for 
Nick.**  And  then,  as  if  afraid  of  trusting 
a  inotnent's  farther  chance  of  committing 
teelf,  or  of  listening  to  any  more  unequivo- 
coofe^ston  from  Chinnery,  he  started  sud- 
ily  up,  and  walked  rapidly  away,  assuming 
air  of  jovial  indifference  as  he  sang, — • 

'"  The  stare  which  you  see 

In  the  hemiiiphcre  be, 
But  the  stu<U  in  your  face  with  driukLng." 

the  night  when  this  unprincipled  couple 

c  to  put  in  practice  their  fraudulent  plot,  it 

that  Goldinghom's  attorney  called  upon 

with  papers  relative  to  the  marriage-set- 

rnt  of  Ileuben  and  Helen ;  and  happened 

^'miration  tliat  he  had  an  uuplea&ant  duty  to 

romi    on  the  following   morning,  when  he 

kould  l»e  obliged  to  take  the  goods  and  chat- 

of  the  Rookery  in  execution,   unless  Mr. 

Tttrtfield  could  immediately  discharge  a  debt 

four  hundred  pounds.     Though  Goldingham 
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had  no  reason  H-hatcver    to    think  favoi 

of  the  Squire,  his  naturally  humane  dispott' 

made  him  feel  for  his  distrcBS)  and  still  bm« 

for  that  of  Emily.    He  could  not  bear  to  stfkA 

that  a  neighbour  and   an  acquaintance  sboald 

be  thus  publicly  unlioused  for  so  trifling  a  sibw 

and  he  determined  to   ride  over  early  oa  tbr 

following  morning,  to  oAer   bim  a  loan  ta  ^ 

oniuuut  required,  and  his  services  as  aa  exp 

rienced  man  of  business   ia    inveadgatiog  ks 

affairs. 

With  this  benevolent  intention,  be  moun 
his  ffxy  pony  by  daylight,  and  arrived  ai 
early  hour  at  the  gate  of  the  Rookery, 
he  had  to  wait  for  some  tiiue,  after  r 
ringings,  before  be  could  gaiu  admittance 
female  servant  at  length  made  ber  ap 
grumbling  a^  slie  approached,  *'  \ATjal ! 
Aldridge  nor  Roper  stirring  yet?  ^Drat  if 
lazy  fellow^  here  *s  doings  !  I  wooder,  (vr  n< 
part,  what  people  wants,  tearing  at  tiue  k> 
this  time  o'  day  ?" 

*'  I  want  to  see  your  master  upoo  verj  ^ 
ticular  buanesc^''  asud  Goldingluuu. 
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'**  Then  you  must  walk  into  the  dinmg-rooni 

wait  till  he   wets  up,  for  it  isn't  hunting 

►ming,  ami  he  won't  turn  otJt  jet  awhile  for 

I,  nor  nol>ody."      So  ^ying,    she  flounced 

ly,  still  venting  reproaches  against  her  slug- 

fellow-servants;    and    the  visitor   walked 

'ward  to  the  apartment  she  had  mentioned. 

Upon  opening  the  door  ho  was  not  a  little 

•ised   at   the   scene    that    presented   itself 

[though  it  was  hroad  daylight,  the  shutters 

iaine<l  closed  ;  candles,  nearly  burnt  down  to 

socket,    were   on   the    table;  a  dim,  half- 

toguished   lantp,   with  bottles    and  viands, 

upon  the  side-lx>ard ;  and  at  a  card-table 

seated    the   Squire    and    Sir   Harcourt 

ingsbj  playing  at  dice,   with  Chinnery  beside 

the  disordered   dress  and   looks  of  the 

cy  sufficiently  attesting  that  they  had  been 

occupiL'd  throughout  the  whole  night.    No 

li  coflstemation    was    manife^ed    by    the 

ire  and  his   mynnidon  at  this   unexpected 

Lision,    both    their   countenances   exhibiting 

IS  of  guilt  which  did  not  escape   the  notice 

laaac's  large  grey  eye,  and  instantly  awaken- 
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od  the  suspicion  of  so   keen  au  obatn^,  te 
there  was  Ktmething   to  be  cot»ceakd*    He  M 
xeeoxirte  to  his  asual  test,  by  looluDg^  the  pords 
full  in  the  face,  and    the   result  coofinncd  lA 
presentimentf  Chinneiy  turning  away  from  b» 
scrutiny,  uoder  pretext    of   snuffing  the  tmh 
dies,  and  the  3quiiv*s  triumphant  flub  ckfl^ 
ing  to   a  confused  and  chapfollcn  ctprmiff. 
After  curing  the  servants  for  suifering  lum  to 
be   thus    interrupted,    ho   proposed  that  ihnr 
should  leave  off  play ;  and  turning  to  hu  uo- 
welcome  visitant  with  all  the  effrontery  be  couid 
muster,  inquired  what  cock  had  crowed  hiinti|i 
so  early,  and  brought  him  over  to  die  HetAm 
ere  the  sun  had  thrown  of!'  his  niglitcap. 

Goldingbam  briefly  stated  the  imdifseaOr 
he  had  learnt,  reserving,  however,  for  the  pit- 
sent,  hi»  intention  of  advancing  the  mairy.r- 
"Whoop!  is  that  all  T  shouted  the  S^. 
•'curst*  the  carrion  crow»,  let  them  comr.  111 
serve  tliem  as  I  ha%-e  done  the  rook^  WeB 
show  them  sport,  and  let  them  sac  lh>i  ^ 
Aookery,  old  as  it  is,  can  Btand  a  tough  ak^e. 
for  dak  mo  f  if  a  «ouI  shall  eater  withoflt^ 
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of  beinp  well  iK'ppcreil.     Hey  !  whoop  ! 

rks  !  tantivy  1  AidriJge,  give  me  my  double- 

irrel,  with  plenty  of  small  bhuu     Uuper  1  bar- 

icade    the   porch.      Tell  red-nosed  Ralph  to 

lut  the  stable  gates,  and  let  Will  cliain  up  the 

:-door.     The  rog^ues  shall   6ml  it  a  tough 

if  titcy  thiak  to  draw  the  badger  out  of  his 

n."     So  saying,  he  hurried  out  of  the  room 

auperintend   the    execution  of    his    ordexit 

shouting  as  he  went,  i 

*'  Hti  Ihut  wears  ii  brave  soul  and  d^res  handsomely 
do/'&c.  '" 


^Jider  the  influence  of  the  insidiouB  drugs  in- 
fused into  his  wine.  Sir   Harcourt  had  been  led 
play  ou  for  much  heavier  sums  than  he  had 
before  been  known  to  hazard,  and  which 
le  would  iiot  now  have  perilled  had  he  been 
perfect  ]x>s8eaAion  of  hi!»  fuculties ;   while  the 
tqiure,  in  the  joint  intoxication  of  success,  and 
*peated  bumpers  of  claret,  had  quite  forgotten 
is  resolution  to  leave  ofi*  vhcn  he  had  squared 
mnts  with  his  adversary.     **  Since  the  cox- 
^lob  will  not  marry  Euy,'*  he  thought  to  him- 
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self,  ^^  he  shall  at  least  enable  me  to  replace  het 
portion.  It  ^s  no  great  Bum,  and  I  wero  a  rogae 
and  a  bad  brother  if  I  did  not  avail  myaelf  of 
this  opportunity.  It  ^s  all  for  Emy,  ail  for  poor 
Emy/'  When  this  wi&)i  was  gratiii&d,  lie  had 
other  narcutics  for  his  conscience  as  be  played 
on  : — it  was  but  to  pay  his  creditore,  and  none 
but  a  scoundrd  would  diink  of  bilking  them ; 
Sir  llarcourt  was  ao  wealthy  that  he  would  ne- 
ver miss  it  These  and  similar  palliatiTCfl  for 
fraud  urged  him  to  persevere,  untfl  at  the  time 
of  his  being  interrupted  he  had  won  several 
tliousands  from  tlie  Baronet ;  the  crafty  Cliin- 
ncry  keeping  a  regular  written  account  td  tbe 
games.  ^ 

"  I  am  a  scavenger's  by-blow,"  said  Sir  Har- 
court,  rising  up  and  stretching  himself,  "^  if  I 
ever  before  committed  such  a  debauch  with  the 
dice." 

"  And  from  what  I  have  heard  I  fear  you 
have  been  a  heavy  loser  T'  observed  Goldiu- 
ham.  m 

**  So  they  tell  me,^*  carelessly  replied  the 
Baronet,  surveying  himself  in  the  glass  ;  **  but 


A«  wont  of  it  n  that  these  late  hours  make  a 
llthw  look  so  aninvidngly  rakish  and  rauS. 
4J|lr«  my  bed,  because  there  is  no  cosmetic  like 
ilMp.  AA!  mmi  pamwre  Chedreux!  the  tears 
tHBttId  roll  down  thy  cheeks  could*st  thou  see 
ik^ .  ckef^ssuvre  looking  thus  flaccid,  disor- 
4iipnid,  and  unha^y.^  He  took  out  his  pocket- 
^Cftth'  and  attempted  to  arrange  it,  but  presently 
dhsitted,  exclaiming,  *^  it  is  too  hazardous  to 
irtdle  with  any  thing  so  precious  in  this 
I^Kmmering  light,  and  GuiUioteaux  is  of  course 
0tiaepi  I  always  send  him  to  bed  early,  that 
hifl  lumd  may  not  shake  the  next  morning  while 
hmn  tying  my  cravat;  and  it  is  high  time  that 
-I  myself  should  retire  to  rest.  Gentlemen,  I 
hwre  the  honour  to  bid  you  adieu.  Au  plaisir! 
01$  revoirT  With  these  words  he  bowed  cour- 
toously  to  Goldingham  and  Chinnery,  and 
withdrew  humming  a  French  air. 

As  he  quitted  the  room,  Goldingham  took  up 
a  ^aodle  to  examine  the  portraits  of  the  Squire's 
WBcestors  tliat  hung  around  the  apartment. 
His  back  was  towards  Chinnery;  but  as  he 
a  narrow  mirror  let  into  the  pannel  of 
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the  room,  be  uw  bin  ctmtomiyi 
card-table,  take  up  tLc  dice  wiUi  which  tik 
Squire  bwMMb^ikgrng*  and  itipomi  two  othm 
in  their  place.  At  this  int^tant  them 
alartn  in  tlic  houMC,  and  the  Squire  vm 
loudly  and  angrily  calling  for  Cbinncry,  whs 
hardly  knowing  in  the  ablation  of  the  wnumtM 
'-^rhere  to  conceal  the  dice  he  lisd  wiihdrmt. 
and  imaginiDg  himself  to  be  utwbaerred,  thnat 
thetn  quietly  into  the  earth  of  a  lai^ 
pot  that  stood  in  the  window,  and  hiirried 
the  apartment.  Goldingham'ft  previous 
giviDgs  being-  all  confirmed  by  tbia  rj 
picious  proceeding,  he  instautiy 
fn)m  their  hiding-place,  and  went  la 
'Sir  Harcourt,  whom  he  encountered  at  thmipot 
of  the  stairs,  about  to  retire  to  bed,  u^t-p*' 
thwr  into  his  luuids,  stating  hia  own  doubts 
from  what  he  hud  observed^  and  reoomiPdnditig 
him  to  examiue  thcin  carefully  beAire  W>  pvd 
the  Iieavy  sum  he  had  lost,  ,  ,    ,  .  -  r 

'^**.Ftirdi!  my  dear  Sir,  I  am  uot  tbe  Ima  br- 
hnlden  to  your  kindness,"  said  (he  Baronet: 
*'  but  may  I  grow  in  tbe  girthi  and  wheeae  ai 
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rmft^tflthiak  »y  friend  Hartfield  ciqpable 
flf  aay  meh  ioohAfomrberk,  Howercr,  if  you 
Be  with  your  company  for  five 
wt  will  eooB  put  these  ivory  culprits 
wptm  iMr  triaL*  They  proceeded  acoordingiy 
M  Sir  Hweourt*!  chamber,  where  a  close  in- 
apection  presently  prm-ed  tbero  to  be  kNided, 
flad  eesplained  the  succession  of  high  thrown, 
M  whidi  he  had  expressed  his  surprise  while 
ftmf  ware  playing,  though  no  shadow  of  sus- 
|lleioa  had  ever  croesed  his  mind.  "  Gad  !  my 
lUand  has  been  a  little  too  hard  upon  me 
is  this  affair,"  said  the  Baronet,  offering  his 
■Buff^wx  with  a  bow  to  his  companion.  "  Call 
vkA  audi  a  scoundrel  your  friend,"  cried  Gold- 
faigham  indignantly ;  **  such  fellows  deserve 
haiglBg  worse  than  the  highwayman  who 
teldly  takes  your  purse  on  the  hi|^way; 
and  I  am  amazed  to  see  you  so  calm  and  in- 
dHLiiut  when  such  a  dead  robbery  has  been 
attempted  upon  you." 

'-'**  So  far  ^m  indifferent,  my  dear  Sir,  that 
I  could  almost  find  in  my  heart  to  rumple  the 
Sqidre's  cravat  for  the  outrage;   but  calm  I 
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confess  myself  to  be,  since  to  put  myself  in  s 
passion  were  but  to  punish  myself  for  the  mis- 
cooduct  of  another.  Besides  I  never  look  weU 
when  I  am  angry-  It  becomes  some  faces,  but 
not  mine." 

'*  You  will  not  pay  a  farthing  of  the  money, 
of  course." 

"  Certainly  not,  for  I  must  do  justice  to  my- 
»e]£  Nor  shall  I  be  warranted,  I  fear,  in 
concealing  the  transaction,  for  we  must  do  our 
duly  to  society,  however  painful  it  may  be  to 
our  own  feelings.*' 

**  Enough,  Sir  Horcourt,  enough.  I  see  jou 
are  a  man  of  business,  though  you  don't  look 
like  one ;  you'U  excuse  my  saying  so." 

**  Most  willingly j'^  said  the  Baronet  smiling; 
and  again  thanking  him  courteously  and  warmly 
for  his  kind  interference,  and  offering  his 
services  in  London,  to  which,  he  said,  he 
should  immediately  return,  he  bade  him  adieu; 
when  Goldingham  made  his  way  down  stain, 
])roceeded  to  the  porch,  of  which  tlie  door  was 
rautiously  imbarrtcaded,  remounted  his  grey 
pony,  and  rode  home. 
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An  hour  or  two  after  he  had  taken  his  de- 
parture, the  attorney,  with  the  proper  officefK 
and  authority,  presented  themselves  at  tlie 
Rookery,  and  demanded  entrance  in  the  name 
of  the  law.  Being  saluted  with  three  cheers 
by  the  people  inside,  who  had  been  liberally 
supplied  with  spirits,  and  who  threatene<]  to 
fire  a  volley  if  any  attempts  were  made  to  force 
the  gate,  the  attorney  contented  himself  with 
protesting  against  their  illegal  resistance,  for 
which  he  held  them  all  and  severally  accotmt- 
able,  and  withdrew  his  posse^  This  victory, 
OS  it  was  deemed,  was  celebrated  with  addi- 
tional distributions  of  liquor  among  the  ser- 
vants, the  Squire  and  Chinnery  returning  to 
the  dining-room,  of  which  the  shutters  were 
still  kept  closed  for  fear  of  surprize,  that  they 
might  drink,  confusion  to  all  rascally  lawyers, 
creditors,  and  mortgagees,  out  of  a  fresh  mag- 
num of  claret. 

Half   a  dozen    bumpers    had   been  already 

swidlowed,  and  the  Squire  was  exulting  with 

obatreperouB  mirth  in  the  double  triumph   of 

haTing  raised  the   siege  of  his  castle,  and  re- 
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pleiiishcd  his  purse  by  the  Urge  sum  won  from 
Sir  Horcourt,  when  a  servant  entered,  put  the 
folluAriiig  letter  into  his  hand,  and  retired. 


"  SiK, 

**  When  you  receive  this  I  shall  be  many  mil«§ 
off,  on  my  road  to  London.  I  have  examio«d 
the  dice  with  which  you  played  last  night,  and 
find  them  to  be  loaded  !  In  the  hope  that  you 
may  be  enabled  to  offer  some  explanation  of 
this  affair,  I  shall  wait  a  fortnight  for  year 
answer.  If  I  do  not  then  hear  from  yott,  I 
shall  lay  the  whole  transaction  before  the  Clabs 
to  which  we  both  belong,  in  Pall-Mall,  and  St. 
JamesVstreet,  and  receive  their  instrucdooB 
how  I  ought  to  act. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  humble  Servantj 
Habcodet  Slikgsbt 


A  sudden  revulsion  turned  the  whole  mass  of 
the  Squire^s  blood  at  the  perusal  of  this  letter: 
a  deep  burning  flush  spread  itself  oter  his 
features,  dro]>s  of  perspiration  started  from  his 
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fonliead,  his  eyes  stared  upon  vacancy ;  and  as 
be  drew  up  a  long  breath  and  puffed  it  out 
again  with  distended  cheeks,  he  handed  over 
the  letter  to  his  comrade  without  uttering  a 
word. 

**  Imposnble  (*'  exclaimed  Chinnery,  after 
having  read  it ;  '*  I  buried  them  in  this  flower- 
pot" After  thrusting  his  fingers  into  the  earth, 
and  grubbing  about  for  some  time,  his  coun- 
tenance assumed  that  chapfallen  look  peculiar 
to  a  detected  knave,  as  he  stammered  out^ 
**  Damnation  !  somebody  has  prigged  them 
«way;  it  must  have  been  that  sly  old  cove 
Goldingham,  for  there  was  no  one  else  in  the 
room." 

"  Why  did  you  bury  them  ?  Were  they  then 
indeed  loaded?"  inquired  the  Squire,  hartlly 
knowing  what  he  said,  but  still  willing  to  effect 
ignorance. 

•*  Were  they !"  rejoined  Cliinnery,  in  a  sneer- 
11^  tone ;  "  fudge !  donH  try  to  come  the  crank 
over  us.     You  know  they  were." 

**  Whoop !  I  am  exposed,  dif^pnced,  ruined, 
inrecoverably  ruined !"   exclaimed  the  Squire, 
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with  that  desperate  calmness  of  voice  and  maa- 
n£r,  which  is  always  alarmiog  in  a  man  whose 
emotions  arc  habitually  expressed  with  violence. 

"  Ruined  ?  so  you  were  before,"  said  Cbin- 
nery,  suUenly. 

As  Uartfield  looked  up,  and  encountered 
with  his  eye  the  pictures  of  hia  ancestors  that 
hung  around  the  room,  the  thought  oi  the 
disgrace  that  ho  was  about  to  entail  upon  the 
family,  one  of  the  few  points  upon  which  he 
evinced  any  depth  of  feeling,  smote  him  to  the 
heart.  His  apprehensions  were  disturbed  by 
wine  and  want  of  sleep,  the  expiring  candles 
sent  a  dim  light  through  the  room,  and  as  his 
looks  fell  upon  the  portrait  of  his  father,  hv 
fancied  that  he  saw  him  frown  and  shake  his 
head  at  him.  At  this  supposed  portent  HLt 
emotions,  which  had  l>een  calmed  only  hv 
l>eing  stunned,  rekindled  into  fur}',  and  leap- 
ing from  his  chair  like  a  tiger^  he  grappled 
the  terrified  Chinnery  by  the  throat,  while  he 
shouted  out  in  a  voice  rendered  hoarse  by  pas- 
sion—** You  lie,  scoundrel  I  I  was  not  ruined, 
for  my  character  was  not  blasti^  !    Look  then-, 


KIITBEV   AFtLET.  175 

you  infernal  TiUain  !**  he  continued,  pointing  tu 
the  portnits— "  look  there  !  Those  are  the 
members  of  my  family  for  the  last  two  hun- 
dred years,  not  one  of  whom  was  ever  |^ui!tv 
of  a  knavish  or  infamous  action.  I  am  the 
first  who  have  degraded  the  name  of  Hartfield ; 
you  are  the  cursed  traitor  that  have  brought 
me  to  this  disgrace—SeG  !  see !  by  Heavens,  my 
fiither  shuts  his  eyes  upon  me !  —Villain  f  vil- 
lain! you  shall  expiate  your  offence." 

Almost  throttling  the  culprit  at  these  wordx 
by  the  increased  energy  of  his  gripe,  he  stretch- 
ed out  his  hand  to  a  carving-knife  that  had 
been  left  upon  the  side-table,  and  which  was 
the  only  weapon  within  his  roach,  lie  already 
grappled  it — it  gleamed  in  the  air,  and  in  u 
transport  of  phrenzy  he  was  about  to  plunge  it 
into  Chinnery^s  body,  when,  from  the  struggle 
of  his  passions,  he  was  seized  with  a  choking 
at  the  throat,  which  threatened  suffocation,  and 
compelled  him  to  relax  his  hold  of  his  intended 
victim.  Availing  himself  of  this  reprieve,  the 
latter  sunk  trembling  upon  his  knees,  and  in  the 
DKMt  abject  terms  professed    his   readiness   to 
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write  to  Sir  Harcourt,  taking  the  whole  bkme 
of  the  tnuiiuicUon  upon  himself,  and  fully  ac- 
quitting the  Squire.  He  declared,  raoreorer, 
that  if  the  latter  would  only  be  pacified^  and 
listen  to  him  for  five  minutes,  he  had  a  new 
scheme  to  propoee  which  could  not  fail  to 
gratify  all  his  wishes,  and  completely  restoiv  his 
fallen  fortunes. 

Somewhat  pacified  at  tlie  thought  of  saddliitf^H 
Chinnery  with  the  whole  infamy  of  his  own^^" 
fraudulent  attempt ;  eager  to  catch  at  anv  sug- 
gestion in  his  present  desj)eratc  circumstances, 
aod  yet  distrusting  all  that  could  emanate 
from  such  an  unlucky  quarter,  the  Squire  ex- 
claimed in  an  exhausted  tone,  and  with  an  in- 
credulous sneer — "  Whoop  I  a  new  scheme — 
as  hopeful  a  one  as  the  last,  I  suppose  ?  ''Sblood  t 
Jet  us  hear  it,  at  any  rate." 

As  soon  as  Chinnery  found  his  throat  at 
liberty,  he  proceeded  to  unfold  his  plan ;  which 
was,  that  the  Squire  should  forcibly  nm  away 
ivith  Helen,  and  secure  her  fortune  by  compel- 
ling her  to  marry  him. 
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.  ^  Sink  nel  if  I  diould  like  aay  tiring  better," 
eeid  tbe  Squire,  becoming  still  calner  as  a  new 
hope  sprung  in  his  mind ;  *'  but  the  proud  minx 
if  stubborn  as  a  muk ;  what  if  she  refuses  to 
bave  me  after  all  ?" 

.  **  How  can  she  help  herself?  You  know  what 
H  denuie  pnide  it  is,  how  she  piques  herself 
upon  decorum  and  propriety.  What  would  the 
wodd  say  of  her  if  she  comes  back  unmarried 
after  a  week^s  travelling  with  you,  or  who  else 
would  have  her  when  slie  is  thus  blown  upon  if 
The  doxy  will  be  unable  to  help  herself,  I  tell 
.]|ou»  and,  after  a  few  days  huiRng  and  squalling 
will.be  glad  to  marry  you  in  her  own  de- 
fcnoe,  that  she  may  patch  up  her  darling  repu- 
tation." 

'*  Hey  I  whoop !  sink  mc !  Nick,  if  the  idea 
is  a  bad  one.  This  is  a  better  fetch  than  ivory 
Xatts.  Something  must  be  done,  or  there  will 
be  a  regular  blow  up.  My  situation  is  despts. 
late— any  port  in  a  8torm — all  fair  in  love— I 
should  like  to  mortify  the  saucy  hussy,  and  so, 
'sblood  !  Nick,  I'll  make  the  attempt,  sink  me ! 
i5 
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if  I  don't,  and  if  it  turns  up  trumps^  it  shall  be 
ft  better  card  for  you  than  the  fifty  broad  piece* 
you  were  to  have  had.** 

After  having  made  Chinnery  write  a  long 
letter  to  Sir  Harcouri,  completely  exonerating 
his  patron,  be  inclosed  it  in  one  of  his  ova, 
relinquishing  all  claim  to  what  he  had  won ; 
and  earnestly  rcc^uesting  that  the  affair  might 
be  no  further  mentioned.  He  then  appointed 
next  morning  for  debating  what  measures 
should  be  adopted  preparatory  to  tlieir  enter- 
prize,  when  the  worthy  couple,  haraased  and 
jaded  with  the  late  events  and  the  want  of 
sleep,  retired  to  their  respective  apartments. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

"  Whereon  do  you  look  f 
On  him  1  on  him  1  look  youl  how  pale  he  ^aret." 

Hammt. 

Haatfield  having  J'ljicovcred  the  name  of 
the  village  in  Devonsliire  to  which  Lady  Tre- 
vanian  and  her  daughter  had  retired,  though 
be  could  not  fathom  their  motives  for  such  a 
seclusion,  dispatched  Chinnery,  after  the  con- 
ference of  the  following  morning,  to  make  in- 
quiries in  the  place,  as  to  their  customary  hours 
of  walking  out  into  the  country,  or  along  the 
beach,  so  that  they  might  choose  the  most  eligi- 
ble moment  for  executing  their  projected  enter- 
piize.  Prowling  about  the  neighbourhood  for 
this  purpose,  his  worthy  coadjutor  entered  a 
poor  public-house    to    get    some  refreshment ; 
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and  walldng  into  a  narrow  apartment  di^m£e^ 
by  tbc  name  of  parlour,  lie  found  it  already 
occupied  by  a  man  leaning  hu»  head  upon  the 
tablo  in  a  disturbed  aleep^  his  outstretched 
hand  loosely  holding  a  miniature  portrait  in 
such  a  dii'ection  that  he  instantly  recogcized  it 
to  be  that  of  Helen.  At  this  discovery  he  en- 
deavoured to  catch  the  features  of  the  sleeper, 
and  saw  enough  to  satisfy  hiin  that  it  wu 
Basil)  whoin  he  knew  to  be  Goldingham*s 
nephew. 

While  he  was  silently  examining  tlie  drawingi 
the  artist  slightly  altered  his  portion,  gave  a 
deep  sigh,  and  murmured  in  his  sleep — "  Will 
no  one  prevent  this  hateful  marriage? — will  no 
one  pronounce  the  words  which  my  accursed 
tongue  refuses  to  utter  ?  Helen  ! — must  Helen 
be  another^s  ?" 

Chinnery,  who  was  not  deficient  in  a  sbrevd 
apprehension  of  objects  immediately  before 
him,  though  a  very  bad  calculator  of  remote, 
contingencies,  presently  guessed  from  litis  lit^ 
tie  revelation,  that  the  Squire  hod  a  new  and 
unexpecteil  rival  in  the  person  of  the  artist 


ABUBEN  AP8LBY.  181 

While  he  wis  ooosidering  the  probable  con- 
•equences  of  this  discovery,  which  he  was  rc- 
K^ved  to  fathom  to  the  bottom,  the  figure  be- 
fore him  gave  another  sigli,  and  lifting  up  his 
head,  repeatedly  kiased  the  portrait,  but  no 
•ocmer  perceived  the  stranger,  than  he  hastily 
huddled  it  up,  and  concealed  it  in  his  bosom. 

**  That^s  a  capital  likeness,  Sir,  of  Miss  Tre* 
▼anian,'^  said  Chinnery,  who  was  determined 
to  show  what  little  he  knew,  as  the  likeliest 
means  of  ferreting  out  the  remainder. 

"  Of  Aliss  Trevanian — of  Helen  ?*  replied 
the  artist,  in  considerable  confusion :  "  you 
saw  it,  did  you  ? — Yes,  I  was  employed  to 
paint  it  for  Mr.  Goldingham.^  At  these 
w<»ds  he  turned  himself  round  with  that  sort 
of  action  which  is  meant  as  a  rebuff  to  fur- 
ther interrogations,  buttoned  up  his  coat,  and 
made  demonstrations  of  dejiarture. 

Chimiery,  however,  was  not  to  be  so  easily 
baffled,  and  foUotring  up  the  scent  like  a 
ataunch  hound,  he  continued, — ''  You  were 
talking  just  now,  Sir,  of  wishing  to  prevent  the 
marriage."^ 
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"'  Who,  I?'^  exclaimed  BasiU  in  surprise 
•*  What  marriage  ?  I  have  not  uUered  a  ward." 

"  I  beg  your  panlon,"  replied  Chinnery; 
**  you  have  been  talking  fur  some  time  past. 
though  I  believe  you  were  hardly  awoke ;  and 
if  it  be  Mis*  Trevanian^s  marriage  Ibat  you 
are  aaxious  to  prevent,  you  are  welcome  to  my 
services,  for  I  should  be  as  glad  to  hinder  it  u 
you  oan  be.'' 

"  Should  you  ?"  cried  the  artist,  seizinf  hi* 
hand  with  great  eagerness,  and  then  as  sud- 
denly letting  it  go,  he  added,  with  an  air  of 
distrust,  "  but  why  ?'** 

**  Because  Mr.  Apsley  has  done  me  an  in- 
jury,** replied  Chinnery,  who  found  it  necessary 
to  assign  ponie  motive  for  his  offer. 

"  Reuben  done  you  an  injury  !  impos»bl#J 
he  never  injured  any  one:  he  is  all 
all  generosity  1" 

"  Then  why  would  you  interrupt  the  match  T 
asked  Chinnery,  who  had  very  few  scruplcis  of 
delicacy  when  he  wished  to  fish  out  the  truth. 

*'  Because  I  am  a  villain  1*^  exclaimed  the 
artist,  with  passionate  energy ;  "*  becauie  I  an 
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an  tmgratefiil  scoundrel ;  or  rather,  because  I 
am  an  unfortunate  wretch,  driven  on  by  his 
destiny  to  perpetrate  an  action  that  he  abhors. 
But  not  the  less  resolved,^  he  continued,  grasp- 
ing Chinnery'*8  arm,  and  speaking  through  his 
dendied  teeth—"  not  the  less  desperately  de- 
termined to  fulfil  his  fate.  Whatever,  there- 
Ibfe,  be  your  motives,  if  you  will  aAAwt  me  in 
breaking  off  this  odious  match,  which  you  may 
do  by  the  utterance  of  a  few  words,  you  will 
render  me  eternally  your  debtor.^ 

Chinnery  eagerly  profcHsing  his  readiness, 
the  artist  revealed  to  him  the  state  of  the 
proceedings  for  the  secret  marriage;  when  it 
vaa  settled,  that  the  former  should  conceal 
himself  in  the  church  on  the  following  Sunday, 
for  the  purpose  of  forbidding  the  banns;  and 
after  agreeing  to  meet  again  nt  the  same  house 
on  the  next  morning,  the  parties  separated. 

Big  with  the  im{M>rtant  discovery  he  had 
made)  Chinnery  hastened  to  the  Squire,  when 
a  ooancil  was  held  as  to  the  measures  it  might 
be  advisable  to  adopt,  in  consequence  of  this 
change  in  the   state   of  affairs,  and    the    new 
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opponent  thej  hod  to  encounter.  Not  a  ttuxnent 
was  now  to  be  lost,  or  the  very  next  MoodAf 
mi^ht  defeat  all  their  caliaU  for  ever.  As  thr 
project  for  furlndding  the  banas  appeared  to 
both  of  them  a  pitiful  and  temporary  expedioitr 
it  was  deternilued  tu  avail  tl^enuelves  of  ibe 
artistes  continued  intimacy  with  the  family,  which 
Chinnery  had  ascurtained,  for  decoyiog^  Helen 
into  their  clutches  and  at  the  aauie  tioae 
getting  Reuben  out  of  the  way  upoa  aDOie 
plauubie  pretext.  To  induce  liim  to  act  this 
port,  it  was  to  be  proposed  to  him  that  he 
himijclf  sliould  run  off  with  Helen,  for  which 
Chinnery  was  to  volunteer  making  all  the  pivli* 
minary  arrangements,  such  as  the  procurin|(  the 
chaise  and  four,  with  proper  assistants;  &nd 
when  in  this  expectation  the  artist  had  enahl<!^ 
them  to  get  {Ktssession  of  their  prize,  the  fiiqufft 
was  to  jump  into  the  chaiie,  and  leav^  iw 
or  three  of  his  trusty  followers  to  tak«  chargt 
ii[  the  deluded  tool  they  hud  employed,  uittil 
the  fugitives  were  beyond  all  danger  of  purMiiu 
*'  Whoop !    Nicky    has   the   fellow   courage 
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'enough  to  tentore  upon  such  an  enterpriie?** 
^rnA^d  the  Squire. 

'  •  **  Counge  enouf^h  ?"  replied  Chinnery ;  **  he 
Appears  to  me  desperate — half  mad ;  and  I  am 
Dsly  puzzled  to  think  how  we  shall  dispose  of 
when  he  sees  you  galloping  away  with  bis 


^'Yoicks!  you  old  mumper,  gag  him  and 
throw  him  into  a  horsepond,  or  over  the  cliff,  if 
you  will.  Haugh !  haugh  !  haugh !" 
i  **  No,  no  r  resumed  Chinnery ;  ♦*  Vare  the 
law  (  Our  assistants  sliall  tie  his  legs  and  leave 
turn  to  his  fate.*' 

On  the  following  morning  the  parties  met  at 
tkeir  appointed  rendezvous,  in  the  little  parlour 
bf  the  public-house^  wlien  the  artist  was  cajoled 
with  the  proposition  of  his  forcibly  carrying 
at  Helen.  A  furious  tumult  agitated  his 
bosom  at  the  first  mention  of  the  enterprize, 
Aom  which  he  momentarily  recoiled  with 
horror;  but  presently  yielding  to  the  vehe- 
menee  of  his  blind  passion,  and  to  the  ominous 
bdief  that  he  was  doomed  to  its  perpetration, 


BBUBCN    APSLBY. 

he  coDftented  with    the  dogged  desperatkm 

fatalist 

All  parties  were  now  anxiously  busy  in" 
raalcin^  preparations  for  the  execution  of  their 
conspiracy,  which  was  finally  fixed  for  the 
Saturday  aftenioon,  at  ha]f-])ast  five  o'clock. 
It  was  known  that  Reuben  would  then  be 
absent  making  some  requisite  preparations  for 
the  wedding,  and  at  the  proper  hour  the  artist 
was  to  present  himself  to  Helen,  stating,  that 
Goldingham,  who  was  in  his  carnage  upon 
the  Downa  above,  being  afraid  to  descend  the 
rugged  road  to  the  village,  begged  to  speak 
a  few  words  to  her,  and  had  sent  his  nephew 
for  the  purpose  of  escorting  her  to  the  carrii 
The  post-chaise  was  to  be  lialf  concealed  ami 
a  clump  of  stunted  trees  at  a  little  distance, 
in  such  a  manner  as  that  she  might  mistake 
it  for  Goldinghani's  equipage  ;  and  before  she 
could  be  aware  of  her  error,  she  was  to  be 
forced  into  the  vehicle,  and  raj>idly  whirled 
away. 

After    having    finally   arranged    this    ptao. 
Chinnery    suddenly  reminded  the  Squire,  wbo 
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had  been  too  much  absorbed  in  tbe  meditated 
eDteq>rize  to  think  of  any  thing  else,  that  he 
had  invited  a  large  party  of  his  drinking 
companions  to  dine  with  him  on  the  day  de- 
voted to  their  scheme. 

"Whoop!  what  of  that?"  he  cri«h  •*  let 
them  come,  so  much  the  better,  they  shall  have 
plenty  of  wine ;  and  the  knowledge  of  my 
having  a  party  at  home  will  prevent  snypicion, 
till  I  am  beyond  all  reach  of  pursuit.*^  It 
was  accordingly  deciJed  that  the  entertain- 
ment should  lie  given  in  spite  of  his  absence, 
and  the  Squire  and  his  coadjutors  then  se|>a- 
nited  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
the  impending  outrage. 

The  state  of  the  unfortunate  artist's  mind 
afforded  a  painful  confirmation  of  Chiniiery's 
opinion,  that  he  was  desperate,  or  half-mad. 
Hardly  any  time  was  allowed  him  for  reflection ; 
while  the  bustle  of  pre]>aration,  and  of  his  re- 
peated interviews  with  his  colleague,  seemed 
to  aggravate  the  fever  of  his  faculties.  He 
felt  conscious  that  he  was  hurrying  on  to  the 
hnnk   of  a  precipice,   to  the  commission   of 
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«>me  fat&l  atrocity,  and  y^  fancied  himself 
Altugcthcr  incapable  of  resistitig  the  direful 
impulse  that  drove  him  on  ;  and  in  this  anguiflh 
of  fatalism,  after  a  sleepless  night  he  saw  the 
morning  break,  the  afternoon  of  which  was  to 
wiineas  the  perpetration  of  liis  crime.  Such 
w«re  tbb  torments  of  his  ftoul,  that  in  ft  p*- 
roxysin  of  desjwration  he  possessed  himself  of 
Reuben's  pistols,  which  he  loaded ;  detenninedi 
if  anj  thing  prevented  the  execution  of  Us 
^vAign^  to  escape  from  the  pangs  of  detection 
or  disappointment,  by  putting  a  period  to  his 
wretched  existence:  "   "     '' 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  appointed  day,  the 
Squire^s  guests,  ever  faithful  to  a  carousal  from 
which  they  Beldom  de])arted  in  a  state  of  so- 
briety, presented  tliemseJves  at  the  Roakery^ 
where  a  letter  awaited  them  frotn  their  host, 
lamenting  hia  inevitable  absence,  stating  tlitt 
as  every  arrangement  had  been  made  for  their 
good  dieer,  he  hoped  they  would  keep  it  up 
with  their  customary  spirit  and  joviality,  ataJ 
concluding  with  the  information,  that  as  he  ii^ 
engaged  in  an  enterprize  which,  if  prosperous, 
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would  enable  him  to  give  them  many  an  addi- 
tional jollification^  he  trusted  they  would  wind 
up  the  revels  by  drinking  a  bumper  of  claret 
to  his  success.  His  wines  and  his  good  fare 
being  mudi  more  the  object  of  these  l>oon  com- 
panions  than  any  pleasure  to  \ye  derived  from 
his  society,  his  letter  was  greeted  with  unani- 
mous  applause,  and  all  parties  prepared  them- 
selves for  an  implicit  obedience  to  its  injunctions. 
Old  Coningsby,  a  veteran  and  imflinching  to- 
per, was  voted  into  the  chair;  Spunge  Chivers, 
as  he  was  termed,  a  man  who  had  earned  his 
nickname  by  passing  a  long  life  without  once 
passing  the  bottle,  was  elected  his  vice ;  and 
Boper  and  Aldridge,  the  head  servants,  having 
both  been  sworn  upon  a  corkscrew  to  serve  none 
but  the  best  wine,  the  orgies  commenced  in 
due  form.  Their  details  will  not  l)ear  record- 
ing. Suffice  it  to  state,  that  by  the  aid  of  ribald 
jokes.  Bacchanalian  songs,  and  frequent  bum- 
pers, followed  by  the  rattUug  of  glasses,  and 
s;odferous  shouts,  the  whole  party  found  them- 
VpLTeSp  ere  the  night  was  far  advanced,  in  as 
pnpic  a  state  of  happiness  and  hilarity  as  their 
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natures  would  admit ;  ftomo  being  in  a  condition 
of  maudling  or  brawling  into^cadon,  and  sD 
pretty  well  disencumbered  of  their  reasoning 
faculties. 

At  this  juncture  the  chairman,  who  from  hi* 
Innj^er  practice  was  somewhat  less  assatlable 
than  the  others  by  the  effects  of  intemperance, 
bethought  himself  of  their  absent  host's  injum> 
tion,  and  proposed  ordering  fresh  bottles  of 
daret,  that  they  might  drink  success  to  his  en- 
terprize,  whatever  it  might  be,  in  a  royal  bum- 
per. A  clamorous  approbation  testified  the 
opinion  of  his  auditors ;  the  belUrope,  which 
was  fastened  to  his  chair,  as  well  as  to  that  of 
his  vice,  was  \iolently  pulled  by  both  parties, 
and  in  tbe  mean  time  an  order  was  issued  to 
clear  off  whatever  wine  still  remained  upon  ttie 
table. 

No  answer  Ix'ing  given  to  their  summons 
the  bell  was  again  vehemently  rung,  but  wid»- 
out  any  effect ;  and  the  parties  at  last,  impatient 
at  this  delay,  continued  sounding  an  incesseot 
peal,  accompanied  by  the  tumultuous  laughter 
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of  the  anembUd  revellen.  Still  no  *  aervant 
i^vpearedy  and  after  the  names  of  Roper  and 
Aldridge  had  been  repeatedly  yelled  out  in 
every  variety  of  vociferation  without  effect,  the 
chairman  proposed  that  they  should  sally  forth 
in  a  body  to  the  butler^s  pantry,  where  the  wine 
vas  usually  deposited  after  being  brought  up 
out  of  the  cellar,  and  take  it  by  storm ;  a  iik>- 
tioD  which  was  instantly  carried  by  acclamation. 
Reeling  and  hiccoughing,  swearing  and  laugh- 
ing, those  joUy  dogs,  as  the  Squire  loved  to 
call  them,  staggered  into  the  butler'^s  room, 
whexe  by  the  dim  light  of  the  moon  tliey  saw 
4  table  spread  out  in  the  centre,  and  a  figure 
Ijing  extended  upon  it.  "  Damn  it  I**  exclaim- 
ed Cooingsby,  "  hcre^s  Aldridge  or  Roper 
Ijiog  £ut  asleep  upon  the  table.  No  wonder 
they  oouldn'*t  hear  us;  we  might  have  rung 
loog  enough.  Halloo !  you  drunken  rascal ! 
up  with  you,  and  give  us  sober  folks  a  mag- 
num of  the  best  claret."  So  saying,  he  raised 
the  hand  of  the  figure,  intending  to  shake  it 
from  its  slumber ;  but  feeling  it  to  be  as  cold  as 
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a  stone,  he  let  it  go  with  an  itivoluntary 
der,   and   it  lumped   iieavLly   down  upon  the 
table. 

"  Those  are  Hartfield's  boots  III  take  mj 
oath,"  cried  Chivers,  pointing  to  the  legs  of 
the  figure,  but  recoiling  front  touching  it,  as  to 
undefined  thrill  of  doubt  and  terror  ran  through 
his  fracie,  and  partly  restored  him  to  sobriety. 
*^  Ay,  and  his  deer-skin  waistcoat  too,"  stiuu- 
mered  another,  who  was  too  far  gone  to  be 
visited  by  any  misgivings.  *^  Come,  come,  Mu- 
tter liartfield,  none  of  your  tricks  upon  trarel* 
lers;  if  you  are  asleep  I'll  ^ng  out  a  Wev 
hc^a  in  your  ear  that  shall  presently  start  yoa 
lirom  your  slumber."  One  of  the  company 
now  entering  witli  a  candle,  the  last  speaker 
snatched  it  from  his  hand,  and  advancing  to 
the  head  of  the  table  fi>r  the  purpose  of  shout- 
ing his  threatened  "  Yoicks !  Tjdly-ho  I**  he 
held  it  to  the  face  of  the  supposed  sleeper,  when 
a  spectacle  was  presented  which  struck  the 
whole  party  aghast  with  horror. 

It  was  indeed  the  Squire ;  but  as  the  flick- 
enng  light  fell  upon  his  grisly  and  distorted 
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features,  it  became  evident,  even  to  a  drunken 
perception,  that  his  usual  flushed  and  ruddy 
complexion  was  exchanged  for  the  {Nile  ghast- 
Hness  of  death.  His  lower  jaw  had  fallen,  and 
his  upper  lip,  of  livid  hue,  had  shrunk  up,  s  * 
■s  to  ^ve  his  mouth  the  semblance  of  a  hideous 
grin.  Wide  open  and  lustreless,  his  eyes  seem- 
ed to  be  gazing  in  fixed  vacancy  u]M)n  the 
oeiling.  In  one  of  his  temples  was  a  dark  and 
deep  hole,  through  which  he  had  obviously 
received  his  death-wound  ;  and  the  blood,  with 
which  his  hair,  cravat,  waistcoat,  and  a  part 
of  the  table,  were  clotted,  confimietl  too  surely 
the  fatal  nature  of  the  catastrophe. 

Hardened  reprobate  as  he  was,  old  Conings- 
by*8  teeth  rattled  together  in  his  head,  and  the 
perspiration  started  from  his  forehead  at  the 
sight;  while  his  companions,  as  they  stood 
■round  transfixed  and  speechless,  their  counte- 
nances sufFused  with  intemperance  and  agitated 
with  various  expressions  of  horror,  offered  a 
fearful  contrast  to  the  wan  and  dreadful  sere- 
nity which  had  for  ever  sealed  up  the  features 
of  the  unfortunate  being  whose  health  they  had 
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ju^t  becu  about  to  drinL  Scarcely  «  minute 
hi'Axl  thus  elapsed,  in  a  geoi^ral  awe-stricken 
sileDcei  when  the  Squire^s  favourite  puioter. 
which  had  never  quitted  his  body,  and  remaio- 
ed  concealed  under  the  table,  scot  forth  such 
a  long,  wailful,  and  appalling  howl,  that  the 
holder  of  the  caudle  let  it  fall  to  the  ground 
in  his  terror ;  and  the  moon  having  become 
completely  obscured  in  the  interim^  the  vrhck 
assemblage  found  themselves  suddenly  involved 
iu  darkness.  The  pitchy  blackuess  of  the 
room,  the  presence  of  their  hobt  stretched  out 
as  a  ghastly  corpse,  the  apprehensions  of  mtne 
tliat  the  thrilling  and  harrowing  yell  iliey  \\aA 
just  heard  proceeded  from  the  dead  body,  and 
uf  otliers  that  it  was  the  shriek  of  his  ghost. 
sent  a  shuddering  panic  to  every  hearL  A 
simultaneous  rush  to  the  door  was  the  coo«- 
quence  ;  and  the  terrified  guests,  witliout  wait- 
ing for  their  accoutrements  dispersed  confusedlj 
to  their  several  homes,  in  an  agony  of  bewilder- 
ment and  affright* 

To  explain  this  hideous  scene,  we  must  re- 
vert to  the  artist,  who,  at  the  pcricid  appoisCcd 
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for  his  enterprise,  tuok  his  station  upon  the 
Downs  immediately  ahoye  the  village  in  which 
Hekm  resided;  and  wrapping  himself  in  hit 
loose  doak,  beneath  which  his  pistols  were  con- 
cealed, heardy  with  an  indescribable  emotion, 
the  church  clock  strike  five,  which  had  been 
fixed  upon  as  the  signal  for  his  duAcending  the 
iteep  road  with  the  pretended  nioitsagc  to  his 
mistrefls.  As  if  afraid  of  trusting  himself  with 
a  mementos  hesitation,  he  ran  rapidly  down  the 
descent ;  and  encountering  Helen  in  the  little 
ffoden  before  the  Parsonage  House,  he  deli- 
vered the  preconcerted  message,  although  in  a 
hurried  and  incoherent  manner.  This  she  at- 
tributed to  the  speed  with  which  she  had  seen 
him  coursing  down ;  and  being  as  unsuspicious 
of  guile  in  others,  as  incapable  of  it  herself, 
and  anxious,  moreover,  to  show  immediate  re- 
spect to  Mr.  Goldingham^s  wishes,  she  instantly 
opened  the  little  gate,  and  accompanied  him  up 
the  hill,  walking  at  a  brisk  pace. 

Scarcely,  however,  had  they  reached  the  open 
country,  when  a  lurid  glare  was  cast  over 
the  whole  horizon   by  a  dark  cloud  that  was 
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»cco  lowering  aborc  .ihem :  a  ^uddeo  and  vio- 
lent g^^  of  J^ind  whirled  up  the  dust,  stn^t 
^d  pcbljIeSf  I  i;i  c^>*c]ing  ^dk-s;  wtiile  a  kw 
detached  but  unusually  large  dro}>s  fell  around 
t^eni,  which  were  presently  succeeded  b j  a  ^ 
ripus  iQT^Mnt  of  wn.  There  happened  to  he 
ajx  opjc^i  ^hed  aX  a  little  distance,  to  which  they 
raa  foe  .sl^elter,  and  which  they  had  bArdlj 
gained,  when  the  artist,  upon  looking  up„  sav  fl 
llie  black  cloud  open :  the  forked  lightniog 
leapt  forth,  and  plunged  into  the  srooking  earth 
immediately  before  him ;  while,  at  the  same 
moment,  a  tremendous  clap  of  thunder,  ^hith 
seemetl  as  if  it  would  split  the  solid  globe,  burst 
above  ilieir  heads. 

Strongly  susceptible  of  religious  impressioDt, 
although  their  influence  was  evanescent,  and  hi* 
notions  gloomy  and  fanatical,  he  fiaw  in  this 
occi^rei^ce  a  manifestation  of  the  divine  wrath 
a^  ^  .CQnteraplated  crime,  A  fiery  portent 
•eemed  tq  have  been  sent  from  heaven  to  yfvt 
him  fronx  his  eQ,terprifK;,  hi»  consaence  smote 
}fj^,i-  ,^^^J,iPviI  thought  was  rebuked  within 
f^i  ai^  h|^;stood  for  some  time  with  dowocsii 
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looks,  astounded,  awe-stricken,  and  penitent. 
The  storm  ceased  as  suddenly  as  it  had  come 
oa ;  when,  rousing  himself  from  his  prostration 
of  spirit,  he  seized  Helen  by  the  arm,  led  her, 
or  rather  dragged  her,  back  to  the  road  leading 
to  the  ■nli&ge,  hurried  down  the  declivity  with- 
oiit  uttering  a  word,  and,  upon  reaching  the 
gate  of  her  residence,  gave  her  a  gentle  push 
towards  the  house,  shouting  out,  "  We  are 
both  saved !  we  arc  both  saved !"  and  again 
nm  up  the  hill. 

When  he  had  once  more  reached  the  heights 
the  sun  was  shooting  forth  a  brilliant  parting 
ray,  the  birds  were  singing  merrily  in  the  trees, 
the  earth  sent  up  a  fresh  and  fragrant  smell, 
and  a  rainbow  spanning  the  sky,  tinged  with  a 
{larty-colourcd  radiance  a  grove  of  trees  into 
which  one  of  its  distant  extremities  appeared 
to  descend.  In  tlie  rapid  transitions  of  hix 
mind  the  remorse  which  had  been  generated  by 
terror  was  succeeded  by  new  waverings :  he 
began  to  accuse  himself  of  iml>ecility  and  su- 
perstition, and  was  stalking  eagerly  forward, 
more  than  ever  irritated  against  himself  and  all 
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the  world,  when  be  was  accosted  by  ChifiDcrTt 
who  iDtroduced  Hart£eld  aa  the  geAUcnum  that 
WAS  to  Must  tbem  in  their  enterprue>  rDformed 
him  that  orcry  thing  was  in  readiness,  and  io- 
qtiired  what  had  become  of  Miss  Treraniao, 
with  whom  they  had  seen  him  walking  liefeve 
*the  storm  shrouded  Uiem  from  their  riev^ 

"  I  have  carried  her  bftck,^  replied  Baxtl ; 
>**I  have  altered  my  mind — I  aludl  gono/if- 
iher  in  the  cnter|)riz€." 

"  Changed  your  mind  —  go  no  farther  f 
shouted  the  Squire ;  "  what  do  you  nnm 
Wrrah?** 

'*  I  mean  what  I  say,*^  replied  Basil  sidkn]  v ; 
**  I  conducted  her  back,  and  I  have  done  witfc 
the  affair.^ 

*'  ^Sblood  I  then  you  are  a  liar  and  a  coward,'* 
roared  the  disappointed  Squire,  reddening  si- 
most  to  scarlet,  and  becoming  hoarse  with  rage 

The  artist's  sallow  countenance  assumed  a  li- 
vid hue,  and  his  bloodless  lips  quivered  as  be 
replied  with  a  forced  calmness,  "  Beware,  Sir. 
how  you  tempt  a  desperate  man ;  I  haw  the 
means  of  vengeance  about  me,  and  I  value  - 
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nj  life  ft  idt  dnoe  I  have  lost  th«  lut  liope  of 
obubing  Miss  TrevaauAD." 

^ Whoop!  Ytm  obtmn  berP  ahouted  the 
Sqnn.  **Sfiak  ne,  you  Uind  buzuid,  you 
wne  but  our  tool,  our  fool,  our  cat's-paw,  our 
dosoy-duck.*— It  vat  I  who  was  to  have  earned 
her  off;  and  as  aoon  as  yon  had  inveigled  her 
hither^  I  had  given  orders  that  you  should  hv 
ebucked  into  a  horse-pond  for  your  paiM^'* 

A  vengeful  scowl  flashed  darkly  from  the 
artist's  eye  as  he  threw  back  his  cloak,  and 
snatching  his  pistols  exclaimed,  ^*  Then  it  is  you 
who  are  the  liar  and  the  scoundrel,  and  unless 
you  wish  me  to  add  coward  to  the  list,  you 
will  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  punishing 
you  as  you  deserve.''*  At  these  words  he  ten- 
dered one  of  the  pistols  to  the  Squire,  who 
fiercely  snatched  it,  calling  out  to  Chinnery 
to  measure  the  ground  instantly,  and  drop  his 
bat  when  they  were  to  fire. 

In  vain  did  the  terrified  Chinnery  impkire 
Aem  to  be  pacified,  or  at  all  events  to  wait  till 
another  second  could  be  found.  Furious  at  hh 
hesitation  the  Squire  pointed  his  weapon  at  hifi 
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•  iheady  exdumhig^  ^*  *Sbiood  !  jou  oki  driveller ! 
•.do  as  you  tare  \Ad,  or  by   HeaTen  you  shall 
hare  a  bullet  In  your  brain*'^  •<* 

iFrightenod  into  obedience  at  tins  threat  he 
measured   the  frroiind,    tlie  parties   took   th^ 
iBtutions,  he  let  Ml  the  hatt  liartficld  Hred  the 
t  very  moment  it  wus  loosed  fn)in  his  hand,  and 
t missed  his  adversary.     It  was  the  first  time  the 
artist  had  ever- handled  a  'fiistol:  he  levelled 
it  with  a  treinbliug  aim,  but  with  fntnl  efirct, 
for  the  ball  entered  the  temple  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Squire,  who  uttered  a  hoarse  yell,  clapped 
Ids  hand  to  his  head,  and  fell  dead  upon  the  turf. 
Chinncry  skulked  from  tlie  ground  without 
waiting  to  sec  whether  his  friend  were  beyond 
the  reach  of  assistance ;  BasU,  throwing  down 
the  fatal  pistol,  fled  away  in  the  utmost  con- 
sternation ;  but  a  pointer  which  had  accompa- 
nied the  deceased  to  the  ground,   remained  by 
the  body,   howliog    and    moaning   uutil  it  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  some  passing  country- 
men, who  recognizing  the  unfortunate  Squiiv, 
placed  the  body  in  a  chaise  cart,  carried  it  to 
the  Kookery,  and  laid  it  upon  the  table  of  the 
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butler't  room.  Instead  of  informiDg  the  guests 
cf  the  event,  or  taking  such  measures  as  the 
melancholy  catastrophe  required,  the  servants, 
knowing  that  an  execution  would  be  imme^ 
diately  placed  upon  the  houae  and  its  contents, 
hurried  sway  in  all  directioos  to  secure  their 
own  c&cts,  and  it  was  in  the  midst  of  this 
eoofusion  that  the  unconscious  revellers  had 
found  their  way  to  the  chamber  of  death  in  the 
manner  we  have  described. 


X    o 


*'  !  rt6  ft  stnnfe  conft^on  in  thlnv 
Hum  chakeH  thy  )ieftd>  And  liold'it  kik 
To  ffpcak  a  truth-  U  he  be  slain,  aay  s< 
The  toctgntf  offeadj:  not  thni  reporu  hw  i 
And  ho  doth  eiu  that  doth  Ji^lie  the  il**a»: 
.Na(  he  wiiijzh  tayn  the  dead  is  not  alat?.' 

Had  ^e  unsus]}ccting  Helen  been 
the  atrocious  conspiracies  again  &t 
aod  honour,  which  she  had  thm 
escaped,  she  would  not  hare 
after  parting  from  the  artist*  tn 
lity  of  mind.     Struck  as  she  had  htt 
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from  the  lightmng,  she  thought  little  more  of 
the  occurrence,  taking  it  for  granted  that  be 
had  run  back  to  his  uncle,  to  excuse  her  non- 
attendance  on  account  of  the  weather.  She 
vaa  a  good  deal  surprized,  however,  at  seeing 
nothing  of  Reuben  during  the  whole  of  thv 
following  day,  when  the  banns  were  published 
for  the  third  and  last  time  without  interruption  ; 
but  concluding  that  some  of  the  preliminary 
arrangements  had  required  him  to  go  over  to 
Goldingham  PUu»,  and  that  he  would  explain 
the  cause  of  liis  absence  when  he  returned  next 
m<Mming  with  hisunde,  the  circumstance  excited 
no  apprehennon  in  her  mind.  After  the  calm 
lumbers  <^  the  night,  she  saw  the  sun  arises 
nahecing  in  her  wedding-day  with  an  auspicious 
brightness,  and  having  attired  herself  in  the 
ample  and  el^^t  array  provided  for  the  happy 
occasion,  she  awaited  the  arrival  of  Mi^  Gol- 
dingham, not  doubting  that  the  bridegroon 
would  accompany  him.  With  his  usual  puAc^ 
tuality,  the  former  presented  himself  as  the 
cbck  struck  the  appointed  hour,  and  immti- 
diately  inquired  for  Reuben,  of  whom  he' die- 
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dared  that  he  bad  seen  ngtiiing,  and  had  ex- 
pected uf  course  tP  m^et  liim  at  the  village. 
Thh  statement  excited  tha  utuiosi  astooibhincau 
as  every  thing  had  been  so  distinctly  arrai>ged 
and  undcrstix>d  by  all  parties.  A  scn'ant  «a& 
dispatclieil  to  tlie  fisberman^a  huusc  wheK  be 
lodged,  wIh)  braugJit  bock  word  that  d>ey  bad 
aeen  nothing  of  Inin  fiioce,  the  moniin^  fif 
Saturday. 

A  new-  amazement}  not  umningled  with  alarmt 
w&s  excited  by  this  intelligence.  There  intisl 
have  been  sooie  iniatake  upon  hh  purt,  for  vhicfa 
they  were  all  utterly  unable  to  account.  A*  it 
was  possible,  however,  tluU,  he  might  be  heard  of 
at  Goldiagham  Place,  a  messenger  waa  sent  tbi- 
tlier  with  oil  speed,  and  the  wedding  party,  en- 
deavouring to  explain  Reuben^s  Qou-.appearance 
by  various  conjectures,  and  to  conceal  from  one 
another  the  misgivings  by  which  tliey  were 
visited,  awaited  the  return  of  the  servant  with 
a  deep  though  unexpressed  anxiety.  Upon  the 
mau^s  appearance^  he  declared  that  he  couM 
gain  no  tidings  ,of  him  whatever,  and  stated  ia 
addition  the  news  he  had  picked  up  on  tlie  road, 
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that  Squire  Hartfield  had  been  found  fthot 
threragh  tfae  head,  and  that  a  pair  of  pistols 
were  lying  on  the  grass  near  the  body,  with  Mr. 
Reuben  Apsley's  name  engraved  upon  them. 

At  this  intelligence  Helen  turned  deadly  pale, 
Jbr  she  reoollected  that  her  lorer  had  threaten- 
^  to  compel  the  Squire  to  dedst  from  his  im- 
portnnities,  and  though  it  was  true  that  she 
had  recently  been  relieved  from  them,  nothing 
aeemed  more  probable  than  that  some  angry  en- 
ominter  might  have  taken  place  between  the 
fMurtiect,  and  have  produced  the  catastrophe  in 
question.  A  sudden  sickness  of  the  heart  over- 
dune  her,  she  leant  upon  her  mother,  and  was 
supported  out  of  the  room,  Goldingham  fol- 
lowing and  intreating  them  not  be  alarmed,  for 
though  the  pistols  might  be  Reubcn^s,  he  would 
never  believe  he  had  fought  a  duel,  since  he 
bad  often  heard  him  condemn  the  practice  as  a 
very  doubtful  proofs  of  personal  courage,  while 
it  was  a  certain  evidence  of  moral  cowardioc.— 
**  Odsheart !  my  dear  young  lady,""  he  ezclaim- 
edf  ^  the  boy  is  as  bold  as  a  lion,  and  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Sedgemoor,  as  every  body  knows,  fought 
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lik«  a  hcni,  long  after  the  Ouke  had  nto 
away;  but  he  is  no  duelliat-^no  boUying  duel- 
lilt.  60  dieer  npylcheer  up,  there  ^b  a  goodl 
girl,  and  I  warrant  I UI  ^rret  him  out  in  a  day 


or  two. 


•  M»'"i 
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In  spite  of  thc&e  aiauntnd»  a 'gcnertd  aowty 
and  alarm  were  excited  by  his  disappearance ; 
but  in  the  very  imdat  of  her  own  sufiermg%, 
acute  as  they  were^  and  rendered  perhaps  idor 
poignant  by  their  being  occoinpanied  with  \ah 
certainty  and  suspense,  Helen's  thoughts  reviert- 
ed  to  the  still  more  distressing  situation  of  her 
friend  Emily  Hartticld,  and  as  soon  sls  she  bad 
a  little  recovered  from  the  tirM  shock  of  theia- 
telligence,  slic  requested  her  mother  to  acooia- 
pany  her  to  the  Rookery.  Upon  thetr  arrivsl 
they  found  the  house  in  the  occtijKition  ei 
Sheriffs'  officers — the  servantfl  had  fled,  all 
was  confusion :  and  the  unfortunate  JumU 
having  abandoned  herself  in  the  first  inAiano^ 
with  the  usual  vehemence  of  her  character^'to 
an  uncontrollable  passion  of  grief,  waa  disoovo^ 
ed  sitting  in  her  owu  dianiber  io  such  a  state  of 
exhaustion  and  stupor,  as  to  be  scarcely  sensifab 
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ci  what  wat  passing  around  her.  She  said 
aodiing,  and  betrayed  neither  fdeasure  nor  re. 
Inctsnee  as  they  assisted  her  to  the  carriage, 
utixk  was  ordered  to  Harpsdcn  Hall,  as  theiv 
was  now  no  longer  any  motive  for  continuing 
tbnr  residence  by  the  sea  side.  Helena  aflbc- 
tmaate  and  soothii^  attentions  soon  restored  her 
to  ooDseiousneBa,  and  cren  to  a  comparative  de* 
gate  oi  oonposuRy  but  she  was  hardly  able  to 
oosdinie  these  diaritable  offices  to  her  friend, 
foot  her  own  feelings  deepened  into  constema- 
tion  and  dismay  when,  on  the  following  even- 
ing, a  fisherman  brought  in  Reuben'^s  hat, 
wUdi  had  been  left  by  the  tide  on  a  deso- 
late part  of  the  beadi,  not  far  from  the  vil. 
lage  where  they  hod  been  residing.  From  its 
appearance  it  had  obviously  been  some  time  in 
the  water,  and  the  most  sinister  forelxxlings  as 
to  his  fate  now  filled  her  mind  with  gloom  and 
despondency. 

Various  were  the  conjectures  entertained  by 
others.  Most  people  thought  that  he  was  the 
antbor  of  the  Squire's  death,  and  suspected 
that  in  the  agitation  and  hurry  of  his  escape 
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£roin  the  scene  of  action  he  had  fallen  oyer  the 
ciMh  and  perished.  It  waa  known  thsit  he  was 
in  the  habit  of  walking  back  to  the  village  iIqo^ 
the  sands,  and  it  vaa  surmised  by  some  thai  be 
might  have  been  surprised  by  the  Ude^  where 
it  rose  a^nst  the  chalky  walls  of  thecoa&t,  and 
thus  have  been  drowned  before  be  could  t^ 
enpe.  In  spite  of  the  most  diligent  reaearchec 
and  inquiries,  and  of  u  considerable  reward  ol^ 
fercd  for  his  disoorery,  no  tidings  could  be 
gained,  not  the  smallest  light  was  thrown,  either 
upon  the  Squire^s  deatJi  or  the  mysterious  dis- 
appearance of  Reuben. 

Guldingham  and  Lady  Trevanian  remained 
plunged  in  the  deepest  affliction,  and  poor 
Helen,  who  had  seen  the  cup  of  peace  and  hap* 
piness  lifted  to  her  lips  only  to  be  crudly 
dashed  to  the  ground,  suffered  a  relapse  of  ber 
fonner  uialady,  and  sunk  under  a  dejection  of 
spirits  whicli  became  every  day  more  alanniiig, 
as  every  day  coniinned  her  dismal  forebodn^ 
that  Reuben  was  indeed  no  more.  Never  per- 
haps was  witnessed  so  sudden  and  distK«sii^ 
a  change  from  present  lightness  of  heart,  and 
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aftdcipation  ai  future  joy,  to  that  ttcknett  of 
the  whole  soul  -which  arises  from  immediate 
Iwpe  deferred,  and  {^dually  darkcos  into  the 
MatlLBtBB  <A  despur.  It  was  a  touching  spee- 
tadle  to  see  Emily,  herself  incoDsdable,  endea- 
vouring to  eomfort  and  sustain  her  friend ;  and 
Helen  «triTing  to  conceal  her  own  griefs  that 
dw  night  not  aggravate  those  of  the  scnsitiTe 
md  warm-hearted  Emily.  Neitlier,  however, 
could  succeed  in  her  generous  aim ;  and  the 
general  despondency  increased  witli  the  lapse 
of  every  anxious  day  that  passed  over  in  the 
same  dark  uncertainty. 

There  was  one  person,  indeed,  whose  mind 
•■derwent  a  change  of  an  opposite  nature. 
Upon  returning  home  after  the  fatal  rencounter 
with  the  Squire,  BsAil  felt  as  if  the  brand  and 
ike  curse  of  the  first  murderer  were  upon  liis 
blow  and  upon  his  heart.  He  looked  at  his 
tijBinbling  hands,  and  imagined  chat  he  saw  them 
Mined  with  blood ;  every  sound  appalled  hioi ; 
be  doubted  not  diat  he  should  be  delivered  up 
isilo  the  hands  of  justice,  and  with  a  sullen  dcs* 
fention  resolved  to  remain  in  his  room,  and 


submit  passively  to  his  fate,  whatever  it  might 
be.  To  his  fx^at  artontshnient,  however,  he 
learnt  that  no  suftptciot)  whatever  attached  tu 
anyone  except  to  Reuben,  as  the  peqsetrator 
of  the  crime)  an  impreeisaon  which  had  bucomc 
nearly  universal  since  the  rf?<y»gnition  of  the 
pistols,  and  the  flight  of  the  presumed  adver- 
sary ;  and  he  liBtenwl  to  the  detaiU  of  hU 
cousin's  probable  death  with  an  intense  interest^ 
that  convulsed  his  sonl  with  the  new  prospects 
which  it  opened.  A  few  months  ago  he  would 
have  been  harrowed  with  grief  at  the  very 
recital  which  now  iiiflamcti  hira  with  renovated 
hope.  His  blind  notions  of  fatality  gave 
peraatural  importance  to  these  dispenaai 
and  corroborated  all  his  extravagant  coi 
To  get  rid  of  both  his  rivals  at  oncc^ 
the  same  day!  It  was  obvioualy  a  decree  of 
fate — I'very  impediment  was  to  bo  removed,  ia 
ortler  that  he  mii^ht  ultimately  possess  Hflen; 
and  even  his  crime  of  murder  lost  its  enormitj 
when  he  could  imagme  himself  to  be  a  nerr 
instrument  in  the  hands  of  an  inevitable  and 
relentless  destiny.     Fallacious  as  they  were,  hn 
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notions  served  to  moderate  the  terope&t  of  his 
soul;  his  hopes  increased  as  those  of  others 
diminished;  and  in  the  midst  of  suirounding 
^oom,  he  experienced  a  more  than  usual  free- 
dom from  his  constitutional  dejection. 

A  new  feeling  which  he  nourished  at  first 
vith  oomplacency,  and  presently  came  to  gloat 
upon  with  delight,  now  began  to  give  an  addi- 
tiooal  stimulus  to  the  master-passion  of  his 
soul ;  the  seeds  of  avarice  which  were  flcattered 
in  his  composition  only  required  to  be  fostered 
by  circumstances  that  they  might  germinate 
and  develope  themselves.  In  the  event  of 
Reuben's  death  and  Groldingham's  sanction  of 
his  addresses  to  Helen,  he  thought  he  might 
oftlculate  upon  the  same  generosity  for  making 
his  fortune  equal  to  Miss  Trevanian's,  which 
vaa  in  itself  enough  to  gratify  a  moderate  cu- 
pidity; while  the  probiibiUty  of  becoming  his 
uncle's  sole  heir,  gave  him  a  fair  chance  of 
nnking  as  one  of  the  most  opulent  men  in  the 
county.  When  he  compared  these  prospects 
irith  his  present  precarious  and  dependant  pro- 
ion,  he  was  more  than  ever  anxious  for  their 
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realization,  and  felt  at  all  events  gratified  tn 
considering  that  the  new  relation  in  which  he 
stood  to  Goldinghaniy  as  the  presumptive  in. 
heritor  uf  bis  whole  fortune,  placed  him  upoo 
a  ]mr  with  Helen,  and  authorised  him  to 
demand  her  hand  uith  the  greater  boldnofis^ 
Besides,  he  could  not  be  taunted  with  having 
been  a  rebel ;  he  was  willing  to  profess  what* 
ever  politics  might  be  proposed  to  him;  and 
under  these  circuu&tances  he  flattered  himself 
tliat  Lord  Trevanian  would  not  withhold  bit 
consent. 

Encouraged  by  this  calculating  logic,  as  well 
as  by  the  coutident  {lersuagion  that  the  destiny 
which  had  screened  him  from  all  suspicion  in 
tlie  affuir  of  t)ie  SquinTs  death,  and  had  thus 
pointedly  and  mysteriously  removed  every  im- 
pediment to  his  suit,  would  secure  it  an  au^pi- 
ciou?^  reception  from  his  mistress,  he  impatiently 
waited  the  lapse  of  a  few  days  more,  and  then 
seized  an  opportunity  when  he  found  himself 
alone  with  Helen,  of  expressing  his  perfect 
conviction  that  no  farther  tidings  would  cvw 
be  received  of  his  unfortunate  cousin,  declaring 
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that  he  himself  had  been  passionately  ena- 
moured of  her  from  the  first  moment  he  had 
seen  her,  soliciting  her  hand  in  marriage,  and 
crowing  a  hope  that  his  uncle  would  extend 
to  him  the  same  generous  provision  lie  had 
iBtended  for  his  cousin,  and  that  Lonl  Treva- 
fljan  would  in  this  instance  wilh'ngly  give  his 
ooDsent,  although  he  had  refused  it  to  Reuben. 
The  astonished  and  disgusted  Helen  could 
hardly  trust  the  evidence  of  her  own  ears.  En- 
feebled and  heart-stricken  as  she  was,  the  iiw 
suit  of  such  a  proposition  coming  from  such  a 
quarter,  so  shortly  after  the  mysterious  event 
which  had  plunged  them  all  in  misery,  aroused 
her  indignation  as  a  proceeding  equally  inde- 
cent, loathsome,  and  revolting.  Her  usual  pla- 
cid manner  gave  way  to  an  angry  animation, 
her  eyes  sparkled,  and  a  burning  flush  crim- 
ioned  either  cheek  as  she  indignantly  rebuked 
him  for  his  boldness  and  ingratitude,  and  added 
that  after  the  unprincipled  declaration  he  had 
just  made,  no  circumstances,  and  no  lapse  of 
time,  could  ever  induce  her  to  look  upon  him 
otherwise    than   with    unqualified   detestation. 


REUBEN    APBtEY. 


S<>  saying  she  arose — forbade  him  ever  again 
to  enter  I  he  house,  and  hurried  out  of  tbt 
apertujcDt. 

Every  faculty  of  the  artist  was  now  sub- 
jected to  a  new  revulsion,  and  his  soul  wu 
shaken  to  its  very  foundations.  The  confidence 
in  his  destiny,  which  had  inspired  him  with  flucfa 
favourable  prcsenliments  of  success,  was  prored 
to  be  a  fond  delusion  ;  his  last  hope  had  abai>- 
doned  him ;  he  was  stung  to  the  quick  by  the 
terms  and  manner  of  his  rejection ;  and  wretch- 
edness, exasperation,  and  violence,  a|^aio  olv 
tained  dominion  of  his  mind.  For  some  tlnif 
he  was  a  prey  to  their  tyranny,  from  which  he 
imly  took  refuge  at  length  in  a  sullen  desper»* 
tion.  Itesolved  not  to  submit  to  a  repetition  of 
the  torments  he  had  endured,  he  determiiMd 
again  to  seek  an  interview  with  Helen,  to 
one  more  appeal  to  her  heart,  and  if  unsuccess- 
ful, to  dcbtroy  himself  in  her  presence  I 

Having  provided  himself  with  a  pistol  for 
this  purpose,  he  prowled  about  Ilarpsden  Hall, 
until  he  had  seen  Lady  Trevanian  go  out  io 
the  carriage,  when,  apprehending  that  the  8cr- 
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▼ants  might  have  orders  not  to  admit  him,  he 
stole  in  at  the  side-gate,  made  his  way  up-stairs, 
unperceived,  and  entered  the  drawing-room, 
where  he  found  Helen  alone. 

She  would  have  immediately  left  the  apart- 
ment, but,  seising  her  by  the  arm,  he  prevented 
her  purpose,  and  falling  upon  his  knees,  swore 
that  he  would  compel  her  to  hear  him,  and  at 
the  same  time  implored  forgiveness  for  his 
audacity.  He  then  made  a  hurried  and  passion- 
ate appeal  to  her  feelings ;  declared  that  he  was 
in  a  state  of  frenzy  and  desperation,  that  he 
could  not  sup|x>rt  existence  without  her,  and 
unless  she  allowed  him  to  lio}>e,  would  never 
rise  from  that  attitude,  or  quit  her  presence 
alive. 

**  This  is  language,"  said  Helen,  endeavour- 
ing to  disengage  her  arm,  **  which  you  ought 
not  to  utter,  nor  I  to  hear.  I  had  hoped  that 
you  would  have  spared  us  both  the  pain  of 
atoother  interview,  that  I  had  expressed  myself 
akeady  with  sufficient  cxplicitncss.  Your  pre- 
sent proceeding  only  confirms  my  resolution, 
and  I  now  repeat  to  you,  and,  if  possible,  with 


more  solemnity  than  before,  that  I  at  once 
abhor  and  despise  you— and  that  I  am  neither 
to  be  von  by  jour  entreaties,  nor  intimidated 
by  your  menaces.     Unhand  me.  Sir  f 

**  Then  it  is  all  over!*^  furiously  exclaimed 
the  artist ;  "  my  blood  be  upon  your  head  T 
At  these  words,  he  released  her  arm,  tore  a 
pistol  from  his  l>o&a(u,  and  was  in  the  act  of 
raising  it  to  his  head,  when  the  door  flew  open, 
and  he  beheld  an  i^parition,  at  sight  of  whicL 
a  loud  shout  of  terror  burst  from  bia  lipt,  the 
weapon  dropped  from  his  hand,  and  ho  burst 
out  of  the  room  like  a  maniac. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

••  Our  hint  of  woe 
b  eommon ;  every  day  wmie  lailur*!  wife» 
The  muten  of  Home  merohant,  and  the  merchant. 
Hare  ja«t  our  theme  of  wue :  but  for  the  miracle, 
I  mean  our  prewnration,  few  in  millionii 
Can  speak  like  us." 

SHAKSPKAaE. 

On  the  afternoon  upon  which  Helen  was  to 
have  been  forcibly  carried  off,  Reuben  had  been  ^ 
walking  along  the  lM?ach  on  his  return  to  the 
Tillage,  from  which  however  he  was  still  two 
or  three  miles  distant,  when  he  was  surprised 
by  the  same  heavy  tempest  which  had  wrought 
Mich  a  sudden  change  in  the  mind  of  Dasil, 
and  had  induced  him  to  forego  his  desperate 
dengo.    Climbing  up  some  of  the  broken  frag- 
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merits  of  the  difT  in  search  of  shelter,  he  div 
eoverod  an  opening  to  a  coQsi<ler»ble  €xcav^ 
tion,  which  he  entered,  and  found  that  it  peoe- 
trated  some  distance,  into  the  earth,  its  furtbei 
eictremity  being  nearly  eeveloped  in  darliAesi) 
and  strewed  with  scattered  portions  of  the  nxlw 
While  he  was  waiting  the  paRfiing  of  the  stonn 
in   this  spot,  he  ohsetved   a  party    advaucipg 
along  the  sands,  whose  aj^pearaxice  and  proceed- 
ings excited  in    him  no    small  degree  of  <a^ 
rioaity.     It  consistod  of  ten  persons,  most  of 
them  having  swords  by  their  sides,  and,  as  xbn 
wind  occasionally  blew  hack  tlic  cloaks  in  which 
they  were  muffled,  he  noticed  that   they  were 
also  armed  with  pistols.     They  seemed  to  h$ 
engaged  in  deep  conversation,  stopping  from 
,time  to  time  to  make  signals  to  two  men  who 
paddled  a  small  boat  along  shore,  as  if  apcoci- 
panying  them ;  and   looking  anxiously  in  all 
directions,  as  if  they  did  not  wish   thoir  pur- 
pose, whatever  it  might  be,  to  be  discovered. 
Kcubcn  knew  this  part  of  the  coast  to  be  muc^h 
infested  by  smugglers  and  other  lawlc86  chanAi 
ters,  but  the  present  party  did  no:t{  appea^^ 


^^ 
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belong  t0  ray  siich  clam.  From  their  dreu 
mbd  deportment  U  might  rathev  be  inferred 
that  they  were  gentlemen ;  but  as  they  were  all 
armed)  and  as  their  cautious  conduct  seemed 
to  confess  that  they  were  engaged  in  some  ha- 
aaidous,  and  perhaps  illegal^  affair,  he  deemed 
it  prudent  to  withdraw  farther  back  into  the 
tecetS)  until  they  should  have  passed. 

The  boatmen,  howe^vr,  now  rested  upon  their 
oBTSy  and  the  party  on  the  beach  halting  at 
the  sanK  time,  began  to  climb  up  the  rugged 
rocks  that  led  to  the  cave.  Imagining  that 
they  might  be  seeking  it  for  the  same  purpose 
dfl  himself,  merely  to  obtain  present  shelter 
fhxn  the  rain,  and  not  feeling  anxious  to  form 
acquaintance  with  such  mysterious  personages, 
he  determined  to  ensconce  himself  behind  one 
of  the  fragments  at  the  farther  end  of  the 
esre,  presuming  that  the  visitants  would  coa- 
tinue  their  route  as  soon  as  the  weather  per- 
ndtted.  He  had  hardly  done  so  when  the 
pBTty  entered,  and  as  their  consultation  pro- 
ceeded, Reuben  became  the  unintentional  and 
moat  unwilling  auditor  of  a  conrersation  which 
L  ft 
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pta{re(3''t1i)e1iVes'o^t!h'^  speaker*  fak'  hlft  t^ower; 
ati^  which,  hfe  ifelt  pd'mfuUy  awar*-,  -w^ulil 
equally  pit-  Ks  hi  tRdra,' '  rfiould  he  happra^ft 
fee  d!sc6vei^.'  One  of  the  pnrty  w^  k  Butcb- 
lArakl^  aii  "^tzdiotixed  agent  df  ibe  Prin^  «! 
Orange',  who  long  before  hjs  Jnva'slott  of  Engi- 
land  sent  emissaries  into  different  counties,  lo 
liscertain  the  spirit  of  the  people,  and  tlie  piftv 

iMe  iiijmbers  that  would  join  Wto,  %  order 
^^lal  he  might  choose  the  most  eligible  part  tf 
4he  coast  for  a  descent.  Wth  this  person  was 
^associated  a  refugee  French  Protestant,  an  en- 
thusiast in  the  cause  of  his  religion,  who  had 
procured  tiiis  appointment,  by  stating  his  com- 

!tency  to  act  as  interpreter,  from  his  know- 
ledge of  Dutch  and  English  which,  however, 
'Ho  far  as  ihe  latter  language  was  concerned, 
was  of  a  very  limited  nature.  The  other  eigbt 
'were  patriotic  gentlemen  of  Devonshire,  whom 
ihe  failure  of  Monmouth's  rebellion,  and  all  the 
Severities  of  Jeffreys,  had  not  deterred  from 
forbririg  TieW  schemes  for  the  downftd  of  the 
tyrant,  thouf^  they  migirt  dictate  fciri  additidtel 
degree  of  eautiori  in  their  proceedings.     From 


i^tfioayen&tioa  ih^i..  ensued^,  it  appeared  thm 
f^  JfAn^  already  contemj^ted  a  deacent  in 
J)eirQiiahife,  a  meaaure  which  the  gentlemen  of 
ift9t,  cpyiTity  strenuously  advocaled,  pledging 
tA^emaelvfs  individually  to  support  him  with  all 
tbm  inteceati  and  giving  in  the  names  of  va- 
HouA  friends  and  adherents  on  whose  co-op&- 
xation  he  might  confidently  rely.  The  dis- 
opotenta  were  represented  as  being  universal 
ithvoughout  the  country,  every  thing  as  being 
i^irourable  to  the  projected  enterprise,  and  the 
sanguine  Frenchman,  jumping  rather  too  Iias- 
4Uy  to  its  successful  conclusion>  strutted  up  and 
down  the  cave  ejaculating,  ^'  Ah^  ha  I  U  voiid 
itmc  ckoiic,  congedicf  raivoye^  ft  pauvrt  Roi 
Jacques  r 

Swinging  round  upon  his  heel  in  the  triumph 
<ji  this  anticipated  achievement,  his  other  foot 
aame  in  contact  with  Ileuben'*s  body,  when  the 
ASttonidlied  Gaul,  not  knowing  whether  he  had 
.disturbed  a  man  or  a  beast,  drew  his  sword,  and 
prepaid  to  make  a  thrust  at  the  undistinguish- 
,  able  object  of  his  alarm.  Reuben  started  sud- 
denly on  one  side  to  avoid  the  blow,  when  the 
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FreAd^Mon  cried  out^  **  TotitHrre  dc  Dieut 
«OMnM»f  ^ahi^  ftoHs  sdmmes  traJosP' 

The  swords  «f  His  compttnioiu  leaprd  &om 
their  itonhlfAnlfc  At  the  sound,  and  iu  a  mofnent 
Kettbei)  found  himself  rudely  grappled  by  half 
a  dozen  hands  at  once,  while  as  many  weapons 
were  pointed  at  his  throat,  amid  confused  and 
anpfry  <T}eB  that  be  should  declare  who  mod 
Sn/UtkX  he  waa.  *'  Otez  vou$  de  id  !  take  yooraelvca 
from  that,"  shouted  the  Frenchman,  drawing  a 
pifttol  from  his  breast,  which  he  cooked  aid 
pointed  at  Reuben — *^  AlUndtz  !  you  shall  see 
just  now  how  I  will  make  his  brains  jump  T* 

"  Silence  I  Sir — silence  V^  R^d  one  of  die 
Englishmen,  putting  down  the  muzxle  of  hii 
weapon;  "this  is  our  last  resource;  we  wlH 
have  nothing  done  rashly  ;  dcspentdoea  we  may 
be,  but  we  are  not  assadsins.  We  will  at  all 
events  hear  what  he  has  to  say  for  himself.* 

80  saying,  they  draped  him  roughly  for- 
wardtt  into  the  light,  when  Reuben  Stated  rery 
candidly  who  he  was,  declared  that  he  bad 
come  there  by  accident,  merely  i  to  avoid  thfe 
storm»  and  protested  most  veheuicntly  that  be 
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^mld^nfeVer  rereal  wAat  he  had  m>  uniiitWitkini. 
alij  heard,  rinee  ht  had  aireadj  besn  a  tufterar 
■iTihe  fame  of  liberty^  and  was  aq  anxioui  as 
ao^a£-hu  auditors  could  lie  £ar  tbeauaceea^f 
IfarBfinoeVoBtcqmaa.  Unfortamtelyfor  B«a^ 
Inailie  waa  only  known  to  one  <^  the  party» 
tend  t»  fahn  in  to  unlucky  a  manner,  that  iiw 
htead  of  benefiting  him,  it  exercised  a  motl 
vaialsr  influence  upon  his  fate^  The  individual 
an- question,  having  accidentally  seen  him  at  the 
ikde  Tillage  by  the  sea-side,  bad  learnt  in  an- 
swer to  his  inquiries,  that  he  was  lodging  in  the 
miseiable  tenement  of  a  fisherman ;  that  be  was 
.«tmously  skulking  there  for  no  good  purpose, 
«nd  that  it  was  generally  suspected  he  was  a 
tGorernment  spy.  No  sooner  was  this  inforui^ 
tion  stated  tlian  several  of  the  party  again  clap- 
}ped  th«r  hands  upon  tlieir  swords  or  pistols, 
ezclaimiDg,  **  A  manifest  spy  !  despatch  bim  ! 
despatch  the  viUail^  or  we  are  all  ruined.""  The 
««eent  barbarous  executions,  and  the  system  of 
Isqnonage  and  treachery,  by  which  they:  had 
been  fallowed,  had  rendered  ail  those  who  were 
DDWi  exposing  themselves  to  the  vengeance  of 
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the  kw»^  .$H  f {ifP(;e .  <Ustru&tf ul  and  remorseless ; 
feeling&^  7rlu^,.th^  present  pajrtj  felt  them- 
f(^n^itQ  ifuUy  .jufi^fie4.  in  participatii^,;  that 
th^y  were  about  to  sacrifice  Reuben  (q  their 
fears  witliout  further  inquiry,  especially  2»s  tlte 
•putchiuan^  who  had  hitherto  stood  peife^j 
still,  ,^  most  phlegmatic  spectator  o£  their  pr» 
cecdinga,  now  took  the  pipe  from  bis  mouth, 
epat  upon  the  ground,  and  very  deliberately 
observed  in  Dutch :  "  It  is  a  simple  matter  of 

calculation  ;  just  ten  lives  to  one ,"  when 

be  resumed  bis  smoking. 

"  Sacre  I  you  have  reason,^  exclaimed  the 
Frenchman.  ''When  one  has  affair  todo,«ii 
an  Es]>ion — a  what  you  call — il  »c  s'agU  qut  dc 
U  tuer  i^""  and  so  saying,  he  once  more  raised  hii 
P^tol.  i..    .^^,,..,  ^„ 

"  Stop,  Sir,  stop !"  said  the  party  nrho  liad 
first  interfered  in  Reuben's  behalf,  again  laying 
his  hand  upon  the  uplifted  weapon  ;  **  tliis  gen- 
tleman may  truly  be  what  he  has  represented 
himself;  at  all  events  he  is  our  countr^'^man  ;  if 
he  indeed  residca  in  Dorsetshire,  as  he  states, 


iht^^O'dYichatf^  mirdutj  towards  Ttim ** 

"'^I«c  Muff!*  Interposed  a  second;  "if  sfl! 
ddt^  <M>Untryttien  may  be  called  our  neighbours, 
dtk  duty  towards  ten  millions  of  them  is  much 
Hitmg^  than  towards  one ;  and  if  the  cause  df 
A^' whole  people  of  England  is  not  worth  the 
ilhMfloe  of  a  single  life,  we  have  been  fools  and 
iukdiDen  to  embark  in  it.  I  am  for  putting  the 
fellow  to  death/' 

'*  As  to  my  own  life,"  said  a  second,  "I  value 
it  not  a  rush,  but  we  have  no  right  to  throw 
cway  those  of  our  friends  and  confederates. 
Bemember  how  many  of  their  names  have  been 
tnentioned  in  the  hearing  of  this  traitor,  who,  if 
be  pleases  may  hang  up  both  them  and  us  in 
the  course  of  a  fortnight." 

The  cry  for  ReulwnN  death  now  became  ge- 
neral, with  the  exception  of  the  individual  by 
whom  he  had  been  before  befriended,  and  who 
iMr#  placed  himself  in  front  of  him,  exclaiming, 
••  By  heaven  !  you  shall  murder  me  first.  What 
fieed  of  this  atrocity  ?  the  Dutch  galliot  belong- 
L  5 


in^  to  cHeftD  gentlftfiMttlroflr  the  coast,  we  have 
•  boat  within  hail,  kt' u«  (hen  pat  him  on 
boarii,  and  keep  bim  pruouer  till  we  have*  in- 
quired' iato  bis  story,  which  can  sUon  be  done. 
If  ho  is  liooest  and  true  blue,  a»  he  Atatea  hiio- 
M'lf  to  be^  "we  shall  have  saved  ourselves  a  use- 
less rourdcr ;  if  ho  proves  to  lie  a  spy,  as  tou 
lauapect,  overboard  with  him,  and  let  him  lodge 
his  iafonuation  against  us  at  the  botcom  of  the 


Desiring  nothing  but  their  own  safety,  and 
tliat  of  the  cause  in  which  thej  were  embarked, 
tiie  party  immediately  adopted  this  advice  by 
acclamation,  and  proceeded  to  dntg  ReubeD 
towardH  the  boat*  As  he  remenil'vered  the  near 
npirrojtch  of  his  marriage,  and  thought  upon  the 
idarm  and  anguish  which  his  absence  woiuM  ns* 
cessarily  occasion,  he  again  vehemently  protested 
against  this  outrage,  to  which  he  declared  he 
would  not  submit,  and  struggles!  furioualy  U> 
extricate  himself ;  but  it  was  vain  to  cantmd 
Against  numhcTs,  he  was  forced  into  the  boot 
in  spite  of  his  utmost  resistance,  tlie  Dutchman 
and  the  Frenchman  junifK'd  after  him,  and  il 


mttewttiSe  that  his  li*t  faUnif;  iiMo-iihe 
«ttt8n# '  Bttiwcquetrtlj  occaEioned  thote  coofident 
ttsertunft  of  kit  deftth»  which  hail  iilM  tht^ 
^Bibm  bf  Helen  with  such  acute  anguieb' 
'-  Bwigotng  himself  dow  to  his  inevitable  /ate, 
hn  saw  the  tail  hoistedy  and  aa  it  blew  a  smart 
bveeae  from  the  shore,  ^ey  were  presently 
deaTiog  thiough  the  waters.  As  the  coast  of 
England  £ukd  from  his  view  be  eyed  it  with 
a  heavy  heart,  thinking  sorrowfully  upon  Helen, 
■and  bewailing  the  strange  chance  which  had 
torn  him  from  her  at  the  very  moment  when 
every  obstacle  to  their  joint  happiness  seemed  to 
have  been  removed,  althouji^  the  hope  that  he 
would  again  be  liberated,  when  the  truth  of  his 
statement  had  been  ascertained,  enabled  him  to 
austaia  his  disappointment  with  some  degree  of 
pAtienoe.  The  boat  continued  to  shape  her 
course  to  that  part  of  the  coast  wliere  the 
galliot  waa  stationed;  but  a  heavy  rain  pre- 
sently shrouded  every  object  from  tlieir  view, 
the  shades  of  evening  were  gathering  around 
them,  and  the  storm  which  had  been  so  quickly 
blown  from  the  slsore,  seemed  to  be  again  ariung 
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at  flea,  for  the  waves  bcgnn  to  rear  widi  a  longvt 

and  more  unea&j  swoll^  the  wind  incrcAsed.  and 

the  DuUsbinan,  wrapping'  his  cloak  closer  around 

himy   quietly  observed' — "  Daar  is  vecl  vrindJ 

hei  xal  afpi— ew.^'Jtll   bna  iir«Hi  «rw   %ni  «a  ^aam 

Thia   predictioii    Was  soon   venfi^,  f or  di* 

Umipest  increased  with  the  darkness  of  the  night, 

a  sudden   ^uall   shivered  their  sail  to  atasns, 

which  was  so  iar  fortunate,  as  it  would  otiierwias 

in  all  probability  have  capsized  the  boat,  tod 

the  sailors  took  to  their  oars,  pulling  hard  £ar 

the  enchora^  ground  where  they  had  left  the 

galliot*     All  this  labour,  however,  was  fruiUess, 

for  she  had  been  obUged  to  slip  her  cable  and 

run  out  to  sea,  and  the  boatmen,  now  becoiM> 

apprehensive  for  their  own  safety,  tried  mosf 

strenuously  to  make  for  the  shore.     From  the 

increasing  violence  of  the  storm  this  was  found 

to  be  impracticable,  and  the  exhausted  rowers 

declared  there  was  nothing  to  l>e  done  but  to  let 

the  boat  drift,  and  quietly  await  the  coming  of 

tlie  morning.     Unused  to  the  boisterous  element, 

and  vehemently  indisposed  from  the  rolling  and 

pitching  of  so  small  a  bark,  Reuben  sank  to  the 
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bettab  of  die  boat  in  u  state  of  ifiKiteiMKty, 
fitomivfaaoh  he  was  only  oooamarmilj  aroased  by 
Unbomlaagot  the  wiadf  the  hoam  rosrihg  (tf 
thtii«vci»  the  angry  exclamatioat  of  die  Frenelu 
man,  aa  he  was  now  and  then  soufied  by  the 
varei^and  the  snoring cxT his  Dutch  ootnpanlon, 
whoy  having  exhausted  his  pipe,  had  quietly 
betaken  himself  to  sleep.  In  this  state  of  peril 
and  diacxMnfort  slowly  passed  a  most  miserable 
ttight ;  and  although  the  storm  hod  abated  when 
Ike  morning  dawned,  it  was  so  hasy  that  they 
oould  not  see  the  shore  in  any  direction ;  they 
had  no  oompass  on  board;  only  provisions 
enou^  for  one  day^s  consumption ;  and,  though 
they  knew  that  they  must  have  drifted  consi- 
derably out  to  sea,  they  had  no  means  whatever 
of  ascertaining  where  they  were. 

The  rowcFBy  however,  again  betook  themselTet 
vigorously  to  their  oars,  pulling  as  they  thought 
in  the  direction  of  the  land,  although  they  were 
increasing  thctr  distance  from  it.  As  his  alarm 
and  impatience  increased,  the  Frenchman  vented 
his  "  Sacrcs  r  witli  an  additional  vehemence, 
grinding  the  letter  R  in  his  mouth  as  if  he  would 
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brmdhle  it  to  atoxna ;  the  Dutchman  aliook  off 
his  phlegm  so  ha  as- to  expnn  ttrvtah  that  be 
could  other  see  aotnethiiig  of  the  gnlliat,  or 
procure  another  pipe ;  Heiibeu  remahied  at  tbt 
teeiom  of  the  boat  in  s  phialste  vtate  of  iliam 
and  exhauAtion  ^  and  the  closing  evening  gate 
tliem  the  dismal  promise  of  another  »tarnij 
uiglit,  when,  to  the  great  joy  of  all  parties,  A 
large  vessel  hove  in  sight,  towarde  which  the j 
pulled  with  renovated  eoergyv  the  Frcnchmfla 
and  his  Dutch  friend  occasionally  relieving  (he 
sailors  at  the  oar.  After  much  labour  tiiey  at 
length  got  alongside,  and,  upon  stating  their  |)eri- 
lous  ffituatioru  were  immediately  taken  on  hoard; 
Houbcn,  who  was  almost  insensible,  being  plaetd 
in  a  chair,  and  hoisted  up  by  ropes*  It  was  a 
French  ship  of  oousiderable  burtheu,  bound  for 
the  port  of  Cherbourg,  and  having  on  lioard  an 
Irish  gentleman,  who  acted  as  surgeoD  to  the 
crew.  This  person  no  sooner  learned  that  tkt 
invalid  was  au  Englishman  than  he  had  htm 
conveyed  to  his  own  cabin,  put  hitn  to  bed,  and 
administered  such  remedies  as  his  conditioa 
required.     A  night's  rest,  and  the  diniiiiished 
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notion  of  no  large  a  vessel,  not  only  retfcoeed 
Ittm  to  conscioumess  neit  moniing,  but  to  a 
comparative  degree  of  comfort ;  although  upon 
opening  his  eyes  he  could  warcely  comprehend 
where  lie  was*  nor  what  had  happened  to  him. 
Of  theie  circumstances  the  surgeon  put  him  in 
posteasioD,  adding  that  they  expected  to  make 
the  port  of  Cherbourg  that  afternoon— intelH'- 
genee  which  Reuben  received  with  such  vehement 
demonstrationa  of  joy,  that  his  companion  was 
induced  to  inquire  the  cause  of  his  transports; 
when  be  stated  the  forcible  manner  of  his  seizure, 
the  cruel  disappointment  he  had  himself  expe- 
rienced, and  the  misery  that  his  unexplained 
absence  would  occasion  among  his  friends  in 
England,  but  more  particularly  to  his  betrothed 
wife. 

Such  an  unlucky  combination  of  misadven- 
tures, occurring  too  at  a  moment  that  must 
have  rendered  them  incalculably  more  trying, 
moved  the  compassion  of  the  surgeon,  who 
promised  tiiat  he  would  do  all  in  his  power 
to  expedite  his  return  to  England  ;  though  he 
much  feared,   from  certain  symptoms  he  had 
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oWrVed^  that  Ju^'Woidd  hardlj  W  MUjaMiJ^ 
doti  to  (ravtfl  for  aeveml  (Uy»  Ca  ,^^mMsi8GA 
AiBuae.-hn:  pfttitnfs*  mind,  and  iinlMMI^iiM 
thougiUs  from  dwelling  too  i»tcndyiiODi>yi 
diaappo'tntmctitSi  he  sate  dowo  byhifti^y^rtNiftl 
and  falling  into  conversation  upon  v&nOp9>9|AH 
jecCa,  he  «tated  auiung  oUier  inatten^  th^^  fkeir 
▼enel  had  been  despatclied-  by  Xoyuv^^ 
Fourieeathi  Cor  the  purpose  of  exploring  Un 
Soutb  S«i8,  but  thai  they  hod  dificm-cKpd 
nothing  of  very  peculiar  interest,  exlcepi^  «ft 
unknown  ishind,  upun  whiuh  it  appeared  U||ri^ 
ail  EngUsli  vea&A  had  hoen  wrecked  many  yra^ 
belbre»  it, 

luff  What,   Sir,   what  r    exclaimed    Reubeii, 
atardng  up  and    grasping  hi»  arm^r— '^  ,aa  yif^ 
known  island  ! — an    En^dah   veBsel    wreotE^lr 
Do  jou  know — do  you  know— «peak»  I  ooujttM 
you  ?— do  you  know  the  name  of  the' ship?'- 
rj*^  It  was  the  IVlennaid,  Captain  Brice,'^  , 
f*iH;Gracious  Heaven  I  my  father'^  veasd^r  ^ 
(ndated  Reuben^  claspieg  bis.  bands  togHb^l 
**  And  the  crew— -the  pa«fiengars— were  they  ^tt 
ed  ?r-vhat  bocame  of  them  ?*— where  ar«t:tket  T 
**  A  port,  at  least,  were  saved;  for.iitap? 


pitmsi  ihat  ui  jf«ntlemsD,  widi  his  wife  nd 
dM2ghter»  redded  for  Aome  time  on  the  nlancL 
I  am  noC  aware  of  hie  name ;  but»  from  a  re^ 
Mffd  whic^  has  come  into  my  pofiseftnon,  I 
leamt  that  he  hed  a  son  named  Reuben,  when 
lie  left  En^and." 

'  **  Oh  1  my  lost  parents  I  Oh  I  my  beloved 
flflter  I  ye  are  found  *  yc  are  found  !  *"  exclaimed 
Beuben,  leapmg  up  in  a  delirium  of  agitation  and 
|ay.  The  prophetic  yearnings  of  my  heart  were 
not  Nonary,  Ye  live,  ye  live !  I  knew  it — I  wae 
sure  of  it— -I  felt  it.  My  soul  ever  whispered 
to  me  that  ye  would  revisit  England,— that  -I 
should  again  be  elapsed  in  your  embraces,  and 
ere  long  perhaps  I  may  once  more  But 

jou  said  not  what  became  of  them.  Where  are 
they?  were  they  still  residing  on  the  island 
when  you  discovered  it  ?" 

**  No,  they  were  not." 

"  They  had  sailed  then  for  Europe.  Per- 
haps they  may  be  at  this  moment  in  England. 
Leave  me  not  in  suspense— no,  not  for  a  mo- 
ment,   I  conjure,  I  implore  you  !^ 

*'  I  need  not  relate  their  history,**  said  the 
surgeon,  ^*  for  I  have  a  written  record  which 
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explains  it  all.  Tbis  I  will  place  ia  jour  TUlub ; 
and  wticn  you  have  perused  it'  1  wiU'rejia£ti'  fdt^ 
mdA  wtU  willingly  knswer  any  farther  qucstioni 
you  may  have  to  propose.^    So  saying,  heiu^i 
tbcked>  a  cheAt,  whence  tic  took  a  large  lft)dt»*] 
delivered  it  to  Heuben,  and  inimecliatcly  quUtcd 
the  cabin.   Upon  the  cover  of  the  volume,  which  _ 
was   much  discoloured  by  time  and  damp^'vai  1 
still  faintly  legible  '^  Log-book  of  the  Mermaid, 
Captain  Brice.'*    Nearly  one-half  of  the  leaves 
tiiosc  apparently  which  had   related  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  ship,  had  been   torn  out;  uJ 
the    remaining  manuscript,  in   which  Reulieiii 
with  an  indescribable   emotion^    recognized  the 
hand-writing  of  his   father,  had   in  many  partft 
become  so  ]}ale  and  indistinct,  as  not  to  be  dc^ 
cyphei*ed  without  difficulty.     Repeatedly  prcis- 
ing  tlie  well-known  characters  to  his  lips.  Ink 
transport  of   tender  reverence,     he    derouredi 
rather  than  perused,  the  following 

«  NARRATIVE  OF  A  SOLITAHY, 

^tVhy  should  a  wretch  like  me,  cbnaenmed 
to  everlasting  solitude,  cut  off*  for  ever  from  aO 


KEUBEN    APSLEY.  935 

Gomipuxuon  with  his  fellow-creatures^ — an  exile, 
an  outcast  from  all  the  social  chariticH  and  sym- 
mthies  of  his  species—one  already  as  completely 
dead  to  the  world,  as  if  he  were  an  inliabitant 
o£  another  sphere, — why  should  such  a  being 
lit  down  to  write  the  history  of  his  miMerable 
fate,  and  compose  a  record  which  can  never  be 
perused  by  human  eye,  but  must  inevitably 
moulder  into  dust  beside  the  unbuiied  bones 
of  him  who  writes  it  P— why  ?  because  I  am  a 
wretch — a  lonely,  forlorn,  heart-stricken,  hope- 
less wretch  ! — because,  as  there  is  no  human 
ear  into  which  I  can  |M>ur  my  griefs,  and  never, 
never  will  be,  I  feel  that  my  swelhng  heart 
would  burst,  did  it  not  find  a  sad  solace  in  vent- 
ing its  overflowing  griefs  upon  pa|K»r ; — and, 
lastly,  because  it  was  the  wish  of  those  de- 
parted saints,  the  loveliest,  and  most  beloved  of 
their  sex,  whose  graves  I  dug  with  the  same 
hand  which  is  about  to  record  their  misfortunes, 
and  beside  whose  burial-places  I  am  now  sit- 
ting, that  I  sliould  leave  some  memorial  of  our 
fate.  Wild,  improbable,  imjxtssible  as  was  the 
thought,  they  still  clung  to  the  hope  that  our 
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^J>,  "VSi^L^e,  ,rc%y^,fr9pj,,;bR  agony  of 
1>en^,  ant^  ^onp^d^y  be  made.Acquainlwl  in* 
our  pel^pcho^y  49pn^.  „.My,tlajrling-littlf ;,ll«te 
ben!  my.^qxi,jny  onlychHd!  I  shall  oevc^.tci  A 
thee  agoiiv  I  \  shall  never — — O   tbut  my  life  n 
m^  iiKles»,,joyJe^a,  lingfrujg  life,  would  iloir 
from  me  as  rapidly  as   the  tears   I    am  nov 
sheading! 

'^*\  That  passion  of  weeping  has  calmed  Wftil; 
could  not  commence  my  mournful  taak  witlw 
out  being  overcome,  witliout  sinkiug  uuclef  tht 
fearful  contrast  of  the  past  and  the    pretjeou 
tile  happy  retrospect  of  what  I  m»<m,  lifting'inp 
my  heart  like  a  beati6c  vision :  the  .harro'vii^ 
sense  of  what  I  am  again   withering  it  likeia 
deadly  bliglit.     But  I  will  be  collected.     I  vaD 
endeavour  not  to  think  of  my  poor  child^-tiM^ 
only  one  now  left  to  me.     I  will  strive  to 
due  my  feelings  to  my   task,   and    detail 
miseries  with  as  muoh   tranquillity  ms  \& 
aistent  with  the  wretchedness  of  their  natuit, 
and  the  sometimes  uncontrollable  sensibility  ttf 
the  narrator,     I  will  write>  in  short,  a&  if  nf 
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taigicat  ttdrf  were  at  flome  future  time  to  have 
a^nader.  If  Reuben  should  ever — ^liut  no,  it 
iiiteposrible. — God  Almighty  bless  thee !  thou 
uaAng  of  my  heart — thou  chosen  one  in  whom 
i'fafld  much  joy.  Thoa  art  an  orphan  now, 
iiUioagh  thy  father  is  alive;  and  I  childless, 
AHoagfa  my  darUng  boy  may  be  still  existing. 
Farewell !  farewell ! 

"I  have  said  that  I  would  write  a  record  of 
dur  misfortunes,  and  I  must  begin  therefore 
with  our  departure  from  India.  With  what 
ciMerful  hearts  we  again  turned  our  faces  to- 
wWdB  Europe,  and  fell  that  every  breeze  was 
l^afting  us  nearer  to  the  ck-ar  friends  whom  we 
Imd  lefk  in  England,  they  only  can  iumgiiie 
who  have  Buffered  the  pangs  of  separation,  and 
lound  themselves  amid  the  strange  and  barba- 
MUs  faces  of  another  hemisphere,  whose  myriad 
iflludiitants  contain  not  one  solitary  friend,  one 
q^mpathiKing  bosom,  one  fellow-creature  in  the 
■inaileet  degree  interested  in  their  fate.  For- 
tune continued  for  some  time  pro]>itious  to  our 
Wya^;  the  weather  was  line,  the  wind  was 
fldr,  and  our  temporary  imprisonment  was  alle- 
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several  families  on  board  rctumir^g  to  Europe, 
elated,  like  ourselves,  at  tbe  prospect  of  ogahl 
embracing  long  absent  i^elatiVes,  and  well  '&^ 
posed  to  pleasant  fellowship  "by  the  expectation 
of  a  common  happiness.  Prosperous  gales  aod 
smiling  skies  accompanied  us,  and  contributi»f 
to  the  cheerfulness  of  the  whole  party,  until,  as 
I  conjectured,  we  had  nearly  reachtM?  th<?  TutJ- 
tude  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

"  After  having  employed  myself  one  Isngfct 
and  sultry  morning  in  calculating  the  probable- 
profits  of  my  shipment,  which  I  found  would 
secure  to  me  a  little  independence,  I  conwiltrtl 
\pith  my  wife,  and.  with  her  entire  consontt  I 
called  our  daughter  Agnes  to  us,  and,  after 
having  apprised  her  of  our  flattering  prospects^' 
I  continued  :~*  Tlie  purport  of  my  voyage  td 
India,  my  dear  child,  has  been  fully  and  hap 
pily  accomplished  in  every  respect.  I  Iiave  re^ 
covered  the  heavy  debt,  of  which  the  loss  once' 
threatened  me  with  ruin;  the  merchandixje  in 
which  T  have  invested  it  promises  an  abundant 
return ;  and,  what  is  infinitely  more  important 
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tjuu  aUy  your  own  impaired  health|  thanks  be 
to  God  J  has  been  completely  rc-eBtahlisbed  by 
tlie  influence  of  sca-brcczes  and  southcm  sunB, 
exactly  aa  the  physicians  prognostic-atiHl. — 
Henry,  your  affianced  husband,  will,  I  doubt 
foC,  have  so  conducted  himself  in  the  managc- 
■Mfit  of  my  mercantile  alfurs,  that,  upon  my 
iQetum  to  England,  I  can  execute  my  long- 
cbeiished  purpose  of  taking  him  into  partner, 
ahip ;  and  it  is  therefore  our  intention  that  the 

iparriage,  which  was  delayed  by  your  extreme 

* 

youth  and  the  delicate  state  of  your  health, 
not  less  than  by  the  deranged  state  of  my  own 
i^airs,  should  be  solemnized  immediately  after 
oiur  arrival  in  London.* 

•*  Overcome  by  her  feelings,  Agnes  could  only 
blush  and  murmur  a  few  indistinct  words  of 
gtatitude  as  she  fondly  embraced  us  and  wept ; 
but  presently  becoming  more  calm,  I  placed 
her  beside  me,  and  we  proceeded  to  converse 
upon  our  future  plans  and  prospects. 

**  At  the  end  of  this  conference  I  saw  her  re- 
tire into  an  adjoining  cabinet,  withdraw  Henry's 
miniature  from  a  small  casket,  and  kiss  it  re- 


peatcdlj  with  great  1  LiflflgiK^  it  fioi&j 

round  her  neck  and  concealing  it  in  her  bono^ 
ta  if  she  now  fell  warranted  in  wiHuing  thtfl 
portrait  of  hc^£uture  husband.  Upon  her  i»  ~ 
turn  to  the  cabin  &hp  ran  to  careu  Bmqgjt^ 
A  beautiful  little  Kpnaicl  given  to  her  by  Hc^g^ 
and  whirh  Imd  bccumc  Ler  iiiscj^arabfe  oHI^ 
panion ;  but  the  aDimaily  inKtinul  uf  bnundiog 
and  frisking  up  to  meet  her  as  usual,  reioiioal 
panting  upon  the  floor,  only  answering  hiir  nli* 
citations  hj  moaning  and  whining.  It  aeeawd 
to  be  sufiering  severely  from  the  hent ;  and  I 
tlien  for  the  iifst  time  remarked,  Uiat,  althoyi^ 
the  cabin  V'indows  were  open,  there  «M«JI 
UQUiuaU  almost  a  suflbcating  clo&coe6ft  in  ih$ 
atmosphere. 

Going  up  to  the  deck  to  obtain  a  little  bpk 
air,  I  observed  that  the  animaJ^,  cunfiistii^if 
some  foreign  sheep  and  a  buffalo  uhich  vc  «cfi 
taking  to  Europe  as  prcscntii,  were  also  puOag 
and  moaning,  ubviou&l^'  not  le&s  dibtre&&cd  tha 
Brunette,  by  the  sultry  densoneas  of  the  wci- 
ther.  I  thought,  too,  that  a  bulphureoua 
diffused   itself  around    us,   aud    that  the 
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'^pm  Oft  with  Ml  angry  vcngH*ul  eye  m  H 
•rftmg;  behind  «  yellow  mi»t,  which  thrvw 
fto  cnainoaA  and  gh/wUy  gljnv  over  tho  whoh 
Ace^f  creAtion.  Notwithstandini^  the  dead 
calm  that  flurrounded  u%  the  ae«  began  to  swell 
^kI  heave  with  a  sttddcn  lowing  sound,  and 
ffifvugh  our  resscl  was  unvisited  by  a  single 
brrrzc,  the  clouds  at  a  dtittnncr  were  seen  scud- 
ding rapidly  about  in  diffcirnt  directions,  as  if 
txious  to  fly  from  some  impt.'nding  convulsion: 
lily  they  all  disappettred,  the  winds  re- 
itied  hushed  for  a  short  time,  the  w&tcn  be- 
rc  lulled,  and  yet  a  dcvper  a^d  more  anxious 
spread  itnelf  over  the  features  of  the  sea 
sky.  Such,  niethought,  would  be  the  silent, 
'rowing,  and  awe-stricken  suspense,  such  the 
illed  expression  of  the  face  of  nature,  if  the 
Ly  of  judgment  were  come,  when  the  universal 
inother  shall  await  in  breathless  anguish  th<' 
ible  doom  of  her  children. 
'The  captain,  to  whom  I  addressed  myself  for 
explanation  of  these  portentous  appearances, 
rlarcd  that  we  shou*iI  certainly  have  a  typhon, 
a  tremendous  hurricane  of  some  sort  during 
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die,  nighty  and  u^t^nlly  pruoectied  to  give 

d^rst  oud  atlopt  the  necessary  precautions  foi 

eui^QUDtering  i^  (,  The  dcad-ligbts  were  Q(td 

into  the  cabin  windowft.  the  top-gaU^t  nmsiM 

were  struck»  the   forc&ail    and  topsails  doubiji 

reefed,  and  the  pumps  exauiincd  to  see  that  thej; 

were  in  a  serviceable  state.     In   tlic  niidbt  cC 

these  preparations  the  sun  went  downj  and  w^ 

were  left  for  a  while  in  total  darkness ;  nor  did 

the  rising  of  the  oioon  present  to  us  ao)'  )rcij 

cheering  sight,    for  her  appearance  uoC  golj^ 

clearly   prognosticated  a  storm,  but    we  were 

enabled  by  her  light  to  perceive  at  no  great  di*-^ 

tance  a  black  and  corapact  cloud,  whence  a  hu^, 

dark  column  descended  into  the  sea,  which  «« 

pre^'ntly    ascertained    to    be    a    water-epoul. 

Where  it  fell  it  plou^rhed  up  a  deep  channel ia 

the  ocean,  and  the  spray  rising  to  a  prodigious 

heiglit,  and  illuminated  by  the  moon-beams,  ft»- 

suuied  llu'  appearance  of  a  thick  smoke.    It  », 

far  partook  of  the  nature  of  a  whirlwind  that  rt 

had  n  rotatory  as  well  as  a  progresaive  niotioQt 

and  I  could  have  admired  this  sublime  phentv 

uienon,  as  it  advanced  towards  us  with  «  tumul* 

T   H 
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tuinis  velocity,  rushing  and  roaring,  and  seeming 
to  drag  along  with  it  in  its  fury  the  mighty 
filters  of  the  deep  and  the  dark  superincum- 
bent douds,  but  that  I  clearly  foresaw  we  should 
hk  overwhelmed  with  instant  destruction  if  we 
ddne  within  its  havoc-spreading  range.  From 
nia  there  would  have  been  no  escaping,  for  the 
raids  seemed  to  be  gathered  up  by  the  hurri- 
cane within  its  own  vortex,  and  even  if  our  sails 
could  have  availed  us,  it  would  have  been  vain 
to  attempt  flying  from  this  terrific  monster  of  the 
dements,  which  rushed  athwart  the  waters  with 
aa  incredible  speed,  as  if  pursuing  some  unseen 
pr^.  At  one  moment  it  approached  us  so 
dose  that  our  doom  seemed  inevitable,  terror 
aate  upon  the  countenances  even  of  the  captain 
mad  oldest  sailors,  and  the  whole  crew  remained 
lor  some  moments  contemplating  it,  with  all 
ejes  immovably  fixed  upon  the  tremendous  ar- 
biter of  their  fate,  and  all  standing  transfixed 
m  a  dumb  and  desperate  suspense,  of  which  no 
words  can  give  an  adequate  description.  For- 
tunately, however,  the  column  suddenly  began 
to  waste  from  below,  until  at  last  the  whole  be- 
M  2 


'  d4  BBiniBN  -  jueisr. 

^«(fn^f%dVMy4Ullwrt»Bi  hito  Hbe  dark  cU 
aIh^v^,  Ahd  ^li<%-^  almost  iflsUintly  4^iig^ 


< 


with  ft  furittus  torrent  of  rain »  after 

^4dt>bd  pftss^  Afim^  liu'i  -Jit}  •  9(>«NfA4 

Alien*  With  a  glad  h*arl  I  congratalnted  tixe  op. 
'^I^&n  upon'  oirr'^srape  from  the  threatezted  dfln- 
';f»er,  vrhieh  I  uovr  considered  to  be  eotirtdjr  at  sn 
end,  but  he  ^hook  his  head,  looked  esraeil^io 
the  sky,  bade  mc  observe  the  increased  nfiog 
and'  rising  of  the  Bca,  which  he  pronounced  to 
be  indicative  of  a  worse  huiricantf    than  llist 
^  which  hod  passed  u&,  and  expressed  au  anatious 
wish  to  know  from  what  quarter  it  would  coor, 
From  my  knowledge  of  his  skill  and  expeiieooe, 
I   had   but   too  much  reason   to  confide  in  hb 
predictionR.     Accordingly,  when    my  wife  ud 
Agne^^  who  were  of  course  kept  unaoquaintftl 
with  his  apprehensions,  were  about  to  redieto 
rest  for  the  night,  I  signified   my  intention  o^ 
remaining  upon  deck  for  an  hour  car  twv^  thai  I 
might  learn  the  result  of  some  astroDomical  ob- 
servations then  about  to  be  made.     Nothing  oc- 
^*  purred  for  some  time  to  justify  the  captaiii's  £ofe- 
''  bodingSy  though  the  increased  and  alarming  sm^ 
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•of  the  na  so  far  confirmed  his  own  mind,  that 
h0  resolved  to  remain  up  all  night,  and  to  have 
adouUe  watch  in  caae  of  any  sudden  calamity. 
About  midnight,  the  full  moon  then  sinning 
•brighter  than  it  had  hitherto  done,  a  ponderous 
nnt  of  dense  sable  cloud:^  rapidly  upheaved 
themselves  from  the  Nurtlicm  horizon^  their 
«dgcs  becoming  tinged  with  a  bright  copper- 
oblour  as  they  advanced. 

These  were  constantly  succecdeil  by  other^, 
and  the  whole  aggregated  assemblage  rolling  ra- 
pidly forwards,  nearly  extinguished  the  light  of 
the  moon,  and  left  the  vessel  shrouded  in  a  dim 
glare,  which  only  revealed  to  us  the  dangers 
with  which  we  were  Kurroundcd,  to  impart  to 
them  a  more  terrific  effect.  The  remainder  of 
the  crew  were  now  called  up,  and  the  Captain 
addressing  them  with  a  cheerful  look,  exclaimed, 
**  I  told  you  we  should  have  it,  my  lads ;  the 
hurricane  will  be  here  presently,  but  the  Mer- 
maid is  a  stout  seu-l)oati  and  there  is  ])lenty  of 
sea-room,  so  you  have  only  to  be  steady  and  fol- 
low my  orders.^  Scarcely  had  the  wunls  passed 
his  lips  when  the  storm  did  indeed  burst  upon 
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ing  and  whistling  sound  was  first  heard, 
diately  after  which  thp  thunder  fteemed  to  mar 
from  every  quarter  of  the  heavens  at  once,  while 
the  black  clouds  opened  their  jaws  of  &e,  tod 
vomited  forth  lightning  in  all  directtdns.  At 
the  same  moment  the  wind  increased  to  a  perferi 
liurricaue,  turning  back  the  tops  of  the  wav«, 
already  running  prodigiously  high,  and  cwrcr- 
ing  the  sea,  as  far  as  it  could  be  seen«  with  such 
a  sheet  of  foam,  that  it  resembled  an  agitated 
and  heaving  plain  of  snow. 

"  Nothing  could  resist  the  ftiry   of  the  fifst 

shock.    What  had  been  taken,  as  it  approached, 

for  a   black   cloud,  but  which  proved  by  the 

rising  of  the  ship  to  be  a  tremendous  wa%'e,  the 

precursor  of  the  storm,  broke  over  her  bows :  the 

foremast  instantly  went  by  the  boartl,  with  a  loud 

crash,  and  its,  wreck  going  astern,  tore  away  the 

rudder.     It  being  now  impossible  to  steer  hff, 

a  topsail  was  thrown  out  for  the  pur|)ose  of  bold- 

ing  her  to  her  course,  but  it  was  instantly  blown 

from  tlie  yards,  and   there  was  no  alternadrp 

left  but  to  su^er  her  to  scud  before  the 
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undeo  her  bftre  poles,  until  the  weather  should 
^mlerate,  and  allow  us  to  repair  our  damages. 
-ILiickilj  the  foremast  hod  been  wrenched  away 
with  such  violence  that  we  were  unincumhered 
l^irith  its  wreck:  after  its  firnt  furious  eruption 
fbe  storm  seemed  to  be  rather  abating ;  upon 
mounding  the  well,  it  was  found  the  ship  had 
^rung  no  leak ;  she  did  not  labour  so  mudi  as 
night  have  been  expected ;  and  though  the 
dtfkness  had  so  far  increased  that  the  sea  and 
sky  were  no  longer  distinguishable  from  eacii 
other,  I  retired  to  the  cabin  in  the  confident  be- 
lief  that  we  had  surmounted  the  greatest  of  the 
danger,  and  should  wcatlier  the  storm  without 
farther  accident. 

"  It  were  useless,  and  indeed  impossible,  to 
pourtray  the  agitation  of  Agnes,  the  sensitive 
Agnes,  and  her  mother,  1>oth  of  whom  imagined 
.that  I  was  exposed  to  additional  danger  upon 
desk.  I  comforted  them  as  well  as  I  was  able, 
assuring  them  that  the  worst  was  now  over,  and 
DBCommended  their  trying  to  compose  them- 
selves to  sleep.  Hod  not  this,  however,  been 
prevented  by  the  rolling,  pitching,  and  creaking 


of  the  vessel,^  together  with  tlie  noises  upon  ckck, 
it  vonld  have  been  renfitred  impdesible  by  the 
<?riM  and  lamentations  of  our  fWlow-^paseengers 
among  irhom  unere  several  kdies  ttnd  ehikhvti. 
Tendering  sinh  con.solulioti  aiid  aj^Atarice  fl«  X 
could  to  all  parties,  I  remained  below  tilt  just 
beibre  d&jbreak,  nrhen  I  agaia  aioendad  t«t  tbt 

dtdfcl     "     '  'I  ...r«     |.,,|j    ttici'uil.^^ 

flfTowards  the  North  I  observed  the  horisoaio 
be  of  an  angry  flauiing  red,  while  the  spoulsdf 
foam  which  topped  the  mountainous  waves  ««tp 
eoloured  like  so  many  rainbows.  At  the  rising 
of  the  sun  the  wind  blew  with  a  redoubled  fury, 
and  tlie  sea  was  procligiously  increased  by  the 
long  continuance  of  the  storm.  The  vejfLsel  ocM 
qisionally  pitched  as  if  she  would  have  redmf' 
up  and  stood  on  end.  By  not  steering'  she  boomv 
times  presented  her  sides  to  the  waves  and  at 
every  roll  took  in  water,  the  sea  breaking  ov« 
her  so  that  the  bowsprit  could  not  be  seen  ;  and 
every  time  she  was  precipitated  down  into  Ui« 
yawning  abyss  of  tlie  waves>  she  straiiwd,  and 
labourec],  and  rose  up  again  alowly,  and  with  an 
increased  difficulty.     Every  thing  that  could  be 
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lniiight«kiior#.Mid  ivUki  Ibe  mMi  w«r«  ttnis  wjk 
p)9]KMl'^»ditp|>«d  a.iieiivj  «W9  vhiobi  forced  in 
OMtOf  ithO'  iHem  dtadnlighCsy  And  waibed  <^err 
l|o»idtiM;l«iuicim  in  which  wehod  iaat/woif  lor 
ipMter -Mcusit j»  one  uofortunate  bu&la  and 
nblpe^-  'As  the  beat  floBted  for  a  minute  in  the 
sea,  I  heard  the  latter  animals  bleating  piteoualy, 
^id<aaw  them  look  mteklj  up  Co  the  angry  sky, 
ll^heB.  &  huge  wave  came  rolling  towards  them, 
and  overwhebned  them  in  an  instant. 
;  .ff.Jl  was  now  discovered  that  the  ship  had 
vpnmg  A  leaky  and  all  hands  were  ordered  to 
tbe.  pumps;  but  in  the  rolling  of  the  vessel,  some 
places  of  <^  iron  ordnance,  deposited  in  the 
bpkly  burst  several  seruna  of  indigo,  and  the 
pttupsy  after  having  for  some  time  poured  forth 
•iChick  purple  flCream,  became  utterly  choked 
apd  unserviceable,  so  that  the  water  gained  ra- 
pidly upon  us.  At  this  occurrence  I  observed 
an  expression  of  alarm  upon  the  countenaooe 
of  ibe  captain,  who  had  hitherto  preserved  an 
imAinchii^  cliccr  of  mind ;  liis  crew  seemed  te 
psrtioipatc  in  his  dejection,  and  my  own  gouI 
H  5 
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tank  hMvily  within  tn^  'S^iW  (h^  >e68Cl,  me 
thought,  seetaed  sensible  of  her  danger,  as  sbe 
struggled  more  knd  more  Ctuntly  %^ith  the  buf- 
fetiDg  %aves,  groaning  inwardly  as  if  her  soJid 
rib«  WCTe  diftlending,  and  her  mighty  h«rt 
about  to  burst  with  the  terror  of  her  impending 
fate. 

"The  water  now  gained  rapidly  upon  us, ami 
subordination  was  nearly  at  an  end  ;  sevtndof 
the  crew  had  in  fact  absolutely  refused  to  obej 
the  captain,  declaring  all  farther  exertions  to 
be  useless,  unless  we  could  stop  the  leak,  whiclv 
had  hitherto  bafHed  every  endeavour  lo  diwo- 
ver  its  source.  At  this  period  I  received  a 
message  from  my  wife,  earnestly  imploring  roe 
to  return  to  them  in  the  cabin,  in  my  way  to 
which  I  witnessed  a  scene  which  at  once  ooo* 
vinced  me  of  the  magnitude  of  our  danger,  is 
the  estimation  of  more  competent  judges  than 
myself,  and  a])palled  me  witli  a  terror  to  which 
I  had  hitherto  been  a  stranger.  The  first  ami 
second  mate,  who  were  brothers,  had  formerij 
been  compelled  to  make  their  escape  in  Ae 
long-boat,  from  a  vessel  which  had  takt^  fire  at 


MM,  $nA^9lh0ritamvg  about  .for  ni^Bi^en  4^8, 
jttA  leiMluriqg  incredible  suffcringt  from  bungvr 
Imd  tkinrt}  iiad  bean  compelled  to  prolong  tbeir 
.0taM%eaee  by  meapos  too  horrible  to  relate^  lU- 
ttbeir  than  aubjeot  themselves  to  the  chance  of 
jtpdimng  auch  extremities  for  the  second  time, 
by  trusting  themselves  to  the  boat,  when,  ax 
fme  of  them  declared,  there  was  no  land,  or  no^ 
thing  but  barren  rocks  within  many  weeks'  sail, 
tbey  both  swore  to  perish ;  and  I  saw  tliem  in 
the  quarter-gallery,  with  their  loaded  pistols 
.beride  them,  pledging  themselves  by  a  mutual 
iMtb,  Id  a  bumper  of  brandy,  that  if  they  found 
no  other  chance  of  escape  they  would  set  foot  to 
£6ot,  and  blow  out  one  another's  brains  !  It 
was  not  less  frightful  to  witness  the  calmnesx 
•vith  which  they  swore  this  desperate  oath,  than 
afiecting  to  see  them  embrace  each  other,  as  if 
Jlov  the  last  time,  when  they  had  emptied  their 
passes. 

.    "  With  a  surprizing  fortitude  and  collccted- 

.  ness,  but  at  tlie  same  time  with  an  earnestness 

vhich  there  was  no  resisting,  my  wife  implored 

me  to  conduct  her  to  the  deck. — ^'  I  know  our 
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perilous  plight,"  she  exclaimed  ^^^  Jhm^ 
the  countenances  of  the  sailors  ;  I  hear  the  «•; 
lers  rubhing  irUo  the  hakl  faeloir  us,  and  fidr^j 
llSbailiug  us  from  witfaout,  asid  I  am  not  afnAd 
of  encouutering  any  doom  which  I  may  &hd# 
with  my  biislMind  and  my  diUd.  I  fear  totrt 
death,  but  I  Ukc  not  this  separation ;  I  visb  lo 
look  my  danger  in  the  face;  I  cannot  codtire 
the  idea  of  being  fasteood  down  below;  ta  be 
left  to  peri»h  vbithout  a  struggle^  after  having 
fritnessed  the  screams  and  agonies  of  these  ter- 
Vor-stricken  women  and  children.  My  dearest 
husband  !  it  is  probably  my  last  request ;  hdfi 
us,  I  implore  you,  to  the  deck  V 

'^  As  there  was  no  resisting  the  determined 
energy  of  this  appeal^  I  assisted  her  and  the 
trembling,  silent  Agnes,  to  ascend  the  calnn- 
stairs,  and  reach  the  forecastle,  which  was  not 
effected  without  difficulty  and  danger,  in  conse^ 
quence  of  the  violent  agitation  of  the  vesieL 
We  succeeded  however  in  our  object,  and  I 
placed  them,  for  Uiepurpose  of  greater  security^ 
near  the  stump  of  the  foremast,  under  what  i 

-'.i  Ulit  ,  uUol«tCS 


k.. 


tear  'AMLI9.  tt8 

tfPQBdittdT  the  fenoit  abeittMd .  )poi4«ir  ^  tfit 


./!  f^Itt  017  abacaco  from  the  deok  the'htov^crine 
bad«bfit«d  notfaiag  of  its  furj;  the  windiS'Sfld 
lhi»  congregated  cioiid%  and  the  wide  -waste  of 
VViterst  were  eU.  faurryiag  one  way,  es  if  every 
thing  neTeaUe  were  flying  off  into  the  abysses 
of  epicev  to  leave  the  solid,  doom-stricken  woHd 
lo  its  fate.  Our  almoit  water*logged  ship  went 
vith  theniy  but  methought  she  seemed  to  be 
exhausted  with  her  own  exertions  as  she  rolled 
heavily  and  deeply,  and  heaved  and  struggled 
painfully  upward  from  every  submerging  wave. 
**  No  sooner  had  my  wife  reached  ihe  station 
I  had  chosen,  tlian  she  sank  upon  her  knees, 
ccoesed  her  hands  upon  her  bosom  in  an  atti- 
tude of  resignation,  lifted  up  her  serene  eyes 
mod  calm  benignant  countenance  to  the  fierce 
dark  sky,  and  in  a  low,  but  singularly  sweet 
and  unfaltering  voice,  began  to  sing  an  appnw 
priate  hymn.  At  times  the  sound  was  blowh 
quite  away  by  the  blustering  elements,  and  then 
again  its  soft  melody  fell  soothingly  upon  the 
ear,  lulling  the  senses,  and  calming  the  troubled 
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heart,  as  though  an  angel  of  peace  bad  descend 
ed  upon  the  deck,  and  was  ufTering  up  it^  dulcet 
intercessions  to  Him  who  directs  the  whirlwind, 
for  the  saf«!tj  of  OUT  beleaguered  and  sinking 
Tes8«l.  Never  had  I  seen  the  fortitude  of  Vir- 
tue, and  the  lieauty  of  IloUucss  so  npbly^  ^ 
^ectingly  illustrated. 

at  "Perhaps  they  struck  me  more  forcibly  from 
the  frightful  contrast  ofibred  to  my  eyes  at  a 
little  distance.  One  of  tiie  passengers,  rendered 
impatient  hy  the  long  continuance  of  the  stonn. 
had  eKclaimcd,  "  Surely  -we  have  some  guilty 
Jonas  on  board,  on  whose  account  we  are  thus 
followed  up  by  the  wrath  of  Heaven.'^  These 
words  reached  tlie  ear  of  a  sailor  who  was  sui- 
pected  of  having  murdered  his  companion  od 
the  voyage  out,  when  they  went  ashore  at  nme 
island  to  replenish  the  water-casks,  and  who. 
from  his  ^subsequent  conduct,  abundantly  oao- 
iirmed  the  strong  suspicions  and  iinputatiDO» 
under  which  he  had  laboured  at  the  time.  lo- 
Btantly  appalled  and  overcome  by  tlte  remarV* 
the  conscience-stricken  wretch,  imaginii^g  him- 
self pursued  by  an  avenging  Deity,  ^te  dofn 
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vfidi  Ma  hmk  against  the  bulvarka,  daspcd  hfs 
hands  together,  fixed  his  ejes  upon  the  deek, 
Attd  seemed  to  be  awaiting  his  inevitable  dcxmi 
hi  a  stupor  of  despair.  The  taunts  and  tt- 
prbadbes  of  his  companions,  and  the  angry 
ovdars  of  the  captain  that  he  should  assist  in 
performing  the  duties  of  the  ship,  were  alike 
disregarded.  Deaf,  insensible,  immoveable  as 
m  statue,  he  was  at  last  suffered  to  remain  un- 
noticed. The  wind  had  blown  off  his  hat,  and 
he  was  so  near  to  us  that  at  every  pitch  of  the 
vessel,  which  indeed  might  well  l)e  deemed  her 
final  descent  into  the  gulph  uf  waters,  I  could 
we  the  hairs  bristle  up  with  horror  upon  his 
heady  and  distinctly  hear  the  convulsive  chatter- 
fang  and  grinding  of  his  teeth. 

**  At  length  our  ears  were  stunned  by  a  thun- 
der-clap louder  and  more  tremendous  than  any 
we  had  yet  heard,  and  the  forked  lightning 
leaping  from  a  pitchy  duud  immediately  above 
our  heads,  fell  upon  the  mainmast,  which  it 
split  from  the  yards  to  tlie  deck,  played  round 
and  melted  a  ring-bolt  between  the  legs  of  the 
sailor  I  have  mentioned,  and  finally  passed  into 


thA^«^a«    Though  the  m'^n  wA».t^^ured||,|l^ 

o^W  ,ac€e4»  of  I  tenvi  *    bhu    Crpai 

Huport   and  drove  hm  tOr  sudd^v  ,in^dD«Mn 
Uuering  a  demoniacal  y^Uj  whil«  fMry  tl(ubfi4 
from  hU  eyes*  and  his  featur4*f  w/»k^.  dUioried 
witil  r^gQi  he  aeized  acutlaiiti,  aud  starting  4^^ 
excUimed«  as  if  he  saw  before  ium  th«  gho^iuf 
hirt  murdered  comrade,  "  WIvy  dUla^t  you  fighv 
tluiu ?  1  oiFer^  you.  to  fight  before  I  kilU^  yvu^, 
Pightj  ye  coward,  fight  T — ^ItapidJy  rEpeadugi  ■ 
these  word»  he  riUihed  along  the  dock,  &tnku^ 
right  and  left  with  his  weapon,  aod  liod  alrcdd|i 
^founded  two  &aiiort»,  when  tlic  captain  sattdit- 
a  blow  at  bini  with  a  haDdspike^  and  the  uofot- 
tunate  wretch,  reeling  to  one  aide  oJ'  the  ve&«el, 
fell  overboard.     Even  in  the  raging  wat«x»  1^1 
saw  him  sup{X>rting  himself  witli  his  left  bandy) 
striking  furiously  at  the  waves  witli  lus 
aa  he  continued  to  shout  the  same  vrords,  u 
at  last,  ap[)arently  imagining  himself  to  La 
gained  the   victory,   he   iiuurightxl  hia  cu 
orer  his   head,  and  roaring  out  9  triuiaph^ 
hutettiA'\  with  a  stentoriap  vm^ci,  he  wA^.pv^ 
sently   whelmed    away  from    our    sig^t   aoi 
hearing. 
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"Thm'win  had  now-  v^tnuch  before  its  eusto- 
nfitty  time,  bring  effect  ually  shrouded  from 
yi/efWhf  a  range  of  high  and  dense  cloudB, 
fMIe  the  moon  had  not  jet  riwn ;  and  as  the 
dirlness  began  to  ga^er  around  us  I  looked 
mligivingly,  and  ahnost  despairingly  forwards 
to  the  terrors  of  the  night.  My  wife,  erer 
•edcing  and  finding  consolation  in  her  religion, 
remained  upon  her  knees,  alternately  singing 
hymns  and  praying  with  a  serene  unaltered 
oountenance;  Agnes,  with  closed  eyes,  as  if 
afrud  to  contemplate  the  strife  of  nature,  trem- 
blingly clasped  one  of  our  hands  in  each  of 
her^s ;  and  though  we  were  constantly  drenched 
by  the  spray,  and  the  waves  now  and  then 
completely  washed  over  us,  they  both  resolutely 
xcfused  to  go  below.  At  this  period  a  huge 
Negro,  known  in  the  ship  by  the  name  of  big 
Cvsar,  running  up  to  the  captain  with  a  lan- 
them  in  his  hand,  informe<l  him  that  he  had 
been  groping  in  the  hold  to  find  out  the  leak, 
bad  heard  the  water  rushing  in  under  the 
stern-post,  and  had  no  doubt  that  it  might  be 
stopped  or  checked  by  warping  a  sail  over  the 
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4lup*s  fttern.     He  declared  liis  belief  alflo  thai 
tjbe  chuD-puuips  miut  be  sow  free»  as  the  looae 
^indigo    aeen^fd  to  have   been'    all  washed  to* 
wards  by  the  pitchipg  of  the  vessel.     At  tldi 
intelligence  a  ray  of  hope  sprang  up  in^  dir 
minds  of  the  captain  and  crew,  the  latter  rf 
uhom   declared  with  a  faint    cheer    that  Ikt 
were   ready  to   make    another   effort  for  that 
common  preservation.     Upon  trying  the  pumpi 
they  were  founds  after  a  few  cootncnts,  to  ^foA 
freely,  a  diBcovery  which  was  hailed  with  too- 
ther and  a  heartier  cheer;  and  while  some  flf 
the  sailors,  as  well  as  passengers,  plied  thnu 
with  a  renovated  alacrity,  otlicrs  assisted  tkt 
captain  in  getting   a   Miil    over    the    place  Ui 
which   the  leak  had  k)een  discovered.     A  &« 
were  also  sent  below  with  the  carpenter  to  «r 
whether  any  thing  could  be  done  towards  pilJ|^ 
p9g  it  on  the  inside. 

"  Hardly  ten  minutes  had  thus  elapsed  when 
two  or  three  terrified  voices  towards  the  boa- 
sprit  fJiouted  out  at  once — '*  Breaker*  ahead* 
breakers  1  breakers!'^  and  the  captaii^  £iir^ 
ting  that  the   rudder  was  gone,  cried  out  ia* 


i 


BStmH  A1»fll.1CT.  IftA 

•lilictively^  to  dap- the  helm  hard  a  stnrboard. 
A>fnomeDt  brought  our  Iom  io  hifl  recollertion, 
maA  he  then  ordered  a  topsail  and  jib  to  be 
tiitoivii  out,  and  afterward  squared,  ao  as  to 
eiaar  her  off  the  land  ;  but  the  words  had 
acaredy  passed  his  lips  when  the  vessel  struck 
iridi  a  eoneuasioa  which  threw  us  down  rio- 
lently  upon  the  deck,  and  at  the  same  instant 
on  universal  shriek  of  horror  burst  from  every 
put  of  the  vessel.  His  presence  of  mind  rising 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  danger,  the  captain 
ordered  the  masts  to  be  cut  by  the  board,  be- 
gnming  with  the  weathermost  shrouds,  that 
tbay  might  fall  towards  the  shore,  and  so  per- 
hapa  osfdst  in  our  escape ;  but  the  men  were 
daof  to  every  thing,  and  the  Lascars,  who  com- 
posed a  port  of  our  crew,  rushing  with  terrified 
cries  to  the  long-boat,  hastily  launched  her  over 
the  gunwale.  Such  numl)ers  instantly  jumped 
in  that  one  of  the  sailors  cut  the  runners  and 
tockle  by  which  she  was  secured ;  the  next 
waive  swept  her  away  from  the  ship,  hurried 
her  round  the  rocky  point  on  which  we  had 
Uruok,  and  we  never  saw  her  more.     At  this 
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BOfttant  I  heard  the  report  of  twapntok, 
lowed  by  a  loud  and  deep  groan  i  The  fir»t  aid 
aecQod  matea  had  executed  tbeir  horrid  purpoie 
q(  mutual  defitniotion,  and  I  dreir  a  dreadful 
augury  from  the  despair  of  these  cxpcvieutri 
.  Bailors. 

»  t"  Language  cauDot  pourtray  the  homvrr  af 
'the  scene  to  which  L  was  now  doomed  to  be  in 
agonized  witness.  Passeagers  and  aaalotj^  mfiii, 
•'womcnt  and  children,  hurried  up  from  bekm, 
and  rushed  to  the  afterprt  of  the  Tosael,  vIrk 
:with  incredible  exertions  thej  ftucoHKlal  iu 
launching  the  cutter,  ami  nearly  the  vholr 
were  safely  placed  within  it;  when  ahe  brofae 
adrift,  and  ere  she  had  gained  two  hundred 
yards  from  the  ship,  a  single  wave  whclaied 
the  whole  crowded  party  in  the  reroorsdwa 
deep.  One  fearful  and  long-protracted  shrkk. 
which  is  still  ringing  in  my  ears,  and  in  which  the 
agony  of  females  and  children  painfully  prwfc-  j 
minated,  announced  the  fatal  catastrophe-  In  a  I 
few  moments  after  all  was  hushed,  save  the  hoanr 
and  horrid  triumph  of  the  winds  and  waves  ts 
they  secDicd  to  be  growling  over  their  victima 
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roV<  FfdnrtkeJint  imnoeot  I  had  iblt  donviMed 
tliMti»  bMt  coald  Im  i»  such  a  sea,  and  as 
jtbqiiUte  of  Agnes^  who  had  fallen  into  an 
fi^alerical  fit  at  the  time  of  our  striking,  ptt- 
IflhidMl  any  aedTe  exertiom  for  oar  safisty*  I 
resolved  to  abide  by  the  wreck,  and  tmst  to 
tPnmdcBce  for  our  final  dtsposaL      The  few 
^bo  still  remained  on  board  were  now  clustered 
atithe  odier  extremity  of  the  vessel,  endeavour- 
ing to  detadi  our  last  small  boat,  which  had 
^ot  entangled  in  the  rigging;  in  which  hopeless 
effort  they  hod  not  been  long  engaged,  when  I 
Jttw  a  black  mass  hurrying  towards  us,  whidi 
.peoved  to  be  a  tremendous  wave.     For  a  few 
»naconds  it  lifted  our  ship  aloft  and  carried  her 
'xnfikUy  forwards,  when  suddenly  subsiding,  it 
•davbed  her  down  upon  the  rocks  witli  such  an 
iHrful  concussion,   that   our    remaining  masts 
fifent  instantly  by  the  board,  the  vessel  bn^e 
.|f«V  back  with  a  hideous  crash,  her  decks  open- 
i-tfi^  the  solid  beams  gave  way,  and  the  stern 
;9mk  half  under  water.     Most  of  the  survivors 
>i9r9re  washed  away  in  this  mountainous  surge, 
IniI  a  few  wretches,  amcmg  whom  I  reoogniaed 


R^UBCV  AKtl^i* 


the  liug^  Negro,  still  cIuDg  to  tbe  dissevefvd 
•tetti.  AbM  elatetl;  bowfeVer,  b>'  their  vicloi^'/ 
the  iB^ves  came  ni&hing  to  attack  it  with  iK 
doubled  fury.  Like  iDfurutted  wild  be«sCa,' 
btiMline  up  their  foaming  crests  and  guashio^ 
their  wliite  teeth,  they  sprang  roaring  upon 
their  prey,  seizing  it  in  their  ravening  jaws,  and 
lifting  it  repeatedly  up,  and  dashing  it  upon  llie 
rocks,  or  shaking  it  into  pieces,  until  ^very 
thing  was  wrenched  asunder  and  broken  upi 
and  die  sea  covered  with  wide-scattered  frag- 
ments as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 

As  I  witnessed  this  harrowing  spectacle,  an- 
lici|>ating  my  own  fate  in  that  of  my  compa- 
nions, of  whom  not  a  single  survivor  was  now 
visible,  I  observed  that  the  portion  of  ibe 
wreck  on  which  we  were  stationed  did  iwc 
rise  and  fall  with  the  waves  that  broke  over 
her,  which  I  attributed  to  their  force  and  fury 
being  spent  upon  the  separated  stem.  Thi» 
being  now  demolished,  I  concluded  that  (be 
forecastle  would  undergo  a  similar  process  from 
the  first  heavy  surges  that  should  foMow,  and 
as  the  moon,  now  partially  revealed,  discloeed 


to  me  the  shore  ata  very  little  dUtsooe,  I  b^gao 
to  calculate  the  possibility  of  reaching  it  before 
the  wreck  should  be  6nally  broken  up.  Agne9 
wa«  now  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  enabled  to 
make  some  little  struggle  for  existence,  and  her 
mother  was  willing  to  venture  upon  any  expe- 
rimenty  however  desperate,  provided  we  all  pe- 
rished, or  were  saved  together.  This  being 
exactly  consonant  to  my  own  desires,  1  again 
turned  my  eyes  wistfully  to  the  land,  on  which 
the  waves  broke  as  if  they  were  tearing  it 
up  by  the  roots,  again  hurrying  back  to  the 
tea,  down  a  steep  bank,  with  a  hoarse  roaring 
noise.  This  was  an  uncheering  prospect,  even 
to  one  who  was  rendered  desperate.  I  saw  that 
the  returning  waters  would  again  suck  us  within 
their  vortex,  even  if  we  were  happily  cast  upon 
the  shore,  unless  we  could  grapple  firmly  with 
the  rock.  To  enable  me  to  do  this  the  more 
effectually  I  secured  a  creese,  or  long  Malay 
dagger,  which  one  of  the  Lascars  hod  stuck 
into  the  rigging,  and  having  placed  Agnes  in 
the  middle,  and  tied  our  three  bodies  together 
by  a  rope,  which  however  left  us  the  perfect 
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iiie  of  our  limbic,  I  proposed  that  we 
commit  ourBelves  to  the  first  heavy  vave. 
instructed  my  com^mnioTis  to  gT^isp  the  earth 
6rml J  as  tbey  could  u  hen  thej  first  toiucbed  i^j 
•ad  as  soon  as  the  rr ceding  wave  had 
flfcm,  to  rim  forward  as  far  and  aa  fiut  i 
strength  would  allow.  Little  time  was  gfWtfl 
us  for  farther  dplihcration  ;  a  dark  surge  cam* 
heaving  towards  us  as  we  stood  at  the  extroM 
edge  of  the  vessel,  my  wife  uttered  a  ri3ort 
prayer,  we  committed  ourselves  to  the  mlllii^ 
mass,  and  were  instantly  whelmed  rapid! v  for- 
wards, deafened  with  the  roar,  ami  giddy 
the  rush  of  the  foaming  waters. 

**  We  were  thrown  upon  the  shore  with  less 
violence  than  I  had  anticipated,  when  I  instantly 
plunged  my  dagger  into  the  soil,  and  grasped 
it  firmly  with  hoth  hnnds,  by  which  tnesoi^ 
although  my  wife  and  daughter  who  were  dimwB 
backwards  by  the  receding  waves,  dragged  fear- 
fully upon  me,  I  was  enabled  to  cling  to  the  ground 
we  had  won.  Soon  as  the  waters  had  left  us  w 
supported  Agnes  with  our  arms,  and  strugglrtl 
up  the  bank   with  all  the  energiea  we  could 
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mtutflr;  but  the  iofuriate  wavcsi  u  if  toragcd 
at  having  miiMd  dutr  prejp  cttsc  teanitff  aocl 
WwIiDg  After  us,  aod  w«  were  a^aio  (Uib«l  to 
^^^ipMCh*  In  tbe  hurry  nf  uur  Uuit  Bcrtmbie 
^^Ru  for^ten  tn  withdruw  th«  dagger,  so  that 
in  ifMte  oi  my  utmoift  df'ort^  I  found  we  were  all 
Ixing  ftucked  down  towards  the  yawniug  jaws 
H  of  the  dec|)y  wheu  my  hand  caose  most  provi- 
dentially in  contact  with  the  tough  fihrnus  mot 
of  a  Diafineplaatf  which  I  couvuUivcly  clutched* 
9fid  was  thus  emeu  more  enabled  to  arrest  our 
progresB  to  destruction.  Again  we  cUuilied  and 
tottered  forward^  coniicioua  that  we  were  strug- 
gling for  life,  and  the  next  wave,  breaking 
bdbre  it  reached'  us,  only  covered  us  to  the 
lowes;  but,  as  if  we  could  not  run  too  far  from 
the  enemy,  wc  never  relax^  in  our  flight  till 
we  hai-l  gained  the  summit  of  the  bank,  far 
beyond  tike  reach  of  tlie  surges,  though  we  heard 
tliem  lashing  and  brawling  behind  us. 

»**  Utterly  exhausted  by  her  efforts  my  poor 
Agnes  now  sank  to  the  earth ;  my  wife  fell  upon 
her  knees  and  whispered  a  fervent  prayer,  while 
dropping  u(x>n  mine  beside  her,  and  turning  to 

VOL.    III.  M 


M» 


IlRDBETi    APftLET 


thou  iasatiatc  clerneiU)  ra^  on  i  x«»dy  rav«^ 
aad  doatro^  I  aunitulate  in  one  moment  all  thr 
labours  of  the  past,  and  all  the  hopes  of  my 
future  daysfc  Soattcr  my  hoarded  wealtli  upoQ 
the  Tuck»  or  bury  it  in  the  de«pe6t  caveni&i 
I  heed  k  noU  for  these,  theae  thou  bast 
s)>ared.  me.  Thcae  are  my  nchee^  the&r  arc 
my  treasure*  these  are  my  all  in  all^  and  thae 
I  uill  posaess.' — Pressiag  my  wife  and  daughter 
to  my  bosom  as  I  uttered  these  words,  I  wep« 
over  them  for  some  montentd  in  silent  traDsport, 
when  the  former  geotly  disengaged  herself  fraa 
my  arms,  and  exclaimed — ^  My  beloved  hu^ 
band !  my  dearest  child !  ought  we  in  these 
earliest  moments  of  our  deliverance  to  be  uy^ 
braiding  the  blind  waters,  when  the  eye  of  Him 
who  had  singled  us  out  for  salvation  is  even 
looking  down  upon  us  through  the  dark] 
the  night  storm  ?"  My  child  suttk  upon  her 
knees  beside  me;  while  I  myself,  acknowledgia^ 
the  justness  of  the  rebuke,  hastened  to  xvpmr 
my  error  by  placing  myself  in  the  same  attitude. 
Kneeling  thus  together,  and  re}H:ating  after  my 
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nivler,  ire  passed  some  time  in  prayers  and 
thttiksgivings,  only  interrupted  by  our  tears  and 
mutual  embraces. 

***AAerwandevingabout  for  some  time,  with* 
omknowing  whither  our  footsteps  would  conduct 
ui,  we  encountered  an  overhanging  rock,  be- 
mnch  which  the  blacker  shade  seemed  to  indicate 
the  entrance  of  a  cavern.  Uncertain  whether 
the  land  upon  which  we  were  cast  might  not  be 
the  haunt  of  wild  beasts,  I  at  first  heutated 
about  eiploring  it,  but  a  flash  of  lightning  just 
then  enabling  me  to  discover  that  it  was  a 
mere  hollow,  we  took  refuge  within  it,  and  had 
the  satisfaction  to  find  that  the  ground  was  per- 
fectly dry,  and  the  cavity  large  enough  to  afibrd 
an  asylum,  which  to  beings  in  our  forlorn  plight 
m^t  almost  be  deemed  comfortable.  Here  I 
iniplored  my  wife  and  Agnes,  both  of  whom 
were  utterly  exhausted  by  their  sufferings  and 
cxcvtions,  to  compose  themselves  to  sleep,  while 
I  watched  over  them ;  and  hard  and  miserable 
aa  was  their  couch,  nature  at  length  prevailed. 
It 'was  a  prodigious  relief  to  my  mind,  as  I  heard 
K  2 
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them  breathing  in  deep  repose^  to  think  that 
they  were  insensible,  for  a  time  at  loa«t,  tt» 
iiU  the  horrors  of  their  situation ;   while,  » I 

jpttiected  upon  the  daoj^rs  they  had  escaped, 
I  fell  myself  nerved  witli  a  stem  resohiUon  to 
protect  them  against  all  that  might  hereafter 
assail  them.  A  gloomy  satisfaction  filled  my  soul 
at  the  thought  that  I  was  watching  over  them 
aft  their  guardian  protector,  and  I  verily  beliere 
that  no  lion  would  have  defended  the  entranoe 
of  his  den  with  more  desperation  than  tujs^, 
had  their  resting-place  been  assailed  at  (hat 
juncture.  But  I  had  to  contend  with  an  xn- 
^dious  enemy,  who  accomplishes  by  under- 
mining, what  he  would  in  vain  eodeavour  to 
effect  by  force.  On  the  previous  night  I  had 
never  closed  my  eyes ;  since  that  period  hotfc 
mind  and  body  had  been  in  a  perpetual  state 
of  excitement  and  tension ;  and  though  1  for 
^p  long  time  resisted  the  solicitations  of  slerp 
jas  I  listened  to  the  subsiding  blusters  of  the 
stonu,  and  the  rumbling  of  the  thunder  gnu 
dually  rolling  away  into  the  distance,  I  was  ul- 
timately lulled  by  their  rough  lullaby,  and  sunk 
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uDConaciousIj  to    the    ground  in  a  profound 
■lumber. 

"  I  must  have  remuned  many  hours  in  thin 
state,  for  on  awaking  I  beheld  mj  wife  and 
daughter  standing  at  the  entrance  of  the  cavity 
to  shade  me  from  the  burning  rays  of  the  sun, 
then  high  in  the  heavens,  which  they  told  nle 
they  had  found  playing  upon  my  face  at  thcnr 
own  uprising.  My  wife  smiled  affectionately 
upon  me,  but  there  was  a  moumfulness  in  the 
expresuon  of  her  countenance,  of  which  I  was 
about  to  ask  the  meaning,  when  she  reminded 
me,  that  although  the  morning  was  so  far  ad- 
vanced, our  first  duty  had  not  been  performed, 
and  we  immediately  proceeded  to  prayers. 
These  she  composed  extemporaneously,  adapt- 
ing them  to  our  ^tuadon  with  a  spontaneous 
eloquence  of  which  I  had  hitherto  thought  her 
incapable.  As  we  sallied  forth  from  our  re- 
treat I  was  at  no  loss  to  explain  the  melancholy 
I  had  observed  in  her  look,  for  pointing  to  the 
prospect  before  us,  she  exclmmed-^*  This  is 
the  scene,  my  dear  Reuben,  upon  which  I  have 
already  gazed  while  you  were  sleeping.     It  is 
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indeed  citecrless  and  de9otate,'**bti('  the  L< 
loveth  whom  he  chastenctti^'ahd  (hose  v/h6m 
Kas's)  mercirully  saved  lie  wiQ   aasiiriedly 
leave  to  perish.^     Well   miglit    she   term 
prospect  SiMoUte !    The  storm,  indeed,  hAd 
terly  passed  aw^y,  the  sun  was  shining  wfih 
fierce  brightness  in  a  sky  of  cloiidleas  and 
tense  blue,  but  its  radiance  fell  lipon  a  hi 
waste,  in  vain  endeavouring  to  throw  a  si 
over  itrf  features  of  deformity  and  deathl    Pi 
tike  spot  on  which  we  stood,  the  eye  wand< 
to  the  right  and  left,  over  low,  jagged, 
rocks,  to  the  sea,  where  not  a  vestige   of 
unfortunate   vessel  was  to  be  seen,  nor  waJ 
single  fragment  of  the  cargo  discernible  fo 
direction.    Before  us  extended  the  same  lldtk 
•oenery,  interspersed  with  pools  of  water, 
patches  of  sand,  and  closed  in  from  sea  to 
at  a  little  distance,  by  two  stupendous  ^1 
separated  from  one  another  by  a  fearful  cbi 
wlilch  gave  them  the  appearance  of  Iiaving 
violently  split  asunder  in  some  convulsion 
nature.     These  huge  and  dark-frowning 
naked,  sultry,  and  haggard,  liAed  theiri 
ble  barrier  to  the  sky,  and  stood  out  like  cdic 
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gwiita,  ready  to  crush  and  overwhelin  whoBoever 
fhould  venture  to  approach  them.     Here  and 

.  there^  upon  some  sloping  ledge  or  projection  of 
their  ragged  ades,  large  vild-flowers  were  to  be 

,aeen»  whose  gaudy  colours,  painfully  contrasted 
with  the  desolation  of  nature  amid  which  they 
^rew;  and  a&  they  waved  to  and  fro  in  the 
Ijc^ese,  I  oouki  hardly  help  imagining  that  they 

,,ftliook  tlieir  heads  at  us  in  pity,  as  if  ready  to 
exolaim — *  Alas !  poor  mortals,  what  seek  ye 
here  ?  there  is  hardly  earth  enough  upon  these 
sun-burnt  and  squalid  rocks  to  enable  us  weeds 
to  cling  to  life ;  what  then  can  ye  hope  but  to 
perish  miserably? — With  a  heavy  heart  I  re- 
called what  the  mate  had  said  as  to  the  barren 
nature  of  the  islands  in  these  Southern  latitudes, 
and  as  I  saw  before  him  the  withering  evidence 
of  his  accuracy,  I  reverted  with  a  still  deeper 
despondency  to  the  sufferings  he  had  once  en- 
jdured,  and  tlic  probability  that  we  ourselves 
inight  be  destined  to  some  equally  agonizing 

**  To  add  to  our  distress  we  were  all  torment- 
ed with  a  parching  thirst,  partly  from  the  salt 
^  .water  he  had  swallowed  when  cast  ashore,  partly 
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mm  the  fierceness  of  the  sun  to  which  we  bad 
been  exposed  when  sleeping;  and  upon  txyiof 
some  of  the  pools  spread  around  u&,  we  found 
them  to  he  all  brackii»h  and  undriokable.  At 
this  discovery  I  sate  down  with  a  bitter  groAO, 
cW|)ed  my  hands  together,  and  aa  I  gazed  upon 
the  Terdureiess  scene  of  desolation  before  mr, 
conjecturing  in  vain  how  we  could  all  avoid 
dying  of  hunger  or  thirst,  a  deep  feeling  of 
despair  took  possession  of  my  soul.  Under 
this  sickness  of  the  heart  I  believe  I  shoi 
have  sunk,  but  that  my  wife,  who  in  this  pii 
and  crisis  of  our  trial  pos-sessed  greater  foi 
tude  than  myself^  sustained  me  by  her  religi< 
confidence.  *  Do  not  despond,  my  dear  Ret 
ben,^  she  exclaimed,  as  she  first  pressed 
hand,  and  then  tenderly  kissed  it ;  ^  do  not 
pond.  Let  the  past  mercies  be  an 
of  the  future ;  and  remember  that  if  we  die 
have  at  least  the  consolation  of  dying  togetJ 
I  saw  no  method  of  escape  when  we  were 
board  the  vessel,  yet  were  we  saved ;  and  » 
may  be  in  this  our  still  more  desperate  emer- 
gency.'     At    this    moment,   Agnes,   who   had 
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dtmbed  up  ft  lai;ge  stone  at  •ome  li^le  ^stftncv 
ni  aavance  of  us,  cried  out  that  she  srw  water 
'^iiimg  fhnn  the  bottom  of  the  fissure  between 
me  two  huge  irocks.  On  gaining  the  elevation 
upon  which  she  stood  I  could  plainly  discover 
1^' Ame  objecti  and  though  my  mind  sadly 
nnigave  me  that  it  was  nothing  but  the  sea 
beating  through  the  opening,  I  ran  eagerly  for- 
ward to' ascertain  its  real  quality.  The  ground 
oontSnued  to  rise  as  I  advanced,  but  after 
elbnbfng  over  several  intervening  fragments,  I 
«'  length  reached  a  little  rocky  basin  into 
which  a  narrow  cascade  fell  from  the  base  of 
the  chasm  between  the  two  peaks;  and  on 
atoofring  to  taste  it,  I  found  it  to  he  pure  and 
ft  most  delicious  fresh  water,  which  at  that  nio- 
nent  seemed  sweeter  than  oU  the  nectar  that 
bad  ever  been  quaffed  upon  Mount  Olympus. 

*'  Without  staying  to  satisfy  my  full  thirst, 
iinportunate  as  it  was,  I  rose  hastily  up  to  com- 
municate my  discovery  to  my  companions,  when, 
upon  turning  round  for  that  purpose,  I  beheld 
■a  object  which  ofTorded  me  not  less  astonish- 
ment than  delight.  From  the  elevation  to  which 
N  5 
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*Ih«l^  dKtnbfed  I  was  enable  U  ifrtrloik  ih 

rocky  ridge  under  which  we  had  edept,  and  updo 

the  «hoTC  bey<md  it  I  Mield  the  temaim  of  our 

-irTeckcd  v*s«el,  Apparonthr  in  the  eanie  kMt^  u 

•when  we  had  abandoned  it,  anU  Miming  iu>r  to 

have  mare  than  a  fool  or  two  of  voter  >  Mtnud 

it.     Our  position  in  tht?  hollow  had   prenAitAt 

our  seeing  tliU  object  in  the  morning,  andosr 

wanderings  in  the  dark  had  so  deceived  lAe  ts 

*to  our  bearings,  that  eren  if  I  had  drenac  oftts 

'holding  together  so  long,  1  should  never  havi- 

thought  of   seeking  it  in  that  direcsi«iii    Oh 

with  wliat  alacrity  did  I  hurry  back  to  caoKno- 

nicate  the  double  good  tidings  to   niy  wife  and 

Agnes,  and  with  what  an  affecting'  piety  did  tke 

former  behold  the  finger  of  Providence  in  tfait 

'difVpcnsation,  and  gratefully  receive  it  sa  a  fsc- 

seut  cameet  of  protection  and  support  hnvate- 

I  was  fain  to  assist  them  over  the  rugged  and 

iteep  approach  to  the  little  fountain,  which  tbij 

«t  length  reached  in  safety,  when  we  aU  j^lakcd 

;iOur  thirvt  abundantly,  and  all  pronounced  it  lo 

HtHi    ft  beVerage    of   exquisite    and  nlrpuBi^g 

»%weetnee8.  .U4a«(  i  li  «  1u 


iisifb  tU9m.  bppie%,«ij  «qnp«Di«as .  vi«bed  ta  ««- 

HW!l|wi^  tipe>  ito.  itfip  wPtxk^  •>  btigwi  howev«iv 

lirhidbl  luaew ,  they  wen  ia  no  oondition  to  n»- 

ijsodaAe^MiUiftt  Itplaoed  them  on  ik.atuuly.cnig, 

j^fl^QBft  thtjr  ooold  Mill  observe  my  •peratioDf  >  lit 

i»]4U«tiM^ce^  and  .  proceeded  oa  <be  adventure 

nbnn     JDiCflult  and  broken  as  it  was,  I  scmin- 

qbledfraqpidly,  over-  the  groupd». clunbed  .ii|>i,tbe 

•ridge Inm  which: we  had  descended  o%-enught 

)ia.Ae«rch  of  shelter,  and  presently  found  myself 

•tliponfehe  beach  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 

iWBCoh*  '  I  even  recognized  the  identical  marine 

ifiknt  to  which  I  had  clung  when  the   waves 

fWese  sucking  us  all  down  the  steep  descent  into 

^j^Kir  opca  jawsy  and  paused  for  a  moment .  to  ad- 

nire  the  -mysterious  ways  of  Providence^  which 

bad  thus  mads  the  lives  of  three  human  beings, 

'the  aelfratyled  lords  of  the  creation,  dependent 

•  afioo  tiie  tenacity  of  a  lowly  weed  J 

J  ■■  ^Upon  i^proaching  the  remains  of  our  vessel, 

.  I  was  startled  and  somewhat  aiarmed  at  hearing 

s  imifle  which  I  at  first  took  to  be  the  bowling 

«f  a  hyena  or  a  jackal,  under  which  impression 
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J^  baited  la  tome  oonst4^maUal^  cooc^in^ 
mytelf  behind  a  rock,  and  peetiog  oaatiouilj 
acound  %o  discover  vhenoe  it  proowJeA. '  "Tlq| 
ddight  «ith  which  I  poeseDtly  fouDcl  it  to  be 
the  howling  of  our  little  dog  Brunette,  vfao  had 
cecogmzed  me  at  a  distance,  aikd  was  iflaping 
about  the  deck  in  an  agooy  of  mingled  joy  at  the 
Af^ht  of  her  master,  and  of  impatience  at  h»i 
ioahility  to  approach  him,  can  hardly  be  de- 
«cribed.  As  I  stood  under  the  bows  of  the  tw- 
sel,  con^dering  how  I  should  get  up,  the  Mxh* 
ful  creature  could  no  longer  restrain  herself,  but 
leaped  instantly  down  into  my  arms,  olthougii 
tike  perilous  height  involved  certain  deatructuMj 
a  I  had  not  succeeded  in  catching  her. 
[i,*^  By  going  round  to  the  middle  of  the 
and  wadiug  about  kneo-deep  in  the  water, 
it  was  now  the  lowest  of  the  tide,  I  easily 
admittance  over  the  shattered  keel  and  timbcn^ 
where  her  back  had  been  broken,  and  discovered, 
upon  entering  the  hold,  tliat  when  she  had 
struck  with  sucli  violence,  she  had  pitched  upon  a 
sharp,  conical  ruck,  which  hud  perforated  quite 
through  the  bottom,  and   riveted  her 


Tubly  to  the  |^und.  To  th»  circumstance  was 
undoubtedly  owing  (he  preaervation  of  the  fore 
port  uf  the  vesael,  which,  by  being  held  fast  when 
the  stern  ro»e  with  I  he  waves,  occasioned  the  lat- 
ter to  be  completely  severed,  and  filially  dashed 
to  pieces  by  repeated  concussions  on  the  rock. 
It  was  heartrending  to  mark  the  dlonce  and  de- 
aoiation  that  reigned  within  this  ilUfiated  vessel, 
so  lately  flaunting  on  the  ocean  in  gallant  and 
stately  trim,  and  animated  with  numerous 
human  beings,  ctery  one  of  whom,  all — all  but 
ourselves,  were  now  whelmed  beneath  the  ca- 
verns of  the  deep,  or  weltering  upon  some  tnw 
known  shore.  But  such  reflections,  natural  'M 
they  were,  presently  gave  way  to  the  importi^ 
Date  yearnings  of  self-preservation.  Remem- 
bcnng  the  forlorn  state  of  my  wife  and  child, 
I  looked  anxiously  around  for  some  means  of 
sustenance,  of  which »  by  my  own  sensations,  I 
knew  they  niust  bo  in  Immediate  need.  Every 
imxietyof  this  sort  was  sp«edily  banished,  for 
I  not  only  found  many  barrels  of  ship'  provi- 
sions, which  geeincd  to  be  uninjure<l,  but  on 
making  my  way  into  tlie  cook^s   room>    which 


«et  full  of  various  cordials  und  wine.  Od  ii^ 
tablu  was  a  large  opim  Bible,  from  who^e 
ruEHil  st^tne  unfixrtunate  creature  had  pi 
been  scared  at  the  moment  of.  the  $hkp\ 
and  of  which  I  instantly  xsade  pni&e.  AVith 
welcome  acquisition  for  my  wife,  and  a 
of  provisions  for  the  refreshmeat  of  the  wl 
party,  I  set  out  upon  my  return*  accompanied 
by  Brunette,  and  pretty  sure  of  being  received 
with  a  cordial  welcome. 

-L  "  All  our  hopes  for  the  future  being  now  do- 
pendent   upon   the   wreck,  I   resolved   that  ofr 
time  should  be   lost  in  removing    ev^ry 
that  might  become  serviceable  to  us,  and 
particularly  the  provisions,  which  were  of 
necessity,  lest  any  fresh  hurricane  sliould  di 
or  destroy  altogether  what  had  been  ao  provi- 
dentially prc&en'ed.  For  this  purpose  wc  !>et  off 
together  to   the  beach,  and   although  I  judged 
it  to   be  nearly  the   time  of  higli  tide  on  our 
arrival,  chore  was  not  a  greater   depth    thau 
about  three  feet  around  any  part  of  the  wreck. 
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toiMdlMI'tbirirMertbMn  radiedabotieltlMeir 
tfdMOUnry  height  ift'th*  tempest  tfast  threv  ut 
^jtotfitfie  racks.  By  wading  to  the  farther  ext»- 
flrityr  I  got  oa  boaid  as  bd<M«»  and  by  loweraag 
tilNider  from  the  aide,  with  a  plonk  for  a  gang- 
4i^qfV'i*y  txNDpatiioM  were  enabled  to  join  me 
^liMMkit  diflleuhy.    Remembering  that  wr  were 
kbMately  without  shelter  upon  the  desert  rock. 
l'fin»po«ed  that  weahould  for  the  present  take 
iq^-oor   residence  on  boards  or  at  all  events 
^pMathe  night  there^  since  there  seemed  little 
probability  of  our  being  visited    by  another 
tornado ;  and  we  were  not  only  provided  with 
better  accommodations  than  we  could  hope  to 
CAd  on  shore,  but  in  a  place  of  much  greater 
aeearity.     So  vivid,  however,  was  their   reool- 
ketion  of  the  horrors  they  liad  endured  when 
last  they  trod  its  deck,  and  so  great  their  re- 
pugnance to  placing  themselves  a  second  time 
^^thin  the  power  of  a'tremendous  and  treache- 
ratti  ocean,  that  my  companions  declared  they 
wvre  ready  to  face   any  extremity  of  6ufFe^i|^^ 
«pon  the  rocks,  rather  than  commit  themselves, 
«ren  for  a  single  night,  to  the  dangerous  shelter 
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cf  the  vessel.  Nothing  remained,  therefore, 
but  diat  we  should  secure  the  provisions  Id  thf 
first  place,  of  which  ve  found  a  much  greaur 
store  than  we  expected,  some  damaged,  but  the 
greater  quantity  in  a  perfectly  sound  state. 

*'  Soon  as  the  water  receded  from  the  head  of 
the  wreck,  I  lowered  such  provisions  as  wc 
collected  upon  the  sand,  wliere  Fanny  and 
nes,  who  were  waiting  lo  receive  them, 
or  rolled  tlie   lighter    articles  up   the  slopii^ 
bank.     It  affected  me  even  to  tears,  to  contera- 
fdate  that  tender  and  pious  wife,  hitherto  nursed 
in  the  lap  of  competency,  and   that    fair  and 
fragile  child,  delicate  and  beautiful  as  a  flower, 
toiling  beneath  a  Southern  sun  to   secure  the 
coarsest  viands  for  the  support   of   their  eiiv 
tencc.    Letting  myself  rapidly  down  by  a  rope, 
I  insisted  upon  their  resting  themselves,  while 
I  continued  to  labour  as  long  as  my  strengtl 
would  allow,  which  was  indeed  soon  exhausttu* 
for  few  men  could  be  worse  calculated  than  mf* 
self  for  enduring  hardships,  or  bodily  difficul- 
ties of  any  sort.     To  the  manifold  contrivance! 
and  substitutes  of  the  peasant  or  handicraAs- 
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nm  I  wit  an  utter  vtranger,  luTing  never  been 
coimnuit  with  tboM  occupationB  that  minister 
tD,tlK  firvt  wants  of  lif&  The  pen  and  the 
eonnting-housef  the  pursuits  to  which  I  had 
bttherto  lodced  for  a  maintenanoe,  had  ooro- 
pletelj  unfitted  me  for  the  struggles  to  which  I 
wfA.  now  likely  to  be  exposed.  HoweTer,  I  en- 
deavoured to  adapt  myself  to  circumstances, 
aod  felt  some  pride  when  I  had  rt^ed  to  the 
top  of  the  bank  and.  secured  all  the  packages 
and  casks  which  I  had  lowered  from  the  vessel. 
*'  As  we  had  not  yet  discovered  any  better 
deeping-|dace  than  that  to  which  chance  had 
eonducted  us  on  the  previous  night,  beneath 
tiia  overiianging  rock,  we  were  £sin  to  have 
raoourse  to  it  again,  though  I  rendered  it  more 
endurable  by  carrying  thither  some  bedding, 
and  covering  the  entrance  with  canvass  sup- 
ported upcm  poles.  Bread,  or  rather  biscuit, 
was  our  only  edible,  for  though  we  had  viands 
in  abundance,  we  had  no  fire  to  cook  them; 
and  so  miserably  deficient  was  I  in  a  knowledge 
of  expedients,  that  after  rubbing  two  dry 
pieces  of  wood  together,  according  to  the  direo* 


ig,  however,  in   enpUMn^ 

*tUDa»eIy    stunibl«l    upon  .   , 

nutchca.  and    not  bein^  cUfid^ 

•ppwatus.  we  were  ooc«  more  e 

a  tolerahlj,  comfortable  u,e«l.     T 

dilig^-Uy  employed,  sufficed  f«r 

of  «11  the  prorUions  to  a  place  ^ 

I  coveml  them  with  a  tarpauli, 

we  b^aa  to  direct  our  uteotia 

le«  absolute  necessity,  thougj,  b 

be  despised  by  person,  in  our  djto, 

Among  other  articles   we   broke  , 

belonging  to  a  widow  lady,  oi 

gws,  who  had  been  retMroing  ., 

young  family.    J>feilher  my  wife 

displeased  at  encountering  aert 


*t«nii^g  wt^T  the  contents  of  the  trunk,  my 

itrife  came  to  a  boy*s  dr«8A,  which  she  held  up 

•^Ibr «  moment*  gazing  upon  it  mournfully.    It 

A  1*1^ exactly  of  the  siee  and  form  c^  one  worn 

^"hf  our  darlmg  child,  our  little  curly-heeded 

TfMluuTey  when  we  had  last  seen  him.     Not  a 

f  «iord  waa  ottered  by  cither  of  the  party,  but  we 

-=«A  looked  at  one  another,  and  read  one  another's 

'thoughts,  and  all  burst  into  tears  at  the  same 

'tnbmentf     Never  was  so  overcoming  a  sorrow 

''dicttedby  so  simple  an  occurrence.     X  believe 

^my  own  dibtress  was  the  most  poignant,  for  I 

•do  love  that  dear  boy  with  an  entireness  of  my 

'«Me  heart  and  soul,  and  my  wife  fondly  en- 

•clMvouied  to  divert  my  thoughts  from  him,  by 

Jpvetending  that  she  was  weeping  for  our  young 

ftUufw-passenger,   whom    we   had  lately   seen 

'^rearing  those   identical  clothes.     'Poor  little 

*|fcllow  r  slie  exclaimed,  *  but  a  few  days  ago  he 

im  dancing  and  nnging  around  us,  and  now 

*'h^iB  lying  silent,  and  stiff,  and  stark,  beneath 

^'ttto  great  waters.'   I  saw  through  her  kind  inten- 

^tioM,  but  bow  could  slie  expect  to  abstract  my 

tiioiights  hom  that  one  absorbing  object  ?    My 
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boy  t  my  poor  boy !  where  m  be  now,  I  utm- 
der?  God  Almighty  blesA  thee,  mj  child, 
whensoever  thou  art !  ""  **"*  .-artsw 

#■■  "Although  our  existence  had  be«n  thu»  Appi- 
rcntly  secured,  for  a  time  at  least,  what  wa?  it 
wortJt,  chained  as  we  were  to  that  aim-tormented 
and  rcuiorwless  rock,  whose  gigtintic  cmgi* 
seemed  expressly  formed  to  echo  back  for  eitt 
the  howls  of  Prometheus?  Habitation  we  hA 
none,  nor  would  my  unskilfulnesa  allow  the 
hope  of  our  ever  being  much  better  secured 
against  the  fierce  heats  of  summer  or  the  pe- 
riodical rains.  Against  the  sicknc^s3  likely  to 
arise  from  such  exposure,  and  an  insalubrious 
diet,  we  had  no  remedies  whatever ;  and  it  rf> 
quired  a  very  simple  calculation  to  know,  thBt 
with  all  our  economy  of  provision,  the  period  of 
its  exhaustion  cwild  not  be  remote.  One  only 
hope  remained,  that  of  our  being  diseovetfd 
and  taken  oft'  liy  some  vessel ;  and  that  we 
might  not  lose  this  chance,  forlorn  as  it  was,  I 
fastened  the  largest  spar  I  could  raise,  witb% 
flag  at  its  extremity,  into  the  cleft  of  a  WB- 
spicuous  rock :    but  my  expcetadona  of  tkil 
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nuturt  W9IB  hj  no  iDsaDs  flaoguioe.  I  knttir 
lifmM  we  had  been  driven  widely  out  of  our 
oourae»  and  unless  some  vessel  diovld  be  visited 
^  «  mmikr  calamity  in  the  sne  latitudes, 
Ijhere  seamed  Uttle  likelihood  of  our  ever  again 
ff^hfMmg  the  face  of  other  fel]ow-4sreaturee. 
^^gh  were  my  own  gloomy  apprehensions,  and 
peibaps  I  am  naturally  desponding,  but  they 
l^ime  by  no  means  shared  by  my  wife.  From  a 
^p  religious  conviction  that  she  waa  in  the 
bands  of  a  superior  power,  who,  whatever  might 
be  her  final  fate,  would  assuredly  dispose  of 
ber  for  the  best,  she  was  surprizingly  uph^  in 
idl  our  trials,  never  once  rejnning  at  her  suffer- 
ll^  nor  relaxii^  in  her  fuous  confidence.  Her 
ibrtitude  seemed  mare  than  human-^it  was  the 
^ai4dimity  oi  a  quiet  and  enduring  devotion. 
,  ^  On  the  fifth  momiog  after  our  shipwreck, 
wearied  with  the  toil  of  constantly  fetching  fresh 
water  from  the  rocky  fountain  in  a  little  pitdier, 
the  only  one  hitherto  redeemed  from  the  ves- 
.eri|  I  carried  a  small  empty  caak  to  the  spot, 
JnCending  to  fill  it,  and  roll  it  back,  if  posable,  to 
mm  rude  habitation.    On  reaching  the  place,  I 
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drti-rniineil  to  explore  tlie  source  of  the  riH  lK«t 
tumbled  into  the  basin,  for  which  purpose  1    | 
clambered  up  the  yatmhig  chasm  between  the 
two  cra^y  where  I  found  a  tolerably  level  fbbt* 
iDff  formed  by  a  g^ndiial  ascent  of  about  thirtt 
yards,  down  v-liicli  the  narrow  stream  ran  wiA 
a  rapid  but  smooth  course.     I  had   not  quite 
reached  the  extremity  of  this  passage,  when— 
O  merciful  Providence  1  what  a  gorgeous  and 
magnificent  vi&ion   burst  upon    my  astonished 
eyaH    Outstretched  before  me  in  all  xtA  beau-' 
tiful  vnriciy  of  hill  and   dale,  and    wood  sai 
water^n  all  that  luxuriance  of  vegetable  splciv- 
dour  and  glowing   richness    of  colour    which 
Nature  loves  to  lavish  upon  the  most  favoured 
regions  of  the  earth — 1  beheld   an    island,  W^ 
ratber  a  delicious  garden,   more   surpassinghr  ' 
fair  than  that  of  Eden,  more  enchaiitinglr  glo- 
rious than  all  that  I  had  ever  dreamt  of  the 
blissful  bowers  of   Paradise.      Overcome   and 
even  awe-Fttricken  by  its  loveliness,  I  could  only 
fall  upon  my  knees  and  weep  under  the  EM 
impulse  of  my  feelings,  nor  was  it  until  after 
the  lapse  of  some  minutes,  that  I   became  col- 
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kctad  enough  to  mark  the  particular  feature  of 
tl^  scenery. 

*'  Along  the  gloving  and  far-extending  valley 
idnck  occupied   the  centre  of  the  landscape 
meandered  a  rivulet*  sometimes  lost  amid  an 
exuberance  of  embowering  shrubs  axui  strange 
flowers,  sometimes  revealing  itself  by  gentle 
oaacades  that  sparkled  in  the  sun,  and  iiiudly 
winding  its  way  to  the  rock  on  which  I  stood, 
w^^eie  its  waters  being  arrested,  spread  them, 
•elves  out  into  a  little  lake  that  overflowed 
through  the  chasm  by  which  I  had  ascended, 
into  the  basin  on  the  other  side«  and  thenoe  in- 
to the  sea.     Immediately  on  the  right  arc^e  a 
TMlge  of  gentle  hills,  swelling  and  falling,  and 
disclosing  the  bright  ocean  through  their  succes- 
sive openings,  the  nearest  being    embroidered 
with  rich  deep-coloured  moss,  grass  of  tlie  roost 
vivid  green,  shrubs  of  entire  l)loom,  and  bright 
flowers,  such  as  I  liad  never  seen  before,  the 
whole  of  whose  ardent  colours  being  confusedly 
reflected  in  the  lake,  resembled  the  gorgeous 
•unny  hues  thrown  upon  the  pavement  of  a  ca^ 
thedral  from  an  ancient  painted- window.  Others 
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of  the  hiUi  ill  ihift  diivction  were  robed  vitk 
majestic  trees,  which  dwindling  as  they  folln««4 
the  descent  of  the  gTX)und  an  the  other  ddr,  d!L 
nothing  but  their  summits  could  be  feecn,  vm 
again  caught  in  the  di»tance,  climbing  up  thi 
next  ascent  like  an  undulating  sea  of  f6b$gt* 
On  the  left,  where  the  prospect  waa  much  noiv 
extensive  and  varied,  were  foresta  of  ina}citic 
growth,  containing  the  tree  of  Buddha,  th« 
Talipot,  the  Jaggrec,  the  Jaclc-tree,  the  bread- 
fruit, and  many  more,  from  among  which  the 
lofty  palms  and  cocoa>nuts  shot  up  high  inla 
the  air,  looking  like  one  grove  planted  upoB 
another.  OccosioDal  glades  and  openiagt  gm 
glimpses  of  sunny  meadowI^  and  coppices  of 
cinnamon  and  c&shew.nut,  areka  and  tamariod, 
and  sylvan  wilds,  and  still  more  retnoCa 
pierced  by  dark  umbrageous  alleys  that 
Vi  lead^into  a  new  world,  whither  the  imajcios- 
tioQ  alone  could  follow  them. 

**  Over  the  fragments  of  rock  which  lay  scattemt 
around  one  side  of  the  lake,  aa  if  they  had  £ii- 
Jen  from  the  crags  behind  me,  was  woven  a  ti^ 
dant  tapestry  of  fern  and  mcMBy  aad  csee^iag 
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pUn(a,and  flowers  of  brilliant  hue  and  exquisite 

^coeitigurAtion  :  while  gourdn  and  wild  vim*a  ran 

up  tht*  huge  clifFai  lK*twecn  which  I  Rtiind,  as 

U  every  thin'r  Uul  i^verloiiked  that  happy  valley 

iwere  corapcUcd  lo  imrticipate  in  iu  exulirnint 
fertility. 
"Luscious  fruits,  sufficient  to  baniftli  for  agrs 
every  thought  of  fumiue,   sprung   up   sponta- 
oeously  in  all  dirt.H:tions,  blushing  and  glowing 
amid  the  clustered  foliage.    Orange  and  |)apaw. 
UesB, annonan,  citrons^  tamarinds,  pomcgraoatesy 
wild  figs,  palm  datcA,  uiangt»es,  and  bananas,  were 
^^  to  be  seen  at  a  Utile  distance  from  each  other,  or 
^f  gfo^ng  together  in  tangled  and  inter  woven  tufta; 
while  over  every  crag  and  shrub  and  tree,  the 
supple-JHck,  and  otlier  parasite  plants  of  extra- 

r  ordinary  l)eauty  and  variety  trailed  their  ver- 
dant net-work,  hanging  festoons  of  flowers  from 
branch  to  branch  of  the  loftiest  trees,  interlacing 
them  above,  and  twining  them  together  below 
in  one  embroidered  mass  of  dense  and  redun- 
B^  dant  vegetation.  Never  was  the  inexhausti- 
ble opulence,  the  luxurious  wantonness  of  Nature 
^L    more  conspicuously  displayed  ;  and,  as  if  it  were 
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not  enough  tliat  this  niag;ical  landscape,  suSusol 
with  its  deepest  blush  of  beauty  from  the  raiw 
ft  the  recent  hurricane^  afTorded  a  perfect  ban- 
quet to  the  eycj  the  wind,  wafted  gently  towards 
ute  chasm  behind  me,  recreated  the  sense  with 
tbe  fragrance  which  thousands  of  odorifenTUA 
plants  were  constamily  exhaling  from  thdr  lipt 
^*0n  the  left  the  waters  of  the  little  lake  came 
quite  up  to  the  foot  of  the  rock,  but  on  the  right 
they  were  fringed  with  a  sloping  l>elt  of  verdure 
of  some  width,  whereon  stood  an  object  tbai 
particularly  arrested  my  attention.  It  wa»  9  w- 
Bcrable  Imnyan-tree  of  stupendous  dimensioD.s 
whose  gigantic  boughs  had  thrown  down  fresh 
stems,  many  of  them  apparently  ten  or  eleven 
feet  in  circumference,  whence  other  boughs  had 
sprung  and  new  slioots  descended,  some  of  which, 
not  ha\nng  yet  reached  the  earth,  were  waring 
gently  in  thebreeBe.  In  this  manner  it  hiui 
spread  orer  a  prodigious  extent  of  ground,  form- 
ing  leafy  cloisters  and  arcades,  through  whoM* 
golden  green  shades  the  silvery  trunks  sprung 
up  at  intervals,  until  the  whole  resembled  a  vast 
hull,  supported  upon  columns  of  Nature's  own 
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*«-Jli>f}  >(iliiiu(t  li^uonn  Ir-i: 

arcnitccturc.    In  this  solemn  arboraceous  temple 

I  hati  already  resolvetl  to  fix  my  habitation,  even 
before  I  had  explored  it.t  verdant  eolonnades, 
for  I  saw  at  onee  that  it  wotdd  require  very 
little  adaptation  to  fit  it  for  our  dwclliDg-plucc. 

*'  After  haviiipf  satiated  my  eye  with  a  general 
eontemplation  of  the  splendours  outspread 
before  me,  I  1)egon  to  examine  the  seene  more 
minutely,  aud  not  without  mii^ving  and  alarm, 
with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  the  island  were 
inhabited:  for  I  immediately  ossoeioted  all  this 
wild  niagnificenee  and  beauty  of  the  tropies, 
with  the  notion  of  savages  and  wild  1>easts,  and 
those  moral  horrors  which  often  form  n  contrast 
lo  the  lavish  blessings  of  Nature.  Nothing, 
however,  could  be  observed  to  justify  this  ap- 
prehension, or  even  to  make  me  believe  that  the 
scene  was  infested  by  lieasts  of  prey.  Neither 
path,  [tor  habitation,  nor  any  marks  of  culture 
indicated  that  it  had  ever  been  trodden  by  a 
human  foot,  and  the  very  wildness  of  its  sylvan 
beauty,  and  the  primitive  looks  of  its  virgin 
woods,  seemed  to  attest  that  this  undiscmered 
isle  had  been  left  to  ripen  and  luxuriate  in  its 
o  £ 
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uwn   lovetinefts  from  the  first  moment  when,  ii 

iwAft  planted  ami  adoroed  by  tlte  band  of  the 

Creator.     The  more  I  examined  it   tbe  mure  il 

felt  convinoeil  that  I  waft  right  in  tliis   conjep^ 

tuiTft  and  uiy  heart  expanded  with  gratitude  aad 

delight  at  the  thought  that   so  long  as  we  r^- 

maiued  ieotaled  from  tbe  vorld,  we  should  ai 

least  have  this  smiling  Elysium  to   oiirtelveb 

Eager  to  communicate  to  tnj  companiona  ih/e 

glad  tidingft  of  my  discoveiy,  I  repassed  Uie 

rocky  diasm,  (the  door  that  might  be  baid  to 

o|>en   from  death  to  life,)  and  prepared  tu  d&- 

aceiid  on  tlie  other  side.     I  had  left  tlicm  oatfatf 

wreck,  seeking  some  additional  articles  of  wliicb 

we  were  in  wont^  and  from  the  eminence  wherecp 

I  stood  it  appeared  to  nie  that  by  cnos&iug  thif 

little  stream,  and  going  round  by   the  beach 

oppoBttc  to  our  dwelling,  which  was  less  encuiu- 

berod  by  rocks    than  my  customary   routi^  I 

ahould  be  the  sooner  enabled  to  reach  tbejBi«H,; 

.f--^^  Thi»  cQurt»e  X  accordingly  pursued^  hurrying^ 

onward  with  a  happiness  and  buoyamry  of  spirit 

tkatj. seemed. ito  commnnioatc  it«elf  to  piy  dmw 

tioni^  and  fixing  my  eyes  upon  the  vessel  to  see 
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wMWf  r  could  dwtoT^I-  th^lk  m  rtie  decV, 
vhrn  suddenly  I  beheld  an  npjiailing  icpectaole 
which  roofed  me  to  the  spot  where  I  stood. 
Protruding  upwards  from  the  sand,  inirae- 
diately  before  me,  wetv  two  hideous  binck  armis 
their  hands  fastened  to/rother,  an  apy>*ritioa 
which  I  instantfy  referred  to  the  revolting  or- 
gies of  savages  who  ha<l  been  rclcbrating  ttom* 
ftacrifiee  or  cannilud  rej>««rt  upon  tlie  spot,  and 
had  stuck  up  this  brutal  trophy  of  ihrir  barb^ 
roua  alKiminntions.  Down,  down  to  the  very 
earth  wa.s  dashed  in  a  moment  the  flattertng 
fabric  of  my  hopes,  the  dream  that  we  should 
possess  thin  delicious  sanctuary  to  ourhclves, 
that  it  was  unravan;cd  and  unfKiUuted  by  hu- 
man beasts  of  prvy, — and  my  heart  sunk  with 
II^^^A  sickness  fell  upon  my  whole  soul;'  a 
panic  fear  such  as  I  never  experienced  before. 
Cook  possession  of  me ;  I  averted  my  eyes  from 
the  hateful  object,  and  ran  back  to  the  rock  as 
if  pursued  by  a  whole  legion  of  yelling  savages. 
*•  Seated  in  a  cavity  of  the  rocks,  and  hidden 
from  the  spectral  object  that  had  scared  me, 
I  was  enabled  to  collect  my  thoughts.     They 


weic  now  u  dav'k  abd  des^ionding 
just  before  been  san^urM  and  r^  plecifttnt 
Rftd  1  bct'D  idone  1  should  htve  been  nmipBTV 
liTely  indiJlVreot  to  my  destiny,  b«t  I  could  not 
bear  to  reflect  upon  the  horrible  fete 
might  be  reserred  for  Utose  who  were 
me  than  itty  own  lif^  ^ould  they  fall  into 
jjowcrof  iome  saTag^e  horde.  Even  to  be 
apprehension  of  their  brulal  outrages  lv 
r[>nder  life  itself  a  perpetual  tonxKMnt.  I 
that  I  could  never  endure  such  a  fevernb 
tence,  for  my  mind  wan  «o  constituted  fhrt 
knew  it  wmild  be  maddehed  by  &u»|:)enBe;  « 
now,  momeatary  as  was  tlie  feelings  it  drove 
to  audi  desperation  that  I  determined  to  retu 
and  satisfy  my  doubts  by  an  examination  of  the 
mangled  limbs,  or  of  any  other  remain^  thut 
mi^ht  be  scattered  upon  the  spot.  My  ea^r- 
ness,  however,  v:as  not  inconsistent  with  caution. 
J  looked  ont  to  sea  to  ascertain  whether  ibere 
were  any  canoes  upon  the  coast,  but  Uiece  w 
not  a  single  speck  upon  its  peaceful  bosom 
■light  shuddering  thrilled  through  ine  as  I 
again  approached  the  revolting  object,  but  I 
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marched  up  to  it  without  faluting,  and  pr«* 
sentiy  Uoud  close  to  the  bkuky  uuticular,  uid 
bmwny  anus,  thrustiug  tlicmselves  tipNvai^t 
from  the  beach.  Thcxe  were  no  buocc,  so 
luarkA  of  a  fice  about  the  tffiot«  aod  a»  I  wa* 
resolved  to  leaw  oothiug  uoexploreJ,!  finatch^d 
up  a  lar^  9callo|vshc]l,  and  with  infuiite  loath* 
ing  bcji^sn  to  scrape  away  the  sand  tliat  sur- 
roundud  these  huDun  remains.  There  was  a 
TOpeiin  which  tiie  amis  were  entangled;  I  ibU 
lowed  it*  directioo,  and  as  I  dug  deeper  I 
struck  upon  soinetliing  bard^  which  proved  to 
he  a  lantern.  This  mystery  did  but  stimulate 
my  cuhobity,  £nough  was  prcsendy  uncovered 
to  show  that  it  was  an  entire  corpse,  lying  upon 
it4  back  just  beneath  the  surface,  with  its  amu 
stretclted  upwards.  Although  mj  blood  eujc- 
dled  in  the  process,  I  pulled  oflf  witli  my  baods 
the  sand  that  co%*ered  its  face,  when — who  shaU 
descrtl>e  the  load  that  wna  taken  from  my  beart» 
tkc  {greater  freedom  with  which  I  breathed, 
dw  relief  of  mind  with  which  I  wiped  the  per- 
spiration from  my  brow  as  I  reoognized-  the 
features  of  big  Civaar  the  negro,  who  had  form- 
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cd  part  of  the  tifakp's  crew?    I  recollected  hh 
hftviag^  r(in  upon  deck  -with  a  lantern  tied  to  i» 
Aro),  j/a«t  boCore  tihc  Ytrssbl  struck,  ai>d  ihm^ 
call  be  DO  <ioubt  that    be    had    been   ivb«M 
a&buru  upou  tUrs  sput^  aiul   partially  burM  l^ 
the  lasiiiug  of  the  fiarious  ^vmTeft,   kavtng  Ms 
stiireiifd  anus, as  they  had  been' clasped  In  the 
vquvuUive  agony  of  death,  or  lashed  together 
by  i\w  twisted  and  tangled  mpe.  still  strrffM 
above  the  Band.     Loathsome  as  -wait  the  caafc', 
the  fear  that  tike  sight  of  these  retnains  might 
appal  the  eyes   of   my  companions,  ^^c    me 
iitrciigUi  to  drag  the  corpse  down  to  the  'water- 
side, where  I  left  it  to  be  carried  away  bv  fht 
next  tide,  irj6u!»j 

,,i  ^* Determined  to  conceal  altogether  this  peiii- 
ful occurrence,  I  proceeded  with  renovated  spirit* 
to  the  wreck,  and  communicated  my  discoverr 
of  the  happy  valley,  which  I  described  in  suffi- 
cWotly  glowing  terms,  though  still  k^adequatr 
to  the  beautiful  reality.  My  wife,  Htcleassh^ 
was  subject  to  vivid  emotions,  was  less  affected 
by  the  intelligence  than  I  hod  anticipated,  re- 
. (reiving  it  cabily  but  gratefully,  as  a  fre^h  mao^ 
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festation  of  divine  fiivour,  and  a  proof  ihnl  her 
contkleace  iu  the  protection  of  Heaven  httd  not 
been  misplaoi^*  Agnes^  howiever^,  with  her 
annguine  and  cmhusustic  temperament,  was  ftil 
«cst«sy  and  cumwit]F«  a«kii>g  perpeMal  qne»- 
CioD€  as  to  die  oatiirc  of  the  fk-'cncry^  and  »u^« 
gesting  tbAt  we  should  instantly  set  olC  to  esr- 
plore  its  leafy  recesses.  But  as  I  wa&  already 
exhausted  by  my  eiforta  beneath  a  tneridian 
ftun,  it  was  determined  that  we  should  take 
aoine  refreshment  on  board,  and  defer  our  vixit 
until  the  cool  of  the  evening. 

'*  When  the  land  breeze  set  in,  we  accordingly 
proceeded  to  the  cliasai,  passed  the  rocky  foun- 
tain, ascended  the  sloping  passage  down  which 
the  water  waa  (parkling,  aa  if  it  rejoiced  in  the 
sound  of  its  own  rousic»  and  at  length  reached 
the  opening  which  reve^J^d  to  ua  our  new 
world,  DOW  repositig  in  a  more  mellow  and  in- 
tense voluptuousness  of  beauty,  than  when  I  had 
gazed  upon  it  in  the  morning.  Between  fwi> 
of  the  undulating  hills  on  our  right,  whow 
wooded  sidea  wen?  sobered  into  a  rich  purple 
tinge,  tlie  setting  sun  threw  a  narniw  flood  of 
o  6 
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lijiC^it  whkh  flhed  h  golden  bloom  upon  the  li 
bke,  spread  Us  efF\i!|»eQce  <>vct  a  portfon  of  h 
volley,  and  piercing  into  the  disUuice,  fiushi 
Uie  remote  mebdow^' afml  copses  anc)  fi 
gla<)rfi,  iinlil  St  wm  gmdually  ahsoi4>cd  in  ti 
misty  i»ha<lows  of  Fvening'.  Beautiful  Iii 
whom  the  heat  had  probably  retained  in  th* 
leafy  bowers  at  my  fir^t  visits  -wc^e  nor  f) 
about*  tpreading  their  gaudy  pluma|re,  whi 
contrttsted  with  the  van-coloured  fol'mjEie, 
making  a  lig^it  in  the  shady  places  by  th< 
Tivid  tints.  Among  others  we  dintingu 
the  tropic  birda  with  tberr  red  beak  and  ttS 
green  pigeons,  the  cardinal  parrot  of  one 
tire  flaine  uolour,  paroquets  of  a  dee|i  «fner 
and  iho  Bengal  birds,  whose  sweet  warbliogt 
blecnihig  with  the  notes  of  other  unseen  cbo- 
ristvrB^  and  the  gurgling,  of  the  rill  behind 
formed  a  lulling  and  delicioua  harmony.  ^ 
mediately  beneath  us  was  a  tuft  of  dee^) 
anil  brown  flowers,  over  which  weni  hovi 
butterities  and  humming-birds  of  the  exsct 
same  hue,  looking  as  if  they  hod  just  been  ham 
from  the  plant,  and  were  occaaionally  perching 
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upon  the  calyx  to  &ip  at  the  tiuUernd  brcMt- 
*  is  fit  Dot  bvuutiful,  lay  dearest  Faooy/  sa^d  I 
to  my  wif«.  ,lt>v 

•fV  *  Reuben,  luy  dear  Reuben/  ^he  ri.^»Lied»  |tt 
she  pressed  luy  liand,  and  then  laid  it  upoa  hbr 
heart ;  ''  God  is  very  good,  \  ery  gmcious  to 
u&^ — and  she  turned  her  meek  eye&  Lu  Heaven, 
and  reniuinod  far  bouie  time  in  mental  .thanks* 
giving ;  while  Agues  continued  intensely  gAKing 
upon  th&  prospect  in  a  silent  transport  cX  Ute 
souli  which  at  length  found  vent  in  a  gush  of 
tcanu  1  pointed  out  to  them  the  banyuu-trce  I 
had  destined  for  our  habitatioo,  vhich  thicy 
thought  admirably  adapted  to  our  purpoM^ 
and  thus  wo  oontiuued  gaaing  and  ling€nng, 
and  ever  discovering  new  beauties,  until,  as  the 
sun  souk  majestically  down  into  the  cxieao,  the 
la&t  blush  of  light  molted  from  the  valley,  and 
hovered  for  a  while  on  the  cocoa-nut  and  palm- 
trees  that  overtopped  tlie  distant  forest,  and  the 
purple  tints  that  succeeded  had  almost  deep- 
ened into  black,  before  we  could  prevail  upon 
ourselves  to  return. 

^  Necessity  has  been  said  to  be  tl»e  mother  of 
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VtvenUon,  but  ^e  U  either  le«a  prolific 
l^euU  than  h&s  been  represented^  or  J  am 
i^ualified  to  nvaul  &l)  self  of  her  suggesUoas, 
I  fauud  iutinite  difficulty  ia  coo&tructiKij 
rudest  habitation,  even  viiih  the  luat 
of  th^  friendly  banyan-tree.  By  repeaU^ 
provenseutSy  however,  -we  had  Asort  ofvxle&d- 
ed  tent,  in  some  places  roofed  with  plan^ 
in  others  only  covered  by  the  boughs  above 
but  forming  altogether  a  dwelling  neither  y 
commodious  in  itself^  nor  ill  adapted  to 
sunny  climate.  Most  of  the  rooms  consisted 
canvass,  with  openings  of  the  same  materia)  fi 
ing  down  like  the  entrance  of  a  tent;  butwc 
hod  others  furnished  with  wooden  doors  pe- 
served  from  the  wreck,  and  curtained  ]oo)>-i 
to  represent  windows ;  contriYonccs  upon  whi< 
in  the  new  pride  of  my  mechanical  skill, 
piqued  myself  not  a  httle.  A  creek  frop  tl 
Uttle  lake^  rumiing  up  a  few  yards  low; 
our  abode,  upon  a  rpcky  bottom,  funned  a  na- 
tural bath,  over  which  I, fixed  an  awning, 
from  whose  frequent  use  we  all  dcnved  hcall 
aad,.9mufort.    At  the  extreniily  of^u^j 
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meiit,  and  all  along:  *^s  frtmt,  'wtarf'tf^ooth  ver- 
dant «lt»p<?  leading  down  to  the  water,  vihich  I 
^trtided  to  plant,  and  coff+ert  fnto  a  gnhftfn 
with  the  asswtance  <if  Apttt,  #ho'  was  pAisJon- 
ately  fond  of  flowers.  "Hurt  'Wii'^Abrt  space 
of  time  were  we  settled  m  a  habitatfcn,  to  whitfh 
we  gave  the  name  of  the  Hertnitage,  secuwd 
against  the  weather,  amply  iuppUed  with  pro- 
Ywions,  and  looking  out  upon  a  landscape  of 
tylvan  and  romantic  beauty  which  Wight  com- 
pete the  palm,  even  with  the  enchanting  bowert 
of  Elyfriimi. 

"  There  wa«  an  abundance  of  cocoa-nut  trees, 
but  their  fruit  was  at  such  a  heiglu,  and  my 
•kill  in  climbing  so  indifferent,  that  I  could  not 
reach  them.  Even  when  I  had  recourse  f6 
the  barbarous  expedient  of  sawing  through  the 
trunk  of  one,  which  was  surcharged  with  nuts, 
ft  remained  supported  by  the  bamboos,  scoltv 
peUdrias,  parasites,  and  tTimbing  plants,  pro- 
bably meant  by  nature  to  u])hold  it  in  the  time 
<if  tlie  hurricanes,  and  I  had  my  labour  for 
nothmg.  In  our  subsequent  rambles,  however, 
we  collected  an  abundance  that  had  been  shaken 
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down  in  the  rwent  tempefet ;  while  from  trws 
ovefhttnginfi:  the  riwr  tre  gathered' a  beautiful 
fruit  resembling  mangoes :  anntMias  yielded  u$ 
their  ftwocl  milky  juice,  and  the  palm  date  wp- 
plied  U8  with  a  perfumed  and  sugary  creftm. 
From  the  round  topa  of  the  tamarinds  »« 
plucked  the  fine  green  sprmits;  bananas,  nith 
tlieir  mealy  pleasant  fruit,  mangoes  with  their 
vinous  flavour,  and  all  the  more  ordinary  pro- 
d actions  of  tropical  latitudes  combined  to  grre 
pungency  and  variety  to  our  repasts, 

**  These  occasionally  presented  a   somevhai 
anomalous  and  incongruous  mixture,  ochibit- 
ing  many  of  the  comforts  and  even  luxuries  af 
civilization,  united  with  the  rude  contriraneet 
and  «niple  fare   of  primitive   life.     We  bad 
savetl  from  the  wreck  a  small  dinner-service  of 
the  richest  porcelain,  and  a  few  articles  of  plate^ 
which,  when  our  table  was  spread  on  the  la^^n 
before   the    Hermitage,   were   set   down  tipoD 
leaves  of  the  palm  or  talipot-tree,  used  as  sub- 
stitutes for  talile-cloths,  and  intermixed  with 
the  green  gourds  aud  calibashes,  out  of  which 
we  drank  our  water.     AVe  had  the  viands  aod 
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eren  the  wines  of  £uropey  (of  wbicfa,  howerer, 
•ooly  a  modicum  wa«  produced  <m  the  Sabbath,) 
displayed  upon,  the  same  board  with  the  rarest 
tn^cal  pmiuctiona  £reah  gathered  from  the 
tree;  and  it  would  have  puxzkd  an  observer 
to  decide  which  w^re  the  most  inconsistent  with 
each  other,  the  tenants  of  a  patch-work  tent» 
with  their  plate  and  porcelain,  or  the  specimens 
of  European  art  sparkling  under  the  shade  of  a 
primeval  banyan-tree  in  an  unknown  island  of 
the  great  Southern  Ocom. 

'VOur  garden,  in  whose  cultivation  we  all 
assisted,  began  speedily  to  assume  a  most  de> 
lightfuL  and  ornamental  i4>pearance.  The 
bombex,  which  seemed  to  absorb  the  sunbeams 
and  give  them  out  again  of  a  deep  crimson  co- 
lour; the  beautiful  riband  amaryllis,  with  its 
stripes  of  white  and  rod ;  the  agathis,  with  its 
pendant  branches  of  white  flowers,  like  the 
crystal  drops  of  a  lustre;  rockets  with  their 
yellow  flowers  streaked  with  red ;  capsicums 
with  their  vermilion  pods ;  lemon-scented  ver- 
benas, beds  of  Malabar  periwinkle,  aloes,  and 
magnolias,  and  lilies  of  Sulomon,  and  all  the 
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unknown  Bplcodours  vhich  the  Plora  of.,  the 
East  bad  lavished  on  this  her  chosen  pflm<iw 
ctf  plants^  were  made  to  inteniUDgle  their, up- 
nmtiQ  odours,  groiceful  formSy  and  vah-coloun^ 
moi^ticcnce,  in  our  foremost  borders,  behind 
wliich  were  arranged  shrubs  and  trees.  _ 

"^  All  tliis  however^  aa  it  may  well  be  soppfpn^ 
waR  the  work  of  time,  pursued  always  viltv 
ala<:nty,  but  uot  suiTered  to  interfere  with  othfiT 
needful  labours.  In  one  of  our  rambles  I  bad 
remarked  on  the  summit  of  a  hiil  a  circular  pro- 
jecting  rock,  festooned  round  with  wild  riiiis, 
creepetp,  and  capillary  plants,  that  gave  it  tlM 
appearance  of  a  natural  altar,  on  gaining  wboib 
top  I  found  a  verdant  gra£»-plat|  about  an  acre 
in  extent,  level  with  the  rock,  and  canimaoding 
extenaive  viewB  over  the  sea  and  the  whole  tslaod^ 
As  it  was  at  an  ca^y  distance  from  the  Hcmiita^k 
I  resolved  to  build  a  little  rustic  temple  on  tk^ 
spot  for  the  celebration  of  our  Sabbath  worshijlfe 
and  a  round  of  stout  boughs  stuck  in  the  gnouA^ 
covered  at  tpp  with  pulm  branches  and  talipot 
leaves,  so  as  to  support  a  roof  of  turf  «aid  flow- 
ery completed  my  design.     Near  this: 
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•tructnre  I  fixed  a  stack  of  dry  boughs  at  a  fire- 
bcACon  to  be  lighted  in  ca*«?  of  cvncr^ncy  ;  as 
wed  ns  a  tignal-post  and  flag,  which,  from  )til 
coinmandiner  elevation,  could  not  fat)  to  he  ob- 
ae-rved  by  any  vefi»t:\  appn>aching  the  island  in 
that  direction ;    and  to  the  spar  and   pennant 
which  1  had  first  planted  on  the  outside  of  the 
crags,  I  nailed  a  board,  whcTcon  I  wrvite  that  an 
English  shipwrecked  family  would  be  found  by 
passing  through  the  chasm  and  proceeding  to 
the  l>anyan-tree.     We  took  it  by  turns  to  visit 
the  temple  and  remain  there  some  time  upon 
the  look-out,  for  I  kepi  alivt?  the  hopes  of  a 
deliverance  to  which  I  saw  that  Agnes  clnng 
with  all  the  n^nfidcnce  of  her  sang\iine  tempe- 
rament, and  the  disappointment  of  which  would, 
I  well  knew,  plunge  her  into  a  proportionate  des- 
pondency.    Kcsigned    to   the  dispensations  of 
Providence,  whatever  they  might  be,  my  wife, 
preserving  the  calm  patience  of  her  soul,  gave 
hen*eif  up  more  and  more  to  religious  exercises. 
Myown  expectations  of  ever  returning  to  Europe 
became  dally  weaker ;  but,  alas  f  as  my  thoughts 
reverted   to  it,    which   they   were   perpetually 


306 


SEDBEV    AP&LEY. 


duiogy  I  could  ,not  sabdu?  tJbe  aD^i«b  of  wv 
soul,  though^  fur  tiieaake  of  my  oaoipaDioos,  1 
Miflcd  and  locked  it  up  ifi  cay  own  bosom.  None 
of  u^  ever  spoke  of  ourdc«r  hoy ;  we  could  niit 
trust  ourselves  wiUi  tl^e  subject;  for  my  own  partf 
I  tri^d  to  ftvold  thinking  of  hiiu  in  tb^r  pre- 
sen<:e»  for  I  could  not  do  ao  witbout  melting  ioto 
tears.  Even  now  nay  eyes  are  full — my  papff 
is  blotted— I  must  break  off  awhile  tliat  I  maj 
recover  myself    ■  ■     ■  mi 

"  Every  day  brought  its  round  of  occupations 
which  by  preventing  our  thouglits  from  dwellisg 
too  much  upon  our  situation,  enabled  ua  topaK 
our  time  with  a  tolerable  share  of  tranquillilv- 
After  morning  prayers  my  wife  usually  betook 
herself  to  her  household  arrangementa*  and  thM 
sat  down  to  her  Bible.  Agnes  cotdd  hardly  ioA 
time  for  the  variety  of  her  enn^agcmeots,  aod 
evinced  an  intuitive  ingenuity  la.  work^  to  which 
she  had  been  utterly  unaccustomed.  FrofU  the 
leaves  of  the  talipot-tree  she  fashioned  fans  and 
parasols,  wliilc  she  wove  those  of  tho  cocoa-^m 
into  mats  for  our  table,  and  made  basket*  «f 
rush  and  wicker  fur  briuging  home  our  fruit* 
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:g»thariii^  and  klapted  handles  to  our  cala> 
baalNtei  She  had  alntedj  begun  a  link  collection 
«lf  niiellff,  of  vhibh  there  wvre  some  beautiful 
apealnens  upon  the  thore,  and  several  most  cu- 
floua  Lithophytesy  which  when  spread  out  as- 
niQied  the  form  of  van- coloured  trees.  Upon 
the-  rocks  she  had  also  found  some  large  and 
degtat  ramifications  of  white  coral,  whose  deli- 
cate structure  did  not  prevent  her  from  removing 
them  to  her  little  museum  without  injury.  Our 
garden  daimed  its  allotted  share  of  her  atten- 
tioBy  ^tue  flowers  being  under  her  entire  supcr- 
•ititendence ;  and  the  alternate  visits  to  the  signal- 
poat  beside  the  little  chapel  were  never  suffered 
to  be  neglected.  Some  of  the  numerous  birds, 
.  whose  perfect  tameness  was  an  assurance  to  us 
tibal  they  had  never  before  aeen  a  human  form, 
were  already  so  far  domesticated  as  to  have  be- 
eome  her  daily  pensioners,  though  wc  felt  too 
keenly  in  our  own  persons  the  misery  of  being 
eeparated  from  our  kind,  to  inflict  the  same  fate 
upon  any  animal  whatever,  and  least  of  all  upon 
each  as  came  in  confidence  to  share  our  hos- 
pitality.   They  combined  amicably  with  Bru- 
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v^i  fn'ditti5n!slii^^'fa\rt'1ftTft*Tie*s.  Sorartimer 
wc  mttde  exmrsion*  into  the  deep  untrodden  so- 
lihides  of  our  ialaud,  ftwakening  human  et^oe* 
where  they  had  nerer  before  been  heard ;  p^ 
netrating  primeva]  forests  that  aeetncd  to  htvt 
been  lulled  to  deep  by  the  ceaseless  munnor 
the  brooVs  that  vound  beneath  matted 
of  flovrcrirg  underwood  ;  roazning  across 
and  open  lawns;  or  resting  ourselves  in 
sjWan  nook  whoae  intense  silence  Pan  wouM 
have  hesitated  to  disturb,  even  with  the  dukvt 
breathhigs  of  his  pipe.  At  other  times,  on  i 
little  raft  which  I  had  constructed,  wr  tnade 
excursions  upon  the  lake,  exploring  its  eiD- 
bowcred  creeks  and  shady  shores,  occasionaUy 
pausing  to  admire  the  large  heart-shaped  learv 
<jf  a  beautiful  water-lily,  in  whose  centre  rir 
collected  dew  glittered  and  roUed  back  ward  ssd 
forward  like  globules  of  quicksilver,  as  (hi 
water  undulated  with  the  motion  of  our  raft, 

"  Our  favourite  evening  occupation  'waslbr 
&tudy  of  astronomy ;  and  invariably  as  the  v^ 
approached,  we  used  all  of  us  to  sally- out  » 
meet  the  stars,  which  C4ime  sparkling  forth 
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the  chambers  of  die  «ky,  viUxAn  intense  bril- 
liancy unknown  in  the  deader  atiuu«phere  of 
England.  In  spite  of  the  affecting  sublimity 
o£  thi»  glorious  canopy,  well  wortliy  of  the 
beautiful  i&tand  over  wluch  it  hung,  it  served 
mournfully  to  remind  us  that  we  wure  far,  far 
fkom  the  land  of  uur  birth,  and  the  dear  frienda 
it  contained  ;  that  wc  were  in  another  henii- 
fl|>ltere,  lookihg  upon  new  constcliatians,  and  an 
unknown  tirmamcnt.  Still,  however,  we  atood 
rapt  in  admiration,  as  we  contemplated  t)ie 
fttcUation  of  tl^  Ship,  the  Great  Cross  of 
e  South,  and  the  two  white  clouds,  formed 
ly  a  multitude  of  little  stars  which  bear  the 
e  of  the  MagL'Hauic  constellation.  Nor  were 
less  struck  by  the  great  number  of  falling 
s,  which,  starting  from  the  itUcnse  blue 
s,  and  pasbiog  through  the  lucid  ur^ 
ibled  at  timc«  a  ftartial  shower  of  £r& 
ter  enjo3ring  thiii  spectacle,  we  returned  in 
6t  frame  of  miiHl  for  tlie  peirforuiance  of 
yers.  .  ^i      i 

t  ^*  On   the  Sabbath  wc  usually  passed  a  good 
on  of  the  day  at   the  chapel  on  the  hilli 
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wIlMP^wy  wife  rdgd '  lit*  cnomiTlg  and  eirmng 
•nrvide.  Onc^  ^tcllcmm  aft^rni^cm,  wftMi-ire  «vn 
lhu«  asuinbl«<d,  1  to*lt  dceRsioh,'^^dfd^ito 
difsi|Kite  A  mdaocholy  whl<)h  hiid'  beguft'% 
steali  over  the  miud  otf  A|;n«»,  to  erptttiatfr  open 
the  reLtiive  hap|>ine«fi  of  our  k)i,  comp«rio^it 
to  that  of  our  fifbt  parents  in  the  garden  of 
Xklen,  and  contrasting  our-  palm  aixl  placid 
live*  witii  the  strog^Ws  and  hearf-btiming«  'if 
the  great  worUr  tba  gnawing  of  arMke  ot 
autbition,  the  hollowneas  of  friends,  th«  ootu 
cealcd  cnv}'  and  iiiirharitabl«nes9  of  aomef-tbe 
open  mali^ity  of  others,  and  the  fonnentabdB 
of  the  hateful  passions  engendered  ift'  tlwf 
crowded  arena,  which  is  termed  society.  '  Fnf 
my  own  jiart/  I  continued,  *  my  heart  h» 
never  felt  so  tronciuil  and  serene  <ad'ainc<'T 
have  entered  into  closer  communion  with  Ma- 
ture, abandoning  the  pursuit  of  lucre,  and  er«n 
Jiopc  of  advancement.  lam  like  th<^  ivv  whkh. 
while  it  is  citmbing,  bears  neither  berries  vt 
blossom*,  having  apparently  no  object -but '^ 
tiirow  out  fresh  footstalksy  and  gain  a  ^ 
higher  elevation ;  but  no  sooner  is  it  deprintf 
of  its   customary  support   than  it  expands  td 
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Imuurktetin  the  lur,  btfariog  thick  fruit,  and 
xapoaiDg  upon  it*  own  lettWd  fertility.^  Fanny 
«xpra«ed  tier. perfect  and  grateful  resignation  ; 
i^hileAgnesi  uttcringa  deep  sigb,  exclaimed,  that 
^  bad  indeed  been  vety  fortunate,  and  walked 
mwky  txom.  U8»  for  her  eyes  were  beginfung  to 
fill  vith  tears. 

la  a  few  miuutea   afterwards   I  heard  her 
clap  her  hands,  and  utter  a  cry  of  surprise,  when 
•he  came  rushing  towards  us,  her  eyes  spark- 
ling, and  her  whole  face  illuminated  with  a  flush 
of  joy»  as  she  shouted  out  *  A  sail !  a  sail !  a 
aaiLi'  and  kept  pointing  towards  the  sea.    As 
W9.  turned  our  eyes  eagerly  in  that  direction, 
both  Fanny    and   myself   exclaimed    at    the 
same  momcntp  '  It  is  indeed  a  sail  V — And  the 
bitter  grasping  my  arm,  ejaculated — ^' Thank 
God  I     Reuben,   I    shall   again    embrace   my 
diild  before    I  die.^      Away    in    a    moment 
'     flew  all  our    recent    thoughts  of   resignation 
nod  contentment  with  our  lot.     Agnes  with- 
''    drawing  the  mimature   from   her  bostmi,  waft 
^    pvesang  it  in  silent  rapture  to  her  heart ;  my 
f    nriifi  was  upon  her  knees  returning  thanks ;  and 
I'  aa  for  myself,  wildly  crying  out,  *  My  boy  I 
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iny  boy  !  my  ilarUng  boy  T    I  nm  ai  foil  speed 
down  the  hill  to  get  a  light»  ihat   I  migkt  ml 
fire  to  die  beaooo,  so  as  to  arrcft  tho  itftfQM 
of  the  vessel.     Retuminj^  with  brcmthleat  hm^t 
I  again  looked  anxiously  towards  the  «ail,  abfli 
my  spirits  sank,  aad  my  nnnd  mis^ve  me,  fcr 
T  ohserved   that  it   had   expanded,  and  allend 
its  appearance.    Still  our  eyes  remasoed  nTttrd 
to  the  object  in   silent    suspense,  when  hi  it 
gradually  enlarged^    and  finally,  risn^  abort 
the  waters,  proved    to  be  nothing  but  a  wkiK 
cloud  I    We  looked  at  one    another,    but  aST 
attempt     at    consolation  would    have    bcca  a 
mockery ;  our  hearts  were   too   full  for  utter- 
ance ;  Fanny,  my  pious  and  excellent  wifc,ifpio 
sate  down  to  her  Bible;  and  Agnes  and  myR^'f 
walked  slowly  away  in  different  directioQ»«  that 
we  might  give  vent  in   solitude  to  Lite  bittcsooK 
of  our  disappointments. 

"  Shortly  after  this  painful  occurrence,  wbicb 
proved  to  me  that,  whatever  might  be  our  oc- 
caaional  professions  to  the  contrary,  we  wrrr 
all  secretly  yearning  with  our  whole  soul  bf 
a  return    to  England,  I    began     to   observe  i 
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flttriced  change  in  the  appearance  of  my  wife. 
Trona  the  sulTering  and  exposure  consequent 
our  shipwreck,  her  constitution  had  re- 
ft sererp  shock,  which  she  in  yoin  endea- 
'  soared  to  conceal  ;  and  I  had  no  medicaments 
tat  her  reiief»  nor  the  skill  to  administer  them 
if  I  had.    Her  strength  declined;  she  was  no 
longer  ahle  to  join  even  in  the  shortest  of  our 
ezcnnionB;  her  countenance  betrayed  the  ra- 
vages of  inward  disease,  and  though  she  never 
littered  a  word  of  complaint,  and  endeavoured 
to  tranquillize  my  apprehensions,  I  looked  for-* 
ward  with  deep  anxiety  to  the  effect  of  the  in- 
Cenae  periodical  heats,  now  about    to   set   in, 
flifieeially  as  Agnes  and  myself  alieady  began 
Co  miler  from  their  fierceness. 

**  The  sun  was  in  its  zenith ;  the  grass  was 
burnt  up;  the  pnrched  earth  cracked  and  open- 
ed in  various  places;  the  drooping  trees  lost 
their  green  tints ;  the  flowers  sunk  exhausted  to 
the  ground ;  the  hum  of  insects  seeking  to  ap- 
pease their  thirst  was  heard  in  all  directions ; 
red  and  angry  exhalations,  that  gave  the  whole 
island  the  appearance  of  a  conflagration,  rose  up 
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frtmt  the  aoil  as  the  sun  ^mM  Reftisgv  and  inateid 
tif  the  am  bhtot*g  tb  which  we  '  had  been  acriu- 
tomed,  a  hot  imwKoleBoiDe  vaponr^  ttva^ad 
Ar—gh  (he  fismre  bptweon  the  great  rack^ 
from  "which  we  wrre  nut  less  eager  to  e90i|r 
than  from  the  burning  rays  of  tho  Riin-  The 
mind  of  my  poor  wif{?,  sustained  by  on  itNle- 
BtrUctiblo  principle  of  piouB  confidetioe»  ban 
op  with  an  unalterable  cunstani-y,  afBovdini^  on 
affifctin^  and  even  a  sublime  cxAuiple  of  pa- 
tience and  resignation ;  but  her  body  nnk 
rapidly  under  the  combined  effect  of  internil 
decay  and  an  oppressive  season.  Thus  did  she 
for  some  time  linger  on^  l)econung  more  aad 
more  reduced,  though  no  murmur,  no  syttafafc 
Af  repining,  no  look  of  impatience,  ever  cficopcd 
from  her,  until  at  length  finding  her  strengtli 
leapidly  departing,  she  called  us  to  her  side,  and 
taking  eacli  of  us  by  the  hand,  which  bbe  geotly 
ptetsed)  osclainied  in  a  Unv  but  calm  veioe, 
i^My  dear  Jleuben!  my  beloved  A^pealr/J  aai 
going  to  If  aw  you— I  fed  that  I  am  about  tn 
diei^  I  lore'  you  both  deorlyv  fl^  if:  ^^r  1 
have  offended  you  I  implore  you  to  forgive  «»' 
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^The  bare  idea  tbat  thiA  n^ekfaiU  Humlskst^  and 
lUfffit  amiable  of  wnmra,  vrho  would  not  liave 
injured  a  worm,  could  drcaa  ia  her  lait  nm- 
nK»t»  of  needing  oiir  forgiveneK,  ovcrcsnw  m 
with  such  a  gush  of  tendFrness,  that  nur  tmn 
it%  fut  upon  her  hands.  *  If  joa  \mfe  me 
■be  continued,  *  1  beaeech  you  to  bo  calm :  knk 
at  me  ;  I  am  not  agitattid,  not  unhappy.  God 
blew  you,  niy  husband  I  God  bless  yoUf  my 
daughter  i  Bear  my  last  blessing  to  my  poor 
faoy»  to  my  dear  Reuben,  if  you  ever  see  him 
lagaukf  -M  -mIi  t^timi  ftbti|iiii 

•iii**'  She  paused  to  gather  Rtrongth,  and  thrni 
'tttming  to  inr,  added,  *  I  shniild  wish  to  be 
buried  in  the  little  chapel  where  I  have  most 
tasted  (he  consolations  of  tliat  religion  by  which 
i  have  been  all  along  sustaniod  n!'^<  ■  ■'  .unl 
ifi\M  Her  mild  eyes  were  fixed  upwaids^  as  if 
cxinteiiiplating  the  heaven  to  which  she  was  about 
to  wing  her  flight;  her  hps  continued  to  more 
for  some  time  longer  in  inaudible  prayer,  and 
in  this  attitude  did  the  dear  saint,  calmly  and 
without  &ulF«hng>  finally  yield  up  ber  gende 
ipirik'(}iio)  ot  uo>  ortolqinl  I  ipor^  bi^baiilo  ovflil 
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the  spot  pointed  out  by  hent:!!*;  with  my^on 
hatid^  did  I  throw  down  the  earth   apon  thr 
corpse  Off  her  who  for  so  mai^*  jckbs  had  fonn* 
ed  the  chief  bolace  of  my  life,  ni^bosc  eye  had 
never  met   mine  but  with   the  fond  beam  at 
aiTdctian,  whose  accents  had  never  falieo  upcn 
iniue  oar  but  to  soothe  and  comfort  me.     It  was 
evening  ivhcn  I  committed  her  to  the  dust,  mad 
the  rejoicing  splendours  and  gloty  6f  the  iif^ 
nianient  formed  a  sad  contract  to   the  gioon 
that  reigned  within  my  bosom ;  mtf  sun  Kernel 
to  be  setting  in  dark  despair^  While  that  cf  ^ 
Ay  waa  sinking  ghtdly  down  andd  unparallrled 
inagttl^cence.     Methought  ft   lin^^ered  that  it 
might  throw  a  parting  ray  into  tiie  open  gnve 
before  it  was  Closed  for  «v«rt    and   the  palf 
moon  came  forth  to  peer  down  upon  the  burid- 
place;  and  the  constellations  hung- giimnaoing 
over  it ;  and  ere  I  loft  the  fipot  a  fiunt  and  di»^ 
taiil  hallelujah  seemed  to  Moat  upon<iain«-cir» 
as  if  the  heavenly  choir  \vere   opWdhradogthe 
arrival  of  the  disembodied  spirit  in  theUiaAil 
mansions  of  the  sky. 
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*>  **Mjdini  ^^ody  at  tbiadisniptioKLvonid  pro- 
iNibly  luure  been  more  iu:ute,  but  that  I  wu 
fltenpdled  to  wrestle  vith  aad  conceal  it,  that  I 
w^t  mat  uggmvBke  the  distrcst  o£  Agac^  who, 
iridi  the  wual  vchmrtenee  of  her.  f eelingt,  abao- 
'Aoatd  heraeli  in  th#  first  iiMtaiice  to  a  paasio- 
■Bde  horat  of  grief.')  When  tiua  giuh  of  offec- 
tMD  had  ia  tome -degree  aubeided,  I  observed 
that  abc  gihre  heraelf  up  to  the  hope  of  deliver 
nmor  from  a  captivity  which  had  become  dou- 
falyhateAil  to  t^r,  with  a  yearning  of  the  whole 
aouly  «n  uQcelaxiog  anxiety  of  hope,  that 
anounted  to  a  perfect  ievet  of  impatience. 

*^The  intense  heats  were  now  about  to  be  tem- 
potd.  The  low  moaning  noise  of  the  West  winds 
nasiiig  up  the  sea  gradually  increased  to  a  roar; 
thft  coasture  exhaled  from  the  surrounding  ocean 
sf'taJ  over  the  island  like  a  dark  canopy,  the 
thunder  burst  from  its  dense  prison,  and  the 
lain  dcacended  upon  the  parched  earth  in  tor- 
rents, wiiich  for  some  days  wen;  only  relaxed  by 
oooasioDal  gleams  of  sunshine  Hghtiag  up  the 
uMiat  briiliant  rainbows  upon  the  sides  of  the 
hills.     Sheltered  in  the  Heraiitage  during  this 
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tctnpekhiouB  season;  I  statbrtHIy  w{Sh«d  i^lnK^- 
fhtt  M»*  dithual  visiu  to  t^  obserraiorv,  as 
we  9ornetitnies  c^ed  it,'neur  thie  liitle  dhsp^V 
but  Agties  Wduldtiot  listen  to  the  tennlsfidn  of  i 
single  day,  hardly  of  an  hour.     In  vain '  did  F 
ithplorc  her,  since  she  had   set  her  heart  \ipdri 
the    continuance    of   this    duty,   to  allow  mi 
to  perform  it,  offering  to   vfsit   the  liill  ihrw 
times  )vday,  if  she  would  only  refVain  from  bra- 
ving the  elements  herself.     WTiencver  it  was 
her  turn  to  go  she  produced  her   t^!pat*umL 
brella,  and  set  off  without  even  Hstemng  to  my 
entreaties.     Delicate,  timid,  obedient  as  she  had 
ever  been,  her  mind   seemed  now  to  be  under- 
going a  cliange.     Whatever  she  resolved  Upon 
Ae  persevered  in  with  a  calm  resolute  earnest- 
ness that  might  almost  be  called  obstinacy ;  aim) 
opposition  did  but  irritate  her  fervid  tod  seoai- 
tive  nature.     Poor  child  I  it  was  but  the  oilt- 
breaking  of  her  misery ;  hernatural  tentipcr  waj 
Wiability  itself.  '"'  "'""   '''''   * 

""Anxious,  however,  to  prevent  thftt  diilj  ex- 
posure to  the  rains  under  ivliTdi  t  was  siite  bet 
constitution  niust  suffer,  as  Well  a«  f3  t^mi^ittfc 
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H     that  quivering  suspense  tnd  mcknc9s  of  pro* 

V      Icnigtid  bopc  which  I  considered  equally  iDJurious 
to  her  mind,  I  determioed  to  wean  her  from  lier 

I  ptttft  by  expressing  my  opiuion  of  their  inut^ 

Uty^  and  endeavouring  to  reconcile  her  to  the 
idea  of  our  remaining  for  ever  vp^^  the  ialaoi^* 
This  was  perhaps  a  hasardous  experiment,  but 
feeling  it  to  be  a  nec'ei^>«ary  one,  I  proceeded  to 
e%et\^fi  it  with  all  po^iblo  caution.  After  se- 
veral preliminary  hints,  intended  a$  preparatives, 

I  Igjexpatiated  at  some  length  upon  the  happiness 

of  our  lot,  and  ended  with  stating  my  perfect 
p^Qviction  that  it  was  utterly  hopeless  to  look  for 
any  deliverance.  She  had  listened  to  me  in  si- 
jiencc,  but  when  I  arrived  at  this  conclusion  I 
heard  a  dee])  groan,  and  she  sunk  down  at  my 
feet  in  an  hyBterical  fit. 

"  At  first  I  bitterly  regretted  the  imprudence 
of  my  proceeding,  but  when  bhc^ame  to  herself, 
And  instead  of  giving  way  to  that  ebullient  grief 
which  I  had  .intici|)ated,  exhibited  a  calm  nnd 
spttled  resignation,  I  congratulateil  tnybelf  on 
Jl}ie  success  of  my,  painful  corrective.  To  the 
observatory  indeed  she  na  longer  repeated  her 
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|t«t  )>ut  «lie  flftl  fti  hmDe>  doing  Adthkig  ttil 
J^^fding'TtothiDg,  with  bcr  hand»  oksped,  md 
•her  f^va  fixMi  upopiftb^^roomi  si  aduy  maphig 
;jn£]Aocholy  (hftt  filled  me  an^w  with  sjmJ  a|ijfr 
hcDsiuus,  iJer  gaideu.  Iter  shells,  btf  1M» 
Jitaaufactory  of  mats  and  umbreilas,  mil  ti«r  ra&- 
tonuvy  occupAtioos  and  amtiseiDents  wei^  oe^. 
rlccted,  that  &he  imght  abandon  hcrielf  to  » 
listless  d«&poiideiioy;  and  when  I  braugfat  her 
home  soine  minerals  I  had  found,  to  h^  lidd^ 
•10  her  little  museum,  ^e  put  them  aside  vitli 
her  Jiand,  aod  would  not  even  look  upoa  lhein«.| 
uxdaiiuiagy  ^  I  buve  tio  pleosare  In  thinv  things  | 
iKiw  ;  I  wdb  collectiag  them  for  Henrf ,  and  jxA 
tell,  in9  I  shall  never  see  him  again.^  'Afl  ihk^ 
taid  this  she  aj^oin  fixed  her  «y««  upon  ibl' 
earth,  apparently  unconscious  of  the  teart  ihiS 
were  slowly  dropping  from  them,  or  of  the  an- 
>;u]ah  that  the  tight  avakt'oed  in  the  heart  df 
her  father.  The  bird»,  too^  her  mauy^roloured 
favourites/came  around  her  cooing' «nd  pptog 
and  displaying  theb  brilliaiit  plumage  hi  Vdn; 
no  nutfl'-OT'drada  were  thrown  £o  them,  and  she 
still  sate  tmmoved  by  their  soticitatioRs,  iooes- 
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sandy  pluckiofc '  the  fbrefinff«r  of  her  ^Htftntf 
with  a  fiort  di  nervous  irritation.  Even  Bru- 
nette remained  uncareMfrds  all  her  golnboU 
iaikd  to  excite  attention;  her  -nlistreffs  totncd 
not  aside  her  eyoa,  but  «ontinned  rQf>t  ih  a 
vacant  abstfMkioiivtt   i>  < 

.rj^/^Tbcfinrwoathor  hlul  now  retamrd ;  therr- 
jmeoiMdiiland  burst  Forth,  Hkc  the  sun  froni 
■c-Twrteyidoud,  #ith  a  bri^ter  radmnce;  tt« 
imcuriant  vegetation  satiated  the  eye  with  ^ivr- 
geous  hues.  The  stortnn  had  called  forth  afl 
ita  latent  lovehneii«,  as  a  momentary  a|ritation 
lieightena  the  bloom  and  tlie  eharms  of  a  beati- 
tiful  mmden.  Agnes,  alasf  had  not  partici* 
pated  in  the  general  embelliiihmenc ;  her  cheek 
VBS  wan,  nod  lier  eyes  hoBvy,  bat  she  aroused 
heneif  at  length  from  her  stupor,  and  rambled 
forth  once  more  throujErh  the  tccnnuj^  meadowa 
iata  the  copees  and  glades  that  skirted  the  ft>- 
leatf  accompanied  by  A  green  parrot,  which  )wd 
become  >o  tame,  and  so  attaclied  to  his  niiatre&:f, 
that  he  would  scarcely  ever  quit  her  Hnger.  If 
L  went  with,  her  sbe  was  luiiformly  itilent  and 
sad  V  if  I  watched  her  footftteps>  oven  at  a  dift- 
r5 
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uiSeel  It  appeared  t6  diistrefc*  Fi^,  kzu!  I  tTtere- 
fore' fiuflei^d  heir  to  'roam  amid  tire  wild  fiurt^ 
nes^s  aiid  sylvan  glctis  of  the  iniland  jmt  ash^ 
vagrant  fancy  mi^t  'condt^ct  herl  "  'Sbt  w^ 
irregular  in  tier '  retiittis,  sdmetime*  Dot  appeat- 
Sog  till  long  after  the  customary  liour  of  bur 
meats,  on  which  occasions  I  could  generally  dis- 
cover  from  the  fragrance  retained  by  her  clothet 
itoat  she  had  penetrated  far  into  the  apicy  woods, 
^ut  she  was  certainty  less  abstracted,  Iea«  in- 
tensely absfjrbed  by  inward  grief,  and  I  emxyts 
raged  the  lonely  wanderings  tliat  had  vrougtrt 
this  beneficial  change.  Returning  one  afbtf- 
noon  after  a  longer  absence  than  usual,  I  ob< 
served  upon  her  features  a  latent  coraplaoency 
which,  as  she  seemed  consulting  her  own 
thoughts,  amounted  at  times  to  a  famt  «mfie: 
she  deposited  her  parrot  upon  a  pt-rch  in  an 
inner  apartment  where  he  was  usually  left  to 
roost,  and  sitting  herself  down  by  my  side, 
began  to  talk  with  an  unwonted  animation  that 
filled  me  with  dcHghtfiil  thonghts  of  returning 
health  and  cheerfulness.  In  the  midat  of  our 
conversation  I  was  inexpressibly   startled    by 
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%  Qtrojoge ,  VQif e  c^ing  out  "  Henry  ! 
Henry  i'^,  J|.stsrU^  ,l|p  in  utter  amazement^ 
wbild  AffiQ$^  her  eyea  fia«bing  witb  delight^ 
and  suffusitl  from  brow  to  bosovn  wjt|i  a  blush 
of  critusooy  ciii£|icd  her  hand.%  aa>  abc  exclaimed, 
{*,The  parrot!  Uie  parrut !  il  is  my  darling 
parrutr  Then  running  to  uie,  and  hiding  her 
facv  in  bcr  hands,  slic  continued,  "Oh^my  dear 
father!  if  you  did  but  know  what  joy,  what 
eofltasy  it  is  in  the  deep  solitude  of  the  woods,  to 
hear  a  voice,  even  the  voic^  of  a  bird,  you  would 
not  wonder  that  I  lore  to  listen  to  my  darhng 
parrot,  although  I  am  well  aware  that  1  shall 
never — never — ^  Her  bosom  heaved  convulsive- 
ly, she  strove  in  vain  to  suppress  her  emoliunsy 
and  reclining  her  head  upon  my  shoulder,  re- 
tuaiued  for  some  time  weeping  like  a  child. 

"  Poor  Agncif !  by  teacliing  her  lover 'a  name 
to  the  LdrJ,  she  had  l)een  feeding  the  passSon 
wluch  I  had  vainly  ininginefl  she  had  been  sub- 
d.ciing.  HerV  waa  Indrcd  a  temperament,  as 
£  had  daily  more  rensoa  to  know,  that  did 
not  easily  abaudun  what  hod  once  lieconte  its 
'predominant  feehng.     Sensitive  as  the  mimosa^ 
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her  vcrj  fervour  and  mAnSAsm  occaamaft^tfae 
ioprfSflioDB  thus  easily  xeoeiveil,  to  xvai  tbcm* 
8«lveftiu  hfit  mind  wUli  »»  oiuch  tettacity  aAifar 
oak  clings  to  the  eatxh.  Ucr  whole  btiaft  vm 
given  up  to  Uuit  love  for  wbicli  it  wab  ao  eiM 
pressly  funned.  It  wju  a  puts?  anil  holy  feeU 
Ukg;,  «ud|  like  the  soul  from  which  it  t^m^iaii 
was  'uidcstructibltt  ami  ioiniortal.  )d 

r«^I  .was  M)rrj  to  «t:ti  tliia   abuidoament  !■' 
her  pa$&iooy  for  though  these   polliaiiTei  augk 
soothe  her  fur  the  mutuent,  I  knew  Xhey  wen 
like    cert»a    treMheroas    opiates    whicb  uhi- 
luatelj  unhiogc  the  mind  while  aflbrdiag  it  « 
present  relief.    Jt  W2i&  not  lung,  |d^  t  ere  t\j 
forcbcxiiiigs  were  painfully  realised.     This  !•« 
vcrish  irritatioRi  this  coostaat  atote  of  excali^ 
men t,  was  more  tlian  slic  could  support ;  fai 
her  mind  be;;an  occasionally  to  give  way  uaikr 
the  tensio^  to  which  it  was  stcaiaed,  though  ul 
times  it  was  as  collected^  pi-uelrating,  and  acutt 
as  ever. , ;  She,  was  never  inopiog  and  letllaigit 
as  before,  but  iiei;  manner  was  wild  aad  ixMib^ 
hcrcnt,  her  answers  wera  often  irrelevant*  M^ 
talked  to  hcrs^  alij^d,   md   now    and  ibc»' 
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broke  into  tJiat  dutrtttsirtg  hysterical  hiu^ 
wbiob  betray*  an  indpieniC  waikUHii^  of  the 
lOMOD.  Ab  if  ic  did  not  pUiit  dogj^^ere  mough 
in  ^le  hettrt  of  a  dotitig  ftither  to  be  condemned 
to  witneM  this  breaking  up  of  ao  enqui&ite  on 
intellect,  I  was  dooiued  at  the  same  lime  to 
watch  tbo  slow  but  »iir\^  devclopemeiit  of  that 
fatal  difteasc  which  had  already  begun  to  Mp 
her  constitution,  and  Uireatencd  to  deprive  me, 
«t  no  distant  day,  of  my  dearest,  xny  last,  ihy 
only  solace  A  hectic  flush,  the  bannct  6t 
consumption,  began  to  collect  and  fix  itsetf 
upon  her  check,  a  flaring  brilliancy  sparkled 
in  her  eyes,  her  fonn  gradually  wasted  away, 
while  her  face,  lighted  up  by  an  insidloui' 
bloom,  exhibited  an  angelic  delicacy  of  loveli- 
ness. It  was  more  transparent  than  ever,  the 
fairness  of  bcr  temples  being  heightened  by 
the  distinctness  with  which  every  articulation 
of  the  blue  veins  could  be  traced  and  followed. 
O  God  !  how  fearful,  how  unearthly,  how  ap- 
palling was  her  beauty!  How  terrible  to  sec 
that  love^dck,  Iieart-brokcn  girl,  delicate  ai'A^ 
Sylph,  fair  and   fragile  as    a  flower,  sinUng 
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under  iIhi  combiited:  ^tucks  ef  .an  uarckaiiog 
Bulsdy  Aiul  ineatal,  mfirodtyj!  ,|y[ow  (AiiribW 
even  to  a  stranger-r^ia^i  tb^aHhtendingi-bow 
Bf^onizin^  to  &  parent  I !  mln'J '  * 

'^  Som^tuiio  I  luivo  follow^  bar  at  a  ^Aaooe, 
almost  afraid  to  trust  bor  akxie  in  lUese  uuttdl 
of  wavering  sanity,  and  as  I  watchcsi  htx  £u^ 
Usitically  garlancied  with  lowers,  and' vMrHKcg 
auatclioa  of  wild  aoogs,  while  ber  eilieiml  ^brm 
glanced  forth  froin  the  shade  of  iiiajestio  tn&t 
and  was  ngain  lost  in  tlieir  umbrageous  dopdbX) 
I  could  hardly  help  imagining  that  I  lAs  gat- 
ing upon  some  lovely  young  Haniadryad  of  the 
woods,  or  rather  upon  some  oelesdai  spirit 
which  had  descended  to  haunt  those  i^w 
wildl.  •  U{X)n  one  of  these  occacions  she  turned 
suddenly  round,  and  had  no  sooner  perveived 
me  tlian  die  ran  towards  me  in  the  utaoil 
terror  and  agitation,  exclaiuiing,  as  she 
for  breathi  ^  I  have  heard  him  !  I  have 
himi  I  have  heard  him  .'**<-*'  Whom  have'jou 
heard,  my  dter  child  F  £  eagerly  inquired.— 
S  O  gracious  heaven  V  ehe '  xepHed^  ■  -^ it!  «n 
Henry— it  was  his  own  voice— ^I    heard  bin 
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aPdyouT*  Vlv  is  K«ro— he 'tsin  the  itJand.^— 
Lrtiui  go  and  look  fur  hitn;*»'^«wt*«  M  ul  nrrt 

"  *  Calm  yourself,  my  poor  chile),*  1  replied ; 
^  yod  hdv0  bedi  demv«tl.  I  was  near  you,  and 
I  heard  nothing — mw  nothing.  You  h^ve  be^n 
mistaken.' 

•  *^^  Did  I  ever  utWr  a  falsehood  in  my  whole 
MfeT  ihe  Asked,  with  a  look  of  impatient  re- 
pronch.  *  I  fewcar  I  heard  hhn ;  i  solemnly 
awear  it  was  no  other  voice  than  Henry's.'  '^am 
^/H*  Are  you  sure  it  was  not  your  parrot?'  J  I 

'*'  *How  eanyou  trifle  thus  with  my  feelingfif 
the  parrot  speak«  but  one  single  nord.  So, 
no,  no!  it  was  Henry's  voice:  he  is  stmiewherc 
in  lb*  wooda.  Come,  come,  come!  let  us  fly  to 
■eek  him/  So  taying,  ahe  ran  back  with  more 
apeed  than  I  thought  her  atrength  would  have 
allowed,  and  was  presently  lost  in  the  forest, 
where  I  heard  her  a  long  time  calling  *  Hcnrjrd' 
until  she  ramUed  out  of  hearing.  '        ti'l 

^ItwBslatc  that  night  before  the  returned  to 
Hermitage,  utterly  exhausted  with  her  im* 
LVjuling  search,  but  stiU  adhering  with  ioflex- 
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iblti  tenacity  to  the  belief  tbal  ^e  had  ocUuUj 
heard  Uie  voice  of,  ber  loveif  Next  .raoniin^ 
ber  search  was  resumed  with,  unabaled  kcun* 
nen ;  and  thus  sevcnJ  dnvs  were  wasted,  viiich 
by  ihcir  ovcr-oxertion  and  excitcineDt  viabljj 
accelerated  the  progress  of  her  malady,  and 
confirmed  the  wanderings  of  her  mind. 

^*  At  length,  as  I  was  going  out  one  evemng  to 
meet  her, — for  I  generally  attempted  to  escort 
her  home, — a  piercing  scream  suddenly  stnidt 
my  ear ;  and  running  up  to  tlie  spot  whence  it 
proceeded,  I  beheld  ray  uidmppy  child  Ijbft 
upon  tbo  ground  in  a  !«tatc  of  insenaibility. 

"  Upon  her  recovery,  she  looked  wildly  in  my 
£ace,  as  if  she  did  not  at  first  recognixe  me; 
auid  then  putting  her  mouth  close  to  my  ear, 
exclaimed,  in  an  agitated  whi^>er,  '^I  have 
found  him  at  length  ;  I  have  seen  Heary  !  Ht 
spoke  to  me  ogziin ;  he  said  he  would  moel  mv 
to-morrow  at  sunrise  by  the  great  mimosa-tree. 
I  am  so  happy !  and  yet,  in  the  first  surprise, 
1  could  uot  help  screaming ;  and  I  believe  J 
fainted  away.' 

*'  Knowing,  by  experience,  that  it  was  vaiii^ 


,•1*1-    luJ-  V**^  "•  *'''  'U  iO''*(»H'**  ^^^'' 
her  wnne  labounng  ander  the  nu 

flo'encc  of  these  delusions,  I  auppc»rtcd  her  in 
fnlence  to  the  Hermitage ;  and  found,  upon 
awaldng  next  morning,  that  she  had  alrejidj 
cHsttppeared,  having  nsea  long  before  t)ie  sun 
to  keep  her  imaginary  appomtnient.  Deter- 
mined not  to'  interrupt  or  dispel  these  fond 
conceits,  which  were  cheering,  although  inth  « 
delusive  hght,  the  dosing  st.ene«  of  her  exist- 
ence, r  patiently  awaited  her  rutum,  wliich  was 
earlier  than  I  expectetl. 

^  She  approachetl  with  a  light  step  and  exhi- 
larated countenance :  but  no  sooner  did  she  get 
sight  of  me,  than  her  eyes  were  cast  down  upon 
the  ground,  and  burning  blushes  succeeded  one 
another  upon  lier  check  as  she  folteringly  ex- 
claimed, '  I  have  seen  him  again  !  We  arc 
married :  lie  is  my  husband  !'  and  she  held  up 
her  iingcr,  which  she  had  passed  thruugli  a 
Bttle  round  vermicular  shell,  as  if  it  were  a 
wedding-ring,  and  a  confirmation  of  her  arer* 
mcnt. 

*'  Poor  girl !  it  was  a  consolation  to  mc  to  see 
her  happy^  even  at  the  cxpet\so  of  this  partial 
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iberMioD  -of  h«^.  rlarioh!;^  ahdr  as  sUe  seetaed 
aabftin^  to  give  vcnt^  in  icnj  presence,  ta>  hff 
moecustomod  cbcDt^uldiBH^  I  xotired  to  aaather 
apartment.  ifiB 

ytf!  This  happipr  cheer  of  mind  did  noclong 
continue,  and  yet  thd  t  dittipatiott^^  os  taikm 
the  change  nf  her  delusion  iiar  <ni&tiii£is 
gloomier  nature,  did  not  affeot'hem  mhhtwif 
conospondent  depression*  .  f.^*  -i  i.-  i  ^  il  V 
*-»i#fI  have  a  great  secret  to  tell  yt>Uv  abc 
vfaispnvd,)  as  she  approached  me  cof dy  and 
on  tiptoe;  '  Henry  is  dead^-*he  told  me  so  hi» 
self;  and  he  is  huried  heDeath  the  grttX  mi- 
mofta,  and  we  fthall  shordy  meet  in  Heaven  mA 
be  happy  for  ever.' 

**  This  notion  sustained  her  to  the  iast,  aui 
reconciled  her  to  her  own  deaths  of  -mhm 
af)proach  she  now  seadtd^to  be  aensibie  and 
even  desirous.  -  Every  day^  while  her  strength 
permitted,  she  went  to  the  toiDiosa-trea,  tad 
ipent  the  \ihole  morning  beneath-  its  widt 
spreading  boughs,  talking  to  her  miniature  or 
her  parrot.  '  I  have  planted  some  sweet  faaail 
upon   the  spot,',  she  told  me,  ^-'bcamue:  tfatfl 


Vastbe  shrub  \v^th  wlrich  lobelia  covers)  tK^ 
remains  o£  her  lorer ;    and  fkime  iris  f1n\r^e% 
becauaa    th^    are    dark    Mucv  and- "iv 
Henry's  eyes/  rnonirftqr 

^tf^Jn  a  few  days  more  her  increasing  debility 
oonfined  her  to  the  Hermitage^  but  the  re- 
■aained  £roe  from  pain,  and  ia  a  cheerful  frame 
«£  mind,  as  she  alternately  sung  and  talked 
of  her  lover,  and  anticipated  their  early  mi 
ing  in  a  better  world.  Thus  serenely  did  her 
AdicAte  spirit  at  length  exhale  itaelf  from  her 

y  to  the  sky,  as  the  odour  of  a  rose  cut  off 
In  iti)  prime  of  beauty  wafts  itself  peacefully  to 
Hearen.  Strange  as  the  asMition  may  appear 
when  advanced  by  so  <Ioting  a  father  aa  my* 
teif,  who  van  left  by  thia  privation  ia  the 
drooriness  of  total  solitude-,  I  contempLated 
tlie  death  of  my  child,  not  only  without  dia* 

V  but  with  a  sort  of  gloomy  BOtisfactiDn*  ''1 
htd  lung  felt  convinced  that  her  recovery  waq 
kopeless,  and  when  I  remembered,  that  in  the 
•onunon  course  of  nature  I  should  be  called 
4way    before    her,    leaving    this   sensitive    and 

d  arcature  to  all  the  lingering  horrors  of 
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uttMMkiMiitriett,  I  rgoicmi  (littt  cbta,  tfarnKMt 

agoaudnf  «£  all  huuiEm  4mLs  «m  to  mk  mp 
kcort  uMtead  ^  hen.  Ha vxt)g  dug  a  grnvQ  Jbr 
her  beside  that  of  her  mother,  I  ikklbeKTift 
U»  decked  in  the  coronals  aod  garlands  vhicb 
she  bad  last  worn,  and  castit^  down  the  earth 
3l|nn  the  face  of  her  who  wa«  still  e?e»  in 
Beath  the  fairest  flower  of  them  all,  I  uU 
upon  the  spot  in  a  sickness  and  deeo^tioo  of 
soul  which  man  cannot  imagine  unless  be 
could  ejaculate,  as  I  did  in  bitterness  of  spirili 
^  Now  I  am  alone  upon  the  earth  V  <al 

«*i*^And  jet  I  was  not  quite  companionte 
Brunette,  as  if  resolved  to  &how  xne  thai  I  hid 
one  associate  left,  began  angrily  scratching  afi 
Uie  mould  that  covered  her  mistress,  and  tbea 
looking  piteoutly  up  in  my  fkce,  seni  f«rtfc 
a  WMling  cry  that  thrilled  through  my  teiy 
aouL  Absorbed  as  I  had  hitherto  been  ui« 
tearless  tncxorable  de^air,  I  could  not  avoiti 
syn)pathizing  in  the  distress  of  this  adcctidattr 
animal ;  my  heart  melted  within  mc,  and  1 
remained  upon  the  same  spot  careeing  aod 
weeping   over  the  dog,  until  the  mooD  tkie* 


levBftK  Jir^hur^ 
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Iwr  «oM  betaas  annind  mr^  v/hen  1  retarned  to 
the  Hvnnita|;e  to  pass  l  be  night  in  it,  for  tltt* 
firet  tiine  without  wife  or  cliildr  dienCt  ^B^ 
Mrablf,  ami  aio/tft  .  \\  i-iil 

I  have  performed  Uie  prumisu  made  Co  my 
ptKir  wife  upon  her  death-bed  of  recnTdixif: 
our  iM<Wifak  history,  that  io  case  any  veesrl 
]tfHMiM'fcanyter  touch  at  uiir  burial-place,  for 
such  thii  inland  may  be  termed,  oar  sad  late 
might  be  made  known  to  our  friettk-  in  Sog-* 
land,  and,  above  all,  to  our  poor  child.  BlesB 
thee  1  bleea  thee  i  bless  thee  a  thousand  Itmei^ 
taflf  darling  bojr  i  Uov  have  I  refrained  » 
long  from  mentioning  thee  ?  thou  art  all  that 
nivw  rcmaina  to  thy  wretched  fatlier,  and  yet  he 
shall  never  see  thee  more  f  If  thou  wert  deadi 
methinlcs,  I  could  better  bear  it,  than  to  know 
tliat  thou  art  alive-^to  yearn  after  diee  with 
my  whole  soul,  and  yet  to  be  cut  nlf  from  Ihee 
by  a  living  death.  Were  it  not  that  avy  oo^ 
tainiy  of  my  foto  must  be  better  than  mispensoi 
I  could  hardly  with  thee  to  Icaru  what  mi* 
I  base  already  endured.     And  h  hat  am  I 
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st^  . doomed  Xfi  suS^f  i«t>d  Icaows^i^  A«f 
tjrith  ^theLl)ipug)]^;.rI  idarci:  not  -^tk^^mf  hmti 
the  que&tioa.  ftrvoU  ^  «l 

^"^J,  have  buried  my  wife*— I  bave  fanned  tay 
daughter.    I    bave    written   tbw  histnry  jr- 
cording    to   my   promise,    deriving    a   mehiu 
cbol^'  sulacc  from  uinking  the  dcatfiil  as  cmnmf 
fABfitial  ^  po£isibk*    I  have  placed  in  the  liitl« 
dbfij^  )  an  )  iron-box    saved   £tom    the  mmk. 
^)^  itvfjvuiy  receive  and   preaierve  my  mM» 
acript;  and  what  now  remains  for  m^  to  dot 
jD'nsupported  by  companions,  uneKcited  byw 
first  emplo^-ments  of  buildinc»,  and  explocifl^ 
find  collecting   provisions,    released    froca  ihr 
occupation  of    my    manuscript,    my  stagBUit 
piind  already  begins  to  prey    f eturf uUy  -  opoo 
ip^f,^\yrm  t.  icompelled  to    aeek    say  diflt 
fo9dJ^,  would  be  a  bleK^ng;  the  nec^stttyW 
providing  for   the   body  Avould    subdue   ihov 
intolerable  cravings  of  the  mind.     How^  hi{i|iy 
were   a)^.  ^U*^  ^$hipwreckud   solitaries, fOf^^vtari 
I  hj^ye  cjyefti;ead  in  compariaoa  with  mywtfl 
They  Wf^<  all  uneducated,  or-atlea^t,  Ufua* 
tcltectual  men,  wbo&e  hearts  needed  ic^  ^^ 


I 
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Wmami  the '  social  offectiyk'^  We^iU^t '^^ 
^  Apostle  dedAr^jtliBt'  H  'is  JM^  gtood  fdr  inBA 
to  be  alone. 

yn^'^SoKtude  wail  th«  Vulture  that  ^lawed  the 
llnart  of  PW>iiiH!he0«,  aft  it  \i  laow  fastening  iU 
paisoned  fangs  hi  mine,  and  tearing  h  awav 
piecomral.  Homt  deeply  do  I  already  feel  the 
tnitli  of  the  philosopher's  observation,  that  Jf 
IHan  were  removed  from  tlie  world,  Creation 
■MTOuid  appear  without  a  purpose  !  Man  is  re- 
moved from  My  world,  and  what  are  the  sea, 
«ftrtb^  and  sky,  but  the  blank  and  hateful 
9ralit  of  my  prison?  How  can  I  feet  an  in- 
•eC^st  in  these  wood8  and  plains,  beautiful  4k 
they  are,  when  they  are  mere  modifications  of 

h  matter,  diverted  of  all  human  association  ?  No 
J  schoolboys  hove  climbed  these  trees,  no  tra- 
»Veller)i  have  taken  shelter  from  the  storm  be- 
BBMh  their  boaghs,  nO  loveri  have  whispered 
in  their  sliade,  no  happy  troops  of  Villagers 
h«v*  danced  upon  the  tvirf  that  surrounds 
them*  The  songs  of  these  foreign  birds  awaken 
no'pk-asant  memories ;  these  exotic  flowers  have 
nev*r   been    sung   by  the  poets ;  these  echoes 


"hate  never  rcspcfndcd  in  «ceefH«  of  mj  nuife 
tongue.  None  of  my  f<trcfiitber»— nco#  rwii 
of  my  fcIlow-crcaturcK,  except  the  two  imr 
WogB  whom  I  my^eff  rbmnthtcd  to  tlv 
earth,  ore  Klumbenng  in  the  sofl  arouDd  «e. 
ih  before  and  after  me  there  i«  a  vMt-p0- 
rtive  of  solitude,  for  such  thi«  isbnd  «««» 
have  continued  froiu  the  time  of  the  maliwi 
I  was  cost  upon  its  ^lorre;  and  mrh  «tU  it 
irohably  remain  of^r  my  bone*  shall  hate 
tingled  with  its  dust,  even  unto  the  aouod^ 
the  last  trump.  No  tcaf  will  be  di 
upon  my  grave,— grave  \  there  will  be  fto 
to  dig  it.  I  shall  lie  down  in  the  wUdetmi, 
and  perish  like  the  beasts  of  the  6eld.  Eoouphi 
enough  !  let  mc  put  aside  this  record,  and  paa- 
pare  to  encounter  the  horrors  of  my  fate. 


ft  is  even  as  I  expected.     Bnt  a  ahort 
has  elapsed,  and  solitude  htia  begun  lla  dei 
ing  work.     My  heart  swells  ns  th< 
hurst  my  rihs;  my  thouglits,  condi 
exquisite  agonizing  sense  of  lonelineMa,  becoMi 
confused  by  their  intense  con6ncme&t  to  a  iilRi> 
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object ;   the  muxTs  eye  porei  inceAsantly  upon 
it«  till  it  becuuM  alnnnt  tilindul  i  my  hcatrd 
brain  liirubfl  in  njr  heftd,  kud  sccin*  ta  W4nt 
«  larger  bpace,  where  it  r  /  expsiid  and  be 
cooL     Uow  horrible  is  this  deep,  dead  silence  * 
it  will  drive  me  to  madnest.    Even  the  wide 
pendulous  branches  of  the  palm-trves  are  poised 
without  motion  in  the  still  air ;    nut  a  flower 
moves,  not  a  singk  blade  of  grass;    tlie  sun 
weois  to  stand  still,  that  ho  may  stare  at  me 
with  his  hot  lidless  eye ;    the  sea  has  not  a 
ripple  upon  its  bosom:    I  have  heard  nothing 
for  a  long  timt  but  the  occasiotud  fall  of  a 
,— eo>  ant  to  the  ground,  and  the  distant  whit- 
tle of  an  ouseU — sounds  which  only   berve  to 
render  the  silence  more  emphatic,  and  to  make 
solitude  itself  more  solitary.     I  can  hear  tl)e 
very   beatings  of    my    heart !       It   seems    as 
if  the  world  had  fallen  asleep  in  its  own  aun- 
■htne.     Ob,  for  the  thunder,  ftvr  an  carthquolte, 
it  1     I  can  bear  it  no  longer.     I  have 
shouted »  yelled  ;  and  the  distant  hilU 
auUenly  returned  me  the  sound,  as  if  to 
me   that  1  am  thc^  only  living  being 
VOL.  III.  a 


4^,th^  sei^  of  if  becomes  an  acute  ^iktiacUDg 


j,^-**iyi)ese.  scenes  are  hateful  to  me/,  Tbe  Her* 
^iuge  vhpie  I  passed  auch  comparatively  hap> 
fpy  hours  with  Fanny  and  AgDea*-tbe  grare 
tl^ilt  covers  (heir  remains — the  bopekss  signal 
jppst — why  should  I  li^e  amid  such  nielancholj 
^^i^fiociations  ?     I  vrdl  quu  them  altogether,  tor 
^4hjey  nourish  my  misery ;    I  will   plunge  into 
fj^e  for^si  holds  and  remote  fastnesses  of  the 
jjj^i^^. ,,  Other  scenes  may  cheer  xue  i^nlh  otbet 
^oughts;    fatigue,  imd   the  exposure  of  inj 
^jbody,  may  relieve  the  suifexings  of  my  mind. 
JHere,  then,  do  I  close  my  painful  oArralive, 
Mnd  commit  it  to  the  cuMody  of  the  iron  box* 
),3hould  a  fellow-creature  ev^  land  upon  these 
%  ^hciresy  an  event  of  which  I  do, not  even, ^i^e^^ 
he  nee^  not  endeavour  to  Iram  the  ijgte,  <4t^^ 
yufortuoate  wx;iter.,,,.His. Liones  will  hare;  pro- 
bably been  washed  away  by  the  sea,  or  bleadicd 


iMiW  i»t»' 


■  hflfic  Vfnd;  Graves  of  my  \nfc  ohd  tWdl, 
t  tlioii  hcrmitaf^e  whore  we  fiave  consoled  oni 
imothrt- !  thou  chapel  in  which  we  have  prayed 
together,  farewell  for  errt*  ?  t  go,  "but  I  know 
Dot  whither:  I  shall  perish^  but  I  know  iaol 
where!  _— 


"^*  As  the  fyhaiJi*ed  wild  beast.    Worried  and 
il6hnenlc<l  by  the  hunters,  returns  at  last  to 
lU  lair  to  die,  so  do  I,  after  being  long  cha^ 
ami  l-aited  bj  my  own  thoughts  and  by  super- 
natural horrors  that  have  pursued  me  by  night 
and  day,  come  back  to  the  graves  of  my  wife 
knd  child,  that  I  may  lay  myself  down  for  ever 
by  ihoir  side.     My  Gotl !  what  have  I  suffered 
^iti  my   absence!    It  must  have  been  of  long 
^continuance,  for  my  beard  reaches  to  my  bo- 
^Ibm,  and  the  garden  of  the  hermitage  contains 
*^^j>6uhg  tr^es  where  I  left  nothing  but  shrubs; 
and  the  roof  of  the  little  chapel  has  fallen  fn ; 
but  the  iron  box  h  safe,  and  the  perusal  of 
taiy  manuscript,  again  opening  the  fountain  of 
my  tears,  which  I  thought  had  been  long  ago 

"SHed '  vpi  baa  insjnred  me  with  a  wiah  to  c6m» 
[bMlacolJ  lo  «ftM  9d$  \J  ^Af  a  ItmUaw  gtnd  jUitui 


L 


pl«f6  «ty  narratives  «o  f ar,  at<  leait,  m  my  m^ 
illi>ry  «od  TQj  tihatt^red  lAcuUiea  alUiw  me-    It 
oiMUkpt  he  continuous — perliap^  do<  alwajs  ink 
t^Ug^e)  €or  U>e  Upee  of  iimc^  cha  ofder  0/ 
evenU)  and  sometimes  their  very  nature)  it  i» 
quite   beyond  wy  power  to   record.     Hetren 
hekpmci  I   fear  my  mind  has  occasiunally,  aod 
for  considcniMe  periodh  lost  its  oonsoiaufiBtsu 
Itf^  uiirrur  bob  bem  broken,    oud   a    thowslfld 
confused  reflecliuas  have  sprung   up  from  it* 
fragnioDts.     They   were  not   thfi  ooiuage  of  a 
brain  staggering  between  reason  oiid  iosaniij; 
they  were  no  delusions,  no  dreams,  but  actual 
pcrcepUunft,  tiiough  I  do  not  deny  that  they  may 
have  been  morbid  ones.     Thousauds,  millionft, 
m^Tiads  of  these  visions  have  flitted  liefore  mcf 
iudistincti  but  spectral,  ghastly,  terrible  with  hi* 
deouft  chimeras  and  abominations  at  once  revoit* 
ting  anil  fantastic;  and  when  they  were  sudden- 
ly dashed  to  pieces,  I  know  not  Low,  my  meuKny 
could  not  gather  up  even  a  fra|rment  of  the  wn^ 
There  were  ptber&y  however,    wben  my  fieofcs 
were    endued  wiiJi  a   preternatural    acuten^; 
wJ^ea  iuj  faculties  could  peaetni^?  ^d  decqi9» 


4 


A^«t«y. 


Ml 


pound  the  objecli  upon  -which  tftey  wtte  ex^ 
tfrcised,  whether  moral  or  material,  with  an 
intuition  that  resembletl  oimrivienco ;  but  thin 
iiubJimiseil  state  was  evanesomt,  the  ijnprem. 
idons  faded  away,  the  intellectual  darkness  r^ 
turned;  and  though  in  my  calmer  and  more 
ludd  moods  I  penciled  down  with  contdderflble 
minuteness  all  that  I  had  seen  and  suffered, 
and  from  these  records  have  been  enabled  to 
ooadnue  my  narrative  without  wjldness  or  in- 
eobereuce,  its  details,  after  all,  will  be  but  a 
dhn  and  imperfect  shadow  of  the  miserable 
realit)', 

**  Ere  I  quitted  the  hermitage  and  its  vicinity 
in  the  manner  1  have  stated,  I  determined  to 
pass  once  more  through  the  gorge  of  the  hi^ 
rocks  and  revisit  the  scene  of  my  shipwreck. 
What  prompted  me  to  this  step  I  cannot  con- 
jecture, unless  it  might  be  that  the  desolation  of 
that  barren  waate  accorded  with  the  forlorn 
sterility  of  my  soul.  The  remains  of  the  wreck, 
and  the  notice  I  had  fixed  up,  I  found  exactly 
as  I  had  left  thorn  ;  and  on  reaching  the  spot 
where  we  had  been  thrown  ashore,  I  even  re- 


cDfifmted  tbo  iflwnrtrii  ■  root    t»   which  L 
dang  when  the  'waton  wtfe  isaekkag^t 
back  into  the  deef>u     Whea-*£''] 
uielcss  hnA  been  the  proloa^tion  of  «>urlivMt 
how^  mnch  better  it  wonid  have  bc^  ip  fatfe 
perished  at  ihe  tkne;  what  tniscriei  1  h«d  ett 
durod   already^  and  iwas   hkeljr  tx>  «ndteit«T 
•;  :l!  worked  'iny^*]f  into  a  bUnd  lui^ 
dns'  ucicon4ciou&  instroioeot   of  oift 
preservation.     To  such  m  heuxy  vNa  I  drtvfti 
ia  the  gloomy  irritatioa  of  my  feoliti^  that^l 
pMttonately  tore  it  tip  from  the  earihi  vilti 
every  frogrnent  of  the  aame'  sbrt  that  I  oouU 
discover,  determining  to  oiler  up  the  vholo  oa 
iMiocaust  to  tjie  furies  who  had  tlien  taken  pM- 
Mtolon  of  n»y  bosom.  For  this  purpose  I  hurHdd 
back  with  my  burthen  to  the  circular  tt>ek  twar 
the  cha()e]f  already  noticed  as  beaYin^^  some' fe- 
iK^mblanoe  to  a  natural  altar,  t>\Hn\  which  I  pded 
the  roots,  and  having  «et  iire  t»  tbemtdatio^ 
hHind  the  blaze,  cur97n<j:  ch«m  and  trtuiiagplft^ 
in  their  de^nwtioTi,  as  if  I  had  been  inst^|Md 
by  demons.     Thufl  did  I  continue  til!  liiy  w- 
"NfJenge  felt  glinted*    When   utM'ly 


tx  Afncwi 


^548 


r  by>mf  cxcrtionBin  a  niecidUan  Buii,aiid  bcfure 

ttJUming  fircy  I  deflccndod  to  the  foot  of  tUt 
rock,  passed  thoougb  A.  ^niaU  grove,  and  t;iiicr^ 
log  into-  a  mettdow  proceeded  to  its  fartlxdr  «&- 
irtmity,  where  I  threw  myself  down  upon  the 

Ig^Aant  and  proMiitly  fell  fust  «»lecp.  i 

tb)*^  My  sluQiber  was  deep  ami  long;  LutI  waa 
^CJragih  aroused  by  a  luud  hissing  aini  cmol^ 
Hag  noise,  and  a  focliug  of  tuffocutioo  from  hot 
Mnokt^,  and.  upon  0|jeniiig  my  eyes  I  perceived 
tl>c  aliuo«phere  gto\ring  \tiith  a  red  aogry  gl^uv, 
proceeding  from  the  conBugration  of  tho  gmxc 
througli  which  I  hud  pa3«cd.  Aaaiat^  by  (he 
dry  »to»  u|xm  tiie  grounil,  and  the  iriilamoiable 
creepers  with  which  every  trunk  and  l>ough  ^4t 
gurkoded,  I  )>aw  tJie  AaineB  crawl  ak>D^  the 
turf,  ood  in  ao  incredible  short  space  of  time 
ruu  Like  hglitniug  up  to  the  tiutunut  of  the 
itnllest  troea«  ntripping  tbeni  in  an  iuMaikt  of 
their  lanve««  and  loavutg  their  bare  aparkLitig 
branches  uuutrutehed  to  heav^^  Jik^,  lupph* 
eating  hands  of  lire.  iSomct  of  the  trunks  whi^ 
bad  been  sooncnt  igvioed  were  fulling  to  the 
grouudi  semluig  up  nyriads  of  tparks  into  the 
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Mr ;  otfien,  from  Che  ftudden  expansion  of 
heated  jukcfi,  wvre  bursting  with  a  loud  expli^ 
non ;  and  iiutiung  could  be  more  torri&c  aad 
subUiQC  diaa  tb^  dark  voluinea  of  smcke  ccOf 
tttUing  with  the  flwnes  balow,  ami  the  fien* 
horizoa  anound,  while  burning  bou^;hi}  and 
trees  were  erery  moment  tumbling  to  the  earth, 
amid  the  horrible  sounds  of  thetr  own  hisBD^i 
crackling,  and  explo»ioD. 

*'*  From  the  contemplation  of  this  fearful  «pec> 

ucle  I  was  arouwd  by  observing  that  the  hr^, 

having   communicated  to  the   higb    luxuriimt 

grass  on  either  side  of  xne,  was  rapidly  eococo* 

pasfibg  nie  about  and  cutting  off  my  recrvat> 

.^nd  at  the  same  moment  metbougbt  the  figuna 

of  the  enraged  Eumenideis  rushed  towards  mt 

ftow  tile  midst  of  the  burning  wood,  scr^aminf 

out  that  I  Iiad  violated  the  sacred  grove  of  iba 

Furies,  and  shaking  their  avenging  torches  as 

they  advanced.     Already  did  I  bedr  the  hiiss- 

ing  of  their  serpent  k»cks«  when  aghast   with 

terror  I  turned  round,  and  fled  witJi  tho  Bpntd 

nf  ime   whose  h(e  depends  upon  his^Ttfocitgr.. 

Instinctively  Lhutried  lothe  hver»  wbicb  rati 
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through  the  valley  into  the  Utile  lake;  but  my 
pvnraers  seemed  to  be  gaining  tiptm  me  ;  their 
hiding  sounded  ]ou<le<l  and  nearer :  I  Already 
felt  the  panting  of  their  6ery  breath  ;  when 
reaching  the  batiks  uf  the  stream,  aiid  i^um- 
dtooning  all  my  remaining'  energies  1  cliwred  it 
at  one  desperate  bound,  and  fell  upon  the  op- 
poftite  bank  exhatetcd  and  inseniable. 

"  It  was  deep  night  when  my  conscioutneea 
returned.  I  mw  nothing  more  of  tny  dreadful 
pursuers.  The  progress  of  the  burning  gnus 
had  been  arrested  by  the  river,  but  the  grove 
was  still  on  tire,  its  few  remaining  trunks,  as 
tiler  ware  fanned  by  the  night  brecTe,  looking 
like  flaming  columns  supporting  a  canopy  of 
smoke.  When  the  sun  arose  on  the  following 
morning  my  self-possession  had  returned^  and 
I  not  only  determined  to  reason  with  my  ter- 
rors, but  summoned  resolution  enough  to  retiiit 
the  spot  where  they  had  been  so  powerfully 
excited.  Wiuiing  the  river  I  passed  acrota 
the  blackened  ground  which  hnd  so  lately  been 
cofvered  with  grass,  till  i  reached  the  grove, 
whose  burning  embers  would  not  allow  me  to 
a5 


■ffiiflk!  Wconsutnrd  rtosA  and  ft-riJ  le«dh^^'A» 
foot  bf  the  rock  upon  which  I  hied  isftd^^tte 
'burnt  offering  of  die  "roofs.  Fr^ra  rtje»e  «p- 
^J^Lranccfll  concIoAod  that  the  wind  had  Mem 
^et  some  bf  tTieir  a<Jie$/whieh  tnuKt  linveftc^ 
the  train  of  dry  heilwge  below,  and  httse  ihii$ 
occasioned  tho  conflagrarion  of  the  gronp;  bm 
I  remain  not  the  less  persuaded  that  I  «aw  \hv 
torch-bearing  Furies  that  I  have  dcscribwJ,  arid 
I  believe  the  shock  then  receitre^  e^^hHifcutcd 
W  a  little  to  aggravate  that  morbid  it*te>^ 
the  nervous  system  with  which  I  wto  alrcxdy 
afflicted,  and  under  which  I  h&ve  ever  stoot 
been  sufTering. 

**  What  a  fearful  and  inscrutable  mystery^  is 
the  mind  of  man !  and  who  sfaidl  dare  to  kiwft 
its  boundless  powers  and  factdtie*  by  his  6wu 
iiiurra^'  tlpc»rience !  How  can  he  judge  tef 
ariother't  iettses  and  percejnions  or  tA\  wtkt 
new  and  tttiacc<!>unlable  d«'eIo|jQment3  tnar  be 
'ij)cned  to  one  being,  and  shut  up  froQi  all  th< 
4fcst.'  IT  I  |ii:ea«  my  finger  upon  my  cj«  1  lan 
«fad  tfjdT     jbitp^  boa*  jba  ^may^  baUa  xta 


ff  IJI^N  .Ai^BUZr* 


.^rck«  ofgold  and  blue  light,  And  sli^  4^^ 

UAii  that  I  niu  dfoeived,  because  ibeso  oppeor- 

anccjs  ore  utvi$iblc  to  q\cTy  one  else    K^tcr- 

judly,  and   wiih    my  bodily  .ey$>  I  have  eeeik 

f^ixage  sights,  vi&ianst   yucb,  ^^  b^f  pcrbaps 

bccii  ucver  before  j>rcsoDt«d  to  mcirtal  observe 

tioQ  i  but  if  any  oue  were  insolent  enough Jp 

)p»inutttc  that  I  am  an  enthusiasts  that  my  fa* 

j^luv^i  arti  deranged,  that  I  liave  been  delude<Jf 

|j[, .would  tell  Iiim  ho  l^es  in  the  thrtxit.     I  luite 

ffucl^  ignorant  bigotry.     I  am  neitber  a  liar, .nor 

tim  idiot.    I    write  dowa  nothing  but  what,^^ 

iKive  been.  ,  ,|,i^    ^  rt  «lj 

tf(Hti»  rtmt  •jfiirf'  i  — — — -  ft,i* 

.    .,  ..J 
"The  confined  bird  flutters a^^ainst  every  htt 

^^  it»  cage  in  the  hope  of  iiudiag  »oni«  aper- 

J Uire  large  enough  to  allow  its  escape:  the  in^- 

ffMiaoaed  wild,  bea^t  walks  round  and  round  bU 

ideu,  and  explores  thn  minutest   opening  with 

;Uie  same  forlorn  but  indestructible  expecUti^P- 

«8o  have  I  repeatedly  paced  the  &bor«5  of  my 

4(land  prifion»  fuUoA^ing  the  bcadx  and  aU  its 

.MnooMties,,  rounds  and   round,  and  round,  till 

my  mind  became  sick  and  giddj.     Then  have 
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lj||Kruck  desperately  inward*  penoUadog  dmm 
■uuaea  of  luxurumt  gra«9  and  umlervood  tlut 
^H^mpa^sed  me  aJbout  like  a  vfi|^«ble  sea; 
plunging  into  dark  foresu  of  sassafras, 
and  palm  trees,  through  whose  ipiterworeo  c*- 
nopy  of  boughs  neither  the  rays  of  the  sun,  nor 
even  the  air  of  Heaven,  could  pierce ;  or  ford- 
U^  swampy  glens  and  niorasi>e»  covered  with 
nungrovea,  stunted  gum-trees,  and  the  arbo- 
rescent fern.  1  have  climbed  gor^gea  of  the 
rock  bristled  with  the  flowcrinp:  aloes,  firom 
whose  base  the  turpentine  tree  shot  lugh  in  the 
air,  while  bamboos  and  lianas  coiling  around  i<a 
trunk  Ukc  serpents,  met  at  top,  and  fornsed  fes- 
toons and  garlands  that  Bwung  backwards  and 
forwards  as  the  wind  blew  strongly  through 
the  rocky  ravine.  UpJand  and  plain*  forest  and 
meadow,  rock  and  turf,  sand  and  shingle, 
copses,  and  dcUs,  swamps  and  jungles, 
traversed,  threaded,  cro±i!ied,  and  recrusced  then 
all ;  I  know  every  inch  of  my  prison,  and  L 
^nash  my  teeth  in  the  bitterness  of  incflectuidl: 
rage  when  I  fcid  that  there  ip  no  possibility  of  i 
my  escape.      Solitary  imprisoniuent ! — solitary 
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imprisonmefjt  for  life?  No  taftn  of  actht?  and 
cultivated  intellect  could  bear  it  without  road* 
ne«ft.  But  there  i«  one  hope  left  to  him  :— he 
may  cheat  his  jpiolcrs — he  may  make  h'w  escape 
by  death  !— Ha  I  that  must  tiot  be  forgotttn  f  ' 
TOO  «im«  od)  tit  9V^  1 -1  »o  X'HM" 

-(^'Al  the  opposite  «ttrem*rty  of  the  island  from 
thut  where  we  were  shipwrecked,  there  is  a  bluff 
cra^^  heudiami,  half  way  down  the  precipi- 
tous ftidefr  of  which  a  tree,  or  rather  a  huge 
branch,  rooted  tn  a  fissure  of  rock,  shoots  out 
horizontally  over  the  sea.  To  tbis  did  I  clam- 
ber down,  and  crawling  alon^^  to  its  farther 
extremity,  which  swayed  and  bent  with  tto^ 
height,  I  found  a  perilous  perch  that  seemed 
tei  be  congenial  to  my  feeling,  because  it  illus- 
trated my  own  fate.  Like  me  this  naked  soli- 
tary bough,  attached  to  the  earth  and  yet  not 
b»k>D^ng  to  it;  separated  from  its  fellows,  i^' 
moved  from  its  proper  sphere,  suspended  in 
strange  loneliness  as  a  butt  and  plaything  to  the 
elmnents,  clinging  m  precarious  agony  to  the 
rock  from  which  it  seems  anxious  to  detach 
itself,  was  yet  condemned  to  a  painful  and  tan- 


IRUBKN   APStW^ 


•orrows  and  avoid  futuPe^misery,— how  delight- 
fill,  liovr«t!«talic!  And  what  i-oulci  bo  a  svoetor 
tetth^'Wiuit  ttmsab  more  gkirious  &ud  nia|i^ 
iMotflitf'^'    ..1    ..    i  .  ' 

'"'  **  Such  were  the  rr»tries  ihut  passed  athwart 
my  mind  as  1  gaxed  intently  ii|M>n  the  transpa- 
rent element  beneath  tne,  when  lo  (  I  «aw  m.  fe- 
male form,  that  of  a  Naiad  Syren,  or  Mermaid, 
I  know  not  which,  rising  slowly  to  the  surface 
"df  the  waters,  from  which  at  lefi|;th  lihe  par- 
tially  emergeil.  Her  dark  locks  were  braided 
with  shells  and  sea  flowers,  her  fair  bosom  was 
now  veiled  and  now  revealed  by  the  gently* 
undulating  wave,  and  as  she  stretched  towards 
me  her  blue-veined  arms,  she  thus  addressed 
me  in  a  vmcc  of  the  most  exquisite  melody :— ■ 

Quit,  Oh,  quit  the  reahns  of  etaih,  '"' 

^^"^  "        And  Tipper  sir,  -.rn^j   #.  mt.yr 

9(1         Where  upleeiifu)  umrtaU  iroQi  tii«ir  birUi* 
Are  itlnveM  ty  cure. 

And  (gently  sink  intu  the  wiitere 
m*pU  .       C^ffl  and  green,  .(.Mr.  .{ 

iiou  flpTPi^r*  with  o<*Hu'n  hft|^  ^a«rt*«ra  ,f 

i  Their  lives  serene.. 

Tnlcc  my  h.iiitl.  tind  downward  plide,  '* 

itfor]    iDuwn(vardthrou|;b  the  lucid  tids.  1 


into  our  ooral liiiWBW^f^ 
'^iSO       ^^  '^***'  green  light. 


•'vLv   <■-? 


Where  we  bnud  our  lucks  with  Bowen, 


«1  'VbcEre  each  flMtl«SsiiiMV.lAve* 
Her  be«||t|f9»99l«nK. 

LaU'd  hy  the  echo  of  the  waves 

Alwve  her  hoominjf.  ''•"* 

,  f  le-Take  my  hud  fcad  duwnw»nl  ^U«le» 
Downward  Uirou^  tiie  lucid  tide. 


Let  my  boeom,  as  we  sink , 

'    Beoome  tfcy  pillow. 
lAiul  when  oDce  beneath  the  brink, 
,    .  We  cleave  the  billow, 

Tbuult  tatite  the  joys  that  to  the  aei 
Have  been  allotted, 
.4ii};And  all  the  paajna  of  earth  shall  b« 
,        Fp*ini  in(»mory  blotted. 
Take  my  hnnd  nnd  downwHrd  g'lide. 
Downward  throtjjh  the  lurid  Ude. 


*'  It  was  impossible  to  resist  the  seduction  of 
her  gracious  sniile,  the  fascinatioa  of  her  voices 
the  intoxication  of  tliat  sweet  oblivion  to  which 
I  was  so  winningly  inyited.  Fearful  that  Sa. 
nii^ht  lose  this  glorious  opportunity  if  I  be« 
sitaied  a  momenky  1  resolved  to  detaoh  mj^ 
self  instantly  £rom  the  £oik  of  the  bough,  uk 


I 


RXUBXh    AMtKT^ 


^^BKJ 


tending  to  Blide  clown  into  the  (air  arms  that 
were  upUfted  to  recei^'e  mc,  when,  to  my  utter 
amazement,  my  whole  body  was  nuddeidy  ra^ 
dered  inmKiveable.     The  myftcrious  union  be- 
tween volition  and  muscular  motion  was  instan- 
taneouflly  and  absolutely  diiBolvcd,  and  I  re* 
maincd  ae  helple±is  as  if  ray  frame  were  dead, 
while  the  spirit  retained  its  Titality.     My  fate 
became  worse  than  that  inflicted  by  the  tyrant 
Mezentius,  who  chained  a  living  man  to  a  dead 
one,  for  I  was  tied,  as  it  were^  to  my  own  dead 
body.     The   faculties   of  my  mind    remained 
unimpaired,  but  they  exercised   their  functioas 
within  a  corpse,  which  refused  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  their  operations.     Mentally  I   threw 
myself  with  angry  precipitation  into  the  tempt- 
ing waves  beneath,  and  yet  my  limbs  remain- 
ed riveted  to  the  bough    in  motionless  imbe- 
cilky.     In  vain  did  I  renew  my  eitbrts  with  in»'^ 
creased  coergy  and  anger  ;  nothing  moved  but  : 
n^  will,  which  seemed  to  agitate  my  brain  tiU  1 
experienced  a  sensation  similar  to  that  of  oor- 
porcai   fatigue,  although  not  a  particle  of  ny 
body  hdd  participated  in  these  vehement  cacr- 
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^MMU  *^0K,  ye  woHhlflM^iri  inert  lQ||ftr77rM. 
dfiinied  as    I  conteoif^tcd   mj  supKna.flimb^ 
!l^n  wbatdoyo  dif&r  from  ihc  .Ttleftifaraifti«f 
impcKtcot  DOAttcr  when  yo  are  Jio>  longer  instBcs 
with  the  paver  of  dujtioti   and  i  obedient  to  tfe 
lidance  of  mind  ?     And  thtniL  tcxiy  t^ubdc  npi- 
lit  of  man  1  what  avails  thy  vAunf rd  mond  en^ 
pire  when  it  is  unseconded  br  physical   povo*-? 
United,  ye  are  uliUDSt  uoinipotent;  but  in  tins 
anonioious  stattSv  independent  of  each  othet  aad 
yet  Uot  detachvd,  what  a  fable  mockerjr  of  ex- 
ifitcnoe  do  ye  ojustitutet     And  is  this  theo^o 
be  my  awful  fateP — am  I  fixed  here  for  ewr? 
— am   I  to   hang    thus  between  sea  mad  sky, 
growings  to  this  naked  buu|£;h  like  a  niifilctoeiaf 
ilesh,  unable  to  flinch  from  the  fury  of  the  oii- 
nients,  motionless  as  death,  and  yet  retoiainy^ 
the  consciousness  of  Hfe?     Am   I  ^to<famt*ap 
other  corporeal  existence  than  a  liability  to  rnxL 
ferin^,  no  other  intellectual  being  than  ta:we- 
getate   upon  a  leaders  Btump,   tormented  vitk 
tuemorv  of    the  past,  and  the  horrible  dnti^ 
pation  (1^  a  future  as  appalhnj^  as  the  pi 
Araunti  yehordd  tlioughtar  .  rw 
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-xi^l While  I  vas  mdcavouriiig  (o  di&^  awaiy 
Atim  harrowing  progndtticattooe, '  my  att«ntiofi 
%-as  uithdrau'n  from  myself  to  one  of  thoite  ra- 
pid elemental  chant^s  to  which  thefH*  latittidoA 
are  subject.  Dark  cUiiuU  hod  oW-ured  the 
sqB,  the  howling  Mrittda  blew  with  such  vio* 
lence  that  the  bough  swayed  fearfully  back- 
wards and  forvards,  the  thunder  began  to  miltr 
ter  in  the  distance,  and  upon  looking  down  Ut 
the  dark  waters  I  found  that  they  were  angrily 
heaving  and  turbid,  and  the  beautiful  Hgure 
ted  disappeared^  and  with  her  vanished  all 
those  fond  hlaudishmcnts  that  had  rendend 
me  enamoured  of  death,  and  soL'cited  me  to 
sink  into  the  peaceful  embrace  of  the  wavet» 
NoisVf  perturbed,  and  foaming,  I  now  recoiled 
from  the  yawning  gulph  beneath,  and  as  I 
endeavoured  to  cling  more  firmly  to  my  perch 
my  limbs  onoe  more  obeyed  me^  and  I  fouad 
that  I  had  recovered  my  domimoa  over  them 
■a  suddenlv  and  as  inexplicably  as  I  had  lost 
it.  Consoled  by  thi»  welcome  discovery  - 1 
looked  put  with  a  M'ild  enjo3rmettt  at  the  in- 
creasiug  fury  of  the  storm.     The  thunder  bunt 
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ftbcnrc  my  head  with  a  stunning  explosion ; 
live  lightning  vaulted   around  mo,  now  pliih^ 
ing  into  the  hiding  waves,    now   smiting 
•htvering  the  rock,  while  I    swung  backwar( 
and  forwards,  and  up  and  down,  at  the  nei 
of  the  dtnrm-gust.     Wrought  up  to  an  ecstasyj 
I  called    aloud  upon  the  earthquake  to 
and  rock  me  to  sleep,  and  as    I    clapped  mj 
hands  and  hallooed  to  the  thunder,   I  shouf< 
out  in  the  intervals  of  the  hurly-burly — 

RottT !  roar  1  thou  turliulent  ocean  ; 

The  slmddcring  ruck,  ye  thunderbolts,  pit 
Riive,  ye  wind.-*,  in  your  wildest  cnDunotion  ; 
^"   Flash  in  my  face  ye  lightnings  fierce. 
Halloo  1  halloo  \  I  enjoy  the  view. 
As  I  swing  in  my  cradla  and  sing  hailoo  1 


Deuth  has  to  him  no  terror  or  eadneeB, 

Whose  heart  U  to  dark  despair  a  prey  ; 
What  cares  he  for  the  dements'  madneas, 
,  ,   Mliose  head  is  already  aa  mad  m  tliay? 
Halloo  !  halloo !  I  enjoy  the  view. 
As  t  Bm'ing  in  my  cradle  and  sing  halloo  ! 


"  Oh,  happy,  happy  day  !  a  day  of  bliss, 
titude,    rapture,  not  less  intense  than  inexpli- 
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cable.  If  a  thou^t  can  penetrate  space  and 
recall  timcy  may  we  not  be  occa*donaliy  enabled, 
by  ftome  occult  combiDation  of  the  sensea  awl 
tbe  intellect*  to  send  out  our  eye  upon  ;^ 
thought  and  render  that  object  perceptible  to 
vi»on  which  wc  can  aummon  before  us  in  idea? 
It  must  be  so!— there  is  no  other  solution  4if 
this  mysterious  occurrence.  How  glorious  to 
think,  that  at  some  favoured  momenta  the  d»» 
tant  and  the  invisible  may  be  placed  under  am 
ocular  commandi  and  brought  before  us  tn  the 
body,  as  St.  Paul  says,  with  as  much  oaae  as 
they  may  now  be  summoned  by  the  mind ! 

'*  I  am  carrietl  forty  years  back ;  the  day*  of 
my  youth  are  restored  to  me.  I  feel  alert,  gay, 
and  buoyant ;  methinks  I  smell  the  cool  fresh 
air  of  England,  and  the  very  turf  on  which  I 
played  at  cricket ;  I  feel  the  shaggy  mane  of 
the  pony  I  used  to  ride ;  i'  see  the  banks  and 
ditches  which  I  have  so  often  explored  for  wild 
strawberries,  and  violets,  and  pansies,  and  for- 
get-me-not, and  harebells,  and  wake-robin,  which 
we  uso<l  to  call  lords  and  ladies,  and  all  those 

eautiful  wild  flowers  whidi  I  }ovcd  whcu  a 
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boy,  and  \ovtd  ^h^  mon  ha^  jr^nah/lieci&fte^ 
Coiind  Uiey  hai  doHghted'tiCht^  l^'if^elF  ^^^ 
•elf,  and  been  ail  celebrated  by  the  pbHsC   TWk, 
ye    dcAT    flowers   of    my'  ehildhood,    so  ofHttj 
ihotight  of    by  da  J  and  dt^eniut  of  by  nigbt, 
how  Buperior  are  ye  to  all  the  gor^^eous  nmgm- 
ficence  of  these  exotics!     Oh,  what  a  charmuig 
thing  is  youth,  when  we  look  back  trpoD  iu 
Lrkling  sunshiny  hourx  through  a  lottg  Vi9tt 
-•I  dark  and  dreary  y^ars  t 
>    *'  Thift  spot  of  flowery  enchantment  possesses 
vnother  indescribable  attraction,  ^tn  wbidk  I 
liave  doTiTed  no  ooconion  solace.     It  retuMt 
very  distinct  echo,  ami  I  have  sat  by  the  hour 
together,   shouting    the   names  of   rny  former 
friends,  or  singing  such   snatches   of  old   songs 
as  1  slill  recollected,  and  fancying  that  St  di- 
minished the  sense  of  my  loneHne*s,  as  1  listened 
Id  the  distant  reverberations  of  a  human  Toim 
:It  vaa  something  to  have  made  these  hithertb 
>ailent   recesses  familiar  \rith    English   aoinldl^ 
Hhere  was  a  sort  of  society  even  in   thu9  cctt- 
fVersing  with  the  hills  and  rocks ;  there  was  % 
pleasure  in  Jtoowing  that  the  most  secret  d^pth 
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9f  ihe  forest*)  and  the  solitudes  of  the  renratt 

plftinH,  and  the  inncrniost  noul  of  the  UUnd  had 
been  made  to  echo  back  the  oanifft  of  those  I 
Jotcd-  iVben  shall  1  hear  the  exquisite,  inimi- 
Uble  mu&io  of  snotlier  human  voiccp  NcTerC 
never  1  Aevari^  %Ai  Ibul  9^  «uv)mqua  wod 
gnhmnda  c  tbHv  'foM**  ju-wtJ  >«»  MtA'id 

i};"  Alone— still,  8iill  alone  !  still  am  I  doomed 
lo  record  that  miserable  word,  in  which  arc 
rondensod  all  the  suileringa  that  a  heart  like 
mine  caii  undergo  before  it  i»  driven  to  seek 
refuge  in  uiadiiesa  or  in  death.  To  this  horrible 
«xtr9n»ity  ahull  I  be  quickly  urg«dti  >  unieA 
shortly  irnabled  to  e&cape.  To  escape!  Huf 
^1  ha  !  ha  f 


if,** Gnaw,  gnaw^  gnaw  !  there  it  is  stilly — this 
jhorrid  aeubc  of  aolitude»  gnawing  for  ever  at 
iny  heart  like  a  &low  insatiable  vulture,  giving 
dpplAorest  by  day,  and  niakiog  even  the  short 
respite  of  the  night  an  aggravation  of  my 
misery.  How  many  tiroes  have  I  dreamt  of 
my  dear  boy,  iny  darling,  my  only  chdd,  and 
^ttpop  wakisg    with  eyes  suffu^ed^   and  anaa 


.  _        udei    ThoM  mmm  mumwmM 
^MUMwneto  in  whidi  lihaM  ielt  tmmftbtit^ 
HuAi  into  the  oblivious  oqmm^  op  thrg«v  »5«lf 
fhc«ll(iii|(  (torn  the  rock.     Ixmp  and  «AnMi||h 
,»mi  with  my  wlioW  miU  h^Wfc^njvd  >  ||||r 
from  my  sufrcni^%7^dafttii»  1«4# 
-at*  aKiEncnt  I  eltould  guiUiij  Aq|^ 
llnmie  tny  own  deli vcnuwe ;  but  Heaven  is  dggf 
Ao  my  en  treaties.     I  have  knelt  for  hours  vbik 
my  tears  ei  anguish  lainad  upon  the  gnua,  mi 
(implored  for  death  ;  but  ercry  thing  is  iMfsi- 
llees,  inexorable.      I   will  not  be   thus  toniMtl- 
ki  any  longer.     If  I  am  liuntcd,  and  bsJurfh 
and  driven  to  distraction,    I   make  tlir  PaHi 
fMponsihIo  frtr  my  deeds,  however  dark  and  oa- 
holy  they  Horrible  sugge«tiona  am/f 

through  my  shuddering  frame.  May  tunt  tir 
})owers  of  darkness  aiford  me  that  reftcff  w!iki> 
is  sternly  refused  to  me  from  ahov^  *  I  bl» 
road  of  Rueh  things,  nr  *  -  'Sinks  I  myarff 
could  almost  bartcJr 
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vedeemed    from  this    torturing  captivilji  uid 
allowed  peacefully  to  wear  awaj  (|i«  remuixitfr 
of  my  lite  in  the  Bociuty  of  my  darlitig  boy, 
and   the  dear  friends  I  have  left  in  EngUod : 
(o  taste  ouoe  more  the  rapt  urea  of  aociAl  Ulb^ 
to  watch  the  progress  of  my  beloved  child,  to 
earesft  him  as  uftcn  a&  I  pleasei  to  bleas  him  at 
night,  to  have  him  beside  ow  in  tba  noramg, 
to  be  ^ith  him  all  day,  to  aee  his  ime  fftcultfet 
devclope,  and  his  beautiful  form  expand  into 
inanluM>d.  Oh»  transporting  vidon  I  Oh,  iKatiSc 
thought  I  Come  to  me,  come  to  my  rtlieft  ye 
that  have  the  power  to  realize  this  dream  !  dic- 
tate the  terms  of  its  accomplishment,  and  1  will 
obey.     Holy  or  unholy,  s<>rcercr  or  spirit,  fiend 
or  fury,  goblin  or  devil,  I  invite,  1  invoke,  I 
imph^re  you  to  rescue  mc  from  this  loath^jnte 
iolitudc,  to  restore  me  to  the  world,  to  my  boy, 
And  hero  I  stand  with  every  nerve  acrewcd  up 
to  do  your  utmost  bidding. 

^*  TbuM  did  I  shout  out  with  a  desperate  ener- 
gy, and  scarcely  had  the  wurd^  passetl  my  lips, 
when  1  found  myiself,  1  know  not  how,  standing 
by  mootdight  in  a  part  of  the  isUod  I  had  never 

VOL.  III.  ft 
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im^  before.  It  w»s  a  haggmrd  and  bLuted 
hcath>  iutcri^persecl  ivjtti  patches  of  jungkand 
tangled  uudcrwpod,  all  burned  and  bUgiited; 
i  gaxeij  t^  amoopentupon  t^is  deeoUte  waste, 
wbq«^  A'erjr  aspect  o^ade,  my  heart  eink.  witliin 
sne,  M'hcn  upoa  turr^iog  round  I  started  with  $l 
indescribable  terror  at  bebolding  a  6gure  dote 
before  xue.  wearing  the  semblance  of  a  fallen 
angeU  ^uch  as  I  had  often  in  ioiagiiuttioD 
assigned  to  Sat^u  I  His  licugbt  wu&  more  than 
that  of  man  ;  a  terrific  beauty  aate  upon  hi« 
liauglity  features;  liis  limbs  were  inouLk*d  with 
a  symmetry  that  was  awful  from  ita  exquidte 
gracefulness.  Wings,  that  »eemed  formed  of  a 
deep-coloured  purple  light,  fdlfrom  each  sboul- 
der»  and  on  his  head  was  a  burning  crowo, 
whose  rainbow  dairies  escaping  &am  difierent 
apertures,  united  themselves  above  in  a  blazing 
pyramid.  A  flash  so  fierce  and  intolerable  shot 
from  his  eyes,  that  I  looked  aside  to  avoid  i^ 
when  I  observeil  that  beasts  of  prey,  such  u 
I  had  never  before  noticed,  sprung  from  the 
surrouoding  thicket^  and  were  scudding  ina 
his  presence  with  every  mark  of  terror.  ,  The 
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atarsand  constellations  turned  pa!c»  and  shrunk 
ihodd^ng  back  into  the  depths  of  space ;  a 
dark  shadowy  hand  passed  athvrart  the  sky, 
and,  enclosing  the  moon  in  its  grasp,  sectned 
to  remove  her  from  her  sphere,  that  nothing 
oelefttial  might  look  do«m  upon  the  gnS 
efiemy  of  heaven.  There  was  no  Fight  but 
the  baleful  glare  emitted  from  the  fiery  crown 
of  the  demon,  the  wind  was  hushed  up  into* 
an  ominnns  silence,  all  Nature  stood  aghast 
and  horror-stricken. 

••  •  You  invoked  me/  said  the  figure,  in  a 
voice  that  was  at  once  commanding  and  melo- 
dioiis  :  *  I  am  here  to  do  your  bidding :  whatv 
ever  you  desire,  I  have  power  to  grant  it* 

'*  It  was  same  time  before  I  could  speak,  for  I 
sympathized  with  Nature  in  her  terror,  and  my 
tongue  cleaved  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth ;  but 
at  length  with  an  ahnost  convulsive  effort,  !' 
exclaimed,  *  Take  me  from  this  abhorred  soli- 
tude, which  is  torturing  me  to  death  by  inches, 
and  name  yourself  the  price  of  my  deliverance.* 

1-<»  «  You  must  swear  to  be  mine  for  ever.* 
^M$  poy  e^erp  What !  shall  I  barter  my  etcr. 


Ml  HElfSEtl  iifftML 

N&,  I  ^M  wait  patfcfifiy  frff  aHitlV.     Temi 
ftWfiinit^*  Thou  «ha1t  hot  liir^  me  to'des 
d6nl''  Wh^  c^W   tfiott' j^T*   riic?       Fam^ 
wealth,  ItlxtitTt  letfgtli  of  diiya^^"  ^I-'i 
{tietsi  all ;  T  will  not  «rU  rty  sbii!  foi'  the  pi 
«ft'e«df  the  body.'       '  ^""^    •^'•^'^  ■•'*»  ^*^" 
"'^-A  smile  of  bitter  scok-'cMea'W^  \\ 
tTlie  faBen  an«»el,  as  he  pointed  with  a 
m  his  right-hand,  and  Oh,  transporting 
I  bohdd  my  boy,  my  darfing  boy*  more 
ful  than  ever,  waterinp:  the  plants  of  our  HI 
cottage-garden  in  the  country.     A  cry  of 
prize  burst  from  my  lips,  at  ivhich   tny  i* 
looked  round,  and   uttering  n  screaiti  of  j3j 
ran  towards  mc,  and  with  tears  gusliing 
lifii  eyes,  and  a  face  lighted  up  -witfa  c^stJ^j 
^(ffalmcd,    *  My  father!    my  faihtrr!* 'itijr 
ffl^fi'lSms  about  to  clasp  hiiri  fb  m^ 
^WSJrthe   dcVnon  stepped  between  u^' 


soc  hira  no  more,  thoiirt;h  1  «til) 


hft''\^etl-tnoHTi    Yoice  implontig    mc  wiih^ 
thrilling  tenderness  tot 't6''abmidbri   hh 
to  Jeare  him  a  lonely  orphan  to  sflni^^gli 


^ 


muidenod  at  tbc  sound,  I  tuned  indeepeiraip 

tijc^jtp  the  Ogurc  that  sepm-atcd  U5,  exclaim^ 
ijD^g^  "  Thou  hsa,X  C9nqu^^  ^ot^  ha^l  .con^ 
quered  .'  give  me  but  my  hoy^  ^^^  ;4^v\l  j^ 
thou  art,  I  will  do  what  thou  oonunaodest.^ 
,^*  Thou  must  swear  by  the  four  elements  to 
be  mine  for  ever/  said  the  Bgure,  while  a  mix- 
ture of  contempt  and  triumph  lurked  upon  bis 
features.  Thus  saying,  he  pointed  with  hiit 
iceptrc  to  the  clouds,  which  rapidly  rolled 
themselves  together  into  die  form  of  a  treroeo-^ 
dous  mouth,  the  lips  of  which  began  to  move, 
and  I  heard  them  pronounce  in  a  deep  and 
dread  voice,  *  Swear  by  the  Air  !*  ,,   .  ^ 

"  *  I  swear  !*   said  I,  with  the  vehenjencc  of 
(]A»peration. 

,**  ''Tis  well  V  resumed  the  fiend,  and  pointing 
hia  sceptre  to  the  ground,  it  rockod  and  writhed 
bttoeath  my  feetaa  if  shaken  by  an  earthquake^ 
ip4&yawning  chatun  opened  liefore  me,  whence 
ifiaued  a  sulphureous  breath,  while  a  sepulchral 
▼oicc.  echoing  up  from  ihe  uufathui^;^t^j;)^pth|( 
«iaffulaied,  *  Sw«ar  by  the  Earth.' :  .     i:  ~.^, 

F^f^  '^is  well/  cried  the  demon  as  before,  when 
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be  directed  his  sceptre  towards  the  ocean, 

whivli  it  cost  a  dim  glartfi  and  from  tlie  remote 
wastes  and  soiitudtn  of  the  deep,  a  sound  as  of 
rufihiDg  water  was  heard  j  which  came  swcepii^ 
towards  lae  from  the  vast  uaseeu,  and  presently 
burstiug  around  me,  my  ears  were  BUod  with 
ithe  stuiuiiiig  sound  o^>  ^  Swear  by  the  Sea  f    . 

J.  "  'I  swear  P         ' 

'»,  *^  *  'Tis  well.^  once  more  ejaculated  the  falkfi 
angel,  pointiog  his  sceptre  towards  a  dark  mass 
of  clouds,  whence  suddenly  a  clap  of  thunder 
was  heard,    that  ohnost  deafened  me  with  its 
splitting     uproar,    and    the  forked     lightnii^ 
flashing  Bercely  around  me,  made   the  hot  air 
hiss  with  the  sounds;  ofj  '  Swoar  by  the  Fire  !' 
*'  I  was  about  to  answer  to  this  sunamons,  as  I 
had  done  to  the  preceding,  when  lo  i  the  sky 
opened^  and  the  apparition  of  my  deceased  wife 
floating  down  upon  a  drapery  of  light,  smiled 
benignuntly  upon  me,    placed  a    book    in  my 
hands,  and  a^   swiftly  re-ascended    the    firma- 
ment.    At  sight  of  this  volume,   the  spirit  «f 
darkness  vanished  amid  groans  and  curses^  the 
blasted  heath  was  no  longer  visible^  Nature  n- 
sumcd  her  customary  appearanoe,  atid  I  found 
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myKelfntting  in  front  of  iht  Hermitage^  bathed 
in  a  profuso  perspiration^  trembling  milh  terror 
and  de^ration,  and  grasping  the  Bible  in  my 
ifigbt  hand.  .  ^""  »t*  •'  *  '••«"'»  •  it'  Um 

ri^  How  horrible  are  these  devilinb  temptations ! 
tboy  shake  my  soul  to  it«  very  centre.  Wretched 
man  1  does  this  inauspicious  and  haunteii  island 
furnish  no  hyixricum,  no  fu^a  demonum  to 
chase  away  the  ftpectres  that  assail  thee,  and 
preserve  thy  tolterin;;  reason  ?  It  has  be«n  a 
fearful  trial.  Perhaps,  I  have  had  a  providen- 
tial encapc ;  and  yet  I  sliouUI  have  once  more 
embraced  my  boy. 


'  4*  Brunette,  Brunette,  Brunette!— Aksi  I 
have  not  seen  her  for  a  long  time.  She  has, 
doubtless,  been  loat  in  some  of  the  almost  im* 
penetrable  forests  through  which  I  myself  have 
only  found  a.  way  by  sheer  force ;  or,  perluipa, 
«be  bas  perished  in  some  precipitous  ravine, 
or  smothering  swamp.  I  should  have  jiUMwd 
her  a  little  while  ago,  but  latterly  my  soul'hvs 
been  so  absorbed  in  the  sense  of  its  inward 
misery,  that  it  has  ceased  to  notice  external 
objects.     The  Spirit  of  Sc^tude  lias  been  upon 


k 


tne;.l\utye.})^^YHxi  one  fpelipg,  %f^fp^lg^ 

Tond  my  jxjwer  to  )b^.  ..^^  putf3|St,.aii  alien^ 

stiUnescy  this  lippible  monotooy — such  has  btea 
my  sole  perception  ^  .every  ^liag  else  )xas  ji^ 
eared  a  chaos. 


ton  ' 
**  I  saw  nothing ;  but  m  I  ira«.  sitting  in  my 

iMttil  desolation  of  soul,  gazing  at  the  bnghi 

moon,  and  yearning  with  a  sullen  hopeless^ 

for  a  return  to  the  world,  I  heard  a  soft  bmtIcv  " 

dious  voice  whisper  in  mine  ear,  *  Aforlal  1  iirhy 

fihould'st  thou  wish  to  revisit  the  earth?     The 

measure  of  its  iniquities  is  full ;  its  last  hmtt  U 

come :    behold  T    I  looked,  and  I  beheld  rolling 

beneath  me  a  vast  opaque  sphere,  which  I  V^cfV 

^  be  the  earth ;  and  a  dim  shadowy  hand  va§ 

outstretched  from  the  depths  of  heaven,   an4 

touched  the  globe  with  its  finger*  when  a  saiolui 

arose ;  and  as  the  solid  rocky  ribs  of  the  e^t,^i 

gave  way  on  every  sidq  with  a  hidjDoua  cnuhy  i| 

split  and  shivered  into  myriac^s  of  pie^ea,  and 


r 

H  *hjling  inX6  the  ab^rssoft  of  s]Sdre,*Va8  fitudfy 
H  ihattered  into  dust.  I  my^M  t^^iCtit'taxlL 
H  ing;  but  after  a  time  my  pro^rS?lirff'arreS- 
H  ^,  and  the  same  voice  uttered  in  my  ear, 
^P  ^The  space  in  which  thou  kri'  funding  waa 
^  just  now  the  centre  of  the  solid  earth.     It  » 

gone,  with  the  bones  of  its  dead  iiatlont,  and 
all  its  living  inhabitants,  and  their  records  and 
tnonuments,  their  cities  and  empires,  and  all 
the  laborious  evidences  of  their  pigmy  pride ; 
'and,  in  a  short  time,  even  the  powers  of  heavcii 
will  have  forgotten  tliat  such  a  turbulent  bubble 
*ver  existed.^ 

*""If  the  world  be  destroyed,  where  then  am  Ir 
!^rti  T  indeed  the  Inst  of  the  sons  of  Adami — 
destined,  perhaps,  to  survive  even  the  powers 
df  heaven,  (>  see  the  sun  and  moon  expire  of 
bid  age,  and  to  finish,  in  my  own  person,  and 
in  the  midst  of  universal  silence  and  darkness, 
the  whole  scheme  of  creation  ?  Iliis  wbul^  be 
indeed  the  solitude  of  soUtudc,  tliu  tlr^olatlon 
6f  desolation  t  And  lo  f  the  end  of  all  ttmigs 
ii  kpproaching.  Behold  f  Plicebus  and  hlsliorses 
b5 


in  with  ft  concluding  cnt&b, 
dftrk  Mad  silcat  ritio  I 


an 


Mournful  »sit  ift,  iti 

IP  b*  cpahkd  onct  more 

opoo  the  tombs  of  F*nny  and  . 

before  iunrise,  while  the  dew 

upon  their  graves.  ai>d  put  asi 

&ft  if  it  were  the  hair  tliat  sJiaf 

Aod  watch  till  the  blue  flowj 

OS  if  they  were  the  eyes 

iheo  wish  tliem  guod  morrow^ 

and  call  them  tny  dearest 

ling  Agnea.     Sweeter  still, 

bcndft  them  towards  roe, 

the»e  plonU  playing 

r  del 
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grave  thoy  shoot  their  Moea,  and  W  CAlch  tlieif 
jierfumed  breath,  as  it  thus  wafts  me  tip  a  Vcid^ 

of  consolation  frow  the  tomb —  '  - 

■  'ii 

O husband!  fnther!  »<hiHl  no  t«ar. 

No  more  thy  flight  AfUy  ;       '  ^'"*  ^^' 
Hut  join  lui  in  a  happier  sphere, 
Fftr,  fmr  sway  I 

J  '•^'Hark  !  do  you  not  hear  the  last  wortls  more 
fain'lly  repeated  in  the  distant  sky?  And  now 
again  they  are  waffed  to  iirinc  ear,  as  from 
the  innermost  depths  of  heaven — '  Far,  for 
away  V  And  now  th«r  echoes  float  in  soft 
whispers  throagli  the  firmament,  until  they 
slowly  melt  into  silence.  Those  soothing,  those 
delicioufi  echoes  may  die  upon  the  air,  but 
they  shall  often  spring  up  again,  and  live  in 
my  memory. 

'  This  grave  is  now  my  chosen  place  of  refuge 
—<tf  refuge  from  myself  and  my  own  solitary 
thoughts ;  for  a  companionship  with  the  dead 
]»  preferable  to  utter  loneliness.  Witli  rough 
stones,  and  fragments  of  the  rock,  I  have  built 
up  a  little  pyramid  over  their  remahia,  to  which 
1  have  afRxed  a  board  and  an  inscription. 
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Hm  ttddeo'd  fiacviftmt  bkAWrt^ 

t  the  &»(  of  the  hiunon  rM» 
That  ever  vece-Uidiait^ 


**  Now  maf'st  thou  pity  our  inortal  daotm  ; 
^Ht  For  iky  f^nm}tm  villi  tens  beBiUvt,    ; 


And  tliy  iMincleas  ^il  now  contaiiu  a  %H||^  b««l«{0% 
Where  the  mother  and  child  have 


9d} 

'  t.**  ^°^  ^^^'^  tasted  death :  tbey  are  oMnild*riag  hetk 
Tn  their  beauty's  prime  and  pride, 
le  b  ram  tut  dAT  in  i«8  early  g^cnrtlR,  ' 

With  ita  lovely  bud  by  it«  side.  i  ,i 


"  Thou  haat  Heen  man  ■  lot,  but  than  hasi 

His  pride  and  his  pump  of  death  ; 
t^or  thy  velvet  turf  was  the  pall  of  green 
9a*> '   Tlurt  ecn-eKd  the  pair  benealL 


of 


"  There  were  none  to  chant  their  fiiaeral 
t^  ^     And  no  pBsrfng-  WU  was  run^  ; 
^Bvt  tlieir  kueU  wac  the  roar  of  the  disUiit  sur^^ 
And  the  winds  their  requiem  aung. 

TQ'^Th^ir  bannert  and  plaraeit  these  tfott'^^ftipplied, 
^^^    That  ovfrihcmaadly  wave;  -v,h  -^.A  rltu 

On  the  &nn«  in  whose  fond  embrace  they  dieA 
"*  ' '  Were  they  hearsed  to  their  lonely  gmre. 

"  But  what  can  their  funeral  pomp  exalt  ? 

Thi>  stfttcly  Isle  is  their  tomb. 
Awl  over  thera  spreads  the  azur^  vault 

Which  the  heavenly  lampa  illume.  ^q^ 


AFilCiWiA 


•  TTwf  are  a#ad  ;  bnt  w*  »i*  fldt  flu-  »I>Art  J  ^  "* 
Boon  shall  fl  teme  tor»ptn«:  ^ 

For  they  're  both  inurn'd  in  &  breaSdD^  bearll^ 
And  that  bVYJakiag  b«aHibnlae^y''»  ''"'^ 


L 


"Alone,  abne,  alone  (  The  last  hope  iiTextin- 
guished  and  tny  fit  comes  on  again,  I  cau  bear 
up  no  longer :  the  ttlence  tonnenta  tny  ear»  the 
solitude  grinds  down  my  very  ^ul;  my  Head  ic 
stunned  with  grief,  my  heart  is  full  of  biltcr- 
ness.  I  must  die  f  I  will  di^  a  grave  Air  my- 
self beside  that  of  my  wife  and  daughter,  and 
tear  up  the  trap  door  that  leads  from  life  to 
death,  and  pass  the  horizoa  that  divides  time 
from  etemityi  and  leap  down  into  the  invisible 
world  that  I  may  know  its  unutterable  secrets, 
and  escape  from  the  intolerable  misery  of  earthly 
existence. 

**  I  was  hastening  to  the  hermitage  to  pvorure 
tools  for  the  puqwsc  of  digging  my  own  grave, 
when  upon  a  turfy  knoll  where  I  had  often  sat 
to  overlook  the  little  lake,  1  beheld  a  figure, 
seated  and  apparently  gazing  up>n  the  waters. 
It  was  the  figure  of  myself!  The  grotciquc 
and  tattered  garments,   the  wrapt  melancholy 


«M 
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^1  the    floSriilg'  beard^I  could  ncft  be  mul 

takcDy  it  was  nu  otlicr  than  royscif!  IdsUhc- 
tively  I  stood  stili  and  put  down  my  hand  to 
feel  for  my  beard^  and  1  could  feel  nothing. 
I  passed  it  backwordB  and  forwaitis  through 
my  budy>  still  ket- ping  at  a  distance  from  th« 
iiguFe  biffon:  me«  and  it  onctHintered  nothing,; 
moving  unimpeded  through  vacant  impalpable 
I   rctniucd  consciousness,  und  yet  I 


oir 


clearly  a  disembodied  spirit :  bat  oh  I  what  * 
difTcrent  oooBciousness ;  a  sudden  sensBtion  of 
lightness,  of  an  imle^cribobly  delicious  joy,  of 
an  ethereal  ecstasy,  seemed  to  impart  to  me 
all  the  freshness  and  elasticity  of  a  new  ex- 
istence. I  was  at  once  electrified  with  rap- 
turous feelings  and  beatific  thought^  as  if  I 
were  all  over  sensations,  and  every  senaation 
delectable;  and  yet  all  over  spiritual  and  iii-' 
teliigeutial,  and  every  thought  bliss.  I  was 
rapt  ill  Elysium — ^in  a  panulisaioal  entrancp- 
ment  It  seemed  as  if  mere  volitiou  would 
carry  nie  up  into  the  air  if  I  wished  it^  and  I 
looked  dowB  upon  my  shoulders  to  see  whether 
they  were  furnished  with  wings,  but  I  could 
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ducem  nothing,  nocoven  my  own  body.  SofterU^ 
were  siy   feelings,   that  I  wan  actually  appm^* 
hensivc  of  being  carried  up  into  tlic  ntmoii|ihpr« 
uoIcsA  I  made  an  effort  to  retain  my  ¥>itii«tion 
upon  the  earth.     AD  this  time  my  own  ficfure,! 
as  to  whose  identity  1  could  not  be  uii&taken, 
retained  its  immoveable  posture  on  the  mound 
before  me,  and  I  felt  myself  gently^  and  yet 
irceaistibly  attracted    towards    it.     I   say  irre- 
siatibly,  for  as  I  Iiad  no  winh  to  exchange  this 
ecstatic  mode  of  existence  by  sufFering  my  spi- 
rit to  re-enter  tlie  body,   I   struggled  against 
the  impulse  given  to  it  with  all  the  energies  i 
could   muster,  but  in  vain  :   dra^i'n  gradually 
nearer  an<l  nearer,  I  was  at  lost  again  absorbed, 
as  it  were,  into  myself  with  a  sudden  and  pain- 
ful tension  of  every  limb  and   mu»cle,  and  I 
then  found  myself  sitting  on  the  grassy  knoll, 
with  all  my  former  sail  iltoughta  and  feelings, 
and  in  a  pitiable  state  of  languor  and  exhaus- 
tion.    I  hod,  however,  enjoyed  an  antepost  of 
tlie  celestial  beatitudes,  of  the  elysium  of  the 
dt^nibodied  ;   and  though    it    made    me    long 
more  earnustly  than  ever  for  death,  it  ofiectu* 
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aTT^  deterred  me  from 

which  might  forfeit  my  clnim   to  a  perpetuity 

oC  mich  ineffable  bliss. 

^*  The  little  chapel  auci  tJie  graves  of  Fannj' 
and  Agnes  have  now  beeome  tnj  place  ol  resa- 
dciice,   the  spot   where  1   shall    Henceforth  at 
down    and    wait    patiently  fur    death :    thank 
Ifearen  it  cannot  be  long  delayed  !   toy  hoir 
#earfi  and  wastes  away  apace,  and  f  feel  w!thxD 
nie  the  progress  of  some  disorder   wlkich  tajr 
heart  teQs  me  h  mortal ;  but  my  mind  becomi 
calmer,  clearer,  more  collected  as  its  tegumenl 
decays.      The    shattered    mansion    lets  in  the 
light  upon  ltd  tenant.     God  help  me  i  I  fear  I 
have  at  times  been  hardly  in  my  proper  niind- 
Doubtless  a  horrible  phantasmic  pandiemoniinn'^ 
tnAy  be  conjured  up,  and  life  be  converted  into' 
a  perpetual  waking  night-mare,  when  the  intel- 
lectual elements   are  violently  broken  up  and'^ 
mixed  together  in  wild   disorder. — But    tliis  i% 
madness,  and  I  have  never  been   mad.     T   have 
actually  seeii  and  felt  all  that  I  describe,  and  Y^ 
have'  tiever  lost  the  power  of  ultimately  com-' 
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nitdng  my  impresdons  to  paper  co^^^ntl|t<fl^ 

correctly,  though  thfre  have  been  periods  wmi 
my  faculties  refused  to  obey  me.  .^ 

**  Thou  tenantlesfl  and  verdant  island,  I  shaB 
■oon  cco&c  to  gaze  upon  thy  calm  and  heai^tifpl 
features:  a  few  days  more,  and  thuu  ^h;i!t  nu 
longer  hear  a  human  voiee.  Still  weaker  axi4 
fainter,  still  more  languid  and  exhausted,  and 
still  does  my  mind  seem  to  gather  all  th^ 
strength  that  my  bo<ly  loses;  the  expiring  light 
of  reason  flares  brightly  in  its  socket.  U^iw 
sweet  it  is  to  pass  away  thus  !  to  grasp  wjth 
delight  the  outstretched  hand  of  death,  aDc) 
press  it  to  your  heart  as  that  of  a  friend 
aod  deliverer  I  have  but  a  single  pang — if  I 
could  only  have  one  more  sight,  one  more  em-  <. 
brace  of  my  darling  boy.  But  it  cannot  be  I 
My  child,  my  child!  my  own  aiVoctionate  and 
boloved  boy  !  Were  it  my  last  breath  it  should . 
be  uttered  in  invoking  blessings  upon  thy  hcatL 
Farewell!  farewell  for  ever !.    ,     , 

**How  glorious,  how  beautiful  »**  the  sun !  and 
yet  I  shall  never  sec  it  ^lare:  ^tjinitlun;?  has 
whispered  Jo  my  heart  tbat_jnj  captivity  ;s^, 
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nearly  over,  that  I  bh«ll  be  eet  fvrc  ere  I 
agM  look  out  upon  the  lovely  foce^tt  Nature,  or 
W0  the  fldining  orb  of  day  rise  from  the  oceaia 
He  will  shine  to-morrow  upon  these  lusTrdaai 
eyes,  for  there  will  have  been  no  oat  to  cloea 
tbem«  and  the  Lifeless  lidfl  will  not  come  down 
to  ihade  them  from  hia  ray.  I  shall  no  longer 
contemplate  and  enjoy  thia  glorious  pageant  of 
Nature.  It  will  go  on,  and  I  shall  be  no  tiMBi 
iniaKil  from  its  surface  than  ia  a  pebble  idly 
cast  down  into  the  deep  darknefs  of  a  well.  But 
if  I  quit  wliat  is  dear  to  mc,  I  shall  go  to  that 
which  is  dearer — to  oiy  wife  and  children ;  and 
why  should  1  regret  earth  when  I  hope  to  exi 
change  it  for  heaven  ? 

t^M  What  stately  vision  floats  before  mine  eyea| 
and  steeps  my  failing  senses  in  delight  ?  Look|, 
look  !  behold  t  Two  angel  arms  eome  furtJi 
from  the  firmament,  playing  upon  the  sun- 
beams as  if  they  were  the  strings  of  the  harp 
of  heaven,  and  oh !  what  melting  melody  floatfc 
through  the  air,  wrapping  my  soul  in  an  BIy- 
slum  of  sound.     And  lo !  the  blue  curtain 
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rthe  fll(y  is  rolled  up»  revealing  to  me  the  celes- 
tial giories,  upon  whose  foremost  hplendoun  I 
see  the  forms  of  Fanny  and  Agncf^  and 
Henry  is  with  thero»  and  they  embrace 
h'  one   another,    and    hold    out    a  scroll  to   me, 

un  which  is  inscribed  the  wordii  "  To- 
ugbii^  Far,  far  behind  them  ore  com- 
1^  {Minies  of  an^ls,  with  dulcimers  and  haqift,  and 
^m  in  tiie  innermost  depths  are  da/zlin^  figures 
^M  of  cherubims,  on  which  I  cannot  look  for  their 
^P  intolerable  splendour;  and  the  whole  a&sem- 
I  blagc    strike    their   in&truments    together,    as 

their  dulcet  voices  unite  in  flinging  the  Halle- 
lujah ;  and  the  sun  and  moon,  the  constella- 
tions and  the  stars,  join  the  seraphic  chonia, 
until  all  creation  echoes  with  one  um'versal 
harmony !  r 

*'  Glorious  vision!  thou  may'st  fade  from  mine 
eyes  and  di8ap|M.'ar,  and  the  ravishing  strains  of 
music  may  be  no  longer  heard,  but  enough  has 
been  revealed.  Now  am  I  indeed  certain  that 
"  To-night''  I  shall  deport.  I  clo:5e  my  manu- 
script, for  I  baye  done  with  earthly  records.     If 


&f  |i«gp)  ACM.ET 


my  rernaina  should  ever  be  found— if  mj  nv- 
r&Uve  should  ever  be  perused,  it  is  my  last,  my 
dying  request  that ,**  Here  the  manu- 
script abruptly  terminated* 
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y^   b^hiiild  oivkF  ad   l> 

9iU  b" 


'41    Mil 


«>»<f1llK     ^-  lo 
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}liir>q»  oi  ^e  «sv  Mi  w  ooufc  «fl  .mdc/^M  but 
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•lAn  ^m  li — bouol  «l  i9V9  btuocla  inuuzm  i^a 
Xm  vi^  ^m  at  Ji  ,lMBinoq  wi  rrro  bliM^ib  Wf'tim 
-uoofi  odj  viaH     *«  lull  lr>Dptn  ^atxb 


CONCLUSION. 


Come,  let  OS  go ;  ire  wiD  include  all  jan 
With  triumph,  mirth,  and  rare  Boleranity 

Two   OCMTLEMBN    OF    VkKOXA. 

Vain  would  be  the  attempt  to  descrilie 
the  passionate  and  varying  emotions  of  Reu- 
ben, as  he  perused  this  heurt-rending  nar- 
rative. Repeatedly  had  he  been  blinded  by 
his  tears,  and  obliged  for  a  few  moments  to  de- 
sist, and  wh*?n  he  had  at  length  reached  the 
conclusion,  he  fell  back  in  liia  l>ed  with  a  groan 
of  anguish,  that  occasioned  the  friendly  surgeon 
to  hurry  to  his  side.  "  1  need  not  inquire,^ 
said  Reuben,  as  soon  as  he  was  able  to  speak : 
"  I  need  not  inquire  the  fate  of  my  unfortunate 
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the  cerUuDty  more  endurable  than  that  tor* 
luring  suspense  which  had  kept  him  so  long 
in  a  feverish  fluctuation  between  ho|K  and 
despondency.  Grief  was  now  unavailing^— his 
lost  parents  and  bis  ill-fated  sister  had  been 
dead  for  several  years ;  he  could  not  have  dis- 
covered them,  or  have  averted  their  fate,  even 
If,  in  obedience  to  the  fond  delusion  of  his  heart, 
he  had  made  the  voyage  to  India,  to  which 
he  had  so  long  pledged  himself;  and  nothing, 
therefore,  remained  but  to  cherish  their  memory 
with  reverence  and  affection,  and  submit  to  his 
heavy  loss  with  all  the  fortitude  that  he  could 
summon  to  his  aid.  • 

Not  many  hours  hod  elapsed  after  he  had 
completed  the  perusal  of  the  manuscript,  when 
the  vessel  entered  tlie  port  of  Cherbourg,  but 
Reuben  was  for  a  considerable  time  unable  to 
leave  the  ship.  The  heavy  rains  to  which  he 
hod  been  exposed,  the  waves  that  hod  broken 
over  him  when  he  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the 
boat,  the  privation  of  sleep,  and  the  vehement 
excitement  of  his  feelings,  had  combined  to 
produce  a  violent  cold  and  fever^   which   kept 
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ny  remaiDs  should  ever  be  found — if  raj  nar- 
ndre  should  ever  be  perused,  it  is  mj  last,  my 

dying  request  that .*     Here  the  manu- 

•eript  abruptly  terminated* 
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^\\oTeifffxiy  or  pomp  ofcclcSraSon  afs- 

ii»l>cd   the   ceremony,  beyond    that    which 

jocund  in  the  hearts,  and  radiant  in  the 

^flRing  countenances  of  the  parties  inlervstetl, 

h^re  need  not  ^ve  any  detail  of  the  particulars. 
One  of  the  first   cares  of  the  new-married 
^1e  was  to  inform  Captain  Gahagan  that  he 
(bid  receive  a  quarterly   addition  to  his  in- 
BAMille,  80  long  as  liis  wife  was  treated  with  kind- 
^B^VieMand  respect.    This  wa*s  of  course,  eagerly 
promi^,  and  so  far  performed,  that  Adeline 
'wu  honoured  with  the  venal  civility  and  pur- 
:hiUed  formalities  of  a  husband,  whose  indif- 
:e  to  her  person,  and  dialike  of  her  frivolous 
'character,  pcrpeluaUy  &lu)ne  through   tlie  thin 
'veil  of  his  sordid  forbearance. 

On  the  morning  of  her  wedding-day,  Helen 

a  long  exculjMitory  letter  to  Lord  Tre- 

Tanian,  explaining  the  motives  of  her  conduct, 

irglng  the  sanction  of  her  mother,  and  implor- 

his  rccunciliution  both  to  herHcIf  and  Adc- 

To  this  apfval  no  answer  wlialever  uaa 

turned,     ('onsistent  in  his  heartless  obstinacy 

-purjmsc,  and  dignifying  liis  bltnd  idolatry  of 
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father— of  llw  writrt-  c>f 'Hiffi  niln«tft^T1^eis 
of  course  no  more!**  :  '   '• 

"  \Vc  found  his  rctnaina  witliin  ibe!  rtrins  of 
the  little  chapel,**  said  the  Surgeon.  "  I  dfel 
coverct!  and  read  the  narrative,  and  Tentoring 
to  Interpret  the  unfinished  request  with  which 
it  termmates,  into  n  desire  that  the  writer 
should  \ie  interred  in  the  same  grave  with  his'' 
wife  uud  diiuj;hler,  1  performed  for  him  that 
sad  office,  with  such  religious  riles  as  our  cir- 
Gumstance&  would  allow.  Assisted  bj  my  com- 
rades, I  reconstructed  in  a  more  substantial 
manner  the  little  rustic  chapel  that  covered 
the  spot,  and  jietting  up  a  board  as  m  menKv 
rial  of  the  melancholy  event,  we  bade  adien  to 
the  Island. 

"  It  is  enough,"  said  Eeuben,  *•  Icftve  me-^' 
leave  me  !"  'v 

For  some  hours  he  remained  a  prey  to  an 
uncontrollable  grief,  but  after  the  first  passion- 
ate ebullition  had  sulwided,  he  gradually  be- 
came more  com  [rosed,  and  could  bear  to  think 
of  the  catastrophe  of  his  family  with  some  de- 
gree of  resignation.    Painful  as  it  was,  he  found 
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the  ccTtaiDty  more  endurable  than  that  tor- 
turing suspense  which  had  kept  him  bo  long 
in  a  feverish  fluctuation  l)etween  hope  and 
despondency.  Grief  was  now  unavailing^— 4iiB 
lost  parents  and  his  ill-fated  sister  had  been 
dead  for  several  years ;  be  could  not  have  di^ 
covered  them,  or  have  averted  their  fate,  even 
if,  in  obedience  to  the  fond  delusion  of  his  heart, 
he  had  mode  the  voyage  to  India,  to  which 
he  had  so  long  pledged  himself;  and  nothing, 
therefore,  remained  but  to  cherish  their  memory 
with  reverence  and  uffection,  and  sulimic  to  hia 
heavy  loss  with  all  the  fortitude  that  he  could 
summon  to  his  aid. 

Not  many  hours  had  elap^d  after  he  had 
completed  the  perusal  of  the  manuiiicripl,  when 
the  vessel  entered  tlie  port  of  Cherbourg,  but 
Reuben  was  for  a  considerable  time  unable  to 
leave  the  ship.  The  heavy  rains  to  which  he 
had  been  exposed,  the  waves  that  had  broken 
over  him  when  he  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the 
boat,  the  privation  of  sleep,  and  the  vehement 
excitement  of  his  feelings,  had  combined  to 
produce  a  violent  cold  and  fever,  wliich   kept 
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him  confined  to  bis  bed.  Durtog  thai  iatrrval, 
to  trying  to  the  tmpftticot  temprrvnott  of  « 
^er,  the  benevolent  surgeco  pud  kua  tbc  aoft 
vnremitting  atteutiouii,  and  at  kvigitb  *n-*r^**^ 
him  that  he  might  saft^j  proceed  to  Eogbfid. 
|»siitg  not  a  motiient  in  availing  hitiuelf  of  tlib 
intinmiioD,  although  lie  was  atMl  io  a  very  weak 
itaie,  RcuIk'q  hired  a  small  cutter^  aniTed 
Tely  at  Lyme,  hurried  over  to  Uarpadv 
[all,  and  upon  entering  the  drawiag-rooa, 
rliad  scared  his  cousin  Basils  who»  really  belie  t- 
ing  in  his  deaths  and  thinking  that  he  gavd 
Upon  on  apparition,  let  fall  the  pistol  raided  fiv 
aelf-defitruetion,  and  fled  from  tbe  spot  in  tbr 
manner  we  have  already  described. 

The  delight  of  Helen,  of  Lady  Treraa^ 
and  Goldingham,  at  this  restoration  of  their 
beloved  Beuben  was  not  less  intcnac  than  the 
interest  with  whieh  they  listened  to  die  rcdtal 
of  his  adventures,  and  more  particularly  of  tbe 
discovery  relative  to  his  lost  parents,  diuiflg  tbt 
short  but  eventful  iH'riod  of  his  absence.  Tbr 
marriage  was  shortly  afterwards  solemnixed  to 
the  church  where  tbe  banns  bad  been  pubbafacdt 
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bQ<  iM  no  fe«titiiy  or  pomp  of  ccTeT)rarion  &- 
tingujsbed  the  ceremony,  beyond  that  which 
was  jocund  in  the  hearts^  and  radiant  in  the 
smiling  countenances  of  ihc  parlies  interested, 
vc  need  not  give  any  detail  of  the  particulars. 

One  of  (he  first  cores  of  the  new-married 
couple  was  to  inform  Captain  Gahagan  that  he 
would  receive  a  quarterly  addition  to  his  in- 
come, so  long  as  his  wife  was  treated  with  kihd- 
nc«s  and  respect.  This  was,  of  course,  eagerly 
promi^,  and  so  far  performcM;!,  that  Adeline 
was  honoured  with  the  venal  civility  and  pur- 
chased formalities  of  a  husband*  whose  indif- 
f<^rence  to  l>er  person,  and  dislike  of  her  frivolous 
character,  perpetually  shone  through  the  thin 
veil  of  his  sordid  forbearance. 

On  the  morning  of  her  we<lding-dny,  Helen 
wrote  a  long  exculpatory  letter  to  T^ord  Trc- 
vanian,  explaining  tlie  motives  of  her  conduct, 
urging  the  sanction  of  her  mother,  and  implor- 
ing his  reconciliation  both  to  herself  and  Adc- 
liiv  To  thi»  appeal  no  answer  whatcvt-r  was 
returned.  Consistent  in  bis  heartless  obstinacy 
of  purpose,  and  dignifying  his  blind  idolatry  of 
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his  trwn  opinion  ^illi  the  name  of  iov»hv,  he 
adiiered  to  the  tyrannical  Jantes  when  he  abdi- 
cated, foTlowetl  him  to  Saint  Getnrains,  joittwl 
the  expedition  to  Ireland,  and  wa^  kilM  at  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne. 

'  Shortly  after  flei<^n*s  nMirringe,  Emily  Hart- 
fitld,  still  dotnidliated  at  Harfisden  Hall,  re- 
ceived a  letter   fro^n    Sir   Harcourt  SUni^by, 
ettelosing   a   coii9i<krahlc   sum    of  modey,  tbe 
amount,  as  he  Btatfd,  of  rarlous  gambling  debts 
due  to  her  late  brother,  from   members  of  the 
Ciab«  to  irhich  he  belonged  in  London,  and 
which  he  hnd  thmight  it  right  to  colleot^     This 
was   a   venial   invention   of    the    kind-l 
baronet,  who  knew  from  the  Squire's 
stances  that  such  a  supply  must  be  very  ac- 
ceptable, and  considered  this  tbe  moat  deb'cate 
mode  of  conveying  it.     On  his  return  to  Lon- 
don, the  effrontery,  coldness,  and  artifice  of  the 
Court  beauties,  appeared   doubly   revolting  to 
him,  when  contrasted  with  the  blushing  modvsty 
irnd    honest    vehemence    of  the    wann-bear(cd 
Emily.  '  He  ^as  not  insensible  to  the  ridicuk 
which  it  was  then  fashionable  to  level  against 
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luarriaf^e  in  general,  and  more  |mrticularlj 
against  thotte  whicli  v/ere  cuiitr^icUHi  out  uf  the 
imnitHliaU'  Court  pak;  but  iiiucli  as  he  loved 
the  iiiodu,  bin  guiHl  aeube  would  not  ulluw  hiqi 
to  follow  it  when  his  happiness  waa  at  atakek 
What  is  it,  thought  he  to  himself,  that  sucli 
self-punibhing  coxcombs  call  knowing  the  worid;? 
To  distrust  every  body,  and,  for  fear  of  beixig 
iui]x>s(?d  upon,  to  be  really  duped  out  of  Uie 
most  valuable  feeling^t  in  human  iiature^^tlie 
delights  of  fhendsliip,  and  the  charm  of  love.  I 
cannot  make  such  sacrifices  for  the  indulgenee  of 

so  groundless,  and  so  seUish  a  suspicion. 

He  waited,  accordingly,  till  such  a  time  had 
elapsed,  after  the  Squire^s  death,  as  to  autho- 
rize the  reception  of  bis  suit  without  impro- 
priety, and  then  proceeding  into  Dorsetshire, 
and  constituting  him^lf  aguest  of  Goldinghaoi, 
who  was  delighted  to  receive  him,  he  shortly 
after  made  an  offer  of  his  hand  to  Emily.  Therti 
was  little  difficulty  in  tfie  negociation^  for  she 
disdained  insincerity,  and  ho  had  long  possessed 
her  affections.  After  tJieir  marriage  he  pur- 
chased the  Rookery  from  die  creditors  of  the 
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Squirp,  nnd  a)wayB  reiiidMl  their  for 
iiD»<htlf  of  ih«i  ymr,  on  arrwigrment  pccuNarlT 
acceptable  to  Emily,  nnc?  ft  allowed  her  co  be 
dn^ve^boixr  of  her  dour  fHimdlfcfen.'  Hie 
-frinttr  ««A9c>n  vrm  dedica«<Kl  to  the  gaieties  of 
Lgndon,  -wh^rt  Sir  HanHHlH,  etill  retirimn^hts 
qttdot'phrasc'olo^y  was  allowt'd  tn  coiStinuetbc 
gapMOOe  and  unrivalled  arbiter  of  the  tnode, 
OVtnrithstanding  his  defiance  of  hf:  laws,  in  the 
affur  of  his  tpaniage. 

•"Bir  Ambrose  Jteetip  having-  allowed  himself 
to  be  doooyed  into  some  equivocal  situations 
with  Mm.  Chatsworth,  who  immediately  cirri 
bled  a  rumour  of  their  Approaching  mamaji 
received  an  intimation  fronj  hcrbrfither,  a  ficfr< 
looking  captain,  that  if  it  were  not  shortly 
Bciaiiiiixed,  he  bHouIcJ  he  under  the  painfid  ne- 
oanity  of  nieasunng  ftword«  with  hfm. 
worthy  Baronet  did  not  by  any  means  \ttrir 
Mrs.  Chatsworth,  but  as  he  loved  fighting  still 
less,  he  made  her  Ids  wife.  Henpecked  and 
unhappy,  he  rr mainetl  resolute  in  his  adhenmce 
to  irrrsolution,  most  decidedly  of  every  body^f 
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opinion  but  his  own,  and  in  every  predicament, 
xUc  ntpAt  obedient  and  devoted  hurD)>le  servant 
of circumstances. 

Of  Nurry  Molloy,  whom  Reuben  was  most 
anxious  to  discover  uud  rcwiu-d,  he  could  gain 
no  farther  tidings  than  i\isii%  upon  learning  the 
death  of  her  son  Mkk,  %bo  had  been  knocked 
overboard  and  drowned,  in  a  wniflle  with  some 
Custom-house  officersy  ahe  had  jumped  into  a 
skiff,  nnd  pushed  out  to  &oa,  «iwcnnng  that  she 
would  never  more  set  foot  upoti  the  shore,  but 
would  throw  her  old  Ixines  into  the  same  gnve 
with  Mick;  a  threat,  ^hich  from  the  passionate 
desperation  of  her  character,  and  her  never  being 
afterwards  heard  of,  it  is  not  improbable  that 
she  carried  into  execution.  .  i^i 

By  a  long  penitent  letter,  which  Reuben  re* 
ccived  isonic  montlis  after  hi^i  marring',  from 
Basil,  it  appeared  lliat  he  hod  transported  him- 
self  to  New  Kugland,  where  it  was  subsequently 
learned  that  he  had  plungcnl  into  the  back  set- 
tlements, and  joined  a  band  of  gloomy  fanaticnl 
ascetics,  who  testiHcd  their  sense  of  religion  by 
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inflicting  upon  themselves  every  mpcdes  of  osoT' 
Cifiration  ami  misery. 

In  addition  to  Uie  happiness  thut  Goldhi^^m 
deriTed  frotD  ihtf  socieiy  of  Iteuben  Aod  hi» 
wife,  who  canie  to  reside  in  his  hooiafr,  and  in 
whose  honour  he  maintoiDed  iln  cxCiMrv^  es- 
tablishment, suitable  to  his  large  fortune,  he 
bocame  a  magistrate;  an  npptintmcnt  whldi, 
by  procuring  him  conAtant  occupation,  miniS' 
tered  not  a  little  to  bis  enjoyments  mi<^  ^^e  of 
which  he  fulfilletl  the  duties  with  an  enemtptaiy 
impartiahty,  zeal,  and  intelligence.  In  procn* 
of  time,  he  had  two  or  tbro«  little  play-fcllowt 
for  the  employment  of  his  vacant  hours,  who, 
av  they  climbed  his  knee  to  share  his  embrace», 
generally  made  a  previous  application  to  hit 
waistcoat-pocket,  a  depot  which  the  delighted 
old  man  took  care  to  replenish  with  sugar  ercry 
inomingy  not  less  for  their  recreation  and  solace 
than  his  own.  As  if  to  femore  his  last  source 
of  uneasiness,  the  Revolution  soon  afterwards 
took  place,  upon  which  ploHous  and  happy 
event   he  ordered  an  immense  bonfire  lo  be  co»- 
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fttructcd  u))OQ  his  terrace  ;  and  all  his  fears  of 
Popish  plots  being  now  finally  diapeUed,  he 
thrust  his  Protestant  i^aii  into  the  niidst  nf  the 
burning  faggot^  and  threw  his  silken  panoply 
on  the  top  of  the  pilu,  ufi'ering  up  both  na 
Holocausts,  ill  the  cause  of  civil  and  religious 
libertj*^    , 

^tilmmediately  upon  the  landing  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  Reuben  juinetl  his  expedition,  con- 
tinued with  it  tUl  its  urrivul  in  London,  and 
having  diseliarged  his  public  duty  by  thus  as- 
sisting in  tlic  ac^ouiplishmeutof  the  Revolution^ 
he  returned  into  Dorsetshire  to  enjoy  with  his 
beloved  Helen  an  uninterrupted  happLaeaa  that 
has  seldom  been  surpassed.  From  the  nature 
of  his  temperament,  and  his  proneness  to  yield 
to  the  impulM:  of  the  nK>uient,  he  uiiglit  liave 
fallen  into  many  errors,  had  he  not  been  imper- 
ceptibly redeemed  from  them  by  the  c^dsnnefis 
and  discretion  of  Helen :  and  if  he  passed  through 
life  witli  the  reputation  of  being  an  exemplary 
and  faultless  character,  both  public  and  private, 
he  was  but  one  among  that  large  cla&s  of  men. 
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who,  without  its  being  suspected  bj  otl>ef», 
without  its  being  even  knowii  to  themselves,  arc 
indebted  for  their  high  estliuatioD  with  tbt 
world,  M  well  OS  for  their  pure  happines  at 
home,  to  the  aficctiouate  prudence,  and  vigi- 
lant but  unobtrusive  good  seasc,  of — A  Wrr c- 
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